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Let me begin by admitting, right 
up front, to being unashamedly and 
unrepentantly on the lookout for 
cheap books. More accurately, I am 
constantly in the market for good 
books at cheap prices.

Some of the best treasures on my 
shelves came from clearance tables 
at bookstores.   And from garage 

sales, where 
I’ve dug my way 
through many a 
pile of books on 
card tables or 
in paper boxes, 
like a prospector 
sifting through an 
acre or so of river 
sand looking for 

a speck of gold.
The end result of all of this is that 

I have what many people would 
consider too many books. Of course, 
some people would consider any at 
all too many, so I can’t spend any 
time worrying about that.

But when my shelves start groan-
ing, I weed some volumes out and 
either donate them to charity sales 
or haul them off to a second-hand 
store to sell them, because I could 
no more throw a book away than I 
could toss a puppy out into a bliz-
zard.

Recently, I made a grand total 
of 20 bucks for three full boxes of 
hardbacks.  Which amounted to a 
profit of about a nickel per book, 
hardly enough to cover the cost  of 
the gasoline it took to lug them up to 

THE WORDSMITH

The value of 
cheap books 

Peter Funt’s precap of news certain to occur in 2017
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

Thanks to Donald Trump and 
the Chicago Cubs my outlandish 
predictions for 2016 were eclipsed 
by, of all things, reality. Worse, the 
fine art of fake news was comman-
deered by demons who used it for 

social and political gain--something 
my colleagues and I would never 
have dreamed possible. 

Never mind the recap. Here’s a 
handy clip ‘n save Precap of news 
certain to occur in 2017. 

Jan. 20 – Chief Justice John 
Roberts looks on as Twitter CEO 

Jack Dorsey administers a 140-
character version of the oath of 
office to the nation’s 45th president. 

Jan. 21 – At the administration’s 
first White House press briefing, a 
correspondent from Breitbart News 
asks for comment on reports that 

Merriam-Webster: ‘Surreal’ is the best word for 2016
By Heidi Stevens
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Merriam-Webster has selected 
“surreal,” (“marked by the intense 
irrational reality of a dream”) as 
2016’s word of the year — fitting for 
a year that saw the Chicago Cubs 

win a World Series and a reality TV 
star/real estate mogul win the White 
House.

The dictionary site recorded 
a significant spike in “surreal” 
searches compared with 2015, with 
the largest spike occurring after 

Election Day.
“The dictionary is a neutral 

observer of the culture,” Mer-
riam-Webster Editor-at-Large 
Peter Sokolowski says in a video 
announcing the word of the year. 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Have you made any New Year’s 
resolutions? Are you going to keep 
them? If not, don’t feel so bad. 

I have made mine, like millions 
of people before me since the time 
of Babylon. That’s when it started, 
at least according to the Internet 

machine.
Babylonians 

made promises 
to their gods 
at the start of 
each year that 
they would 
return borrowed 
objects and 
pay their debts. 

The Romans began each year by 
making promises to the god Janus, 
for whom the month of January is 
named.

I’ve got that covered, since I 
have returned all the borrowed stuff 
years ago. But one of my buddies 
still needs to get back an expensive 
flashlight from his older brother, so 
this would be a good time to do it.

And, I did lend a window A/C unit 
to a friend a very long time ago that 
I never got back. Not that I need it, 
but it would have been nice of him 
to call and say: “Hey, I needed bail 
money and sold the A/C. Sorry.”

So, January would be a good time 
to do all this, even though Janus 
was sort of a two-faced god, looking 
back to the past and the future all at 
the same time. 

By the way, if you ever wondered 
why January is named after Janus 
(I personally have not), it’s because 
Janus is the god of doors, and 
January is the door to the new year. 
Those Romans had quite an imagi-
nation thinking up all these gods and 
their specific tasks.

I tried to look up the god for 
windows, but all I got were links to 
Bill Gates.

But I digress. New Year’s resolu-
tions should be made responsibly 

RAMBLINGS
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SO SHE SHOULDN’T BE TOO HARD TO SPOT: Phoenix 
police are looking for a woman in connection with a homicide. She is 
pregnant, weighs 200 pounds, and has “TRUST NO ONE” tattooed on 
her chest.

IF YOU LOVE ME … UH, HIM … YOU’LL PAY THE 
RANSOM, MADAM: A 21-year-old man faked his own kidnapping, 
texting his mother in Parla, Spain, with ransom demands. He warned 
her not to notify the authorities, but she did anyway. The cops sprang 
into action and found him casually strolling about the town. He told them 
he was desperate for cash and needed to pay off a debt.

I FEEL PRETTY, OH SO PRETTY: Two men burglarized the 
Farmer’s Market in Tampa, Fla., on Halloween. Surveillance video 
showed that one of them was wearing a tutu.

O.K., BACK IT UP ... LITTLE MORE, LITTLE MORE, O.K., 
RIGHT THERE, STOP! STOP! A woman, trying to park her car in 
Coronado, Calif., hit the gas pedal instead of the brake and drove right 
into San Diego Harbor.

THE SIGN SAYS STOP, NOT GO!: A heavily intoxicated couple 
pulled over at a stop sign in Spring Branch, Texas, and engaged in 
intimacy before passing out. They were still out cold and things out of 
sorts when the cops got there to investigate.

EXCUSE ME, MA’AM, WHAT ARE YOU DOING? An intoxi-
cated woman needed to move a van that was blocking the driveway of 
her home in Cheyenne, Wyo., so she went and got a forklift from her 
workplace and used it to pick up the van. It was still on the forklift when 
police arrived.

MIND IF I TAKE A BITE! NO! HEY! STOP! A man who had a 
pizza delivered to his home in Port St. Lucie, Fla., refused to pay for it 
and just started jamming slices of pizza into his mouth. He was charged 
with defrauding an innkeeper.

NO, I HAVEN’T BEEN DRINKING; WHY DO YOU ASK? A 
man showed up drunk at the Livingston County Jail in New York to pick 
up a relative. Not only was he intoxicated, he was there 12 hours before 
he should have been: 6 p.m. Sunday instead of 6 a.m. Monday. He was 
arrested for DWI.

ON SECOND THOUGHT, WE’RE TURNING OURSELVES 
IN: Police raided an underage drinking party in Rural Hibbing, Minn., 
causing three of the juveniles to flee the scene. But after they spent the 
night outside, they called the cops to rescue them, saying they were 
“lost, cold and wet.”

NOW THAT’S WHAT I CALL A CLUE: Police were investigat-
ing the theft of DVD movies, video games and computers from parked 
cars in York County, Pa., at 1 in the morning when they got a call about 
suspicious activity nearby. It seems the guy who stole the stuff was rum-
maging through another car, but he ran when he saw the cops coming. 
However, he left behind his photo ID, so they solved this one rather 
quickly.

I DON’T NEED AN ID: A 61-year-old woman ordered too many 
drinks, got drunk, and apparently became confused about where she 
was and started partially disrobing at the Applebee’s restaurant in 
Chambersburg, Pa. The police came and escorted her out.

Christmas is one big bang in Chicago
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — Five people were wounded in shootings in Chicago early 
Monday, bringing to almost 50 the number of people shot in the city During 
the Christmas weekend.

