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By John Toth
The Bulletin

It would be easy to rattle off a 
bunch of New Year’s resolutions to 
make me feel better, only to wind 
up breaking them later. But I have 
come up with something new – a 
more manageable concept.

The unresolutions.
Spellcheck has underlined the 

word because it does not recognize 
it. It is a new word. I just made it 

up. It will take spellcheck programs 
another 10 years to catch up, if they 
even accept it then. But you are now 
part of this new concept of making 
unresolutions.

Remember the 7-Up commercials 
in the 1960s? The Uncola? 

I heard that jingle as a child of 
11, and it stuck in my mind. Some 
Madison Avenue ad man came up 
with a goldmine of a line. I hope he 
got rich off of it.

The Uncola was nothing like the 
Cola because it was transparent. 
But it tastes just as syrupy. We’re 
going to do better with unresolu-
tions.

• My first unresolution is to not 
worry about working out. I do it if I 
want and am lazy when I want. A lot 

Ramblings

.By Ernie Williamnson
The Bulletin

Some tales from Christmases past 
and present:

MY CHRISTMAS STORY:  Every 

year when I hear Ralphie describe 
his family’s misadventures in “A 
Christmas Story,” I can’t help but 
recall one of my most memorable 
Christmases. I have told the story 
many times, but never to you.  
Beware:  It is not nearly as funny.

I am not sure of the exact year, 
but one year when I was about 10 
and my brother was about 7, my 
parents gave us a dog for Christ-
mas.  

Chipper was no ordinary dog.  
He was a beautiful collie that was 
a couple years old and had already 
been trained by a breeder. He was 

a dead-ringer for Lassie. 
Apparently, the breeder felt she 

was getting too old to care for more 
than a couple dogs and had decided 
to give Chipper away to a deserving 
family.  She had interviewed several 
prospective owners, and my dad 
won out. He brought it home a day 
or two before Christmas. 

By Christmas day, Chipper was 
a member of the family.  We loved 
that dog. 

Christmas night my family, includ-
ing aunts, uncles and cousins, was 
eating dinner when the doorbell 
rang.

My dad went into the other room 

Holiday leftovers: Chipper the dog was a great present, then the doorbell rang

(Continued on Page 6)

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Did you ever have one of those 
days that you meticulously planned 
for – and NOTHING went as 
planned? Well, New Year’s Eve 
1986, the afternoon Roy and I were 
married, was like that. 

We were married then because 
it was a date Roy could remember. 
But the last day of 1986 goes down 
in history for much different reasons.

After Roy popped the question, 
we organized the wedding in three 
months. We booked a wedding 
chapel, ordered the invitations, and 
arranged for wedding attire. The 
reception should have been at the 
chapel, but since they had an eve-
ning wedding planned there, we held 
it at our new home.

I ordered and paid for a cake 
to feed 40 people, decorated with 
rambling pink roses, two months in 

Memories are made of this

The View from My Seat
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Highest winds in history

How is wind made?

For nearly 62 years, Mount Washington, New Hampshire held the world 
record for the fastest wind gust ever recorded on the surface of the Earth: 
231 miles per hour, recorded April 12, 1934 by Mount Washington Observa-
tory staff.

It was toppled in 1996 when an unmanned instrument station in Barrow 
Island, Australia recorded a new record of 253 miles per hour during 
Typhoon Olivia. Though the Observatory record fell, it’s a very human story, 
and it still stands as the highest surface wind speed ever observed by man.

Wind is air in motion. It is 
produced by the uneven heating 
of the earth’s surface by the sun. 
Since the earth’s surface is made 
of various land and water forma-
tions, it absorbs the sun’s radiation 
unevenly. 

Two factors are necessary to 
specify wind: speed and direction.

As the sun warms the Earth’s 
surface, the atmosphere warms too. 
Some parts of the Earth receive 
direct rays from the sun all year and 
are always warm. 

Other places receive indirect 
rays, so the climate is colder. Warm 
air, which weighs less than cold air, 
rises. 

Then cool air moves in and 
replaces the rising warm air. This 
movement of air is what makes the 
wind blow.



cere. As Garg puts it, “glad-handing 
is typically associated with politi-
cians, used car salesmen and their 
ilk,” who are greeting you warmly 
not because they’re pleased to see 
you but rather want something from 
you. 

Her beauty was only 
surpassed by her patent

Q. In 1942, Austrian-born Hedwig 
Kiesler patented an invention that 
made radio signals unjammable. 
Eventually, it found its way into 
a modern device that has trans-
formed our world. Do you know this 
woman’s more famous screen name 
and the name of the device?

