
© 2017

January 17, 2017
Our 23rd Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407 
mybulletinnewspaper.com

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

PLEASE 
TAKE ONE

(Continued on Page 7)

FREE

Simple scams 
make big $$$

(Continued on Page 6)

See Page 2

Jazz legend 
David Sanborn 

to appear at the 
Clarion Jan. 21

(Continued on Page 11

Jan. 21

The
Weekly Bulletin
Hero of the 

12th Century
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing editor

I recently reread and was again 
inspired by two very different liter-
ary works which both chronicle the 
amazing life of a man who died 846 
years ago today.

Thomas Becket’s life and death 
have provided 
rich material for 
storytellers for 
almost a millen-
nia. Born in the 
Cheapside sector 
of London he 
was sent by one 
of his father’s 
wealthy friends 

to a priory school before settling 
into what he suspected would be 
the lackluster life of a clerk, finally 
finding a position in the household of 
Archbishop Theobald of Canterbury.  

From that lofty perch, he made the 
acquaintance of young King Henry 
II.  After a spell of unashamed, self-
propelled social climbing, he became 
the confidant of the King, who made 
him his chancellor.  

When Archbishop Theobald died, 
Henry pulled in some pontifical 
favors and had Thomas, who wasn’t 
even a priest, named the new 
archbishop.  

In a quick flurry of rites that 
elevated him to priest, bishop and 
archbishop, he became the highest 
ranking Catholic in Britain.  

Roman Catholicism being the 
state religion – in effect the only 
religion – the former Cheapside 
lad found himself on Canterbury 
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Hey, Google!
What’s a mailbox?
By Peter Funt
Special to the Bulletin

I’m drinking morning coffee and 
exchanging pleasantries with the 
omnipotent Google Home device 
that arrived as a gift and was 
given a place near our kitchen 
table.

Google has designed this 
coffee-can shaped digital 
assistant so that it can only be 
addressed with the words “OK, 
Google” or “Hey, Google.”

Me: “Hey, Google. How do 

two years has been the hottest 
thing on the planet. It answers to 
“Alexa.”

“Hey, Google. Do you know 
someone named Alexa?”

“Sorry, I don’t know how to help 
with that, but I’m still learning.”

“Hey, Google. Do you know 
Siri?”

“She has a nice name.”
Since I’m writing this on my 

iPad, I thought I’d ask Siri, “What 
do you know about Google 
Home?”

Siri: “I found this on the Inter-
net: ‘Home,’ a 2015 film. An alien 
on the run makes friends with a 
girl.”

you spell omnipotent?” It (she?): 
“Omnipotent is spelled o-m-n-i-p-o-
t-e-n-t” Me: “Hey, Google. When is 
the Warriors’ next game?” It: “The 
Golden State Warriors will be play-
ing the Toronto Rappers Wednesday 
at 7:30 p.m.”

“Hey, Google. Hay is for horses.”
Ha. Just kidding. That’s how my 

mom used to remind us that it’s not 
polite to say “hey.” I might add that 
mom knew how to spell omnipotent 
and, on balance, seemed to get 
along fine without guidance from 
inanimate objects-although she was 
prone to criticizing them, as in: “That 
darn toaster is taking too long!”

Google Home competes with 
Amazon’s Echo, which for nearly 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Salif Alli wants to transfer 
$800,000 into my bank account.

He told me so in an email sent to 
my Yahoo account. It is really nice of 
him, since I have no idea who he is.

He wants to do it because I 
helped him previously with a trans-
fer, even though it was unsuccess-

ful. He wants me 
to contact his 
secretary, Abdul 
Kuku by email at 
abdul.kuku

@yahoo.com.
“Please let me 

know immedi-
ately you receive 
it so that we can 

share the joy after all the sufferness 
at that time,” Mr. Alli writes.

I have no idea what he is talking 
about, or what “sufferness” he 
means.

Mr. Alli is not the only one who 
wants to give me money. There are 
a lot of them on the Internet.

Why would Mr. Alli think that 
this silly scam can actually work? 
Because it often does.

Each year scammers make off 
with about $13 billion. While I would 
never contact Mr. Alli’s secretary, 
Mr. Kuku, some people do, and as 
soon as they send over their bank 
account information, the account is 
cleaned out.

For a while it seemed that I was 
winning the Irish lotto weekly. All 
I had to do to collect my winnings 
was to send over my bank account 
information, and the money would 
be deposited.

I replied to one such email that 
I never entered the Irish lotto. 
My email address was randomly 
selected, came the reply. This 
must be a new type of lotto, where 
nobody buys a ticket.

It’s almost too good to be true. I 
didn’t send any money, but many 
people probably did before the scam 

RAMBLINGSPeople with great credit scores do this...
STORY ON PAGE 12
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THE ONE EMPLOYEE NOBODY HAD COMPLAINTS ABOUT: 
Officials in Kuwait suspended a government worker’s salary because he 
didn’t show up to work for more than 10 years. He is appealing the deci-
sion on the grounds that he is “quite upset about it.”

GET RID OF THE UN-GAY FROM THE URDER-MAY: Police in 
Australia arrested two gang members in a fatal shooting, because they 
intercepted a phone conversation in which the criminals were communi-
cating in pig Latin as a form of code. The language game is popular with 
children and is known to pretty much everyone including the cops.

HONEY, WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO TELL ME? A woman 
threw a wrench at her husband in their Middleburg, Fla., home and then 
attacked him with a sword. Police said the couple was arguing about their 
relationship.

I’M WARNING YOU, I HAVE A GUB: A man, who has been hold-
ing up banks in the Greater Boston area, has been dubbed The Spelling 
Bee Bandit, because he writes “robery” on the notes he gives to the tellers 
announcing his intentions.

AND DON’T FORGET THE SALSA! A 270-pound lady of the night 
was arrested in Beaver Township, Ohio, after she arranged to do business 
with an undercover officer for $50 and some nachos.

THEN AGAIN, MAYBE NOT: Police, who arrested a man for driving 
with a suspended license in Brockville, Ontario, noted that he had been 
charged with the exact same offense 17 times before. “Maybe the 18th 
time is the charm,” one officer said.

ONE OF THE FEW PLEASURES IN MY LIFE: A woman in Tad, 
W. Va., called 911with fake emergencies about 600 times over 26 days. 
She would often try to disguise her voice, but officers still knew it was her. 
They said she seemed to enjoy the willful waste of resources she was 
imposing on the county.

AND DON’T FORGET THE SENTIMENTAL VALUE: Only days 
before a Manhattan couple was set to get married, the would-be groom 
called off the wedding. He then asked his former fiance to return the 
engagement ring he had given her. But she “has willfully and maliciously 
refused” to do so. Since the ring cost $125,000, the guy has employed 
legal means to get it back.

HEH, HEH, I THINK I’VE LOST THEM: A 29-year-old man on 
a motorcycle refused to pull over for troopers on the New York State 
Thruway, and instead roared away from them at speeds of more than 165 
mph. Alas, he ran out of fuel, and the officers caught up with him at a gas 
station.

SEEMED LIKE A PRETTY GOOD DEAL TO ME: A man in Tor-
rington, Conn., stole his father’s $8,000 coin collection, put it through a 
Coinstar machine at a supermarket and got $60, which he used to buy 
crack cocaine.

