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Corporate players love the name game
By Peter Funt

Special to The Bulletin

Owners of the Giants baseball
team have never struck me as
stupid - greedy, perhaps, since they
shamelessly sell a bottle of Bud for
eight times what it’s worth, but not
stupid. So, when they announced
the other day that they have
accepted a reported $20 million
annually to change the name of their
stadium for the fourth time in less
than 20 years, I figured they must
know what they’re doing.
The Giants, like virtually every
sports franchise in the nation, are
cashing in on corporate vanity.
Flush with cash thanks to Trump
economics, companies are spending

Brazoria Lions Club
Supports ‘A Night in
the Spotlight’
C.K. Millsap addressed a new
initiative she has started to provide
a prom for youth with special needs
in Southern Brazoria County at
the Brazoria Lion’s CLub January
meeting.
A Night in the Spotlight is planned
for Friday, April 5, 7–10 p.m., at
Riverplace in Freeport.
Prom invitations have gone out
to Brazoria County’s special needs
young people aged 16–22.
The magical night is totally free for
participants – everything from prom
dresses, tuxedos, shoes, make-up,
hair dressers, food, the disc jockey even elite transportation to the prom
will be provided at no charge. There
will be no impediments to keep special young people from being able to
attend this extraordinary evening of
making memories, Millsap told Lions

SEE PAGE 10
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I gradually realized that walking was beyond my reach
The View from My Seat

By Ernie Williamson
Special to The Bulletin

They had told me I wouldn’t
walk again.
I was determined to prove that
prediction wrong.
So there I was, being admitted to the world famous TIRR
Memorial Hermann Hospital in our
Texas Medical Center. It was my

best hope.
An initial look around told me I
must be in the wrong place. This
hospital couldn’t be for me.
This was a place for people with
what appeared to be more serious
disabilities than mine.
The halls and gyms were filled

with stroke victims, survivors of
traffic accidents who had lost
limbs, MS sufferers and a surprising number of men with broken
backs from falling trees.
Me? I simply had developed a
bad case of the flu and, for some
still unknown reason, my immune
system had mistakenly attacked
(Continued on Page 4)

Growing up as a millenial was technologically interesting
By Stephanie Gizella Johnson
Bulletin Marketing Director

I recently watched a video about
two kids and a rotary phone. They
had four minutes to figure out how
to call a number. They failed. They
weren’t even picking up the phone
when they dialed, which is the funniest part.
Back in my day ... Growing up

(Continued on Page 7)
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Smelly planes
can be very
unpleasant

unprecedented sums to place their
names on sports venues, despite
growing evidence that playing this
name game has little measurable
value.
When the Giants opened their
stadium in 2000, it was known as
Pacific Bell Park. A few years later,
the name changed to SBC Park,
and then to AT&T Park. Now, it’s
Oracle Park.
The Bay Area tech giant suffered
ego damage when it lost out on
naming rights to the basketball
arena where the Warriors play.
The Oracle name has been on
the venue in neighboring Oakland
since 2006, but the Warriors are

Feb. 16

Millenial Musings

as a millenial, we had touch-tone
phones. My parents used to have
rotary phones. Members of the
generation that follows mine don’t
realize how lucky they are. I’m not
saying that we weren’t lucky. We
had plenty of electronic gadgets to
play with, but nothing like today.

The entire electronic revolution as
we know it now blossomed right in
front of our eyes. It was a great time
to be a kid.
My dad listened to cassette tapes
and vinyl records. Although vinyls
have made a comeback, it’s not the
same, judging from stories he tells
of listening to ‘70s bands with his

(Continued on Page 11)

I haven’t flown to Europe lately,
but when I did, I always made sure
that I had plenty of deodorant.
Because after being at airports and
on planes for about 16 hours, there
is a good chance that the human
body will start smelling, well, less
than pleasant.
Which is why a recent story
caught my eye
about a family
being bumped
from an American Airlines flight
because other
passengers
complained that
RAMBLINGS they smelled.
After leaving
the plane, the husband went around
the airport terminal asking people if
he smelled.
“We stopped several people in the
airport and, it’s embarrassing, but
we asked them, ‘Do you think we
smell?’” he told the New York Daily
News. “Because we just got kicked
off a plane for smelling.”
This may not have been a good
idea. How would you react if someone asked you a question like that?
Most people would not be honest. I
would probably not tell him the truth,
either.
“I don’t smell anything,” I would
say, politely stepping back a few
feet.
On one flight from New York to
Houston, which was the last leg
of three flights coming back from
Europe, I had the misfortune of sitting near a man who reeked of body
odor.
I asked a flight attendant if there

(Continued on Page 11)
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Corporate players love the name game and pay a lot for it
(Continued from Page 1)

moving to a new facility in San
Francisco, branded Chase Center,
for which JPMorgan Chase paid
an estimated $200 million. Oracle
quickly agreed to pay a similar sum
to the Giants, whose fans already
suffer naming fatigue.
For their first 35 years in San
Francisco, the Giants were happily
ensconced at Candlestick Park,
named for the finger of land on
which it was built. In 1995, naming
rights were purchased by 3Com
Corporation, and Candlestick
became 3Com Park. After the

Giants moved out, the rights were
sold to Monster Cable, a maker of
electric cables, and 3Com became
Monster Park. Enraged San Franciscans voted to require that the
name be legally changed back to
Candlestick as soon as Monster’s
contract expired.
The stadium’s football tenant, the
49ers, moved to a new facility in
Santa Clara, for which Levi Strauss
paid $220 million for the right to call
it Levi’s Stadium - or, as sportscaster Chris Berman dubbed it, The
Big Bellbottom.
Corporate naming can be traced

