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Smoking Costs the Average Texas 
Smoker $1,470,116 Over a Lifetime

With the economic and societal 
costs of smoking totaling more than 
$300 billion a year and rising, the 
personal-finance website WalletHub 
today released its report on The 
Real Cost of Smoking by State.

To encourage the estimated 36.5 
million tobacco users in the U.S. to 
kick the dangerous habit, WalletHub 
calculated the potential monetary 
losses — including the lifetime and 
annual costs of a cigarette pack 
per day, health care expenditures, 
income losses and other costs 
— brought on by smoking and expo-
sure to secondhand smoke.

The Financial Cost of Smoking in 
Texas (1=Lowest, 25=Avg.):

Out-of-Pocket Cost per Smoker 
– $113,738 (Rank: 26th)

Financial-Opportunity Cost per 
Smoker – $955,447 (Rank: 26th)

Health-Care Cost per Smoker 
– $159,324 (Rank: 25th)

Income Loss per Smoker 
– $223,286 (Rank: 29th)

Other Costs per Smoker 
– $18,321 (Rank: 51st)

Total Cost Over Lifetime per 
Smoker: $1,470,116

Total Cost per Year per Smoker: 
$28,826

For the full report, please visit:
https://wallethub.com/edu/

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I made my annual trek to the 
movies the other day. I should go 
more often, but it is so much easier 
to dial up a movie at home.

Theater movie box office rev-
enues are on the decline, partly 
because a lot of people choose to 
watch movies in the comfort of their 
homes, like me. And also because 

there were some 
pretty lousy films 
released in 2017.

I set up a high-
definition projec-
tion system at my 
house and can 
watch movies, or 
anything else, on 
a 110-inch screen 

(measured diagonally). 
The theaters have a better system 

and sound, but I cannot lie down on 
my couch and stop the movie when-
ever I want to get a snack or go to 
the bathroom. Watching movies at 
home has its advantages.

I don’t mind waiting for a movie 
to leave theaters and be offered on 
Netflix or Amazon. Meanwhile, there 
are other good movies to watch. And 
there is always HGTV, where I can 
watch all the home improvement 
projects that I’ll probably never do.

I went to the movies once in 
2017 and can’t even remember 
what I watched. I returned recently 
because I wanted to see “The Post.”

There are one or two movies that 
I think are really worth seeing in a 
movie theater annually. Many of the 
offerings in 2017 were mediocre. 
Which is why AMC profits dropped 
and Netflix profits increased. There 
are many other people who think 
like I do.

But, I decided that I wanted to 
see “The Post.” Being a writer and 

RAMBLINGS

SEE STORY ON PAGE 5
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BLACKSMITH EQUIPMENT WANTED
Anvils, forges. tongs, hammers, or what have you.  If your grandfather’s
old blacksmith tools are rusting away in your barn or garage and your want 
to sell them for top dollar, call or text 713-703-2525.

NOW WAIT A MINUTE, GRANNY, LET’S CALM DOWN, 
OK!? A man slashed a 61-year-old grandmother who had driven to the 
Southpark Mall in Moline, Ill., and forced her to drive to Port Byron. What 
the kidnapper didn’t know was that granny had a concealed carry permit 
and a Glock 380 handgun in the console of her truck. They pulled into a 
gravel lot, and, when he got out, she grabbed the gun and got out too. He 
fled.

I JUST THINK WE SHOULD SEE OTHER PEOPLE: A man in 
Chatham, Ontario, hit the Canadian lottery for $6 million, and immedi-
ately broke up with his live-in girlfriend without telling her that he was now 
in the money. She ultimately found out and is suing him for half.

O.K., I KNOW HOW THIS MUST LOOK: A teenager was 
arrested for setting his estranged girlfriend’s brick house on fire after 
police in Polk City, Fla., found that he had Googled “how to burn a brick 
house down.”

MERRY CHRISTMAS, DIRTBAG! After someone stole a delivered 
package off of the porch of a home in Hillsboro, Ore., the lady who lived 
there took revenge by giftwrapping her 4-month-old son’s “used” diapers 
and putting the package out there. It wasn’t long before the thief came 
back and stole that too.

OH, SORRY, ARE THESE YOURS? A female attorney switched 
from walking shoes to high heels at the security entrance to a courtroom 
in Fort Worth, Texas, and accidentally left the shoes in the hall. A juror 
stole them. He was caught on security cameras and was ordered to give 
them back.

IS IT ME, OR DOES THIS LOOK LIKE A TRAP? Police found 
more than 15 grams of meth in the parking lot of a business in Ironton, 
Ohio, and took to Facebook to ask the owner to come down to the station 
if he wanted to claim his property.

HEH, HEH, THEY’LL NEVER SUSPECT ME: A woman stole a 
cell phone belonging to a receptionist from her workplace in Sandy, Utah. 
But the thief started using the phone to take selfies, not realizing that the 
pictures are backed up to the cloud, so the cops know how she looks.

THIS WON’T LOOK TOO GOOD AT YOUR TRIAL: A woman 
was arrested for drunk driving after she drove the wrong way down a 
highway in Reno, Nev., climbed on top of her SUV, where she did a 
dance, and then attempted to flee from police on a child’s scooter.

