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Why I’m ready BrazCon Teen Comic Convention returns to Manvel HS Now, what
to buy a gun
was I going to
write about
sleeping?

By Christine Flowers
Special to The Bulletin

I’d need a permit. And lessons on
how to shoot, a place to keep it safe,
and a way to overcome the fear that
I’d shoot myself.
I’m not a natural gun owner. I’m
more likely to be holding a knitting
needle than a Glock - but recent
events have made me rethink
my natural aversion to weapons,
an aversion that has nothing to
do with philosophical opposition
and everything to do with my own
physical incompetence. I’m the
one they picked last for all the
intramural sports in grade school
because I have the precision vision
of Mr. Magoo and could trip over a
non-existent wire. If my life were a
western movie, it’d be called “Have
Gun, Will Unravel.”
But it’s time to take my life into my
own hands, forget about all of the
anti-gun rhetoric that I hear bandied
about by those who exploit tragedy
for their own political purposes,
and make 2019 the year that I stop
expecting others to look out for me.
It seems that we’ve become a
society where criminals and alleged
criminals are given an outsized
amount of sympathy. Even President
Trump just touted his criminal justice

(Continued on Page 7)
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“Holy mechanical marvel,
Batman.” The 1966 Batmobile from
the TV series will make an appearance at BrazCon Teen Comic
Convention & Geek-fest this year.
This free event for kids ages 1018 (and their families) is coming to
Brazoria County on Feb. 23, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Manvel High
School, 19601 Highway 6.
Once again, the Brazoria County
Library System Foundation and
library Friends groups around the

SEE PAGE 16

registration, freebies and vendor
shopping. Sessions and activities
will begin at 9:30 a.m.
Tickets are required for this
free event and are available at
www.Eventbrite.com.
For more information go to http:
//bcls.lib.tx.us/brazcon.
With more than 70 sessions,
workshops and crafting activities
inspired by anime, comics, manga,
fiction and popular culture, this year

(Continued on Page 8)

How I made the transition from an active lifestyle to wheelchair
By Ernie Williamson
Special to The Bulletin

Seven years ago I was working
full time, playing tennis almost
daily and planning an active retirement.
I had all the bases covered, or
so I thought. I didn’t smoke, didn’t
drink, ate healthy, watched my
weight and even suffered through
annual physicals, including that
dreaded prostate exam.
Today, thanks to a rare neurological disorder I had never heard
of, I am a paraplegic.
I no longer work, don’t play

How you can help
remove abandoned
crab traps from our
county waterways
If you want to save a piece of the
environment, the Brazoria County
Parks Department is looking for
volunteers to fnd and remove abandoned crab traps from waterways.
Turn to Page 10 for details.

SEE PAGE 5

An evening with
Ronnie Martin at
The Clarion

county will help provide bus transportation from area schools.
For more information, contact
Stephanie Williamson at Brazoria
County Library System (stephaniew
@bcls.lib.tx.us).
BrazCon is sponsored by Brazoria
County Library System, Alvin ISD,
and Communities in Schools-Texas
Joint Venture and made possible
with donations from area businesses
and corporations.
Doors will open at 8:45 for

Feb. 2

tennis and my active retirement
consists mostly of rolling around in a
wheelchair.

The View from My Seat

Don’t worry. I am not writing
this to gain sympathy or start a
GoFundMe page. My goal is to
introduce myself and to alert fellow
Brazoria County residents that this
newspaper has given me the opportunity to write a column that gives a
voice to the disabled, their families
and their caregivers.
I am not a doctor, therapist or
psychiatrist. You won’t be getting

medical or therapy advice from
me.
I am simply a victim of transverse myelitis who has been on
a 7-year journey through a world
filled with neurologists, insurance
companies, wheelchair companies, adaptive vehicle dealers,
physical therapists, 4-hour MRIs,
deductibles and pharmacies. I
have been there and done that.
Most disabled persons have
more than enough doctors. What
we often don’t have is a place to
share our frustrations, discuss our

(Continued on Page 4)

By John Toth

Editor and Publisher

I write things down all the time to
make sure they get done, and I don’t
forget them. I make notes to myself,
and when the task is completed, I
cross them off.
I do it with a Sharpie and make
a nice, neat
line across the
words, taking
some pride in the
task’s successful
completion.
This mental
safety net is
RAMBLINGS extra useful
in newspaper
production. I do dozens of different
things at once as I piece together
each weekly jigsaw puzzle. I learned
the hard way, when a bunch of ads
failed to make it on a page after I
moved things around. The more a
mistake costs, the faster I learn.
Several days ago, late at night, I
wrote the word “sleep” on a piece of
paper. It was a column idea, and I
was certain that this one word would
jolt my memory about the topic I
planned to present to our readers in
the coming weeks.
Well, when I looked at it on my
column writing day, the word meant
nothing. I have no idea what the
significance of the word was, nor the
topics I planned to cover.
This comes with old age, you
say? Not exactly. I have been doing
it ever since I can remember, even
in my younger days. That’s why I
make lists all the time. It also comes
in handy when shopping, although

(Continued on Page 6)
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distinction goes to the HyperAdapt
1.0 multipurpose shoe that dropped
in October 2017.) However, the
Future Part II” a viable option for
Nike Adapt BB is the first designed
those who pound the parquet for
specifically for the performance
their paycheck — and the general
needs of the professional basketball
sneaker-buying public.
player. And, with a price tag of $350
The Nike Adapt BB isn’t the first
vs. the HyperAdapt’s $720, the new
self-lacing shoe to be offered by the
shoe seems designed with more
Beaverton, Ore., company. (That
consumers’ wallets in mind.
“We picked basketball as the
first sport for Nike Adapt intentionally because of the demands that
athletes put on their shoes,” said

Self-lacing sneaker has a hefty price
By Adam Tschorn

Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Nike officially unveiled a basketball version of its power-lacing
sneaker Tuesday, Jan. 15, making
the once fantastical technology
seen in the 1989 film “Back to the