MEAT GOOD; ASPARAGUS BAD: A man in Vladivostok, Russia, 
called the police to complain that his wife was abusing their children by 
raising them vegetarian. He said that forcing them not to eat meat endan-
gered their welfare. The cops came to the house, saw that the kids were 
O.K., and left.

GIVE ME A CALL, BABY! A man driving on a highway in Exeter, 
England, pulled up alongside the car of an 18-year-old woman – both 
going 70 mph – and handed her a card with his phone number.

Jazz legend David Sanborn to appear at the Clarion on Jan. 21
The New Year brings more jazz to 

The Clarion at Brazosport College 
as David Sanborn performs with 
the Brazosport Jazz Orchestra on 
Saturday, Jan. 21.

Sanborn, who will take the stage 
at 7:30 p.m., is one of the most 
commercially successful and influ-
ential saxophonists in the country. 
His signature blend of pop, blues 
and crossover styles has made him 
a favorite on smooth jazz radio for 
more than four decades.

During his career, Sanborn 
has released 24 albums, won six 
Grammy Awards and has earned 
eight Gold albums and one Platinum 
album. He’s performed, collaborated 
or toured with with some of the 
music industry’s biggest names, 
including Albert King, Stevie 
Wonder, David Bowie, the Rolling 

Stones, Paul Simon, Eric Clapton, 
James Taylor, Luther Vandross, 
Jack DeJohnette, Bill Frisell, Charlie 
Hayden, Wallace Roney and Kenny 
Barron, to name only a few.

The Brazosport Jazz Orchestra, 
under the direction of Richard Birk, 
is a professional big band, jazz 
band made up of music educators 
and musicians from the Brazosport 
and greater-Houston areas.

The Jan. 21 show is sponsored 
by CHI St. Luke’s Health Brazos-
port.

Tickets for the show are $45 for 
adults, $40 for seniors and Bra-
zosport College employees, and 
$10 for students and children. For 
more information or to purchase 
tickets, contact the Clarion Box 
Office at (979) 230-3156 or online at 
www.brazosport.edu/clarion.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

Did you know?

MISBEHAVING DNA
Q. What is “chimerism,” and how 

did this rare condition almost send 
Lydia Fairchild to jail for surrogacy 
fraud?

A. First, the back story:  Fairch-
ild was an unmarried mother of 
two, pregnant again, and recently 
separated from the children’s father.  
When in 2002 she requested gov-
ernment assistance for her children, 
her home state of Washington 
requested DNA tests to verify that 
they were hers, and she willingly 
agreed, says Dan Lewis in his book 
“Now I Know More.”  But the DNA 
didn’t match, and the authorities 
concluded that she was a surrogate, 
keeping children for herself in order 
to collect welfare payments. 

Despite photos from the delivery 
room and testimony from the deliv-
ering obstetrician, the government 
was unmoved. Since Fairchild was 
pregnant, the court ordered that her 
delivery be witnessed and a DNA 
test be given immediately after-
wards.  Again no DNA match, again 
charges of a complicated con game, 
and prospects of untold years in 
prison for Fairchild.

Fortunately, her lawyers learned 
of another woman with a similar 
condition caused by the extremely 

rare chimerism.  As Lewis quotes 
ABC News, “In human biology, 
a chimera is an organism with at 
least two genetically distinct types 
of cells, that is, someone meant to 
be a twin. But while in the mother’s 
womb, two fertilized eggs fuse, 
becoming one fetus that carries 
two distinct genetic codes —- two 
separate strands of DNA.”

A pap test revealed that Fairchild 
did have two different sets of DNA 
and was declared innocent of all 
charges.

DRIVERS NOT WANTED
Q. Why were kids in the neighbor-

hood giving up their pizza delivery 
jobs?  Was it poor tips?  Laziness?  
Declining pizza orders?

A. The pizzas were still popular 
and on the move, and therein lies 
the answer.  Starship Technolo-
gies of Estonia has developed a 
six-wheeled self-driving delivery 
bot whose movements are tracked 
as it ferries packages or groceries, 
reports “IEEE Spectrum” magazine.  
Only the intended recipient can 
access its locked compartment with 
a unique code.  Able to hold two 
bags of groceries, the bot “travels 
on sidewalks like a mechanized 
pedestrian. Cameras and sensors 
help it avoid objects and people 
-— such as the teens it’ll put out of 
work.”

DON’T MIGRATE, EAT 
Q. What was getting into white 

storks of Portugal that they were 
no longer migrating to sub-Saharan 
Africa? Or perhaps better to ask 
what the birds were getting into?    

A. They were gorging on landfill 
garbage near their nesting sites, 
says Eric Betz in “Discover” 
magazine. Traditionally, storks 
are fair-weather fowl that like to 
migrate south for the winter, but 
researchers recently observed that 
roughly 14,000 European storks 
had stopped migrating, prompting 
the journal “Movement Ecology” to 
take a look.  Conservation ecolo-
gists used GPS tags to track 17 of 
the birds and discovered that they 
were making regular trips from their 
permanent nests to landfills dozens 
of miles away.  Aldine Franco 
and a team from the University of 
East Anglia followed the birds as 
they feasted behind dump trucks 
dropping off discarded meat at a 
landfill.  This steady food supply has 
enabled the storks to raise a larger 
number of chicks per nest, thereby 
increasing their population an 
incredible tenfold since the 1980s.

But the birds might soon reroute 
again, Betz adds: The European 
Union has revised landfill rules 
to require food waste be handled 
under cover. “That could leave the 
storks looking elsewhere for their 
junk-food fix.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

• Only 1.9% of Facebook users 
continue to use the popular 1990s-
era acronym LOL to signify their 
laughter in a post.

• From 2008 to 2011, American 
kids’ exposure to candy ads on 
television went up 74%.

• The average high school kid 
today has the same level of anxiety 
as the average psychiatric patient in 
the early 1950s.

• Regularly eating a Southern 
diet of fried, fat-laden food leads to 
a 56% higher risk of heart disease 
and a 30% higher risk of stroke.

• El Colacho is a traditional Span-
ish holiday where men dressed as 
the Devil leap over infants who are 
lying on mattresses in the street.
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Work with your audiologist to find the right hearing aid
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

The type of hearing loss you have 
and how severe it is can impact how 
well a hearing aid works for you. 

A variety of hearing aids are 
available, so if the first one you try 
isn’t helpful, ask your audiologist to 
recommend another. 

For people who have hearing loss 
that does not benefit from hear-
ing aids, another device called a 
cochlear implant may be a useful 
alternative.

Your ear has three areas: the 
outer, middle and inner ear. When 
you hear, sound waves pass 
through the outer ear and cause 
vibrations at the eardrum, which 
are transmitted through the three 
small bones of the middle ear to the 
fluid-filled inner ear. The inner ear is 
a snail-shaped structure called the 
cochlea.

Within the cochlea are thousands 

of tiny hair cells that help translate 
the sound vibrations into electrical 
signals that are sent to your brain 
through your auditory nerve. The 
vibrations of different sounds affect 
these tiny hair cells in different 
ways, causing different signals to be 
sent to your brain. That’s how you 
distinguish one sound from another.

