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I don’t know what the weather 
will be like when you read this, but 

as I’m writing, 
it is a gray, 
dreary busi-
ness outside.  
And there is an 
abundance of 
thick fog.

My neigh-
borhood as I 

walked through it this early morning 
was dismal indeed, with skeletal 
trees coming up at me out of all 
that murkiness like specters with 

THE WORDSMITH

decidedly evil intentions. An agitated 
dog howled nonstop from some-
where.

Oddly enough, other than when 
driving in the stuff, I’m on the other 
side of the fence regarding fog (and 
the other side of the fence would 
literally be a good place to be in 
regards to that dog, whose cater-
wauling was a little unnerving).

There’s not much more beautiful, 
in my opinion, than a stand of winter 
trees or maybe an old barn in dense 
fog. When details are fuzzy and 
muted in the mist, as if they’d been 
lightly sketched with a soft pencil on 
rice paper.

When I used to be the sponsor of 

student tours to Europe, I always 
hoped that we’d find London in a 
real pea-souper. Which we usually 
did, since it is foggy there much 
of the time. It’s really something 
to see, when the River Thames 
lumbers along under an undulating 
blanket of vapor, and the Tower of 
London peeks over the top of the 
dingy ground-hugging cloud.

That’s the kind of fog that I imag-
ine Mr. Sherlock Holmes hurrying 
through, the kind that I can envision 
the London-to-Dover coach rattling 
into in Charles Dickens’ “A Tale of 
Two Cities.”

In fact, Mr. Dickens began 

Fog’s function is to beautify further the existing beauties

By David Fleshler
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
— Another busy hurricane season 
may be on the way, according to an 
early assessment of climate patterns 
released recently by a leading center 
for hurricane research.

A report by Colorado State Uni-
versity’s Department of Atmospheric 
Science says conditions would 
appear to favor an above-average 
season, although it is difficult to 
make firm predictions this early.

Favoring a busier season are the 
recent warming of the North Atlantic 
Ocean and the likely absence of 
El Nino, the periodic warming of 
the Pacific that tends to suppress 
the formation of hurricanes, said 
researcher Philip Klotzbach, who 
wrote the report.

And this could mean we could see 
as many storms or more than those 
seen last season, the busiest in 
years, which saw 15 hurricanes and 
tropical storms.

“The most likely scenario at this 
point is for another above-average 
season,” he said.

But an average season also 
remains a strong possibility, he said.

The worst-case scenario, given 
a 20 percent chance, calls for an 
unusually busy season. This could 
yield a total energy from tropical 
storms and hurricanes, known as 

Likely absence of El Nino 
pattern could lead to 

heavy hurricane activity 
this season, report says

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

It was the first accident at the gun 
range in 24 years, I commented on 
a Facebook thread concerning a 
young woman being fatally shot at a 
range in another state. 

“Someone dies every 15 minutes 
in the U.S., and 50 people were shot 

in Chicago over 
the Christmas 
weekend. What’s 
safer?” I wrote.

The com-
ment was on a 
Washington Post 
thread. I usually 
avoid jumping 
into the fray, but I 

could not resist.
“Is that supposed to be impres-

sive that only 1 person dies at a gun 
range in 24 years?” replied some-
one, from somewhere.

You bet it’s impressive. Statisti-
cally, you have a lot greater chance 
of dying sleeping in your bed or in 
a car crash than on the gun range. 
Accidents happen all over the place. 
Human beings make errors, and 
tragedy happens. But I’d rather be 
on the gun range than in Chicago.

“There should never be a death 
at a gun range,” my adversary from 
somewhere responded.

Correct. But there should never 
be a death due to a car crash, or 
airplane or train crash, either.

“John Toth, your a moron,” the 
discussion continued, taking a little 
turn towards the negative.

I usually just abandon these 
threads and focus on more impor-
tant things, like watching reruns 
on TV, but I could not resist, partly 
because my critic didn’t use the right 
word.

I’ve seen this quite often on 
Facebook. “Your” is a possessive. 
“You’re” means you are. It’s not that 
complicated. My debate opponent 
did not take kindly to being cor-
rected.

RAMBLINGS

Finance a house or pay cash?
Reverse mortgage’s benefits 
and pitfalls

Stories on Page 10
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OH, I JUST THOUGHT OF ANOTHER QUESTION, OFFI-
CER: A man called the police emergency number in Rock Hill, S.C., 
twice to ask “how many legs does an octopus have?” After the second 
call, officers went to his home, where they found that he was heavily 
intoxicated, and told him to stop calling. But, a short time later, he called 
again wondering “if the Russian alphabet was the same as the English 
alphabet,” so they arrested him.

OTHERWISE, THE PERFECT CRIME: Two men took a taxi to 
burglarize a home in Deal, N.J. They came out with a television set and 
some bottles of liquor, and had the driver take them to Asbury Park. 
They would have gotten away with it, but they refused to pay the driver 
so he called the cops.

YOU SEE, I’VE BEEN THROUGH A LOT OF CHANGES: 
A man was arrested for attacking an employee of a grocery store in 
Concord, N.H. Police suspect that he was high on drugs, because he 
claimed to be, alternately, a “vampire, ghost rider, Captain Jack Sparrow 
from Pirates of the Caribbean, and Mr. Miyagi from the Karate Kid.

QUICK, HE’S GETTING AWAY! … UH, MAYBE NOT: A 
70-year-old man stabbed a guy in Jersey City, N.J., in a dispute over 
money and then fled on foot using his medical walker. The victim 
screamed for help, and the cops caught up with the old guy about 20 
yards away.

I THOUGHT WE HAD SOMETHING SPECIAL: After her boy-
friend dumped her, a woman in Ipswich, England, got into a flirtatious 
relationship with her married boss who became “a shoulder to cry on.” 
Then, flirty texts led to an exchange of “intimate” photographs. But when 
the woman lost her job, she sought revenge by posting revealing photos 
of the man on his wife’s business Facebook page. She was arrested.

BUT HE SEEMED LIKE SUCH A DREAMBOAT: A man went 
onto online dating websites, posing alternately as a doctor, a lawyer, a 
professor or a war hero, and then scammed women out of lots of cash 
from California to Arizona to the Twin Cities of Minnesota. After one of 
his victims noticed several bounced checks she didn’t write, she called 
the cops.

DON’T MESS WITH ME, YOU WHIPPERSNAPPERS! Three 
would-be carjackers forced a 75-year-old man to pull over under a 
narrow railroad bridge in Birmingham, England. They dragged him out 
of his van, and pulled a knife on him, but he struggled with them and 
refused to give them the keys, saying he would shove that knife where 
the sun never shines. The confrontation continued until nearby residents 
raced to his aid.

WHAT ARE YOU GONNA’ DO, SHOOT ME? … OUCH! HEY! 
A man broke into a home in Sydney, Australia, and stole car keys and a 
large amount of cash. But when he went into the garage to steal the car, 
the homeowner, armed with a bow and arrow, confronted him. The thief 
panicked and backed into a fence, then ran away. The homeowner took 
aim and fired an arrow into the guy’s buttocks as he ran.

HELLO, I AM A VICTIM OF A GREAT INJUSTICE: An intoxi-
cated man called 911 in Jacksonville, Fla., to complain that his family 
had hidden all of his alcohol.

Infomercials conman Trudeau loses last legal pitch
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — TV conman Kevin 
Trudeau made his fortune pitching 
“miracle” cures for everything from 
obesity to poverty in infomercials for 
years as the feds pursued him.

Even getting sent to prison for a 
decade in 2014 by a Chicago judge 
for lying didn’t shut the smooth-talk-
ing pitchman up, or put an end to 
his seemingly inexhaustible legal 
battles.

But now — 18 years after he 
was first pursued by the Federal 
Trade Commission for his fraudulent 
claims — Trudeau’s case is finally 
toast, U.S. Court of Appeals judges 
are praying.

“This decision marks the end of 
litigation about Kevin Trudeau’s 
frauds — or so we hope,” 7th Circuit 
Judge Frank Easterbrook wrote in 

an opinion published last week.
Easterbrook and Judges Richard 

Posner and Diane Sykes rejected 
an appeal by lawyers for one of 
the many companies that Trudeau, 
who claims he is destitute, set up to 
hide his money from a $38 million 
contempt judgment. 

On Facebook last week, 
Trudeau’s backers continued 
to solicit donations to his legal 

defense fund from his 29,000 fol-
lowers, promising them they could 
“DOUBLE YOUR MONEY.”