WHEN YOU MEET ‘MISTER RIGHT,’ YOU JUST KNOW: A
woman in Phoenix went on one date with a man she met on a dating site
for millionaires, and he did not call her again. So she sent him 159,000
texts over a 10-month period – some of them threatening him – showed
up at his workplace claiming to be his wife, and broke into his home and
took a bath while he was away on a trip. During interrogation, she told
police, “something came over me,” and “I can’t believe I scared him.”
YOU CALL THAT EVIDENCE!? A man who robbed the Dollar
Store in Roseville, Minn., was the boyfriend of a woman who worked
there. When another employee seemed to recognize him, he remembered that he had a mask and pulled it over his face. When the cops
caught up with him outside the girlfriend’s house, they found a crumpled
envelope in his pocket with the word “robbery” written on it.
YOU SURE YOU WANT TO TRY ME? A woman, who was being
chased by a man who was trying to kidnap her, ran into a karate studio
in Charleston, S.C. The man came in and confronted the head instructor,
who forced him out into the street. But, once outside, the instructor said,
“He attempted to attack again and was dealt with accordingly.”
EXCUSE ME, SIR, WHAT DO YOU THINK YOU’RE DOING?
A man tried to steal a bicycle that was locked up at the front door of the
police station in Gladstone, Ore. Officers inside the building watched on
video as the masked man used bolt cutters to cut the lock off the bike,
and the sergeant walked out and arrested him.
WHO’S THERE? HOUSEKEEPING, OPEN UP: A 59-year-old
man wearing a bedsheet with eye-holes cut out -- “Casper the Ghoststyle” – leapt over the counter in the lobby of the Ramada Inn in Wayne,
N’J., and grabbed a wad of cash from the register before fleeing through
the restaurant. Police tracked him down fairly quickly because he was
staying in a room at the hotel.
I JUST WANT TO PAR-TAAAY! A heavily intoxicated driver was
arrested in the resort island of Ibiza, Spain, under the influence of pretty
much every single illegal substance that tests could detect. He tested
positive for cannabis, amphetamines, methamphetamines, cocaine and
opioids. Cops searched his vehicle, and found six purple pills, 20 pink
pills, two bags of cocaine and a brown substance they haven’t been able
to identify. It’s unclear whether Jr. was also under the influence of alcohol,
but officers noted that he displayed a “reckless attitude.”
AND WE PROMISE NOT TO ARREST YOU, HONEST: The
Hanrahan, La., Police Department is offering people who are in posses-

back to 1921, when chewing gum
magnate William Wrigley Jr. purchased the Chicago Cubs. Six years
later Wrigley put his name on the
iconic Addison Street stadium, and
the rest is history.
Today, just about every pro sports
venue bears a corporate name.
Notable exceptions are Fenway
Park, named after its Boston
neighborhood, New York’s Madison
Square Garden, named after a
president, and Lambeau Field in
Wisconsin, whose name honors the
beloved football player and coach
Curly Lambeau.
Daniel Rascher, who examined
85 North American naming-rights
deals, estimates that if a team had
three losing seasons, the value of
its naming deal dropped by 5 to 7
percent.
Research by Sports Market Analytics found that among the three
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major pro sports - baseball, football
and basketball - over half the fans
indicated that a venue’s sponsorship had no influence whatsoever
on their purchase of the sponsor’s
product or service.
How could it, when some venues
change names as quickly as their
teams change players?
Consider the place where the
NFL’s Chargers play in Carson,
Calif. Known as recently as 2012
as the Home Depot Center, it next
became the StubHub Center, and
is currently called Dignity Health
Sports Park.
Enter a wireless company called
Rokit. For the season just ended,
the company arranged to buy
naming rights to the playing field,
while Dignity Health’s name was on
the stadium itself. It’s called Rokit
Field at Dignity Health Sports Park.
Meanwhile, the Giants shrewdly
managed to sell naming rights to the
broadcast booth inside what is now

known as Oracle Park to Hawaiian
Airlines.
As P. T. Barnum might have put
it, there’s an egomaniacal corporate
marketing exec with a checkbook
born every minute.
(A list of Peter Funt’s upcoming
live appearances is available at
www.CandidCamera.com.
Peter Funt is a writer and
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is available at Amazon.com
and CandidCamera.com.)
©2019 Peter Funt

–HELP WANTED–
Now hiring day and
evening cashiers, cooks.
Apply in person at:
Texas Style Burgers
100 Brazos St., Brazoria
(979) 798-9101