O.K., SO NOW I SEE THE PROBLEM: A driver was spotted
swerving through traffic on I-95 in Miami, and was so drunk that he didn’t
realize that his two right-side tires were missing. A woman finally pulled
in front of him and boxed him in, forcing him to stop. He told her that he
did notice that his brakes weren’t working very well.
NOW WE’RE WAITING FOR THE FULL MOON: Wildlife
officials in the city of Airdrie, Alberta, are searching for a coyote that
attacked a six-year-old boy at a light festival in Nose Creek Park. The
child’s snowsuit protected him from injury, but his mother said, “He is a
bit upset he has not turned into a werewolf yet.”
GO AHEAD, MAKE OUR DAY: Two thieves, who stole 4 nail guns
from a store in Marysville, Wash., were confronted in the parking lot by
no fewer than 7 customers armed with handguns who surrounded their
getaway car. As the thieves tried to drive away, the customers shot out
two of their tires.
THAT SHOULD GET HIM TO TAKE YOU BACK: A 55-yearold woman got very upset that her boyfriend broke up with her, so she
posted obscene photographs of him on the fence outside the Chandler,
Ariz., elementary school where his children are students.
IS THAT YOU, LUDVIG? An armed man robbed a bank on the
northernmost settlement in the world, a remote Arctic island in the
Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard. The heist took place in the capital,
Longyearbyen, which has only 2,000 residents, all of whom know each
other, so it didn’t take long for the cops to arrest him.
AND THAT DIDN’T SOUND SUSPICIOUS TO YOU, MA’AM?
Police in Mount Pleasant, Wisc., asked a woman why she didn’t stop
immediately when they came up behind her and activated their lights
and siren. She said that her male passenger – who ran from her car as
soon as she stopped – encouraged her to flee. She also said that she
didn’t know who he was, just that he was a stranger who had paid her $5
to give him a ride home.
HEY, A GIRL’S GOTTA’ MAKE A LIVING: A woman was
arrested in a raid in Daytona Beach, Fla., and charged with solicitation
as a lady of the night for the third time. She is 61 years old.
SO YOU’VE GOT NO EVIDENCE NOW; CAN I GO? A woman
who was arrested for drunken driving was taken to police headquarters
in Saugerties, N.Y., and, while in the booking room, she grabbed a
breathalyzer instrument, worth more than $20,000, and slammed it to the
floor, shattering it.
WE’LL LET THE FAMILY SETTLE THIS AMONG THEMSELVES: A 7-year-old boy in Ontario called 911 to complain to police
that he had received snow pants as a Christmas gift and he did not like
it. Officers were not dispatched to the scene to investigate.
DUDE, I AM SOOO BAKED: A Canada goose and a Ring-billed
Gull imbibed some of the hundreds of pills they found on the ground
in Huntington Beach, Calif. They immediately showed symptoms of an
overdose, walking slowly, their necks lowered and eyes barely open.
Then one passed out, falling flat on its back, its legs splayed in the air.

–HELP WANTED–
Now hiring day and
evening cashiers, cooks.
Apply in person at:
Texas Style Burgers
100 Brazos St., Brazoria
(979) 798-9101

ABOUT US

Published since July 4, 1994

Publishers
John Toth

john.bulletin@gmail.com

Sharon Toth

sharon.bulletin@gmail.com

Advertising/Marketing
Director
Stephanie Johnson

stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com

THE BULLETIN is distributed each Tuesday by J&S
Communications, Inc.. E-mail
letters and press releases to
john.bulletin@gmail.com. For
advertising information, call
(979) 849-5407. Advertising
and news release deadline is
5 p.m. on Tuesday.
Our 25th year of publishing!

Nike director of innovation Eric
Avar in announcing the sneaker.
“During a normal basketball game,
the athlete’s foot changes. And the
ability to quickly change your fit by

loosening your shoe to increase
blood flow and then tighten again for
performance is a key element that
we believe will improve the athlete’s
experience.”

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
TECHNOLOGY AND LANGUAGE
Q. The United Nations has
declared 2019 the “International
Year of Indigenous Languages.”
What is its purpose, and what role
does technology have here?
A. People use language to
preserve their history, customs and
traditions, memory and more, yet
languages are becoming extinct
at an alarming rate, says Stephen
Iraraki in “Forbes” magazine. Enter
artificial intelligence (AI), which is
becoming “more important than
ever in the fight to save endangered
languages.”
Jason Lovell, for example, cofounded a Facebook Messenger
chatbox “Reobot” powered by IBM
Watson AI that understands “te reo
Maori,” New Zealand’s indigenous
language, and answers users in
both that language and English.
Soon, pronunciation help will let
learners converse in te reo Maori
wherever they are during the day.
Also, a team of researchers
has developed Opie, a low-cost,
easily transportable robot to teach
Australia’s indigenous languages to
children living in remote communities. And, working with Google,
the team has developed machine-