In most people who develop hear-
ing loss, the hair cells in the cochlea 
are damaged or missing, usually as 
a result of aging or exposure to loud 
noise, or due to genetic reasons. 
That means the signals can’t be 
transmitted efficiently to the brain.

Hearing aids don’t replace or 
regenerate the hair cells that have 
been damaged, so they can’t com-
pletely restore normal hearing. They 
can improve your ability to hear by 
amplifying sound, helping you hear 
the sounds you’ve had trouble hear-
ing. But even when the sound level 
increases with a hearing aid, you 
still may notice some hearing loss.

Most hearing aids are digital and 
can be programmed individually to 
analyze and adjust sound based on 
your specific hearing loss, listening 
needs and the level of the sounds 
around you. Although hearing aids 
can be programmed to amplify cer-
tain sounds, they cannot eliminate 
all background noise.

Hearing aids vary significantly in 
price, size and features. Some fit 
completely inside your ear canal. 

Some are placed in the outer por-
tion of your ear. Others hook over 
the top of your ear and sit behind 
it. Your audiologist can review your 
options and help you choose which 
one might be best for your needs.

It can take time to adjust to a 
new hearing aid and decide if it’s 
right for you. That’s why you have a 
trial period for hearing aids. During 
the trial period, you work closely 
with your audiologist to determine 
what is best for your hearing health 
needs. If you have concerns, don’t 
hesitate to tell your audiologist. He 
or she may be able to adjust your 
hearing aid or offer a different type 
of hearing aid that suits you better.

If your hearing loss is severe and 
cannot be managed with hearing 
aids, a cochlear implant could be 
another treatment option if it’s medi-
cally appropriate for you. The device 
works by bypassing the hair cells in 
your inner ear that don’t work and 
giving the brain the ability to per-
ceive sound once again. A cochlear 
implant includes an external proces-
sor that fits behind your ear and an 
internal receiver implanted under 
the skin behind your ear.

For most people with mild to 
moderate hearing loss, though, 
hearing aids can offer significant 
improvement in hearing. Working 
with your audiologist, it’s likely you 
will be able to find a hearing aid that 
fits your needs.

This is how we hear
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Ways to reduce your sodium intake
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Kay Alberg, a Mayo Clinic Health System registered dietitian, shares her 
perspective on the dangers of a high-sodium diet as well as her recommen-
dations for lessening daily intake.

When I look at my daughters, I am struck by their resemblance to other 
family members but not to each other. One daughter has hazel eyes. Another 
has blue. And the youngest has green eyes. While my daughters do not look 
like each other, they share a family health history loaded with high blood 
pressure, high cholesterol, diabetes, heart disease and stroke. They cannot 
change their family history, but they can focus on the importance of a healthy 
diet and lifestyle.

As a mother and dietitian, reducing sodium in our family’s diet has been 
a priority. Sodium intake is associated with increased risk of high blood 
pressure, heart attack and stroke. The average American eats more than 
3,400 milligrams of sodium daily. In contrast, the American Heart Associa-
tion recommends limiting daily sodium intake to less than 1,500 milligrams. 
The 2015-2020 Dietary Guidelines for Americans recommends limiting daily 
sodium intake to less than 2,300 milligrams. Just one teaspoon of table salt 
(a combination of sodium and chloride) contains approximately 2,300 mil-
ligrams of sodium.

Most sodium in the American diet comes from processed foods, pre-
packaged foods and restaurant food. The rest comes from adding sodium 
in cooking or in seasoning at the table. Sodium is a mineral that naturally 
occurs in foods. However, a celery stalk might contain 30 to 50 milligrams 
of sodium — much lower than a serving of canned soup exceeding 1,000 
milligrams of sodium.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is working with food companies 
and restaurants to decrease the amount of sodium in our diet. If you are 
ready to make changes in your diet to reduce your sodium intake, here are 
some tips to get you started:

— Limit the salt added in cooking.
— Take the salt shaker off the table, or at least taste your food before 

adding salt.
— Check your seasonings for sodium/salt. Flavored peppers, such as 

garlic pepper, often contain salt. Look for pepper without salt. Use garlic 
powder; onion powder; celery powder; or fresh garlic, onion and celery in 
place of garlic, onion and celery salts. Be aware that MSG is a common 
flavor enhancer that also contains sodium.

— Experiment with herbs and spices for flavor as your taste buds adjust. 
Don’t forget to try citrus, vinegars or hot sauce.

— Try a homemade or purchased salt-free herb/spice blend.
— Explore seasonings and recipes featuring flavors from other countries.
— Be aware that condiments, such as ketchup, barbecue sauce, chili 

sauce, soy sauce, teriyaki sauce, dips and dressings, are usually high in 
sodium/salt. Use these additives sparingly.

— Limit portions of pickles, relish and olives.
— Limit use of prepackaged and processed foods. Convenience foods, 

such as an instant cereal packet, often contain salt. Make your own cooked 
cereal from scratch, and you can omit or decrease salt.

— If you use convenience foods that come with a seasoning packet, con-
sider using your own low-salt seasoning, or use only a portion of the season-
ing packet provided. Look for items labeled “low-sodium” or “no salt added.” 
Aim for products with no more than 200 milligrams of sodium per serving.

— Look for vegetables that are fresh, frozen without sauces or canned 
without added salt. If using a canned vegetable with salt, you can drain and 
rinse before using. Limit portions of sauerkraut and pickled vegetables.

— Check your family recipes, and look for ways to decrease salt. Our 
family lasagna recipe, from the 1960s, is high in salt if the original recipe is 
followed. We now omit added salt, use fresh or no-salt-added tomatoes, and 
decrease the amount of cheese used. The lighter version allows the other 
flavors to shine.

— Check family holiday meals for salt. Consider adjusting recipes and 
menus.



Page 6  THE BULLETIN   January 17, 2017     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Sometimes we must accept God’s answer as ‘No’
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Cathedral’s  throne,  almost equal to 
that of the king.

And therein lay a problem.  Henry 
had only elevated Thomas because 
he needed a “yes man” to negate 
the problems he had been having 
with Theobald regarding  vast 
holdings of the church that Henry 
wanted for himself.

Over the span of several frantic 
years Thomas became the holiest 
of holy archbishops, standing fast 
against the king on every front, all 
the while seeking God’s guidance 
and serving as a devout and loyal 
shepherd to his vast English flock.  

In other words, his new-found 
spirituality and commitment took the 
wheels off Henry’s scheme to give 
the king ultimate power over both 
church and state.

On Dec. 29, 1170, Thomas was 
slaughtered in his cathedral by 
a small band of Henry’s knights, 
believing they were carrying out the 
execution of a traitor on the order of 
their King, a command which Henry 
would deny having given.

There, my friends, is the briefest 
and worst rendition of Becket’s life 
you will ever see.  

For two excellent ones I sug-
gest “Thomas: a Novel of the Life, 
Passions and Miracles of Becket,” 
by Shelly Mydans, and “Murder in 
the Cathedral,” a verse play by T. S. 
Eliot. Both do credit to a man who 
has been a spiritual hero to count-
less millions (myself included) and 
has long been a saint in the Catholic 
and Anglican communions.