And in a pre-Christmas mes-
sage presumably relayed through 
supporters from his cell at the 
Montgomery, Alabama federal 
prison camp, Trudeau told his fans 
he would “share 2 secrets that will 
give you success in every area of 
your life.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

Did you know?

 ANIMAL KINGDOM 
BRAINIACS 

Q. If “humans aren’t the only brai-
niacs,” as “Discover” magazine put 
it, what species in the wild kingdom 
might fit the bill?

A. A smart start would be those 
clever chimps that stack boxes 
high enough to reach a dangling 
bunch of bananas, says “Discover’s” 
Kristin Ohlson.  A recent study by 
Harvard researchers Alexandra 
Rosati and Felix Warneken sug-
gests that chimps also possess 
some basic cognitive skills for cook-
ing. The researchers gave them two 
choices:  They could place raw food 
slices either in a device that would 

return them uncooked or in another 
that would cook them. The chimps 
clearly favored the cooked food and 
even moved raw slices from the one 
device over to the “oven.”

Now on to “dolphin-speak”:  In an 
experiment by Hunter College com-
parative psychologist Diana Reiss, 
dolphins gathered at her underwater 
“vending machine” that displayed 
a keyboard with different symbols, 
each key emitting a specific whistle 
when pushed and delivering a 
ball, hoop or rub as a treat.  Reiss 
was intrigued by how the dolphins 
“imitated the keys’ whistles and 
even combined the whistles as they 
invented new games involving both 
hoops and balls.” 

And “ravens, it seems, never 
forget a beaked face,” says Ohlson.  
The wild birds live in groups until 
they pair up with a mate, then the 
two set up “a solitary, conjugal life.”  
Yet in the lab, where pairs are kept 
in separate aviaries, the ravens 
remember their old group friends 
and recognize and react familiarly to 
their recorded calls.

Speaking on animal cognition, pri-
matologist Franz de Waal suggests 
we humans should forget about a 
hierarchical scale that places us on 
top. Instead think of a bush, with the 
various species occupying differ-
ent and diverging branches.  “You 

can’t put them on a simple scale, 
because all animals are very smart 
in what they need to survive.”

SHORT EXPENSIVE RIDE 
Q. Are you part of the electric 

skateboard craze, aka the hover-
board? If you have some spare 
change, what’s on the market to 
step your game up a notch or two?

A.  ArcaSpace Corp makes “a 
true hovercraft that rides on air like 
the one piloted by Marty McFly in 
‘Back to the Future Part II’ (1989),” 
reports “IEEE Spectrum” magazine.  
The 36 battery-powered electric 
fans on the ArcaBoard run from 
three to six minutes (depending 
on the rider’s weight) and have 
sufficient thrust to carry someone 
weighing 242 pounds at speeds 
approaching 12 miles per hour.

Price tag:  US $20,000.
HUMANS VS. NEANDERTHALS 

Q. Neanderthals and Homo 
sapiens had the same tools, and 
Neanderthals actually had a larger 
brain than our own. How then to 
explain their demise?

A. As archaeologist Miki Ben-
Dor looked at the bodily structure 
of Neanderthals, he found them 
to have barrel-shaped chests with 
wide torsos, says Abigail Tucker in 
“Smithsonian” magazine.  Living in 
places like the Polar Urals and Sibe-
ria some 300,000 to 30,000 years 
ago, with no fruits or vegetables 
in the heart of a tundra winter, the 
Neanderthals likely subsisted on a 
diet of fat and protein.  But since 
prey animals were probably lean 
themselves, this high-protein diet 
would have been tough to metabo-
lize.  Ben-Dor theorizes that over 
the millennia, Neanderthals devel-
oped enlarged livers and kidneys to 
remove toxic byproducts as well as 
chests and pelvises that widened 
to accommodate these beefed-up 
organs.

It seems probable that Nean-
derthals hunted mammoths and 
other large animals, which required 
greater strength but less energy 
and speed to kill. Once the mam-
moths vanished, however, the burly 
Neanderthals couldn’t chase down 
smaller, swifter prey as well as the 
narrow-hipped, agile humans.  The 
rest of the story you know.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

• When someone talks at length 
and gives an excess of details, it is 
likely that they are lying.

• Up to 40 percent of a shark’s 
brain is dedicated to sense of smell.

• Birds that consume alcohol slur 
their songs, much like a human 
would slur their speech.

• College students who have 
three drinks daily are three times 
more likely to hear voices and have 
out-of-body experiences.

• There is a castle in Scotland 
that is a giant pineapple.
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Combating upper respiratory illness
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

The next time you go to see your 
health care provider for an upper 
respiratory illness — a cough or 
cold — don’t assume you’ll get a 
prescription for an antibiotic.

“Antibiotics are used to treat bac-
terial infections, such as pneumonia, 
and won’t help viral illnesses like 
colds, flu and most sore throats,” 
says Emily Langer, a Mayo Clinic 
Health System Emergency Medicine 
physician assistant.

According to the American Col-
lege of Physicians:

— Clinicians should not prescribe 
antibiotics for patients with bronchi-
tis. Antibiotics should be used only if 
patients have pneumonia.

— Clinicians should test patients 
with symptoms that could be strep 
throat. Because symptoms alone 
are not reliable, antibiotics should 
be prescribed only when testing 
confirms strep throat. Other sore 
throat infections don’t need antibiot-
ics.

— Clinicians shouldn’t prescribe 
antibiotics for sinus infections unless 
patients have severe symptoms 
or symptoms lasting more than 10 
days. Patients whose symptoms 
improve but eventually get worse 
also may need antibiotics.

— Clinicians should not prescribe 
antibiotics for patients with the 
common cold.

So what can you do to combat a 
viral illness? To make yourself as 
comfortable as possible when you 
have a cold, Langer suggests trying 
to:

— Drink plenty of fluids.
Water, juice, clear broth or warm 

lemon water are good choices. 
Avoid caffeine and alcohol, which 
can dehydrate you.

— Eat chicken soup.
Chicken soup and other warm 

fluids can be soothing and loosen 
congestion.

— Rest.
If possible, stay home from work 

or school if you have a fever or 
a bad cough, or are drowsy after 
taking medications. This will give 
you a chance to rest and reduce the 
chances you’ll infect others.

— Adjust your room’s tempera-
ture and humidity.

Keep your room warm but not 
overheated. If the air is dry, a 
cool-mist humidifier or vaporizer 

can moisten the air and help ease 
congestion and coughing. Keep 
the humidifier clean to prevent 
the growth of bacteria and molds. 
Soothe your throat.

Perform a saltwater gargle. Dis-
solve one-quarter to a half teaspoon 
of salt in a 4- to 8-ounce glass of 
warm water. This can relieve a sore 
or scratchy throat temporarily.

— Use saline nasal drops.
To help relieve nasal congestion, 

try saline nasal drops. You can buy 
these drops over the counter, and 
they can help relieve symptoms 
— even in children.

— Take over-the-counter cold and 
cough medications.

For adults and children older than 
5, over-the-counter decongestants, 
antihistamines and pain relievers 
might offer some symptom relief. 
However, they won’t prevent a cold 
or shorten its duration, and most 
have some side effects. Experts 
agree you shouldn’t give these 
medications to younger children. 
Overuse and misuse of cold and 
cough medications can cause seri-
ous damage.”

Even though colds are usually 
minor, they can make you feel 
miserable,” says Langer. “It’s tempt-
ing to try the latest remedy, but the 
best thing you can do is take care of 
yourself. Rest, drink fluids and keep 
the air around you moist. Remem-
ber to wash your hands frequently.”
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I’m 26, diagnosed with skin cancer; It didn’t have to happen
By Mandy Matney
The Island Packet (TNS)

HILTON HEAD, S.C. — For two 
weeks now, I’ve worn a two-inch 
bandage across my forehead to 
cover the gash where skin cancer 
had put down its ugly roots.

I’m 26, so the bandage and the 
cancer beneath it prompted a lot of 
awkward conversations with strang-
ers who asked me what happened. 
Some of them expected to hear a 
drunken tale about how I wiped out 
at the bar.

The conversation almost always 
ends there, because most people, 
especially those my age, don’t want 
to talk about skin cancer or any of 
the bad things that could happen to 
them.

But we need to talk about it 
because this didn’t have to happen 
to me at such a young age, and it 
doesn’t have to happen to other 
people.

I didn’t know how emotionally, 
financially and physically exhausting 
such a diagnosis is, even when it is 
a non-melanoma cancer.