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
NUCLEAR BABY TEETH
Q. Are you familiar with the “Baby
Tooth Survey” and the role it played
in banning above-ground nuclear
weapons testing?
A. In the late 1950’s, medical
doctor Louise Reiss believed that
nuclear weapons testing in the
United States was harmful to those
in nearby areas, says Dan Lewis on
his “Now I Know” website. Since
the tests produced radioactive
strontium-90 (Sr-90), chemically
similar to calcium, Reiss wanted
to determine whether people were
absorbing Sr-90 in their bones. Her
“outside-the-box idea” was to test
baby teeth, the most available bone
out there.
Thus began the “Baby Tooth
Survey,” where for over a dozen
years, Reiss and others collected
nearly 300,000 baby teeth from
St. Louis area children, who each
received a button with the words,
“I Gave My Tooth to Science.” The
findings: Sr-90 was being absorbed
into the bodies of those exposed,
so that “children born after 1963
had 50 times more Sr-90 than those
born before nuclear testing began.”
“In 1963, with the knowledge of
the first Baby Tooth Survey now
available, the United States agreed

to and ratified the Partial Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty,” joining other
signatories in declaring an end to
nuclear weapons testing above
ground.
HANGMAN WORDS
Q. Are you a fan of the game of
Hangman? What do you think is the
hardest word to guess in the game?
And how many of these challenging
ones do you know, three of which
date back to 1275 or earlier: “gyve,”
“ilka,” “yclept,” “jinx” and “klutz”?
A. Based on the 15 million
rounds of Hangman one computer
played, the hardest word to guess
is “jazz,” says Anu Garg on his
“A.Word.A.Day” website. “The
English language has more than a
thousand four-letter words that have
the letter A in second place,” but
after that easy vowel guess, “it’s all
downhill.”
Now to the list: “Gyve” (jyv)
means “a shackle” or “to restrain,”
with its earliest documented use
1275. “Ilka,” from Old English “yic”
+ “a,” gives us “each” or “every.”
And dating back to 950 is “yclept”
(i-KLEPT), defined as “called” or
“named.”
“Jinx” (1911) refers to “one
believed to bring bad luck,” and
“klutz” (1968) from Yiddish “klots”
(wooden block) suggests “a clumsy
or stupid person.”
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BTW, Garg says, “these words
may also come in handy in another
popular word game.”
ANIMAL QUEENDOM
Q. What distinction do these
mammal species have in common:
African lions, spotted hyenas,
African elephants, orcas, lemurs (2
species) and bonobos?
A. “Of the 76 non-human animal
species that exhibit leadership,
only seven have females that take
charge during conflict, foraging
or travel,” says Chelsea Whyte in
“New Scientist” magazine. Biologist
Jennifer Smith and her colleagues
found that the females possessed at
least one of the following traits: they
are physically stronger than males,
are long-lived or spend most of their
life in one area, and form strong
social bonds with other females.
A few examples: Though African
lions are hailed as “kings of the
jungle,” they actually form femaleled prides. Not only do lionesses
stay their whole lives where they
were born but they also “cooperate on hunts, defend their territory
from other prides, and defend cubs
against adult males.” And female
spotted hyenas are physically larger
than males, take command during
conflicts and, adds Smith, are “on
the front lines in battles.”
Both ring-tailed and black-andwhite ruffed female lemurs keep
peace within the colony and take
the lead in interventions with other
colonies. Though adult females
are comparable in size to males,
they generally win in a one-on-one
confrontation. Finally, the oceandwelling female orcas live well into
their 90’s, remaining in their birth
place, “so the pod matriarch has
valuable knowledge of the location
of salmon-filled waters.”
As the study of animal behavior
continues, a few other mammals
may join this select group, Whyte
says.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?
• When Japan had major issues
with crow nests, it decided to
destroy all of their nests. So the
local crows decided to build more
nests far in excess of what they
actually needed, knowing that many
could be knocked down.

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin
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As the strikes added up, it was time to accept the wheelchair
(Continued from Page 1)

my spinal cord, leaving me unable
to walk.
Compared to the other cases, I
thought, mine should be a snap.
I already had convinced myself I
would leave TIRR on my feet, not in
a wheelchair.
The hospital walls were filled
with pictures and success stories

reinforcing that view.
There was Congresswoman
Gabby Giffords who recovered from
an attempted assassin’s bullet to
the brain.
And there was Port Arthur native
Kevin Everett who, while playing football for the Buffalo Bills,
sustained a fracture of his cervical
spine that doctors described as “life

threatening.” Three months later
he walked at halftime of a Buffalo
game.
I envisioned my picture on those
walls someday.
I was scheduled to be at TIRR for
one month. As each day went by
I seemed to find a new leg muscle
that wasn’t functioning properly. I
sensed the strikes against me were
adding up.
Strike 1: They put me in a harness on a treadmill and I tried to
move my legs. I couldn’t. Two beefy
therapists tried to move my legs for
me. They couldn’t.
Strike 2: My medical team started
spending less time on therapy and
more time on how to cope in a
wheelchair.
More days were spent practicing transferring from my bed to
my wheelchair. Or getting tips on
creating wheelchair-friendly homes.
Or learning techniques for reaching
top shelves.
Or navigating my wheelchair
through grass. Were they trying to
tell me something?
Strike 3: I got measured for my
own custom-built wheelchair. They
definitely were telling me something.
As my time at TIRR grew short,
I got discouraged. Why wasn’t I
progressing? Why could the TIRR
doctors help Giffords and others
walk out of TIRR, but they couldn’t

help me? It was just the flu!
A day or so before discharge,
one of my doctors stopped by for
a chat. It would be a life-changing
moment. He knew I was a journalist
and asked if I planned on returning
to work.
He mentioned that many of his
wheelchair patients were able to
work.
So there it was. My suspicions
were confirmed. My picture wouldn’t
be hanging on a wall.
Although the doctor said working
would be beneficial, it seemed a
daunting task.
On the other hand, I knew my
company would take me back and,
most importantly, I did my job at a
desk. The only difference would be
my new chair would have wheels.
So back to work I went. The
doctor was right. It improved my life.
It forced me to learn to drive
with hand controls, get a special
driver’s license and buy a ramp van.