SURPRISE! After some nitwit pointed a laser pointer, temporar-
ily blinding a helicopter pilot on a mission to help police officers on the 
ground in Port Richey, Fla., the pilot landed the aircraft and showed up 
at the man’s door. He was very shocked to see him, and the officers who 
came to arrest him. The pilot said, “It was extremely satisfying,”

PEEK-A-BOO! WE ALREADY SAW YOU! A burglar broke into a 
home in Slidell, La., and soon realized that he was being recorded by an 
in-house surveillance camera. So he tried to hide his identity by putting a 
towel over his head, even though his face had already been filmed.

One thousand reasons to enter the Brazosport Symphony Orchestra Young Artists Competition
The Brazosport Symphony 

Orchestra (BSO) is looking for 
young musicians to participate in 
its Young Artists Competition and 
will award $1,000 to the winner. 

The contest is an annual event 
that gives ambitious musicians 
the opportunity to audition before 

a panel of expert judges and for 
the winner, perform with the Bra-
zosport Symphony Orchestra. 

“As conductor and educator, I 
always look forward to this com-
petition and am always pleased 
to see so many young people 
perform at such high levels,” said 

BSO conductor Dr. John Ricarte.
Applications for those who are 

interested are available on the 
Brazosport Center for the Arts 
and Sciences web site (http:
//bcfas.org/bso-young-artist-com-
petition-2/) or can be picked up 
from the Center in person. 

The Brazosport Center for the 
Arts and Sciences is located at 
400 College Blvd., Clute.The 
Center can be reached by phone 
at (979) 265-7661.

The applicant must be a 
student, aged through but not 
beyond high school, play an 
instrument (string, brass, wind, 
percussion, vocal, or piano) 
and be registered at a school in 
Brazoria County or enrolled in an 
accredited home school. 

A non-refundable fee of $25 
must accompany the application. 
Only those who have submitted 
the completed form and fee will 
be able to audition. The deadline 
for applications is Friday, Feb. 2. 

Applicants must attend the 
auditions in the afternoon of Feb. 
11 at 1 p.m. at The Clarion Choir 
Room located on the campus 
of Brazosport College. (Specific 
times will be assigned).

Contestants will present a pre-
pared selection lasting not more 
than 12 minutes to demonstrate 
talent and overall ability. The con-
testant must perform with piano or 
other accompaniment provided at 
his or her expense. Memorization 
is optional.

Orchestral music of the 
prepared selection must be 
easily and reasonably financially 
available in order for the winner 

to be able to perform with the 
orchestra.

“We encourage the musicians 
and singers to pick something 
accessible,” Ricarte said. “We 
understand the desire to be 
and play something unique but 
at the same time the orchestra 
must be able to find and rent the 
arrangements. We appreciate the 
understanding.”

The winner will perform with the 
BSO on Saturday April 7 inside 
the Clarion on the campus of 
Brazosport College. 

For tickets to this and all BSO 
concerts, go to: http://prod1.agilet
icketing.net.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. NASA is looking for a new 
planetary protection officer 
(PPO). Are you ready to defend 
Earth from alien attacks?  You 
might want to read the job 
description first.

A. As given in the job posting, 
“’Planetary protection is concerned 
with the avoidance of organic-con-
stituent and biological contamina-
tion in human and robotic space 
exploration…’  In plain English, 
it’s about microbes,” says Leah 
Crane in “New Scientist” magazine.  
NASA strives to avoid microbial 
contamination from Earth, since it 
might lead to confusion between 
relocated bacteria and extrater-
restrial life, or even worse, it might 
result in Earth microorganisms 
overrunning the locals, “destroying 
our chance of making one of the 
greatest discoveries in history.”  Of 
course, protection must also be 
taken to prevent Earth from being 
contaminated by alien microbes.

But since no spacecraft is ever 
perfectly clean, the PPO must 
determine the number of microbes 
that are an acceptable risk, 
generally depending on where the 
mission is headed:  An orbiter can 
have a large number of microbes 
since they’ll probably all die before 
it crash lands. But no rovers are 

allowed in “special regions,” gener-
ally areas with water, “because 
they are the areas where extrater-
restrial microbes are most likely 
to live and thus the spots most 
dangerous to contaminate.”

In the future, tough decisions 
loom about whether to leave the 
most interesting areas in space 
alone, or to push ahead, probably 
contaminating them. For the new 
PPO, it will mean helping decide 
how much exploration to allow.

Q. Can you make a grammati-
cally correct eight-word English 
sentence using only the word 
“buffalo”?

A. Buffalo buffalo Buffalo buffalo 
buffalo buffalo Buffalo buffalo.  Got 
it?  Maybe this will help: Bison 
from Buffalo, whom other bison 
from Buffalo bully, themselves bully 
bison from Buffalo.  Three distinct 
meanings of “buffalo” are used 
here: the proper noun “Buffalo” for 
the city of Buffalo, New York; the 
noun “buffalo” for “bison”; and the 
verb “buffalo” meaning “to bully.”  
The creation of sentences from just 
the word “buffalo” has been known 
since at least the 1960s.  Dizzying 
to contemplate is the claim that a 
“buffalo” sentence of any length is 
grammatically correct, assuming 
appropriate capitalization.

Other words with multiple mean-
ings, such as “police,” can also give 

rise to such bizarre multiple-same-
word sentences.

Q. When we think of domesti-
cated animals, we generally think 
of mammals, such as dogs and 
cats.  But can one domesticate 
insects?

A. A species is domesticated 
when it has been selectively bred 
- usually for hundreds of genera-
tions – to live closely with humans.  
Honeybees and silkmoths are 
domesticated insects and have 
been for a very long time. Based 
on archeological evidence from 
ancient Egypt, the transition from 
collecting honey from wild bees 
to beekeeping happened at least 
4500 years ago.