Much of the violence happened in areas “with historical gang conflicts on 
the south and west side of Chicago,” said Anthony Guglielmi, a spokesman 
for the Chicago Police Department.

He also referred to the department’s “strategic subject list,” which is 
generated daily from a computerized algorithm and assigns a score from 1 
to 500 based on such factors as a person’s arrests and the activities of his 
or her associates. Those people with a score in the upper 200s or higher are 
considered in danger of being shot or of shooting someone else.

“Ninety percent of those fatally wounded had gang affiliations, criminal his-
tories and were pre-identified by the department’s strategic subject algorithm 
as being a potential suspect or victim of gun violence,” Guglielmi said.

Ryan proposes fines, ethics penalties for grandstanding House members
Bloomberg News (TNS)

WASHINGTON ––House 
Speaker Paul Ryan and his Repub-
lican lieutenants want to hit fellow 
lawmakers with fines and potential 
ethics violations if they engage in 
live-streaming or other disruptions 
on the House floor.

The move is a belated response 
to the 25-hour sit-in in June by 
Democrats protesting Republican 
inaction on gun-control legislation.

Under the proposed new rules, 
members could be fined a $500 fine 
for a first offense of using electronic 
photography or audio or visual 
recording, and for broadcasting from 
the House floor. A $2,500 fine would 
be levied for the next such offense 
and each subsequent violation.

The new rules also clarifies what 
conduct is to be deemed disorderly 

or disruptive during floor proceed-
ings, including blocking access by 
other members to microphones or 
the “well” – the front of the House 
chamber.

Such action could lead to poten-
tial referral to the Committee on 

Ethics and sanctions against mem-
bers, according to an accompanying 
section-by-section analysis of the 
new rules package.

There was no comment  from 
a spokesman for Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

Did you know?

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU
Q. Is there anything offbeat about 

your birthday that you share with 
many others? No, it’s not the date, 
though that IS shared by millions of 
others around the world. 

A. It’s the iconic eight-note 
sing-song “Happy Birthday to 
You,” which the “Guinness Book of 
World Records” cites as “the most 
recognizable English-language song 
in existence,” says Dan Lewis in his 
book “Now I Know More.” 

The song was composed in 1893 
by sisters Mildred and Patty Hill, 
who called it “Good Morning to 
All” (“Good morning to you/ Good 
morning to you/ Good morning dear 
children/ Good morning to all”). How 
the more well-known lyrics became 

affixed to the famous melody is 
unclear, but they appeared in a 
1924 book as a second stanza after 
the original good morning song. In 
1935 the publishing company of 
“Good Morning to All” copyrighted 
“Happy Birthday.” Rights owner 
Warner Music Group has continued 
to enforce the copyright for public 
and/or for-profit performances, 
having netted itself $2 million in 
royalties in 2008 alone. (Singing the 
song at a private gathering is not an 
issue.)

But in a stunning reversal of 
decades of copyright claims, a fed-
eral judge in Los Angeles recently 
ruled that “none of the companies 
that have collected royalties on 
the ‘Happy Birthday’ song for the 
past 80 years held a valid copyright 
claim” (“Los Angeles Times”).

SLEEPING BEAUTIES
Q. They were fancifully dubbed 

“Sleeping Beauties” of science. 
What are they, and can you name a 
few examples?

A. Discovery lies at the core of 
science, but rediscovery can be just 
as important, says Amber Williams 
in “Scientific American” magazine.  
Indiana University researchers sifted 
through 22 million scientific papers 
and found dozens of “Sleeping 
Beauties” -- those studies that had 
been largely unnoticed for years 

until suddenly being “reawakened,” 
often by researchers in other fields 
who came looking for fresh insights.

Top ones were in the areas of 
chemistry, physics and statistics. 
For example, John Turkevich wrote 
a paper about suspending gold 
nanoparticles in liquid. “It owes its 
awakening to the medical field, 
which now employs gold nanopar-
ticles to detect tumors and deliver 
drugs.” 

And the famous thought experi-
ment in quantum physics by Albert 
Einstein and colleagues could at 
first be discussed only theoretically, 
but by the 1970s physicists were 
able to test quantum entanglement 
experimentally.

As for the future of Sleeping 
Beauties, project team member 
Qing Ke says they will likely become 
“even more common because of the 
increasing availability and acces-
sibility of scientific literature.”

SIX WORDS 
Q. If you were challenged to sum 

up your life’s work in just six words, 
what would you say? Consider the 
following responses—from ironic 
to inspirational -- from these 10 
scientists, as reported in “Science” 
magazine, edited by Jennifer Sills.

A. “Data overload:  Juggling balls, 
many fall.” (Noa S., cell therapy, 
Israel)

“Thinking over the nature of 
thought.” (Rohan S., neuroscience, 
India)    

“Everything in moderation, or 
maybe not?” (Ryan C., nutritional 
science, USA)

“Living beings make me like fos-
sils.” (Shivangi T., geology, India)

“Let’s create a dancing colorful 
bacteria.” (Anibal A., synthetic biol-
ogy—-plants, Chile)

“I bunsen burnt my 1118th worm.” 
(Eugene L., neuroscience, USA)

“Living my life under extreme 
pressure.” (Alexandra S., mineral 
physics, Germany)

“Planets found.  Now searching 
for life.” (David W., astronomy, USA)

“Cradle to grave fight against 
waste.” (Jingzheng R., environmen-
tal engineering, Denmark)

“Scientists:  Global citizens with 
local burdens.” (Hari Krishna B., 
liquid crystalline materials, USA)
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

• Eulachon is a fish so oily that it 
can ignite when dried, burning like 
a candle.

• Benihana, which is Japanese for 
“red safflower,” was named after a 
flower that survived a WWII bomb-
ing in Japan.

• The Hell’s Angels motorcycle 
gang started out as a World War II 
veterans group.

• Laboring for an hour to build a 
snowman burns about 238 calories.
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Passenger ditches pants, steals luggage tug at Orlando airport
Orlando Sentinel (TNS)

ORLANDO, Fla. — A Canadian 
passenger was arrested Friday 
morning after he got onto the 
tarmac at Orlando International 
Airport, hopped aboard a luggage 
tug vehicle and then drove away, 
authorities report.

No one was injured, officials 
report.

The man, 27-year-old Richard 
Hogh, was preparing to board a 
United Airlines flight to Chicago 
then transfer to Canada when the 

incident began, according to the 
Orlando Police Department.

Hogh boarded the plane and sat 
in a first-class seat that was not his. 
When airline staff asked him to go 
to his assigned spot, he said “that 
he was a pilot and wanted to sit in 
the pilot jump seat,” Orlando police 
wrote in his arrest affidavit.

He was taken off the plane.
“The United Airlines staff felt that 

he was behaving erratically,” said 
airport spokeswoman Carolyn Fen-
nell. “They denied him boarding.”

A gate agent tried booking him 
another flight, but he did not stick 
around, police said.

Hogh left his carry-on luggage 
unattended by the gate and followed 
an employee with a cleaning cart 
into a service elevator, records 
show.

The employee saw that he did not 
have a security badge and told him 
to get off the elevator. The elevator 
doors opened on the ground floor, 
so Hogh got out, took off his pants, 
and walked away, records show.