Although I have since retired, the
ability to drive gives me an independence I would not have otherwise.
Returning to work also gave me
confidence. I can’t walk, but I realized I still had the ability to overcome daily challenges and still had
something to offer.
I learned not to feel embarrassed
when I needed to ask for help.
People almost always are happy to
offer assistance.
I also learned that I am blessed.
I could buy a van. I could return to
work. I feel for those who are worse
off.
I also learned I should be grateful
to the doctors and staff at TIRR. It
was, it turns out, the right place for
me.
They may not have been able
to give me what I wanted, but they
gave me what I needed.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com)
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Electronics industry betting that you’ll buy health-related gadgets

By Eric Taub

Kaiser Health News (TNS)

LAS VEGAS — If the scores of
personal health care devices at the
recent Consumer Electronics Show
are any indication, it’s clear that the
Apple Watch has kicked off a rush
by high-tech companies to capitalize on people’s worries about their
health.
The latest version of the watch,
which was announced last fall,
detects a fibrillating heart and a
propensity for falls.
What other manufacturers
learned from that is that you can
make money if you can create a
worry about a problem that people
didn’t realize they had and also
create a solution for that worry via
a high-tech product.
Take, for instance, the problem
of the length of time it takes to

brush your teeth. With Y-Brush,
you can cut down that onerous
two-minute recommended time to
10 seconds, and supposedly still
get your teeth cleaner.
Makers of the Y-shaped device
say it brushes all your top and then
bottom teeth in five seconds each,
giving each tooth four times the
brush exposure it would get with a
typical two-minute tooth-by-tooth
brushing regimen recommended
for users of a conventional electric
toothbrush.
The company says its device
removes 15 percent more plaque
than a traditional toothbrush. And,
of course, you’ve freed up an
additional 110 seconds in your life
each time you brush.
The $125 Y-Brush handle and
brush will be sold online this year;
additional brush heads, which

need to be replaced every six
months, will cost $25.
Another problem: You can’t
always predict when you need
to go to the bathroom. DFree, a
sensor worn a half-inch above
the pubis bone, predicts when
an individual will have to urinate,
giving the wearer a chance to
gauge how long they can be away
from a toilet.
The DFree monitors changes
in bladder size and transmits that
information to a smartphone app,
which sends a customizable alert
to the person when it’s time to
find a toilet. The company says it
doesn’t work for pregnant women
or toilet-training toddlers.
The unit costs $500, or it can be
rented for $40 per month, with the
rental price applied to an eventual
purchase.
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DID YOU KNOW?

• After Ted Bundy was originally
arrested, police searched his apartment but overlooked a collection
of Polaroid pictures of his victims.
They released him due to insufficient evidence, and he immediately
went home to destroy the photos.
• Fifty-four percent of dog owners
would consider ending a relationship
if their dog didn’t like their partner,
according to a survey.
• Stress can be just as bad for
your body as junk food, according
to researchers at Brigham Young
University.
• Squirrels actually use a sophisticated technique to categorize and
manage their overall collection of
nuts.
• College students are more likely
to cheat in classes they find boring.
• Regularly consuming chocolate
can improve memory and other
cognitive functions.
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Brazoria Lions Club Supports ‘A Night in the Spotlight’ How Spain obtained Texas 200 years ago
So, she and Deena Acord presented
(Continued from Page 1)

Club members.
She was inspired to create this
opportunity for special-needs kids
when she attended a prom in Austin
for her 17-year-old grandson, Ryan,
who was born with Fragile X.
“It was one of the most heartwarming events I have ever seen,”
Millsap told the club.
It was at the Austin prom that
she decided Brazoria County
needs a similar event. She called
her husband on the way home,
she explained to the club, and told
him, “We are going to have a prom
for Brazoria County special-needs
kids.”
After a little research, she discovered that there is a similar event for
special-needs kids in Manvel in the
northern end of Brazoria County, but
nothing for the southern part.
Millsap rolled up her sleeves
and went to work, and within a few
weeks, “A Night in the Spotlight”
was started as a non-profit, tax
deductible 501-C3 organization.
To make the prom a reality, there
had to be some fund-raising first.

the idea to the Brazoria Lions, who
donated $2,000 to the cause.
“A Night in the Spotlight” still
needs additional sponsors and
volunteers to help at the event. Any
businesses or individuals interested

in helping can call (979) 417-5584
or email kaysie7@yahoo.com.
The Brazoria Lions Club meets
the second and fourth Mondays of
each month. For more information
on the Brazoria Lions Club, call
(979) 798-4444.

President Lion Gary Kersh (center) presents a donation of $2,000 for “A
Night in the Spotlight” to Deena Acord (left) and CK Millsap (right).

Heritage group to hold
Soul Food Day Feb. 23
This year Black History will be
dedicated to a Soul Food Fest to
which the community is invited.
This event will take place on Saturday, Feb. 23, at the BHF Cafeteria
on First Street in Brazoria. The cost
is $10 per ticket, which includes
drink and dessert.
All BHF members will have
tickets to sell, and they also can be
purchased at the door. Committee
chairman is Berniece Smith, and
she can be reached at (979)9643563. Please leave a message.

The Bulletin is
good for your
business.
Call (979) 849-5407.