And genetic evidence suggests 
that the domestication of silk moths 
began as early as 7500 years 
ago in China. “People bred the 
[caterpillars] to produce more silk 
and to tolerate human handling 
and extreme crowding,” says Erika 
Engelhaupt in “Science News.” “For 
more than 2000 years, the Chinese 
kept their silk-making methods top 
secret, and smuggling silkworms 
out of the country was punishable 
by death.”  Silkmoths have now 
been domesticated to the point 
that they cannot survive without 
humans: they are flightless, require 
help mating, and the feeding of 
their caterpillars must be super-
vised.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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Kid’s Cafe brings food for the mind 
and body to Freeport Library

Students in Freeport are offered afterschool meals and homework help at 
the Freeport Library as part of a collaboration between the library and the 
Houston Food Bank’s Kid’s Café program. 

The Kid’s Cafe program will provide full meals for students from 3:30 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday. Each student will receive one meal, 
with seconds provided only after everyone has been served. The first-come, 
first-served program is open to students ages 5 – 18 attending public school 
and is free, with no paperwork for students or parents to fill out. 

Homework Help will be provided from 3:30 – 4:45 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. Students can ask for homework help, and for those who don’t 
have homework that day, there will be interesting STEAM activities set out. 
STEAM activities cover science, technology, engineeering, the arts and 
mathematics.

The Freeport Library is located at 410 Brazosport Blvd. For more informa-
tion, call the branch at (979) 233-3622.

Kids Café is one of the nation’s largest nutrition education 
programs, providing children with healthy nourishment 
planned and prepared by professional dietitians and chefs 

The San Diego Union-Tribune
The recent terrifying experience 

in Hawaii – in which a civil defense 
worker’s mistake, uncorrected for 
38 minutes, led residents to get an 
emergency alert on their smart-
phones warning them to take shelter 
because of an inbound ballistic 
missile – is only the latest and most 
egregious example of problems with 
the nation’s emergency warning 
system.

Since 2012, local officials have 
been able to send short, loud 
messages to smartphones about 
dangerous weather conditions, 
abducted children and threaten-
ing fugitives. But there is plenty of 

evidence the system isn’t nearly 
as sophisticated and foolproof 
as it could be. It needs to have 
safeguards to ensure false alarms 
aren’t issued. It also needs to be 
able to send much more targeted 
messages to avoid creating panic 
in areas that aren’t at risk. This 
problem led officials to be cau-
tious about issuing alerts last year 
as devastating Hurricane Harvey 
neared Houston and at the start 
of the deadly Wine Country fires 
in Northern California – prompting 
California’s two senators to raise 
questions.

Federal Communications Com-
mission Chairman Ajit Pai launched 

an effort this month to push U.S. 
telecommunications giants and 
smartphone makers to sharply 
upgrade the emergency alert 
system, allowing for geo-targeted 
alerts by Nov. 30, 2019. A report 
on the Recode website said these 
companies were pushing back and 
asking for more time to implement 
the changes. Apple also warned that 
the requirement could drain iPhone 
batteries.

The FCC should take these 
concerns seriously. But it should 
also demand change as soon as 
is prudently possible. It is obvious 
that America needs a much better 
emergency alert system.

Our emergency warning system is in need of repair
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Jesus was God here in human flesh
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I know Christians believe 
Jesus was divine, but what 
exactly do you mean by that? 
Most of the religions I’ve studied 
have their holy men and women, 
but what makes Jesus any dif-
ferent from them? - L.D.

A: Simply stated, the differ-
ence is that Jesus was not only a 
godly man, but the Bible says He 
was actually God in human flesh. 
This is a profound truth, and it 
sets Jesus apart from every other 
religious leader who’s ever lived.

Let me explain. On one hand, 
the Bible makes it clear that Jesus 
was fully human. He was born as 
a baby, grew up as a child, and 
worked during much of His adult 
life as a carpenter. Like any other 
person, He got hungry and thirsty 
and tired; He also felt joy and 
sorrow and pain. In addition, He 
also knew what it was to endure 

temptation. The Bible says He 
“has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin” 
(Hebrews 4:15).

But the Bible also tells us that 
Jesus was fully God! This is a 
profound mystery we’ll never fully 
understand this side of heaven, but 
when Jesus was born, God Himself 
came to live among us. Jesus was 
God in human flesh! The Bible 
says, “For God was pleased to 
have all his fullness dwell in him” 
(Colossians 1:19).

Why is this important? The 
reason is because only a divine 
Savior could save us from our 
sins - and He did, by becoming 
the final and complete sacrifice for 
our sins through His death on the 
cross. And by His resurrection, He 
proved that He was indeed who He 
claimed to be: God in human flesh. 
Don’t turn your back on Him, but by 
faith welcome Him into your heart 
and life today.

Tribune Media Services 

journalist, that was an obvious 
choice. Plus, I vaguely remember 
the Pentagon Papers stories in the 
New York Times. I was a teen at the 
time, and my priorities were focused 
in other directions.

What better way to get a refresher 
course than having Tom Hanks and 
Meryl Streep reenact it for me a few 
decades later.

The movie was thoroughly enjoy-
able. I went to the matinee showing, 
which is cheaper, but would have 
paid full price for this one; that’s how 
good it was. There were around 20 
people in the theater, and nobody 
coughed, sneezed or sniffled.

That’s another problem I have 
with crowded theaters. I don’t want 
to be subjected to someone else’s 
illness because they sneeze or 
cough into the air.