Gallop survey shows people don’t trust too many professions
A Gallup survey of people’s belief 

in the honesty and ethics in 22 fields 
showed gains in just five of them 
going back four years, losses in 13 
and no change in five.

The biggest losers in the annual 
survey, taken Dec. 7 to 11, were 
college teachers, engineers, insur-
ance salespeople and journalists. 
Only psychiatrists showed significant 
gains.

Nurses remain by far the most 
trusted professionals, with 84 percent 
of Americans saying they have very 
high or high trust in them. That figure 
was down 1 point from last year’s 
record-high 85 percent. Nurses 
have topped the list of professions 
in trustworthiness every year except 
one since Gallup began asking about 

them in 1999.
People in only five other fields 

are held in high or very high trust 
by more than half of Americans: 
pharmacists at 67 percent, doctors at 
65 percent, engineers at 65 percent, 
dentists at 59 percent and police at 
58 percent.

“Healthy majorities of the Ameri-
can public continue to trust the hon-
esty and ethical standards of health 
care providers — nurses, doctors, 
pharmacists and dentists,” said Jim 
Norman, a Gallup analyst.

Even that faith is under pressure, 
however. While almost two-thirds of 
Americans still express faith in physi-
cians, that figure is down from a high 
of 70 percent four years ago.

“Americans do not, by and 

large, rate the honesty and ethical 
standards of American professions 
highly,” Norman said.

The least trusted professionals are 
health-plan managers, stockbrokers, 
advertisers, insurance and car sales-
people and members of Congress.

No surprise, lawmakers are held 
in especially low esteem, with just 
8 percent of Americans evincing 
high or very high trust in them, down 
from a historical high of 25 percent 
in November 2001 shortly after the 
Sept. 11 terror attacks. To reinforce 
the point, 59 percent of respondents 
expressed low or very low trust in 
members of Congress. The 51 point 
difference between high and low was 
the biggest gap among all 22 profes-
sions in the survey.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   January 3, 2017    THE BULLETIN  Page 5

Scientists plan to transmit greetings to other worlds
By Lisa M. Krieger
The Mercury News (TNS)

After decades of fruitless scan-
ning the skies for alien messages, 
scientists say it’s time to try a basic 
rule of etiquette: Say “hello” first.

A new San Francisco-based orga-
nization called METI, or Messaging 
Extra Terrestrial Intelligence, plans 
to send signals to distant planets, 
rather than waiting for them to call 
Earth.

By the end of 2018, the project 
aims to send some conversation-
starters via radio or laser signals 
to a rocky planet circling Proxima 
Centauri, the nearest star other than 
the sun, and then to more distant 
destinations, hundreds or thousands 
of light years away.

It would be the first effort to send 
powerful, repeated and intentional 
messages into space, targeting the 

same stars over months or years.
“If we want to start an exchange 

over the course of many gen-
erations, we want to learn and 
share information,” said Douglas 
Vakoch, president of METI and 
former director of Interstellar Mes-
sage Composition at the Search 
for Extraterrestrial Intelligence 
Institute in Mountain View, Calif.,, 
known as SETI.

Founded last year, METI will 
host two workshops next year, one 
in Paris and the other in St. Louis. 
It also plans to start raising the $1 
million needed annually to staff 
and build or borrow a powerful 
transmitter in a remote location.

Part of the mission will be to 
figure out how to craft the perfect 
message to say “Hello.”

Like much else in science, the 
project has turned controversial. 

Some ask: If aliens are hostile, 
do we really want them to know 
where we are?

We shouldn’t draw attention 
to ourselves, say science fiction 
writer David Brin and theoretical 
physicist Stephen Hawking.

“We have almost zero idea 
of whether aliens are likely to 
be dangerous,” physicist Mark 
Buchanan wrote in journal Nature 
Physics.

Other experts say it’s worth 
waiting until we’re better con-
versationalists — and, then, use 
use well-established groups with 
international consultation.

“Listening and learning is how 
children become adults, and why 
not try that for a while?” said 
Andrew Fraknoi, chair of the 
astronomy department at Foothill 
College in Los Altos Hills. 
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

We can love the unlovable
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Q: I’ve heard that the Bible tells us to love others, but everyone in 
our family agrees that one of our cousins is impossible to love. He’s 
obnoxious and conceited, and no one likes being around him. How 
can you love someone you don’t like? - Mrs. C.B.

  A: Yes, the Bible certainly tells us to love others, even if they aren’t very 
lovable! When Jesus was asked which were the most important of God’s 
laws, He summarized them in two commands: to love God, and to love 
others (see Mark 12:28-34).

  But what does it mean to love others? All too often, I’m afraid, we 
confuse liking someone with loving them. In other words, we think loving 
someone is similar to liking them, only much stronger. And this isn’t neces-
sarily wrong, as far as it goes; a husband (for example) should genuinely 
like his wife and enjoy being in her company.

  Does this mean we can’t love someone who’s difficult to like? No, it 
doesn’t, not if we understand the kind of love God has for us. God loves us 
not because we’re perfect, or even likeable, because we aren’t. We fall far 
short of what He wants us to be, yet the Bible says He still loves us. And 
unlike our love for others, His love means He always wants what’s best for 
us, although we don’t deserve it.

  This is the way God wants us to love others -- by seeking what’s best 
for them. No, your cousin may not be likeable, but have you ever asked 
God to change him? Have you ever gone out of your way to show love 
for him, even if he doesn’t deserve it? Open your heart and life to Christ’s 
transforming love. Then remember: “We love because he first loved us” (1 
John 4:19).

Houston.
But that’s O.K. Most of those 

books will be read again, and 
then, probably, again.  And that’s 
what books are for.  I know people 
who have books on their shelves 
as decoration only, placed there 
because of their handsome leather 
bindings or because the covers 

blend into the color scheme of the 
room. Once, I naturally gravitated 
toward someone’s bookshelves at 
a party and found a row of perfectly 
new, obviously unopened French 
texts.  Since I knew that my hosts 
neither spoke nor read French, I 
realized that the books were purely 
cosmetic, like props on a stage set.

That’s fine with me.  But the 

numerous books in my house are 
both keepsakes and reference 
tools. Though perhaps not always 
enhancing the ambiance of the 
decor, they’re pulled down on occa-
sion to be thumbed through, read or 
re-read, and actually used.

Step over here to the bookcase, 
and let me show you.

That little one right there, with the 
worn cloth binding, is “The Yellow 
Room” by Mary Roberts Rinehart; 
it was the first mystery novel I ever 
read, and the catalyst for a lifetime 
of pleasure.

  I’ve read those novels by Gore 
Vidal – the seven big ones there 
together, all of them set in Wash-
ington, D.C. from the Revolutionary 
War through World War II – twice 
each, and may or may not read 
them again.  But there they are, 
just in case.  That covey of poetry 
anthologies is for when a snippet of 
verse pecks at my brain, or I have a 
decision to make and need to read 
Frost’s “The Road Not Taken” to 
nudge me.  And “Kristin Labrans-
datter” by Sigrid Undset, in those 
three volumes there at the end, may 
never get read at all.  Who knows?  
Maybe sometime in my further 
dotage a long Scandinavian saga 
might be just the ticket for a couple 
of weeks one blustery winter.