County museum holds program on Adams-Onis Treaty

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the Adams-Onís Treaty. The
treaty was signed on Feb. 22, 1819, by U.S. Secretary of State John
Quincy Adams and Spanish minister Luis de Onís.
It gave Florida to the United States, and established the Sabine River
as the border between the U.S. and New Spain.
This treaty caused tensions within the United States as many Americans believed the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 already included Texas.
Some citizens argued the border should be at the Río Grande, not the
Sabine River. The Adams-Onís Treaty was viewed as essentially ceding
Texas to Spain.
Join us at the Brazoria County Historical Museum on Thursday, Feb.
7 at 6:30 p.m. as Dr. Paul Pedisich explores the role of the Adams-Onís
Treaty in the history of Texas and the United States. Dr. Pedisich received
his Ph.D. from Stony Brook University and taught History and Humanities
for 15 years at Brazosport College.
Admission is free and open to the public. The museum is located at
100 East Cedar in Angleton.
For more information about this program, follow the museum on Facebook or call (979) 864-1208.
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Grandkid Olympics in grandpa’s ‘gym’ tests endurance
By Jerry Zezima

Tribune News Service (TNS)

As a lean, mean geezer machine,
I have managed to keep my boyish
figure all these years by strictly
adhering to Zezima’s First Rule
of Physical Fitness: Exercise and
health food will kill you.
That’s why my regimen is limited
to 12-ounce curls, which are

performed with bottles containing
corn, hops, barley, water, and other
healthful ingredients; the avoidance of all vegetables except, of
course, myself; and a daily glass
of red wine, which is, according to
my doctor, over-the-counter heart
medicine.
But I have reached the age (old
enough to know better) where I

really should be more active than
getting up twice a night to go to the
bathroom.
That’s where my grandchildren
come in.
Chloe, who will be 6 in March; her
sister, Lilly, who turned 2 in October;
and their cousin, Xavier, who will
be 2 in March, are the proprietors
of Poppie’s Gym, a floating health
club and potential emergency care
facility that is situated wherever the
kids and I happen to be.
The various sites include my
house, their houses, the backyards
of the aforementioned places, the
kiddie pool, the playground, the
vineyard, the orchard, the amusement park and whatever store,
outlet or mall where my wife and/or
daughters are shopping while I am
watching or, more likely, chasing the
children.
Activities include walking, running, hopping, skipping, jumping,
crawling, scampering, splashing,
dancing, throwing, batting, kicking, and weightlifting. If there were
a grandfather competition in the
Olympics, I would have won gold

in all these events and appeared
on boxes of Wheaties, my smiling
visage covered with an oxygen
mask.
I recently ramped up the exertion
level when all three grandchildren
visited. It was invigorating, especially when I hoisted Chloe, who
weighs almost 50 pounds; Xavier,
who tips the scales at 30 pounds;
and Lilly, the peanut of the bunch at
23 pounds, but whose squirminess
in my arms amounts to a clean and
jerk, the former involving a diaper
change and the latter describing
me.
Then there was the 100-inch
dash, in which I chased Chloe and
Lilly across the family room and
back again so many times that a
calculator would have exploded like
the Hindenburg.
Xavier preferred the biathlon,
which entailed playing peekaboo
and then running around the room
with Poppie on his heels. It’s a
miracle I didn’t wear out my heels.
On numerous occasions, all the
kids wanted to take my hand and
play with me individually. This would
require me either to be three people
(as my wife would say, isn’t one
enough?) or to have three hands,