learning technology to transcribe
and build AI models for indigenous
languages.
Additionally, First People’s Cultural Council, working to revitalize
indigenous languages and culture in
British Columbia, has created a First
Voices platform with a keyboard app
so that users can type in over 100
indigenous languages on any app in
their mobile devices.
What’s next? “Futurist Thomas
Fey envisions a global language
archive as a living museum, ‘The
Louvre of Languages,’ where even
extinct languages can be learned.”
TASMANIAN GRAND CANYON
Q. What is the possible link
between Arizona’s Grand Canyon
and Tasmanian rocks in Australia?
And how might it help solve an
ancient geological jigsaw puzzle?
A. “To peer into the Grand
Canyon is to behold, in the rock
layers, a record of Earth’s distant
past,” says Lucas Joel in “New Scientist” magazine. Of special interest
to Australian geologist Jack Mulder
are the most ancient layers in the
sequence — rocks some 1.2 billion
years old that look just like similarly
ancient rocks in Tasmania. Further
study has shown that these rocks
“contain minerals with the same
‘geochemical fingerprint’ as those in
the Grand Canyon,” suggesting that
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Tasmania must have been attached
to the western United States at one
time in the distant past.
Now more on the puzzle: About a
billion years ago, all of Earth’s continental plates formed a single supercontinent called Rodinia, but it’s
been difficult to discern how today’s
continents would have fit together,
given the enormous time lapse. The
critical clue: The Tasmanian discovery provides “clear evidence that
North America and Australia were
linked together at the time.”
GUESS THE BIRD
Q. They loom large in pop culture
but were once even physically
bigger, with several extinct species
the size of a 200-pound human.
They reside largely in the Southern
Hemisphere — the southern African
coastlines, the rocky beaches of
Chile and Peru, New Zealand’s
South Island — though two species
call Antarctica home. Their name
may have derived from the Welsh
word for “white head.” Can you
name those birds?
A. They’re penguins, of course,
and regardless of size, all of them
have the same body features, with
wings that have evolved into flippers and dense bones to counter
buoyancy, says Gemma Tarlach in
“Discover” magazine.
Their feathers are uniquely
adapted for swimming in chilly water,
but unlike other birds that undergo
gradual molting, penguins experience “catastrophic” molting in which
their old feathers are rapidly lost and
replaced. The speed is important
because, “during this weekslong
transition, the birds’ coats are not
waterproof, and they must stay on
land, going hungry.” (So beforehand, penguins head far out to sea
and eat, putting on as much weight
as they can.)
As to their name, reportedly a
16th-century Welsh sailor noticed a
black-and-white aquatic bird as his
ship was exploring South America’s
Strait of Magellan. Thinking it resembled a giant auk, he called it a “pen
gwyn,” (“white head”), the Welsh
name for the giant bird. But he was
mistaken. And although the auk
went extinct in the mid-19th century,
the name “penguin” now denotes a
completely unrelated bird.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin
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Rolls-Royce rolls out luxury SUV, but it’s a little pricey
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Cynics snickered when RollsRoyce Motor Co. announced in
2015 that it would build a luxury
SUV. They snickered a little more
when the fabled English car company said the SUV would be named
Cullinan, after the world’s largest

gem-quality diamond, and would
cost more than $300,000.
An all-season, off-road, ultraluxury SUV? From Rolls-Royce?
Called what? And for more money
than most Americans paid for their
houses? Ridiculous!
Keep snickering. The 2019 Rolls-

Royce Cullinan is here, and it is
ridiculous. And rather wonderful.
Tipping the scales at an elephantine 5,984 pounds, propelled by a
massive 6.75-liter V-12 twin-turbo
engine, the Cullinan looks like what
Rolls-Royce says it is: “The world’s
first super-luxury all-terrain SUV.”

My life in a wheelchair came with many obstacles, challenges
(Continued from Page 1)

daily challenges, compare notes or
just plain vent.
It is my hope this column will
provide that place.
As mentioned I am no expert,
but like many of you I have learned
through trial and error to cope with
my disability.
I have learned to dress myself,
but I know it took many shoes being
thrown across the room in frustration before I mastered the process.
I have learned to bathe myself,
although at one point it was such
a difficult and time-consuming task
that I resorted to simply using a
garden hose in the backyard. That
ended come that first winter.
I have learned to perform wheelies in my chair in order to overcome
bumps in the road, but I have also
learned I can’t visit some friends
because their homes don’t accommodate my chair.
I have learned to drive using

hand controls, but I have also
learned that being able to drive
doesn’t mean you will find a vacant
handicap parking space awaiting
you at your destination.
Most of all, I have learned there
is always someone worse off than
you.
It is my hope to become more of
a moderator than a columnist. I will
write about my life in a wheelchair,
but only to provoke discussion,

inspire action or offer encouragement through examples. I want to
include your stories about the challenges you have overcome and the
obstacles still in front of you.
We all might not defeat our disability, but hopefully, together we
can at least fight it to a draw.
Let me hear from you.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com)
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County Museum plans program on Mexican Colonial Strirrups
There are an assortment of
unique items in the Brazoria County
Historical Museum’s collection,
some of which are brass stirrups.
Sometimes they are referred to as
Conquistador Stirrups, even though
they are actually from a later period.
Learn more about the stories
these pieces tell on Thursday,
Jan. 31, at 6:30 p.m. as Curator
Michael Bailey takes an in-depth
look at the Museum’s Mexican
Colonial Stirrups Collection.
Hosted at the county museum,
located at 100 East Cedar in
Angleton, the event is free to the
public. For more information, follow
the Museum on Facebook or call
(979)864-1208.
Spanish Colonial Stirrups saw use
in Central and South America during
the late eighteenth through the midnineteenth centuries. Each stirrup

has a hole in the bottom that allows
for drainage.
When a stirrup became wellworn, a newer piece of brass was
welded onto its bottom. Stirrups
wore out on the bottom from the
rider’s boot sliding in and out of the
stirrup as well as brushing against
vegetation as they rode, reflecting
the normal wear of a working pair of
stirrups.
Some mounted troops throughout South America still use brass
stirrups ceremonially today. The
detailing and style reflect influences
from earlier European forms. Stirrups were such a noted item that in
1869, Friedrich Hassaurek (18311885) describes them in his travel
log as “… the huge Mexican spurs
and brass stirrups in the form of
shoes or slippers.”
Then later in 1888, Journalist Wil-

liam Curtis also describes wooden
stirrups as similar in shape to the
metal stirrups: “The stirrups of the
ordinary citizen are made of two
huge pieces of wood, with a hole
cut through for the foot, while those
of the aristocrat are brass or silver
slippers.
The wooden affair, the poor
man’s stirrup, is rudely cut out of
oak, or other hard wood, by hand,
and usually weighs as much as
four or five pounds. The brass one
is quite as heavy, but much more
ornamental.”
While Curtis discounts the
wooden stirrups, there are some
that survive today that are quite
elaborate and well-carved. As with
many items, these stirrups run the
gauntlet from quite plain to very
ornate, depending on how much
one wanted to spend on them.
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When it comes to sleeping, I can do just so much of it
(Continued from Page 1)