The moment my doctor told me I 
had it, my heart sank and my world 
spun. I had never felt fear like that 
before in my life, and I wouldn’t wish 
it on anyone.

And I was one of the lucky ones, 
in the grand scheme of things. I was 
diagnosed with basal cell carcinoma, 
the less serious form of skin cancer. 
That diagnosis came two years after 
my mom beat melanoma, the deadli-
est form of skin cancer, and just a 
year after a rare melanoma claimed 
the life of my beautiful and brilliant 
friend Kelly.

She was 25 and had more pas-
sion and grit than 99 percent of the 
human race — she actually passed 
the bar exam while battling cancer. 
She deserved every minute of 
the next 75 years, but didn’t get a 
second of it.

Her death was shocking and 
devastating. I think of her all the 
time, but especially so over the past 
few weeks.

Though her story is rare, it’s 
becoming more common. The 
number of young women getting 
skin cancer has increased eight-fold 
since the 1970s, according to a New 
York Times report.

“So you’re really young; how’d 
you get this?” my dermatologist 

asked as he dug the cancer out of 
my forehead last Wednesday.

He usually does this surgery on 
older people. Not someone my age. 
I wanted to scream. Why me?

But I knew why. This was my 
fault.

“I was a stupid teenager who 
tanned a lot,” I told him.

I got skin cancer because I didn’t 
think being a fair-skinned redhead 
was good enough. I wasn’t confi-
dent in my natural skin, so I crawled 
into a tanning bed to cook my pale 
skin brown.

I got skin cancer because I lis-
tened to the messages from adver-
tising and women’s magazines that 
told me I needed “that healthy glow” 
to be considered beautiful.

I got skin cancer because in high 
school all the “popular” girls hit the 
tanning beds hard before every 
dance — three times each school 
year in Kansas. And in college, 
most of the girls in my sorority 
tanned regularly, especially before 
date parties — basically all of the 
time.

Sure, not everyone tanned, but 
when you’re young, just a few girls 
and a few media sources hold a 
great power to shape — and distort 
— any idea of “normal.”

I’m sure there were skin cancer 
warnings in the magazines I flipped 
through as a teenager, but the mes-
sages telling me I needed to be tan 
were so much louder.

So it didn’t click, and I continued 
tanning until I was in my early 20s 
and really started piling on the sun-
screen. And by then it was too late.

There is so much I didn’t know 
then that, unfortunately, I know now. 
I can’t change any of it, of course, 
but I can tell you things that might 
make young people think twice:

Skin cancer is not an old person’s 
disease. It can strike and kill 
someone in their 20s. Like it did 
with Kelly.

Non-melanoma skin cancer is 
not something you have zapped 
off like a mole and it goes away. 
The process is painful. The wounds 
shocking. And none of it is pretty.

Once you get skin cancer in your 
20s, it’s likely you’re going to get it 
again or some other kind of cancer.

Skin cancer changes you. It 
means a lifetime in fear of — and 
worry about — the sun. It means 

expensive creams, dermatologist 
appointments and ugly scars. The 
sun that used to serve as a spar-
kling, steady source of endorphins, 
energy and delight is now some-
thing to constantly worry about and 
protect yourself against.

All it takes is a scab. My skin 
cancer looked like a zit that wouldn’t 
heal. Check every part of your body 
and demand a biopsy if you don’t 
feel right about a mark (another 
doctor looked at my skin cancer a 
year ago and said it was nothing to 
worry about).

You regret every minute you 
spent in a tanning bed or in the sun 
with no protection. That tan that 
seemed so important then had no 
real impact on my memories or my 
experience.

It hurts even more when you 
know it was your fault, when you 
realize you’re paying a heavy price.
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Mix help for elderly father with compassion 
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: My father is getting very forgetful, but he refuses to 
admit it or see a doctor. My sister and I especially worry 
because he still insists on driving, although he shouldn’t be. 
How can you help someone who won’t admit that they need 
help? - L.R.

A: It’s hard to help someone who doesn’t want our help, but sometimes 
we have to intervene and try to help them anyway. This would seem to be 
the case in your situation. The Bible tells us to “help the weak, be patient 
with everyone” (1 Thessalonians 5:14).

Part of the problem is that your father’s situation will likely only get 
worse, and even cause serious problems. Not only could he harm himself 
(either through his driving or an accident at home), but he could end up 
hurting others. Understandably, he wants to keep his independence, but 
sooner or later he’ll have to give it up. It happens to all of us if we live long 
enough.

Let me suggest you talk with your father’s doctor about your concerns; 
in spite of his reluctance, your father may be more open to a doctor’s 
advice. In addition, check out any alternatives that might be available in 
your community, such as home care. You also may need to confront your 
father honestly about his driving, and find other transportation for him. 
Your pastor may know of other resources for the elderly in your commu-
nity.

Pray for your father; this is a difficult time for him, and he needs your 
love and encouragement. Also pray for wisdom as you and your sister 
face hard decisions about his future. Pray, as well, that your children will 
learn through your example of selfless and Christ-like love. The Bible 
says, “In everything set them an example by doing what is good” (Titus 2:
7).

accumulated cyclone energy, of 
170, far above the yearly average 
of 96.

Such a level of accumulated 
energy typically involves nine to 
11 hurricanes, of which four to five 

would be Category 3 or above. 
These storms have wind speeds of 
at least 111 miles per hour, capable 
of causing what the National Hur-
ricane Center describes as devas-
tating damage.

This number of hurricanes would 

far exceed the total seen last 
season, which produced seven hur-
ricanes, three of them major. This 
above-average season followed 
several relatively quiet years, ending 
Florida’s 11-year hurricane-free 
streak and producing the strongest 
Atlantic storm since 2007.

Another scenario, given a 40 

percent chance, calls for a season 
with an accumulated cyclone energy 
of 130, which would typically mean 
a season of six to eight hurricanes, 
with two to three reaching major 
status.

“The top two scenarios typically 
lead to active Atlantic hurricane sea-
sons with above-average levels of 

hurricane activity,” Klotzbach said.
At the low end, there’s a 10 per-

cent chance of conditions favoring 
a below average season, with two 
to three hurricanes, of which zero to 
one would be major ones.

It remains early, however, with 
hurricane season starting on June 
1. Over the next few months, 
scientists will monitor several major 
climate factors.

A reappearance of El Nino, while 
considered unlikely, would sup-
press the formation of hurricanes. 
Although there is currently a weak 
La Nina, a cooling in the Pacific that 
favors hurricane formation, that may 
disappear by hurricane season, 
a scenario forecast by several 
models, Klotzbach said.

Another major factor is the cycle 
of warming and cooling of the 
surface of the North Atlantic Ocean. 
Warm ocean water is the essential 
fuel for hurricanes

“Over the past few years, the far 
North Atlantic has generally been 
colder than normal, which is one of 
the reasons that we believe some 
recent Atlantic hurricane seasons 
have been fairly quiet,” Klotzbach 
said.

But over the past few months, 
the ocean has warmed, the report 
states. If this persists, it would be 
a strong factor favoring a busier 
season.

Likely absence of El Nino pattern could lead to heavy hurricane activity this season, report says
(Continued from Page 1)

Five spots you must see in your lifetime
By Ellen Creager
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

If you could see the sights at only 
five places in the world during your 
lifetime, where would they be? Edi-
tors posed this question to me a few 
days before my retirement date this 
month.  You only need to see five:

1. Paris
Yes, the city has suffered some 

blows recently, but it remains the 
most elegant of all world cities. I 
once wrote that if they held a con-
test for the best city in the universe, 
Earth should send Paris. I still 
believe that.

2. The Grand Canyon
The United States has equal or 

better scenery than anywhere in the 
world. And the Grand Canyon and 
its massive scale must absolutely 
be seen in person at least once in 
your lifetime. 

3. Vietnam
The combination of incredible 

food, wonderful shopping, energetic 

people and a profound sense of his-
tory makes this one place you must 
try to see in your life. For anyone 
who recalls the Vietnam War, there’s 
an added poignancy and familiarity 
here, especially when you’re taking 
a cruise down the Mekong River or 
lunching in Hanoi.

4. Great Migration on the 
Serengeti and Masai Mara in 
Tanzania and Kenya, Africa

Stunning wild animal scenes you 
will never forget. Don’t scrimp on 
this trip. Go during the migration 
months, spend the money to fly at 
least part of the in-country routes, 
and stay at the best tented camps 
you can afford. Life changing.