I got that boxed set for one dollar 
at a garage sale years ago. That 
same day I found an early Anne 
Sexton.  Not a first edition, but not 
bad for 50 cents.

There’s another reason I’m all in 
favor of buying books on the cheap, 
and it might sound silly to you.  As 
the author of several books – all of 
which are sometimes found on dis-
count racks and clearance carts – I 
like to imagine a shopper unknown 
to me – maybe in Duluth or Peoria 
or Tallahassee – on a crisp Saturday 
morning lifting up one of my efforts, 
thumbing through it, reading the 
first couple of paragraphs, paying 
their $2, and taking it home.  Where 
it might just provide them with an 
acceptable few hours of reading and 
maybe end up in their bookcase.  
Or, better yet, passed along to a 
friend to read.

It’s wishful thinking, I know.  But, 
after all, what’s wrong with a little of 
that? It’s a nice feeling, the pos-
sibility that some of my books are 
wandering around out there in the 
wide world, making their hopeful 

way like Dickens’ pitiful waifs, find-
ing refuge, finally, on a friendly shelf 
or bedside table.

By the way, the $20 that I made 
at the used book store never left 
the building.  A handsome copy of 
Derek Walcott’s poems called out to 
me, and three paperback whodunits.

The bill came to $24.95.
Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 

accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

One person’s cheap books are another’s valued bargain finds, to be read and re-read, then displayed
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At a recent meeting of the Asa Underwood Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, two new members were installed and presented 
certificates. The Asa Underwood Chapter of DAR was organized Nov. 24, 
1941.  Laura Underwood was the organizing Regent of the Chapter.  For 
information to become a member, please call Regent Beverly Cline, (979) 
345-4671. From left:  Beverly Cline, Regent,   Ann Van Volkenburg, Mem-
bership; Dana Lively, new member; Barbara Allen, new member; Shirley 
Walcik, Chaplain; Dona Hatthorn, Registrar

Local DAR chapter installs members

Heart disease increases risk of complications from the flu
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Dear Mayo Clinic: I had some 
heart trouble earlier this year and 
have not yet gotten a flu shot. Is it 
safe for someone like me, who has 
heart issues, to get the vaccine?

A: In almost all cases, the answer 
is yes. Unless you have a specific 
reason for not getting a flu (influ-

enza) shot — such as an allergy 
— the flu shot is very safe, even if 
you have heart disease.

In fact, heart disease increases 
the risk of complications if you get 
influenza, and, so, in your case, the 
flu vaccine would be strongly rec-
ommended. Influenza, or the flu, is 
a known risk factor for cardiovascu-

lar events such as heart attack and 
stroke, which sometimes can cause 
death. The flu also can worsen heart 
failure or other conditions that can 
stress the cardiovascular system, 
such as diabetes or asthma.

It’s not entirely clear how the flu 
triggers cardiovascular problems. It 
may make artery-clogging plaques 
more unstable and vulnerable to 
rupture. It may lower oxygen levels 
and make the heart work harder. It 
may directly injure heart cells. Or it 
may simply put too much stress on 
a more frail body.

The flu shot reduces the risk of 
getting the flu. Even if you get the 
flu after receiving a flu shot, you’ll 
probably have a less severe case 
of the flu.

A recent review of research sug-
gests that getting the flu vaccine 
may reduce the risk of a heart 
attack. The review found that older 
adults who got the flu vaccine 
reduced their risk of heart attack 
over the next eight months by about 
36 percent. Among older adults with 
pre-existing heart disease, getting a 
flu shot reduced heart attack risk by 
over half.

Auto industry putting on the brakes in 2017?
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (TNS)

MILWAUKEE — Coming off 
what may turn out to be its best 
back-to-back sales years ever in 
2015 and 2016, the U.S. auto-
motive business appears to be 
easing off the accelerator a bit 
heading into 2017.

For consumers, that means 
there are bargains to be found.

“The bottom line is sales 
(rates) are still pretty high, but 
they are plateauing, and it is 
taking more effort in terms of 
promotion and incentives to 
keep sales higher,” said Michele 
Krebs, senior analyst for automo-
tive website Autotrader.

With sales leveling off, invento-
ries are rising. “When inventories 
rise, automakers put more incen-
tives on,” Krebs said. “Incentives 
are the highest they have been in 
a long time.”

For consumers, some of the 
best deals to be found are on 
cars rather than SUVs, cross-
overs and pickup trucks, said Jim 
Tolkan, president of the Automo-
bile Dealers Association of Mega 
Milwaukee.

“There’s been a huge shift 
— even significantly greater than 
last year — from car sales to 
pickup trucks and even more so, 
crossover vehicles and SUVs,” 
Tolkan said.

Nationally, new vehicle sales 
are about 70 percent light duty 
trucks — “everything from a 
(Toyota) RAV4 to a Kia Soul to 
a GMC Yukon,” Tolkan said, and 
about 30 percent cars.

“I think there is a little push-
back on the cars,” said Frank 
Boucher, president of the 
Boucher Automotive Group, 
which has locations across south-
ern Wisconsin.

“People have always enjoyed 
their pickups and sport utilities,” 
Boucher said, adding that “40 
percent of Nissan’s business the 
last couple months has been the 
Rogue,” a small sport utility.

Beyond the growth in sales of 
SUVs and pickups, an overall 
inventory shift is forecast for 
2017 as thousands of leases 
are up. That could mean some 
decent deals for used car shop-
pers in 2017.
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class, such 
as Stand-Up Defensive Driving, 
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certificate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for more infor-
mation and to make a resevation.

 Our classes are held in the first-
floor meeting room of Candlewood 
Suites, which is located at 506 E. 
Hwy. 332 in Lake Jackson.

Exacty how great are Time magazine’s ‘Best 25 Inventions of 2016’?
By Danny Tyree
Special to The Bulletin

I don’t have the space to do 
injustice to all of them, but some of 
them just beg for comment.

The editors of “Time” shine a 
spotlight on Medtronic’s MiniMed 
670G, an iPod-sized device that 
the magazine dubs “the artificial 
pancreas.” It’s a genuine boon for 
Type 1 diabetes patients, since it 
can help them regulate their sugar 
level. But look for money-grubbing 
copycat entrepreneurs to lobby for 
the use of “the artificial appendix” 
and “the artificial irregularly shaped 
mole.”

Kudos are given to “Barbies 
That Look More Like Real Girls.” 
In January Mattel introduced three 
additional body types of Barbie 

(petite, tall, curvy), boosting global 
sales by 44 percent! It’s somewhat 
less likely that anyone will introduce 
more body types for G.I. Joe. 

(“I don’t have to give you any-
thing but my name, rank, serial 
number and a show-stopping tune 
from ‘Hamilton.’” “Ow! My back hair 
is tangling in the barbed wire!” “My 
Kung Fu Grip won’t turn loose of 
the Bud can.”Where’s my rifle??? 
Oh, it’s in this roll of belly fat...”)

Plentiful SEAWEED is touted as 
the next big thing in the food world. 
Of course food companies will need 
your big brother for MARKETING it. 
(“Go ahead, take a bite. You’ll love 
it. It just lacks the tread marks of 
the last thing I con – er, convinced 
you to eat.”)

