
The Heart of the Chamber 2020-2021
A special section of The Bulletin

Clyde Neal Jr. of Neal Insurance Agency in Angleton holds up his 2020 Pioneer Award. His wife, Mandy, is shown to the right of him.

The Angleton Chamber staff for 2021 includes Michele Allison, left, 
Director of Membership & Programs, the new President/CEO Kathleen 
Hopkins, center, and Tamara Michalec, Director of Operations & Finance. The Shot in the Dark golf tournament was a Chamber event that continued 

during the pandemic. Shown is the D&L Propane Championship Team. 
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Chamber 2020 awards ceremony held virtually in 2021
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

The Angleton Chamber of Com-
merce recognized six of its mem-
bers who helped the chamber and 
their community during 2020 in a 
virtual awards program in January.

Ambassador of the Year award 
went to Shelly Crosby, who recently 
retired and is the former owner of 
Carebuilders at Home. Shelly has 
long been involved in the Ambas-
sadors group, helping with various 
chamber fundraisers. Cindy Suggs 
of BASF, which sponsored the 
award, said it was rare when Shelly 
missed an Ambassador’s meeting 
or chamber luncheon.

“Thank ya’ll so much,” Crosby 
replied to the online audience.

Former chamber employee 
Allyson Smith, who now works for 
the county, was named Volunteer of 
the Year for her continuing efforts to 
help the chamber without pay after 

leaving her chamber post.
“Even after I left, I told ya’ll I 

would be back,” Smith said. The 
award was sponsored by Dow.

Nancy Davis of Palms Funeral 
Home and sponsor of the Presi-
dent’s Award, named two winners 
for the award this year. UTMB 
Angleton Danbury campus “made 
sure we all knew what was going 
on,” said Davis, in regard to the 
coronavirus. Beth Reimschissel, 
local hospital CEO, said, “We’re so 
excited about this.”

The second recipient was unable 
to attend the virtual lunchtime pro-
gram. Ken Jo Kelly, owner of Ken 
Jo’s BBQ, sent a message that he 
appreciated being named. He was 
honored for providing free meals to 
many in need and first responders.

James Rogerson, CEO/Director 
of MSR Houston, announced Clyde 
Neal as the Pioneer Award winner. 
MSR sponsored the award, and 

Rogerson said that Neal is a staple 
in the community and is open to 
new areas of thinking, development 
and technology while overseeing 
the insurance business started by 
his late father, Clyde Neal Sr., more 
than 60 years ago. 

Neal Jr., like his father, is also a 
former Citizen of the Year, and he 
annually sponsors the chamber’s 
State of the Community luncheon, 
including the 2020 virtual event.

Neal told a story about how his 
first job was at the chamber when 
he was in eighth grade doing custo-
dial work. He returned to Angleton 
after attending college and living 
in Austin for 12 years and started 
going to chamber meetings to meet 
people. It worked out well since he 
met his wife, Mandy, through the 
chamber about 35 years ago.

Citizen of the Year for 2020 
award went to Mark Holian, general 
manager of Gulf Coast Auto.

 Olin sponsored the award, 
and Kailey Holian Perez, Mark’s 
daughter and public relations and 
marketing manager for Gulf Coast, 
thanked Olin for allowing her to 
introduce her father at the event. 

“My dad’s always been my hero,” 
she said. She cited donations 
Gulf Coast has made to help the 
community, including $8,000 to Vow 
22 veterans’ group and $10,000 

to BACH, which offers therapy 
to children. She added that the 
dealership avoided any employee 
layoffs during the decline in busi-
ness caused by the pandemic and 
accommodated employees who felt 
unsafe returning to work initially.

Holian thanked Robert and Davis 
Baldwin, owners of the dealership, 
“for allowing me to use Gulf Coast 

as a platform to help our community 
as much as we do.”

The award means a lot to him 
because he knows others who have 
been past recipients, such as his 
business mentor, Don Thompson, 
Holian said.

“What we all do and give of 
ourselves, we do it because we 
enjoy it, and it makes us happy.” 

