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Managing
politics and
friends, family

Sometimes I
wonder: What if?

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Eight years ago this month I was
diagnosed with transverse myelitis,
a rare disorder that left me unable
to walk.
Although resigned to life in a
wheelchair, on sleepless nights I
replay in my mind how I got here. I

By John Toth
The Bulletin

A friend recently posted a message on Facebook about how a
couple of lifelong friends he knows
parted ways because of political
differences.

The View from My Seat

am burdened with “what ifs” about
the treatment leading up to my
diagnosis.
Could I have limited the effects
of this disorder if I had described
my symptoms better, asked more
questions and demanded quicker
appointments?
What if I had gone to a different
hospital or found the right doctor
sooner?

(Continued on Page 7)

Author Dobie’s
wife was also
writer, editor

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

I shared with you all about
acclaimed Western novel author
J. Frank Dobie’s visit to the Poole
Ranch in one of my December
columns. But, did you know that

Ramblings

When it came to home remedies, not all kids were treated equal

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

Those were the good old days.
Or were they? When it comes to
the home remedies of my youth,
they were far from it.
When I was a child in the dark
ages, a long time ago, we used to
have home remedies for certain
medical conditions that would make
you want to face death rather than

(Continued on Page 6)
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left only ill-feelings toward anyone
who escaped it.
Some cousins resided with us
one spring, and their daughter was
awarded special privileges (by her
parents not ours). We had to take
our dose of castor oil straight. She,
however, could have hers mixed
with orange juice and chilled in
the freezer to mask the taste and

(Continued on Page 10)

(Continued on Page 4)
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Memories are made of this
Dobie, Texas’ man of letters, married
Bertha McKee of Velasco in Brazoria
County? Though most people have
heard of J. Frank Dobie, Bertha
McKee Dobie was an acclaimed
writer and editor in her own right.
Bertha McKee Dobie was born
July 8, 1890 in Susquehanna

be subjected to the home therapy.
We also had some medical treatments that were seasonal. They,
too, were something to be dreaded.
Spring cleaning takes on a new
meaning when your family decides
that castor oil for all dependents
is part of the process. Myself and
my siblings decided we hated the
insidious treatment but were denied
having a vote in this process. This

This friendship was many
decades old. The two women have
known each other since Kindergarten. They have not spoken to each
other in two years. They don’t let
their grandchildren play with each
other.
It could be said that if politics
breaks up a friendship, it wasn’t very
strong in the first place. But according to my friend, this relationship
was strong, and it lasted for a very
long time – through grandchildren’s
baptisms, weddings and graduations.
And it ended because of politics.
We live in interesting times, to
put it mildly. We need to protect
ourselves against what happened
to these two old friends – former
friends now. Let’s see how some of
the odd couples in the political world
keep from falling into this trap.

BC Library plans
book sale Feb 6-8
in Angleton

SEE PAGE 5

Feb 8

CP Chem to help
build Sweeny ISD
career, tech ctr.

SEE PAGE 9
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Why is air invisible?
Air looks invisible because it
sends very little color to our eyes.
Most objects seem to have color
because they absorb some light
wavelengths, or colors, and reflect
others back to us.
Objects appear to be the color
they reflect to our eyes.
Air is a mixture of gases, mainly
nitrogen and oxygen, with small
molecules that are far apart.
Wavelengths of light may pass
by these molecules without hitting
them.
When they do bump a molecule,
it absorbs some color and scatters
some, spreading it out in all directions.
Too little reaches our eyes for us
to notice unless there is a lot of it.
For example, so much scattered
blue light in the atmosphere makes
the sky look blue.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Humans’ most deadly
predator
Q. Which of the following is the
deadliest predator of people on
the planet? A. sharks B. lions and
other big cats C. human beings D.
mosquitoes E. dogs.
A. Mosquitoes (D). “Sharks kill
fewer than 10 people annually,
whereas the average yearly mosquito-related death toll over the past
two decades is about two million,”
says Steve Mirsky in “Scientific
American” magazine, drawing on
Timothy Winegard’s book, “The
Mosquito: A Human History of Our
Deadliest Predator.” What makes
humans particularly attractive are
carbon dioxide exhalations that the
insects can detect up to 200 feet
away.
Some 110 trillion mosquitoes
are alive at any one time, but only
the female bites. Writes Winegard,
“it is the toxic and highly evolved
diseases she transmits that cause
an endless barrage of desolation
and death.” Of the more than 15
diseases mosquitoes transmit,
the deadliest is malaria, and the
book argues that malaria diseases
played a critical role in the American
colonists’ underdog win against the
British in the Revolutionary War.

George Washington, himself a
malaria sufferer, commanded troops
already exposed to the disease,
whereas the British troops were
unprotected from “the kill-buzz.”
FYI, the runner-up killer of human
beings is human beings, Winegard
says, with the annual toll reaching
about 475,000 deaths on average
over the past two decades.
Newborns and mom’s T-shirt
Q. Why were new Moms asked
to wear the same cotton T-shirt to
bed for three consecutive nights?
A. They were part of a study to
test whether a familiar scent can
sooth Baby, as some midwives
have advised, says Layal Liverpool in “New Scientist” magazine.
Moms were told to use their normal
shampoo, soap and deodorant but
not add any new products. Then
researcher Sarah Jessen showed
photos of happy and fearful faces
to seven-month-old babies — the
age by which the fear response has
developed. “Each of the 76 infants
viewed the photos while being
exposed to either the familiar smell
of their mother, a stranger’s odor, or
no specific odor.” The infants were
fitted with an EEG cap, which would
measure a specific pattern of electrical activity in the brain, indicative of
a fear response.
Jessen found those babies that
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could smell their mother didn’t have
this pattern, but those exposed to
the other two situations did. Her
conclusion? Babies’ experiences,
including those of smell, can influence fear processing in the brain.
Next, she plans to investigate
whether babies have a similar
response to their father’s scent or
the scent of other caregivers. Stay
tuned!
The truth about
tumbleweeds
Q. As the old cowboy song
intones: “Here on the range I
belong/ Drifting along with the tumbling tumbleweeds.” What’s wrong
with this picture?
A. “Those dried-up, grey and
brown tangles of ‘salsola’ plants
have blown through many a
Western movie, but they actually
aren’t all that Western,” says Susan
Milius in “Science News” magazine.
According to evolutionary ecologist
Shana Welles, the tumbleweed
species isn’t even native to North
America, reportedly having been
brought as “impure” flaxseed from
Russia to South Dakota in the
1870s. The adaptable “S. tragus”
can now be found in at least 45 U.S.
states, including Louisiana, Maine
and Hawaii, and thrives in places
like California’s Central Valley,
where 5’8” Welles recounted standing next to tumbleweeds that were
taller than she was.
In its one year of life, a single
plant can create more than 100,000
lentil-sized fruits. When fruit and
seeds form, a tissue layer weakens
the main stem at the base for the
wind to snap off the entire structure
to blow where it will. As Milius puts
it, “A tumbleweed is just a maternal
corpse giving her living seeds a
chance of a good life somewhere
new.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

