
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

The draft is back…not in reality 
but in the news.

As the Iran crisis escalated, 
young men were so anxious about 
the draft they crashed the website 
for the Selective Service System, 
the agency that maintains a data-
base of Americans eligible for a 
potential draft. 

Making matters worse, fraudu-
lent text messages of unknown 
origin circulated ordering recipients 
to report for “immediate departure 
to Iran.”  The draft has not been in 
effect since 1973.

I received a draft notice in 1970. 
It wasn’t fake. 

The events surrounding my 
being drafted illustrate that no 
amount of planning can guarantee 
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By John Toth
The Bulletin

Someone asked me recently how 
my “free cats” are doing.

He was inquiring about a couple 
of kittens I found under my car at 
our hideaway last summer. They 
were getting too old to nurse but still 
too young to be on their own, and 
their mom wouldn’t go near them 
with us around.

We took them in and bottle-fed 
them until they could eat pate-style 
canned kitten food on their own. We 
originally planned to foster them and 
then find the brother and sister a 
nice home.

Instead, we decided to keep 
them. 

“They’re not free anymore,” I 
answered. “We have taken them to 
the vet.”

Four and a half months later, I’m 
happy to report that the kittens are 
part of our family and are doing 

Ramblings

Simba and Nala at 5 weeks.

Did you know that in our commu-
nity, our city, and our county, children 
are being hurt and abused in many 
different ways? 

Children that are suffering in 
silence and feeling like they have no 
one to turn to for help. In 2018 we 
saw, in Brazoria County alone, over 
600 confirmed victims of serious 
physical and sexual abuse. Your 
help is needed to make a difference 
in the lives of our youngest citizens.

Brazoria County Alliance for Chil-
dren, Inc. invites you to support its 
annual fundraising event. The 2020 
Blue Jean Ball “Legends Night” is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
20, at Courtyard by Marriot (159 SH 
288, Lake Jackson, Texas 77566)

With the ever-growing number of 
abused children in Brazoria County, 

Don Larsen’s World Series perfect game remains undervalued
By Joe Guzzardi
Special to The Bulletin

Every baseball fan of a certain 
age knows that in 1956 the New 
York Yankees’ Don Larsen threw 
a perfect World Series fifth game 
against the Brooklyn Dodgers. But 
even though Larsen’s recent pass-
ing has once again drawn attention 
to his long-ago gem, his unique 
achievement is still under-appreci-
ated.

Thirty four years had passed 
since the Chicago White Sox’s 

Charlie Robertson set down 27 
Detroit Tigers in a row at old Nevin 
Field. And before Robinson, the 
Cleveland Naps’ Addie Joss threw 
the last perfect game in 1908 - 78 
pitches, game time, 1:32.

Since Larsen, perfect games have 
become, by comparison, common. 
Seventeen have been tossed, but 
none in World Series play. Perfect 
games were so rare that Larsen 
after the game confessed to his 
battery mate Yogi Berra that he was 

Don Larson

FUN SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Senior Focus

By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

The New Year is bringing new 
adventures for area seniors with 
trips to interesting places or events 
in Texas that offer cultural, historical 
and entertainment opportunities. 

Angleton Recreation 
Center has five Silver Hearts 
senior trips planned between now 
and the end of February.

Reservations and payment need 
to be made in advance. There are 
limited spaces, usually up to 20, 
but seniors can add their name to a 
waiting list in case additional trans-
portation can be arranged to accom-
modate extra travelers, according 
to Pat Aschebeck, Angleton’s senior 
coordinator.

An overnight group trip to historic 
Nacogdoches, one of the 

oldest towns in Texas, is slated for 
Thursday, Jan. 23, through Friday, 
Jan. 24. Some of the sites to be 
visited will be the Old Stone Fort, 
the Durst-Taylor Historic House and 
the Nacogdoches Railroad Depot. 
Travelers will leave Thursday morn-
ing for East Texas and return Friday 
evening. Trip and lodging expenses 
for a shared room should be about 
$75 per person for residents and 
$90 for non-residents. Private 
rooms and meals are extra. Please 
RSVP ASAP for this trip to East 
Texas.

Next is a trip to Wharton to see a 
stage production of “Driving Miss 
Daisy.” The featured character 
is a 72-year-old widow whose son 
is dismayed by his mother’s car 
accidents, so he hires an unem-

Colorful San 
Bernard River
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By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin 

The San Bernard River – a small 
river – only 120 miles long but 
touches the lives of talented people 
by its song and mystery and influ-
ences their art forms. 

With a little research, you can 
quickly find that artists of our time 
have lived, fished, and re-energized 
themselves at the San Bernard. 
People like songster Willie Nelson,  
writers such as Leon Hale and 
actors, including James Drury and 
Tommy Worrell, have all had their 
art forms influenced by the San 
Bernard’s song. 

If you look deep in the waters 
of this river, you will find an artist’s 

Memories are made of this
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Costly weather in 2019
The News & Observer (Raleigh, N.C.) (TNS)

The United States had 14 major 
weather disasters last year, with a 
toll of at least 44 dead and a price 
tag of $45 billion, according to 
federal officials.

The biggest disasters of 2019 
include eight severe storms, mainly 
in the South and Midwest, three big 
inland flooding events, two tropical 
cyclones that made landfall, and the 
wildfires in California and Alaska.

“The extreme weather with the 
most widespread impact was the 
historically persistent and destruc-
tive U.S. flooding across more than 
15 states. The combined cost of 
just the Missouri, Arkansas and 
Mississippi River basin flooding 
($20 billion) was almost half of the 
U.S. cost total in 2019,” the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration said.



“A large fraction of the world’s popu-
lation still lacks access to electricity, 
particularly at night when photo-
voltaic systems no longer operate.  
The ability to generate electricity 
at night could be a fundamentally 
enabling capability for a wide range 
of applications, including lighting 
and low-power sensors.”

The NWS needs snurfers
Q. How does the U.S. National 

Weather Service (NWS) measure 
snowfall, and where does a “snurfer” 
fit into the calculation?

A. In 1890, the U.S. Congress 
formed the Coop, one of whose 
goals is “to provide observational 
meteorological data, usually consist-
ing of daily maximum and minimum 
temperatures, snowfall, and 24-hour 
precipitation totals,” reports Dan 
Lewis on his “Now I Know” website.  
Currently, the NWS relies on a 
massive, national volunteer network 
of rain and snow watchers, over 
8,700 cooperative observers whose 
collective work becomes the official 
weather site.

To measure snow, volunteers use 
a “snowboard,” originally called a 
“snurfer,” a portmanteau of “snow” 
+ “surfer.”  The snowboard, a piece 
of plywood 16 x 16 inches, is placed 
on the ground and used as a base 
for the measurements. This is 
critical, Lewis says, since it gives a 
hard, flat surface from which to get 
accurate snow measurements.  (All 
NWS Coop volunteers go through a 
training program to get this right.)
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Scientists with something in 

common
Q. What do the following scien-

tific achievements have in common:  
1. Creation of the first computer lan-
guage compiler, translating English 
language instructions into machine 
code; 2. Study of the links between 
cholesterol and heart disease and 
the effects of cigarette smoking 
on the lungs; 3. Cloning HIV and 
genetically mapping the entire virus; 
4. Discovery of “mobile genetic 
elements,” the capacity of genes to 
change position on a chromosome?

