
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

Here’s a little quiz.  See how 
many book titles you can 
identify from their first 
sentences.

1)  “Scarlett O’Hara 
was not beautiful, but men 
seldom realized it when 
caught by her charms as 
the Tarleton twins were.”  
2)  “When he was nearly 
thirteen, my brother Jem 
got his arm badly broken 
at the elbow.”  3) “You don’t know 
me without you have read a book 
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by the name of The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer, but that ain’t no 
matter.”  4) “He was an old man 

who fished alone in a skiff 
in the Gulf Stream and 
he had gone eighty-four 
days without taking a fish.”  
5)  “Last night I dreamt I 
went to Manderley again.” 
6) “Marley was dead: to 
begin with.”

Award yourself a nice 
prize if you got at least 5 
of them correct (answers 

at the bottom) and an even nicer 
one if you get either of these:  7) 

“Happy families are all alike; every 
unhappy family is unhappy in its 
own way.”  8) “It was a bright cold 
day in April, and the clocks were 
striking thirteen.”

We’re on the honor system, so no 
cheating.  Stay off the internet.

First sentences have only one 
job: to make the reader read the 
second sentence. It’s the hook that 
will either snag readers and reel 
them in or lose them at the outset; 
sometimes it’s the single litmus test 
that will either make them head for 
the checkout counter at Barnes & 

(Continued on Page 11)

Judge books by first sentences, not by the cover

All local runners, walkers and 
their supporters should lace up their 
sneakers on March 25.  

Prior to the start of the 2017 
Brain Health Fair, presented by The 
Gathering Place, a 5K “Fun Run / 
Walk” will be held to help benefit 
Alzheimer’s Awareness in our area.   

The race will be held at the 
Brazoria County Fairgrounds, 
beginning at 8 a.m.  The course will 
wander through the expanses of 
the Brazoria County Fairgrounds on 
South Downing Street in Angleton, 
but runners and walkers will not be 
bored.  They will be able to see the 
many improvements that are being 
made to the fairgrounds.

Angleton area to host a 
Fun Run at the Annual 

Brain Health Fair

Run for a 
good cause

The circus is not 
coming to town

By Humorist Danny Tyree
Special to The Bulletin

The circus and I go way back.
Most of my childhood memories 

are unanchored by a calendar; but 
on July 8, 1966, I cajoled my father 
into writing down my day’s activities. 
So I have a written record that on 
that date, as I wound down for bed-
time, I watched “The Greatest Show 
On Earth” on TV. (This was not long 
after I was mesmerized by a circus 
troupe that came to our small town.)

A few years later, I would devour 
a biography of showman P.T. 
Barnum. Finally, in 2010 I wrote a 
column about the privilege of taking 
my family to see the Ringling Bros. 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

She sneezed right next to me, 
and I jumped back just a little.

‘I don’t bite,” she said. “It’s just a 
sneeze.”

Understood. 
But it is the 
winter, and a lot 
of people are 
coming down 
with the flu and 
respiratory ill-
nesses. I cannot 
afford to catch 
one of these 

because I have to produce the Bul-
letin each week.

If I get sick, I have to work sick, 
which is not a pleasant experience. 
I tried to call in once, but nobody 
picked up the phone. Then I finally 
answered it myself and told me to 
get to work.

“You got the flu shot, right?” she 
asked.

Yes, I get it every year, but it is 
not bulletproof. I have gotten the 
flu shot before and also caught the 
flu, or something else that closely 
resembled it.

The problem with the flu shot is 
that it is a guessing game. Each 
year, the shot is matched against the 
expected type of flu viruses. If it’s a 
good match, the shot can reduce the 
chances of getting the flu by 50-60 

RAMBLINGS

It’s the peak of flu 
season, but there are 

ways to avoid getting it

Staying healthy during crud season
• Avoid close contact with people who are 

sick. When you are sick, keep your distance 
from others to protect them from getting sick 
too.

• If possible, stay home from work, school, 
and errands when you are sick. This will help 
prevent spreading your illness to others.

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue 
when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent 
those around you from getting sick.

• Washing your hands often will help pro-
tect you from germs. If soap and water are 
not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub.

• Germs are often spread when a person 
touches something that is contaminated with 
germs and then touches his or her eyes, 
nose, or mouth.

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched 
surfaces at home, work or school, especially 
when someone is ill. Get plenty of sleep, be 
physically active, manage your stress, drink 
plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food.