Angela Dees, 2020 Angleton Chamber chairman and Rocking 6 
Construction owner, and Jeff Bilyeu, 2021 chairman and Texas Gulf 
Coast Regional Airport Director of Aviation, presided over the virtual 
2020 Awards Luncheon in January, 2021.
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I recently moved to Brazoria, 

Texas, from Silverdale, Washing-
ton, with my 10-year-old grandson, 
Destry. I am in the process of adopt-
ing him, so we are really excited! 

I had family living in Brazoria 
County, which gave me an opportu-
nity to check out the area during dif-
ferent times of the year and to focus 

in on where 
I wanted to 
work and live.

We now live 
in a multi-gen-
erational 
home with my 
mother and 
sister. 

My daugh-
ter and husband led the charge, 
moving here two years ago with 
three of my grandchildren. 

I had been looking to move from 
Washington State to an area that 
had much warmer weather, where 
activities and things to do were plen-
tiful, cost of living was affordable, 
and where there were livable wages 
and strong community spirit.  

Brazoria County fit that criteria!
The bonus is the commute is 

easy, and traffic is pretty clear! 
It was my desire to live where 

people cared about each other and 
embraced their American freedoms 
and their faith in God.  

Having four grown children and 

Kathleen Hopkins

THE FACE OF BRAZORIA COUNTY
GATEWAY TO GROWTH
First impressions are everything, and when visitors 
touch down on the newly renovated concrete runway at 
Texas Gulf Coast Regional Airport, they know they are 
valued. Visitors are warmly received at the constructed 
11,000-square-foot terminal with amenities like a cafe that 
caters, rental cars, 24-hour fuel service, free wi-fi and so 
much more.
The airport is the first and last impression for many visitors 
coming to our growing community. Many upgrades and 
enhancements to our facilities over the past ten years have 
prepared us for the increase in business and visitor activity that 
we are now experiencing. Customers using the airport support 
the many growing areas of our county and economy, including 
housing, health care, retail, and industry. 
The airport is a positive part of that area growth. With 200+ 
acres of available land, the airport is poised to offer even more 
to customers with long-term land leases for shovel-ready prop-
erty with utilities and Foreign Trade Zone availability.

10 grandchildren, it is important to 
me to leave them the best world 
possible.

 I have always been an advocate 
for business and community, and for 
me, purposeful work is essential.  

When I learned that Angleton 
Chamber was seeking a new 
President and CEO, I knew that 
was where I wanted to serve the 
business community. 

I have 10 years’ experience as 
President and CEO in the chamber 
world with a background in advertis-
ing and marketing. 

Success is about having a heart 
for community and building relation-
ships and partnerships. I personally 
thrive in work that supports business 
and community.   

I am also gaining wonderful expe-
riences by moving to an area I have 
never lived in before; everything is 
new and inspiring. 

For one, the people here are 

amazing - neighbors helping neigh-
bors. The kindness and welcome 
have been phenomenal within 
the business community, the local 
residents, the school district and 
the municipalities I have had the 
pleasure of meeting. They have all 
been so welcoming.

 We are planning a retreat soon 
at the Angleton Chamber. Advocacy 
will be of utmost importance with 
keeping our businesses informed on 
what is going on at a local level with 
so many changes and growth within 
our community.  

We will also work on informing 
our businesses on a state and 
national level as it pertains to 
business, working with the Texas 
Association of Business and the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce.   

We will also look toward the 
future to include leadership edu-
cation to connect and support our 
business leaders, in addition to 
the events The Greater Angleton 
Chamber of Commerce is so well 
known for.

Hopkins looks forward to building community partnerships
Message from the new 

President & CEO

Journeay retires after 21 years as CEO

Former CEO Beth Journeay

Beth Journeay, who had served 
the Angleton Chamber of Com-
merce as President & CEO since 
October 1999, retired on Sept. 30, 
2020.

The Chamber board then named 
staff member Nina Smith to assume 
the role of interim President & CEO 
while a search for a new director 
was under way. Smith has since 
joined the staff of the Central Fort 
Bend Chamber. 