5. New York City
I actually have grown to love the 

city over the many decades I have 
visited. The museums, the little res-
taurants, the neighborhood feel, and 
of course Lady Liberty are sights 
every American should see at least 
once in their lives.
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

another of his novels, “Bleak 
House,” with this fine description:

“Fog everywhere. Fog up the 
river, where it flows among mead-
ows … fog down the river, where it 
rolls defiled among the tiers of ship-
ping … fog on the Essex marshes, 
fog on the Kentish heights …” It 
goes on and on; Dickens wasn’t 
opposed to rambling when he got 
his steam up, maybe owing to the 
fact that magazines paid him by the 
word for serializations of his novels.

People who write novels and 
screenplays have always seen fog 
as a handy way to convey setting 
and mood. Heathcliff and Catherine 
wandered through a good bit of it 
out on the lonely moors in “Wuther-
ing Heights.”  And, you might recall, 
it wasn’t a sunny afternoon that 
Humphrey Bogart strolled off into at 
the end of “Casablanca.”

Fog has been described and cel-
ebrated by creative writers through-
out all of literary history.  Edgar Allan 
Poe worked it in pretty regularly in 
his macabre tales, and poets, in par-
ticular, have made great use of it.  T. 
S. Eliot compared it to a cat rubbing 
its back upon a window pane, and 
Carl Sandburg said it comes on little 
cat’s feet.

The cat, it seems, tends to be the 
creature we most often equate with 
fog. I guess that’s why our two can 
sit contentedly and watch it through 
the window.  (Of course, they will 
sit contentedly and watch anything 
at all though the window, since they 
never get to go outside).

Felines, you see, are stealthy 
and agile like fog, and can slink into 
rooms and out again without being 
noticed. They can, like fog, wedge 
themselves into tiny corners and 
cubbyholes.  Which puts them at 
the opposite end of the sneaky and 
graceful spectrum from dogs. Dogs 
knock things over constantly, pant 
and drool to excess, and go clomp-
ing through rooms, very un-fog-like.

Maybe the reason that I’m so 
inclined toward cats is that I’m so 
fond of fog.

Now don’t get me wrong; dogs 

are fine by me, and so are bright, 
sunny days. I’m in complete agree-
ment that “on a clear day you can 
see forever.”

But here’s the thing: some days 
I don’t want to see forever.  Some 
days I want to settle into a comfort-
able chair with a good book with the 
fog pushing against my windows, 
like a blanket between me and the 
world.  Some days I want to venture 
forth out into the haze (except in a 
car, remember) and be content with 
seeing no further than a few feet in 
front of me, while at the same time 
being hidden away from the rest of 
the universe.

It’s almost like being invisible 
when I’m in a thick fog.  And who 
– in this fast-paced, frantic life 
– doesn’t want to be invisible on 
occasion?

So I’m in favor of fog.  At least 
every now and then.

As to what that dog on my early 
morning walk had to fuss about, I 
haven’t the foggiest notion.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Fog’s function is to beautify further the existing beautiesTrump won’t quit Twitter, aide says
Bloomberg News (TNS)

WASHINGTON –– Donald Trump won’t end the onslaught of posts on 
Twitter that fed his unconventional campaign, even after taking on the 
duties of the presidency this month.

Making news and issuing statements on social media sites that also 
include Facebook and Instagram will “absolutely” continue, despite earlier 
promises by Trump to cut back, incoming White House press secretary 
Sean Spicer said.

“You know what? The fact of the matter is that when he tweets, he gets 
results,” Spicer said.

In recent Twitter posts, Trump has hinted he’d like to change decades 
of policy on nuclear weapons; praised Russian leader Vladimir Putin even 
after accusations by intelligence agencies that Russia attempted to tamper 
with U.S. elections; and said the United Nations is a “club for people to get 
together, talk and have a good time.”

Soon after his victory on Nov. 8, Trump said CBS’s “60 Minutes” that he 
was rethinking his use of social media, which had been a potent weapon 
during more than a year on the campaign trail. “I’m going to be very 
restrained, if I use it at all, I’m going to be very restrained,” Trump said.

“You know, with all due respect, I think it freaks the mainstream media 
out that he has this following of over 45 plus million people that follow him 
on social media, that he can have a direct conversation,” Spicer said. “He 
doesn’t have to have it funneled through the media.”
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Study explain the mystery of the brain’s impressive ability to easily recognize a lot of faces
By David Templeton
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

PITTSBURGH — Recognizing a 
familiar face accurately and almost 
instantly — despite the frown or 
smile, the new wrinkles, or beard, or 
added hat or glasses — involves a 
mysterious brain process, especially 
given the many thousands of highly 
similar faces in a world of billions.

A Carnegie Mellon University 

study in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences 
takes important steps in describing 
the mystery of face recognition, 
one of the brain’s most impressive 
accomplishments.

“That we are able to recognize 
tens of thousands of faces with 
accuracy and rapidity continues to 
be a scientific mystery,” said study 
leader Marlene Behrmann, who 

holds an endowed professorship 
in cognitive neuroscience at CMU. 
“The question is how this is done, 
and this study is an attempt to 
understand that question.

“If we can answer it and lay bare 
how the brain achieves this, it also 
offers the possibility that other visual 
recognition processes may follow 
the same pattern, including reading, 
with different type and handwriting.”

The study involved CMU’s Center 
for the Neural Basis of Cognition 
and the University of Toronto Scar-
borough.

Cascading brain signals confirm-
ing identity “feels effortless,” said 
Behrmann, who holds a Ph.D. in 
cognitive neuroscience. “It’s not like 
this is hard work. No one is sweat-
ing over it. But the speed and lack 
of effort belies the complexity of the 
brain computations taking place.”

What seems “almost magical,” 
she said, actually involves two 
complicated brain processes.

The first is appearance-based or 
image-based, with the brain making 
literal observations of the face 
including the shape of nose, mouth 
or eyes, size of cheeks or type of 
eyebrows.

Next the brain uses those image-
based details in a more abstract, 
“identity-based” process with neural 
signals traveling throughout the 
brain in a give-and-take, back-and-
forth process, to analyze and link 
those facial characteristics to a 
particular person in memory.

In essence, the brain pares down 
details of the face to key geometric 
characteristics while using ever 
more details to match those charac-
teristics to a known face, ultimately 
having enough evidence to confirm 
the identify of a friend, family 
member, long-lost acquaintance, 
Barack Obama or Donald Trump.

For example, Behrmann said, the 
brain might focus on a pronounced 
dimple in the chin, then the large 
size and shape of the head and 

consider that the person just might 
be Jay Leno, only to have further 
evidence of eyebrows, facial expres-
sions and hair color to confirm the 
identify.

In an even more complex identity-
based procedure, the brain analyzes 
the facial structure despite varia-
tions, different angles, lighting and 
shading, facial alterations and even 
the effects of aging if the person 
hasn’t been seen for years.

Recognition typically occurs 
within a range of a few milliseconds 
to less than half a second.

In the study, subjects wore 
helmets containing neuroimaging 
technology to measure brain signals 
on the scalp, with simultaneous 
magnetic resonance imaging or MRI 
to determine precisely where those 
specific signals were originating.

Each person was asked to 
identify 91 similar faces, each face 
shown twice, once with a smile 
and once with a neutral expres-
sion. Each version of the faces was 
then seen about 100 times by each 
participant in the study, for a total of 
10,000 trials.

The careful measurement helped 
the research team to understand 
how the brain recognizes faces 
despite variations. The large 
amounts of data were computer-
analyzed to show, millisecond by 
millisecond, how complicated cycles 
of brain signaling occur, ultimately 
resulting in a distinct brain signature 
for each face. These signatures 
allow the observer to recognize the 
face.
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“You need cars to go from one 
place to another. You need planes 
to go places you can’t reach without 
months of travel. Why do you need 
a civilian firing range?” he replied. 
Then he set out to list why, which 
I cannot repeat in a community 
publication.

Since these threads can be joined 
worldwide, many participants don’t 
mind being really rude and crude, 
which is why I try to stay away 
from them. But, since I was already 
commenting, what’s wrong with just 
one more comment? Of course, it is 
never just one more.

“Maybe (you need a civilian firing 
range) to become a better marks-
man, because the cops are 10 
minutes away, and by the time they 
can get to your home, the intruder 
already did his damage (if you even 
get a chance to call 911). Or maybe 
because it’s a lot of fun because you 
don’t hunt, but still want to do some 
target practice,” I replied in a some-
what longer than usual message.

I just returned from the gun range 
with my daughter, and we’re doing 
fine, I tried to explain. 