A. The beautiful actress Hedy 
Lamar had been married to an 
armament manufacturer and arms 
dealer, but after she left him, she 
devoted her time working on inven-
tions that she hoped would help the 
Allies defeat the Nazis in World War 
II, says Marie Benedict in her book 
“The Only Woman in the Room.”  
Hedy’s frequency hopping invention 
rendered radio signals from a ship 
or airplane to its torpedo impen-
etrable, thus improving torpedoes’ 
accuracy. Although the U.S. Navy 
rejected her design, in the 1950s, 
her top-secret patent was included 
in a sonobuoy that could detect sub-
marines and transmit that informa-
tion to an airplane overhead.

Eventually, the military and others 
developed their own inventions 
using this interpretation of spread-
spectrum technology, but Hedy 
never received any recompense 
since her patent had expired.  
Today, aspects of her frequency 
hopping idea can be found in the 
cell phones we use every day.  
“Hedy’s role in these advancements 
was unknown until the 1990s, when 
she received a few awards for her 
invention, recognition she consid-
ered more important than the suc-
cess of her movies,” Benedict says. 
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Making cars safer
Q. In the U.S., the lifetime risk 

of dying in a car accident is 1 in 
522, substantially lower than, for 
example, the 1-in-64 risk of dying 
from accidental poisoning, reports 
“New Scientist” magazine. How is 
the European Union leading the way 
in making cars even safer?

A. It is mandating that by 2022, 
all new models of car have 15 
advanced driver assistance systems 
(ADAS), including intelligent speed 
and lane-keeping assistance, 
drowsiness and attention detection 
and black box recorders, says the 
magazine’s Chris Stokel-Walker.  
Already ADAS have been shown 
to improve safety. Jessica Cicchino 
of the U.S. Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety found that “auto-
matic braking halves the number of 
rear end crashes.  And systems that 
warn drivers when they veer out of 
their lane reduced the rate of fatal 
crashes by 86 percent.”

The new tech focuses on “the 
main cause of road accidents:  
drivers not sticking to the rules.”  
Drowsiness and attention detections 
measure the percentage of time 
drivers’ eyes are closed, advising 
them to take a break. And event 
data recorders can be checked in 

the event of an accident, helping 
drivers with insurance claims and 
police investigations.

According to a 2018 European 
Commission report, ADAS could 
save some 73,000 lives by 2030 
and reduce the number of serious 
auto injuries by 38,900 over this 
period.

Hands-on linguistics
Q. What do your hands or 

anybody’s hands have to do with 
the linguistics of life? Can you put 
your hands on the meanings here: 
“chirocracy,” “fingerpost,” “manumis-
sion” and “glad hand”?

A. From the Greek “chiro” (hand) 
comes “chirocracy,” government 
that rules by physical force, says 
Anu Garg on his “A.Word.A.Day” 
website. Now picture a post with 
one or more signs pointing toward 
one or more places, and you have 
a “fingerpost,” so named since 
the sign resembles the fingers of 
a hand. The word can also refer 
to someone or something serving 
as a guide.  And “manumission,” 
from Latin “manus” (hand), means 
to release from slavery, servitude 
or restraint. The root also gave us 
“manual,” “manage,” “manicure,” 
“manufacture,” “manuscript” and 
more.

Finally, “glad hand” is a hearty 
welcome or greeting, often insin-

Try us out for a month, 
and you’ll agree that 

advertising in The 
Bulletin is good for your 

business.
Call (979) 849-5407.
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OH, SURE, WE’LL BE RIGHT THERE, MA’AM: A woman called 
the 911 emergency number in the Regional Municipality of Peel in South-
ern Ontario, and asked for a police escort to Union Station because 
she was running late, and felt she might miss her train. She said “I don’t 
know how you guys work with services in terms of that, because I’m in a 
taxi right now, but it’s not going to get me to the station on time.”

SWEETHEART!? WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE!?: A woman 
filed a lawsuit after she was denied entry into a strip joint in Orlando, 
Fla., because she wasn’t with a man. Someone at the establishment 
said, “We don’t let women in by themselves because (they might) come 
here looking for their husbands, their boyfriends. We don’t want a 
domestic situation.”

I KNOW IT SOUNDS CRAZY, OFFICER: A driver, who was 
pulled over in Fort Pierce, Fla., told police that the wind must have blown 
cocaine into his car, which, he said, is the reason the officers found crack 
cocaine residue inside a Budweiser can in his vehicle. He said the same 
about the residue they found in his crack pipe.