If you’re after a good read try 

either or both.
If you want to be a better crafter 

of good reads use Mydan’s novel 

as a textbook example of wonderful 
imagery and description and Eliot’s 
play as the quintessence of perfect 
dialogue.

And if you’re in need of a spiritual 
hero, the twelfth century martyr 
who girded himself with pure faith 
to stand against an obstinate and 
greedy king might just fill the bill.

                  ~~~
Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 

accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Weiter’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Thomas Becket

Thomas Becket went from flunky, archbishop, hero, saint 

For his tireless promotion of Texas 
agriculture and Texas Farm Bureau 
(TFB), Brazoria County farmer Curt 
Mowery III was honored with TFB’s 
prestigious Pioneer award at the 
organization’s annual meeting in 
San Antonio today.

“Curt is an outstanding advocate 
for Texas agriculture,” TFB President 
Russell Boening said. “Just like the 
pioneers who settled the Lone Star 
State and helped shape what it is 
today, Curt’s devotion and work have 
helped lay the groundwork for TFB 

to ensure it continues to be a voice 
of Texas agriculture now and in the 
decades to come.” 

For more than 36 years, Mowery 
has been a member of Brazoria-
Galveston County Farm Bureau. 
He’s served as the organization’s 
president, vice president and as 
chair of several committees.

In 1993, Mowery was elected 
to the TFB state board of direc-
tors, where he served three terms. 
During his time on the board, he was 
selected to travel to Cuba with TFB 
leaders where he met Fidel Castro 
and promoted trade restoration.

He also represented Texas by 

serving on the American Farm 
Bureau Federation’s task force, 
“Making American Agriculture Pro-
ductive and Profitable.”

Over the years, Mowery has 
promoted Texas agriculture and 
engaged the public’s interest by vol-
unteering at local Ag Days, building 
relationships with elected officials 
and participating in print and televi-
sion interviews.

He’s also hosted on-farm events 
for nutritionists and others who 
wanted to learn more about agri-
culture and how food gets from the 
farm to the plate.

“Curt continues to give of his time 

and considerable talents to help 
others understand why farmers 
do certain things,” Boening said. 
“It’s not always an easy task, but 
Curt rises to the challenge. We’re 
immensely grateful for his service.”

Mowery has also represented TFB 
on the Brazos Basin Environmental 
Committee.

TFB’s Pioneer Award honors one 
outstanding Texas farmer or rancher 
in each of the organization’s 13 dis-
tricts, as well as one staff member. 
Winners are chosen annually by 
a panel of their peers for their excep-
tional contributions to agriculture and 
Texas Farm Bureau.

Rosharon farmer Curt Boening recognized by Texas Farm Bureau as ‘outstanding advocate’

Q: For years I’ve begged and begged God to do something 
for me, but He never has. Maybe He’s just tired of having me 
pester Him. Should I just quit trying, or what? - Mrs. Y.L.

  A: Sometimes God calls us to continue praying for something almost 
indefinitely, and we need to be sensitive to that calling. From time to time, 
for example, I get letters from wives or husbands who’ve prayed for their 
spouse for many years, and eventually have seen them come to Christ.

  But sometimes God answers our prayer with a definite “No,” and when 
that’s the case, we shouldn’t keep begging Him or demanding He give us a 
“Yes.” Remember: 

God loves us and knows far better than we do what’s best for us. I can 
recall times in my own life when God said “No” to something I prayed for, 
and to be honest, I sometimes found this hard to accept. Later, though,  I 
realized God’s way was far better than mine, and I was thankful He had 
said “No.”

  How can you know if God has said “No” to your prayer? Begin by 
asking yourself why you’ve prayed this prayer. Are you honestly seeking 
God’s will in this situation. or are you only concerned about yourself and 
what will please you? God hasn’t promised to answer every prayer we 
make; He’s only promised to answer those that are in line with His will. The 
Bible says, “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 
ask anything according to his will, he hears us” (1 John 5:14).

  Prayer is one of our greatest privileges when we know Christ. Have 
you confessed your sins and given your life to Him? Put Christ first in your 
life, and then pray that His will may be done “on earth as it is in heaven” 
(Matthew 6:10).
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

fizzled out.
I also used to get emails from 

a Nigerian prince, saying that he 
has millions of dollars hidden in an 
account, and for a small payment, 
I can get a piece of it. This was the 
famous “419 Nigerian Prince scam.”

While there may be a little old 
lady who keeps money under her 
cat’s mattress who falls for this and 
loses a few thousand dollars, most 
of us equate this with someone 
trying to sell the Brooklyn Bridge.

Most of us, but not Mr. Nelson 
Sakaguchi, director of the Banco 

Noreste in Brazil, in charge of 
(you can’t make this up) overseas 
accounts.

In 1998, the spammers sent Mr. 
Sakaguchi an invitation from the 
Nigerian government to get in on a 
plan to build an airport.

Mr. Sakaguchi met with a man 
who introduced himself as the direc-
tor of the Bank of Nigeria. How did 
he fool a sharp-eyed real life bank 
director? He had a business card.

Mr. Sakaguchi wired them $4 
million dollars. I don’t know off-hand 
what the exchange rate is in Nige-
ria, but I’m pretty sure that’s enough 

money to buy the entire country.
The scammers weren’t content, 

and continued playing him.
Building an airport ain’t cheap, 

and Mr. Sakaguchi just kept trans-
ferring cash.

Luckily for him, both Lloyd’s Bank 
and Citigroup also had hired direc-
tors with only a dim understand-
ing of the word “money,” because 
somehow no one in the giant 
corporation saw anything suspicious 
about the millions of dollars being 
funneled through their accounts to 
Nigeria. 

When the other directors at Mr. 
Sakaguchi’s bank started noticing 
that the piles of money they used to 
have were noticeably reduced, they 
finally put a stop to it.

By that time Mr. Sakaguchi had 
sent $242 million to the scammers. 
Yes, the mother of all scams.

While we’re smarter than the 
average Mr. Sakaguchi, here 
are some ways to prevent being 
scammed.

• Don’t send money or give out 
personal information in response to 
unexpected requests.

• Check out the company contact-
ing you. Type its name into a search 
engine and add “review.”

• Don’t believe your caller ID. 
They can easily be manipulated 
these days. If someone asks for 
money or personal information, 
hang up.

• Don’t pay up front for things like 
debt relief, loans, a job, or mortgage 
relief.

• Hang up on robocalls.
• Be skeptical about free trial 

offers.
• Don’t deposit a check and 

wire money back. Uncovering fake 
checks can take weeks, and you are 
responsible to pay the amount back 
to the bank.

• Don’t deal with Mr. Alli or Mr. 
Kuku.

Internet scams can quickly clean out you bank account
(Continued from Page 1)

If you like reading 
The Bulletin each 
week, pick up an 
extra copy for a 
friend. Please let 
our advertisers 
know that you 
saw their ad.
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January, 21
February 4, 18

9am - 3pm

Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class, such 
as Stand-Up Defensive Driving, 
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certificate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for more infor-
mation and to make a resevation.

 Our classes are held in the first-
floor meeting room of Candlewood 
Suites, which is located at 506 E. 
Hwy. 332 in Lake Jackson.