I also like talking during the 
movie, which I cannot do too much 
in a theater. And, during the boring 
scenes, I like to look at my cell 
phone, which I definitely would not 
do in a theater.

The nice thing about “The Post” 
was that there were no boring parts, 
not in my opinion as an amateur 
movie critic, anyway. But it’s not 
everyone’s cup of tea. Today’s teen-
agers may have a hard time being 
drawn into a movie like this. To 
them, this is something they learned 
in history class, not something they 
lived through, saw on the news, or 
read about in real time.

It was also great to see how they 
used to set type on those big bulky 
Linotype machines and watching 
those giant multi-story hot-type 
presses in action. The story takes 
place in 1971, pre-word processing 
or computer monitors. Stories were 
written on typewriters, and editors 

marked up the copy with a pencil to 
make their changes and corrections.

Those were the days when we 
couldn’t zip-zap information around 
cyberspace, which is a lot easier 
than keeping track of paper copies 
of stories and then setting them to 
type. 

There was no WikiLeaks. The 

Pentagon papers actually got their 
own airplane seat and made it to 
their final destination by taxi. But I 
have given away too much of the 
movie already.

Oh, the golden age of newspa-
pering. It’s a lot easier now. The 
nostalgia was an added bonus. Go 
see “The Post.” You’ll love it.

‘The Post’ portrays the way it was in newspaper business
(Continued from Page  1)

The Linotype machine is a “line casting” machine used in print-
ing sold by the Mergenthaler Linotype Company and related companies. 
It was a hot metal typesetting system that cast blocks of metal type. 
Linotype became one of the mainstay methods to set type for newspapers 
from the late 19th century to the 1970s and 1980s, when it was replaced 
by phototypesetting, offset lithography printing and computer typesetting. 

Ottmar Mergenthaler (May 
11, 1854 – October 28, 1899) was a 
German-born inventor who invented 
the linotype machine, the first 
device that could easily and quickly 
set complete lines of type for use 
in printing presses. This machine 
revolutionized the art of printing.
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No, your dog isn’t dumb, a toy, your child or a vegetarian
By Lisa Moore
The Modesto Bee

As we start the new year, the 
inevitable lists begin to show up. 
New Year’s resolution lists, want 
lists, to do lists, dieting lists - the 
lists go on and on. I’ve come up with 
a new list; one of memorable dog 
training challenges of last year.

Dogs named Bo, Joe and 
Moe. No kidding, all in the same 
house. One can only imagine the 
chaos and confusion of having three 
dogs all answering to - or collec-
tively ignoring - a similar sounding 
name. After an hour of “Bo, no!” and 
“Joe, no!” I told the owner I could 
take “no Moe” and we discussed 
necessary name changes for all.

The “My Dog is Dumb” syn-
drome. Many a client will describe 
his dog as a few kibbles short of a 
bag, wrongly assuming that the dog 
is incapable of learning. The bored 
dog at the end of the leash looks to 
be thinking the same of his owner. 
These are such fun cases to work 
with, because once we can teach 
the client how to relate to the dog 
in a canine way, learning becomes 
easy, and success is achieved. So, 
bring on your “dumb” dogs - a good 
trainer will prove to you the brilliance 
of your canine friend.

The Wrong Dog and Owner 

Combination. Time and again we 
see people matched with the wrong 
dog for their situation or lifestyle. 
Dog and owner are caught in a fail-
ure chain, as neither individual can 
meet the needs of the other. The 
senior citizen with a crazy Border 
collie, the 6-year-old with the Great 
Dane, the marathon runner with a 
Basset hound, the knitting nester 
with a German Shorthaired Pointer, 
the infirm individual with a young 
puppy. Training will not supersede 
the essence of the dog’s character 

or activity level. The solution for this 
is simple - know what energy level 
you are able to handle for the next 
10 years, and then choose a puppy 
or adult dog accordingly. Don’t 
expect to bend the will and nature of 
the dog’s spirit - you won’t succeed.

The “Its My Child’s Dog” 
syndrome. Parents, take note. No 
matter how much your child wants 
to be involved with obtaining, train-
ing, and caring for a dog, the ulti-
mate responsibility is yours. Should 
your child be involved? Absolutely, 
but at best it is a joint project, and 
as your child continues to grow and 
develop other interests, the family 
dog will continue to require care, 

training, and companionship, and 
that’s on you. So, if you do not have 
the time or interest to take on a new 
furry family member, skip the puppy, 
and get your child a goldfish. Note: 
Pet fish can be trained to do tricks 
too!

The “She’s Not a Dog, She’s 
a Person” disorder. Contrary to cur-
rent pop culture trends, dogs do not 
need or enjoy being dressed up in 
costumes, spritzed with cologne, or 
used as an accessory for an outfit. 
No matter the breed or size, dogs 
are canines, and to ignore their 
needs as a species is to do them a 
great disservice. 

Dogs will put up with all manner 
of ridiculous things we humans 
thrust upon them, but embracing 
and providing your dog with what 
her true canine needs are is what 
takes your relationship with her to 
the next level.

“My dog is a vegetarian, 
just like me” delusion. One 
merely needs to open a dog’s mouth 
to know that canines - wolves, jack-
als, foxes and our own dogs - are 
carnivores, as proven by their long 
canine teeth made for tearing and 
gulping meat. 

If dogs were meant to eat plants, 
they would have a set of molars for 
grinding, like a cow. No. Just no.