that list tends to grow after entering
the store.
Sleep could mean that I was
tired and needed sleep. I may have
written it down half asleep, in which
case, it meant that I was falling
asleep. That would not help, and the
column idea, whatever it was, would
be lost until it came back to me. I’ll
write it down again, this time using
more than one word.
Since we’re on the topic of sleeping, I have noticed that the older
I get, the earlier I wake up in the
morning. Never being much of a
sleeper, I have not been too concerned about it, just enough to get
on the Internet machine and look up
some topics on aging and sleeping.
“Interestingly, older adults need
about the same amount of sleep
as younger adults – seven to nine
hours of sleep per night. Unfortunately, many older adults often get
less sleep than they need. One
reason is that they often have more
trouble falling asleep,” I read at

Please ‘like’ our page on Facebook to get
community news updates:
facebook.com/brazoriacountybulletin

sleepeducation.org.
It seems that I have been sleepdeprived all my adult life. It’s seldom
that I sleep seven to nine hours.
There would have to be a reason for
it, like not feeling well, or being very
tired because I went to the gym and
actually exercised, things like that.
Some in my family can sleep for
a very long time, much longer than
seven to nine hours. For me, there
is too much to do and see to sleep
away any part of the day.
I also can’t sleep on planes nor
in a car at rest areas. On a long trip
many years ago, I could feel myself
nodding off while driving and pulled
into a very nice and safe rest area
to snooze for a while.
I sat there and tried to drift off to
sleep, but couldn’t. Then I got back
on the road and started nodding
off again. The solution should have
been getting a room and going to
sleep, but this was in Europe, and I
had to catch a flight.
I stopped at a convenience store
on the Autobahn and bought a small
bottle of caffeine pills. I went from
tired to wired. I got to the airport in

plenty of time for my flight, on which
I could not sleep.
But it was relaxing just to sit there
while the plane was doing all the
work.
I was much younger back then
and would plan a trip today more
carefully. But when you’re young,
you think you’re on top of the world.
I was, sort of, at 30,000 feet, but
could not go to sleep.
Because flying is too exciting.
There are clouds all over and blue
sky, and the jet engines make all
kind of noises that I have to monitor to make sure they are working
properly. Then flight attendants are
going up and down the aisle, bringing drinks and food. Don’t forget the
movies and talking with the people
sitting next to you.
We talked about everything,
landed, deplaned and never saw
each other again. Why do we
deplane when we don’t decar or
detaxi? Asking for a friend.
“Sleep.” The notation still means
nothing. But when it does, it will
make for a good column.
Email John at john.bulletin@gmail.com.
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Criminals get empathy; good guys get guns
(Continued from Page 1)

reform package. While I don’t think
the solution is an old-style Dodge
City shootout, it’s dawned on me
that I might need something more
than my persuasive personality as
protection.
Then, the other day, a fellow who
called me a fascist posted something on my Facebook page that
transcends First Amendment protections. It never used to bother me
that the swampy comments sections
of this and other websites are filled
with toxicity.
The great Chuck Stone, legendary columnist for the Daily News
in its halcyon years used to run
a regular section called “And the
Angels Sing,” in which he reprinted
some of the letters he would get.
Fortunately for Chuck, and sadly
for the rest of us, he operated at
a time when the internet was still
young, and you had to identify yourself with a signature and contact
information.
But the person who posted on my
Facebook page shared a photo of
a young boy standing over a priest

he’d just shot . He also made some
comments that I found threatening,
and I called the police. The following

day, I heard helicopters overhead
and looked out the window to find
Broad Street filled with police.
I later learned, a murder suspect
from Delaware was on the lam just

a block or so from my office. “Armed
and dangerous” was the description
on some news sites.
There are children who cannot
play on the corner, as I played a half
century ago. It’s too dangerous.
Many years ago, my aunt’s exhusband came to our house looking
for her. When my mother told him
she wasn’t there, he put a gun to

her forehead. By the grace of God
and superhuman calm, she talked
him down.
I used to believe that kind of courage was all I’d need. Not anymore.
(Copyright 2019 Christine Flowers. Flowers is an attorney and
a columnist for the Philadelphia
Daily News, and can be reached at
cflowers1961@gmail.com.)

My Answer by Billy Graham

We need more than revolution for change
Q: My professor teaches that
revolutions are the only way to
make changes in the world. Is she
right? - D.S.
A: Revolution means “change,”
and the world is changing so fast
that no one can really keep up with
it. Students in classrooms often
only hear what is bad about the
world. Many professors tantalize
students by declaring they “live
in a messed-up world, so burn it
down and start all over again.”
That is not the answer. The
environment that surrounds us
crackles with conflict because we
are looking to man to solve our
problems, and no one can. The
tragedy of our times is that we
have used up all of our options,
and the questions basic to life are
not being answered by wisdom.
This is because life’s fundamental
problems are theological.