Safety is of foremost concern at 
those places. But I was trying to 
reason with an extreme view, know-

ing all along that such extremes on 
either side are pretty well locked in 
place.

But as least I tried.
“Enough of the straw argu-

ment you muppet.… Cars are for 
transport....Guns are for killing…” 
chimed in another opposing view.

But cars can be used for killing, 
too. Or, trucks, some of which have 
been used by the terrorists to ram 
into large crowds in Europe. So, 
both can be used for killing, but I 
am the muppet, right? My feelings 
were hurt. 

An airplane can be used for 
killing, like on Sept. 11, 2001. Just 
about anything can be used for kill-
ing, even a harmless-looking fluffy 
pillow.

“Somebody dying in a car is 
expected, but not on a gun range,” 
replied another commenter.

I gave up. The reason fatalities 
are not expected on a gun range is 
because there are very few of them. 
But life is precious on the range, or 
in a car, where a lot more people 
die. I was starting to turn blue in the 
face.

An additional New Year’s resolu-
tion: Never get into a discussion 
with trolls on Facebook. Lesson 
learned.

(Continued from Page 1)
Guns & trolls on Facebook a bad mix

Last company to make video cassette recorders calls it quits, citing declining demand
By Danny Tyree
Special to The Bulletin

Every Monday night in the fall of 
1975, I ran until I was out of breath.

Despite rushing home from my 
afterschool job, I always missed 
the first five minutes of “All In The 
Family.”

I could certainly have used an 
iconic device that wouldn’t go into 
distribution in the 
U.S. for another two 
years: the Video 
Cassette Recorder 
(VCR).

I bring this up 
because USA Today 
reported that Funai Electronics, the 
last known manufacturer of VCRs, 
will no longer make them.

The Japanese company cited 
declining demand (750,000 units 
sold last year, versus the peak of 
15 million units annually) and the 
difficulty of procuring parts.

Parts? Given how outdated the 
device had become, I wonder if the 

parts were horseshoes so the Pony 
Express could deliver them?

Who is still buying 750,000 
VCRs a year? One source said the 
Chinese, but I suspect that some 
distant tribe is sacrificing them to 
the volcano god. 

(“And here is a copy of Cheech 
& Chong’s ‘Up In Smoke’ for good 
measure.”)

There are 
probably a LOT of 
Third World nations 
proudly using the 
analogue technol-
ogy. (“Maybe I 
earn only a quarter 

a day, but you can bounce that 
quarter off these abs after I finish all 
those Jane Fonda workout tapes!”)

In its day, the VCR was hailed as 
revolutionary. Yes, “revolutionary” 
in that the wobbly, ever-degenerat-
ing images made the characters all 
fidget like they were waiting for the 
guillotine.

Okay, the VCR was also revolu-

tionary in that it offered an explosion 
of options for home entertainment. 
As a precursor of today’s Redbox, 
“time-shifting” and streaming media, 
it saved us from being at the mercy 
of theater owners and network 
programmers. 

Instead, we were at the mercy 
of idiot family members who forgot 
to program the thing or idiot family 
members who left the dog unat-
tended to chew the cord. Even Bob 
Hope wouldn’t go near THOSE war 
zones.

The VCR spared us from sprint-
ing to the bathroom at every com-
mercial break. Sure, the Surgeon 
General issued a preliminary report 
that this change sparked a rise 
in cardiovascular disease; but he 

somehow got distracted from issu-
ing a final draft. 

(“Who’s the idiot who taped over 
the ‘M*A*S*H’ finale????”)

The “leisure” device actually 
provided new things to stress out 
over. (“I’ve still got 567 hours of 
game shows to catch up on. I think 
Bob Barker should have promoted 
spaying or neutering ‘The Price Is 
Right’ instead of pets!”)

Remember the war between 
the VHS and Betamax formats 
of recording? And how leaked 
index cards in cursive handwrit-
ing revealed that the Democratic 
National Committee was involved 
in swinging support to VHS? (They 
even got Pres. Jimmy Carter to tell 
“Playboy” magazine, “I have lusted 

after grainy home movies in my 
heart.”)

The VCR was such a big deal 
that the Supreme Court had to rule 
on the technology in 1984, deciding 
that it was NOT illegal to copy TV 
shows for home viewing. 

In a sidebar, the Court also 
declared that videotapes are PER-
SONS, with the free speech rights 
to donate to political campaigns and 
demand reparations for being stuck 
in dusty bookcases or grungy yard 
sale boxes.

When the last shiny new VCRs 
have worn out, it’ll really be time to 
bury the technology. But don’t dig 
a shallow grave. The &^%$# things 
will probably CHEW their way out!

      © 2016 Danny Tyree



Page 10  THE BULLETIN  January 10, 2017    (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

When does it make sense for a 
house purchaser to pay all cash?

By Jack Guttentag
The Mortgage Professor (TNS)

Maria aims to purchase a house 
for $200,000. Because she has 
financial assets of $300,000, one 
of her options is to buy the house 
for all cash. Alternatively, she can 
obtain a mortgage of $180,000 
for 15 years at 4 percent and zero 
fees. Maria has excess disposable 
income of $2,000 a month, which 
would more than cover the payment 
on a mortgage.

How does she make the choice? 
The method I would use is to calcu-
late her net worth at the end of her 
expected period in the house, or at 
the mortgage payoff date, whichever 
comes first. I will assume the mort-
gage payoff period of 15years. 

The calculation of future net worth 
would be done twice, once on the 
assumption that Maria purchases 
with all cash, and once on the 
assumption that she borrows 90 
percent of the price.

To make the calculation manage-
able, I developed a spreadsheet, 
which is on my website as the 
Mortgage Professor’s Net Worth 
Spreadsheet. Interested readers 
can download it to their computers. 
It has no commercials.

In the all-cash purchase, future 

net worth after 15 years is the sum 
of the future value of Marie’s $,2000 
of excess income, invested monthly 
to earn 4 percent, or $492,181; plus 
the future value of the $100,000 
of financial assets left after buying 
the house for cash, or $182,030; 
plus the future value of the house 
at an assumed appreciation rate of 
3 percent, or $313,486. The three 
items sum to a total net worth of 
$987,697.

If Maria finances the purchase 
with a $180,000 mortgage at 4 per-
cent, her excess income is reduced 
from $2,000 to $669 because of 
the mortgage payment, but her 
financial assets are reduced only 
by $20,000 to $280,000. 

The future values are $164, 526, 
$509,684 and $313,486, which 
sum to $987, 697. The future net 
worth is the same in both cases 
because I assumed that Maria’s 
financial assets earned the same 
return as the rate she paid on the 
mortgage.

The relationship between the 
mortgage rate and the investment 
rate is the major factor determining 
whether or not it makes sense to 
pay all cash.

 If Maria earns only 2 percent 
on investments while paying 4 

percent on a mortgage, financ-
ing the purchase with a mortgage 
would result in a future net worth 
of only $831,558. In this case, she 
should pay all cash. On the other 
hand, if she earned 8 percent on 
investments, her net worth would be 
$1,470,772, so she should finance 
the purchase.

But there is a small proviso. 
Mortgage interest paid is deduct-
ible, whereas interest earned is 
taxable. If Maria is in the 28 percent 
tax bracket, taking account of the 
mortgage interest deduction would 

increase the future net worth in 
the case where she borrows by 
$20,000-$25,000. My spreadsheet 
allows the user to specify any tax 
bracket desired.

And there is a major proviso that 
is much more likely to be over-
looked. I have assumed that when 
the purchaser pays all cash, she 
allocates to monthly savings an 
amount equal to the monthly mort-
gage payment that she would have 
made had she borrowed. 

In the borrowing case, she is 
required to pay $1,331 a month 

on the mortgage, leaving $669 for 
investment. In the all cash pur-
chase, the obligatory payment is 
gone and she must invest $2,000 a 
month voluntarily.

If Maria spends all her dispos-
able income in the two cases, her 
future net worth in the borrowing 
case would be twice as large as in 
the all cash purchase case, the 8 
percent investment rate notwith-
standing. It reminds us, once again, 
that the forced saving feature of the 
long-term fully amortizing mortgage 
serves many consumers well.

Questions to ask 
before getting a 

reverse mortgage
By Holden Lewis
Bankrate.com (TNS)

Here is a guide to some of the 
most important reverse mortgage 
loan questions besides the ones 
you’ll ask about interest rates and 
fees. 
• Who am I working with?

There is an important designa-
tion that can help you decide 
which lender and which loan 
officer to choose.