The Gulf Coast and Latin American Scientists Organization 
(GCLASO) recently presented a $2,000 check to Brazosport College to 
be used toward chemical technology scholarships. Pictured are, from 
left, Shrikant Dhodapkar, former GCLASCO chairman; David Babb, 
GCLASCO Treasurer; Daulton Cook, scholarship recipient; Serena 
Andrews, Brazosport College Vice President of College Advancement; 
and Norman Byrne, R&D Director and Freeport Site Leader.

Association presents scholarship check2016: Slow gowth, nearly full employment 
Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Employers 
added 156,000 jobs in December 
— the 75th straight month of job 
creation and the longest stretch 
since record-keeping began in 1939, 
the Labor Department hassaid said.

The nation’s payrolls have grown 
by about 10.5 million since Obama 
took office eight years ago. That’s 
more than under President George 
W. Bush’s two terms, but a little less 
than half the job creation during 
President Clinton’s tenure.

The 4.7 percent December unem-
ployment rate, although up a notch 
from November, is about where 
it was before the financial crisis 
erupted in late 2007.

President-elect Donald Trump 
has pledged to boost the nation’s 

modest pace of economic growth 
with lower taxes, cuts in business 
regulations and incentives to spur 
infrastructure investments.

But as he enters the White 
House, Trump faces an economy 
that is already at or close to full 
employment.

Harry Holzer, a professor at 
Georgetown University and former 
Labor Department chief economist 
under Clinton, said Trump would be 
“inheriting a pretty good job market, 
a job market that’s almost com-
pletely recovered from the Great 
Recession.”

He said that Trump could lift job 
growth further — though temporarily 
— through fiscal stimulus, whether 
by tax cuts or infrastructure spend-
ing.
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The Texas General Land Office (GLO) is partnering with Brazoria County 
officials, the Brazoria County Fire Fighters Association (BCFFA) and Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD) to offer local coastal Texans the oppor-
tunity to remove inoperable and derelict vessels through the Vessel Turn-In 
Program (VTIP) free of charge.

 Designed to provide owners with a voluntary method of disposal, inter-
ested boat owners are encouraged to participate if the vessel is less than 
26 feet long, with longer boats being accepted on a case by case basis. The 
vessel must be delivered to one of two drop off points Jan. 30 through Feb. 
2, from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“Abandoned and derelict vessels have long plagued the Texas coast, 
threatening public safety, navigation and our environment,” said Land Com-
missioner George P. Bush. “Removing abandoned or sunken vessels can 
be hazardous and expensive for the State of Texas. The Vessel Turn-In 
Program provides local boat owners a voluntary method to dispose of their 
run-down vessels in a safe, environmentally-conscious manner and saves 
tax dollars on a net basis.”

Drop-off locations:
Brazoria County Precinct 2; Commissioner Ryan Cade; 21017 CR 171, 

Angleton, Texas 77515; (979) 864-1548
Brazoria County Precinct 3; Commissioner Stacy Adams; 2508 North 

Gordon Street, Alvin, Texas 77511; (281) 331-3197
The Texas GLO and TPWD will verify the vessel (boat) qualifies for 

disposal. 
BCFFA will sponsor the removal of all hazardous materials (fuel, oil, and 

batteries), while Brazoria County will transport vessel to landfill for disposal. 
Boat must be clear of waste and debris. Potential participants may contact 
the GLO with questions at (281) 470-6597 or the Brazoria County Precincts 
2 & 3 at the numbers listed above.

Thus far the GLO has conducted five VTIP collections in Galveston, Bra-
zoria and Matagorda counties, resulting in the processing of 177 vessels for 
disposal and a savings of more than $600,200.

Turn in junk vessels starting Jan. 30

ACC to host big band concert
Jazz and swing dance enthusiasts take to the dance floor during the 

Alvin Community College Big Band Concert on Feb. 4.
The 18th Annual  Evening of Big Band Music with the Alvin Community 

Band will start at 7 p.m., and last dance will be 10 p.m. at the Nolan Ryan 
Center.

There will also be a silent auction at the concert.
The Big Swing Jazz Orchestra will perform for the concert.
Funds raised at the event will go directly to the Music Department and 

alumni scholarships.
Tickets are $15 and will include admission to the dance and light 

refreshments throughout the evening. Tickets are available at the Music 
Department, the Administrative office and at the ACC Marketplace online 
at www.alvincollege.edu. They also will be sold at the door.

The dance will be at the Nolan Ryan Center and will run from 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. For more information about the 
event, call (281) 756-3600.

January is Junior Achievement Alumni Month; Group is looking for volunteers, board members
During the month, Junior Achieve-

ment of Brazoria County (JA) is 
getting the word out to its alumni in 
the Brazoria County area that the 
youth education non-profit seeks to 
re-engage with its former students.

Junior Achievement’s alumni par-
ticipated in JA programs during their 

elementary, middle school, or high 
school years. Many JA Alumni par-
ticipated in JA Company Program®, 
an entrepreneurship experience for 
high schoolers in which students 
start up and run their own business.

A survey of 700 JA Alumni was 
conducted by Junior Achievement 

USA (JA) in the spring of 2016.
The intent of this research was 

to better understand the impact JA 
has had on the lives of the more 
than 100 million people who have 
gone through Junior Achievement 
programs since the organization’s 
founding in 1919. 

Among the findings, 62 percent 
of JA Alumni are currently work-
ing in positions that are “manager 
status or above,” 90 percent of JA 
Alumni claim to be confident in their 
ability to manage money. 

This is especially true when it 
comes to managing student loans. 
And, 75 percent of JA Alumni have 
a favorable view toward entrepre-
neurship, and JA Alumni make 
nearly 20 percent more than the 

general population in regards to 
income.

During JA Alumni Month, JA of 
Brazoria County will host trainings 
for JA Alumni to get back involved 
with the organization and give back 
to the youth of the county.  

Classroom volunteer opportuni-
ties are available as well as special 
event committees and Board posi-
tion availability.

“The skills & lessons taught by JA 
are truly life skills. There isn’t nec-
essarily a test at the end of each 
unit that must be passed, but life 
provides the tests on an ongoing 
basis,” said JA volunteer, Michelle 
Azbell.     

Kim Effenberger, president of 
Junior Achievement of Brazoria 

County, added: “We invite anyone 
who had a JA program during his or 
her school years to contact us.”

Approaching its 100th anniver-
sary, Junior Achievement empowers 
young people to own their eco-
nomic success through volunteer-
delivered programs focusing on 
entrepreneurship, financial literacy, 
and work-readiness. 

More than 100 million students 
have participated in JA programs 
since the organization’s inception 
in 1919. 

Notable JA Alumni include Dallas 
Mavericks owner Mark Cuban, 
comedian Amy Sedaris, former U.S. 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Donna Shalala, and AOL 
founder Steve Case.



Page 10  THE BULLETIN  January 17, 2017    (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Why did these seemingly healthy red-winged blackbirds fall out of the sky by the hundreds?
By Jacqueline L. Urgo
The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

SHILOH, N.J. — Weather-wise, it 
had been a fairly typical November 
day, two days before Thanksgiving, 
in the western Cumberland County 
agricultural community of Stow 
Creek Township — mostly sunny, 
with a bit of a nip in the air.