UH-OH INDEED, SIR: A valet gave a woman’s car to a thief (by 
mistake, he says) while she went shopping in the Roseville, Calif., Gal-
leria, and the thief went to her house and tried to burglarize the place, 
but failed because her kids were home. When she went to the valet to 
get her car, she said he “just looked at me like ‘uh-oh.’”

THE GOOD NEWS IS: YOU WON, SIR: A man driving across the 
Courtney Campbell Causeway in Clearwater, Fla., at 2 a.m., revved his 
engine and tried to bait another motorist into racing him. He then took off 
and reached a top speed of 124 mph. Alas, the guy in the other car was 
a police officer,which Mr. Speedy found out when the cop finally caught 
up with him.

WHAT’S THAT ON THE SEAT, SIR? UH, NOTHING, OFFI-
CER: A police officer arrested a man, who he had pulled over, when 
he saw $1.9 million worth of methamphetamine in plain sight inside the 
vehicle.

ANYWAY, HOPE YOU’RE FEELING BETTER: A man being 
treated for a gunshot wound at a hospital in Robbinsdale, Minn., was 
visited by 50 to 75 friends and relatives where things got a bit heated. 
Words were exchanged, then punches, and, finally, an all-out brawl that 
put the emergency room on lockdown for about two hours.

LADIES, LADIES, PLEASE!: Two women got into a brawl in a 
Howell, N.J., supermarket after one accused the other of having too 
many items in the express checkout lane. It started out as a verbal 
dispute and ended when they started throwing punches and biting each 
other.

Popcorn is a whole-grain, fiber-rich 
food, so you digest the carbs slowly 
and steadily. It’s also very low in 
calories (especially for a snack food)

The first two weeks of renovation at the Angleton library branch of the 
Brazoria County Library System have progressed quickly. 

All the books are boxed and stored away. The shelving has been moved to 
one side. The AC ducts have been replaced. and new vent covers have been 
installed in the ceiling.

For all of your book, movie, and DIY needs, please visit one of the other 
branch locations. Don’t forget about our eBranch! It is open 24/7.

 The Angleton branch should reopen at the end of January. For more 
information, please visit http://bcls.lib.tx.us.

Angleton library renovation ongoing

THREE LITTLE PIGS: Congratulations to Three Little Pigs Smokers for 
being chosen for The Christmas Spirit Award and Sons of Smoke for being 
chosen for Crowd Favorite at this year’s Heart of Christmas BBQ Cook-Off 
held recently in Angleton.
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Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree 
that advertising in The Bulletin is good 
for your business. Call (979) 849-5407

to see who was at the door. He was 
gone for a while, and we couldn’t 
hear what was happening. We all 
wondered what was going on.

Dad returned to the dining room 
with a distressed look on his face.  
He announced that the person at 
the front door was the breeder. She 
was distraught, missed Chipper, 
and wanted him back. Chipper was 
gone.

I remember running to the front 
window to catch a glimpse of Chip-
per being taken away. I was too late. 
I never saw Chipper again.

That made for a miserable 

Christmas for the Williamson boys, 
but there was a happy ending … 
eventually.

Months later my dad brought 
home another dog.  It was an 
Australian Shepherd pup we named 
George. George stayed around for a 
while. He saw us through elemen-
tary school, junior high, high school 
and college.

YOU KNOW YOU ARE OLD 
WHEN… :  My wife this year gifted 
me with a tracking device that will 
help find my wallet, keys or phone 
when - not if - I lose or misplace 
them.  All I need now is someone 
with enough technological savvy to 

do the programming. It still doesn’t 
solve the problem of finding the TV 
remote, my glasses or hearing aids. 

TIMES CHANGE:  Only a year 
ago, Georgia, a granddaughter, 
wanted American Girl dolls for 
Christmas. This Christmas she 
programmed a small drone and was 
flying it in the driveway. She also 
was playing with a robot that helped 
her learn how to code. Maybe the 
emphasis on STEM is working. I 
could use her help programming my 
new tracking device.

FAMILY TIME: I got an interesting 
gift from my daughter.  It is called 
StoryWorth, and it’s a service that 
makes it easy to privately record 
family stories.

For a one-year subscription, I 
get a question every week that I 
answer by email. The questions can 
originate from my daughter or be 
selected from questions provided 
by the service.  At the end of the 
year, the questions are bound into a 
book. Pictures can be included.

I am looking forward to this. I 
may, however, change my mind 
once I see the questions. I will keep 

you posted.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 

at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Tracking device keeps me from misplacing keys, wallet; but where did I put the TV remote?
(Continued from Page 1)

AWARD WINNING BBQ

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

PRESENT
COUPON AT

TIME OF
PURCHASE

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING

Wild West BBQ

DINE-IN
TAKE-OUT

DRIVE-THRU
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 Secret to longer life for men: Get married and be happy
Armin Brott
Tribune News Service

Regardless of your feelings 
about marriage, you may want to 
give it a try – especially if you’re 
concerned about your health. 