“A reverse mortgage loan is a 
complex financial product, and 
you need to make sure that who 
you’re working with is going to 
really help you understand how 
it works, and whether it makes 

sense for you, and if they take 
a consultative approach to the 
process with you,” says Paul Fiore, 
executive vice president of sales for 
American Advisors Group, or AAG, 
a lender that does only reverse 
mortgage loans.

Ask if the lender is a member 
of the National Reverse Mortgage 
Lenders Association, checking for 
the lender’s rating with agencies 
such as the Better Business Bureau 
and asking what the company’s 
values are.
• Will I still own the home?

Yes, you will still own the home 
after you get a reverse mortgage 
loan. 

The lender can explain how a 
reverse mortgage loan will affect 
your heirs. It’s a complex issue that 
is affected by whether you have 
a co-borrower, whether you are 
married to someone who is not a 
co-borrower, and whether the last 

borrower dies while living in the 
home or moves out permanently 
before then.

In most cases, says Reza Jah-
angiri, CEO of American Advisors 
Group, the borrower dies or moves 
out of the home while the home is 
worth more than the amount owed. 
Then the heirs can sell the house 
and bank the remaining equity. “Or 
they can refinance it and stay in the 
house or rent it out,” Jahangiri says.

If the home is worth less than the 
reverse mortgage loan balance, the 
heirs are not on the hook for making 
up the difference. They can sell the 
property for fair market value, pay 
off the loan with the proceeds, and 
any shortfall is covered by mortgage 
insurance.
• Will a reverse mortgage 
loan solve my issues?

A good reverse mortgage loan 
officer will be solution-oriented, 
Coffin says, asking what problems 

the borrower wants to solve with the 
loan proceeds.

“You look to see what their goal 
is, and how financially fit they are 
right now,” she says. Typically, she 
asks prospective borrowers how 
their finances will change in the next 
couple of years. For example, do 
they plan to buy a car?

The loan officer and the borrower 
can discuss whether it’s a good idea 
to get a reverse mortgage loan, and 
if so, if now is the time or if it would 
be better to wait. They can discuss 
whether to get a fixed-rate or vari-
able-rate loan, and which type of 
payout would be best: a lump sum, 
a line of credit, monthly payments 
or a hybrid of a line of credit and 
monthly payments.
• What is the loan process like?

A reverse mortgage loan is more 
complex than a traditional mortgage 
because there are various ways 
to collect the proceeds (lump sum, 

line of credit, monthly payments 
or a hybrid of a line of credit and 
monthly payments). On top of that, 
you’re required to talk to a certi-
fied housing counselor. Plus, the 
lender has to conduct a financial 
assessment of you.

“A reverse mortgage loan is a 
complex financial product, and you 
need to make sure that who you’re 
working with is going to really help 
you understand how it works, and 
whether it makes sense for you, 
and if they take a consultative 
approach to the process with you,” 
Fiore says.

He adds: “Are they going to walk 
me through the reverse mortgage, 
how it works and whether it makes 
sense for me? Or are they going 
to just try to get me to apply? 
Really strong lenders should have 
a very specific process they follow 
that helps consumers understand 
everything step by step.”
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER Training session set for senior volunteers who want to fight Medicare fraud
The Texas Senior Medicare 

Patrol (SMP) is partnering with 
RSVP of Southeast Texas to recruit 
and train individuals interested in 
fighting Medicare fraud.  

Senior Medicare Patrol is cred-
ited with saving taxpayers more 
than $100 million since its incep-
tion in 1997.  RSVP of Southeast 
Texas engaged over 750 persons in 
volunteer service last year, saving 
non-profit organizations over $2 mil-
lion.  Both are national programs.

As a member of the Senior 
Medicare Patrol, volunteers receive 
extensive training which includes 
the SMP mission, Medicare basics 
and how to recognize Medicare 
fraud and what to do about it.  

Once trained, volunteers become 
watchdogs by making presentations 
to Medicare beneficiaries on how to 
protect their health care dollars and 

how to report suspected fraud.
SMP volunteers have witnessed 

all kinds of schemes.  There are fly-
by-night clinics where patients get 
paid to take multiple tests given by 
staff with dubious credentials.  

Often, senior citizens are 
persuaded to give up their per-
sonal information with an offer of 
something they might need, like 
transportation to kidney dialysis 
appointment or to receive a walker.  

“Once a scam artist has some-
one’s Medicare number, they will 
pass it around,” states Jennifer 
Salazar, Texas SMP Director.  “It is 
really important that you do not give 
out your Medicare number over 
the phone to someone you do not 
know; protect it as you would your 
social security number.”

Through a partnership with RSVP 
of Southeast Texas, Senior Medi-

care Patrol volunteers 55 and over 
will receive free volunteer benefits, 
including volunteer accident and 
liability insurance, continuing edu-
cation opportunities, and volunteer 
recognition.

There will be a free training ses-
sion for interested volunteers on 
Wednesday, Jan. 25. The session is 
scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 

the Beacon Office Center, located 
at 201 E. Myrtle Street in Angleton.  

Lunch will be provided.  If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer 
with the Texas Senior Medicare 
Patrol, please contact Jimmy 
Johnson with RSVP of Southeast 
Texas at (979) 308-3316 or email at 
jjohnson@erjcchouston.org.

Who wouldn’t take a 
beating for that kind of 
payout?

Hey, it’s great work if you can 
get it. Ronda Rousey got paid 
$3 million to go 48 seconds in 
her UFC comeback Friday night  
- which pencils out to a tidy $225 
million an hour.

Ground-Dawg Day
And now, for this CFB update: 

Alabama just punted Washington 
back to the 10-yard line again.

Pick play
Arkansas tight end Jeremy 

Sprinkle got sent home just hours 
before Thursday’s Belk Bowl 
when he got caught shoplifting 
– from a sponsoring Belk depart-
ment store. Or, as Razorbacks 
apologists prefer to put it: He had 
bad hands.

Hold that lion
Eagles rookie quarterback 

Carson Wentz bought each his 
offensive linemen a shotgun 
for Christmas. Luckily for them, 
Wentz doesn’t operate out of the 
wildcat formation.

Talking the talk
• From Fark.com, on the 

Buccaneers needing wins by 
themselves, the Colts, Cowboys, 
Lions, Titans and 49ers – and 
a Washington-Giants tie – on 
Sunday to make the playoffs: “So 
you’re saying there’s a chance?”

• Golf Channel analyst Nick 
Faldo, during the Ryder Cup, 
after Brooks Koepka’s drive came 
to rest against a row of Porta 
Potties: “He can take relief over 
there.”

• Leicester City striker Jamie 
Vardy, to the London Daily Mail, 
on the last time he lifted a weight: 
“Probably that can of Red Bull the 
other day.”

• Times reader Bill Lorenger, 
after season-ending injuries to 
Derek Carr, Marcus Mariota and 
Tyler Lockett: “What’s the over-
under for broken legs in one NFL 
weekend?”

Gut 1, gut 2 ...
Alabama, Oklahoma, Louisi-

ana, Arkansas and Mississippi 
are the least-healthiest states in 
the U.S., according to USA Today 
listings. Guess that’s the price 
you have to pay for top-notch 
college football.
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Behind the scenes on the world’s largest cruise ship
By Arlene Satchell
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

Operating the world’s largest 
cruise ship means a lot of moving 
parts.

Below the guest decks on Royal 
Caribbean International’s new 
Harmony of the Seas - away from 
the eyes of the regular cruisegoer 
- crew members move in an almost 
nonstop bustle of activity through 
the busiest corridor, or main artery, 
of the ship.

They call it “I-95.”
Here, you’ll find them shuffling 

along the main thoroughfare to and 
from daily duties, some pushing 
food and beverage carts, others 
moving pallets of provisions and 
supplies, or carrying items for recy-
cling or the trash compactor.

For just one weeklong cruise, 
Harmony carries thousands of 
pounds of food and hundreds of 
different beverages, including 40 
brands of beer, 340 brands of wine, 
more than 40 kinds of fruits and 80 
different vegetables. There are thou-
sands of rolls of toilet tissue, paper 
hand towels and new lightbulbs, and 
gallons of hand sanitizer to stock.

That’s just a snapshot of what 
it takes behind the scenes, with 
2,100 crew members performing the 
critical work that results in smooth 
sailing aboard Harmony of the 
Seas, which now departs from Port 
Everglades.

“A ship like this is all about the 
crew and bringing (all that it offers) 
together, and it’s not only about the 
crew that guests see,” said Mark 
Tamis, senior vice president of hotel 
operations for Royal Caribbean.