One of Journeay’s favorite pro-
grams she developed, said a news 
release, was Leadership Angleton. 
It helps members who enroll in the 
program to learn more about the 
community with field trips to various 
work places while building business 
relationships among participants.

One of her last programs was the 
Back in Business & Better initiative 
to help businesses dealing with the  
impact of the coronavirus.  
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Angleton Chamber Ambassadors a great resource
Ambassadors are the movers and shakers of the community. Our most 

valuable resource, the Ambassadors act as the public extension of the 
Chamber. Purely a volunteer club, they are our members’ greatest resource 
as well. Active with ribbon cuttings, grand openings and all events, they are 
the people in the know and the insiders of everything going on in Angleton. 
Their wealth of knowledge and know-how are a benefit to everyone in the 
Angleton area.
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I remember my father being very 
active in the Chamber since I was 
a child, so I’ve been aware of the 
Chamber for a long, long time.

In 1983, I met my wife, Mandy 
Guerra, when she came to a 
Chamber breakfast comedy show 
that I performed in. She and I would 
visit at Chamber luncheons over 
the next year, and we started dating 
in late 1984. We will celebrate our 
35th anniversary this Spring. We 
never would have crossed paths if 

it weren’t for our involvement in the 
Chamber.

In 2010, Mandy and I were both 
in the Chamber Leadership Class. 
We were the first married couple 
to participate in the program, and it 
was outstanding.

The Chamber has helped our 
business through increased expo-
sure and contacts, and it has also 
helped our employees get more 
involved in the community.

- Clyde Neal Jr., owner, Neal Insurance

Pioneer Award: Clyde Neal Jr.

Citizen of the Year: Mark Holian
The year 2021 will be my sixth 

year on the Board. I have been 
involved with the Chamber through 
sponsorships and volunteering for a 
total of about 12 years.

It is impossible to name one 
event as my favorite. I enjoy the golf 
tournament. It is a time where I get 
to spend time with other co-workers 
outside of the work environment 
playing golf. 

The Chamber gala is a night 
when my wife, Nicki, and I get to 
dress up and enjoy the company 

of other Chamber members in our 
community. And even though I have 
never attended Fa La La Ladies’ 
Night, it, too, is one of my favorites 
because Nicki, daughter Kailey, and 
the ladies that work in our business 
office look forward to it every year. 

Being a part of the Chamber has 
granted me the opportunity to get to 
know and become friends with some 
of our area’s finest people. It has 
been the best source of networking 
that I could imagine.

Gulf Coast Auto Park has bene-

fited greatly from the connections 
made through the Chamber. When 
people think where to buy or service 
their vehicle, it makes sense that 
they would turn to the people they 
know and trust first, and by our 
involvement in the Chamber over 
the years, the relationships that we 
have built have created a very loyal 
customer base.

I would like to thank the entire 
Chamber staff and all of the Ambas-
sadors - they are the heroes that 
put in all the work and long hours to 
make Angleton’s business commu-
nity so strong.  

Also, I want thank everyone for 
their support of me and Gulf Coast 
Auto Park through the years. I 
always say that when customers 
come to Gulf Coast they expect 

more than they would at any other 
car dealership, and we have to 
continue to strive to live up to their 
expectations.  

If anyone is ever unsatisfied with 
an experience that they have had 

at any of the locations, I hope they 
know that they can call me person-
ally at (832) 496-8386, and I will do 
my best to make the situation right.

-Mark Holian, General Manager,
Gulf Coast Auto Park

Mark Holian
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HAPPY
2021!

Congratulating the 
Angleton Chamber

 of Commerce
on another great year!

Ambassador of the Year
Shelly Crosby

I have been in the Chamber for a 
really long time, maybe 15 years. I 
have been an ambassador most of 
that time.  

I have always loved the golf 
tournaments that we have done 
and, of course, the Fa La La events 
are a blast. 

I love being involved in the 
Chamber because we get to meet 
so many people that we may have 
never been able to meet otherwise.