Researchers at New York Uni-
versity studied 3.5 million people 
and found that married people have 
lower risks of vascular disease, 
coronary artery disease, aneurisms 
and other heart-related conditions 
than those who are divorced, single 
or widowed.

Interestingly, the connection 
between marriage and heart health 
is strongest in those under 50. 
According to Carlos Alviar, the 
study’s lead author and a cardiol-
ogy fellow at New York University 
Langone Medical Center, married 
folks under 50 had 12% lower risk 
of any type of heart disease than 
single people as a whole. However, 
the marriage advantage decreased 
with age: those 51 to 60 were 7% 
less likely than single people to 
develop heart disease, and those 
61 and older were 4% less likely. 
For all age groups, widowers were 

slightly better off than those who’d 
been divorced or had never mar-
ried.

Over the past several years, a 
number of studies have found that 
married people are less likely to 
be obese or to smoke (both are 
linked to heart disease), have high 
blood pressure and not get enough 
exercise. Other studies have found 
that married people are less likely 
than singles to develop cancer or 
be diagnosed with dementia.

David Roelfs, an assistant pro-
fessor of sociology at the University 
of Louisville, and his colleagues 
analyzed data from 90 studies 
covering about 500 million people 
and came to the very depressing (if 
you’re not married) conclusion that 
compared to single people, the risk 
of death from all causes was 32% 
higher across the lifespan for men 
and 23% higher for women. In real 
terms, Roelfs estimates that mar-
ried men might outlive their single 
brethren by 8 to 17 years, and 
married women might outlive their 
single sisters by 7 to 15 years.

Part of the reason married 

people do better is that they’re 
more likely to help each other 
stay healthy. They do things like 
encourage each other to eat right, 
get exercise, quit smoking, make 
medical appointments and follow-
ups, take medication properly and 
so on.

Guys have a well-documented 
disregard our own health, and 
women have an equally well-docu-
mented tendency to take charge 
(in a good way) of the health of 
everyone in their family.

Marriage itself isn’t magic. 
Several studies have looked at the 
health impact of marital quality and 
found that those in unhappy mar-
riages are more likely than happily 
marrieds to have thicker arteries, a 
condition that increases the risk of 
heart attack and stroke. 

The researchers were actually 
able to quantify what “more likely” 
means in this case: Regardless of 
age, sex, race and level of educa-
tion, those in unhappy marriages 
are 8.5% more likely to have a 
heart attack or a stroke than those 
in happy marriages. 

THE H-BOMB: Thermonuclear bomb, also called hydrogen bomb, or 
H-bomb, is a weapon whose enormous explosive power results from an 
uncontrolled, self-sustaining chain reaction in which isotopes of hydrogen 
combine under extremely high temperatures to form helium in a process 
known as nuclear fusion. The United States first detonated a hydrogen bomb 
in 1952 in the Marshall Islands, also in the Pacific.
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advance. I called the store three 
days before the wedding to confirm 
the cake would be ready. They 
could not find my order. After a 
panic attack, I remembered I still 
had my receipt. Luckily, after giving 
the baker the date on the receipt 
and my check number - and after 2 
hours of searching, they found the 
order. On a bulletin board – where 
they would not forget it. They would 
have the cake for me. Panic over.

The day finally arrived. I had to 
pick up the wedding cake and take 
it to Mom’s house on the way to 
having my hair done. My family  was 
slated to go early and set up the 
reception. When I got to the bakery, 
I showed them my receipt, and they 
pulled out one small box and then 
a bigger box. Then they gave me 
instructions on how to set the tiers 
of the cake up on the cake plates. I 
was about to leave when they told 
me to wait - and brought out yet 
another huge box. This was way 
more cake than I ordered; it would 
feed at least100 people. I asked 
them to check the order, and they 

insisted it was my ticket. I was out 
the door - already running late.

After delivering the cake to 
Mom, I made a mad dash for my 
hairdresser. I had an appointment, 
but as it turned out, my hairdresser 
called in sick. ARG! One of the 
other ladies in the shop stepped 
up because she “always wanted to 
do a bride’s hair”. It was already 11 
a.m., and the wedding was in Deer 
Park across town at 2 p.m. So, she 
started working. She put it up one 
way – then took it down. Put it up a 
second way – took it down again. I 
pulled out the veil, and she put it up 
a third way. I thanked her, paid her 
and flew out the door. 