It’s a mammoth undertaking to 
cater to the up to 6,780 passengers 
that can be accommodated on the 
Harmony. The $1.5 billion floating 
resort features 22 food outlets.

Harmony goes through 20,000 
pounds of baking potatoes, 12,600 
pounds of flour, 15,000 pounds of 
beef and 9,700 pounds of chicken 
for a week’s worth of meals. After 
all, there are 80,000 plated meals to 
serve daily.

“We’re one of the largest food 
operations in the world,” said David 
Reihana, traveling corporate chef 
for the line’s parent company, Royal 
Caribbean Cruises Ltd.

Out of 1,056 culinary team mem-
bers on the ship, there are 532 in 

its restaurants and 184 in beverage 
service, as well as 200 cooks.

The ship’s pastry kitchen on Deck 
3 operates around the clock in two 
shifts to churn out desserts, cookies, 
cakes and other sweets, Reihana 
said. Meanwhile, the bakery on 
Deck 4 makes muffins, breads and 
other baked items for the ship’s food 
outlets.

On any given seven-day Harmony 
cruise, there’s a selection of more 
than 40 types of breads and 100 
pastries for guests to choose from, 
according to Royal Caribbean.

“Everything we make on-board 
- every dessert, every pastry - is 
made fresh,” Reihana said.

At the American Icon Grill main 

restaurant on Deck 3, during dinner 
service, a synchronized meal prep 
gets under way immediately after 
the waiters’ orders are in.

“We have only 30 minutes to do 
all the main courses,” said Reihana. 
“At 7 p.m., it looks crazy (in the 
kitchen), but it’s actually organized-
crazy, and it’s a nice flow.”

In the cockpit bridge, the work of 
steering the ship takes place.

From here, Capt. Gus Andersson 
and his navigational crew go about 
sailing a vessel that weighs 226,963 
gross registered tons and measures 
1,188 feet long and about 216 
feet wide. The 18-deck Harmony 
was built from more than 500,000 
individual parts and is nearly four 

football fields long.
Despite its mega size, the big 

ship’s no slouch.
“We have one of the fastest 

modern cruise ships here,” said 
Andersson, of Sweden, who has 
previously captained other Royal 
Caribbean ships including Anthem 
of the Seas, Quantum of the Seas 
and Enchantment of the Seas.

Harmony’s average cruising 
speed is 22 knots, or about 25 mph, 
but the ship did go over 25 knots, or 
28 mph, during sea trials before it 
officially launched earlier this year, 
Andersson said.

Not unlike the cockpit of an air-
plane (only much bigger), Harmo-
ny’s cockpit bridge is an intricate 
network of computerized screens 
with radars that detect weather con-
ditions and maritime traffic nearby. 
The bridge also has a closed-circuit 

TV system that monitors other areas 
of the ship.

From the bridge, there’s a van-
tage view of the surrounding waters 
and you can also see the ship’s 
helipad, typically used to drop off 
people rescued at sea or to evacu-
ate people for medical treatment on 
land.

As the third ship in Royal 
Caribbean’s Oasis-class of vessels, 
Harmony is more energy-efficient 
than its sister ships, Allure of the 
Seas and Oasis of the Seas, which 
launched in late 2010 and 2009, 
respectively.

Energy-efficient equipment can 
be found across the ship’s engines, 
lighting, elevators, kitchen galleys 
and other operational areas, said 
Richard Pruitt, vice president of 
safety and environmental steward-
ship for Royal Caribbean Cruises.

Harmony of the Seas Captain Gus Andersson gives a tour of the bridge 
as it docked in Nassau, Bahamas. (Carline Jean/Sun Sentinel/TNS)

The helipad is seen through the windows of the bridge aboard Harmony 
of the Seas, the newest addition to Royal Caribbean’s award-winning 
Oasis Class fleet. (Carline Jean/Sun Sentinel/TNS)

Cruise ship work 
is not glamorous

– think “Love Boat” – but the long 
hours required and the callously 
low pay offered mean that opera-
tors must depend on international 
employees, specifically Filipinos. 

Cruise liner Royal Caribbean 
recently announced that it would 
hire 30,000 Filipino crew members 
over the next five years. Filipinos 
have few legal rights. Pursuant to 
an arbitration agreement, they’re 
required to return to Manila to 
make claims against their employ-
ers, and therefore are an easy 
target for exploitation.

Having just returned from my 
first-ever (and last) cruise, I had 
an opportunity to witness the 
employment practices up close. 
I immediately observed that not 
a single American worked on the 
ship. As one attendant told me, “If 
you’re awake, I’m working.”

Paul Chapman, a Baptist 

minister who founded the Center 
for Seafarers Rights in 1981, 
called the typical passenger ship 
“a sweatshop at sea,” an “ocean-
going maquiladora,” and claimed 
that if a ship owner wanted to 
maximize profits at the expense of 
people, “it’s a piece of cake.” 

The Columbia School of 
Journalism joined with Univision 
Noticias in a four-month investiga-
tive report titled “Vacations in No 
Man’s Seas.” Among the report’s 
findings are that the multi-billion-
dollar cruise business operates 
under the laws of the overseas tax 
havens and where its ships are 
officially registered, which makes 
it one of the United States’ least 
regulated businesses. 

Even though the industry uses 
the infrastructure of U.S. ports, 
the resources of the U.S. Navy, 
Coast Guard, Homeland Security, 

Customs & Border Protection, 
U.S. Public Health, Centers for 
Disease Control and Protection 
and another 20 U.S. agencies for 
free, the cruise lines pay virtually 
no U.S. taxes.

Furthermore, in a chapter titled 
“Sweatshops on the High Seas,” 
the journalists wrote that cruise 
ship employees often work more 
than 70 hours a week, with little 
rest and no paid vacations. And 
as for the food they’re served, 
one employee compared it to 
eating in a high school cafeteria.

Understanding the surge in 
customer demand isn’t hard. The 
alluring television ads portray 
travelers’ every whim being 
catered to as they lounge around 
the pool, dine on fine cuisine 
or swirl the dance floor.But the 
industry’s exploitative underbelly 
is ugly. 

By Joe Guzzardi
Specical to The Bulletin

Cruise ship travel continues to 
gain in popularity as passenger 
demand can barely keep up with 
fleet additions. The global cruise 
industry generated revenues of 
$37.1 billion in 2014, and is pre-
dicted to hit nearly $50 billion by 
year end 2018, when the number 
of passengers carried will exceed 
25 million.

The huge spike in demand 
means lots of new jobs for wait-
ers, cooks, bartenders, house-
keepers and receptionists. But 
those jobs won’t go to American 
workers. Working on a cruise 
ship may seem the dream job 
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: FISHY  HOARD  CHROME  KNIGHT
Answer: Offering their seats to seniors was a -- FORM OF “CHAIR-ITY”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Think outside yourself. 
Resolve to make your partner’s life just a bit better. 
As this week unfolds, you might find that the support 
of someone else is necessary to sustain your own 
happiness.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Your cheerfulness 
attracts compliments. Remain faithful if you hope to 
enjoy a rapturous romp with a romantic companion. In 
the week to come, your business sense might be out 
of kilter.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): If you are receptive 
and perceptive, you can sidestep the deceptive. In the 
week ahead, a close companion might be less than 
forthcoming. Resolve not to overreact to what seems 
like a betrayal.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): It is tempting to 
remain tethered to togetherness. Make the most of 
your vacation engaged in quality time with family. Later 
in the week your loved ones might not have time for 
you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Sing a sentimental duet 
with your special someone. Perfect harmony is pos-
sible if you follow your intuitions. Don’t expect special 
favors or generosity from the boss in the week ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Display a tranquil air to 
lure a lover into your lair. Your mate could be espe-

cially sensitive to your needs and wants. This is a good 
week to make lasting contentment and harmony a reality.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Build a cocoon of content-
ment. Relax within the warmth of a trustworthy relationship 
and find hidden benefits in your job. Frustrating situations 
might prevent you from attaining your goals.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A spirit of blissful agree-
ment can make significant relationships the centerpiece of 
tranquility. Implement key plans and long term partnership 
agreements in the early part of the week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): The only thing to 
fear is fear itself. Lucky breaks can improve your career 
outlook in the week ahead, but you must be able and will-
ing to experiment with something new.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Keep your com-
ments to yourself. In the week ahead there could be some 
crossed wires in your communications. Resolve to be 
more understanding and open minded on the job.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Fool around and fall in 
love without being foolish. Enjoy relationships that have a 
definite chance of lasting. Choose purchases with an eye 
on durability in the first part of the week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Listen to the words of the 
bard. “To sleep, perchance to dream” may offer necessary 
rest. Find peace and harmony in the week to come if you 
are willing to set your imagination loose.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Jan. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1839, 
invention of the Daguerreotype pho-
tographic process was announced 
at the French Academy of Science. 
In 1956, Abigail Van Buren’s advice 
column, “Dear Abby,” first appeared 
in newspapers.