If you enjoy reading
The Bulletin, please
tell your friends
about us or pick
up extra copies for
them. Please let our
advertisers know that
you saw their ads in
The Bulletin.
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Don’t let political divides get in the way of friends, family
(Continued on Page 1)

Kellyanne Conway and her
husband, George seem to be doing
well. They represent the extreme
politically opposite couples.
Kellyanne ran President Trump’s
campaign and now serves as his
counselor. George has criticized

Trump in public and on Twitter multiple times. They have been married
since 2001 and have four children.
While we don’t know what goes on
behind closed doors, their publicly
visible lives seem to be doing just
fine.
And look at James Carville and

SOME KNIGHT IN SHINING ARMOR HE TURNED OUT TO
BE: An irritated groom got very angry at the cutting of the cake at his
wedding reception, snatched a plate of it from a bridesmaid and unromantically fed his wife. He grabbed a bottle of champagne from a guest, wildly
shook it and smashed it on the floor. Then he kicked the wedding cake,
SNAP, CRACKLE AND … OH WOW, DUDE: During a a traffic
stop in Jackson, Miss., sheriff’s deputies seized 10 pounds of Rice Crispy
treats infused with marijuana.
MY GOD! THE MACHINES ARE BECOMING SELF AWARE!:
A couple in Forsyth County, N.C., heard loud noises downstairs late at
night, So, thinking it was an intruder, called the cops and hid in a bedroom
closet. Officers came and determined that a robotic vacuum had turned
itself on and started banging against a wall. The couple had bought the
device three days earlier and named it Harry.
HEY, BE CAREFUL WITH THAT! … OUCH!: Because his roommate was playing a video game too loudly at their apartment in Guelf,
Ontario, a man got up and hit the roomie with a bong.
DON’T LEAVE YOUR BOYFRIEND IN THE BACKSEAT: After
dropping off his girlfriend at her night job, a man went to sleep in the back
seat of her vehicle in Vado, N.M., and woke up to discover that a car thief
was driving it down Interstate 10. He started pummeling the guy, who
pulled over and attacked him with a knife. Police involvement resulted.
WHAT MAKES YOU THINK IT WAS ME, OFFICER?: A bank
employee in Charlotte, N.C., was arrested for systematically pilfering
$88,000 from the bank’s vault and using the money to fund a luxury
lifestyle. He posted numerous pictures of himself on Facebook and Instagram posing with stacks of cash and a new Mercedes-Benz.
ARE YOU QUESTIONING MY TASTE OF POPULAR CULTURE!?: Two men attended a Green Bay Packers game, got very drunk
at a bar, got into a violent argument over the TV comedy “How I Met Your
Mother” as they were driving home, and began trading blows. They exited
the vehicle and continued the fight, which brought them to the attention of
law enforcement.
IS IT COLD IN HERE, OR IS IT ME?: A man entered a grocery
store in Riverside, Calif., stuffed bags of frozen shrimp down his pants
and walked out. He came back and did it again twice more, making off
with a total of 30 bags.
OOH! OW! OUCH! ARRGH!: A driver went off the road and crashed
into four light poles in Missoula, Mont.
ROLL IT BACK DOWN, SIR, RIGHT NOW!: A man, who was
pulled over in a traffic stop in Scottville, Mich., refused to provide any
identification to the sheriff’s deputy, and then “rolled the deputy’s arm up
in his window while he was attempting to lock himself in his vehicle.” He
was charged with resisting police.
HEY, IT LOOKS LIKE IT’S RAINING CATFISH!: A hawk flying
through the skies of Beaufort County, N.C., dropped a large catfish on the
car of a woman driving to her home, shattering her windshield.

Mary Matalin’s two decades-long
union. Carville is a Democratic
commentator and strategist, and
Matalin, his wife, is a conservative
strategist. They have two daughters.
“We’re very practical in our local
politics, and we’re philosophically
opposed on the role and scope
of government, but we love each
other. What can I say?,” she told
U.S. World and News Report.
I would guess that they have a lot
of things in common that they focus
on aside of their political differences
– like kids, schools, community,
spending time together and loving
each other.
Here is my take on how to handle
turbulent political waters with
friends or family.
At family gatherings or when
dining, talk about the Astros, the
weather, school, neighbors, but
never about politics. If the high

rollers in the business of politics can
do it, we can also.
If someone delves into politics
at a gathering, change the subject.
If they persist, tell them that they’ll
have to stand in the corner for timeout, facing the wall. Just kidding,
but I have been searching the Internet machine and found a possible
escape route. Just say: “You’ve
given me something to think about.
Let’s talk about something else and
come back to this at another time.”
Facebook friends who feel like
their calling is to advocate political
positions endlessly don’t realize
that some of us may not be all that
interested.
Although we care about our

country and have views as to how it
should be run, we also have other
things to do – like working and
enjoying our free time. You’ll regret
jumping into one of their Facebook
threads. Keep posting photos of
vacations, pets, kids and grandkids.
Funny memes and jokes are also a
good idea.
Democracy can be messy at
times. It is an inefficient form of government. The noise it generates can
be deafening. But it should also be
managed and kept in perspective.
So, my unsolicited advice to the
two friends who have parted ways:
Get back together and have a good
time watching the grandkids play.
And stay away from politics.