When I got to the chapel, 
everything was beginning to fall 
into place. But my hair was still not 
right. All I can say is thank God for 
my future sister-in-law, who fixed it. 
The friends who photographed and 
filmed the wedding and the group 
of family and friends gathered to 
witness the event were there. It was 
beautiful. 

When the minister told Roy he 
could kiss the bride, we faced each 

other, and I glanced over Roy’s 
shoulder and saw his 17-year-old-
son - and best man - break into 
laughter. It was all I could do to 
refrain from laughing through Roy’s 
kiss. Then on to the house and 
reception. It was great fun, and we 
froze a LOT of cake. 

The daylight was waning as Roy 
tossed the garter, and I threw the 
bouquet before finally leaving for 

Hotel Galvez. We had booked a 
honeymoon suite at the Galvez as 
I had always wanted to stay there. 
I figured that we had the tuxedo for 
the long weekend, and I would only 
wear this dress once, so we wore 
them to the hotel. It was beginning 
to turn dark as we got to the hotel, 
and New Year’s Eve revelers were 
already in full party mode. As we 
made our entrance as bride and 
groom into the grand hotel, a hush 
fell over the lobby. Then, the revel-
ers, as one, stood and gave us a 
standing ovation. 

At long last, we made it to the 
honeymoon suite. Everything to 
set up a romantic evening. We 
waited up to ring in the new year. 
Then just as we were settling in, it 
began: the scream of a chainsaw, 
and it was close. We thought some 
drunk might be cutting down palm 
trees outside. We looked but didn’t 
see anything. But the chain saw 
continued. We called the front desk, 
and we were assured that every-
thing was O.K.  The noise ceased 
for a while. 

We settled in for a second time, 
only to be awakened by the raucous 
sound of a chainsaw again – or was 

it a motorcycle? We again looked 
out and seeing nothing again called 
the front desk and were again 
assured nothing was amiss. Again, 
the sound ceased. For the third 
time, the chainsaw started again. 
It was apparent that we were not 
getting any sleep that night – and 
not for the right reasons. The sound 
was frightening. It went on for a 
couple of hours this time before it 
finally ceased.

It was early New Year’s Day, 
and since we were up, we got 
dressed and headed downstairs 
for the hotel’s famous New Year’s 
Day brunch buffet. As we passed 
through the lobby headed for the 
buffet, we couldn’t help but notice 
the ice sculpture of a dolphin – the 
centerpiece of the buffet table. We 
stopped at the front desk again to 
complain about the chainsaw, and 
they finally told us what it was. The 
kitchen crew was running late creat-
ing the ice sculpture. 

At least we got free brunch tickets 
– and a memorable wedding night.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

(Continued from Page 1)

Wedding mixups capped off by a chainsaw and dolphin

Jan and Roy, 1986. All’s well that 
ends well.
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of times I tend to be the latter. Also, 
there is a lot of pressure sticking to 
a regimented workout schedule. So, 
I will not promise to work out more, 
but I will if I want to.

• Spend less time on social 
media? Why? How am I going to get 
all these photos of vacations, family 
members and pets to all my friends 

and family? Emailing them is so last 
decade (which was just a few days 
ago). 

In the 2020s, I’ll need a quick way 
to let everyone know that my kittens 
did something cute, like turning over 
their water bowl and flooding the 
floor. So, I will not promise to spend 
less time on social media.

• I won’t cut back on drinking 

because people need to drink to 
stay alive. My drink of choice is 
ice water and decaf coffee in the 
mornings.

• I won’t promise to work harder 
because I am trying to work less 
– but it’s not working. 

• I am not a connoisseur of red 
meat, but cannot promise that I will 
stay away from it completely. I try 
to eat meatless meals or something 
with chicken, turkey or fish in it, but 
every now and then I cut loose and 
inhale a burger and fries – because 
it tastes so good.

Here are the top 10 New Year’s 
resolutions as researched by me 
for a few seconds on the Internet 
machine:

Exercise more: We already 
covered this.

Lose weight: I’m good on this.
Get organized: Not interested.
Learn a new skill or hobby: I 

tried several times to learn to play 
the guitar, but quit after my finger-
tips started hurting.

Live life to the fullest: Trying.
Save more money / spend less 

money: Under control.
Quit smoking: I don’t smoke.
Spend more time with family 

and friends: In progress.
Travel more: Trying, but needs 

improvement.
Read more: I got this covered all 

day and part of the night.
Here is an un-unresolution, which 

makes it a resolution: I will finish my 
book.

We’ve all heard that before. It just 
needs a few more chapters. Right 
now, I think it’s longer than “War and 
Peace,” but not as violent.