More than revolution is the need
for regeneration, taking off the old
hostilities and resentments and
putting on the attributes of the only
Person who can make everything
new. This is the Person of the Lord
Jesus Christ, who is wisdom. “God
gives wisdom and knowledge”
(Ecclesiastes 2:26). Only He can
bring relief to the chaos in the
world. The world is a reflection of
mankind. Until the human soul is
regenerated, darkness remains.
Your future does not hinge on
the world situation, however grim
it might be. It depends on what
you do with what happened 2,000
years ago when Jesus died on
the cross to cover the sins of the
world. He shed His blood and conquered death for each person who
will receive His salvation. There is
going on in the world today a quiet,
bloodless revolution that brings
hope. Listen only to the voice of
the One who has the power to
change lives.
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)
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BrazCon Teen Comic Convention returns to Manvel HS
(Continued from Page 1)

will be really exciting. Whether you
are a fan of Batman, Dr. Who, Star
Wars, Harry Potter or Marvel, there
is something for everyone at this
family friendly event.
If you are interested in fiction
writing or comic illustration, there
will be 14 authors, as well as eight
comic book artists and publishers

on hand to help you learn more.
Many of these authors and artists
will be conducting sessions or
speaking on panels, as well as selling their books.
BrazCon is showcasing graphic
novelist Nathan Hale, author of the
Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales
series. Mr. Hale will be sharing
stories from his life and the inspira-

tion behind his award-winning
books. His presentations will be
at 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., with
book signing at 10:30 a.m. and 1
p.m. His books will be for sale at
the event.
Interested in film and filmmaking? Australian director, Brian
Trenchard-Smith, of “Drive Hard”
and “Leprechaun 3,” will be on hand
to share his experiences in Australia and the U.S. His presentation
will be at 10:30 a.m. A session titled
“Filmmaking for Teens” presented
by Marcus Norwood will also be
offered.
Gamers love BrazCon, too. This

year’s featured game is Dungeons
& Dragons. Whether you are new
to the game or an experienced
Dungeon Master, there will be a
level of play for you.
Not into D&D? There will be a
large selection of other card, board,
and video games.
Want to know more about
cosplay? Not only will there be
sessions on creating character
personae, there will also be a
Cosplay & Costume Contest for
kids 18 and under.
Cosplayers from Dagorath
LARP, Space City Sabers and
ARMA will be available to teach
basic swordplay and lightsaber
movement.
The 501st, the Rebel Legion, the

Houston Area Droid Builders, as
well as the Star Wars Enthusiasts
Houston Fan Group will also be at
BrazCon to share their love of the
Star Wars universe.
In other sessions, BrazCon
participants could choose to take
part in a Fandom Gameshow, see a
pop culture magic program, or learn
about space science concepts with
cool demonstrations.
The Dow Team will also be on
hand for STEM science demonstrations and experiments.
Lovers of anime are in for a treat.
Voice actors Daman Mills, Kristen
McGuire, Thomas McKee and
Whitney Rodgers will share their
experiences with anime and the
craft of voice acting.

Vinyl recordings relied more on musical talent than technology
Hello, my name is Trevor. I
typically enjoy your writings while
enjoying an A13 at The Wok Chinese restaurant. I read it every time
I’m here. I really enjoy all of your

Letter to the Editor

writings. It’s nice to read, I feel connected, like you’re sitting right here
with me telling a story.
Led Zeppelin is most definitely
one of my favorite bands from that
time. “Going To California” is my
favorite song, I believe it came out
in 1971. It’s one of their more folky
tunes.
When I listen, it’s like I can really
imagine everything he’s talking
about. It makes me feel like I’m
headed to California, on a sunny
day, in one of those cool “good time
vans,” haha.
And I definitely don’t think that the
audio quality from a record player is
“better.”
Technology has advanced so
much to cater to the demands of
new genres. The music is definitely
what made those older records
sound so good.
Back then, recording technology
was at a low, so you had to have
raw talent to really lay down a quality track.
Fast forward to 2019, recording
technology is at its peak! Talent can
be minimal because technology can
make it sound perfect; you don’t
have to be great at sculpting a musical masterpiece any more, computers will do it for you.
I graduated from a tech school
for the recording arts, and it really

opened my eyes to a lot of what the
industry is all about. The technology
is absolutely INSANE.
Anyways, thought I’d stop by and
let you know I appreciate your writings, and also Led Zeppelin, haha.
Have a great day.

Trevor Deaton

(Editor: Thank for your letter,

Trevor, and your kind words about
Ramblings. Also, thanks for reading
The Bulletin while enjoying that
delicious Chinese food. I eat it a lot
myself. Your observations about
today’s music and the Led Zeppelin
years are well thought-out, and we
appreciate that you shared it with
our readers.)
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BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Quintana Beach Park’s white pelicans Help remove crab traps from San Bernard
More often frequented by groups of the tenacious brown pelican, Quintana
Beach County Park has started the New Year off with visitors of the white
pelican sort, a sight to behold.
Usually found further inland except during the winter season, white pelicans dip their bills into the water to catch their meals, while brown pelicans
tend to dive in from the sky. The white pelican is among the heaviest flying
birds in the world, and travels long distances in close flocks. Patty Brinkmeyer, the park’s supervisor, said of the photo she took, “This group was so
nice as to strike a collective fan-shape pose.”

sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with airconditioned dormitories, cabins, lake
& bayou fishing & wooded trails.
sTwo full-service RV campgrounds
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted
fishing areas, covered pavilions,
playground on the coast.
s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Hay
Commissioners: Dorman Davidson, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr.,
Brian Wilmer.
SPONSORS
The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana
Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach
House Associates); The Bulletin; Stephen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volunteers who help clean the beaches,
stake out trees and sand fencing,
lend a hand with programs, and
add so much to the county’s
parks and to our communities. To
become a sponsor, or to volunteer
in our programs, call (979) 8641541, or email Mike Mullenweg at
mikem@brazoria-county.com

A team of staff and volunteers organize their collected traps.

White pelicans pay a visit to Quintana Beach County Park.