 I have many friends through my 
involvement in the Chamber. These 
friendships and experiences have 
definitely helped my business pros-
per as well.  

I truly appreciate all of the people 

I have met through my time as a 
Chamber Ambassador.

-Shelly Crosby, retired

Shelly Crosby

Allyson Smith

Volunteer of the Year
Allyson Smith

I started working at The Chamber 
in May of 2016. It was originally a 
summer internship during my first 
summer in college, but after working 
so well with everyone, I stayed on 
and worked full time during breaks 
and part time during the semesters. 

Since leaving in January of 2020, 
I have continued to come back and 
volunteer since taking my position 
at Commissioner Ryan Cade’s 
office.

My favorite events would prob-
ably be the Chamber golf tourna-
ments. They give you an opportunity 
to network in a fun and relaxed way.

Being involved in The Chamber 
gives you an opportunity to meet 
individuals in the business sector 
that you may not have been able to 
meet otherwise. 

It offers many opportunities 
throughout the year in different 
settings for you to come and grow 
your business through networking 
opportunities. 

At events, you can find individu-
als that own a small businesses all 
the way up to those who work for 
large corporations. 

It’s a broad range of individuals 
and businesses from all over the 
county, and I think that is what 

makes it so valuable and unique.
Of course, I love and care about 

everyone that is a part of The 
Chamber. It was such a big part 
of my life for a while, and I have 
formed invaluable friendships from 
my time there with coworkers and 
members alike. 

I was honored to “stand” next to 
everyone who received an award 
with me, especially Mark Holian, 
who is such an asset to our com-
munity and well-deserved Citizen of 
the Year. 

Mark has always been there 
when I called, whether that be to 
help sponsor a community event or 
when I wrecked my car and had no 
idea what to do next. 

He goes above and beyond for 
everyone he comes into contact 
with, and that is what makes him so 
special. 

And of course, my dear friend, 
Michele Allison, who is an absolute 
ROCKSTAR for The Chamber. I 
don’t know what any of us would do 
without her!

- Allyson Smith, former Chamber 
employee, now Administrative Assistant 
to Brazoria County Pct. 2 Commissioner 

Ryan Cade

The Chamber of Commerce is a vital part of the community that we 
serve. It is often the starting point for new businesses considering our area 
as a prospective location – as well as the hub for community growth.  My 
personal goal is to continue to serve the greater Angleton area and strive to 
make a positive impact for everyone!

Message from Membership Director Michele Allison

ANGLETON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SPECIAL SECTION • 2021
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COPING WITH COVID-19

UTMB Angleton Danbury 
Campus has been an Angleton 
Chamber member since 1969. This 
was, of course, prior to the UTMB/
ADHD partnership.

When I joined the UTMB Angle-
ton Danbury campus in my role 
as Administrator, The Angleton 
Chamber was actually my first 
introduction to leadership within 
this community through their Lead-
ership Angleton program. 

Although I have lived within 
the community my entire life, the 
program was so instrumental to 
integrating into the community and 
building strong community partner 

bonds.  
I enjoyed every minute of the 

program from the community and 
business tours, the leadership 
retreat, to the community service 
project we did together. So many of 
the members are part of my daily 
and professional life. 

I will be forever grateful for that 
program and the lasting relation-
ships built through it.

The Chamber is such a strong 
support system for our hospital 
and advocate for helping us tie our 
mission of enhancing care within 
our community. 

They have provided so many 

President’s Award: UTMB

platforms to help us get the 
right education to the commu-
nity through different luncheons 

Beth Reimschissel

and networking events and have 
even simply showed up to pro-
vide encouragement and support 
through the pandemic in multiple 
ways. 

To have a link like the Chamber 
between you and others in the 
community is crucial to expand 
presence and get the word out in 
ways you may have not thought of 
or have the resources to do so.

I think given the past year 
through the COVID-19 pandemic, 
one significant recognition is to all 
of our hard-working healthcare pro-
fessionals and front-line staff that 
have helped our community survive 
and thrive this year. 