What is your favorite unresolu-
tion? Drop me a line and let me 
know. Happy New Year. May this 
year be the best year of your life.

Making New Year’s ‘unresolutions’ is so much easier
(Continued from Page 1)

DID YOU KNOW?
• In 2010, Apple was buying rural 

land to construct a new building, but 
one couple refused to sell the 1-acre 
plot they purchased for $6,000. 

After rejecting multiple offers, 
Apple asked them to name their 
price, and eventually, the couple 
sold the land for $1.7 million.

• Blockbuster had the chance to 
buy Netflix for $50 million in 2000.

They turned it down to go into 
business with Enron. Perhaps the 
biggest goof in business history.
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others they were doing deeds as 
unto the Lord Himself (Matthew 25:
35-40), He did not show favoritism.

We can, and should, contribute 
to the God-given worth of a human 
life, keeping in mind how we would 
hope to be treated (Luke 6:31). 
Reaching out to someone in need 
is never wrong, but it is wise to ask 
God for His guidance and direction 
in how to go about it, particularly 
when family members are opposed 
to help from outsiders.

When someone is dying, there is 
seldom opposition to words of com-
fort from a friendly voice. There are 
countless ways to comfort others, 
and God blesses those who have 
responsive compassion.

“Christians Who Care” should be 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o 
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-
GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Comfort the sick with God’s guidance
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

 Q: I have a neighbor dying due 
to aggressive cancer. She has no 
family members who will come to 
her aid. I try to help her in every 
way I can, but many of them tell 
me nothing good will come from it 
since my neighbor has no way to 
repay me. My desire is to convey 
the love of Christ. I am not look-
ing for anything in return. Am I 
unwise to help? - C.N.

A: A sick person has God-
given worth. God is concerned 
about the way we treat people 
who may not have much to offer 
us. 

A person of influence may not 
have trouble getting loving treat-
ment. But when Jesus was teach-
ing His disciples that in doing for 

the slogan and the banner for the 
body of believers. When others 
see the compassion we express 
for the suffering and bereaved, 
they will truly believe our faith 
means something. 

The Bible has much to say 
about comforting the sick. “(The) 
God of all comfort, who comforts 
us in all our tribulation, that we 
may be able to comfort those who 
are in any trouble” (2 Corinthians 
1:3-4).

and got his greatest wish for the 
Knicks granted? Well, sort of.

Guess he should’ve told the genie 
something besides “We want to be 
neck-and-neck with the Warriors 
next season.”

Quote marks
— Longtime Raiders fan Wayne 

“Violator” Mabry, to the Las Vegas 
Review-Journal, after watching the 
team’s final game in Oakland before 
it heads to Nevada next season: “I 
feel like I’m being evicted. I’m still 
paying the rent, but they’re selling 
the property.”

— Janice Hough of 
LeftCoastSportsBabe.com, on the 
16-day lag between the semifinals 
and title game of the College Foot-
ball Playoff: “Players have so much 
time off they might even have to go 
to class.”

— Boxer Daniel Jacobs, to report-
ers, on fans pelting the ring with 
debris when Julio Cesar Chavez 
Jr. quit after the fifth round of their 
super-middleweight fight: “I never 
ran, and I never will, but I will duck 

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Half the time they’re bad, 
and after halftime, worse 
Past performance is no guaran-

tee of future results, stockbrokers 
warn us, but then there’s the Dallas 
Cowboys.

The Cowboys have trailed at 
halftime in seven games this season 
— and lost all seven.

Intentional grounding
If scratching up just three field 

goals in a 17-9 loss in Philly wasn’t 
bad enough, the Cowboys’ team 
plane was deemed “not viable to fly” 
for the return trip home.

Translation: They were afraid it 
wouldn’t get a touch down in Dallas, 
either.

Joe Basketball
Heisman Trophy QB Joe Burrow 

hit 10 of 12 shots to lead LSU past 
Oklahoma in a basketball-shooting 
competition three days before the 
teams met in Saturday’s College 
Football Playoff semifinal in Atlanta.

Or as Tiger flaks preferred to spin 

it, an 83.3 completion percentage,
Forget Santa

Children are ordering themselves 
home-delivered Christmas toys from 
Amazon via Alexa-enabled devices 
and their parents’ credit card, the 
Wall Street Journal reported.

And the Steinbrenner kids are 
running the Yankees. Coincidence?

Reboot the umpire
Major League Baseball is 

tinkering with using computer plate 
umpires within the next five years, 
but there’s still a few bugs to work 
out.

Every time there’s a pop-up ad, 
the laptop calls the infield-fly rule.

