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Contributing Editor

Do any of the following things 
sound familiar?

• An article buried deep in the 
newspaper about some new archeo-
logical discovery on some old battle-
field not only catches your attention 

and keeps you 
reading for the 
next few minutes 
but sends you 
immediately to 
the computer 
to find out more 
about the battle 
and the people 
who fought it.  

• The sections 
of the book store you aim for first 
are history or biography.  A new Ken 
Burns documentary means your 
television viewing time is booked up 
for several nights. 

• The History Channel is a preset 
favorite on your remote control. You 
consider a vacation that offers only 
a beach and shopping, with no old 
buildings or historical sites to wander 
through, a complete waste of time 
and money.

If you saw yourself in there, you’re 
probably suffering from history-
buffitis.  And there doesn’t seem to 
be a cure for it.

One of the symptoms is that 
you live as much in the past as in 
the present; another is that you’re 
nervous about the future because 
you’ve seen how history often 
repeats itself. But on the bright side, 
you know more things than lots of 
people. You know that the Titanic 
was an actual ship and not just the 
subject of a movie; that 43 men have 
been our president but there have 
been 44 presidential administrations 
(Grover Cleveland’s two terms were 
separated by Benjamin Harrison’s); 

Read on to see what 
the symptoms are of 
this historical state 
of mind

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

A friend commented recently 
about the complexity of cars today.

“Where can I get a car with roll-
down windows and an AM radio,” he 
asked.

I feel his pain.
Cars used to be made simple 

enough so that teenagers like myself 
were able to work on it. I rebuilt the 

carburetor on 
my 1968 Buick 
Skylark by just 
following instruc-
tions that came 
with the kit.

It wasn’t all 
that difficult. I 
used to replace 
fuel pumps 

before they were placed in the gas 
tank. It involved the simple task 
of unscrewing two bolts under the 
hood, taking out the old one and 
putting in the new one.

A relative stood over the open 
hood of my 1995 Dodge Caravan 
and commented how simple it was. 
There is the master cylinder, easy 
to get to, he said. Then he pointed 
to other gadgets that were hidden in 
his much newer model car.

“It’s so easy to work on this,” 
he said of my older Dodge van. I 
agreed, because I have worked on 
it a bit. I can’t do an engine overhaul 
or a transmission rebuild, but I can 
do the little things, much of which 
require taking a newer model car to 
a repair shop.

This was probably the last engine 

RAMBLINGS

Brazoria County Day will be here before we know it
Every other year, in odd num-

bered years, when the legislature is 
in session, a large group of Brazo-
ria County citizens travel to Austin 
to thank our State elected officials 
and make certain our issues stay 
on the forefront. This tradition 
started 44 years ago, in 1973, and 
has grown each session. 

Austin knows we stand together 
and support one another. It is heart-
warming to be a part of the group 
of hundreds of Brazoria County 
representatives, wearing matching 
T-shirts, converging on the capitol.

Brazoria County folks have made 
a significant impact on the legisla-
ture at each of the past 22 sessions.  
During the two days (March 6th 
and 7th) Brazoria County residents 
are in Austin, they visit key state 
representatives, senators, and state 
agencies to make sure Brazoria 
County’s important issues are com-
municated.

During the legislative session on 
March 7, Brazoria County will be for-
mally recognized in the house and 
the senate; so, the more faces they 
see in the gallery, the more effective 

our work will be in Austin.
T-shirts for attendees are being 

underwritten by Allsides Inspec-
tions and Perdue, Brandon, Fielder, 
Collins & Mott, LLP. The goodie 
bags are being sponsored by BASF 
Corporation.

Agency meetings and invitation/
issues deliveries will take place on 
Monday, March 6.  A continental 
breakfast is available to attendees 
at 8 a.m.. at the Hyatt.  The conti-
nental breakfast on Monday is being 
sponsored by Associated Credit 

(Continued on Page 5)

Angleton Chamber is having a ball

See Special pull-out Section Inside
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SO, DOES THIS MEAN I DON’T GET THE JOB? A man, who 
was interviewing for a job at an elevator maintenance firm in Yokohama, 
Japan, stole the company president’s wallet from his backpack when he 
briefly left the room. Since the thief had provided his resume, police had 
no trouble locating him.

 NOW HONEY, I CAN SEE YOU ARE UPSET: A groom was 
shocked when his secret lover showed up at his wedding in Ghana 
wearing the same dress as his bride. The mistress, attired in a white 
gown, gloves and a veil, burst into the church, grabbed a microphone 
and began shouting and screaming. As the stunned bride and wedding 
guests looked on, the groom tried to calm her down and remove her 
from the premises.

THANKS FOR THE RIDE! A man hit a deer on a rural road in Wis-
consin and loaded it into the back of his truck. He reported the accident 
to the sheriff’s department, which sent a deputy to investigate. While 
they were talking, the deer came back to life and ran off into the woods.