See Page 12 for the facts and myths about the 
influenza vaccine
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

I JUST THOUGHT THAT THIS WOULD BE A GOOD TIME 
TO MOVE ON: A Bensalem, N.J., company gave an employee a large 
sum of money to deposit in the bank. But, instead of carrying out his 
assigned task, he failed to return and sent an email to his boss informing 
him that he suddenly decided to quit. Police are looking for the man and 
the cash.

 IS THERE SOME SORT OF RULE AGAINST IT? An elderly 
man was thrown out of an assisted-living facility in suburban Philadel-
phia after authorities found a paid escort under his bed.

SO, HOW YOU GALS DOIN’? A very large moose showed up at 
a farm in Sheldon, Vt., and attempted to bond with two cows – Precious 
and Primrose – that were grazing in the pasture. The owners said that 
Primrose was very friendly with the moose while Precious was more 
standoffish.

I DON’T SEEM TO BE GETTING ANY RESPECT HERE: A 
man tried to rob five banks in Manhattan over a period of three hours, 
but fled each time after the tellers refused to give him any money.

‘EY MATE, WHAT’S THIS THEN!? A wrecking crew was sent to 
demolish a house in Bankstown, Australia, but, due to confusion involv-
ing the numbers on the mailboxes, they knocked down the house next 
door instead. The owner arrived soon after and witnessed the destruc-
tion of his home.

YEAH, YOU COULD CALL US SUPERHEROES: Two brothers 
roared through the aisles of the Walmart in Alexandria, Ky., on a dirt bike 
while wearing nothing but helmets, capes and white underpants. They 
would have gotten away with it, but they posted a video of their esca-
pade on YouTube. They were arrested for felony wanton endangerment.

SNIFF, SNIFF, I’M COMING FOR YOU! Officials in Poland 
installed a camera in the forest to snap pictures of animals in the wild. 
Instead, it captured images of a naked Czech man, high on LSD, who 
thought he was a Siberian tiger and acted accordingly. Police appre-
hended the man who apparently traveled 15 miles along the Czech-
Polish border in 8 hours after he “picked up a scent” and felt compelled 
to follow it.

JUST MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME, SIR: After being released 
from the mental health ward of Shellharbour Hospital, a man walked to 
a supermarket in Wollongong, Australia, feasted on a two-course meal 
of chicken and chocolate and took a nap on some pillows in one of the 
aisles.

O.K., LET’S SEE HOW EXCITING JAIL IS: A man who set two 
wildfires that destroyed 16 acres of forest in Macon County, N.C., told 
police he did it because “I guess I was just bored.”

SO, CAN WE GET THAT WINDOW BOARDED UP!? A man 
broke into a pharmacy in Conway, Ark., to steal thousands of prescrip-
tion drugs four times in a month, entering the premises through the 
same window every time.

Fort Velasco Chapter’s DAR 
Presidential Tea will be on Saturday, 
Feb. 11 at 2 p.m. at the Stephen F. 
Austin Statue building in Angleton. 

Linda Crabtree will be our host-
ess, and we will present the Good 
Citizenship Award to three local 
intermediate school students who 
were chosen by their schools.

 Members are asked to please 
bring finger foods according to the 
following plan: If your last name 
begins with A-G bring desserts, H-P 
bring savories and sandwiches, Q-Z 
bring fruit and veggies.

 Please remember to bring the 
flip-flops that we are collecting for 
donation to women’s shelters.

Area DAR group 
to meet Feb. 11

• According to TSA rules, you 
can get drinks through airport secu-
rity if they’re frozen solid.

• During the Krispy Kreme 
Challenge, contenders run from 
North Carolina State University to a 
Krispy Kreme store, eat 12 dough-
nuts, and run back.

• U.S. President William McKin-
ley always kept a lucky red carna-
tion in his lapel. In 1901, minutes 
after giving the flower away, he was 
shot.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

DR. ROBOT
Q. Might you have an appoint-

ment with Dr. Bot any time soon?
A. We hope not, but if you’re 

considering surgery for vision cor-
rection, a robotic system might cut a 
flap in your cornea and plot out the 
series of laser pulses to reshape its 
inner layer, says Eliza Strickland in 
“IEEE Spectrum” magazine.  

With knee replacement, autono-
mous robots cut through bone 
with greater accuracy than human 
surgeons.  Same with spine surgery, 
where surgeons gain 1.5-millimeter 
accuracy using a properly prepped 
guidance robot.  