Fall Classics Dept.
Guest conductor when the Boston 

Pops performed “Sleigh Ride” on 
Dec. 23: 7-foot-5 Celtics rookie 
Tacko Fall.

Veteran Pops watchers say they’d 
never heard the orchestra hit the 
high notes like that.

It pays to specify
Hear about the New York fan who 

found a magic lamp last summer 

these beer cans.”
— John Blanchette in the 

Spokane Spokesman-Review, on 
Gonzaga becoming the sixth team 
in eight weeks to be top-ranked in 
the polls: “Being No. 1 in college 
basketball this season has been the 
shakiest perch since baby did the 
rock-a-bye thing in the treetop.”

— Jim Barach of 
JokesByJim.blogspot.com, on Jane 

Fonda’s fifth arrest for protesting 
climate change: “She is using her 
time behind bars to make a new 
jailhouse aerobics tape.”

Quote, end quote
Comedy writer Alex Kaseberg, 

on diva WR Antonio Brown getting 
a tryout with the Saints: “Brown has 
as much chance of acting like a 
Saint as the 1-14 Bengals have of 
acting like a tiger.”
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 New England NFLers
5 Workforce
10 __ salad
14 Cornell who founded Cornell
15 Actress Tierney
16 Passionate god
17 Nerd’s moniker
19 Unexciting
20 Actress Gabor

21 Blends
22 Destination for the last flight?
23 In the cellar
25 Detective’s moniker
27 Speak to
30 Michelle who was the youngest 
female to play in a PGA Tour event
31 Bubbles up
32 Didn’t like leaving
38 Ending for marion

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
COD  BASS  TUNA  SHARK  TROUT  SALMON  MARLIN  HALIBUT

39 Traitor’s moniker
40 Gung-ho
41 Lawn-trimming tool
43 Anti-inflammatory brand
44 Sixth sense, initially
45 Coming to a point
47 Genius’ moniker
52 Bonny one
53 Captain Kirk’s “final frontier”
54 Young zebras
56 “Gross!”
59 __ avail: fruitless
60 Old-timer’s moniker
62 Skunk cabbage feature
63 More flimsy, as an excuse
64 Ballet move
65 Attention getter
66 Krispy __
67 Man, but not woman

DOWN
1 First name in skunks
2 Sea of __: Black Sea arm
3 Court calendar entry
4 __ Diego
5 Silvery food fish
6 Airport waiter
7 Dealership lot array
8 At risk of being slapped
9 A long way
10 Rats
11 Former New York senator Al D’__
12 Word with book or opera
13 “Clean Made Easy” vacuum 
brand
18 Pill amounts
22 Like Death Valley
24 Bodyguard, typically
26 Lambs’ moms
27 Not many
28 Indulge, with “on”
29 Sealed tight
33 Summer cooler
34 Bakery offering
35 Presents too aggressively
36 Cave in
37 Pigged out (on), briefly
39 Taunting remark
42 Italian noble family
43 Take __: decline to participate
46 Enticement
47 Prevent, in legalese
48 Apple players
49 Compact 
48-Down
50 “My concern is ... “
51 “You’ve got the wrong person!”
55 Attention getter
57 Cry out loud
58 “Look ma, no hands!”
60 March on Washington monogram
61 Prefix with gram
(C) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick BrooksColumbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menus are subject to change.
Wednesday, Jan. 8: Mexican cas-

serole, pinto beans, vegetable medley, 
peaches & cottage cheese, cornbread, 
dessert.

Thursday, Jan. 9: Italian chicken, 
buttered noodles, cooked cabbage, 
collard greens, jello salad, garlic toast, 
dessert.

Friday, Jan. 10: Bbq sausage; 
corn casserole, peas, cauliflower, potato 
salad, sliced bread; dessert.

Monday, Jan. 13: Beef stroganoff, 
cheese cauliflower, carrots, pears & cot-
tage cheese, garlic toast, dessert.

Tuesday, Jan. 14: Smothered 
meatballs, rice, zucchini & tomatoes, 
peas, jello, sliced bread, dessert.

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Meals on 
Wheels available - call before 9:30 a.m. 
Low salt/low sugar meals available - call 
before 8 a.m. For take-out meals, call by 
10:30 a.m. for 11 a.m. pickup. Transpor-
tation is available - please call by 8:30 
a.m. (979) 345-5955. 