Jan. 10: ON THIS DATE in 49 
B.C., Julius Cesar crossed the Rubi-
con River on his invasion of Italy, 
violating a strict rule that forbade 
Roman generals from bringing their 
troops into the Republic’s home 
territory. “Crossing the Rubicon” has 
come to mean “no turning back” 
or proceeding past the “point of no 
return.” In 1935, A-list actors Doug-

las Fairbanks and Mary Pickford 
were divorced.

Jan. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1803, U.S. diplomats James Monroe 
and Robert Livingston sailed for 
Paris to try to buy New Orleans from 
the French. Instead, they got the 
entire Louisiana Purchase, which 
France recently had acquired from 
Spain. In 1878, milk was delivered 
in glass bottles for the first time.

Jan. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1896, H.L. Smith took the first X-ray. 
In 1971, “All in the Family” debuted 
on CBS-TV. To make room for this 
show and other new ones consid-
ered more relevant to changing 
tastes and demographics - such 
as “M*A*S*H” and “Sanford & Son” 
- the network that season canceled 
all of its so-called “rural comedies,” 
including “The Beverly Hillbillies,” 
“Hee-Haw,” “Lassie” and “Green 
Acres.”

Jan. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1733, Georgia, the last of the 
original 13 American colonies, 
was founded by reformer James 
Oglethorpe with about 130 English 
settlers. In 1942, German U-boats 

began harassing American freight-
ers off Florida’s Atlantic coast.

Jan. 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1697, the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony held a day of fasting and 
repentance for having executed 
people convicted of witchcraft, 
beginning with the Salem trials of 
1692. In 1952, NBC’s “Today” show 
premiered, featuring Dave Garro-
way as host.

Jan. 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1535, King Henry VIII declared 
himself head of the English church. 
In 1939, Nestle marketed chocolate 
chips and the recipe for the cookies 
Ruth Wakefield had invented at her 
Toll House Inn in Whitman, Mass., 
in 1930.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1969, New 
York Jets quarterback Joe Namath 
was named the Most Valuable 
Player of Super Bowl III after his 
team upset the Baltimore Colts, 
16-7.

This week’s question: In 
1778, Capt. James Cook discovered 
the Sandwich Islands. They are now 
known as what?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• In 1940, cellophane polled as 

the third most beautiful word in the 
English language, behind mother 
and memory.

• A father was once sent to jail for 
kidnapping his daughter’s killer and 
handing him over to the police.

• Between 10 and 20 volcanoes 
are erupting somewhere on Earth 
every day.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Dreaming about a celebrity usually indicates that the dreamer has a 
personal need for recognition.

• Chickens outnumber humans 3:1.
If all of the volcanoes on Earth erupted, the effects on the planet would be 

more devastating than a nuclear winter.
• Babies are born with self-awareness, which allows them to differentiate 

their bodies from other people’s.
• If twin boys had children with twin girls, the offspring would all genetically 

be siblings.
• A new study has found that alcohol consumption tends to make spiritual 

people more violent.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Software versions that probably 
have bugs
6 Deer sir?
10 Long-running TV forensic series
13 Reason for some food recalls
14 Tractor brand
15 Gavel sound
16 King of ragtime
18 California’s Santa __ Mountains
19 2,000 pounds

20 Lee in the frozen foods section
21 Gives off
23 Presley film set in Sin City
26 Noisy insect
29 Seuss’ “Horton __ a Who!”
30 In any way
31 Artist Francisco
33 Right-angled pipes
36 Penalty flag thrower
37 Sincere
40 Promise to repay, for short

41 The “E” in FEMA: Abbr.
43 Fez and fedora
44 Speaks scratchily
46 “Sour grapes” storyteller
48 Multi-room accommodations
49 One chasing outlaws for money
53 Domed home
54 Zip, as a Ziploc
55 Static jolt
58 Bikini top
59 Counter wipers, or what the 
starts of 16-, 23- and 49-Across are
63 Lanai wreath
64 Preface, briefly
65 Yeas and nays
66 Mass. clock setting
67 Mix, as a salad
68 Make into a statute

DOWN
1 Unsurpassed, or surpass
2 Danish shoe company
3 Animated character
4 Mountain hgt.
5 Isn’t used, as machinery
6 Leaf under a petal
7 Phone book no.
8 Tycoon Onassis
9 Swiss convention city
10 Site for online bargain hunters
11 Legendary sleigh rider
12 “Not interested”
14 Animated kid explorer
17 Morning cup
22 For a __ pittance
23 Actor Kilmer
24 “Now I remember”
25 Caspian and Black
26 Handle with __
27 Gossip column couple
28 17-Down with hot milk
31 Boardroom diagram
32 Toronto’s prov.
34 More than trot
35 Figure (out), slangily
38 Shout between ships
39 Soul mate
42 Nevada city
45 Word before base or ball
47 “Cut that out!”
48 Fantasy baseball datum
49 Holy Scriptures
50 Fairy tale baddies
51 Password creators
52 Fictional sleuth Wolfe
55 Second of four rhyming Greek 
letters
56 Actor Baldwin
57 Hissed “Hey!”
60 “Is that __?”: “Are you declining?”
61 Pair in a qt.
62 Took first place
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
HOUND  HUSKY  BOXER  COLLIE  POODLE  SPANIEL
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January, 21
February 4, 18

9am - 3pm

Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class, such 
as Stand-Up Defensive Driving, 
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certificate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for more infor-
mation and to make a resevation.

 Our classes are held in the first-
floor meeting room of Candlewood 
Suites, which is located at 506 E. 
Hwy. 332 in Lake Jackson.

Under the Hood: Older model Cadillac sputters, shuts down after being refueled
By Brad Bergholdt
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Q: I am a regular reader and 
really enjoy your column. Back 
in the day, I was a certified auto 
mechanic. But that was long ago. 
Perhaps you can help out with an 
issue I’ve been encountering.

I have a 2003 Cadillac Seville 
STS with a fueling issue that has 
recently occurred three consecutive 
times.

As one normally would, I go to 
fill up when the tank is close to 
empty. But after leaving the station 
and accelerating slightly, the car 
shuts down. After a re-cranking, 
the car will start back up, but then 
spurts and spits and sputters and 
shuts down again. I have to go 

through this process six or eight 
times before it’ll finally start properly. 
— David M.

A: David, see if you can get 
your hands on a generic onboard 
diagnostic scan tool and take a look 
at the short-term fuel trim reading as 
your Caddy is sputtering.

If you notice a big swing in the 
reading (positive 20 percent or 
more), that’s confirmation that a 
lean condition is occurring, likely 
because of a flakey fuel pump. 
Sometimes, when an in-tank 
electric fuel pump is on its last legs, 
a sudden temperature change 
brought on by filling up your tank 
can cause flakey operation or a total 
loss of operation.

A fuel pressure test during an 

episode would confirm a pump 
malfunction.

The EVAP (fuel vapor contain-
ment) and ORVR (on-board refilling 
vapor recovery) systems are 
unlikely to cause such a fault. If 
something was going on with one of 
those systems, you’d likely see rich 
symptoms, such as black smoke or 
a negative-percentage fuel trim.

Q: I have a 1989 Ford Mustang 
with a four-cylinder engine and 
107,000 miles on it.

I generally drive it around town, 
starting it up five to seven times a 
week. On very rare occasions, it 
won’t start. (It turns over, but just 
won’t start.)

— Ron G.
A: I’m thinking it might be the fuel 

pump.
Try this: Take a length of wire 

and insert one end — bared and 
wrapped around a paperclip — and 
insert it into the pink/black wire 
cavity of the fuel pump connector. 
Take the other end and connect it to 
a multimeter.

You’ll be ready to go next time the 
Mustang acts up and will be able 
to confirm if an acceptable voltage 
(11 volts or more while cranking) 
is being sent to the pump. Baring 
a bad connection at the top of the 
tank, a good reading at the relay 
says the pump is not doing as 
instructed. A tired fuel pump can 
sometimes be cranky to get going 
but work acceptably afterward — for 
a while.