How much does it cost to run for Congress
United States House and Senate candidates running in the 2018 election
cycle reported raising a total of $1.7 billion and spending $1.1 billion between
January 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018.
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
steak, gravy cheese cauliflower, okra
Wednesday, Feb. 5: Spaghetti & tomatoes pears & cottage cheese,
with meat sauce, carrots, peas, garlic toast, dessert.
pears & cottage cheese, garlic
Tuesday, Feb. 18: Barbecued
sticks, dessert.
chicken, squash casserole, pinto
Thursday, Feb. 6: Meatloaf, mac- beans, zucchini & tomatoes, jello
aroni & cheese, lima beans, mustard salad, sliced bread, dessert.
Meals served at 11:30 a.m. at the center.
greens, jello salad, biscuits, dessert.
Friday, Feb. 7: Salisbury steak, Meals-on-wheels available - call before 9:
30 a.m. Low salt/sugar meals available - call
broccoli, squash casserole, slaw, before 8 a.m. Take-out meals - call before 10:
cornbread, dessert.
30 a.m. and pick up at 11 a.m. Transportation
Monday, Feb. 20: Chicken-fried to center available - call before 8:30 a.m.
Menu is subject to change.
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Pam Tillis to sit in for Aaron Tippin at Clarion’s Roots & Boots show
Due to personal reasons, country
music performer Aaron Tippin will
not appear in the upcoming Roots
& Boots performance on April 3 at
The Clarion at Brazosport College.
However, the Clarion is pleased
to announce that country vocalist
Pam Tillis will perform in his place.
The Roots & Boots lineup will
now feature Tillis, Sammy Kershaw
and Collin Raye. The show is being
sponsored by STP Nuclear Operating Company.
Tickets for the show are $65 for
adults, $60 for seniors, Brazosport
College employees and former
student association members, and
$20 for students and children.
For more information or to purchase tickets, contact The Clarion
Box Office at (979) 230-3156 or
online at www.brazosport.edu/
clarion.
The daughter of country music

Pam Tillis
legend, Mel Tillis, Pam Tillis has
paved her own way in music as
a singer and songwriter. Through
the years, she has earned six No.
1 and 14 Top 10 singles, more
than 30 singles charting on U.S.
Billboard charts and has sold more
than seven million copies of her
studio albums.

She is a 15-time CMA nominee
and two-time winner, a nine-time
Academy of Country Music Award
nominee, a two-time Grammy
award winner and six-time
Grammy nominee, and an American Music Award nominee.
Her songs have been recorded
by respected named in various
genre, including Chaka Khan,
Juice Newton, Dan Seals, Gloria
Gaynor, Conway Twitty and Highway 101.
Between the three of them,
Raye, Kershaw and Tillis have
nearly 50 Top 10 hits and 24 that
reached No. 1.

County library book sale Feb. 6-8

The Brazoria County Library System Foundation will be holding a book
sale at the Angleton Library Feb. 6-8. The semi-annual sale features
books, audiobooks, and more – materials withdrawn from the collections
of the twelve branches throughout the county, and items donated by the
public.
Items sell for $1 or less. Money from the sale is used to support the
summer reading program and other exciting library projects. Cash and
checks are accepted.
The sale begins Thursday, Feb. 6, 5-8 p.m. and continues Friday and
Saturday, Feb. 7-8, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. It will be held at the Angleton Library,
401 E. Cedar Street.
Volunteers 16 years of age or older are also needed to help with the
book sale and the set-up that takes place Thursday, from 9 a.m. until noon
For more information or to volunteer please contact Mary Myers by
phone: (979) 297-5898 or email maryhmeyers@comcast.net.
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Famed Western writer’s wife, Bertha
Dobie, was also acclaimed writer, editor
(Continued from Page 1)

County, Pennsylvania, to Richard
Alexander and Ray (Park) McKee.
They had been living in Texas, but
returned to Pennsylvania for the
birth of their first child, Bertha. After
that, the family returned to Texas,
living in several small towns before
settling in Velasco, which is now
part of Freeport. Bertha was seven
years old then and spent her childhood in this coastal town.
After high school, Bertha attended
Southwestern University, where she
met her future husband, J. Frank
Dobie. Both worked on the 1910
yearbook. She was class valedictorian and commencement speaker at
graduation. After six years of communicating mostly through letters,
Bertha married J. Frank Dobie in
the McKee family home in Velasco,
Sept. 20, 1916.

J. Frank Dobie credited Bertha as
his best critic and editor, and while
she served him in that capacity, she
also became a writer in her own
right. They often collaborated, as
is evident in “Legends of Texas,”
edited by J. Frank Dobie and published by the Texas Folklore Society
(Austin, Texas) circa 1924. In it,
Bertha related three legends from
Brazoria County: “Mysterious Music
in the San Bernard River”, “The
Death Bell of the Brazos”, and “The
Legend of the Salt Marshes”.
A niece of J. Frank and Bertha
McKee Dobie, local resident Ray
Pearl (Wood) Condry, remained
active in historical organizations in
our county until her recent death.
(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin.
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com.
Snail mail: The Bulletin, P.O. Box
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

History of the pie

Pies can be traced back to
the Greeks, who created what
is believed to be the first pastry
shell by mixing water and flour.
Today, there are a multitude of
pies available, with apple being
the top seller.
Source: holidayscalendar.com Graphic: Staff, TNS

J. Frank Dobie and Bertha McKee Dobie are shown at a family gathering. (L to R, Back row): Charles A.Wood,
Emily McKee Wood, Edgar Kincaid, Lucinda McKee Kincaid, Richard A. McKee, Ray Park McKee, Bertha
McKee Dobie, J. Frank Dobie. (L to R, Front row): Edgar Kincaid Jr, Emily Wood, Ray Pearl (Wood) Condry,
Bertha Wood. Picture courtesy of the Brazoria County Historical Commission.