A. These were all achievements 
by women scientists, says Susan 
Dominus in “Smithsonian” maga-
zine.  1. Grace Murray Hopper, 
mathematician, computer scientist 
and rear admiral in the U.S. Navy, 
led a team in the 1950s that cre-
ated the first computer language 
compiler.  2. Marie Maynard Daly 
became the first African-American 
woman in the U.S. awarded a PhD 
in chemistry from Columbia Univer-
sity in 1947.  3. Flossie Wong-Staal, 
virologist and molecular biologist, 
emigrated from China to study at 
UCLA.  4. Cytogeneticist Barbara 
McClintock was the first woman to 
receive an unshared Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine in 1983.

Science historian Margaret 
Rossiter championed these and 
other women astronomers, bota-
nists, entomologists, chemists and 
physicists and “almost single-hand-
edly” made the history of women in 
science relevant. Reflecting more 
than a decade of toil in the archives, 
her study “Women Scientists in 
America: Struggles and Strategies 
to 1940” (1982) brought hundreds 
of buried and forgotten contributions 
to light.

Power from darkness
Q. “Generating Light from Dark-

ness” is the title of a recent article 
in the journal “Joule.” Too good to 
be true?

A. Engineering professor 
Aaswath Raman (UCLA) and his 
colleagues constructed a device 
which, when aimed at the night 
sky, generates enough electricity to 
power a small light-emitting diode 
(LED).  Powered from the tempera-
ture difference between the surface 
of Earth and the near-absolute-zero 
of outer space, it employs an off-
the-shelf thermoelectric generator 
designed to absorb heat from ambi-
ent air and radiate it into the sky.

The prototype generates only 
0.0025 Watts per square meter (W/
m2) of radiative surface area, but 
the authors think improved designs 
could reach 0.5 W/m2. They write: 
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WHAT DO A BUNCH OF STRIPPERS HAVE THAT I 
DON’T!? A bride-to-be hired a woman to spy on her fiance during his 
bachelor party in London. She said she followed him “to check on his 
behavior.” She reported that “The night ended at a strip club, where he 
was dragged up on stage by numerous strippers, and lots of intimate 
acts were instigated.” He then invited them all into a private room to do 
who knows what. The bride called off the wedding.

IS THAT YOU, MARGE?: A woman put on a mask and robbed the 
sandwich shop where she worked in Las Cruces, N.M., “to teach one 
of the employees a lesson about what could happen late at night in that 
part of town.” Alas, one of the workers recognized her voice.

VERY AWAKE AND VERY HIGH: A man was arrested in Brad-
ford, England, with hundreds of fake stickers for free coffee at McDon-
ald’s in his car. He was also charged with driving under the influence of 
drugs.

HALT THY DOINGS, YE VARLET: A man threated another guy 
with a sword in the French Quarter of New Orleans in order to get him to 
stop urinating on a building at the corner of Royal and Orleans.

SO, DID YOU BAG ANY DEER, BRO?: A man got angry at his 
brother and sprayed deer repellent around his brother’s hunting stands 
in Newaygo County, Mich. He was spotted on one of the trail camera’s 
photographs. 

I SEE MY FINANCIAL FUTURE GROWING BRIGHTER: A 
psychic in California told her clients that she would bless their money 
and would later return with twice the amount they turned over to her. 
They gave her a total of $100,000. She has not been seen since.

HEY, THAT LOOKS LIKE SAL: A man burglarized a muffler shop 
in Schenectady where he used to work, four times over a period of 
two months: Oct. 12, Nov. 8, Nov. 17 and Dec. 2. He was caught when 
somebody finally looked at the video surveillance footage.

AND COPS ARE VERY SUSPICIOUS: A woman with a history 
of retail theft was caught shoplifting at the Walmart in Uniontown, Pa., 
because the place was swarming with police taking part in the “shop 
with a cop” program for the benefit of needy children.

HOPE YOU’RE SATISFIED, SIR: A man robbed a Hardee’s in 
Escanaba, Mich., hoping to be sent back to prison. He was sentenced to 
24 to 40 years because it was his fourth offense. He is 59.

DUDE, WHAT’S A STICK SHIFT?: Two teenage boys tried to 
steal a car at gunpoint at 3 a.m. in Toronto, but their plan was foiled 
because the car had a manual transmission, and they didn’t know how 
to drive it, so they ran away.

READY TO GIVE UP, SIR?: After pursuing a man who stole a car 
in Pine County, Minn., deputies deployed stop sticks that flattened the 
tires, causing the vehicle to veer into a frozen swamp. The guy got out 
and ran into the swamp, but the cops caught him with their four-wheel 
drive. A farmer was called to pull the car out with a tractor.

how life will come at you.    
I was working on a master’s 

degree in journalism from the 
University of Missouri in 1969 with 
every intention of eventually getting 
a job near my California hometown. 
Vietnam wasn’t in my career plan. 

Truthfully, the only reason I was in 

school was to avoid the draft. Then 
the government instituted the lottery. 

Lottery night I was working as a 
scorekeeper at a basketball game. I 
remember it well because Missouri 
was playing Indiana with Bobby 
Knight, the legendary coach.

The only number I remember 
from the game is my lottery number. 

During the game, I got a call from 
friends at a lottery-watch party tell-
ing me the bad news. My number 
was 40. 

I waited to hear from Uncle Sam.  
Months passed, and I noticed 
friends with higher numbers were 
drafted. I started believing the Army 
didn’t want me.

Late one night I was studying at 
the journalism school when a phone 
rang. I happened to be nearest to 
the phone so I picked it up. It was 
the assistant managing editor of the 
Houston Post, Kuyk Logan, and he 
was looking to hire a young copy 
editor.  

Frustrated by grad school and 
confident I wasn’t going to be 
drafted, I told Kuyk I was just what 
he was looking for.

That weekend I flew to Houston.  
When Kuyk asked about my draft 
status, I hedged, saying it wouldn’t 
be a problem. I was offered the job. 

I stayed around to check out the 
Astrodome on Sunday and flew 
back to Missouri on Monday. 

I opened my mailbox Monday, 
and there it was … my draft notice.  
The notice had been sent to my 
parents’ address in California.  
They forwarded it but, by the time I 
received it, I only had a few days to 
report for duty in Los Angeles. 

With great trepidation, I called 
Kuyk and gave him the news, then 
headed West.

I was in such a hurry that I was 
stopped for speeding outside Snow-
flake, Az. The officer let me off when 
I told him I was hurrying to report for 
Army duty.

Within days I was at basic training 
at Fort Ord.  A year and a half after 
that, I was in Vietnam with my Army 
stint about over, a pregnant wife 
back home and no job prospects.

As a last resort, I wrote Kuyk 
and asked if he had any openings. 
I wasn’t optimistic. I figured he was 

mad that I hadn’t been totally honest 
about the draft.

To my surprise, Kuyk wrote that 
he had kept that original job open. It 
was still mine.

I found out later that Kuyk was 
a colonel in the Army Reserve. He 
told me he respected my military 
service more than he disliked my 
lack of candor.

Kuyk died a couple of years ago, 
and American flags were passed 
out at the funeral, and the Stars and 
Stripes was played. 

I was lucky to have picked up 
the phone that night. Lucky that 
Kuyk was the guy on the other end.  
And lucky to have ended up in the 
Houston area.