COME TO THINK OF IT, THEY DID LOOK SUSPICIOUS: 
Two men loaded multiple pairs of yoga pants into shopping bags in the 
Victoria’s Secret store in Spartanburg, N.C., and the left without paying. 
They were described as “feminine” with “fake eye lashes and long red 
nails,” and wearing nose rings, red sweatshirts and red sneakers.

WELL, THERE SORT OF WAS A REASON: A man turned him-
self in at the Hopatcong, N.J, police station for an outstanding warrant 
wearing a bunny costume and blowing an air horn. He continued with 
the noise for about four minutes despite being asked repeatedly to stop, 
so an officer gave him a slap in the face. The man’s brother says the 
officer struck him “for no reason.”

I’D BETTER LOOK AT THESE RIGHT AWAY … WHA!? 
A woman in Palm Harbor, Fla., apparently still angry at the man who 
divorced her nine months ago, sought revenge by distributing naked 
pictures of him on CDs to his parents and the people he works with. She 
labeled them “Requires Immediate Attention.”

I’M LATE FOR MY AUTO SAFETY CLASS: A woman crashed 
into 17 vehicles on northbound Interstate 5 in Seattle, finally stopping 
when her car became too damaged to continue her rampage. Authorities 
turned her over to mental health professionals.

YOU’RE LETTING ME GO? OK, I’LL BE LETTING SOME 
CORN GO: A Pennsylvania truck driver was transporting his goods 
through rural Nebraska when he got a text message informing him that 
he was fired. So he opened the truck’s back doors and dumped 1,000 
bushels of corn over about half a mile of the westbound side of Highway 
8.

IS THERE A PROBLEM, OFFICER? A woman was arrested in 
Perth, Australia, because she had attempted to pass her car off as a 
police cruiser by writing the word “police” on the sides of her vehicle with 
blue marker. There was also no rear license plate.

LOOKS LIKE THE POLICE ARE “COMIN” TOO: After a 
Florida high school student was arrested for bringing a loaded gun to the 
school, his friend posted a message on Instagram saying, “Watch out for 
round 2 tomorrow … We comin guns blazin.” So they locked him up as 
well.

       WANTED/DRIVERS
Owner Operators Needed! 

Freeport, TX Based In Plant 
Chemical Shuttle Drivers. Must 
have Truck.

TWIC, Haz and Tank Endorse-
ments Required. 2yrs Verifiable 
Tractor Trailer Experience. No 
more than 4 jobs in last 3 years. 
No Criminal History. Home Every 
Night, Required On-Call Rotation. 
Call Bob at 877-346-9889 or text 
email address to 704-604-4349 
to receive information and link 
to apply.

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum will offer a sneak peek into 
the collection of artifacts that hold 
the history of our area. 

On Thursday, Jan. 26, at 6:
30 p.m., the Museum will host If 
Objects Could Talk, a program that 
lets the objects do the talking. 

Curator Michael Bailey and 
Archives Manager Cindy Yell have 
gone “into the vault” and will share 
a compendium of artifacts that 
create their own narrative. Objects 
that don’t seem to fit into the same 
theme–concrete cast molds, a 
carved wooden picture frame, a 
steamboat model, and a baby 
carriage–come together to tell a 
fascinating story.

Don’t miss this step back into time 
as witnessed by the objects in the 
Museum’s collection.

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum is located at 100 East 

Cedar Angleton. Admission is 
free and light refreshments will be 
served, courtesy of H.E.B. For more 
information please call (979) 864-
1208 or follow them on Facebook.

‘If Objects Could Talk’ sneak peak at county museum 

Oskar Illgen pictured in front of the home he built in 1912. The columns 
were made using his concrete molds.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

Did you know?

BISON DEMOCRACY 
Q. When a herd of bison decide 

to move, what direction do they go 
off in? Is it a democratic decision in 
the making?

A. Actually, it seems that “Euro-
pean bison operate by majority 
rule,” says ecologist Amandine 
Ramos of the French National 
Center for Scientific Research.  
After observing a bison herd for 
three months, he concluded that 
individual bison “cast a vote” for 
the direction they’d like to take by 
orienting their bodies, as reported 
by Jason Goldman in “Scientific 
American” magazine.  

If one bison advances in the 
direction preferred by most herd 
members, the group follows. But if 
the initiator chooses a less popular 
option, the group might split up, to 
reassemble later.  

Frequent leaders, Ramos found, 
are adult females. “In essence, the 
initiator with the most votes wins 
and ends up leading most of the 
herd.”

Since bison have been known to 
raid farm crops, wildlife managers 
might use this information to outfit 
individual bison leaders with col-
lars that deliver a mild shock, thus 
effectively controlling an entire herd 

and reducing conflict.  Concludes 
Goldman: “Democracy, or at least 
a form of it, is not unique to Homo 
sapiens americanus.”

GREASY SWORDFISH
Q. Olympic swimmers shave their 

bodies for top speed, while sword-
fish use an altogether different trick.  
Got a “heads-up” on this one?