Talking Dogs

SIDELINE CHATTER
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Whoa, Granny!
Turns out that Keith Jackson, the 

college-football icon who died at 
89 on Jan. 12, cut his broadcast-
ing teeth as a farm kid in western 
Georgia. As Jackson once recalled: 
“My grandmother said to my mother, 
‘You’d better go out there and talk 
to your kid. I think he’s crazy ‘cause 
he’s running around in the cornfield, 
talking to himself.’

“And, I was not talking to myself 
– I was sending Walter Mitty over 
the goal line at the Rose Bowl.”

Uncircle the date
Jan. 15 – the third Monday of 

January – was Blue Monday, sup-
posedly the most depressing day 
of the year. “You sure it wasn’t the 
day before?” asked a New Orleans 
Saints fan.

Bad call
No truth to the rumor that the 

Hawaiian civil defense employee 
who sent out the false missile attack 
alert was a former NFL replacement 
official.

Not so fast there
Police in Sunrise, Fla., nabbed 

Jets receiver Robby Anderson going 
105 mph in a 45 zone.

Well, that’s one way of getting 
good separation.

Divot alert
PGA Tour players in Honolulu for 

the Sony Open got quite a jolt Jan. 
13 when that erroneous incoming 
ballistic-missile missive was sent 
out.

Witnesses say they’d never seen 
a golfer wish he’d wind up in a 
bunker before.

Robbin’ Hood
Jazz guard Rodney Hood slapped 

a cellphone out of a fan’s hand on 
the way to the locker room after he 
was ejected from a game, so the 
NBA fined him $35,000.

And you thought your teenager’s 
last Verizon bill was expensive?

Quote marks
Comedian Argus Hamilton, on 

the NFC Championship Game: “In 
between games, Philadelphia fans 
like to go the airport to boo the safe 
landings.”
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Efforts under way to secure federal funds to dredge open the mouth of San Bernard River
By Roy and Jan Edwards

Those of us who live, work, 
play on or just love the San 
Bernard River got a Christmas 
present we have been waiting 
for in the form of a TCEQ (Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality) press release dated Dec. 
19. 

TCEQ Commissioner Toby 
Baker announced the U.S. Trea-
sury acceptance of Texas’ Multi-
year Implementation Plan (MIP) 
for R.E.S.T.O.R.E. (Resources 
and Ecosystems Sustainabil-
ity, Tourist Opportunities, and 
Revived Economies of the Gulf 
Coast States) Act funding. 

This is the next step in getting 
the mouth of the San Bernard re-
opened. It means the U.S. Trea-
sury can now begin the process 
of funding the projects. 

TCEQ Commissioner Toby 
Baker, Governor Abbott’s appoin-
tee to administer R.E.S.T.O.R.E. 
Act funds in Texas wrote: “Now 
we can begin the process of 
submitting grant applications for 
the projects based on available 
funding.” 

Currently, the 26 projects listed 
in the MIP total $114.2 million 
dollars, but only approximately 
$85 million is available to Texas 
under the Bucket 1 program. 
Some of the 26 projects included 
in the MIP will not be funded at 
this time.

So now what? What must 
happen before the dredge can 
start opening the San Bernard 
River mouth? 

Per TCEQ on www.restorethet
exascoast.org , “The next step in 
the on-going competitive process 

is to determine what projects 
will be applied for funding and 
ultimately which ones will receive 
funding through grant contracts 
with the TCEQ.” 

Chris Sallese of Dannenbaum 
Engineering, who has been work-
ing with Brazoria County on their 
three R.E.S.T.O.R.E. projects, 
offered the following next steps 
expectation: 

1.  TCEQ is developing a grant 
application for submission by the 
project’s local sponsors. (For the 
San Bernard River mouth, local 
sponsors would be the Brazoria 
County Commissioner’s Court.) 
Applications are expected to be 
available to local sponsors in the 
February/March timeframe.

2. Local sponsors, then, com-
plete and return grant applica-
tions to TCEQ. The date for this is 
yet to be determined. 

3. Next, TCEQ reviews the 
applications. 

4. TCEQ, then awards the grant 
to the local sponsors - once the 
U.S. Treasury releases funding to 
the state.

5. Finally, the local sponsor can 
begin to develop their project.  

Please note that these steps 
are very fluid at this point and 
are subject to change based on 
any additional TCEQ and Federal 
rules. 

The opening of the San 
Bernard River is a shovel-ready 
project, so we are hoping the 
funding for this project comes at 
the head of the list.  

Hurricane Harvey flood waters 
partially opened the mouth of 
the river and the historic pass at 
Cedar Lakes further down the 
coast. 

The opening allowed flood 
waters, which had been accu-
mulating and flooding residents 
along the San Bernard River for 
days, to drop five feet in 24 hours. 

Unfortunately, the partial open-
ing is quickly silting shut again. 
We need the dredge to go to 
work sooner rather than later. But 
unless the process moves more 
quickly than expected, we will be 
facing another Hurricane season 
with a restricted river mouth. 

For more information visit: 
www.sanbernardtx.com or 
www.restorethetexascoast.org 

Steps are being taken to dredge open the mouth of the San Bernard River.
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If you like reading The Bulletin each week, pick 
up an extra copy for a friend. Please let our 

advertisers know that you saw their ad.

The Manhattan Transfer, Take 6 team 
to perform at The Clarion on Feb. 2
Musical icons Manhattan 

Transfer and Take 6 will join forces 
to bring one of the most unique 
shows ever to grace the stage at 
The Clarion at Brazosport College.