Never did make it back to Cali-
fornia.  

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

I got drafted right after landing a job at the Houston Post
(Continued from Page 1)
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SENIOR FUN SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Senior Focus

ployed man to be her chauffeur. In 
the 25 years that he drives for her, 
the chauffeur and his passenger 
become close friends. The group 
will go to dinner after the afternoon 
show. 

The trip will last from 1 to 8:30 
p.m. The fee is $25 for Angleton 
residents and $35 for non-residents. 
Dinner is extra. 

No plans for Valentine’s Day? 
How about a trip to the Texas 
Hill Country? Seniors will travel 
to Ingram on Thursday, Feb. 13, 
to see a replica of the historical 
Stonehenge monument in this 
overnight journey before continuing 
Friday, Feb. 14, to Kerrville to the 
YO Ranch. YO is a wild and exotic 
animal park and hunting ranch, 
which seniors will tour before having 
a chuck wagon lunch at the park.

 If time allows, the last visit of this 
trip would be to the Coming King 

Sculpture Prayer Garden.
 The cost is $140 per person for 

residents for a shared room and 
$160 for non-residents. There will 
be an extra charge for a private 
room for one.

Departure will be at 8:30 a.m. 
Feb. 13 from the rec center, return-
ing Friday evening.

On Thursday, Feb. 20, the center 
will sponsor a trip to Railean’s 
Distillery for a tour. Railean’s 
was the first rum distillery in Texas, 
which produces several other spirits 
in addition to rum. The visit will start 
after a lunch at the Topwater Grill in 
San Leon. 

The trip will begin at 11 a.m. and 
end by 5 p.m. The fee is $15 for 
residents and $25 for non-residents. 
Lunch is extra.

 To reserve a spot or for more 
information, please call Pat Aschen-
beck at (979) 849-4364 and press # 
5 on dial pad.

With Valentine’s Day just around 
the corner, Alvin’s seniors 
can travel Thursday, Jan. 30, to 
Pasadena Little Theatre to see the 
musical, “Why Do Fools Fall 
in Love?”  In the play, the central 
character, Millie, and her friends 
discuss love, dating and marriage 
at her batchelorette party and poke 

fun at each other. It also features 
popular music from the 1960s. The 
cost is $17 for the show ticket and 
transportation. 

As winter comes to an end, a 
trip to the National Museum of 
Funeral History in Houston is 
planned. Historical funeral service 
items and information about the 

funerals of presidents, popes and 
celebrities can be learned. Seniors 
will leave at 9:30 a.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 20, and the cost is $9 for the 
museum ticket and $5 for fuel.

For reservations or information 
about either trip, please contact 
Marla Grigsby at Alvin Senior Center 
at (281)388-4298.

LUNCH TRIPS taurant in the Clute-Lake 
Jackson area. The van leaves the 
center at 10:15 a.m., and the cost 
is $5, and lunch is extra.

A “Soup Swap” to celebrate 
National Homemade Soup Day is 
planned for Tuesday, Feb. 4, at 
noon as seniors bring home-made 
soups to share, and recipes can be 
swapped as well! This will be on 
the west side of the Alvin Senior 
Center at 309 W. Sealy.

On Wednesday, Feb. 5, seniors 
head to Sugarland to Willie’s 
Grill & Icehouse at 10:15 a.m. 
Fuel fee is $5. Meal is extra.

Tuesday, Feb. 11, the age 50+ 
participants will be able to enjoy 
both lunch at Pappa’s BBQ 
and a movie. The movie choice 
and time of departure will be 
announced Feb. 6. Participants 
should bring money for their lunch 
and the movie and $3 for fuel 
costs.

A Valentine’s-theme lunch 
will be served at the Alvin Senior 
Center on Thursday, Feb. 13, at 
noon for $5. Chicken fettuccini 
alfredo, salad, breadsticks and des-
sert will be served.

Next will be a pancake social 
on Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 9 a.m. with 
pancakes, sausage, hash browns 
and juice or coffee for only $2 at 
the center.

Angleton seniors travel to an 
area restaurant once monthly as 
part of the senior “Lunch Bunch” 
program. They will go to Grand 
Prize BBQ in Texas City on 
Friday, Feb. 7, leaving the Angleton 
Recreation Center at 10 a.m.

Seniors must pre-register and 
sign a waiver.

To RSVP or obtain information 
about Alvin outings, please call 
(281) 388-4298. For Angleton’s trip, 
please call (979) 849-4364, push 
#5 on dialpad

By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

Area seniors have an opportunity 
to try a variety of restaurants in the 
greater Houston area and enjoy 
the company of others of similar 
age without the burden of driving.

There’s also a “Soup Swap” in 
early February and a Valentine’s-
theme lunch planned at the Alvin 
Senior Center on Feb. 13.

Reservations and trip payment 
should be made in advance.

Alvin is offering transportation 
to Los Cucos in Pearland on 
Thursday, Jan. 23, at 10:30 a.m. 
The cost is only $4, and seniors 
will pay for their own meals at this 
Mexican restaurant whose motto is 
“Always Fresco!”

Then on Tuesday, Jan. 28, 
seniors will go to Asiel’s Res-

(Continued from Page 1)

Senior Briefs
A “Tea and Talk” with the 

Angleton Police Department will 
address safety issues important 
to anyone but especially to senior 
citizens.

This discussion will be held at 
the Angleton Recreation Center in 
Room 2 on Tuesday, Feb. 11, from 
10:30 a.m. to noon and is free for 
those ages 55-plus.

Among the topics will be staying 
safe at home from fires, smoke and 
carbon monoxide. Securing homes 
from intruders and phone safety are 
also points to be covered.

Clute seniors are invited to get 
together on Tuesday, Jan. 28, at the 
Clute Event Center at 100 Parkview 
Dr. for lunch and fun.

This event for ages 60-plus will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and is 
free, but please RSVP by Wednes-
day, Jan. 22, by calling (979) 
265-8392. 

Start 2020 off healthy with a 
walk in the park with Angleton’s 
Silver Heart Striders as they 
stroll around Dickey Park, play yard 

games and eat lunch.
The next “A Walk in the Park” for 

ages 55-plus will be Monday, Jan. 
27. Participants meet at the Angle-
ton Recreation Center at 10:30 a.m. 
to board the bus for the park. This 
event is free but limited to 20 partici-
pants, so please RSVP soon.

The next park walk after January 
27 will be Monday, March 30.

To RSVP, please call (979) 849-
4364 and press #5 on dialpad.

“Be Well, Live Well” is the 
name of a new series of seminars to 
encourage healthy aging.

The sessions will be held on 
Tuesdays at 2 to 3 p.m. from April 

7 to May 5 at Angleton Recreation 
Center.

The free classes will be presented 
by the Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion and taught by Delia Hernandez.

The first of the series is titled, “Be 
Independent,” said Pat Ascenbeck, 
senior program coordinator in Angle-
ton. “You will learn what foods to eat 
to help you age well.”

Pre-register at the recreation 
center at 1601 N. Valderas or on the 
City of Angleton website under Adult 
Programs.