“Responsive clothing” is another 

innovation. Reminiscent of the 
1959 Vincent Price horror film “The 
Tingler” (select theater seats were 
wired to give the audience a tingling 
sensation at appropriate moments), 
these high-tech garments would 
“send feelings.” For example, you 
could buy a sweatshirt that “hugs” 
your child. Employers would prob-
ably love to invest in company 
uniforms with the patented “Boss 
tore me a new one” sensation.

One of the most mind-blowing 
inventions is what “Time” billed as 
“the levitating lightbulb.” Flyte costs 
$349 and relies on electromagne-
tism to levitate and spin and “reso-
nant inductive coupling” to shine. 

My son the future engineer tells 
me that gravity is a weaker force 
than electromagnetism. Great. The 

Flyte people are flirting with bullying 
lawsuits.

The idea for Flyte probably came 
from those lightbulbs over comic 
strip characters’ heads. Maybe 
someone should also develop a 
real version of “plewds” (instances 
of projectile sweating) and create 
ergonomic real “grawlixes” (those 
combinations of symbols that stand 
for profanity in the comics), so 
middle fingers could get a rest on 
the freeway.

The inventors of Flyte intend to 
introduce a “whole ecosystem of 
floating products.” The only gadget 
I would pay $349 for is one that 
yanks up the waistband of baggy 
pants – and keeps the contents far, 
far away from 3D printers!

     © 2016 Danny Tyree.
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At a recent meeting of Lamar Fontaine Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, two new members 
were installed by President Shirley Walcik. Pictured left to right:  Amy Baker, Lana Newsom and Shirley Walcik.

Local UDC chapter installs new members

At the Holiday meeting of the Asa Underwood Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, Nathan Jones, curator of the Bryan 
Museum,  was the guest speaker. The museum is located in an historic 
19th century landmark building located at 1315 21st Street in Galveston. 
Many authentic artifacts are housed in this beautiful museum.  There is 
an admission charge. Pictured left to right: Nathan Jones, curator of the 
Bryan Museum,and DAR Regent Beverly Cline.

Bryan Museum curator speaks at DAR meeting

Pictured left to right:  Bartlett Ramsey, Vice President; Pam Massingill, 
Registrar; James Glover, Brazoria County Parks; and Charlene Buck, 
Treasurer. James Glover spoke on early Texian, Granbury Logan, in 
Brazoria County.

Glover speaks to local DAR chapter

Bring me a sandwich at 30,000 feet
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

Signs of civilization: Delta Air Lines is flirting with the idea of bringing back 
free meals in coach class on long domestic flights.

A test of the idea, on its transcontinental service between New York and 
California, was done Nov. 1-Dec. 15. Its morning passengers got a break-
fast sandwich or “breakfast medley.” Its afternoon passengers got a turkey 
combo or veggie wrap. That’s in addition to free snacks.

It’s hardly white linen and sterling silver, but a sandwich is a sandwich.
For years, coach passengers’ only option on long domestic flights has 

been to bring their own food or buy expensive on-board fare. But New York 
to Los Angeles nonstop flights take 61/2 hours, as long as many international 
flights. Detroit to Los Angeles flights take 51/2 hours. And airlines know that 
a hungry passenger is not a happy passenger.

The airline will use the results and customer feedback to determine 
whether to scrap, permanently implement or expand the idea.
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Rick Steve’s Europe

London’s many attractions – such as its famous Harrod’s department store – make it a great winter destination 
for sightseeing and shopping. (Lauren Mills, Rick Steves’ Europe.)

Warm memories of chilling in Europe
By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

  Every summer, Europe greets a 
stampede of sightseers. Instead of 
jumping into the peak-season pig 
pile, consider planning a trip for the 
off-season - generally November 
through March. Here are some 
things to know when planning a 
winter trip.

  IT’S CHEAPER: Off-season 
airfares are often hundreds of dol-
lars cheaper. With fewer crowds 
in Europe, you may find you can 
sleep for less: Many fine hotels 
drop their prices, and budget hotels 
have plenty of vacancies. And while 
many B-and-Bs 
and other budget 
accommodations 
may be closed, 
those still open are almost empty 
and, therefore, more comfortable. 
The opposite can be true of big-
city business centers (especially 
in Berlin and the Scandinavian 
capitals), which are busiest with cor-
porate travelers and most expensive 
off-season.

  If traveling without hotel reserva-
tions, consider showing up late in 
the day, let them know you’re a 
hosteler (student, senior, artist, or 
whatever) with a particular price 
limit, and bargain from there. 

  YOU’LL ENCOUNTER 
FEWER CROWDS: Off-season 
adventurers loiter all alone through 
Leonardo da Vinci’s last home in 
France, ponder in Rome’s Forum 
undisturbed, kick up sand on lonely 

Adriatic beaches and chat with 
laid-back guards by log fires in a 
Loire chateau. In wintertime Venice, 
you can be all alone atop St. Mark’s 
bell tower, watching the clouds of 
your breath roll over the Byzantine 
domes of the church to a horizon 
of cut-glass Alps. Below, on St. 
Mark’s Square, pigeons fidget and 
wonder, “Where are the tourists?” 
Off-season adventurers enjoy step-
right-up service at shops and tourist 
offices, and experience a more 
European Europe.

  Some places are just better 
off-season. Although many popu-
lar tourist-oriented parks, shows 

and tours will 
be closed, 
off-season is 
in-season for high 

culture: In Vienna, for example, the 
Boys’ Choir, opera and Lipizzaner 
stallions are in all their crowd-pleas-
ing glory. London’s theater season 
is in high gear; music lovers can 
enjoy winter concerts at the grand 
red-velvet-draped Royal Albert Hall. 
In parts of the Mediterranean, it’s 
so hot in the summer that if you can 
just bundle up and go off-season, 
you’ll have a good time.

  PREPARE FOR THE 
WEATHER: Make sure to consider 
weather conditions when you make 
travel plans. The weather can be 
miserable – cold, windy and drizzly 
– and then turn worse. Europe and 
North America share the same 
latitudes and a similar climate, 
but you can’t go by latitude alone. 

Madrid and New York City should 
have similar weather, but Madrid 
is also 2,000 feet above sea level. 
Inland areas have colder winters, 
so Prague can get as chilly as Min-
neapolis. 

  Just don’t write off a cold 
destination just because it’s winter. 
I spoke to a traveler who swapped 
the sunny Caribbean for a too-good-
to-pass-up deal to Iceland in the 

dead of winter – with just four hours 
of daylight – and the breathtaking 
Northern lights viewed from her 
glacier hike made her glad she did. 
As long as you dress appropriately, 
you can have a fine time.

  Remember the smart traveler’s 
mantra: There’s no bad weather ... 
just inappropriate clothing. Pack 
for the cold and wet – layers of 
clothing, rainproof parka, gloves, 
wool hat, long johns, waterproof 
shoes and an umbrella. Bundle up. 
Europe’s wonderful city walking 
tours go regardless of the tempera-
ture. Cold weather is colder when 
you’re outdoors trying to enjoy 
yourself all day long, and cheap 
hotels are not always adequately 
heated in the off-season. But just as 
summer can be wet and gray, winter 
can be crisp and blue, and even into 
mid-November, hillsides blaze with 
colorful leaves.