And “at expensive clinics for hair 
transplants, a smart robot identifies 
robust hair follicles on the patient’s 
head, harvests them and then pre-
pares the bald spot for the implants 
by poking tiny holes in the scalp in 
a precise pattern -— sparing the 
doctor many hours of repetitive 
labor.”  

Moreover, Strickland says, 
today’s surgical robots “extend the 
surgeon’s capabilities,” filtering out 
hand tremors and allowing for more 
precise maneuvers with laparo-
scopic surgery’s typically awkward, 
long-handled tools. 

Looking to the future, R&D 

advanced systems specialist Simon 
DiMaio likens the current research 
to the step-by-step early efforts on 
self-driving cars that culminated in 
ones now capable of warning of 
impending dangers. “For surgical 
robots to provide similar warnings 
—- by alerting a surgeon whose 
instruments stray from the typical 
path, perhaps —- they’ll need to get 
a whole lot smarter.  Luckily, some 
are already getting schooled.”       

WAITER SIZE MATTERS
Q. Here’s one for the (diet) books:  

At a restaurant, might the weight of 
your waiter affect how much you eat 
and drink?

A. It just might, going by a study 
published in “Environment and 
Behavior.”  Researchers visited 60 
different full-service restaurants 
observing 497 interactions between 
diners and waiters and found that 
diners ordered more items when 
served by those with a high body 
mass index.  

Regardless of their own size, 
diners were four times as likely to 
order desserts and also ordered 
nearly 18% more alcoholic drinks.  
Perhaps, the study noted, a heavy 
person “sets a social norm” giving 
diners a kind of “licensing effect” to 
indulge.

Suggestion from the authors: 
Diners might decide what they will 

order —- a salad appetizer, no des-
sert, and only one drink -— before 
their waiter arrives.
SELF MEDICATING ANIMALS   

Q. “Zoopharmacognosy” is quite 
a mouthful of a word but potentially 
beneficial to the animals involved. 
How?

A. The word comes from the 
Greek “zoo” (animal), “pharma” 
(drug) and “gnosy” (knowing) and 
refers to the apparently self-medi-
cating behavior of animals as they 
select and ingest plants, soil or 
insects to reduce the harmful effects 
of toxins or pathogens.  A curious 
“New Scientist” reader wanted to 
know why at times his four-year-old 
whippet Merlin would eat stalks of 
goosegrass while ignoring other 
surrounding plants. 

The magazine’s Peter Sims of 
Hong Kong offered this answer: 
Goosegrass, also known as cleav-
ers, contains asperuloside, caffeine 
and phenolic compounds, so it may 
be that Merlin is eating the gooseg-
rass to induce vomiting in response 
to a mild stomach irritation.  “My cat 
does the same thing, often selecting 
specific species of grass, both in the 
UK and now in Hong Kong, so the 
species seems irrelevant, beyond 
individual preference.”

As the name implies, goose-
grass is popular with geese that 
eat it because it purportedly helps 
eradicate worms from their digestive 
tract. More whimsically, a folk tale 
suggests that “the plant’s tiny hooks 
catch worms and carry them from 
their bodies.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Registration for the Fun Run / 
Walk is open now and only $25.00 
through March 11.  After that, the 
fee goes up to $30. Forms can be 
picked up at the Gathering Place’s 
office at 200 Mulberry St. in Angle-
ton or many of the area’s fitness 
clubs. Registration is also available 
online at https://thedriven.net/
driven.race_reg/eid/7507025689/
.  Day of event registration will 
begin at 7 a.m. Trophies for top 
male and female finishers, and 
medals for first, second and third 
place male and female finishers 
will be awarded.  For more infor-
mation, email Glenn LaMont at 
g.s.lamont@hotmail.com.

The Gathering Place serves 
Brazoria County families affected 
by Alzheimer’s disease. They are 
helping caregivers keep their family 
members in their homes, and their 
Brain Health Fair will shed a lot of 
light on problems that families are 
facing.  Since 2007, The Gather-
ing Place has helped serve 230 
Alzheimer’s patients through it 671 
Gathering opportunities.  Several 

churches in Alvin, Angleton, Lake 
Jackson, and Clute sponsor the 
organization with facilities and 
volunteers.  Memory screenings, 
caregiver conferences, seminars, 
workshops, and special events are 
scheduled throughout the year.