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    January 7, 2020   THE BULLETIN  Page 15BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

ment could be walking on the wild 
side. As this week unfolds, your 
eagerness to be a team player will 
act as a stable counterbalance if 
things get out of hand.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Stay 
abreast of the latest technological 
news in the week ahead. A nugget 
of information might be just what 
you need to make one of your cre-
ative efforts better than average. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The 
week ahead might be fraught with 
somewhat uncomfortable or surpris-
ing situations. Because you want 
everyone to think you are better 
than average, you might not be as 
forthcoming about your mistakes as 
you should be.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Remain awake to make dreams 
come true. Taking the easy way out 
might create other problems that 
end up causing more work. During 
the week to come, focus on being 
patient and avoid giving in to knee-
jerk reactions.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

 ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
When you set out to be a live wire, 
sometimes the sparks fly. You 
may be too charming for anyone 
to criticize, but be cautious and 
consider others’ feelings. Follow up 
on promises in the week ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
You’ve heard of “rubbing someone 
the wrong way,” but you can avoid 
problems if you focus on rubbing 
people the right way. You might 
enjoy friendly friction that leads to 
unexpected romantic moments.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): This 
is the week when you are happy to 
ring out the old and ring in the new. 
You may hear from friends and rela-
tives anxious to get your input on 
their latest family dramas. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Make an effort to make your home 
an ideal environment. Take a few 
hints from decorating magazines to 
create more pleasant and harmoni-
ous surroundings. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Some 
people in your immediate environ-

21): Some things might not make 
sense, but that doesn’t mean you 
can’t be sensible. Use good sense 
when handling your money in the 
week ahead. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
During the week ahead, it might 
be wiser to avoid unnecessary 
spending. It is possible that what 
seems like an attractive purchase 
or an investment opportunity that 
will further your ambitions is really 
trouble in disguise.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You may feel confident that others 
are being sincere in the upcom-
ing week. You may see proof that 
someone is acting in your best 
interests. Any misgivings and con-
cerns that occasionally arise may be 
unfounded.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You may be indifferent to the details. 
However, you might be confused 
if you merely skim the contents or 
read the CliffsNotes version. There 
may be an opportunity to make a 
satisfying purchase.

  History of the World On This Day
 January 7

1610 - Galileo Galilei sighted 
four of Jupiter’s moons. He named 
them Io, Europa, Ganymede, and 
Callisto.

1785 - French aeronaut/
balloonist Jean-Pierre Blanchard 
successfully made the first air-
crossing of the English Channel 
from the English coast to France.

1789 - Americans voted for the 
electors who would choose George 
Washington to be the first U.S. 
president.

January 8
1642 - Astronomer Galileo Galilei 

died in Arcetri, Italy.
1790 - In the United States, 

George Washington delivered the 
first State of the Union address.

1838 - Alfred Vail demonstrated 
a telegraph code he had devised 
using dots and dashes as letters. 
The code was the predecessor to 
Samuel Morse’s code.

January 9
1793 - Jean-Pierre Blanchard 

made the first successful balloon 
flight in the U.S.

1902 - New York State intro-

duced a bill to outlaw flirting in 
public.

1905 - In Russia, the civil distur-
bances known as the Revolution 
of 1905 forced Czar Nicholas II to 
grant some civil rights.

January 10
1901 - Oil was discovered at the 

Spindletop oil field near Beaumont, 
TX.

1911 - Major Jimmie Erickson 
took the first photograph from 
an airplane while flying over San 
Diego, CA.

1951 - Donald Howard Rogers 
piloted the first passenger jet on a 
trip from Chicago to New York City.

January 11
1878 - In New York, milk was 

delivered in glass bottles for the 
first time by Alexander Campbell.

1902 - “Popular Mechanics” 
magazine was published for the 
first time.

1913 - The first sedan-type 
car was unveiled at the National 
Automobile Show in New York City. 
The car was manufactured by the 
Hudson Motor Company.

1980 - Nigel Short, age 14, 

from Bolton in Britain, became the 
youngest International Master in 
the history of chess.

January 12
1773 - The first public museum 

in America was established in 
Charleston, S.C.

1908 - A wireless message was 
sent long-distance for the first time 
from the Eiffel Tower in Paris.

1915 - The U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives rejected a proposal to 
give women the right to vote.

January 13
1990 - L. Douglas Wilder of Vir-

ginia, the nation’s first elected black 
governor, took the oath of office in 
Richmond.

1997 - Debbie Reynolds received 
a star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame.

1998 - ABC and ESPN negoti-
ated to keep “Monday Night Foot-
ball” for $1.15 billion a season.

1999 - Michael Jordan (Chicago 
Bulls) announced his retirement 
from the NBA.

2002 - U.S. President George 
W. Bush fainted after choking on a 
pretzel.

Jumbles: SALAD  TWIRL  POLISH  SQUARE
Answer: The owner of the failed laundromat was -- WASHED UP
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