A. A new study suggests that 
swordfish grease their heads, says 
Laurel Hamers in “Science News” 
magazine.  This puts streamlined 
swordfish (“Xiphias gladius”) up 
among the fastest fish in the ocean 
at about 90 kilometers per hour (56 
mph). 

A newly discovered oil-producing 
organ tucked just behind the rapier-
like bill of the swordfish creates a 
thin layer of lubrication on the skin’s 
surface.  Scientists from the Neth-
erlands and Germany suspect that 
such lubrication combined with tiny 
scale-like structures called denticles 
work together “to make a water-
repelling surface that lets swordfish 
glide through the water with minimal 
drag” (“Journal of Experimental 
Biology”).

INFOGRAPHICS
Q. This remarkably modern idea 

was embraced by U.S. President 
Abraham Lincoln, London physician 
John Snow, and British nurse Flor-
ence Nightingale to advance social 

issues with hard facts. What was 
the idea and how was it used?

A. Scottish inventor and econo-
mist William Playfair (1759-1823), 
with a keen understanding of data 
and art, created the new discipline 
of infographics, says Clive Thomp-
son in “Smithsonian” magazine.  
Playfair seemed to intuit that the 
brain processes images more read-
ily than words, so a picture —- pie 
chart or other graphs -- really is 
worth a thousand words.

In the midst of the Civil War, 
President Lincoln utilized one of the 
country’s “most remarkable data 
visualizations: slave maps -- to 
understand the country in a new 
way —- to see where Southerners 
would be most, and least, eager to 
fight the North.”

Using infographics to help 
quash an 1854 cholera epidemic 
in London, John Snow mapped out 
disease outbreaks and noticed a 
large cluster around a particular 
water pump.  Once the pump was 
closed, the epidemic subsided.

Finally, Florence Nightingale used 
her data skills to study army mortal-
ity rates in the Crimean War. With 
her polar area chart invention, she 
showed that most soldiers had died 
not in combat but of preventable 
diseases, thereby convincing Queen 
Victoria to set up a commission to 
improve hygienic conditions in army 
hospitals. Death rates fell. “Nightin-
gale become one of the first people 
to successfully use data visualiza-
tion to influence public policy.”

(Send STRANGE ques-
tions to brothers Bill and Rich at 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

• Bill Gates has recently filed 
a patent for a concussion-sens-
ing football helmet that will alert 
coaches and medics to a player’s 
condition.

• Research shows that kids who 
are immersed in superhero culture 
are more aggressive and aren’t 
more likely to protect others from 
bullies.

• Hyundai’s logo is an abstraction 
of a client and a company represen-
tative shaking hands.

• Before it became a photo album 
site, Flickr was going to be a social 
interaction-based online game 
called “Game Neverending.”
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If you like reading The Bulletin each week, pick up an extra copy for 
a friend. Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ad.

To read us online, go to www.mybulletinonline.com

Look for us on 
Facebook

The Micajah Chapter of the Daughters of 1812 met at the Columbia 
Lakes Resort to welcome new members. This Chapter started in  
January 1980. Seated left to right: Shirley Walcik, Donna Loggins and 
Ann Phillips. Standing: Judy Johnson, Laura Otto, Tissie Schwebel, 
Dona Hatthorn, Dolyne Stevens and Bartlett Ramsey. For more 
information on membership, call Tissie Schwebel, (979) 345-3335

Daughters of 1812 welcomes new members
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

Local WIC hosting fitness, nutrition fair
Join Brazoria County WIC as they host their 6th Annual Family Fitness 

and Nutrition Fair. The Fair is hosted every year during National Nutrition 
Month and Spring Break.   

It is open to the public- fun for the whole family and free for everyone.  
Rain or Shine. It will be a fun-filled day with local nutrition and fitness 
professionals. There will be food demos, taste testings, Zumba, hands-on 
activities for the children, an inflatable obstacle course, blood pressure 
readings and more! We hope to see everyone there!

For further questions please contact us at (979)864-1576 or (281)756-
1576

Union of Texas, Ron Carter Automo-
tive Dealerships, and TranSystems 
Corporation.

Monday evening, a reception, 
hosted by Danbury Resources, Inc., 
HDR Engineering, Inc., Honda of 
Lake Jackson, and Port Freeport, 
will take place at 5:30 at the Hyatt 
Regency Austin. It is open to state 
officials and residents of Brazoria 
County.

Brazoria County Day will start at 
7:30 a.m. Tuesday morning with the 
Legislative Breakfast, sponsored 
by Freeport LNG and TDECU.  
Governor Abbott will be the fea-

tured speaker at the Legislative 
Breakfast, to be held at the Hyatt 
Regency Austin.

At 9 a.m. the Brazoria County 
contingency will converge at the 
capitol, being recognized in the 
House and then the Senate.  A 
group photo will be taken on the 
capitol lawn following recognition.