  BEWARE OF SHORTER 
HOURS: Because much of Europe 
is at high latitudes, the winter days 
are short. It’s dark by 5 p.m. Make 
a point of getting your day started 
early so you have a full stretch of 
daylight to have your fun. Some 
sights close down entirely, and most 
operate on shorter hours, with dark-
ness often determining the closing 

time. Winter sightseeing is fine in 
big cities, which bustle year-round, 
but it’s more frustrating in small 
tourist towns, which can be boringly 
quiet, with many sights and restau-
rants closed down. In December, 
many beach resorts shut up as tight 
as canned hams. While Europe’s 
wonderful outdoor evening ambi-
ence survives all year in the south, 
wintertime streets are empty in the 
north after dark. English-language 
tours, common in the summer, are 
rare off-season. Tourist information 
offices normally stay open year-
round, but have shorter hours in 
the winter. Opening times are less 
predictable, so call ahead to double-
check hours.

  With a well-planned itinerary and 
preparation for weather conditions, 
a winter trip to Europe can be easier 
and more relaxed than one during 
the hectic summer school break. In 
fact, some of my warmest European 
memories have been in the chilly 
off-season.
  (Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) 
writes European travel guidebooks 
and hosts travel shows on public 
television and public radio. Email him at 
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog 
on Facebook.)
(c)2016 RICK STEVES

River cruising is a great way to see the world
By Janeen Christoff
TravelPulse (TNS)

There are a few tried and true 
tricks to making your river cruise 
experience a success and to fall in 
love with this mode of travel that 
can take you around the world. 
Here are some ways to enjoy the 
journey.

• Pick your passion. There are 
so many river cruises from which 
to choose, pick one that focuses 
on something you love such as 
castles on the Rhine, a wine-
themed cruise or bring the kids 
on a family-friendly Christmas 
markets sailing. 

• Prepare your appetite. River 
cruising is not about all-you-can-

eat buffets and gorge-yourself 
dining — but there is a lot of eating. 
From five-course meals to cultural 
cuisine to tasting all of the different 
varieties of wine in a region — you 
should come prepared to enjoy the 
food. Don’t worry about the calories. 
You are sure to walk those off later 
on.

• Immerse yourself in local 
culture. The beauty of river cruis-
ing is that you get to see smaller 
towns and destinations that offer a 
glimpse into the everyday lives of 
local people in each of the countries 
that you visit during your cruise. If 
the ship docks in a small, river-side 
town that is used as a jumping-off 
place to explore a larger more popu-

lar destination, make some time 
to stroll the streets of the smaller 
towns and get to know what life in 
the country is really like.

• Get ready to relax. The beauty 
of river cruising is that there is a 
lot on offer to keep you busy, but 
one goal should be to clear a few 
hours to play games in the lounge 
or enjoy a cocktail. Book a spa 
appointment instead of doing a 
walking tour.

• Get to know the crew. These 
are the people who are secret 
experts in every destination. They 
know local hangouts, the coolest 
shops and the best restaurants.  
Chat with them, and you will find 
the secrets of each destination.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   January 3, 2017    THE BULLETIN  Page 11

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

“millions of illegal immigrants are 
using fraudulent manufacturers’ 
coupons, making it impossible for 
honest Americans to get their fair 
share at the supermarket.” 

Feb. 5 – In Houston, the Super 
Bowl halftime show is delayed for 
38 minutes while Lady Gaga’s ability 
to stay on key is tested as part of 
the NFL’s strict new Music Protocol. 

Feb. 18 – President Trump 
travels to Moscow to attend ground-
breaking ceremonies for a Trump 
Hotel and Casino. Trump pledges 
the project “will create as many as 
900 new jobs.” 

Mar. 11 – Owners of Tribune 
Online Content (TRONC) announce 
another name change. The media 
conglomerate will now be known as 
First American Resource Technolo-
gies. 

Mar. 22 – CNN expands its 
roster of paid Trump apologists to 
include David Buono, the head golf 
professional at Mar-a-Lago. 

Apr. 2 – President Trump tells 
Sean Hannity that his cabinet “will 
rotate in a way I learned at dinner 
parties.” Every three months, cabi-
net members will move two seats 
to their right – so that Ben Carson, 
for example, having served three 
months as Housing Secretary, will 
spend the next three months as 
Secretary of State, and so forth. 

Apr. 26 – Samsung releases its 
Galaxy Note 8 with a built-in Smoke 
Alarm app. 

May 4 – According to Breitbart 
News, Barack Obama will build 
his presidential library in Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

June 14 – At a news confer-
ence in Chappaqua, N.Y., Hillary 
Clinton announces she is reluctantly 
dropping her effort to overturn elec-
tion results in Michigan. “It’s time 
to move on,” she tells reporters, 
“so we can focus on challenges in 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.” 

June 15 – Ivanka Trump 
appears at the Neiman Marcus in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, to launch her 
Baby Trump line of resort wear for 
affluent Republican toddlers. 

July 20 – Breitbart News pub-
lishes emails from Nancy Pelosi’s 
doctor revealing that the House 
Minority Leader suffers from addic-
tions to marijuana and Starbucks’ 
Pumpkin Spice Lattes. 

July 25 – The White House 
abruptly cancels an order for three 
KOHLER Santa Rosa Comfort 
Height Elongated 1.28 GPF toilets 
after President Trump complains 
that the Obama Administration failed 
to negotiate a favorable deal. 

July 26 – House Speaker Paul 
Ryan says Wisconsin-based Kohler 
could suffer “irreparable damage.” 

Aug. 2 – Six reporters from the 
Huffington Post travel to Wisconsin 
to probe Toiletgate. 

Aug. 3 – In a phone call to “Fox 
& Friends,” President Trump says 
he has reinstated the toilet deal and 
sweetened it with tax breaks after 
obtaining a pledge that Kohler will 
never, ever, contemplate leaving 
Kohler, Wisconsin. 

Sept. 16 – Pollster Frank Luntz 
launches a weekly series on Fox 
News Channel titled “The Undecid-
eds,” in which “ordinary Americans” 
discuss why they are still unable to 
choose between Donald Trump and 
Hillary Clinton. 

Oct. 13 – In Stockholm, the 
Nobel Prize in Literature is awarded 
to Miley Cyrus. 

Nov. 8 – President Trump visits 
the Barnes & Noble on Fifth Avenue 
in Manhattan to sign copies of 
a book containing his campaign 
speeches titled “The Art of the 
Spiel.” 

Nov. 23 – Donald Trump 

becomes the first president in 
modern history to deny clemency to 
the National Turkey on Thanksgiv-
ing. “There will be no pardons until 
each bird is properly vetted,” he 
tweets. “We don’t even know where 
these turkeys are coming from!” 

Nov. 24 – At a rally carried live 
by CNN, FNC and MSNBC, Alt-right 
leader Richard Spencer tells a 
crowd of 18 people in North Caro-
lina that repeated use of the term 
Black Friday is “an effort by left wing 
media to make white Americans 
feel disenfranchised on the nation’s 
most sacred shopping day.”

Dec. 1 – President and Mrs. 
Trump begin a month-long holiday 

at the new Trump Hotel and Casino 
in Kaohsiung, Taiwan. Vice Presi-
dent and Mrs. Pence travel to the 
Holiday Inn Express in Indianapolis. 