I can speak to the passion and 

dedication our UTMB staff has had 
and how in awe I am for their resil-
ience and love for their community. 
For those that have supported 
us throughout it all, we are also 
extremely grateful. 

Businesses like the Chamber 
and our strong community partners, 
such as EMS, police, fire and other 
surrounding businesses, have been 
such a strong support presence for 
our team. 

That presence was seen through 
encouragement, food, thoughts, 
and prayers, which I think has 
been the most powerful example of 
“Community.”

-Beth Reimschissel, Administrator,
UTMB Health Angleton Danbury Campus

President’s Award: Kenjo Kelley

Kenjo Kelley, owner of Kenjo’s BBQ in Brazoria, was also a recipient of the 
President’s Award. He is shown here with his award and chamber staff. 
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As we begin the year 2021, I 
am very excited about the future 
of the Greater Angleton Chamber 
of Commerce. Kathleen Hopkins, 
our new President and CEO, is a 
wonderful  addition to our staff and 
to our community.  

She brings a vast amount of 
experience as well as a passion for 
serving others. I am excited about 
the growth of our community and 
about the strength and resilience of 
our businesses and members.  

My focus, as chair this year, is to 
work very hard with our incredible 
staff and our diverse and knowl-
edgeable board of directors in order 
to identify programs and services 
that revitalize and strengthen our 
chamber members.  

We will also continue to improve 
and grow our relationships with 
community partners and identify 
ways to have positive and substan-
tial impacts in our community.  

We will refocus and dedicate 
ourselves to our mission of strength-
ening the heartbeat of our business 
community.

-Jeff Bilyeu, Aviation Director,
Texas Gulf Coast Regional Airport

Message from 
the Chairman

Angleton Chamber Board of Directors
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Invest in the chamber
Your investment is deductible 

as a ‘necessary item of business 
expense.’ It is not a contribution or 
gift you are making...it’s an invest-
ment in your business and your 
community. Among other things, the 
chamber will assist you in marketing 
your product and services.
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I think it’s safe to say that 2020 
is a year we will never forget – and 
no, not for all the RIGHT reasons. 
It was one of tremendous ups and 
downs, all of which were felt by the 
business community. 

The Chamber has worked hard 
this last year to pivot and change 
our way of thinking to fit the needs 
of our members. And, I believe we 
did just that. 

We were able to go virtual with 
our luncheons and offered them 
weekly instead of monthly. We 
worked with members to offer a 
website that offered virtual gift cards 
to local businesses. 

We contacted every member on 
a monthly basis to check in and 
hosted online networking and trivia 
events. We put together a “Back 
in Business & Better” campaign in 
order to promote our members post- 
lockdown. We even hosted virtual 
member toasts to celebrate our new 
members during this time. 

Our monthly newsletter went vir-
tual, and we sent out weekly update 
emails – those we’re still doing! 
This virtual world took a huge toll 

on our community, and truth be told, 
it isn’t going anywhere. So, we’ve 
embraced it, and we’re expanding 
on it the best we can. 

Overall, we want our members to 
know that we’re here for them. We 
know we’re getting back to business 
and that we’ll be better than ever 
– because we’re in this together. 
We’re Chamber strong, we’re 
Angleton strong, and we’re Brazoria 
County strong.  

Nina Smith, former Interim President
& CEO/Director of Marketing & Events

2020: A year to remember

Nina Smith

Memories from 
the  2020 Gala
Havana Nights

Why you should ‘hire’ the Angleton Chamber
Your Chamber does many things for the business and professional com-

munities and general public, which they might not be able to do alone. Your 
Chamber provides services and benefits that completely overshadow your 
costs - that is, your membership investment - when you hire your Chamber.
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YOUR support helped us give away more than $170K

in grants, supplies and educator awards!

 

Make an IMPACT at:

www.angletonisd.net/angletonfoundation

#ForTheFuture #BackTheCats

Angleton ISD Education Foundation

@AISDEducationFoundation

>