There is a minimum of 10 partici-
pants required, so feel free to invite 
friends. 
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Senior Focus SS puzzle: Restricted application vs. spousal benefit
By Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American 
Citizens

Dear Rusty: My question is 
about the “restricted application 
for spousal benefits only” I saw 
referenced in an article. I will turn 
66 in February and have applied 
for my “full retirement benefit” and 
will continue to work full time. My 
husband turned 66 this month and 
has not yet applied for his benefits. 
According to the Social Security 
paperwork sent to us, I will receive 
about $1900 a month, and my hus-
band, who is self-employed, would 
only receive $500 to $600. 

If my husband claimed “spousal 
benefits only” using the restricted 
application, would I still receive 
my $1900 and he would receive 
50% of that for an estimated total 
of $2850? Doesn’t seem to make 
sense to me! As you can see, 
we must be in denial of our age 
and are not knowledgeable about 
Social Security!! Signed: Inquisitive 
Senior

Dear Inquisitive: Based on 
the amounts you quoted in your 
email (which I assume were recent 
estimates from the Social Security 
Administration), your husband 
should claim his own benefits this 
month and then claim his normal 

spousal benefit in February when 
your benefits start. Since your 
husband has already reached his 
full retirement age of 66, his spousal 
benefit will be the full 50% of the 
benefit you are entitled to when you 
reach your full retirement age in 
February. 

Although your husband qualifies 
for and can submit a “restricted 
application for spousal benefits 
only” (as described in the article you 
read), there is little reason for him 

to do so because his own benefit, 
even if he delays claiming it until he 
is 70, will be less than his spousal 
benefit from your record. Instead, 
since his spousal benefit from you 
will be the highest amount he will 
ever be eligible for, he can just claim 
his own benefit first and then claim 
his regular spousal benefit to begin 
when your Social Security retire-
ment benefit starts. Here’s why: 

If your husband’s current benefit 
at his full retirement age (FRA) 
would be $600, and he’s not yet 
collecting, he could earn delayed 
retirement credits (DRCs) at a rate 
of 0.667 per month of delay (8% per 
year of delay). 

That will mean his own benefit 

would be 32% more at age 70 than 
he is now eligible for at his FRA, 
which means his maximum benefit 
on his own earnings record will be 
$792/month ($600 plus 32%). 

The only reason to file the 
restricted application (for which 
he is eligible only because he was 
born before January 2, 1954) is 
to let his own benefit grow while 
he collects a spousal benefit, so 
he can switch to his own higher 
benefit later. 

But since his spousal benefit 
from you will be about $950 – more 
than the maximum benefit he can 
get from his own record at age 70 
– his most prudent choice would 
be to simply claim his own benefit 
now and apply for his normal spou-
sal benefit to start when your SS 
benefit starts in February. 

No need for him to file the 
restricted application because his 
own benefit will never be higher 
than his spousal benefit. 

And just for complete clarity, 
your husband collecting his spou-
sal benefit from you will not affect 
your own Social Security retire-
ment benefit in any way. 

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. 

Ask Rusty

SS benefits, payment changes in 2020
By Nicole Tiggemann
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Each year, we announce the 
annual cost-of-living adjustment 
(COLA). By law, federal benefits 
increase when the cost of living 
rises, as measured by the Depart-
ment of Labor’s Consumer Price 
Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W). Usually, 
there is an increase in the benefit 
amount people will receive each 
month, starting the following Janu-
ary.

Nearly 69 million Americans will 
see a 1.6% increase in their Social 
Security benefits and SSI payments 
in 2020.

Other changes that will happen 
in January 2020 reflect the increase 
in the national average wage 
index. For example, the maximum 
amount of earnings subject to Social 
Security payroll tax will increase 
to $137,700 from $132,900. The 
earnings limit for workers who 
are younger than “full” retirement 
age (age 66 for people born in 
1943 through 1954) will increase 
to $18,240. (We deduct $1 from 
benefits for each $2 earned over 
$18,240.)

The earnings limit for people 
turning 66 in 2020 will increase 
to $48,600. (We deduct $1 from 
benefits for each $3 earned over 
$48,600 until the month the worker 
turns age 66.)

This month, we posted Social 
Security COLA notices online for 
retirement, survivors and disability 
beneficiaries who have a my Social 
Security account. You will be able to 
view and save future COLA notices 
via the Message Center inside my 
Social Security.

Wounded veterans
For military members who return 

home with injuries, Social Security 
is a resource they can turn to. If you 
know any wounded veterans, please 
let them know about Social Securi-
ty’s Wounded Warriors website. You 
can find it at www.socialsecurity.gov/
woundedwarriors.

The Wounded Warriors website 
answers many commonly asked 
questions, and shares other useful 
information about disability benefits, 
including how veterans can receive 
expedited processing of disability 
claims.

Nicole Tiggemann is a Social 
Security spokesperson.
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Senior FocusHow to thrive in volunteer roles after retirement
By Harriet Blake
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

You’ve been in the workforce for 
decades. You’ve always wanted to 
volunteer but never found the time. 
Or perhaps you’ve volunteered 
in small ways such as a holiday 
contribution to the Salvation Army 
Angel Tree or donating a turkey to 
the local food bank.

But now you are officially retired 
and ready for a more significant 
commitment. Don’t think twice 
about volunteering — jump in with 
both feet. This is your moment.

Rod Olson, a Colorado author 
and life coach, says matching your 
career skills with a volunteer posi-
tion is a win-win: “People with great 
skill sets and expertise can still 
use these skill sets in retirement … 
Volunteering gives you a purpose, 
makes you part of the team.”

 SEAMLESS TRANSITION
Sandra Malone of Dallas, who 

is in her 80s, found the transition 
from paid to unpaid work easy. 
“The work I did for both were in 
tandem with each other. Even after 
I left my paying job, I still worked 
in the same field, in education and 
mentoring,” she says.

She initially worked as an educa-
tor and administrator in the Dallas 
Independent School District. From 
1993 to 2003, Malone worked 
with longtime U.S. District Judge 
Harold “Barefoot” Sanders Jr., best 
known for overseeing the lawsuit to 
desegregate the DISD. In that role, 
she was an auditor for desegrega-
tion with the title of external schools 
auditor for federal court. Once 
the court found the DISD to be in 
compliance, she retired.

Today, she volunteers primarily 

with two national organizations, the 
Links Inc., a group of professional 
women of color in volunteer work, 
and the Delta Sigma Theta sorority. 
Her jobs have included working 
at the national level, doing social 
justice work and registering voters.

FOLLOWING HIS BLISS
Noel Campos, 78, retired in 2006 

after a career that included 23 
years in the U.S. Air Force and 10 
years in the aerospace and defense 
industry. Upon retiring to Fort 
Worth, Campos began ushering at 
Bass Performance Hall. He also 
volunteers weekly in the surgical 
supply department at Texas Health 
Huguley Hospital in Burleson, as 
well as with the City of Burleson 
Senior Center, driving seniors to 
their medical appointments.

“I was ready to do something 
when I retired. And I’m glad I did. 
No way I want to work for money 
anymore — too many rules!” he 
says.

Campos chose Bass because of 
his love for musical performances. 
Ushers “have to stay for the whole 
performance. Once the lights go 
out, there are chairs in the back for 
us to see the performance.”

COUPLE TIME
Tom and Rita Chasser, both 74, 

of Irving volunteer together at the 
Irving Cares food pantry.