From Feb.15-24, Texas Parks and Wildlife will host its annual Crab Trap
Removal Program, and the Brazoria County Parks Department plans to once
again do its part in the process.
The Brazoria County Paddler’s Club, helmed by Mike Mullenweg, will use
their Feb.16 kayaking trip to double as a cleanup along their route. Paddlers
will help out by collecting old abandoned crab traps along the San Bernard
River and returning them to the dock.
If you’re interested in joining, the group will be launching from the public
boat ramp at the end of FM 2918, also known as River’s End Boat Ramp, at
8:30 a.m. to be ready to launch at 9 a.m. The plan is to paddle up and down
the San Bernard River looking for and removing old, abandoned crab traps.
This is fairly dirty work, so volunteers will want to dress appropriately. Suggestions include a good pair of gloves, a long-sleeved shirt and long pants
that paddlers won’t mind getting wet and muddy. And, as always, bring plenty
of water.
The department will have kayaks available to borrow on a first-come, firstserve basis. All participants will need to sign and bring with them a copy of
the 2019 liability release form that can be found on the Special Events page
of the Brazoria County parks website, brazoriacountyparks.org. To volunteer, and to reserve a boat, contact Mike at (979) 864-1152, or email him at
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Learn by just attending History Talk

The staff at Stephen F. Austin-Munson Historical County Park began an
in-depth, intriguing line of presentations in 2018 titled “History Talks”, where
James Glover and Jennifer Parsley research local historical happenings, and
host a discussion about them with the community once a month.
This year’s first event covered Simon and Greenberry, two notable figures
of the early Texas era, and garnered a crowd of about 30 to listen and learn
from their findings.
“History Talks” are held every second Sunday of the month at the statue,
from 2 to 5 p.m. All are welcome, and encouraged to participate.

James Glover presents to the crowd at this year’s first History Talks
discussion.
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Parks Department schedule of events
Sunday, Feb. 10, 2-5
p.m.: History Talks, Unrequited
Love in Colonial Texas. Join in as
staff discuss amorous conquests,
misadventures, and hopeless
quagmires in the social realm of
early Texas. Bring a date; this
is a novel early Valentine’s Day
experience. For more information, call the Stephen F. Austin
park at (979) 849-5965.
Saturday, Feb. 16, 9 a.m.
to noon: Winter Paddling Event
#3. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling
event on one of the waterways in
Brazoria County. Bring your own
boat or borrow one of ours. Location to be announced at a later
date. For information or reservations call (979) 864-1152 or email
mikem@brazoria-county.com.
Sunday, March 10, 2-5
p.m.: History Talks: Ward of
the State. Discover the chain
of events leading to Stephen
F. Austin taking an involuntary
respite as a guest of the government in 1833-34. For more information, call the Stephen F. Austin
park at (979) 849-5965.
Monday, March 11, 8-11
a.m.: Birding on the Beach.
From peeps, to waders, to sparrows, all types of birds can be

found on the beach. Come stroll
along the beach and jetty and learn
about the birds that call the Texas
coast their home. Don’t forget your
binoculars! Location: Quintana
Beach County Park (meet in front of
Seaburn House). For information or
reservations call (979) 864-1152, or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Tuesday, March 12, 1-2
p.m.: Beach Safari at Quintana
Beach County Park. Join our lead
interpretative ranger Mike Mullenweg on a safari adventure without
ever leaving the beach. In this
program, we will explore the life
in, on, and around the beach with
nets, shovels, and whatever else
we can find. This is a free event,
open to the public as well as guests
camping at the park. For more
information, call (979) 864-1152, or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com.
Thursday, March 14, 7:30-9
p.m.: Crab Hunt. Farther inland
they have fireflies. Here on the
coast we have ghost crabs. Join us
as we go explore the beach at night
and “hunt” for the elusive “sand
crab”. For more information call the
Park Interpreter at (979) 864-1541,
or email at mikem@brazoriacounty.com
Saturday, March 16, 9 a.m.
to noon: Spring Paddling Event.

Come join the Small Watercraft
Club as they hold a paddling
event on one of the waterways
in Brazoria County. Bring your
own boat or borrow one of ours.
Location: San Bernard River.
For information or reservations
call (979) 864-1152, or email
mikem@brazoria-county.com
Saturday, April 13, 9 a.m.
to noon: Texas Adopt-A-Beach
Spring Clean-Up. Volunteers
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and
Quintana for a general beach
clean-up. Dress for the weather
and bring along some water. Supplies provided; lunch afterward.
For more information, contact the
coordinators Mike at (979) 8641152 (Surfside) or Patty at (979)
233-1461 (Quintana).
Sunday, April 14, 2-5
p.m.: History Talks, Tactical
Intrigue in the Texas Revolution.
Staff will discuss the tactical missteps of the Texas Revolution and
the reasons some of them came
about. What really happened
to Fannin’s abortive attempt at
relieving the Alamo defenders?
Could Houston’s army have withstood a counter-attack after San
Jacinto? For more information,
call the Stephen F. Austin park at
(979) 849-5965.
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

That’s a fighter in desperate
need of a nickname
A would-be robber in Rio de
Janeiro picked the wrong “victim”
— MMA fighter Polyana Viana
— and by the time she got finished
with him and police mercifully
arrived, his face looked like a prime
candidate for a Hamburger Helper
endorsement.
“I threw two punches and a kick,”
she told MMAJunkie. “He fell, then
I caught him in a rear-naked choke.
Then I sat him down in the same
place we were before.”
Viana, 26, has a 1-1 career
record in fights. Correction: Make
that 2-1.
Criminal of the Week
An Oklahoma woman is facing
fines up to $2,400 after she
bragged on the dating app Bumblabout killing a deer out of season.
The potential suitor she was trying
to impress turned out to be McIntosh County game warden Cannon
Harrison.