Brazoria County Day will end 
with a gathering at Fiesta Gardens 
Austin City Park.

 Elected officials, aides, and 
agency representatives all look 
forward to the warm welcome 
they receive from Brazoria County 
residents offering boat loads of 

fresh gulf shrimp, red sauce, and 
beverages. The World’s Largest 
Shrimp Cocktail is from 5 - 8 p.m., 
with shuttle service available from 
the capitol and the Hyatt Regency 
Austin. The shuttle service is being 
provided by McDonough Engineer-
ing.

CenterPoint Energy is under-
writing the cost of the park. LJA 
Engineering is sponsoring the 
koozies. Soft Drinks are provided by 
Texas-New Mexico Power Com-
pany, bottled water by Friends Of 
the River San Bernard, and beer 
by Greg Hill. The shrimp for the 
World’s Largest Shrimp Cocktail is 
being provided by The Dow Chemi-
cal Company and MEGlobal.

Many other local employers are 
contributing funds.

 For more information, please 
email (debbiep@eda-bc.com) or call 
979-848-0560.

(Continued from Page 1)

Brazoria County Day will be here before we know it
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Jesus sacrificed his life willingly for our sins
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Why didn’t Jesus flee once He knew His enemies were out to 
get Him, instead of openly appearing in public and almost daring 
them to arrest Him? This has always puzzled me. - S.B.

A: Almost from the beginning of His public ministry, Jesus encountered 
opposition, and eventually it led to His death. However, during those years 
He did evade His enemies, because He knew it wasn’t God’s time for Him 
to die. On one occasion, He told His disciples, “My time has not yet fully 
come” (John 7:8).

Why, then, didn’t He flee during those final days? The reason is simple: 
He knew the time had come for Him to die. His death, however, would be 
no ordinary death, because through His death He would become the final 
and complete sacrifice for our sins. Jesus didn’t come into the world by 
accident, nor did He die by accident. He came into the world according to 
God’s plan, and His purpose was to provide the way for us to be saved.

You see, only one thing separates us from God, and that is our sin. Our 
greatest need, therefore, is to have our sins forgiven and cleansed, but 
how is this possible? The only way is for God to do it, and He made this 
possible by sending His Son into the world to die for us. The Bible says, 
“This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1 John 4:10).

During this Easter season, may you face honestly your own need for 
God’s forgiveness. Then may you turn to Christ and by faith trust Him 
alone for your salvation.

that Thomas Jefferson and John 
Adams each died on the 50th anni-
versary of the day they signed the 
Declaration of Independence; and 
maybe even that C. S. Lewis died 

on the same day President Kennedy 
was assassinated.

Not knowing such stuff won’t 
likely be detrimental to people not 
afflicted with historybuffitis, unless 
they find themselves in a hot game 

of Trivial Pursuit or as a contestant 
on Jeopardy.  But the fact that you 
know them gives you a more solid 
footing in a society that is increas-
ingly losing interest in things intel-
lectual.

But you should know that if you 
do indeed have this disease, you’re 
in the minority. In fact, you might 
even be an endangered species.

Historian David McCullough was 
interviewed on “60 Minutes” a few 
years ago. (By the way, you watch 
programs like “60 Minutes” also, 
in case a smidgen of history pops 
up there or, more likely, in case 
there’s a report about the past being 
reinvented yet again, perhaps a 
new brand of genocide or prejudice, 
or maybe that old devil Tyranny 
rearing its ugly head and grinding 
the masses beneath its mighty feet.  
You, having historybuffitis, probably 
saw these things coming.)

And the reason most folks didn’t 
is why David McCullough was on 
“60 Minutes.”  The Pulitzer Prize 
winning author of John Adams and 
several other masterpieces is quite 
vocal these days about what he 
sees as a national problem: that 
with each passing generation we’re 
becoming more and more histori-
cally illiterate.

When looking for the root cause 
of the predicament, there’s several 
likely candidates:  Not enough dedi-
cated history teachers who actually 
love their subject and want to share 
it, and far too many who spew out 
only the dusty facts that will be on a 
standardized test; Too many parents 
who don’t read or encourage their 
children to; Too many people who 
don’t give a flip about how we got 
here but are obstinately unhappy 
with where we are.

In that interview, McCullough said 
he was saddened, but not surprised, 
that a college student recently told 
him that she’d never known until 
hearing his speech that the 13 origi-
nal colonies were on the east coast.

What better proof is there that 
we need an epidemic, better yet,  
a plague, of historybuffitis to run 
rampant?

Read with your kids; take them 
to a museum; watch a documentary 
with them.  You may even enjoy 
such doings, and you might just 
kindle a spark in your children that 
will burn brightly the rest of their 
lives.

A college student not knowing 
that the thirteen original colonies 
weren’t on the east coast bodes ill 
for the future.  And it’s a good thing 
that the alarm is being sounded by 

people like David McCullough, like a 
modern day Paul Revere.