WHAT THE BIBLE IS ALL ABOUT

Vain Religion

The viewpoint of the world is that religion is important, but which particular religion one
espouses is not important. People can be heard to say, “Join the church of your choice” or, “Attend
the church of your choice this Sunday.” Does it matter to which church you belong? Is one religion
as good as another? The Bible answers this question in a decisive manner, and its answer is that it
matters very much which religion one espouses.
Jesus said that some religion is vain or empty religion, “These people draw near to Me with
their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship
Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men” (Matthew 15:8-9). Also, Paul condemned
the Galatians for adhering to another gospel than the one that the apostles taught (Galatians 1:6-9).
Peter warned that “...there were false prophets among the people, even as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who
bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their destructive
ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed” (2 Peter 2:2-2). These and many
other passages teach us that it matters very much to God which religion one espouses.
Vain worship means “empty” worship. Many people actively pursue some form of religion,
and they do so sincerely, but sincerity is not enough. One’s religion and worship must be true
(John 4:24). The one and only source of truth is the word of God (John 17:17). Are you involved in
a religion that pleases God or that pleases you? Leave your human, vain religion for the one taught
in the New Testament.

West Columbia Church of Christ

306 East Jackson, West Columbia, TX 77486 • (979) 538-2175
Services: Sunday: 9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.
Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com
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I can’t help but to wonder what would have happened – if...
(Continued from Page 1)

I suspect almost all of us with disabling issues ask ourselves these
types of questions.
Transverse myelitis is a neurological disorder caused by inflammation of the spinal cord. The
inflammation disrupts communication between nerves in the spinal
cord and the rest of the body.
The disorder often develops after
a viral or bacterial infection attacks
the spinal cord. Sometimes the
infection causes a derangement of
the immune system, which leads to
an autoimmune attack on the cord
rather than a direct attack by the
organism.
High-dose steroids are the first
line of treatment. They reduce
spinal inflammation.
It took three weeks to get a diagnosis and my first steroids. I don’t
blame anyone – after all there are
only 1,500 new cases yearly - but I
do wonder if we missed opportunities to get a faster diagnosis and a
better outcome.
Here is what happened:
Friday, Feb. 10, 2012: I left work
with that malaise you feel when the
flu is lurking. Prior to this I was the
picture of health, but I had overlooked one thing: a flu shot.
Saturday, Feb 11: Flu strikes.
Sunday, Feb. 12: Obviously not
24-hour flu. Still sick.

Monday, Feb. 13 and Tuesday,
Feb. 14: I awakened Monday
night dripping in sweat. Should I
have gone to the doctor immediately? We canceled Valentine’s
Day dinner. I was soaked again
Tuesday night.
Wednesday, Feb. 15: I went to
my primary care physician. I had
pneumonia, too. He prescribed an
antibiotic and rehydrated me. I went
home. Did we miss something?
Thursday, Feb. 16: Still sick. I
felt wobbly walking but didn’t give it
much thought. I figured it was from
not eating. What if I had gone back
to the doctor and described the
weakness?
Saturday, Feb. 18: Still feeling
badly, I checked into a close-by
regional hospital. Would I have
fared better going to a hospital in
the medical center? Perhaps, but I
thought it was only the flu!
Sunday, Feb. 19: Felt better in
the hospital after being given new
medicines.
Monday, Feb. 2: Told hospital
doctor I was feeling better, but I had
developed numbness in my feet and
groin. “That doesn’t sound good,”
he said. A neurologist ordered a
spinal cord MRI.
Tuesday, Feb. 21: MRI showed
no abnormalities. Another neurologist ordered a brain MRI.
Wednesday. 22: Brain MRI

showed nothing abnormal. After
a discussion with doctors, I was
discharged with instructions to
come back if things didn’t clear
up. I wonder if I hadn’t adequately
described my symptoms? I wonder
if the doctors hadn’t asked the right
questions or done the right tests?
Did they know about transverse
myelitis?
Thursday, Feb. 23: Back home,
walking was getting harder.
Friday Feb 24: I returned to my
primary care physician. I described
what had happened since seeing
him earlier. He thought I had a
pinched nerve.
He made me an appointment with
a neurosurgeon for Monday.
Saturday, Feb. 25 and Sunday,
Feb. 26: At home, my legs weakened. I decided not to return to the
hospital since it was the weekend
and I already had the appointment
Monday with the neurosurgeon.
What if I had gone to the hospital?
Monday, Feb. 27: I needed a
walker to get to the neurosurgeon.
The doctor reviewed my MRIs. I
was told there was nothing surgery
could fix. Then the words I will
never forget: You may never walk
again, they said. Stunned, I was
told to see a neurologist.
I couldn’t get an appointment
with a neurologist until Wednesday.
What if I had pressured them for

an immediate appointment? Was it
already too late?
Tuesday, Feb. 28: Legs continued to weaken.
Wednesday, Feb 29: I needed a
wheelchair to get to the neurologist.
The neurologist ordered more
tests but immediately put me on
high-dose steroids. Too late. Almost
three weeks after first getting sick,

the damage was done and eight
years of physical therapy and “Hail
Mary” treatments haven’t been able
to reverse it.
From my wheelchair, I wonder.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or,
send letters in care of The Bulletin,
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree that
advertising in The Bulletin is good for your
business. Call (979) 849-5407
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Daddy-Daughter Sock Hop Feb. 15 Alliance awards Brazosport College Business of the Year
The City of Freeport is sponsoring a Daddy-Daughter Sock Hop at
Freeport’s RiverPlace on Feb. 15
from 6-8:30 p.m.
Freeport is excited to host this
event for the second year in a row.
Get ready to shake, rattle, and roll
at Daddy-Daughter Sock Hop 2020.
This 1950s sock hop-themed
event features a night full of music
and fun and is sure to create lasting
family memories.
Activities include a dance contest,
a hula hoop competition, a bestdressed contest, a candy bar and
more.