which would make it extremely difficult to buy gloves.
After several days, the Olympics
were over, and Xavier went back
home.
My wife and I will soon get on a
plane to visit him and the athletics
will continue. We often see Chloe
and Lilly, who live only about 45
minutes away, so Poppie will be
sure to keep in tip-top shape.
In fact, shortly after the sporting
events had ceased, I went to the
doctor for a checkup. My heart rate
and blood pressure were perfect,
my weight was normal, and overall I
was declared a remarkable physical
specimen.
“What do you do to stay so fit?”
the doctor asked.
“I play with my grandchildren,” I
replied.
“Keep it up,” she advised. “It
beats getting up twice a night to go
to the bathroom.”
(Jerry Zezima writes a humor
column for Hearst Connecticut
Media and is the author of four
books. His latest is “Nini and
Poppie’s Excellent Adventures.”
Email: JerryZ111@optonline.net.
Blog: www.jerryzezima.blogspot.
com)
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Angleton Chamber of Commerce’s
61st Annual Heritage Gala
Held Jan. 24, 2019
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take the tech baton and run with it
DVDs were available to us, which
as fast as it can, then pass it on to
was a huge improvement over those
the next generation.
bulky tapes.
We had CD players and large
And I also hope that they read
If
you
wanted
to
watch
a
movie,
headphones. There was no such
newspapers
still, the old-fashioned
you
had
to
go
to
the
movie
thething as Bluetooth. We had to
way
holding
the actual paper in
atre
or
rent
it
at
Blockbuster.
And
purchase CDs in person because
their hands.
there were late fees. Then Redbox
there was no streaming wasn’t yet
And, I hope one of the papers
happened, then Netflix. Ah, finally,
invented. So last year.
they
read is The Bulletin. And just
civilization.
It wasn’t until later that iPods
to
help
pass the baton, we’ll get a
Back
in
my
day…
My
generation
were available, and they were large
Twitter account going, complete with
went through a lot of changes in
and clunky with a black and white
a pound sign.
technology. It was a great time to
screen.
You can contact Millenial Bulletin
grow
up
because
the
old
and
the
Some of us, like myself, had a
staff
member Stephanie Gizella
new
transitionally
co-existed.
We
Zune, which had a colored screen,
Johnson at stephanie.bulletin@
had to learn on the run.
but it was a lot slower and basically
gmail.com.
I hope this next generation can
a piece of very expensive junk. We
had to carry multiple pieces of technology with us if we wanted to listen
My Answer by Billy Graham
to music and be able to talk on our
cell phone. Oh, the agony.
And we had to record a ringtone
before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18).
Q: I don’t have a problem with
for our flip phones. Once I got older,
But an independent spirit leads
people who are religious; I know
everyone had a Razor or a Blackto an even greater problem: it
it’s probably a great comfort to
berry.
cuts us off from God. God created
them. But I’ve always been a very
We had to record the music just
you, and you are dependent on
independent
person,
and
religion
at the right part of the song so we
Him even for the next beat of
has never been a part of my life.
could set it as our ringtone. That
your heart. In other words, you
Why should it be for someone like
way, we didn’t have to pay $1.99 for
aren’t independent from God
me? - Mrs. C.R.
a 30-second music clip.
– even if you think you are. Most
A:
In
some
ways,
I
suspect,
Back in my day… we had VHS
of all, someday you will die and
your independent spirit has probtapes and hoped that someone
face Him. What good will your
ably served you well. Elsewhere in
didn’t record a boring news program
independent attitude be for you
your letter, for example, you menover the Rugrats movie. Later on,
then? The Bible says, “We will all
tion your success in business and
stand before God’s judgment seat”
your leadership in your community.
(Romans 14:10).
But has it occurred that often
Instead of turning your back
our greatest asset turns out to
“The ... family [was] asked to
on God and assuming you don’t
be our greatest liability? Maybe
deplane last night after several
need Him, turn to Christ and by
you’ve seen someone with great
passengers, along with our crew
faith declare your dependence
leadership ability who became
members, complained about their
on Him – both for your life right
arrogant and abusive, losing
body odor,” the company said in
now, and for eternity. Don’t let
the respect of others and even
a statement. “The family were
your pride, or anything else, keep
destroying their family and career.
provided hotel accommodations and
you from Christ. Instead, ask Him
The Bible warns, “Pride goes
meals, and rebooked on a flight to
to use your abilities for His glory.
before destruction, a haughty spirit
Detroit today.”
The Bible says, “For we are God’s
(Here we go again with the
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
deplaning. I told the bus driver that
to do good works, which God
I would have to debus at the next
prepared in advance for us to do.”
stop, and he had no idea what I
Tribune Media Services
was saying. In Europe, I also had to
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
detrolley.)
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham ParkSo, all you have to do to get a
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
free room for a night and food on
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
the airline’s tab is to smell?
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
I hope they also provided plenty
www.billygraham.org.)
of soap and deodorant.
I don’t want to be insensitive or
politically incorrect when it comes
to issues like this, but if I am, so
be it. Just like there is no smoking
allowed on airplanes, there is also
no offensive odor allowed. If you
think I am wrong, or have a similar
story to share, drop me a note at
john.bulletin@gmail.com.

Growing up as a millenial was technologically interesting
(Continued from Page 1)

friends.
I missed the cassettes part of
technology, although dad still has
two big bags of tapes. I listen to his
albums when he listens. But that’s
his world, not mine. It’s his music.
Mine is completely different, and he
has no clue what bands I listen to.
And my primary preference of
music playback is not the record
player. But it is an interesting
gadget.
The generation that follows me
does things differently than I did
growing up. Kids these days have
some pretty great perks: High-speed
internet, Google, high-resolution
movies, video games, spell-checker
and smartphones, to name a few.
They can stream music anywhere
they go, text with a virtual keyboard,
and all sorts of other stuff. Spellchecker has to be one of the best
inventions, at least in my line of
work.
Back in my day… (don’t forget
this a ‘90’s baby writing this) we had
dial-up Internet, and we could not
be on the phone and the Internet at
the same time. I can still hear those

weird noises the desktop computer
made as it connected to a very slow
server through a phone line.
Cell phones were very expensive
back then. I actually had to talk to
my friends on a landline phone.
How old-school is that now?
Back in my day… When I
was finally old enough to get my
brother’s old cell phone, it was a flip
phone, and it was not smart. But
you could play the game “Snake”
on it.
If we wanted to text someone, it
was in T9, no fancy keyboards like
nowadays – and no spell-check.
It took a long time to tell someone
hello because you pressed so many
buttons – some multiple times to
form the letter you wanted. Confusing now, isn’t it? But back in my day,
it had to be a quick learning curve
or – no texting. And that would have
been awful.
Today’s kids are asking why
phones have a hashtag on them.
That is not a hashtag. It’s a pound
sign. Now they are sitting on
Twitter and Facebook all day. We
had Myspace, and Tom was your
number one friend.

Smelly passengers can make a flight unpleasant for others
(Continued from Page 1)

was a seat available a few rows
toward the front of the plane, which
wasn’t packed. I made sure she
heard the reason. I said it quietly so
that the person with the offending
odor would not hear me.
She felt my pain because she
smelled it also, and I was able to
change my seat and put adequate
distance between me and him.
From then on, I only had to put up
with the smell was when I passed
him on my way to the bathroom in
the back of the plane.

People who do not like to wash or
use deodorant, or find some other
way not to smell, should not fly on
airplanes. Once inside that enclosed
tube, there are very few options for
the other passengers, especially if
the plane is full.
It would have been torturous to sit
near that guy for four hours. I didn’t
pay for that.
The people who drew complaints
on the American Airlines flight might
have gotten so used to their own
odor that it didn’t bother them. But
then there are the rest of us.