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
Sales pitching
Hall of Fame pitcher Randy Johnson has put his Paradise Valley,
Ariz., mansion on the auction block.
No, not all the doors are sliders, but
it does include:
—25,000-square-foot main home
—2,000-square-foot guest house
—11 1/2 bathrooms
—7 bedrooms
—5 acres of land
In other words, a Big Unit.
Rare air
The College Football Hall of
Fame says it will add the Goodyear
Blimp as an honorary member.
Heavy hitter
Twins third baseman Miguel
Sano, 25, has lost nearly 30
pounds after finishing last season
at 297, the St. Paul Pioneer Press
reported.
Sano’s goals for this season, presumably, don’t include hitting 300.
We’re outta here
United Van Lines says New
Jersey ranked first in terms of
residents leaving the state — 66.8
percent — compared to those

moving there in 2018. Coincidence?
That’s where the Giants and the
Jets play.
Not so fast
The Williamson County (Texas)
Sheriff’s Office hopes to crack down
on speeding by using cardboard
cutouts of cops. Sounds like a
metaphor for the 49ers’ secondary
last season.
Some trifecta
Bears kicker Cody Parkey hit a
rusher’s hand, the left upright and
crossbar on his ill-fated field-goal
try against the Eagles. You’ve got to
figure Parkey’s great-great-grandfather was once uncanny in Wild
West saloons wielding a six-gun, a
mirror and a skillet.
That explains it!
Headline at SportsPickle.com:
“Alabama announces it will skip
national title game to prepare for
NFL draft.”
Pulling his leg
Say this much for Sebastian
Janikowski, the Seahawks’ 260pound kicker who pulled a leg
muscle while attempting a 57-yard
field-goal attempt: He puts the ham
in hamstring.
Talking the talk
—Blogger Chad Picasner, after
ESPN’s Brian Griese said both LSU
and Central Florida “can walk out
of here with their heads held high”
after a Fiesta Bowl featuring three
ejections and 26 penalties for 249
yards: “Really? Even professional
wrestlers would have been embarrassed by that performance.”
Losing His Shirts Dept.
A bunch of Dirk Koetter’s Buccaneers apparel — complete with his
name on the iron-on labels — was
discovered at a Tampa Goodwill
store less than a week after he was
fired as the NFL team’s coach.
Goodbye game films, and hello
“Goodwill Hunting”!
Fact of the Day
From @darrenrovell: $5,976:
What Dabo Swinney made as a
graduate assistant at Alabama in
1993. $22,123: What Dabo Swinney
made PER DAY this season, including salary, bonuses & incentives.
Eagles-Bears headlines
—Philadelphia Inquirer: “Still
upright.”
—Chicago Tribune: “Post
mortem.”
—Philadelphia Daily News:
“Clanks for the memory!”

Change is inevitable, so we adjust
By Vic Penuel

Special to The Bulletin

My grandmother passed away
in the 1960s. She was close to
100 years old.
She knew people who were
once slaves and who had owned
slaves.
Transportation went from horse
and buggy to transatlantic flight
and men walking on the moon.
Rather than ancient history,
those changes were in one
person’s lifetime – a span of two
generations.
Thirty years ago, the Vic 20
and Commodore 64 were the first
home computers. We played pong
and had dot matrix printers and
floppy discs that were actually
floppy.
We’ve gone from drive-in
movies to Netflix – movies on
demand on huge TVs and homesurround sound.

Your phone is a mini computer
with more computing ability than
NASA had available in landing people and capsules on the
moon.
What will the world today’s toddlers live in be like?
What jobs will they hold? What
will they drive, or will they? What
skills and knowledge will they
need?
We can complain about change
and hold back or we can adapt
and teach our kids to adjust. We
can instill core values that can
and should never change and
encourage them to expand what
they know and flourish.
We are preparing them for a
world we can’t imagine. Teach
them well. Because, “The Times
They Are A Changin’”.
(Vic Penuel is general manager
at Antiquing Brazoria County
Warehouse Outlet.)

DID YOU KNOW?

• Researchers from UT Austin found that close friends are the key to emotional stability when faced with relationship troubles.
• Letting your dog sleep in the same room but not in the bed can help dog
owners get a better night’s sleep, according to a study from Mayo Clinic.
• Four in 10 adult Americans still sleep with a teddy bear, according to a
survey from Build-A-Bear.
• Washing your hands in cold water is just as effective as washing your
hands in hot water.
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sense.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Come
to a turning point. This is a good
day to make a firm commitment
or pledge your heart. During the
upcoming week, you may enjoy
cheerful outings with loved ones or
a variety of pleasant social activities.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In
the week ahead, a situation in your
love life may require a tender touch
or proof of your loyalty despite all
odds. You might be willing to spend
a bit more than usual to obtain
something that pleases your spirit.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In the
week to come, people might come
to you for advice or to confide their
innermost thoughts because they
trust your sense of fair play. You
will be at your best when you have
someone by your side.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
You can have fun, but it doesn’t
need to cost a fortune. However,
you might be in the mood to spend
more than usual this week to
pamper and spoil the ones you
love. Your kindness brings out the
best in people.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Your genuinely generous and
gregarious nature is in full bloom.
You might attract an admirer or a
helpful connection in the week to
come. Embrace creative activities, and let your inner child enjoy
recess.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Dare to dream. Follow a whim
in the upcoming week, and there’s
no telling where it may lead. Enjoy
contact with interesting new people,
or grow closer to an attractive new
hook-up whenever you find time.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Don’t discount a sincere compliment in the week ahead. Someone
who seemed to be “just a friend”
might be sincerely interested in you.
What seems like a mere flirtation
could turn into a long-term relationship.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Sugar and spice, and everything
nice, is great until you are subjected to a steady diet of it. In the
week ahead, you may enjoy good
times with loved ones but at some
point must get back to necessary
routines.

History of the World On This Day
JANUARY 29
1802 - John Beckley became the
first Librarian of Congress.
1845 - Edgar Allan Poe’s “The
Raven” was published for the first
time in the “New York Evening
Mirror.”
1848 - Greenwich Mean Time
was adopted by Scotland.
JANUARY 30
1649 - England’s King Charles I
was beheaded.
1847 - The town of Yerba Buena
was renamed San Francisco.
1862 - The U.S. Navy’s first ironclad warship, the “Monitor,” was
launched.
JANUARY 31
1606 - Guy Fawkes was
executed after being convicted for
his role in the “Gunpowder Plot”
against the English Parliament and
King James I.
1865 - In America, General
Robert E. Lee was named generalin-chief of the Confederate armies.