Daughters in eighth grade and
under are welcome to attend.
Admission is $25 for one father
and daughter and $10 for each
additional child. Tickets can be
purchased at the Freeport Historical
Museum, located at 311 East Park
Avenue, when it is open Wednesday-Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
They are also available at
Freeport’s Visitor Information
Center, located at 500 N. Brazosport Boulevard in Freeport, open
Monday-Friday 8 a.m to 5 p.m.
For more information, please call
(979) 233-0066, visit us at 311 E.

Brazosport College was recently
awarded The Alliance (Economic
Development Alliance for Brazoria
County) 2019 Business of the Year
accolade at the organization’s Quarterly Membership Meeting.
The Alliance’s Chairman of the
Board Jim Russ presented the
award to Brazosport College President Dr. Millicent Valek.
Among the reasons for winning the accolade, it was stated
“Brazosport College plays a critical
role in the community by providing
educational opportunities for all. The
College places student success at
the forefront of everything it does. It

is a model for public/private partnerships. Brazosport College supports
our economic growth via tax abatements and workforce training for
industry.”
The Alliance accepted nominations for Business of the Quarter
during the past year, with Brazosport College receiving the Business of the Quarter Award at the

Alliance’s July 25 meeting. The
membership voted on which Business of the Quarter Recipient would
receive the honor of Business of the
Year for 2019.
For more information about
Brazosport College, call (979)
230-3000. To learn more about the
Alliance for Brazoria County, call
(979) 848-0560.

The real Banjamin

Born on Jan. 17, 1706 to a soap
and candlemaker in England, Benjamin Franklin grew up to become
one of the most well-known and
celebrated Americans in history.
Source: timeanddate.com / Staff graphic, TNS

Brazosport College was recently awarded The Alliance (Economic
Development Alliance for Brazoria County) 2019 Business of the Year at
the organization’s Quarterly Membership Meeting. Brazosport College
President Dr. Millicent Valek, center, is pictured with Brazosport College
Regents, from left, Jason Cordoba and Steven Solis, at the meeting.

Cradle of Texas DAR celebrates 70 years

The Cradle of Texas Daughters of the Republic of Texas celebrated the
chapter’s 70th Anniversary at their last meeting. Pictured left to right are
former Presidents of the Cradle of Texas Daughters of the Republic of
Texas. They include, from left, Emma Jean Tanner, Lake Jackson; Donna
Johnson, Bay City; Bartlett Ramsey, Angleton; Dolyne Stevens, West
Columbia; Ann Phillips, Danbury; Jackie Jechmenek, Bay City; and the
current president, Linda Huskey, Lake Jackson.
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ing pathways that help the next
said Wayne McDowell, plant mangeneration compete in the workager of Chevron Phillips Chemical’s
place,” said Sweeny ISD SuperinSweeny/Old Ocean Facilities.
the workplace.
tendent Dr. Tory Hill.
“Our goal is to create a viable
The career and technology edu“That’s why this donation from
talent pool in our area, while providcation center is expected to open
Chevron Phillips Chemical is so
ing broad educational opportunities
in the fall of 2020 and consolidate
important. Not only does it advance
to local students. We believe the
career and technology classes
our shared commitment to our stuChevron Phillips Chemical CTE
already taught at Sweeny ISD in
dents’ future, it also embodies the
Center at Sweeny ISD will help
one building, which is currently
kind of ideal collaboration between
make this a reality, and we look
under renovation.
industry and our school system to
forward to welcoming the first round
Course offerings include classes
develop effective workforce develof students next fall.”
focused on science, technology,
opment opportunities.”
The Chevron Phillips Chemical
engineering and math, as well
Under its funding agreement
donation will also help Sweeny ISD
as professional communications,
with Sweeny ISD, Chevron Phillips
cover fees for college entrance
agriculture, architecture and conChemical is contributing $1.7 milexams, such as the Texas Success
struction, business and health and
lion over nine years to offset costs
Initiative (TSI) Assessment to the
science.
associated with operating the new
PSAT and SAT tests. The Chevron
Once complete, the building
center. Sweeny ISD will use $7.5
Phillips Chemical CTE Center will
will be named the Chevron Phillips
million of a recently approved bond
also offer technical certifications,
Chemical CTE Center.
referendum to renovate related
including, but not limited to, welding
“Ninety-five percent of our high
building grounds.
and National Center for Construcschool students already take career
“Our contribution to Sweeny ISD
tion Education and Research
and technology courses, a sign of
will ultimately result in a win-win for
(NCCER), as well as Microsoft,
how great the demand is for creatthe community and our company,”
QuickBooks and AutoCad.

CP Chem contributes $1.7M for Sweeny ISD career, tech center
Chevron Phillips Chemical
Company LP and the Sweeny Independent School District recently
announced a $1.7 million contribution from the company to the
district’s new career and technology

education (CTE) center.
The donation reflects a shared
commitment to education and
workforce development and will
provide high school students the
industry skills needed to compete in

Brazoria Lions Receive Charter Organization
of the Year (2019) Cub Scout Pack 503

The Brazoria Lions Club was recognized and honored with a plaque
as the Charter Organization of the Year (2019) for Cub Scout Pack 503
at the 27th Annual Cradle of Texas District Awards Banquet on Friday,
January 17, 2020, at St. Michael’s Church in Lake Jackson. Representing
the Brazoria Lions, from left, are Lions Dan Swords, Jan Edwards, Roy
Edwards, and Bob Schwebel.