The Summit: The Manhattan 
Transfer meets Take 6 is one of 
the most thrilling musical collabo-
rations ever assembled. With 20 
Grammy Awards between them, 
these two groups will perform 
together at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 2.

Unlike other music co-bills or 
meetings, The Manhattan Transfer 
and Take 6 were not content to 
sing a set and simply join each 
other for a finale. They have 
created musical moments on the 
stage – singing and performing 
nearly a dozen songs together 

– during this show.
The audience will experience 

the creativity, excitement and 
renowned performances that only 
two phenomenal groups can bring 
to one stage, in-the-moment.

The Summit: The Manhattan 
Transfer Meets Take 6 on Feb. 2 is 
sponsored by NALCO Champion & 
SI Group.

Tickets for the performance are 
$55 for adults, $50 for seniors, 
Former Student Association and 
Brazosport College employees, 
and $20 for students and children.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, contact the Clarion 
Box Office at (979) 230-3156 or 
online at www.brazosport.edu/
clarion.

Manhattan Transfer and Take 6 appear at Clarion Feb. 2

Port Freeport 
appoints new public 

affairs manager
Port Freeport has named Lauren 

McCormick as Public Affairs 
Manager, responsible for managing 
community and local government 
relations.  A lifelong Gulf Coast 
resident, McCormick joined Port 
Freeport as Marketing Specialist last 
spring, bringing diverse business 
experience from both the healthcare 
and energy industries. 

“Lauren’s experience in the 
Business Development depart-
ment combined with her experience 
managing sales, marketing, and 
small business programs gives 
her an excellent foundation for this 
position.”, stated Phyllis Saathoff, 
Executive Director/CEO.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Resoft Park has duck and turtle issues

Resoft County Park is one of the most popular locations managed by the 
Brazoria County Parks Department, with its plentiful pavilions, children’s 
playground, and freshwater fishing. 

Over the years, however, it has become a favored spot for locals to 
discard their unwanted ducks. Whether they’re household pets or stray birds, 
community members tend to drop their ducks off at the park pond, where 
they become quite a nuisance for visitors and staff.

After failed attempts at catching and relocating the birds, and with no easy, 
humane method of ridding the park of the ducks, staff simply has to keep 
cleaning up after them over and over again.

Another wildlife issue that has come to the department’s attention is in 
regards to the over population of turtles living in the lake at Resoft County 
Park. Staff has begun catching and relocating turtles to Chocolate Bayou in 
an attempt to lessen the number of turtles caught when fishing in the lake. 

If visitors see a turtle trap, we ask that they leave it alone, as relocating 
these turtles is proving to better the fishing experience at the park. We’re 
thankful for the cooperation of the community when it comes to both the duck 
and turtle issues we’re currently experiencing.
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Schedule of events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, Feb. 17, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Winter Paddling 
Event #3. Come join the Small 
Watercraft Club as they hold a 
paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat or borrow 
one of ours. Great for families 
and first-time paddlers. Location 
TBA (To Be Announced.)  For 
information or reservations, call 
Mike Mullenweg at (979)864-
1152, or email mikem@brazoria-
county.com

Sunday, Feb. 25, 2-5 
p.m.: Spinning and Weaving. 
Join Stephen F. Austin Statue 
staff and learn the ins and outs 
of spinning and weaving. For 
more information, call the park 
at (979)849-5965.

Sunday, March 11, 2-5 
p.m.: History Talk - Texas’ 
Revolutionary Women. Join us 
as we follow the story of Ann 
Raney Thomas, 26-year-old 
Bailey’s Prairie resident back in 
1836, exploring the mass civilian 
evacuation that became known 
as the Runaway Scrape. For 
more information, call the Ste-
phen F. Austin park at (979)849-
5965.

Saturday, March 10, 9 
a.m. - noon: Spring Paddling 

Event #1. Come join the Small 
Watercraft Club as they hold a 
paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat or borrow 
one of ours. Great for families 
and first time paddlers. Location 
TBA.  For information or reser-
vations call (979)864-1152, or 
email mikem@brazoria-county.com

Friday, March 16, 9 a.m. 
- noon: Kid’s Fishing Derby at 
San Luis Pass County Park. Spend 
the afternoon learning the safe and 
fun way to fish and then head to 
our brand new “Kid’s Fishing Area” 
for your own fishing tournament. 
The fishing area has been stocked 
with over 4,000 fish for you to 
catch. For information or reser-
vations, call (979)864-1152, or 
email mikem@brazoria-county.com

Saturday, March 17, 9 a.m. 
- noon: Spring Paddling Event 
#2. Come join the Small Water-
craft Club as they hold a paddling 
event on one of the waterways in 
Brazoria County. Bring your own 
boat or borrow one of ours. Great 
for families and first-time paddlers. 

Location TBA.  For informa-
tion or reservations, call Mike 
Mullenweg at (979)864-1152, 
or email mikem@brazoria-
county.com

Saturday, April 14, 9 
a.m. - noon: Spring Paddling 
Event #3. Come join the Small 
Watercraft Club as they hold a 
paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat or borrow 
one of ours. Great for families 
and first-time paddlers. Loca-
tion TBA.  For information or 
reservations, call (979)864-1152, 
or email mikem@brazoria-
county.com

Saturday, April 21,  9 
a.m. - noon: Texas Adopt-A-
Beach Spring Clean-Up. Volun-
teers gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside 
and Quintana for a general 
beach clean-up.  Dress for the 
weather and bring along some 
water. Supplies provided; lunch 
afterward.  For information, 
contact Mike at (979)864-1152 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979)233-
1461 (Quintana).