Early in their marriage in Scot-
land, Rita was a thoracic nurse, and 
Tom worked with an energy com-
pany. His job then took them to Ber-
muda and later the United States, 
where they eventually landed in 
Texas. She left the workforce years 
ago to care for their growing family 
and because getting a work permit 
proved difficult. In 2004, Tom retired 
from his job as a risk and insurance 
manager with Exxon Mobil.

The couple, married for 50 years, 
volunteered regularly before retire-
ment.

“When our church, Woodhaven 
Presbyterian, which has always 
supported Irving Cares, announced 
there was a need for more volun-
teers, Rita and I came forward,” 
Tom says. Every Friday for 14 
years, the couple has worked a 
four-hour shift at the food pantry, 
distributing groceries to clients and 
keeping the shelves stocked.

“One of the benefits,” says Tom, 
“is meeting new people with whom 

we now socialize regularly.” Rita 
adds, “It has given Tom and me 
separate interests to talk about at 
the end of the day and the satisfac-
tion of helping others.”

HIS HAPPY PLACE
Rod Franz, 69, was a manage-

ment associate at J.C. Penney, 
where he worked for 37 years, 
relocating to the Dallas area when 
the corporate headquarters moved 
to Plano in 1986.

Following retirement in 2010, he 
initially volunteered at a homeless 
shelter, where he met a couple who 
shared his interest in gardening. 
They encouraged him to volunteer 
at the Dallas Arboretum and Botani-
cal Garden. “It was the beauty of 
the gardens that initially drew me 
to volunteer, but it’s the interaction 
with amazing fellow volunteers, 

staff and visitors that keeps drawing 
me back.”

Franz, who lives in Sachse, has 
volunteered at the Arboretum for 
eight years. He says among the 
greatest benefits of the Arboretum 
volunteer job is the opportunity to 
share life skills.

“For those who enjoy history, 
there are opportunities in the 
DeGolyer House. For those who 
love cooking and food, there are 
new volunteer positions in the A 
Tasteful Place vegetable garden 
and recipe tasting/cooking class 
pavilion. For those who enjoy meet-
ing people from all over the world, 
there are tour guide, education 
department, gift shop, information 
booth, tram driver, evening concert 
and holiday event volunteer posi-
tions.”
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The Brazoria Lions 
Club recently presented a 
$2,000 check to support 
the second annual A Night 
in the Spotlight (a 501C3 
nonprofit organization), a 
free prom experience  for 
people with special needs 
(ages 14 and up) sched-
uled for April 4 at River 
Place in Freeport, from 
7-10 p.m.

The inaugural prom 
in 2019 was an unquali-
fied success. Again, this 
year, attendees will be escorted by Southern Brazoria County Police Officers 
and First Responders. For more information, or to help sponsor the event, 
contact C.K. Millsap at (979) 417-5584 or kaysie7@yahoo.com .

Shown in the picture from left are Deena Acord, Brazoria Lions President, 
Marie Hicks and C.K. Millsap.

Special needs prom gets Lions’ support

The Lake Jackson Promenaders 
will be offering free square dance 
lessons Jan. 28. These lessons are 
free of charge so that participants 
can try out square dancing. Paid 
classes will begin Feb. 11, with 
graduation in May.

Square dancing is open to the 
public - teens through adults, 
singles and couples. Participants do 
not have to bring a partner. Dress is 
casual; just be sure to wear comfort-
able shoes.

Callers Gary Belcik and Gary 
Sanders will teach the lessons, with 
Promenaders club members helping 
out.

Beginning on Feb. 11, lessons 
will be $10 a lesson. The class 
must have eight students in order to 
“make.”

Classes will be from  6:30 to 7:
30 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month at Jasmine 
Hall, 100 Narcissus, Lake Jackson.

For information call Melody 
Purnell at (979) 665-7767, email 
ljpromenaders@gmail.com, or visit 
the Lake Jackson Promenaders’ 
Facebook or Meetup pages.

Lake Jackson Promedanaders offer free square dancing lesson
The Brazoria Heritage Foundation is sponsoring the Gun & Outdoor Show 

to be held on Saturday, March 7, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Sunday March 8, 
9 a.m to 3 p.m. This is being held in conjunction with the Brazoria Heritage 
Day. Dealers and Exhibitors are invited to rent tables and booths.  Please 
contact Bob Schwebel (979) 236-0241; Bruce Gotcher (979) 798-8075; or 
Denise Gotcher (979) 235-0103. 

Tables, booths available at Gun & Outdoor Show

‘The Chisholm Trail’ comes to Brazoria
The Brazo-

ria Historical 
Museum is 
sponsoring 
a travel-
ing exhibit 
entitled “The 
Chisholm 
Trail”.  The 
Chisholm 
Trail was the 
major route 
out of Texas 
for livestock.  
The trail was 
used from 
1867 to 1884. 
Youthful trail 
hands on mustangs gave a Texas flavor to the entire range cattle industry 
of the Great Plains and made the cowboy an enduring folk hero. The exhibit 
is open now until March. It is in the Railroad Museum Wing of the Brazoria 
Civic Center, 208 W. Smith. Stop by for a visit.

At a recent P.E.O. meeting, 
Chapter DA Sorority, guest 
speaker Audra Holt addressed 
the topic, “How Healthy is Your 
Lifestyle?” She is with the Gulf 
Coast Gastroenterology Clinic 
in Lake Jackson. Pictured from 
left are  Susan Buell, program 
chairman, and Audra Holt.

Healthy lifestyle talk
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The Brazoria Heritage Foundation 
is featuring  Molly B and Squeeze-
box with Ted Lange & Mollie B this 
month.

They have become one of the 
most popular and well-known bands 
specializing in live dance music and 
entertaining stage shows.

They’ll be at the West Brazos 
Knights of Columbus Hall on Jan. 
31. The hall is located at 20632 N. 
Highway 36 in Brazoria.  

The dance is from 6 to 10 p.m., 
and the doors open at 4:30 p.m. 
BBQ sandwiches and snacks for 
purchase. Beer/set ups available  
BYOB. For tickets, contact Lisa 
Greak at (979) 215-0109 or Tammy 
McGaughey at (979) 665-7790.

Currently based in northwest 
Ohio, their performances include 
multiple genres of music, including 
polkas, waltzes, fox-trots, two-steps, 
big band, swing, square dances, 

and figure dances.  
With a repertoire of over 600 

songs, and solid vocals in English, 
Polish, German and Czech, Squee-
zebox is able to play “something 
for everyone”, and easily adapts to 

any venue, ranging from town 
festivals, polka festivals, ethnic fes-
tivals including Polish, Czech, and 
German festivals and Oktoberfests, 
to weddings, anniversary parties, 
church festivals, state and county 
fairs and music festivals.  

They currently perform close to 
100 engagements a year in up to 20 
states a year, including an annual 
Caribbean Cruise taking place in 
January.

Molly B and Squeezebox at KC Hall in Brazoria Jan. 31
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very well. Some of our furniture 
isn’t doing all that well, but that’s 
expected. We have owned cats 
before, so that wasn’t a big surprise.

It has been really rewarding to 
watch them grow into pre-teens 
(in cat years), although I did like it 
when they were smaller and couldn’t 
jump on the kitchen counter while I 
prepared their food - or any food.

I get them down right away, but 
they keep jumping back. So, now 
they have to stay in another room 
and wait for their food.