BC scholarship created in honor of Ginny Martinez-Foster

Dr. Barry Foster recently presented a $2,850 check to the Brazosport
College Foundation to start the Ginny Martinez-Foster Memorial
Scholarship Fund. The general scholarship, which Dr. Foster created in
honor of his late wife, Ginny Martinez-Foster, will be used to assist BC
students with tuition and fees. Pictured, from left, are Haley Ruthstrom,
Brazosport College Director, Major Gifts; Tracee Watts, Brazosport
College Vice President of College Advancement; Dr. Barry Foster,
Brazosport College faculty member; and Sherrie Garrett, Brazosport
College Foundation Development Officer. To learn more about
scholarships through Brazosport College and the Brazosport College
Foundation, call (979) 230-3245.

Chevron Phillips Chemical donated $1.7 million to Sweeny ISD to improve its career and technology education
center, expected to open in the fall of this year. It will be named the Chevron Phillips Chemical CTE Center.
The school district will be able to offer local high school students workforce development opportunities.
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Home remedies in my youth were often also torturous
(Continued from Page 1)

consistency of the dreaded potion.
We hated her for years despite the
fact it was not her doing.
As a child, it seems that nearly
every youth had a carbuncle (boil).
These were allowed to fester until
they became painful. They were
then treated with ichthammol (icky
oil or drawing salve). It was a

sticky black compound that stained
and was supposed to “draw” the
carbuncle to a head. The offending
boil was then drained or expressed.
These infections usually had a
“core” that had to be removed, painfully, of course. The core was either
squeezed out or drawn out with a
sterile needle.
In today’s world, these infections

are treated carefully, as they are a
staph infection. They are drained or
expressed gently and treated with
antibiotics. Squeezing the old-fashioned way could lead to complications, such as cellulitis or sepsis.
Ichthammol is no longer available,
as it was never an FDA-approved
medication. It was on the market for
years as a grandfathered drug, and
getting a new drug approval was far
too expensive for a small market.
As if the treatment wasn’t cruel
and unusual enough, the addition
of SSS tonic (triple S tonic) was
added to our daily regimen for a few
weeks. The tonic was noxious in
flavor and smell. If you are masochistic enough, you can probably still
order it from your favorite drug store
to see if I’m right.
My grandfather held the FDAunapproved belief that the cure for
a sore throat was diluting Absorbine Sr. (a horse liniment that was
forerunner of Absorbine Jr.) in an
atomizer and spraying your throat
several times a day. It contained
methanol.
I was extremely nearsighted (like
legally blind) as a youth and blamed
it on my grandfather. Methanol is
also known as wood alcohol, which
if consumed, can cause blindness
and death. None of us children died,
but we all wore glasses. It could
have been worse. He claimed they
cured his mother’s breast cancer
with a cow manure poultice. Try to
explain that to the other members
of the congregation or your fellow
diners.
You are now allowed to snicker
when your children or grandchildren
complain about the taste of their
medication.
(Edward Forbes wants to
hear from you. Email him at
eforbes1946@gmail.com. Send
comments by mail to The Bulletin,
PO Box 2426, Angleton TX. 77516.)
LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Mixed Beverage
Permit (MB), Late Hours Permit
(LB) and Beverage Cartage Permit
(PE), by Mass Enterprise LLC,
Managing Member, Jason Andrew
Mass, operating as Pelican’s At
Surfside Beach, to be located at,
10 Surf Drive Surfside Beach, Brazoria County, Texas.
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Couples’ cooking
classes at BC
Just in time for Valentine’s Day,
Brazosport College’s Community
Education Department is offering
a new culinary class aimed toward
couples.
With its Heart-to-Heart Couples
Cooking Class on Feb. 6, participants can treat their other halves to
an early Valentine’s Day gift. After
preparing a delicious meal, couples
can dine by candlelight while enjoying conversations with new friends.
The class, which is $85, will be
offered from 6-9 p.m. on Thursday,
Feb. 6 and will be held in Community Education’s demonstration
kitchen on the Brazosport College
campus. Please contact the BC
Community Education Department if
you will be bringing libations.
The Heart-to-Heart Couples
Cooking Class is part of BC Community Education’s new hands-on
series of culinary classes, “Let’s Get
Cooking.” Other classes include
“Speed Scratch Cooking” on March
5 and “Gourmet Desserts Made
Easy” on April 9.
All three classes are taught by
professional chef Debbie Warren,
who has more than 35 years of
experience cooking and entertaining
for large groups.
For more information, go to
www.brazosport.edu/ce or call (979)
230-3600.
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Prices Good Thru 02-11-20
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Biggest winner in this game?
Gotta be the Steelers
This score just in: Chargers 3,
Brown 0. Felony battery … burglary
… criminal mischief … Probably not
what NFL publicists meant by “triple
threat,” Antonio Brown.
NCAA meets WWEs
The Big 12 suspended Sylvio
DeSousa for 12 games after the
Kansas center threw punches and
wielded a stool during a last-second
brawl against Kansas State. No
truth to the rumor the teams’ return
game on Feb. 29 will be a cage
match.
How uplifting
With football’s two top tight ends
— the 49ers’ George Kittle and
the Chiefs’ Travis Kelce — squaring off in Super Bowl LIV, you just