Brazoria County Parks department staff continues to work on the hiking 
and biking trail at Hanson Riverside County Park into the new year. Depart-
ment director Bryan Frazier, accompanied by special events coordinator 
Mike Mullenweg, visited Hanson Riverside County Park to install a temporary 
footbridge along the new, three-mile trail loop at the park.

This interim bridge will provide access to hikers and bikers, until a per-
manent bridge can be built as part of the department’s overall grant-funded 
improvements. Renovations to the trail began about a year ago, and staff 
encourages the community to visit Hanson Park to take advantage of the 
sunny days ahead of us.

Department director Bryan Frazier, left, and special events coordinator 
Mike Mullenweg work on a temporary footbridge at Hanson Riverside 
County Park near West Columbia.

Hanson Park renovations continue

Stephen F. Austin-Munson Historical County Park is in full 
swing with new programs in the coming months. On Jan. 14, the park 
hosted their first History Talk event, where a discussion was held regarding 
the culture of the late 1820s in Texas. They’re planning their next History 
Talk for Feb. 11, with Texas blacksmith Granberry Logan as the topic.
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Yes, it does

Funny corrections
(Not ours, of course)

How to score a free car rental — with an interesting catch
By Josh Noel
Chicago Tribune

How about a free trip to Florida?
You have to drive. But you get a 

free car and a free tank of gas.
You have three days to get there. 

And then give up the car. And get-
ting back home is up to you.

That’s the idea behind Transfer-
car, which unites volunteer drivers 
wanting a (mostly) free one-way trip 

with rental car companies needing 
to relocate their fleets.

Transfercar co-founder Brian 
Karlson started the service in New 
Zealand in 2008 after observing a 
problem: Tourists often flew to the 
country’s North Island before driv-
ing to the South Island and catching 
a flight home. It left a glut of rental 
cars on the wrong island.

Instead of paying to have the 

cars shipped by truck, Transfer-
car created an online platform, 
transfercarus.com, where drivers 
can search for rental cars that need 
relocating. Precise terms of each 
offer are up to the rental compa-
nies. 

Drivers will likely be on the hook 
for tolls and fuel beyond one tank of 
gas. They typically get at least three 
days to move the car and have 
the option of keeping it longer at a 
discounted rate.

Launched in the U.S. in 2014 and 
later in Canada, Transfercar oper-
ated mostly in the western half of 
the country before expanding east 
last year, including to Chicago. 

Transfercar works with two rental 
car agencies in the U.S. – Advan-
tage and Budget – plus three RV 
rental companies, Round said.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Sharp as a tack
6 Fave texting pals
10 “2 Broke Girls” network
13 Chain known for fresh-baked 
bread
15 Count (on)
16 “Blessed __ the meek ... “
17 Imaginative
18 Lacking scents
20 “My parents are gonna kill me!”

22 Page with views
23 Cough syrup meas.
26 Cowpoke’s pal
27 Like the Flash
29 Tennis period since 1968
31 Legendary soul seller
32 Tag line?
33 Woodworking device
35 Fryolator sound
38 Central parts
39 High ball

40 Piece of a pansy
42 Pub pint
43 More than a little plump
45 Put a little extra into the part
46 MapMyWalk statistic
48 Dilapidated place
50 Vegetable container
52 See 31-Down
53 Tolkien creature
54 Viola’s clef
55 Italian relative of grits
58 Hard-to-pass drivers
60 Catwoman portrayer Kitt
64 Seafarer
65 Tropical getaway
66 Rise to the challenge ... and a 
hint to a hidden word in 5-, 10-, 25- 
and 28-Down
67 “__ takers?”
68 Some Fr. martyrs
69 Relaxes

DOWN
1 Place for losers?
2 Scratch or dent
3 Little six-footer
4 Lower-APR deal
5 Armstrong improvisation
6 Far-reaching
7 Govt. agents
8 Bobbing wreckage
9 Country W of Iraq
10 Stop on a redecorating spree
11 Make more toys?
12 Far from posh
14 Wedding site
19 Ones on either side of a “v.”
21 Conduits for gods’ wisdom
23 South Pacific monarchy
24 Ruin
25 King novel set in a graveyard
28 Nominally sovereign country
30 Minor peeve
31 With 52-Across, jeweled cre-
ations made for Russian czars
34 Rock’s __ Lobos
36 Buyer of 31-Across’ soul
37 Sacked out
41 CPR provider
44 Canopy support
47 Apple MP3 player
49 Anne Bront’’s “__ Grey”
50 Medicare card specification
51 Big name in online financial 
services
52 “It’s somebody __ problem”
56 Check out rudely
57 Geometric figure
59 Towel word
61 Pulls a yard prank on, briefly
62 Color nuance
63 College-level H.S. classes
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
THAI  LATIN  DUTCH  POLISH  GERMAN  ENGLISH  SPANISH
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• A hamster’s cheek pockets 
extend all the way to its hips, allow-
ing it to stuff enormous amounts of 
food in its mouth.

• Beer should be served at 44° 
F (or 7° C) — any colder and your 
taste buds won’t get the full effect.

• Scientists created a lab-grown 
burger that took 3 months to grow 
and cost over $300,000 in research.

• When politicians say, “That’s a 

good question,” they are actually 
steering back to their talking points 
and away from the question.