Simba, the boy cat, also has 
decided a few times to jet out the 
back door when I let one of the dogs 
out to the yard. Luckily, he knows 
only to huddle against the house’s 
foundation and then do nothing.

That’s where I found him when 
we brought him and his sister, Nala, 
inside our hideaway last summer. 
He sought safety there before he 
found out that I wasn’t such a bad 
guy after all.

This made it easy to scoop them 
up and bring them in the house.

Nala just sits by the door and 

watches as we go in and out. She 
may still remember that life out there 
wasn’t that much fun. It’s better to 
be fed and stay in a place where it 
doesn’t rain.

They are now fully vaccinated, 
fixed and chipped. They have 
become full members of the family. 
Their favorite visitor is Jack, our 
daughter’s dog, with whom they 
play endlessly when he visits.

Jack now has to sleep in his 
kennel because of a recent surgery. 
When they visited the hideout, the 
kittens abandoned us at night and 
slept on top of his kennel. 

Each kitten developed a unique 
personality and behavior pattern. 
I’ve noticed that they like copying 
each other, which is probably where 
the term “copycat” comes from.

After Simba got into a habit of 
jumping up on my shoulder as I 
work on The Bulletin, Nala started 
to jump up on the back of my chair 
and sit there for extended periods of 
time. Meanwhile, the paper produc-
tion continued – slower.

We have had to make a few 
changes, like moving the pet food 

into an area they cannot access, or 
there would be a hole in the bottom 
of the bag. They most recently got 
hold of a bag of dog treats, slashed 
it open with their claws, and spread 
its contents on the floor for all the 
animals in the house to enjoy. That 
was cute, but now the treats are in 
an undisclosed secure location.

When we returned to the hideout 
with them recently, our neighbor 
came to say hi. Behind her fol-
lowed a beautiful fat tomcat, which 
appeared to be the kittens’ dad. 
“I’m feeding him,” she said. “He is a 
sweet cat.”

He didn’t run away, like the other 
feral cats in the area. We left the 
neighbor a 30-pound bag of cat food 
to make sure he and the other cats 
in the area have plenty to eat.

Sharon asked me what we’d do if 
we found more kittens under the car 
on one of our visits.

We’ll bottle feed them like we 
fed these two, I told her. “But we’re 
not keeping them. We’ll find them 
homes. Two cats is all I can handle.”

Now I know where the phrase 
“it’s like herding cats” comes from. 
I’ve done it. It’s hard. Try herding 
lightning-fast kittens.

Feral kittens hit jackpot after being found under car
(Continued from Page 1)

Nala and Simba at five months. Full-fledged family members.
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the agency needs help to make 
this event a success and provide 
much- needed funding for programs 
offered throughout the year.

Brazoria County Alliance for 
Children, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization that provides 
support and services to abused and 
neglected children. Its goal is to sur-
round children with a community of 
services and support, empowering 
them to build back their self-esteem, 
break the cycle of abuse, and begin 
to heal. 

The organization has offices in  
Angleton and Pearland. 

Thanks to support from organiza-
tions and people like you, all of our 
services are free to the children and 
their non-offending family members.

By having caring profession-
als to visit with and support these 
children, Brazoria County Alliance 
for Children, Inc. begins to build the 
bridge between hope and healing. 
As a result, the children learn how 
to heal and go on to have happy, 
loving, and productive futures.

If you have any questions, please 
contact Kristi Belluomini or Jerry 
Lyons bcac@cac-bc.org or call 
(979) 849-2500. You may also visit 
the website to learn more about the 
event and Brazoria County Alliance 
for Children, Inc. (www.cac-bc.org).

(Continued from Page 1)

Make a difference 
in the lives of 
county youth

Rules of the road: Should you walk your dog on the left or right?
By Joan Morris
The Mercury News

The general rule for walking on 
trails is to stay to the right and pass 
on the left. As to which side the dog 
goes on, show and hunting dogs are 
trained to stay on their human’s left 
side, but for most dogs, it doesn’t 
matter. Experts, however, suggest 
you pick a side – left or right – and 

keep to it so that the dog doesn’t 
accidentally trip you going back and 
forth.

When encountering another dog, 
especially one you and your dog 
don’t know, it is wiser to put yourself 
between your dog and the passing 
one. 

Whether you do that or not, it’s 
important to pull your dog into your 

side and keep it on a short leash.
There are five basic rules of 

etiquette when it comes to walking 
your dog. 

Don’t go onto a neighbor’s yard, 
lawn, garden or property unless 
invited; scoop the poop and take it 
with you; don’t assume everyone 
likes your dog as much as you do 
– some people don’t like dogs and 
some are terrified of them; don’t 
assume the dog or person you 
are passing is interested in being 
friends; and keep your dog on a 
leash.

How you choose to pass other 
dogs and people is not a choice 
Miss Manners would comment on 
or criticize. Being safe is the most 
important thing. 
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members of the family sat and 
cried in the living room, and the 
teenage grandsons wandered in 
and out of the house aimlessly, not 
understanding what was happen-
ing.

When the caregiver asked the 
children what troubled them, they 
answered, “They won’t let us see 
Grandpa, and we’re scared.” The 
caregiver gathered strength to talk 
to the family, encouraging them 
to allow the children to go to their 
grandfather’s bedside. Reluctantly, 
the mother and father gave permis-
sion. The little girl stood on her 
tiptoes and kissed her grandpa, 
and then, not satisfied that he knew 
she was there, she pulled herself 
up on the bed and snuggled next to 
him. The boys sat in chairs beside 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o 
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-
GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Don’t shelter children from the truth about death
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: My elderly father is in the 
process of dying. My children, 7 
to 12, want to visit their grandfa-
ther. I believe that our children 
need to remember their grandfa-
ther when he was vibrant and full 
of life, not in the state he is pres-
ently in. My husband disagrees. 
Protecting my children is my first 
responsibility, isn’t it? - P.M.

A: A parent can often mistake 
protecting children for over-pro-
tecting children, especially when 
it comes to sickness and death, 
both very much a part of life.

There was once a grandfather 
who was dying. His 4-year-old 
granddaughter was ordered to 
go to another part of the house 
to play, and told not to go near 
her grandfather’s room. The adult 

his bed, and a smile came to 
Grandpa’s face before he died 
peacefully.

That little girl, now grown, 
said that she will never forget 
the experience, her love for her 
grandfather, or being there beside 
him the last few minutes of his 
life.

Children often see the dark 
side of death, but they need to be 
taught that death, for the Chris-
tian, is a beginning of a new life 
with God that will last forever.

unaware that he had accomplished 
the elusive feat.

Because the series was played 
between two intra-city rivals, 
Brooklyn and the Bronx-based 
Yankees, there were no off days. 
Larsen, shelled in game two, took to 
the mound with only two days’ rest. 
He faced a Dodgers’ lineup that led 
the National League in runs scored, 
and was loaded with sluggers like 
Duke Snider, Gil Hodges and Roy 
Campanella. Brooklyn’s contact hit-
ters were imposing, too - Pee Wee 
Reese, Carl Furillo, Junior Gilliam 
and Jackie Robinson.

Even though he had to pitch 
cautiously, Larsen fell behind in 
the count 3-0 only once. And since 
Larsen never enjoyed more than a 
2-0 lead after the sixth inning, he 
pitched the game’s final, tension-
filled three innings with the potential 
tying run always deck. The game’s 
last batter, Dale Mitchell, who 
Larsen struck out on a called third 

strike, had only 119 strike outs in 
nearly 4,000 career at-bats.