Oh, I forgot to mention that if you 
have historybuffitis you tend to slip 
historical allusions into your meta-
phors and similes.

Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith.word
press.com. He is the author of “Weiter’s 
Digest’s Write Great Fiction: Description 
& Setting,” and nine other books of fiction 
and nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

If you think you are experiencing Historybuffitis, read on
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The Angleton Chamber presents the...
Angleton Chamber of Commerce Special Section Page 1
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Grab your mask and mark your calendars 
for Friday, January 27, because you don’t 
want to miss the 2017 Heritage Gala. This is 
the premier event of the Greater Angleton 
Chamber of Commerce that celebrates the 
success of 2016 with a focus on what is yet to 
come for The Chamber and the community.
The masquerade-themed party starts at 6 

p.m. at the Brazoria County Fairgrounds and 
promises to be an evening to remember. The 
gala is a great opportunity for socializing.  
Delicious food, exciting auctions and great 
recognition are all on the agenda.  
We are expecting over 350 business and 

community leaders. Call the chamber now to 
reserve your tickets or for more information 
on how you can receive more exposure 
for your business/organization. It will be 
a BEAUTIFUL night as we “Unmask the 
Possibility!”

Angleton Chamber puts on the Masquerade Heritage Gala Jan. 27 at fairgrounds
Angleton Chamber of Commerce Special Section Page 2
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT US AT 

WWW.MSRHOUSTON.COM
OR CONTACT KURT AT 832-472-3510

TEAM
BUILDING

CORPORATE 
EVENTS

SAFETY
TRAINING

Memories of 2016 
Heritage Gala

Angleton Chamber of Commerce Special Section Page 3



Page 10  THE BULLETIN  January 24, 2017    (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

2017 Board 
Members:

Jeff Bilyeu
Belinda Gaines
Justin Gilbert
Michael 
Washburn
Brent Brothers
Chris 
Christensen
Gabriella Cone
Robin Crouch
Angela  Dees
Mark  Holian
Lucille Maes
Rod Powell
James Rogerson
Dr. Ron Slate
David Spence

 Leadership 2017
Leadership Angleton is designed to promote and foster the devel-

opment of community leaders for the Angleton Area by acquainting 
program participants with the area’s assets, needs, and opportunities. 

This program provides a forum to discuss community challenges 
with representatives from the Angleton Area by providing an aware-
ness of the continuous growth of the Angleton Area, 

Leadership Angleton strives to stimulate leadership skills and moti-
vate participants to choose an area of interest for active involvement 
upon graduation from the program. The ultimate goal of this program 
is to build community leaders for today and tomorrow.

The Leadership 2017 members are: Elizabeth Wilson; Tim Taylor; 
Kaysie Stewart; Travis Smith; Holly Schroeder Adams; Roxanna 
Reed; Lance Olshovsky; Mike Norris; Katrina Lambrecht; Shane  
Jennings; Wendy Irwin; Kevin Holder; David Guerrero Jr.; Belinda 
Gaines; Kris DeVries; Gabriella Cone; Patrick Beale; Anne Bartlett; 
Antonio Alvarez; Anne Allstott; and Michele Allison

To find out more about this and other Angleton Chamber programs 
and events, go to www.angletonchamber.org, or call (979) 849-4520.

Angleton Chamber of Commerce Special Section Page 4



The Brazoria Heritage Foundation and the Brazoria 
Historical Commission is sponsoring the dedication of a 
marker to Dr. Sofie Herzog on Feb. 4 at 3:30 p.m. at the 
Old Town Park, 1001 North Market Street.

  Rep. Dennis Bonnen and Mayor Bobbie Jo Newell 
will speak. For more information, please call Bob 
Schwebel at (979) 236-0241.

Dr. Sofie Herzog was born in Vienna, Austria, on Feb. 
4, 1846. In February of 1895 or 1896, Dr. Herzog fol-

lowed her youngest surviving daughter and her young grandson to Brazoria.
The Brazoria ladies were shocked to see a woman doctor who wore a 

split skirt, rode horseback like a man, and wore a mannish, wife-brim hat 
over short, curly hair. To her delight, she quickly became the main topic of 
conversation in town.

According to newspapers articles during her lifetime, she was the first 
woman railroad surgeon for a major railroad in the world. Dr. Herzog died 
July 21, 1925, and is buried in the Catholic Cemetery in Brazoria.

Please tell our advertisers that 
you saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Who says you don’t mess 
with Texas?

That state’s 12 FBS teams 
went a combined 65-85 this past 
season — including 1-5 in bowl 
games.

High-caliber player
Alabama defensive end Dakota 

Ball missed the Tide’s CFP 
games after blowing off his index 
finger in a hunting accident.

On the plus side, Ball shot up 
to No. 1 on the New York Giants’ 
draft board.

One for the rodent
Amherst College is ditching its 

Lord Jeffs mascot — and among 
the 30 possible replacements is 
“Hamsters.”

Well, that’s one way to be the 
big wheel on campus.