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
have to figure there’s a gluteoplasty
endorsement riding on it for the
winner.
Garbage time
Now selling online: “Houston
Asterisks” T-shirts. Act now, and
they’ll even throw in a complimentary Asterisks trash can.
Penalty on the play
Police in Nashville arrested Patriots cornerback Joejuan Williams
on drug-possession charges after
a traffic stop for speeding. Defense
lawyers, upon further review of the
police video, say Williams couldn’t
have had possession because the
cops didn’t give him time to make a
football move.
Something’s a miss here
Vanderbilt shot 0 for 25 on 3pointers against Tennessee on Jan.
18. In other words, the basketball
equivalent of North Korea’s missile-

test scorecard.
Going out with a bang
Three teams — the Astros, Red
Sox and Mets — fired their managers in the aftermath of Houston’s
sign-stealing trash-bangers. Or,
more precisely, they canned them.
Fore! means five
Playing golf can stave off 40
major chronic diseases and add
five years to one’s life expectancy,
according to a Swedish study. In
short, it helps ward off the wrong
kind of 6-under.
Get a grip, dad
A North Carolina father ran onto
the mat during a high-school match
and rammed a wrestler who had
pile-driven his son with an illegal
suplex move. The man has been
charged with simple assault and disorderly conduct but wasn’t credited
with a two-point takedown.

From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Confession is the first step to peace and joy

Q: I have been a Christian most
of my life, but I do not feel like
one. What is my problem? - L.J.
A: The Bible says to examine
ourselves (2 Corinthians 13:
5). God will show us where we
are wrong and what is blocking
the joy we should experience as
Christians. It may be malice, spite,
jealousy, or hatred. We may carry
a grudge against someone and
have unforgiving attitudes. Perhaps we are too easily offended
or may be puffed up with pride.
Dishonesty, gossiping, criticism,
worry, lustful thoughts, unbelief,
prayerlessness, neglect of God’s
Word - any of these things can
prevent the joy of salvation from
swelling up in our souls, hindering
the Holy Spirit taking possession

of our lives. Many of them could be
hidden from view of men, but never
from God.
When we confess these things by
name, this is the first step to victory.
We shouldn’t say, “Lord, forgive my
sins.” Let’s define them because
God already knows. We must ask
Him to give us the power and the
strength to overcome. We must
take Him at His word.
“No temptation has overtaken
you except such as is common to
man, but God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able” (1 Corinthians
10:13).
There are certain sins that have
been committed against God alone.
This requires private confession.
No one except God needs to know

anything about them. It is a family
matter, just between you and Him.
There are other sins that have
been committed against another
person. Such transgression
should be confessed not only to
God but also to the one who has
been wronged. There will never
be peace until the confession
has been made and forgiveness
sought. Be reconciled to God
and man (Matthew 5:23-24) and
the joy of your salvation will be
restored.
Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

The first 25 years of The Bulletin have been a lot of fun. Our goal is to
make the next 25 years even better. We will celebrate 50 years in 2044.
Marks your calendars. Thank you to all our readers and advertisers.

Get to know candidates, attend a forum
By Becky Gaconnet
Special to The Bulletin

When all three Brazoria County Sheriff candidates strode onto the stage
wearing their white hats, the crowd knew for sure that this was a Texas
event.
A Republican candidate forum was held Sunday afternoon at the Lake
Jackson Civic Center, where a large crowd filled the room to hear 20
candidates in contested races present brief speeches on their qualifications
and goals in seeking the Republican nomination. An additional group of
candidates for positions uncontested in the Republican primary were there to
introduce themselves.
The forum was hosted jointly by the Brazosport Republican Women and
Angleton Republican Women. Brazoria County Judge Matt Sebesta moderated the forum. Sebesta encouraged voters to learn about the responsibilities of each office and to research each candidate in order to make an
informed vote in the March 3 primary election.
An important fact for voters to remember this year is the removal of
“straight party” voting in this election. The Texas Legislature passed a law in
2017 ending the straight-party ballot option beginning with the 2020 election.
L. Shayne Green, Brazoria County Republican Party Chair, urged everyone to learn about the candidates and plan to vote the whole ballot, top to
bottom, in these important primary elections.
A candidate forum sponsored by the Facts will be held at the Lake
Jackson Civic Center on Feb. 4. The Angleton Chamber’s Feb. 11 network
luncheon at the Brazoria County Business Center will feature the candidates
running for county sheriff and District 25 state representative. Attending a
forum provides a face-to-face opportunity to learn about each candidate, all
of whom are eager to communicate their visions to Brazoria County voters.
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By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Fred Wagner
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Bulletin Horoscope

Gala raises funds for local non-profits

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Avoid an array of awkward circumstances. Your warm nature
and outgoing friendliness might be
interpreted as a flirtation to someone who is looking for love. Try to
remember to be discreet.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): It
may be challenging to decide when
to be gentle and when to be tough.
In group situations, you may tend
to agree with the majority to keep
the peace. Don’t let a flirtation go to
your head.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Some of your more exceptional,
imaginative ideas could receive
well-deserved applause as this
week begins. You can gather even
more ideas by participating in group
discussions.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Follow through on joint plans, and
your bank account will thank you.
Your partner or a loved one could
offer sound financial advice. Carefully investigate new or unfamiliar
opportunities presented to you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take
pride in your willingness to put
others first. Despite having a different opinion of how things should
proceed, you might go along with
the crowd to keep the peace. Focus
on being an optimist when things go
wrong.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
You and a partner could be on the
same wavelength when it comes
to working together. Be productive
with creative projects. You should
restrain an impulse to waste cash.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your
desire for social contact and instinctive warmth may get out of hand.
Someone might mistake an innocent, friendly gesture for a romantic
overture. Be cautious about how
you spend your money.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
An excess of confusion may disrupt
your social calendar. An inability
to work independently or without
a sidekick could adversely affect
your performance and prove to be
perplexing. Focus on creative ideas.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Duck for cover when your
heartstrings are plucked. You may
be too sympathetic toward people
who don’t deserve your pity. A tiny
bit of assertive behavior could go a
long way in the upcoming week.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
In the week ahead, you may be in
a better position to deal with social
situations in our complicated world.
Brushing up on the latest slang will
at least reassure you that you know
what’s going on.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Listen to your most trusted advisers.
Someone in close connection may
display leadership abilities that you
can emulate and sound judgment
that you may want to follow. Don’t
fritter away on things that won’t last.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Your willingness to go out of your
way to be kind, even to strangers,
may strike others as odd or overly
solicitous. Someone might think you
are not discriminating enough in
your choice of companions.