Then, all of a sudden, it was rain-
ing dead birds.

And by the time the brief “shower” 
was over, as many as 200 red-
winged blackbirds littered the 
ground in a small housing develop-
ment off Frank Davis Road sur-
rounded by vast farm fields.

“They just fell from the sky,” said 
Larry Hajna, a spokesman for the 
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection.

It was the second time in less 

than three weeks that a die-off 
of blackbirds had occurred in the 
same rural neighborhood; the first 
time, a couple of dozen dead birds 
were found. A similar incident had 
happened in a North Jersey farming 
area earlier in the year, Hajna said.

After county agricultural agents 
had been notified by homeown-
ers, the DEP’s Division of Fish and 
Wildlife arrived in Stow Creek and 

removed the birds, collecting some 
of them to be sent to a state lab for 
necropsy, toxicology, and histopa-
thology tests.

But the results of all the tests 
were inconclusive, Hajna said last 
week.

“We did ascertain that the birds 
suffered trauma and internal bleed-
ing from hitting the ground,” Hajna 
said. “But what made them fall from 
the sky in the first place … we can’t 
say for certain.”

Even wheat seed from a nearby 
farmer’s field was collected and 
tested for chemical compounds 
by the University of Pennsylvania. 
The farmer told the DEP’s Bureau 
of Pesticides that the seed had 
been treated with the fungicides 
difenoconazole, mefenoxam and 
sedaxane, and the insecticide 
imidacloprid. 

None of those compounds is 
considered harmful to birds and 
none of the chemicals was found to 
be among those that are some-
times used by farmers to control 
“nuisance” species like blackbirds, 
Hajna said.

And while animals falling from 
the sky is not a usual occurrence, 
it does happen across the globe: 
Besides birds, fish and frogs seem 
to be the most common.

In 1998, about 10,000 birds, all 
Lapland longspurs, rained down 
and died on fields in Minnesota and 
Iowa after they became disoriented 
in a snowstorm. 

Fish can sometimes get caught 
up in whirlwinds and in meteorologi-
cal waterspouts and can be carried 
great distances, such as in 2010, 
when some striped bass ended up 
in a Massachusetts backyard about 
20 miles from the seacoast.

While it is not illegal in New 
Jersey for farmers to attempt to pro-
tect their crops and control popula-
tions of such species as blackbirds, 
crows, grackles and magpies, 
agriculturists must follow certain 
protocols in using such chemical 
compounds so that the usage does 
not damage crops, contaminate 
feed for livestock, create ground-
water hazards, or in any way effect 
endangered and threatened species 
of animals and plants.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Seems these devices are still 
easily confused. Yet, for some 
people the lonely days of waiting to 
hear, “You’ve got mail,” have been 
replaced by the semblance of con-
versation with an entity that knows 
how many miles it is to the nearest 
pizza place, can convert dollars to 
Yen, and has a Silicon Valley sense 
of humor.

“Hey, Google. Tell me a joke.”
“Who designed King Arthur’s 

Round Table? Sir Cumference.”
Back in the ‘80s, our family had a 

Chrysler station wagon with limited 
vocabulary and laughably halting 
pronunciation. We’d jump in, and 
the car would declare: “A...door..
.is...a...jar.” That made us laugh, 
and it prompted my sister to quip, “I 
always thought a door was a fork.”

Nowadays I can barely make it 
out of the driveway without audio 
cues from GPS. My alarm clock 
volunteers the temperature, and the 
moving sidewalk warns when it’s 
coming to an end.

What’s next? Bob, the talking 
toothbrush (“Don’t forget to scrub 
your tongue”). Hank, the grouchy 
lawnmower (“Gotta do something 
about that crabgrass”). Marge, the 
nagging refrigerator (“Save some 
of that apple pie for tomorrow, big 
guy”).

I think Google might have erred 
by not giving its gadget a name. 
Product reinforcement is one thing, 
but it becomes a real pain after 
you’ve said “Hey, Google” or “OK, 
Google” several dozen times.

We humans assign anthropomor-
phisms to many things in our lives-
from pets to potted plants. Heck, the 
first thing Tom Hanks did when he 
was stuck on an island was name 
his soccer ball Wilson.

As for conversing with inanimate 
objects, we’ve come a long way. In 
1949, when my dad, Allen Funt, hid 
a speaker in a mailbox in Manhattan 
so it could “talk” to passersby, folks 
were aghast. Even after settling in 
to conversation, not a single person 
asked the mailbox for the high tem-
perature in Philadelphia, or to play a 
tune by Perry Como.

Nowadays young people 
think nothing of chatting with the 
machines in their lives. I sus-
pect, however, that many of them 
wouldn’t know what to make of a 
mailbox.

                    ~~~
Peter Funt can be reached at 

www.CandidCamera.com. Peter 
Funt is a writer and speaker. His 
book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is 
available at Amazon.com and 
CandidCamera.com.©2017 Peter 
Funt. 

Hey Google! I talk to inanimate object
(Continued from page 1)

       WANTED/DRIVERS
Owner Operators Needed! 

Freeport, TX Based In Plant 
Chemical Shuttle Drivers. Must 
have Truck.

TWIC, Haz and Tank Endorse-
ments Required. 2yrs Verifiable 
Tractor Trailer Experience. No 
more than 4 jobs in last 3 years. 
No Criminal History. Home Every 
Night, Required On-Call Rotation. 
Call Bob at 877-346-9889 or text 
email address to 704-604-4349 
to receive information and link 
to apply.

Yeah, but did he like the 
way his eggs were cooked?

Talk about landing a sleeper on 
letter-of-intent day.

“Slept in a boy’s bed the night 
before signing day while other 
coaches were out in the front yard 
waiting for 7 o’clock,” ex-Florida 
State football coach Bobby 
Bowden, 87, told ESPN’s Mike & 
Mike Show. “Slept in his bed that 
night, got up and ate breakfast. 
His momma cooked me breakfast. 
I knew I had him.

“That was back when you 
could do that. You can’t do that 
anymore.”
Pounding the football

Dontari Poe, the Chiefs’ 346-
pound defensive tackle, made 
NFL history Christmas night when 
he became the heaviest player 
to throw a TD pass, a 2-yarder 
against the Broncos.

For those of you scoring at 
home, that was good for a 118.75 
passer rating and a 5.7 on the 
Richter scale.
Running into a wall

A man in Germany made a 
shocking discovery when he 
opened his front door: Someone 
had built a brick wall in his door-
way overnight.

Coincidence? Rams RB Todd 
Gurley had the same recurring 
dream all season.
One for the aged

Frenchman Robert Marchand 
set a world record for 105-year-
olds by riding a bike 14 miles in 
one hour.

And set another age-group 
mark for consecutive miles with a 
turn signal blinking.
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People with great credit scores do this
By Nell Casey
GOBankingRates.com (TNS)

The best way to get better with your money and improve your credit 
score is to follow the financial habits of successful people. Here are seven 
habits that can help you get a good credit score.

THEY REGULARLY CHECK THEIR CREDIT REPORT
To improve your credit score, you first need to know what it is. Your 

score will fall between 300 and 850. The higher it is, the more likely you’ll 
qualify for perks like competitive loan rates and credit cards.