1876 - All Native American
Indians were ordered to move into
reservations.
1893 - The trademark “CocaCola” was first registered in the
United States Patent Office.
FEBRUARY 2
1788 - Isaac Briggs and William
Longstreet patented the steamboat.
1790 - The U.S. Supreme Court
convened for the first time in New
York City.
1842 - In New York City, the “City
Despatch Post” began operations.
It was a private company that was
the first to introduce adhesive
postage stamps in the western
hemisphere. The company was
bought by the U.S. governemnt a
few months laster and renamed
“United States City Despatch Post.”
FEBRUARY 3
1690 - The first paper money in
America was issued by the Massachusetts colony. The currency
was used to pay soldiers that were

fighting in the war against Quebec.
1783 - Spain recognized the
independence of the United States.
1815 - The world’s first commercial cheese factory was established
in Switzerland.
1862 - Thomas Edison printed
the “Weekly Herald” and distributed
it to train passengers traveling
between Port Huron and Detroit,
MI. It was the first time a newspaper had been printed on a train.
FEBRUARY 4
1783 - Britain declared a formal
cessation of hostilities with its
former colonies, the United States
of America.
1789 - Electors unanimously
chose George Washington to be
the first president of the United
States.
1824 - J.W. Goodrich introduced
rubber galoshes to the public.
1847 - In Maryland, the first U.S.
Telegraph Company was established.

Jumble
Jumbles: KUDOS BRING LAWYER MOSAIC
Answer: He promised to give up cigarettes, but he was just -- BLOWING SMOKE

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Enjoy romantic moments today,
but get back to work tomorrow. No
matter how attractive and sociable
you are, the dishes still need to be
washed. Success will come through
hard work and effort in the week
ahead.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
You might feel you need a break
from routines in the week ahead.
It should be easy to find a partner willing to escape a humdrum
schedule and liven things up. Add
some hobbies or entertainments to
your agenda.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Make fantasies become facts. You
can let the creative juices flow
and work out the details to make
dreams come true. As this week
unfolds, work steadily toward
achieving a worthy goal that uplifts
your spirits.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Bury the hatchet. It makes no
sense to let animosities block a
key relationship in the week ahead.
Let bygones be bygones. Kiss
and make up, or just shake hands
and call it quits if that makes more
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33 Game with a varying number of
cards
34 Like many horses
ACROSS
20 Rich rocks
35 __ Nova
1 Subject of the 1998 Supreme
21 Hot
36 Turkestan tents
Court case New Jersey v. New York
23 Satyr’s kin
37 Full moon, e.g.
12 Information __
24 Rear
38 Sports nail-biters
15 “Tristes apprets” from “Castor et
25 Obvious
40 Felix __, CIA friend of Bond
Pollux,” e.g.
28 Holiday decor item
41 Siouan tribe
16 Billy’s reply?
29 Final announcements
42 Portrayer of Buddy’s father in
17 Group sharing a name with a
30 Comes across
“Elf”
cranberry cocktail
31 “__ Crossroads”: Bone Thugs-n43 Acrimonious
18 Docs’ work areas
Harmony song
44 Prince in “Frozen”
19 Slip or clip follower
32 Hue
45 Wise chip flavor
48 Low numŽro
49 Actress in “Spy” (2015)
52 Wet blanket
53 “Grown Ups” star
54 Loan application fig.
55 Al Jazeera and Yomiuri Shimbun

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 1960s-’70s Orr teammate, to fans
2 Prime cut
3 OR teammates
4 Needle
5 Apia natives
6 Suffering from ennui
7 “Either/Or” author Kierkegaard
8 Muscles strengthened by muscleups
9 Shipping nickname
10 Longtime Seattle Mariners’
majority owner
11 Jersey homes
12 “Couldn’t agree with you more!”
13 It has its kinks
14 Basic kids’ book
22 Key to backing up?
23 Regale
24 Some royals
25 Betty Crocker brand of instant
mashed
26 Indigenous Tasmanians
27 Show biz nickname
28 Gelato units
30 Kindles
33 Hitchhike
34 __ splints
36 Every Skull and Bones member,
until 1991
37 Serf
39 Hood’s weapon
40 Convertible carriage
42 “I’ll show you!”
44 Acting coach’s banes
45 Bundle in a field
46 Maverick on TV
47 Game divs.
50 Unembellished
51 Med. number that’s better when
it’s higher
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions
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By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

GREAT PYRENEES PUPPIES FOR SALE
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FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT JILL AT (832) 621-8264

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Davey Jones
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AUSTIN – After a recent outbreak
including tow trucks, police cars and
of fatality and injury incidents involvfire trucks.
ing tow truck drivers and other first
“Our tow truck licensees work
responders, Texas motorists are
hard every day to help people who
asked to slow down or move over
are stranded on the side of the road.
for stopped emergency vehicles
And, like everyone else, they are

Slow down or move
over for stopped
emergency vehicles

anxious to return home safely each
night,” said Brian E. Francis, executive director for the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation.
“Please obey state law and slow
down or move over when you see

emergency vehicles stopped on the
side of the road.”
In the past few months, at least
three Texas tow truck drivers and a
towing customer have been struck
and killed while on the side of the
road. That statistic doesn’t include
several Texas police officers who
have been seriously injured when
they were hit.
“Please help us make sure
emergency personnel including
tow truck operators are safe when
they’re trying to help people on our
roadways. Slow down and move
over. You can help prevent another
tragedy just by taking the time to
obey the law,” Francis said.
Texas law requires drivers to slow
down at least 20 miles per hour
under the posted speed limit or, if
able, to change lanes when they’re
passing a first responder stopped
on the road.
Among the recent incidents:
Tow truck operator Keith Holt was
struck and killed by a hit-and-run
driver in Grand Prairie as he was
helping a single mom.
Tow truck customer Dylan
Thomas Pietrzyk was struck and
killed by an 18-wheeler as he waited
to have his vehicle towed.