Don’t allow pride to keep you from God
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Why add insult to injury
when you can just add more
injury?
Brazilian soccer player Bernardo,
playing in a U-20 match for Trinidade, quickly forgot about the back
pain that had laid him flat on the
field. And all because a cart driver
went out to haul Bernardo away
and ran over his foot.
0.1 deduction
U.S. gymnastics star Aly Raisman broke her right elbow in a fall
down the stairs. She didn’t stick the
landing.
Another 0.1 deduction
Grave Digger’s Tyler Menninga
and Max-D’s Colton Eichelberger
became the first two drivers to complete back flips in the same Monster
Jam truck event on Dec. 11 at the
Tacoma Dome.
Monster-truck purists, never
satisfied, detected a slight wobble
on the landing.
Take two
Hall of Famer Rod Carew, 73, is

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
expected to be in uniform at Twins
spring training next month despite
undergoing heart and kidney transplants two years ago.
Which certainly puts a whole new
spin on “double switch” in baseball
lexicon.
Envelope, please
Steve Harvey will host this year’s
NFL Honors show on Feb. 2.
Coincidence? Miss Colombia is
now the morning-line favorite for
league MVP.
Warriors mentality
DeMarcus Cousins, just days
before his Golden State debut,
claimed the Warriors are “the mosthated team in sports.”
“Hold my beer,” said Tom Brady.
Fore-flusher
Dude Wipes, a flushable toiletpaper alternative, is sponsoring
golfer Jason Dufner this year.
Suggested marketing slogan:
They’re not a water hazard.
No time to spare
Jon Wilbur landed in the record
books when he became the first
bowler in Vermont history to record

Quote marks

— Jim Barach of JokesByJim.blogspot.com, after 51-year-old Japanese
striker Kazuyoshi Miura, the world’s oldest pro soccer player, signed on for
a 34th season: “Even Bartolo Colon is telling the guy he has to hang it up
sometime.”
— Marty Burtwell, via Facebook, on Petco Park hosting two Monster
Jam shows this month: “Hope the Padres’ third-base coach is not there
— he’d hold the trucks up.”

a 900 series – three perfect games.
In other words, 36 strikes and
you’re in.
Beaten on the play
Former Titans cornerback Tony
Beckham chased down a man he
caught peeping into his daughter’s
bedroom window in Wellington, Fla.
Geoffrey Cassidy, 48, has a charge
of lewd and lascivious behavior
pending, not to mention a black
eye, busted lip and cuts on his face.
As for Beckham, he was credited
with necessary roughness.
Justice Is Blind Dept.
Looking for a cutting-edge way
to get ejected from a game this
season?
Just ask the refs if they’re taking
the “Bird Box” challenge.
Coercive diplomacy
Davidson College won’t retire
Steph Curry’s No. 30 basketball
jersey until he completes his
degree, TMZ reported.
In other words, he needs to hit a
few more threes on his transcript.
Wrong topping
A tanker carrying 20 tons of liquid
chocolate overturned near Flagstaff,
Ariz., and spilled its load on I-40,
creating a pool of chocolate.
Alas, it wasn’t on a Sunday.
One for the show
This women’s basketball score
just in:
Megan Walker 34. Rest of her
UConn teammates 41. Tulane 33.
Fire up the engine
Kia is recalling about 168,000
vehicles to fix a fuel-pipe problem
that can cause engine fires.
Hey, it was either that or name
their next line of cars the Kia Hot
Rod.
Why the long face?
Social media can lead to depression, according to a study in the
Journal of Behavioral Addictions.
So a word to the wise here: Don’t
watch Orioles games on a Facebook stream.
Quote, end quote
• Gymnast Aly Raisman, via
Twitter, on breaking her elbow: “I
survived two Olympic Games and
19 years of gymnastics without ever
breaking a bone ... the stairs got
me.”
• Gary Bachman, via Twitter,
after a demolition crew blew up
Milwaukee’s former NBA arena:
“Talk about getting a lot of bang for
your bucks.”

Feb. 16
March 2 March 16
9am - 3pm
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take
a leap of faith. Rest assured that
everything you begin today will
turn out for the best. This is a good
week to make decisions or promises as your hopes will be fulfilled
and the outcome will exceed your
expectations.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Mutual trust can be achieved. As
this week begins, there may be
an opportunity to bring all parties
together for a meeting of the minds.
Your effort to create a cohesive
consensus of opinion proceeds at a
pleasant pace.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Put
your best foot forward in the week
ahead. If you create an aura of success other people you will think you
are successful. You may receive
kudos for your fairness and friendliness, which will help you achieve
your goals.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
A good deed is a reward in and of
itself. You may be wiser than usual
about how to share and spend your
pennies this week. You can use
good judgement as you steer a
path toward finding future financial

security.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Extra ounces of optimism may
overflow. As the week begins you
possess the vision to plan far ahead
and visualize the results with amazing accuracy. This is a great day to
launch plans or begin something
new.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): There is no clear starting point
or ending place on a carousel, but
you can reach out to grab the brass
ring if you have a firm seat. Benefit
financially by reaching outside your
comfort zone early this week.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Prepare to make breakthrough. In
the week ahead, creative thinking
can pay off. Reaching your most
important goals is possible. Your
enthusiasm allows you to ride the
momentum once you have made a
crucial decision.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Maintain your sense of humor if
it seems you are getting bogged
down by details. Promises made
early tin the week may be to your
advantage, so it might be a very
good time to sign on the dotted line.