Stat of the Week
From ESPN: Before blowing a 

93-83 lead with 2:29 left against 
the 76ers, the Knicks were 372-0 
with a 10-point lead in the final 
three minutes of the fourth quar-
ter over the past 20 seasons.

Going green
An Uber driver in New York 

videotaped himself making 236 
consecutive green lights without 
having to stop.

And you thought the UConn 
women’s 90-game win streak is 
impressive?

Watch your wallet
NFL bust Johnny Manziel will 

be signing autographs and posing 
for pictures with fans in Houston 
in the week leading up to the 
Super Bowl, with charges ranging 
from $50 to $128.

No word on whether each 
signed photo comes with a com-
plimentary sucker.

How dry I am
Forty-two percent of California 

is now drought-free, according to 
the latest reports.

The other 58 percent, you’d 
have to assume, still includes the 
Rams and 49ers.

Mark your calendars
Not that Alabama takes its 

football seriously or anything, 
but the team’s official website is 
already sporting a live countdown 
to kickoff — of the Tide’s spring 
game.

Marker dedication to honor Brazoria doctor
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Request an ID from
5 Classic milk flavoring
10 Degs. for choreographers
14 Yours, to Yves
15 One making a leaf pile
16 Wild speech
17 Key collection of records
19 Command to Fido
20 Trophy
21 Slyly suggest

23 Religious offense
24 Common “terrible twos” 
responses
26 Quiet time
27 Canadian crooner with four 
Grammys
32 Came out with
35 Protein-rich beans
36 Sushi fish
37 Scratching post users
38 Peeper

39 “Divergent” heroine __ Prior
40 Uplifting wear
41 Oil magnate Halliburton
43 Feared African fly
45 Telltale white line
48 Home to Sean O’Casey
49 Take to court
50 Buzzy body
53 Aspiring rock star’s submissions
57 Mineral used in water softening
59 Dr. Seuss’ “If __ the Circus”
60 Not even close to an agreement 
... or, literally, what 17-, 27- and 45-
Across have in common
62 Like some beers
63 Visually teasing genre
64 Continuously
65 Creepy look
66 Smallville family
67 Zilch

DOWN
1 Tent sites
2 Centipede video game creator
3 Pitcher’s gripping aid
4 Ding-a-ling
5 “Close the window!”
6 Like a boor
7 Crispy fried chicken part
8 Cartoon collectibles
9 “No Spin Zone” newsman
10 Enterprise helmsman, to Kirk
11 “Hey hey hey!” toon
12 Gross subj.?
13 38-Across sore
18 Counting word in a rhyme
22 Well-worn pencils
25 Med. condition with repetitive 
behavior
27 Conservatory subj.
28 So far
29 Fair-hiring initials
30 Flowery rings
31 Ultimatum ender
32 Long-range nuke
33 Rani’s wrap
34 Deadlock
38 Aboveground trains
39 Golf gadget
41 Exude
42 Go wild
43 Ft. Worth campus
44 Queen of __: noted visitor of 
King Solomon
46 Copenhagen coins
47 State as fact
50 Cry to a prima donna
51 Dog-__: folded at the corner
52 Spare
53 Pickle herb
54 Albany-to-Buffalo canal
55 Water carrier
56 Spirited style
58 Major tennis event
61 MD and ME, e.g.
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
HELIUM  RADIUM  IODINE  NICKEL  SILVER  SODIUM  COPPER
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: BYLAW  FAITH  PENURY  RENEGE
Answer: When his son helped with the broken window, the doctor got -- “PANE” RELIEF

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You have the ability 
to rock even as you shock. Focus on the latest tech-
nology and most advanced ideas. You may become 
frustrated by mundane tasks and routines in the 
week to come.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Wait for it. You may 
be blessed by an almost magical ability to execute 
some shrewd business and financial plans in the 
middle of the week. A partner might have some 
excellent ideas.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You might be thrown 
into contact with deceptive people or frustrating situ-
ations as this week unfolds. Monday is the best day 
to ask for advice or feedback to sort the wheat from 
chaff.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Friends and 
group activities could dominate the week ahead. 
You appear friendly and approachable so may be 
bombarded by distracting conversations. A partner 
shares your goals.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Building blocks can be 
cemented by friendships. As this week goes by, you 
might meet people who share your interests and 
ideas. Get some feedback about how to reach busi-
ness and financial goals.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Think ahead. In the 
beginning of the week you might be impressed by 
someone or something that is merely a passing 

whim. Put your faith in people who have proved them-
selves trustworthy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Exercise good judgment 
and tactfulness. It is much too easy to get caught up in 
a wild goose chase in the week ahead. A partner will not 
be able to accept suggestions or criticisms gracefully.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Hold your piggy bank 
close to your chest. In the week ahead there may be 
several situations that could prove costly. Don’t spend 
your hard earned cents unless it reflects sound business 
sense.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Your heroes 
might prove to be zeros. In the week ahead, you might 
be challenged to differentiate between the worthwhile 
and misleading. Remain in focus to achieve meaningful 
goals.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You may be called 
upon to navigate social functions and distracted from 
what is really important. There may be an excellent 
opportunity mid-week to make a money making idea fly.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Every nickel counts. 
There may be an opportunity to improve your financial 
situation this week. You must carefully weigh the added 
responsibilities and avoid long term debt loads.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): There may be oppor-
tunities to showcase your talents this week. Yet if you 
accept new responsibilities they may stretch your talents 
too far. Get advice before accepting new obligations.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Jan. 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1556, an earthquake in Shansi 
Province, China, killed about 
830,000 people. In 1973, President 
Nixon announced an accord to end 
the Vietnam War.