February 4
1861 - Delegates from six southern states met in Montgomery, ALA
to form the Confederate States of
America.
1932 - The first Winter Olympics
were held in the United States at
Lake Placid, NY.
1945 - During World War II, U.S.
President Franklin Roosevelt, British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill
and Soviet leader Josef Stalin
began a conference at Yalta to outline plans for Germany’s defeat.
February 5
1953 - The Walt Disney’s film
“Peter Pan” opened at the Roxy
Theatre in New York City.
1958 - Gamel Abdel Nasser was
formally nominated to become the
first president of the United Arab
Republic.
1982 - Great Britain imposed
economic sanctions against Poland
and Russia in protest against martial
law in Poland.
February 6
1926 - The National Football
League adopted a rule that made
players ineligible for competition

until their college class graduated.
1932 - Dog sled racing happened
for the first time in Olympic competition.
1987 - President Ronald Reagan
turned 76 years old this day and
became the oldest U.S. President
in history.
February 7
1922 - DeWitt and Lila Acheson
Wallace offered 5,000 copies of
“Reader’s Digest” magazine for the
first time.
1943 - The U.S. government
announced that shoe rationing
would go into effect in two days.
1962 - The U.S. government
banned all Cuban imports and
re-export of U.S. products to Cuba
from other countries.
February 8
1918 - During World War I, “The
Stars and Stripes” was published
under orders from General John J.
Pershing for the United States Army
forces in France. It was published
from February 8, 1918 to June 13,
1919.
1922 - The White House began
using radio after U.S. President

Harding had it installed.
February 9
1825 - The U.S. House of Representatives elected John Quincy
Adams president. No candidate
had received a majority of electoral
votes.
1870 - The United States
Weather Bureau was authorized by
Congress. The bureau is officially
known as the National Weather
Service (NWS).
1942 - Daylight-saving “War
Time” went into effect in the U.S.
1969 - The Boeing 747 flew its
inaugural flight.
February 10
1870 - The YWCA was founded in
New York City.
1920 - Major league baseball representatives outlawed pitches that
involve tampering with the ball.
1933 - Primo Carnera knocked
out Ernie Schaaf in Round 13 at
Madison Square Garden in New
York City. Schaaf died as a result of
the knockout punch.
1949 - “Death of a Salesman”
opened at the Morocco Theatre in
New York City.

History of the World On This Day

The Brazoria County Community of Hope Gala on November 16th
benefited the Brazoria County Dream Center, The Rose and The Gathering
Place. They raised $9,250 for each non-profit. On Jan. 30, they presented
the check to The Rose for $9,250.
Pictured front row from left: Shelly Crosby with CareBuilders at Home,
Candice Saxton with The Rose, a non-profit breast cancer organization,
Shannon McNair with The Rose, Tami Fitzgerald with Oak Village Healthcare, Samantha Odom with Help, Inc., Micah Blaylock with Choice Home
Health.
Pictured back row from left: Ben Turner with A*MED Healthcare, and
Brittany Barclay with Creekside Village Healthcare and Woodlake Nursing
and Rehabilitation. Not Pictured: Michael Uhl, President of Brazoria County
Community of Hope.

ACROSS
1 Joined, as a team of oxen
6 Per person
10 Pockmark, e.g.
14 Bacteria in rare meat, maybe
15 Hockey score
16 Get through tough times
17 Celebration with personnel
19 Like certain inappropriate
remarks
20 __ Destiny: 19th-century U.S.

doctrine
21 Television host
22 Cloister members
23 Title for Elton John
25 Young fellow
26 Sound from a flock
29 Hangman man, e.g.
32 More than enough
34 Alludes (to)
35 Exaggerated publicity

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Polite rural reply
2 Hexa- plus two
3 Zen paradox
4 Spritelike
5 Scatter widely
6 Court great Andre
7 Word with “of entry” or “of call”
8 Muesli morsel
9 Two-__ tissue
10 Problem in a neglected pool
11 Ending
12 Perform (in)
13 Draw back, as one’s hairline
18 Repressed, with “up”
21 Buffalo’s lake
23 Distort, as data
24 Questionable
26 “Phooey!”
27 Comic/writer Schumer
28 Starters on a menu
30 Witch
31 Snatch
33 Woman seduced by Zeus in the
form of a swan
36 Look to be
37 Casual greeting
39 Expected at the station
40 Nice summer?
42 Bearded beasts
43 221B Baker Street, e.g.
44 Part of a time capsule ceremony
45 Hank who voices some “Simpsons” characters
46 More than enough
47 “__ it get to me”
52 Escorted to the penthouse, say
54 Latin being
55 Eric of “Monty Python”
56 Hawaiian root
57 “And thus ... “
58 WWII weapon
60 Steal from
61 Suffix with rib- or lact(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Solutions

SNAKE CAMEL BISON DINGO HYENA LEMUR MOOSE MOUSE

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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36 Garish
Complete the grid so each row, column
38 Hospital helper
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
41 Enter sneakily
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
43 Not exactly
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
44 React in the slightest way
48 Born, on society pages
49 Israeli weapon
50 Thurman of “Gattaca”
51 Bygone automaker
53 Knocks down completely
55 Says over
59 Ticks off
60 Hoarse-voiced “Maggie May”
singer
62 Puts on TV
63 Norway’s capital
64 Sudden power increase
65 Cut with a beam
66 Complaint
67 Soup-eating utensil
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