History of the World On This Day
FEBRUARY 5
1783 - Sweden recognized the
independence of the United States.
1846 - “The Oregon Spectator”,
based in Oregon City, became the
first newspaper published on the
Pacific coast.
1861 - Samuel Goodale patented
the moving picture peep show
machine.
FEBRUARY 6
1778 - The United States gained
official recognition from France as
the two nations signed the Treaty
of Amity and Commerce and the
Treaty of Alliance in Paris.
1926 - The National Football
League adopted a rule that made
players ineligible for competition
until their college class graduated.
FEBRUARY 7
1882 - The last bareknuckle fight
for the heavyweight boxing championship took place in Mississippi City.
1913 - The Turks lost 5,000 men
in a battle with the Bulgarian army

in Gallipoli.
1922 - DeWitt and Lila Acheson
Wallace offered 5,000 copies of
“Reader’s Digest” magazine for the
first time.
FEBRUARY 8
1861 - The Confederate States of
America was formed.
1896 - The Western Conference
was formed by representatives of
Midwestern universities. The group
changed its name to the Big 10
Conference.
1910 - William D. Boyce incorporated the Boy Scouts of America.
1922 - The White House began
using radio after U.S. President
Harding had it installed.
FEBRUARY 9
1825 - The U.S. House of Representatives elected John Quincy
Adams president. No candidate
had received a majority of electoral
votes.
1861 - The Provisional Congress of the Confederate States of

America elected Jefferson Davis as
its president.
FEBRUARY 10
1863 - In Virginia, the first fire
extinguisher patent was issued to
Alanson Crane.
1870 - The YWCA was founded in
New York City.
1879 - The electric arc light was
used for the first time.
FEBRUARY 11
1752 - The Pennsylvania Hospital
opened as the very first hospital in
America.
1812 - The term “gerrymandering”
had its beginning when the governor of Massachusetts, Elbridge
Gerry, signed a redistricting law that
favored his party.
1943 - General Dwight David
Eisenhower was selected to command the allied armies in Europe.
1958 - Ruth Carol Taylor was
the first black woman to become
a stewardess by making her initial
flight.

Jumble
Jumbles: FLANK SOUPY RANCID SHREWD
Answer: After the collision at home plate, the player’s mother was glad he was -- SAFE AND SOUND

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Make wise decisions that make
sense as soon as possible. You
wish to be magnanimous but could
be too many demands on your
wallet. Accept apologies and be
generous with loved ones within
reasonable limits.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): As
this week unfolds new ideas and
creative interests could monopolize
your time and cause you to neglect
other responsibilities. You will be
smart to spend more time on planning an improved career path.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): A
partner or loved may give you a
nudge, urging you to take a chance
on something new. In the upcoming
week, it will be easy to make apologies, mend fences and receive
support from important people in
your life.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Your kindness and generosity
may not become headline news,
but your reward will be felt within
your heart. As this week unfolds,
you may be more generous and
charitable than usual. Spend money
thoughtfully.

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Heist target
2 Beach bird
3 Five-time A.L. home run champ,
familiarly
4 APO mail addressees
5 Gem mount
6 Midday snooze
7 Some govt. lawyers
8 Calif. neighbor
9 Loses one’s cool
10 Pre-1985 communications
nickname
11 Car’s engine-to-wheels connector
12 Surfers visit them
13 Paradises
18 Sub access
23 __-blue
24 View from Molokai’s south shore
25 Lab rat’s home
26 Radiation units
27 Taxing task
28 New England capital
29 Needing a skull-and-crossbones
label
33 Actor Baldwin
34 Screen door material
36 Russia-China border river
37 X-rated stuff
39 Explorer Hernando de __
40 Conceptualizes
41 Permit
42 Post-shower display
44 Mail-in incentive
45 They’re off-limits
46 Recipe amts.
47 “Yippee!”
50 Gets an “I’m sorry” from Alex
Trebek, say
51 Entr’__
52 Short agenda?
53 Iwo Jima troop carriers: Abbr.
56 Tint
57 Blackjack component
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

FACE EARS HEAD HAND TOES NOSE EYES NECK FOOT
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37 “One day only!” event
38 Boomer that no longer booms,
briefly
ACROSS
21 Name in Cold War news
39 __ Valley: Reagan Library locale
1 Bucks in the woods
22 Wright who wondered, “What’s
41 Warring factions
6 Ratted out the bad guys
another word for Ôthesaurus’?”
43 Manufacturer’s coming-out event
10 Dept. store stock
24 Ball catcher
46 Woofer’s partner
14 Condor’s condo?
25 Needing wheels
48 Landed
15 Prefix with logical
26 Ancient siege weapon
49 Film boxer Rocky
16 Dry as a desert
30 “Knock it off!”
50 Black, to a bard
17 Cold weather groundswell that
31 Architectural curve
51 Syst. for the deaf
can cause pavement damage
32 L.A. NFLer
54 Islamic branch
19 Go for the worm
35 Tax-free govt. bond
55 Reversions ... or what 17-, 2620 Wind down or wind up
36 Good feller?
and 43-Across all have?
58 Bard
59 Capital of Belgium
60 Good-sized wedding band
61 Kind of spot or loser
62 Cong. meeting
63 Lawn spoilers

MR. MORRIS
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By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

GREAT PYRENEES PUPPIES FOR SALE
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FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT JILL AT (832) 621-8264

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Davey Jones
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