Jan. 24: ON THIS DATE 1848, 
sawmill builder James Wilson 
Marshall’s find of gold in a branch of 
the Sacramento River near Coloma, 
Calif., touched off the California 
Gold Rush. In 1965, Sir Winston 
Churchill, the iconic former British 
prime minister, died at age 90.

Jan. 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1919, the League of Nations was 
founded. In 1971, Charles Manson 
and three female followers were 
found guilty of murder and conspir-

acy in the 1969 slayings of seven 
people, including actress Sharon 
Tate.

Jan. 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1951, President Truman ordered 
wages and prices frozen in an 
attempt to curb inflation. In 1962, 
the dance craze known as the Twist 
was banned in Catholic schools.

Jan. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1880, Thomas Edison patented 
his electric incandescent lamp. In 
1913, American athlete Jim Thorpe 
was stripped of his 1912 Olympic 
gold medals because he had briefly 
played professional baseball. The 
medals were restored posthu-
mously nearly 60 years later.

Jan. 28: ON THIS DATE in 

1956, Elvis Presley made his first 
national television appearance on 
“The Dorsey Brothers Show.” In 
1986, space shuttle Challenger 
blew up 73 seconds after liftoff from 
Kennedy Space Center, killing all 
seven crew members, including 
teacher Christa McAuliffe, the first 
civilian who was to be sent into 
space.

Jan. 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1886, the first successful gasoline-
powered automobile was patented 
by Karl Benz of Germany. In 1936, 
the Baseball Hall of Fame elected 
its first members: Babe Ruth, 
Honus Wagner, Walter Johnson, 
Christy Mathewson and Ty Cobb.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1862, 
Union Gen. George McClellan 
ignored President Lincoln’s order 
to mount a fresh offensive in the 
Civil War. He later was sacked and 
replaced.

This week’s question: Who 
was the former president who 
resigned as chief justice of the 
United States in 1930?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?

BOLTS & NUTS                                                                      By Sean Galvin

WEEKLY GEOGRAPHY QUIZ
What is the nickname for Alaska?

Answer: The Last Frontier. The 49th state, it’s our largest and most 
remote.

Capital: Juneau; Statehood granted: Jan. 3, 1959; Population: 736,732 
(2014); State bird: Willow ptarmigan; Governor: Bill Walker (I)

• Kikkoman—the best-selling soy sauce brand in the world—was founded 
in the early 1600s by Shige Maki, the wife of a slain samurai warrior.

• The “Squirrel Hospital” at Colorado’s Greenwood Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center rehabilitates injured and orphaned wild squirrels.

• Virginia man Nick Stafford wheelbarrowed 1,600 pounds of pennies into 
his local DMV to pay the sales tax on his two new vehicles.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Indian education minister Vasudev Devnani fully believes that cows 
exhale oxygen.

• Birds don’t fart because the bacteria in their guts don’t produce gasses 
that need to be expelled.

• According to a study, coffee may fight the inflammation that comes with 
aging, thus preventing many cardiovascular problems.

• Between 2013 and 2014, U.S. public schools suspended 2.8 million 
kids—more than double the suspension rates of the 1970s.

• Ten years before Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated, a woman 
plunged a seven-inch letter opener into his chest at a book signing.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    January 24, 2017   THE BULLETIN  Page 15

model that was user-friendly, I 
replied.

But it does come with a price. 
The van’s four-cylinder engine gets 
horrible mileage because of the old 
design and three-speed transmis-
sion. To counteract that, Dodge 
decided to equip it with a 20-gallon 
gas tank, so that I don’t have to stop 
every two hours to fuel up.

But back then, we didn’t worry 
much about having to pay a lot of 
money for gas. I never really bought 
a car in those days based on how 
efficient it was. My used Skylark got 
9 miles-per-gallon, but it had the 
main quality I needed as a teenager 
– it was cheap.

Not cheaply made, but cheap, 
as in I could afford to buy it many 
years after it first rolled out of the 
showroom.

It didn’t have all those sensors 
that fail and take $200 to replace, or 
all that anti-pollution stuff that took 
away from its power (much like the 
Volkswagen diesels before they got 
caught cheating).