Additionally, you’ll want to review your credit report at least once a year 
using services like AnnualCreditReport.com. Your credit report will show 
you credit and loan providers you work with, the amount you owe and your 
payment history.

To dispute an error on your credit report, the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau recommends writing a letter to the credit reporting 
company and identifying each mistake on your report.

THEY HAVE A SYSTEM IN PLACE TO PAY BILLS ON TIME
Credit providers determine your credit score based on several factors, 

like the length of your credit history and the type of credit you have. Argu-
ably, the most important factor in your credit score is your payment history, 
which accounts for 35 percent of your FICO score.

If you’re constantly forgetting to pay bills on time, develop a system 
to help you stay on top of payment due dates. Set up automatic bill pay, 
vow to pay each bill as soon as they hit your mailbox or designate specific 
times of the month you sit down and handle your finances. You can even 
set reminders on your phone for when your monthly and annual payments 
are due. Find a strategy that works for you so you can raise your credit 
score in 2017.

THEY MAINTAIN A BUDGET AND TRACK EXPENSES
Sixty percent of U.S. adults don’t maintain a budget or track spend-

ing, according to the 2016 Consumer Financial Literary Survey from 
the National Foundation for Credit Counseling. But knowing where your 
money is going each month can boost your credit score. Why? Because 
if you’re monitoring your budget and spending, you’re less likely to miss a 
payment or find yourself short when a bill comes in.

Turn to personal finance software like Mint and LearnVest. These tools 
put all your financial accounts in one place so you can more easily track 
your money. You can also find free financial spreadsheets online or keep a 
notepad handy to write down purchases.

Having your budget and finances in one place allows you to more easily 
create strategies to pay down debt and save for future purchases or retire-
ment. You can calculate how long repayment will take and see how you 
can allocate more resources to savings or high-interest debts.

THEY MINIMIZE USE OF AVAILABLE CREDIT
If you have a credit card with a high limit on it, don’t rack up purchases 

on it just yet. Although you should have active credit accounts in your 
credit report, don’t get caught with high balances. Credit bureaus look at 
what’s called your credit utilization ratio _ the ratio of your credit card bal-
ance to credit limit _ to determine how responsible you are with money.

A credit utilization ratio of 30 percent or less tells credit bureaus you’re 
spending within your means. So, if you have credit cards with a combined 
total limit of $10,000, avoid charging more than $3,000 at any given time. 
If your credit utilization ratio is over 30 percent, prioritize paying down your 
credit card debts to increase your amount of available credit.
THEY THINK TWICE BEFORE APPLYING FOR NEW CREDIT
You might consider signing up for a new store credit card to take advan-

tage of a discount or special offer. After all, you can cancel the card later. 
But, if you open multiple credit accounts in a short period of time, your 
score can take a hit. That’s because credit bureaus are wary of consum-
ers who suddenly have too much new credit in their name.

By Lauren Zumbach
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

An overwhelming majority of 
Americans made at least one trip 
to the mall this holiday season, but 
that doesn’t mean they were all 
shopping.

Of the 70 percent of U.S. adults 
who went to a mall or shopping 
center during the holidays, slightly 
more than a quarter of them 
skipped the stores, according to a 
survey by the International Council 
of Shopping Centers.

Nearly half of people who went 
to a mall said they went to a res-
taurant and 26 percent said they 
went to a movie, the council said 

in a news release.
Online shopping can be more 

convenient than trekking to the 
mall, and traditional department-
store anchors aren’t the draw they 
once were. 

Many malls have been adding 
entertainment options to keep 
people coming back, from upscale 
bowling alleys and movie theaters 
to high-tech takes on the tradi-
tional Christmas photo with Santa, 
such as a virtual North Pole sleigh 
ride.

Millennials spent the largest 
share of their total shopping-center 
holiday spending on experiences, 
about 25 percent, compared with 

about 20 percent for consumers 
overall, the council said.

But consumers also spent more 
on gifts. Shoppers this year spent 
an average of $711 on gifts and 
other holiday items such as deco-
rations, up about 16 percent over 
last year, according to the survey. 

It was also about 4 percent 
more than they said they planned 
to spend in a survey conducted 
earlier this season.

“Consumer confidence con-
tinued to improve into Decem-
ber, and we saw this optimism 
reflected in the holiday spend-
ing numbers,” Tom McGee, the 
council’s president and CEO, said. 

Survey finds that holiday spending was up at malls

US automakers sell record 17.55M vehicles in 2016
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

DETROIT — For the second 
straight year, automakers sold a 
record number of new cars and 
trucks in the U.S., capping off a 
seven-year run of consecutive 
industry sales gains. However, con-
cerns about incentives and bloated 
car inventory are growing.

With a strong final month of the 
year, buttressed by big sales and 
marketing campaigns, automakers 
sold 17.55 million cars and trucks, 
a 0.4 percent increase over the 
17.47 million vehicles sold in 2015, 
according to industry tracking firm 
Autodata.

In December, U.S. auto sales 
increased 3 percent compared with 
the same month a year ago.

“A lot of the momentum came 
late in the month, with incentives 

increasing for a number of manufac-
turers,” said Alec Gutierrez, senior 
market analyst for Kelley Blue Book.

The industry’s sales gains in 2015 
and over the past year have been 
fueled by low interest rates, low gas 
prices, rising incentives, a willing-
ness by banks to provide longer-
term loans and pent-up demand 
from the Great Recession.

The biggest winners: Automakers 
that have launched new cross-
overs and SUVs as consumers 
have shifted buying preferences to 
vehicles such as the Buick Encore, 
Buick Envision, Ford Escape, Jeep 
Cherokee, Honda CR-V and Toyota 
RAV4.

It all adds up to a great industry 
environment for consumers, who 
are able to get good deals on many 
vehicles, as well as most manufac-

turers, Gutierrez said.
“Overall, it was a very, very strong 

year for the industry. There are a 
lot of positives there,” he said. “But 
inventory was outpacing demand at 
the end of the year, causing higher 
incentives.”

In 2016, sales increased 0.1 
percent for Ford, were flat for Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles and fell 1.3 
percent for GM. Among Asian 
automakers, sales increased 5.4 
percent for Nissan and 3.2 percent 
for Honda but fell 2.0 percent for 
Toyota.

But in 2017, the industry’s soaring 
sales increases are likely to come 
to an end. Most industry executives 
and analysts say that rising interest 
rates and gas prices, combined 
with an end to pent-up demand, will 
cause industry sales to drop slightly.

Motorists may get some sticker 
shock in 2017 and will shell out 
$52 billion more over the course 
of the year compared to 2016 as 
the national yearly average rises 
to $2.49 per gallon, according 
to GasBuddy’s 2017 Fuel Price 
Outlook.

Aside from gasoline prices that 
are forecast to be higher than 
2016, highlights include:

• $355 billion will be spent on 
gasoline in the U.S. over the 
course of the year, $52 billion 
more than last year.