Larsen came to the Yankees in 
1955 via a 17-player trade with the 
Baltimore Orioles, who had just 
transferred from St. Louis, where 
the team was called the Browns. 
In his first season with the Orioles, 
Larsen’s record was an embarrass-
ing 3-21. Larsen’s .125 winning 
percentage is the lowest mark regis-
tered since 1920, and eighth lowest 
all-time. But Larsen, in his defense, 
had anemic batting support. The O’s 
hit only 54 homers during the 1954 
campaign, a mere three more than 
National Leaguer leader Ted Klusze-
wski smashed that same season.

Luckily for Larsen, two of his 
three wins came against the 
Yankees. Yankees’ manager Casey 
Stengel decided to bolster his start-
ing rotation by adding Larsen. As 
Stengel said at the time, pitchers 
have to be good to lose 20 games. 
The inference is that if the manager 
keeps trotting out a pitcher even 

though he’s regularly charged with 
a loss, it shows he has confidence 
in his starter. And managers always 
had faith in Larsen, despite his con-
sistently mediocre pitching record.

Stengel gave Larsen the bulb 
for the seventh games of the 1957 
and 1958 fall classics against the 
Milwaukee Braves. Then after 
being traded to the San Francisco 
Giants, manager Alvin Dark called 
on Larsen in a crucial fourth game 
situation during the 1962 series. 
Larsen replaced Hall of Famer Juan 
Marichal, and notched the win. In 
all, Larsen won four World Series 
victories against only two loses.

Yogi Berra, who hit three home 
runs in the series and won three 
Most Valuable Player regular 
season awards, said that catch-
ing Larsen’s perfect game was his 
biggest baseball thrill. Yogi helped 
guide Larsen through his perfect 
game. Berra had developed an 
extensive book on the Dodgers’ 
hitters with entries like “Snider... 

impatient hitter,” “Reese... tough to 
pitch to” and Robinson... “Strictly a 
big ball hitter.”

Larsen, 27, when he pitched his 
perfect game, said he thought about 
his masterpiece every day. That 
likely included his final day on Earth, 
Jan. 1, when he died at age 90.

A joyous memory like a World 

Series perfect game should be 
savored, and Larsen, understand-
ably, did exactly that for more than 
60 years.

Joe Guzzardi is a member of 
the Society for American Baseball 
Research and the Internet Baseball 
Writers Association. Contact him at 
guzzjoe@yahoo.com.

Larson savored his perfect World Series game for 60 years
(Continued from Page 1)

Let’s play ball
• The Houston Astros 2020 Opening Day game is on Friday, April 5  

against the Oakland Athletics at Minute Maid Park.
• During MLB games, about 25,500,000 hotdogs and 5,508,900 sau-

sages are sold every year. 
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menus are subject to change.
Wed., Jan. 22: Salisbury steak, green beans corn, pears & cottage 

cheese, biscuits, dessert.
Thurs., Jan. 23: Sausage, potatoes & onions, spiced apples, peas, 

tossed salad, garlic bread, dessert.
Fri., Jan. 24: Enchiladas, Spanish rice, red beans, cheese broccoli, 

slaw, cornbread, dessert.
Mon., Jan. 27: Fish portions, tater tots, pinto beans, broccoli, slaw, 

hush puppies, dessert.
Tues,, Jan. 28: Frito pie, corn, carrots, jello, cornbread, dessert.
Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Meals on Wheels available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low 

sugar meals available - call before 8 a.m. Take-out meals must be called in by 10:30 for pick-
up at 11. Transportation available - call before 8:30 a.m.

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The part 
of you that says “I want to control 
everything” is on steroids. Take a 
few deep breaths before you take 
charge of something that isn’t part 
of your job description. Attend to 
your own responsibilities in the 
week ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Attention to detail is desirable in the 
week ahead. Although it’s unlikely 
that starting a new business or 
creative project will be successful 
now, you can polish, edit and refine 
existing works.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): No 
amount of pixie dust can hide the 
hard facts. You could pretend there 
isn’t an elephant in the room that 
everyone else notices. Avoid making 
crucial decisions in the upcoming 
week that could impact your family.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Use criticism as a fulcrum to maneu-
ver past obstacles. Someone could 
point out small errors or problems 
that need your attention as the week 
unfolds. Once problems are dealt 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Making excuses won’t cut it. Some 
people will remain immune to your 
charm. Make sure you get to work 
on time and get checks in the mail 
to pay the bills before they are due.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Sit 
on your hands to prevent yourself 
from acting when you shouldn’t . 
Just because the internet gurus tell 
everyone it’s time to take steps or 
make changes doesn’t mean that it 
will end well for you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Fantasies might be frivolous but 
can fuel some ideas. You may enjoy 
activities that allow you to escape 
reality or get away from the usual 
grind. Take notes when you find 
something worth remembering.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Your carefree attitude or social 
forays could aggravate those 
who take issues more seriously. 
Beginning something of importance 
this week could be the equivalent 
of pushing a boulder uphill in the 
middle of a snowstorm.

with, there will be less resistance to 
your ideas.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Reflect on ways to achieve 
material stability. If you work hard, 
you can achieve your objectives in 
a slow and relentless spiral. Your 
wallet might feel thinner than usual, 
so remain thrifty.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You may feel driven to act on strong 
urges and passionate desires, but 
examine these feelings carefully. 
You think you know what’s right or 
what you want, but when this week 
is over, you may think differently.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You might be appalled when people 
say or do unacceptable things and 
then display a lack of remorse. 
Remain quiet and avoid stirring up 
controversy. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You might be happiest if you can 
escape from the dog-eat-dog busi-
ness world and find a quiet, peace-
ful retreat. This isn’t a good week to 
make major purchases or decisions, 

  History of the World On This Day
January 21

1793 - During the French Revolu-
tion, King Louis XVI was executed 
on the guillotine. He had been 
condemned for treason. 

1924 - Soviet leader Vladimir 
Ilyich Lenin died. Joseph Stalin 
began a purge of his rivals for the 
leadership of the Soviet Union. 

1980 - Gold was valued at $850 
an ounce. 

January 22
1930 - In New York, excavation 

began for the Empire State Build-
ing.

1947 - KTLA, Channel 5, in Hol-
lywood, CA, began operation as the 
first commercial television station 
west of the Mississippi River. 

1951 - Fidel Castro was ejected 
from a Winter League baseball 
game after hitting a batter. He later 
gave up baseball for politics. 

1968 - “Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-
In”, debuted on NBC TV.

January 23
1920 - The Dutch government 

refused the demands from the 
Allies to hand over the ex-kaiser of 
Germany.

1937 - In Moscow, seventeen 
people went on trial during Josef 
Stalin’s “Great Purge.” 

1943 - Duke Ellington and the 
band played for a black-tie crowd at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City for 
the first time. 

1973 - U.S. President Nixon 
announced that an accord had been 
reached to end the Vietnam War. 

January 24
1955 - The rules committee of 

major league baseball announced a 
plan to strictly enforce the rule that 
required a pitcher to release the ball 
within 20 seconds after taking his 
position on the mound. 