Dec. 31 – With the entire Trump 
Administration still on vacation, 
Designated Survivor Kellyanne 
Conway offers New Year’s greetings 
via Mark Zuckerberg’s new channel 
FFNN, the Facebook Fake News 
Network. 

Peter Funt can be reached at 
www.CandidCamera.com

Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Opti-
mistic,” is available at Amazon.com 
and CandidCamera.com.©2016 
Peter Funt.

Peter Funt’s precap of news certain to occur in 2017, or it may not
(Continued on Page 1)

Player recalls getting Belichick 
holiday gift: a pink slip

Who needs the Grinch during 
the holidays when you have Bill 
Belichick?

Chargers tight end Asante 
Cleveland says the New England 
Patriots’ coach called him last 
year — on Christmas — to tell 
him he was being cut from the 
roster to make room for a new 
player, leading to this early New 
Year’s resolution.

“Phone off on Christmas,” 
Cleveland told The San Diego 
Union-Tribune. “It’s going to be 
the new rule I go with for the rest 
of my life. Only bad news can 
come. Good news will still be 
there the next day.”

And how did that fateful call 
end?

“I said, ‘Merry Christmas.’ I 
don’t know if he heard me. He 
didn’t say it back.”
NFL headlines

— At TheKicker.com: “Browns 
fans bruise tender hands that 
hadn’t clapped all year.”

— At Fark.com: “Bills are now 
0 for 17 in 21st-century playoff 
appearances.”
Cheeky assist

Ageless — O.K., 44-year-old 
— Jaromir Jagr of the Florida 
Panthers moved into second 
place behind Wayne Gretzky on 
the NHL’s all-time scoring list 
when a puck bounced off his butt 
right to a teammate for an unlikely 
assist. 
Name of the Year

Six-foot-10 Creighton basket-
ball player Sam Dunkum.
Just wondering

With Vikings coach Mike 
Zimmer wearing a surgical patch 
over his right eye, shouldn’t he be 
coaching the Raiders?
Talking the talk

—User aim4apex, on Ins-
tagram, sharing a picture of a 
Zamboni at the drive-up window 
of a Tim Hortons in Stony Plain, 
Alberta: “This was probably the 
most Canadian thing I’ve ever 
seen in my 26 years of life.”



Page 12  THE BULLETIN  January 3, 2017  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

and kept, if at all possible. So, don’t 
make them like everyone else.

An estimated 75 percent of all 
resolutions last about a week, while 
46 percent make it past six months, 
according to a University of Scran-
ton study. This must have been a 
fun study to conduct, asking people 
about their New Year’s resolutions. 
It’s one of those Earth-shattering 
ones.

But not as important as a 2011 
researcher project at Albany Medical 
College. Researchers  played songs 
by Beethoven and Miles Davis to 
rats and concluded that the rats 
preferred silence, but would rather 
hear Beethoven than Miles Davis.

Smart rats, but once again, let’s 
get back to our New Year’s resolu-
tion topic.

University of Scranton research-
ers also stated that 39% of people 
in their twenties will achieve their 
resolution each year while only 14% 
of people over 50 years of age will 
achieve theirs.

It may be better to skip the 
resolution part and go straight to the 
breaking part 86 percent of the time 
for people around my age.

The trick to keeping these 

resolutions, according to experts, 
is to make them reachable and 
reasonable. And that is good advice, 
because it is coming from experts.

For example, instead of pledg-
ing to lose an incredible amount 
of weight in a very short time, just 
pledge to eat less. Weight loss has 
to be the most common New Year’s 
resolution.

I hereby pledge to use my 
cellphone less when I’m in the gym. 
That is a reasonable resolution. I 
didn’t say I’d cut it out, or I would 
not look at it in restaurants or before 
the movie starts. That would be 
harder to keep.

I also didn’t say that I would 
spend more time in the gym. If I 
did do that, I’d probably be on my 
cellphone, so that wouldn’t work.

I’m also going to continue to put 
out the paper each week. That’s an 
easy goal, since I am already doing 
it. Like I said, keep it reasonable 
- little steps, or in this case, no step.

I am not pledging to end my 
columns without injecting a little 
corn and pun. That would be asking 
for too much.

Happy New Year’s resolutions, 
dear reader. I hope you’ll keep 
yours longer than the rest of us.

(Continued from Page 1)

Those New Year’s resolutions, and more

“We can’t always know the reason 
a person looks up a word in the 
dictionary; we only know when. 
We’re good at reading data; we’re 
not good at reading minds.”

Surreal experienced three major 
spikes in 2016: In March, when the 
word was used during coverage 
of the terror attacks in Brussels; in 
July, when it was used to describe 
a coup attempt in Turkey and the 
terrorist attack in Nice; and in 
November, when Donald Trump 
was elected president of the 
United States.

To select a word of the year, 
editors zero in on words that are 
suddenly hot, rather than words 
that receive the most overall 
look-ups. That means they rule 
out so-called “evergreen” words 
such as democracy, fascism and 
pragmatic, which are looked up 
frequently year-round, regardless 
of specific news events.

(Speaking of regardless: 
Sokolowski mentions that an 
unnamed broadcaster used 
“irregardless” during the World 

Series coverage, sending many 
folks straight to their online diction-
aries. “Irregardless is indeed a real 
word,” Sokolowski says. “But we 
advise strongly against using it. Use 
regardless instead.”)

Surreal was first defined by 
Merriam-Webster in 1967 (the 
same year The Beatles released 
“Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band!”) and is derived from surreal-
ism, the artistic movement associ-
ated with Salvador Dali and Rene 
Magritte.

“Surreal is often looked up 
spontaneously in moments of both 
tragedy and surprise, whether or not 
it is used in speech or writing,” Mer-
riam-Webster said in a statement 
announcing the selection. “This is 
not surprising: We often search for 
just the right word to help us bring 
order to abstract thoughts, emotions 
or reactions. Surreal seems to be, 
for 2016, such a word.”

Dictionary.com selected “xeno-
phobia” as its word of the year, 
citing “worldwide interest in the 
unfortunate rise of fear of otherness 
in 2016.”

The Guardian nominated 
“unpresidented” for word-of-
the-year honors, a response to 
Trump’s weekend tweet in which 
he wrote, “China steals United 
States navy research drone in 
international waters — rips it out 
of water and takes it to China in 
unpresidented act.” The tweet was 
deleted and replaced with one 
using “unprecedented.”

Among the Guardian’s sug-
gested definitions for “unpresi-
dented” is: “An instance of 
someone being prepared to say 
what most of us are thinking, but 
actually saying things most of us 
are not thinking.”

Oxford Dictionaries, meanwhile, 
declared “post-truth” (“relating to or 
denoting circumstances in which 
objective facts are less influential 
in shaping public opinion than 
appeals to emotion and personal 
belief”) its international word of the 
year.

It’s hard to imagine a year more 
surreal than the one drawing to 
a close, but 2017 is sure to give 
2016 a run for its money.