• $3 a gallon gasoline will be 
seen in at least the nation’s larg-
est cities: Los Angeles, New York, 
Chicago, Washington, D.C. and 
Seattle.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SKULK  LUNGE  MEASLY  CACTUS
Answer: What the pianist sought when he studied the music -- THE “KEY” TO SUCCESS

ARIES (March 21-April 19): A neat desk indicates 
a disciplined mind, but some clutter might prove you 
are busy. Your work will benefit from orderliness and 
organization. Focus on establishing routines in the 
week to come.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Consider your words 
carefully in the week to come. Routine conversa-
tions may be taken the wrong way and drive a wedge 
between you and others. Put off crucial agreements, 
and meetings.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Flowers don’t bloom 
unless a little rain falls. The few frustrations you 
experience in the week ahead will be worth the result. 
Forge forward fearlessly but don’t spend money too 
freely.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Steer clear of mean 
memes and disruptive debates. You may easily meet 
up with people suffering from chip-on-shoulder syn-
drome in the week ahead. You may be challenged to 
exert your authority.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Remain alert to nuances. 
Even in the midst of difficulties you may derive valu-
able insights in the upcoming week. Even when jobs 
seem overwhelming you will learn something new.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): It is best to be sincere 
and to the point this week. Focus on making the best 
of uncertain situations without getting flustered. If 

work was always fun, you would pay to do it and not the 
reverse.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You may feel like a social 
diva that amuses others in the week to come but it is 
possible that not everyone is impressed by your antics. 
People are easily provoked but may hide their animosity.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Brains and brawn create 
an unbeatable combination. Your financial ambitions can 
be realized in the week ahead if you persevere. You can 
easily cope with heavy obligations.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): To get where 
you want to go you must do what you like the least. No 
one ever said that achieving your ambitions would be 
fun. Focus on putting forth your best efforts in the week 
ahead.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Quickly shifting 
conditions might shift your focus this week. Wait for better 
timing to enter into important agreements or make major 
investments. Family members may act unpredictably.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Snap decisions could 
be necessary this week, just don’t snap at those around 
you. Use tough-minded business tactics to fix problems. 
Don’t procrastinate about making a sincere apology.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Hide and seek. You may 
veil your innermost thoughts with some people, but your 
sensitivity may emerge under the right circumstances. 
Avoid making drastic financial decisions this week.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Jan.16: ON THIS DATE in 
1920, Prohibition of most alcoholic 
beverages began in the United 
States under the 18th Amendment 
to the Constitution. It was repealed 
in 1933 by states’ ratification of the 
21st Amendment. In 1991, Opera-
tion Desert Storm began to drive 
invading Iraqi forces out of Kuwait.

Jan. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1893, Hawaii’s Queen Liliuoka-
lani was forced to abdicate under 
pressure from American officials, 
businessmen and sugar planters. In 
1956, Ford Motor Co. began selling 
stock to the public, ending total 
family control of the company.

Jan. 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1644, astonished Pilgrims in Boston 

reported the first UFO sighting in 
what is now the United States. In 
1943, by government order, Ameri-
can bakeries stopped selling sliced 
bread to save steel from cutting 
machinery for the war effort.

Jan. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1966, Indira Gandhi became prime 
minister of India, following in the 
footsteps of her father, Jawahar-
lal Nehru, the nation’s first prime 
minister. In 1976, the Beatles turned 
down a $30 million offer to hold a 
reunion concert.

Jan. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1958, Elvis Presley got his draft 
notice to join the Army. He was 
given 60 days to finish making the 
movie “King Creole” before report-

ing for duty. In 1981, 52 American 
hostages in Iran were released after 
444 days of captivity immediately 
upon the inauguration of Ronald 
Reagan as president.

Jan. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1793, King Louis XVI of France 
was executed on the guillotine by 
revolutionaries. In 1977, on his first 
full day in office, President Carter 
pardoned nearly all Vietnam War-
era draft dodgers.

Jan. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1944, U.S. troops established a 
beachhead at Anzio after landing 
on the Italian coast during World 
War II. In 1973, in its Roe vs. Wade 
decision, the U.S. Supreme Court 
legalized most abortions.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1778, 
Capt. James Cook discovered the 
Sandwich Islands, which are now 
known as the Hawaiian Islands.

This week’s question: In 
1862, who was the Union com-
manding general who defied 
President Lincoln’s order to mount a 
more aggressive offense in the Civil 
War?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• Photoshop was invented to create the liquid metal effects in “Terminator 

2: Judgment Day.”
• During the Cold War, CIA agents used a method of communication 

based on how their shoelaces were tied.
• Queen Elizabeth II has been the head of state of a total of 32 indepen-

dent countries at various times during her reign.
• Studies show spending hours rereading notes to prepare for a test is 

ineffective—flash cards, however, are excellent memory reinforcement.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• People who cross their arms when they listen retain 38% less than 
people who keep their arms at their sides and have an “open” body posture.

• No one in the world has gotten the maximum number of points possible 
in a game of Donkey Kong.

• The author of Jaws dedicated the last decade of his career to the preser-
vation of sharks to make up for the misinformation his book spread.

• In Germany, the swastikas had to be removed from the posters for 
“Inglourious Basterds” because portraying Nazi symbols is banned there.

• The Pumpkin Spice flavor can be composed of more than 300 elements, 
depending on where you get it from—but pumpkin isn’t one of them.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Drain problem
5 GI sought by MPs
9 Jewish authority figure
14 Fallon’s predecessor
15 “Get a __!”
16 Estate measures
17 Like single-malt scotch
18 Superfluous individual
20 Food from heaven
22 Long-necked bird

23 Ivy League school
24 Compilation of wacky outtakes
28 Pioneer Carson
29 PC key near Z
30 Eastern path
31 Police warnings
33 Some deli breads
35 Part on the stage
38 Stable female
39 Summer blouse
42 Steer clear of

44 iPhone voice-activated app
45 Hunk of bacon
49 Like many warm sweaters
51 Snaky fish
53 Miner’s discovery
54 Little terror
55 Olympian’s achievement
59 Have to have
61 Flight connection word
62 Capital of Senegal
63 Ride around ... or what the ends 
of 18-, 24-, 39- and 55-Across can 
do
67 Single
68 Occupied
69 Currency symbolized by Û
70 Coffee holders
71 Fax forerunner
72 Zipped
73 Editor’s “Leave it in”

DOWN
1 Seaside eatery
2 Within the law
3 Without variation, musically
4 “Please tell me that’s not true”
5 Sitcom E.T.
6 PlayStation 3 rival
7 Put on the market
8 “I’ll handle this”
9 Word before data or deal
10 In need of aspirin
11 Crashing wave
12 Direct route
13 Lands in the sea
19 Shades
21 Abbr. in many an urban address
25 __ of Sandwich
26 Tree anchors
27 Airport waiter
32 Performs hip-hop music
34 Synagogue
36 Polynesian wreath
37 Blundered
40 From square one
41 Concert ticket info
42 “__ to Watch Over Me”
43 Optimistic
46 “Watch it!”
47 Orchestrate
48 Recuperation advice
49 Proceed without preparation
50 Smoked salmon
52 Showed the way
56 Hemingway’s “The Sun Also __”
57 Really enjoy, as praise
58 Allays the fears of
60 Prescription amount
64 Bills coach Ryan
65 Wrath
66 Buddy of Wynken and Blynken
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
IOWA  OHIO  UTAH  IDAHO  OREGON  FLORIDA  MONTANA  GEORGIA
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