1964 - CBS-TV acquired the 
rights to televise the National Foot-
ball League’s 1964-1965 regular 
season. The move cost CBS $14.1 
million a year. The NFL stayed on 
CBS for 30 years.

1965 - Winston Churchill died at 
the age of 90.

January 25
1915 - In New York, Alexander 

Graham Bell spoke to his assistant 
in San Francisco, inaugurating the 
first transcontinental telephone 

service.
1937 - NBC radio presented 

the first broadcast of “The Guiding 
Light.” The show remained on radio 
until 1956 and began on CBS-TV 
in 1952. 

January 26
1947 - “The Greatest Story Ever 

Told” was first heard on ABC radio. 
1992 - Russian president Boris 

Yeltsin announced that his country 
would stop targeting U.S. cities with 
nuclear weapons. 

January 27
1926 - John Baird, a Scottish 

inventor, demonstrated a pictorial 
transmission machine called televi-
sion. 

1948 - Wire Recording Corpora-
tion of America announced the 
first magnetic tape recorder. The 
‘Wireway’ machine with a built-in 
oscillator sold for $149.50. 

1973 - The Vietnam peace 
accords were signed in Paris. 

1977 - The Vatican reaffirmed the 
Roman Catholic Church’s ban on 
female priests.

2010 - Steve Jobs unveiled the 
Apple iPad.

muse. Such is the case for the 
famous watercolor artist Carl Dalio. 

Carl Dalio was born in Houston 
and graduated from the School 
of Architecture at the University 
of Texas at Austin. He moved to 
Colorado in 1970 and has become 
known for his work in art and archi-
tecture as a free-lance architectural 
illustrator and fine artist. 

He has served as a juror of art 
exhibitions and has given watercolor 
demonstrations and workshops 
in both the U.S. and Canada. His 
paintings are in numerous art col-
lections, have earned numerous 
awards and have been shown in 
several national juried exhibitions 
like the American Watercolor Soci-
ety, the National Watercolor Society 
and the Watercolor Art Society-
Houston. He was elected to full 
membership in the American Water-
color Society in New York in 1989 
and is a member of other watercolor 
organizations. He is, without a 
doubt, a very talented artist who is 
connected to our river and its com-
munities in several ways.

Carl Dalio is the brother of Alma 
Marches. She currently lives on 
its banks in Fisherman’s Point 
subdivision. Through Alma, Carl’s 
proud sister, some friends of the 
river have discovered Carl’s art, and 
his August 2007 article in American 
Artist, “Cruising the River of Living 
Color.” Dalio describes the river 
through his memories as a boy and 
explains how that memory of the 
San Bernard influences his art.  

Dalio spent the summers of his 
youth on the San Bernard discover-
ing river things and river life as only 
young men can while spending time 
at the fishing cabin of his grand-
mother, who Alma also remembers 
fondly. That grandmother influenced 
both of her grandchildren with her 
love of the river. She was a fisher-
man, a mother, a wife and a grand-
mother who lived in a house on stilts 
near the current Churchill. 

When she and her aging husband 
agreed that for health reasons they 
had to leave the river for a home on 
the ground, nearer medical facilities, 
she cried all night - grieving for 
the river she did not want to leave. 
Sometime during the night, she 
passed away, and the river granted 

her last wish. She did not have to 
leave the place that was her life.  
She must have passed that inspired 
love on to her grandchildren.

In fact, the San Bernard seeps 
into the consciousness of creative 
minds, inspiring and recharging the 
spirit, begetting art. Mr. Dalio has 
experienced the river muse and 
part of what he wrote in his article 
will resonate with those of you 
who regularly visit or love the San 
Bernard:

“I loved life on the San Bernard. 
Everything happened at a slow but 
sure pace as I observed the deter-
mination of the people who carved 
out their living from the resources 
provided by the river. My spirit and 
memory banks were being fed by 
the visual food and knowledge of 
a coastal environment as I closely 
observed the clouds, trees, fish, and 
birds. And I always appreciated the 
energy of the water and my connec-
tion to it. When any one thing hap-
pened on the river, the rest of the 
environment was always changed in 
some way.”

Carl Dalio’s art has been forever 
influenced by a little-known river in 
southern Brazoria County. Water 
and color – two elements in abun-
dance on the San Bernard – are the 
medium in which he expresses his 
art. As Dalio’s art is seen and appre-
ciated around the world, there will 
always be a part of the San Bernard 
living in his paintbrush and his work 
connecting his art to his river.

“Just as with my past experiences 
on the river, I search for connections 
with any subject that captures my 
attention. I engage an open mind 
and fresh, innocent eyes. I look 
and listen for connections to every 
aspect: to myself, to various parts of 
the subject, to the surroundings, to 
an analogy, to an imaginative story. 
And I continue the search, even if 
I only detect fuzzy images or slight 
whispers on first pass. This personal 
connection-building is so essential. 
It will be the fuel that will power my 
engine of inspiration and passion.” 

For more information and a look 
at Carl Dalio’s paintings, visit: http:
//www.carldalio.com/

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Carl Dalio: Seeing the San Bernard in 
living color through the artist’s eyes

(Continued from Page 1)
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 ACROSS
1 Wobbly dessert
6 Pal
9 Vintner’s tub
12 Birdlike
13 Drachma replacer
14 B&Bs
16 Source of post-toilet training 
anxiety
18 Use too much of, briefly
19 Many SAT takers

20 Dashboard feature
21 Reach through the air
22 Surfer’s destination
25 Treat, as table salt
28 Major blood vessel
29 Male in the hive
30 Sharp-tasting
32 Trailer park parkers
35 Actor Cariou of “Blue Bloods”
36 Great Depression recovery 
program

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
THAI  LATIN  DUTCH  POLISH  GERMAN  ENGLISH  SPANISH

39 Question of method
40 Letters on a law office door
41 Purges (of)
42 “The Hot Zone” virus
44 Quick-as-lightning Bolt
47 Apt to malfunction, as wiring
48 Youngest son of Queen Eliza-
beth II
52 Illumination units
53 Have __: know someone
54 “The Night Of” channel
57 Slender woodwind
58 Desert plant suggested by this 
puzzle’s circles
61 Dingbat
62 Flat-package furniture chain
63 River through western Germany
64 Florida island
65 Video game initials
66 Separates for the wash

DOWN
1 Quick punches
2 “Did you __?!”
3 The eyes have them
4 Murphy’s __
5 Standard eggs purchase
6 Play with Lincoln Logs, say
7 Coffee hour vessel
8 Peat source
9 Purple shade
10 Artist nicknamed the “Pope of 
Pop”
11 Govt. bill
13 And others, in bibliographies
15 Stuck-up sort
17 Goodyear product
21 Pres. who developed the 36-
Across
22 Finish in front
23 Stuff to sell
24 Itty bit
25 Not employed
26 Rock groups?
27 Man of La Mancha
30 Packing rope
31 Say further
33 Chevy’s plug-in hybrid
34 Rock to music
37 Great Lake bordering four states
38 Knowledge seekers
43 Flower source
45 Companion of Bashful
46 Bldg. coolers
47 Get no credit for, in school
48 Walk heavily
49 Big name in puzzle cubes
50 British noblewomen
51 Where to see the Sun, the Sky 
and the Stars: Abbr.
54 Will beneficiary
55 Like an arm in a sling
56 Lyrical lines
58 Altoids container
59 Island strings
60 Question of identity
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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