Merriam-Webster’s word of the year for 2016 is ‘Surreal’
(Continued from Page 1)
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: AHEAD  DECAY  UNCURL  EASILY
Answer: What the crew chief feared when he went online -- A “CRASH”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Awesome ambitions 
may arise as this week unfolds. You may dream about 
financial security. A close companion might offer some 
wisdom or advice that helps you work more efficiently.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): All the best is put to 
the test. You hope to bask in luxury or indulge in crea-
ture comforts in the week ahead. You will still be able 
to pinch pennies when it is the smart thing to do.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Act like a grownup. In 
the week ahead if you are expected to complete an 
assignment on time, then it is smart to get the work 
started before the deadline is breathing down your 
neck.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Consistency wins 
commendations. Persistence and determination will 
produce favorable results better than sudden changes 
of plan or attitude. This is a good week to follow 
someone’s lead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Manifest a mountain of 
memories as this week unfolds. You may be anxious 
to get back to work or have a pet project that takes up 
your time. Give loved ones as much of your time as 
possible.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Lessons from the past 
might come in handy in the week ahead. Remain 
loyal to a loved one so that person has no reason to 

look for greener pastures. Focus on being charming and 
amenable.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Focus on being flexible. You 
can’t count on plans going through quite as planned in the 
week to come but that just adds spice to your life. Indulge 
in extravagances while you can.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Unwrap gifts and then 
wrap up the year. In the week to come you might feel that 
there is an advantage to putting end of the year financial 
strategies into play or making markdown purchases.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Getting ahead 
might be your aim. In the week ahead you may have your 
ambitions stirred by newsworthy information or technology. 
Enjoy every chance to experiment and enrich your life.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): As this week unfolds 
you may decide to put business ahead of pleasure 
because pleasure is merely fleeting. Preparation and 
tweaking are needed before you launch a fresh initiative.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Generosity is only com-
mendable when something of value is shared. You can 
share your time and feelings as well as your money. Avoid 
making major financial decisions this week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Breaking with tradition 
may break the bank. Your loved might disapprove of the 
latest trendy items, but that needn’t hold you back. In the 
week ahead avoid being impulsive or unreliable.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Jan. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1863, 
President Lincoln signed the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, declaring that 
slaves in all the Confederate states 
were free. In 1959, Fidel Castro 
led Cuban revolutionaries to victory 
over the Batista regime.

Jan. 3: ON THIS DATE in 
1521, theologian Martin Luther was 
excommunicated by the Roman 
Catholic Church for refusing to 

retract his views about how the 
church needed reform. In 1967, 
Jack Ruby, who had shot and killed 
accused presidential assassin Lee 
Harvey Oswald in 1963, died of 
cancer in a Dallas prison.

Jan. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1936, 
Billboard magazine published its 
first chart ranking pop-music songs 
in terms of sales. In 1957, Colliers 
magazine published its final edition 
after 69 years.

Jan. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1709, 
sudden extreme cold killed thou-
sands of Europeans. In 1914, Henry 
Ford announced that he would 
begin paying his workers $5 a day 
- nearly double what other automak-
ers were paying. He also said he 
would give employees a share of his 
company’s profits.

Jan. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1838, 
Samuel Morse made the first public 
demonstration of his telegraph. In 
1942, Pan American World Airways’ 
“Pacific Clipper,” a Boeing 314, 
completed the first around-the-world 
commercial airline flight after avoid-
ing Japanese submarine guns in the 
Indian Ocean on a trip that began 

from California just days before the 
attack on Pearl Harbor.

Jan. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1789, 
the United States’ first presidential 
election was held. Voters chose 
electors who, a month later, made 
George Washington the winner. In 
1958, Bobby Fischer won the United 
States chess championship at the 
age of 14.

Jan. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1908, 
a subway train linking Brooklyn 
and Manhattan opened. In 1964, 
President Lyndon Johnson declared 
a “War on Poverty.”

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1920, the 
Boston Red Sox sold future Hall-of-
Famer Babe Ruth to the New York 
Yankees. This abysmal decision 
by a team that had won five World 
Series between 1903 and 1918 
led to a superstition that was said 
to derail the Sox’s aspirations for 
another championship until 2004.

This week’s question: In 
1969, who was the Most Valuable 
Player when the New York Jets beat 
the Baltimore Colts in the NFL’s 
Super Bowl III?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• Public Policy Polling finds that 

only 13% of Americans think “Die 
Hard” is a Christmas movie, while 
62% say it is not.

• The real St. Nicholas was a wiry 
Greek-Turkish archbishop who lived 
on a sunny Mediterranean beach.

• 42% of Americans don’t put any-
thing in their Egg Nog, but among 
those who do, 22% prefer rum, 16% 
go for bourbon, and 7% pick brandy.

• A new study found that even 
without cold weather, heart-related 
deaths spike during the Christmas 
season.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Antarctica’s Emperor penguins are so numerous, they can be counted 
from space.

• Ferrero, the company that owns Nutella, Ferrero Rocher, and Kinder, 
also owns Tic Tac.

• Your 2016 calendar is reusable in 2044, 2072, and 2112.
• To cancel out the negative environmental impact of one plastic bag, a 

cotton bag would need to be reused each day for a year.
• On December 5, 1952, a giant cloud of air pollution called the Great 

Smog killed around 12,000 Londoners.
• The Room of Requirement, seen in the final chapters of the Harry Potter 

movie series, contains props from the films that came before it.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Staples Center team
9 Not flat
15 Minor issue?
16 Brazilian ballroom dance
17 Tiny cylindrical structure
18 Without a key
19 B’s 5 and C’s 6
20 Home entertainment option
22 Label for the Poison album 

“Poison’d!”
23 Links acronym
24 Crawford of the NBA’s Clippers
25 40% of DX
26 Common doo-wop soloist
27 Radar screen blip
28 It has a ring to it
29 Shoe attachment?
30 Clubby type
31 Works up

34 Places to see arrows
35 Sat for a bit
36 Semblance
37 Kitchen additions?
38 Prepare for winter flight, in a way
39 Energy Reorg. Act of 1974 
creation
42 Pounds
43 Elegant
44 Krombacher output
45 Keats’ “Sylvan historian”
46 Farm deliveries
47 “Taxi” actor
48 “Soon”
50 “You’ve got to be kidding me!”
52 Debussy’s “__ Suite”
53 Title I of the Agricultural Act of 
1956
54 Dug
55 Betrays

DOWN
1 Outdoor sitting areas
2 Dame of mystery
3 Former heavyweight champ __ 
Lewis
4 Knock for __
5 Little beavers
6 Cassowary cousin
7 Trunk structures
8 __ trunk
9 Insignificant
10 How some busy people run
11 Maker of SteeL kitchen products
12 Scaly reproductive organ
13 Free West Coast daily
14 Gets the job done
21 Pound sound
24 Wasn’t serious
25 Leek relative
27 Sacks of diamonds?
28 Presence
29 Soft
30 RisquŽ
31 Seat of Peru’s Constitutional 
Court
32 Made a comeback?
33 Repeated musical pattern
34 1994 film about a scandal
36 Demand to split
38 Calendario entry
39 Time to flip the sign, perhaps
40 Change in boundaries
41 Stimulates, with “up”
43 Like many boats on lakes
44 Tale of a whitetail
46 Big affair
47 Birdbrain
49 Douglas __
51 Labor gp. that initially supported 
FDR
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
HILL  RIDGE  PLAIN  ISLAND  RAVINE  CANYON  VALLEY
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