• It’s impossible to hum while 
holding your breath.

• Saudi Arabia imports many of 
their camels from Australia.

• Marijuana-fed pigs are bigger and 
“more savory,” according to farmers.

• Dogs are one of the few species 
that can express empathy.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

DID YOU KNOW?
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Achieving goals should 
be at the top of your list in the week ahead. You are 
sometimes so challenged by unexpected expenses and 
financial outlays that you forget the real reason you have 
so much overhead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Going overboard by 
showering someone with presents might do your heart 
good, but won’t do much for your wallet. In the week to 
come, you must try to be sensible when dealing with busi-
ness and financial affairs.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You may brim with 
ideas, but someone may dampen your ardor by asking 
detailed questions. Your creative urges could be bogged 
down when you must deal with practical considerations in 
the week ahead.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Focus on following 
advice obtained from partners and elders in the week 
ahead. Any small impulsive changes you make now could 
affect your finances or your relationships in an unex-
pected manner.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Too much of a good 
thing can be good for you. Money may slip through your 
fingers in generous amounts, but for some reason the 
expenditures will prove to be for a good cause. Pamper a 
partner this week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Produce the product. 
You could be riding high on a wave of popularity this 
week, but people may be unwilling to take your promises 
at face value. Concentrate on important projects while 
energy levels are high.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Jan. 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1820, Britain’s King George III died 
insane, ending a reign that had 
seen the American and French 
revolutions. In 1936, the first mem-
bers of the Baseball Hall of Fame 
- Ty Cobb, Walter Johnson, Christy 
Mathewson, Babe Ruth and Honus 
Wagner - were named in Cooper-
stown, N.Y.

Jan. 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1933, Adolf Hitler became chancel-

lor of Germany. In 1948, a Hindu 
extremist murdered Indian politi-
cal and spiritual leader Mohandas 
Gandhi.

Jan. 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1606, Guy Fawkes was executed 
for his part in the “Gunpowder Plot” 
against the English Parliament and 
King James I. In 1949, the first day-
time television soap opera, “These 
Are My Children,” was broadcast 
from the NBC station in Chicago.

Feb. 1: ON THIS DATE in 
1893, inventor Thomas A. Edison 
completed work on the world’s first 
motion-picture studio, his “Black 
Maria,” in West Orange, N.J. In 
2003, space shuttle Columbia broke 
apart over Texas during its approach 
for landing in Florida, killing all 
seven astronauts aboard.

Feb. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1653, 
New Amsterdam - now New York 
City - was incorporated. In 1876, 
the National League of Professional 
Base Ball Clubs was formed in New 
York.

Feb. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1690, 
the first paper money in America 
was issued by the colony of Massa-
chusetts. It was used to pay soldiers 
fighting a war against Quebec. In 
1865, President Lincoln and Con-
federate Vice President Alexander 
Stephens held a shipboard peace 
conference off the Virginia coast.

Feb. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1789, 
electors unanimously chose George 
Washington to be the first president 
of the United States. In 1861, del-
egates from six Southern states met 
in Montgomery, Alabama, to form 
the Confederate States of America.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1958, the 
United States entered the Space 
Age with its first successful launch 
of a satellite into orbit, Explorer 1.

This week’s question: In 
1825, who did the U.S. House 
of Representatives elect presi-
dent after none of the candidates 
received a majority of the electoral 
votes?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Plan to exercise poise. 
A significant other might surprise you with a touch of 
the exotic or a friend may present a sudden change of 
plans. In the week ahead, work behind the scenes to 
enhance your reputation.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Drift along with the 
crowd as a sightseer. The urge to be outrageous and 
shocking will fade as you get back into regular routines. 
As this week unfolds, you may want to be pampered 
but practical at the same time.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Practice makes perfect. 
Put extra effort into fulfilling existing obligations in the 
week to come. Pass up invitations to community events 
so that there is more time to tend to family-based goals 
and activities.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The road to penniless-
ness is paved with good intentions. Follow through on 
financial commitments and don’t waste your resources 
by overpaying for luxury items. You can be creative 
without being extravagant.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Push the envelope, not 
the paperwork. You may prefer to be an entrepreneur 
rather than a traditionalist. If you show you know 
“what’s what,” others will quickly develop confidence in 
your abilities in the week ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Play by the rules. Prob-
lems that appear may reflect a lack of foresight in the 
past. Take pains to make corrections immediately so 
that you won’t be held accountable in the future. Focus 
on joint financial security.
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: LARVA  GAUGE  SEASON  GUTTER
Answer: He bought the parking structure at the -- GARAGE SALE

DID YOU KNOW?
• Nearly 50% of all murdered 

women are killed by romantic 
partners.

• Researchers found that having 
too many friends on Facebook 
causes people to have a negative 
perception of you.

• The U.S. spends more money 
per person on healthcare than any 
other country, yet its life expectancy 
is below average.

• Russia has more nuclear weap-
ons than any other country.

Gun & Outdoor Show
Brazoria Heritage Foundation

Sat., March 3 (9a-5p) and Sun., March 4 (9a-3p)
Held in the 1933 Brazoria School Gymnasium,
205 Nevada Street (Brazoria Civic Center)

off SH36 in Brazoria

LOOKING FOR DEALERS
AND EXHIBITORS

TABLES $50
10' X 10' BOOTHS $85

To reserve a table or booth, or if you have any questions,
Contact Bruce Gotcher (979) 798-8075
or Bob Schwebel (979) 236-0241.

$5 entry fee for anyone over 12
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