When I got a flat tire, I didn’t have 
to be told about it by a sensor. I just 
felt it. Before a long trip, I made sure 
that the tires were in good shape 
and properly inflated.

No screen in the dash, no 
rearview camera (which would have 
been useful), no Bluetooth hookup 
(because we didn’t know back then 
what that was).

My Buick had roll-down windows 
and an AM radio. It also had those 
little triangle side windows that 
never were opened. I had no idea 
what purpose they served.

We continued to marvel at the 
engine of my relative’s car. It was all 

neat, organized, covered nicely, no 
wires creeping and crawling around 
the edges or dangling somewhere.

“How do you work on that?” I 
asked.

He does some work himself, but 
takes the car to the repair shop 
for most problems. And he  is a lot 

more car savvy than me. 
For the most part, you put the car 

in drive and press on the accelera-
tor, no matter how old or new it is. 
The rest of the stuff is just there to 
break and get repaired. I just want 
to get from Point A to Point B.

Wait, I’m stuck. Where is the 

parking brake release?
I’m Googling it. Put the car in 

drive, and the brake releases auto-
matically.

That’s just too fancy. There it 
goes, just like Google said. Now, 
where is that AM radio? I need to 
listen to some sports talk.

(Continued from Page 1)

I used to be able to work on my cars many years ago, before they turned into computers on wheels

Tax return deadline extended to April 18 because of holiday
By Erin Arvedlund
The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

The IRS will begin accepting 
2016 tax returns on Jan. 23, and 
this year’s deadline is April 18 — not 
15 — because the deadline arrives 
on a weekend, and is followed by 
the Emancipation Day holiday in 
Washington.

Expect delays in your 2017 
refund — due to holidays for Presi-

dents’ Day on Feb. 20 and process-
ing times for the federal government 
and banks. The IRS, for instance, 
instituted some antifraud measures 
that may delay millions of refunds 
until Feb. 27, more than a month 
after tax-filing season opens, the 
agency said.

If you’re checking for an esti-
mated refund date, you can use 
the agency’s online “Where’s My 

Refund?” tool — located at IRS.gov/
refunds — anytime after Feb. 15.

Anyone who claims the earned 
income tax credit or the additional 
child tax credit will likely have their 
refund held until at least Feb. 15.

IRS Commissioner John Koski-
nen said that taxpayers who file 
electronically with their own tax 
software need to have last year’s 
return handy.
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February 4
February 18
9am - 3pm

Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class, such 
as Stand-Up Defensive Driving, 
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certificate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for more infor-
mation and to make a resevation.

 Our classes are held in the first-
floor meeting room of Candlewood 
Suites, which is located at 506 E. 
Hwy. 332 in Lake Jackson.

Brazoria County Master 
Gardeners Association and Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension – Brazoria 
County presents Texas Master 
Gardener training on Jan. 26 
– March 30, 2017, from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at Brazoria Environmental 
Education Station (B.E.E.S.), 585 
CR 443, Angleton, TX.

The Texas Master Gardener 
program provides in-depth training 
to dedicated volunteers to promote 
sustainable horticultural practices 
and increase plant knowledge to 
Brazoria County communities and 
businesses. 

The training is a 10-week 
course instructed by experts 
in topic areas such as lawn 

care, insect, disease and weed 
management, soils, vegetable 
gardening and home fruit produc-
tion, water conservation as well 
as plant propagation. Participants 
become certified Master Garden-
ers after they have completed the 
training course and fulfilled their 
volunteer commitment. Master 
Gardeners take pride in grow-
ing their plant-based knowledge 
to make a positive contribution 
within their community. For more 
information and to register, browse 
online: http://txmg.org/brazoria/. 

Sponsored by: Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service – Bra-
zoria County and Brazoria County 
Master Gardeners Association

Master Gardener training Jan. 26AARP volunteers to help with tax preparation
It’s tax preparation time again, and the AARP is placing volunteers Free-

port, Brazoria, Angleton and Lake Jackson. Emphasis is on those 60 years 
old or older, but the help is available  to low- and moderate-income residents 
of all age groups.

Monday: AARP Tax-Aide:  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Freeport Library, 410 
Brazosport Blvd., Freeport through April 10. 

 Volunteers will help prepare and file income tax returns for low- to moder-
ate-income taxpayers of all ages with a special emphasis on those 60 and 
older.  

It is not necessary to be an AARP member.  Bring Social Security cards 
for everyone listed on the return, photo identification, any 1095-A  forms 
received from Marketplace health insurance companies, and all income infor-
mation including last year’s return if available. It’s free. Questions? Call (979) 
341-9322.

Other days and locations: 
Tuesday: AARP Tax-Aide:  1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Brazoria Library, 620 S. 

Broad, Brazoria through April 11.
Wednesday: AARP Tax-Aide:  1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Angleton Library, 401 

E. Cedar, Angleton through April 12.
Thursday: AARP Tax-Aide:  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Lake Jackson Library, 

250 Circle Way, Lake Jackson through April 13.