“The Brain Health Fair in March 
will be a huge, countywide event,” 
says Dale Libby, coordinator of the 
Brazoria County Alzheimer’s Aware-
ness Project.  “More than 50% of 
our population will have a diagnos-
able brain disease or disorder over 
their lifespan,” Libby explained. “At 
the Brain Health Fair, we will provide 
education about developmental, 
psychiatric, and neurodegenerative 
diseases and disorders affecting all 
ages. We will also provide informa-
tion about how to maintain optimum 
brain health.” 

Glenn LaMont, organizer of the 
Fun Run/Walk, encourages every-
one to sign up and turn out for this 
event. Tasty refreshments from local 
talent will be available post-race, 
and the Brain Health Fair will start 
directly after the awards given from 
the race.

(Continued frm Page 1)

Fairgrounds to host a Fun Run 
at the annual Brain Health Fair

percent. On years when the match 
is poor, the shot may have no value 
at all.

Rather than finding out the hard 
way if the match is good or bad, I try 
to stay away from areas where the 
virus has a better chance of spread-
ing, but it’s not always possible, like 
when someone sneezes nearby.

The force of a single sneeze can 
send germs across a distance of 
between five and 32 feet, depending 
on the strength.

The average sneeze travels 
between 80 to 100 MPH, and can 
contain as many as 40,000 droplets 
loaded with germs. Research in 
2014 demonstrated that while the 
bigger, heavier droplets quickly 
fall to the ground, those droplets 
of 50 microns or less can remain 
floating in the air. Airborne viruses 
can live for hours and can survive 

for days after landing on nonporous 
surfaces.

Once somebody sneezes near 
you, all you can do is hope that 
he or she is not coming down 
with something. It is too late to do 
anything else. I guess you could just 
run out of the room yelling “Sneeze, 
sneeze” to warn others not to come 
closer.  

But since nobody does that, 
we walk through areas previously 
infected by a sneeze without know-
ing that one of those germs could 
make us very sick. 

“Cleaning and washing your 
hands often will help prevent you 
from spreading germs from surfaces 
you touch to your mouth, nose or 
other people and surfaces,”  Mary B. 
Farone, Ph.D., associate profes-
sor of biology at Middle Tennes-
see State University, recently told 
weather.com.

“Most importantly, if you are sick, 
stay home from work or school.  
Even though you may need to make 
a quick run to the store, remember 

that the germs in the cough or 
sneeze that escaped in the empty 
aisle, can linger in an invisible 
cloud that others will certainly pass 
through,” she said.

To help stop the spread of germs, 
cover your mouth and nose with a 
tissue when you cough or sneeze. 
Put your used tissue in a waste 
basket. If you don’t have a tissue, 
cough or sneeze into your upper 
sleeve, not your hands.

Take a personal container of 
hand sanitizer with you and use it 
frequently. Do not touch your eyes, 
nose or mouth because that’s a 
good way to allow germs to enter 
your body.

And, if you have school-aged 
children or grandchildren, take all 
the precautions you can, because 
the germs that make them feel a 
little under the weather may knock 
you out for a week or so. 

I am speaking from experience. 
It is so unfair. Where is my hand 
sanitizer? I used up the other one 
already.

This is the flue season: Sneezing can make others sick
(Continued from Page 1)
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Initiation of the Section 106 Process – Public Participation 

in accordance with the FCC’s Nationwide Programmatic Agreement. 
Mobilitie proposes to construct an approximately 120 ft. monopole at Lat: 
29.496434 N, Long: -95.438871 W, approximately .04 mi NE of Savan-
nah Pkwy &amp; Alvin Sugarland Rd, Rosharon, Brazoria County, Texas 
77583. Parties interested in details regarding the telecommunication tower 
or in providing comment on the proposed undertaking relative to potential 
effects on historic properties should contact GSS, Inc., 1904 Industrial 
Blvd. #107, Colleyville, TX 76034 (682) 651-0034 (GSS D16182-TX-64).

• St. Valentine’s Day falls on February 14th of each year. Although the 
name is Saint Valentine’s Day, most people refer to the day as Valentine’s 
Day, or even the Feast of Saint Valentine. It was originally a day to celebrate 
Saint Valentinus, who performed weddings for soldiers who were not allowed 
to marry.

• For this, Valentine was jailed and executed. While in jail he wrote a note 
to the jailor’s daughter signing it “from your Valentine”.

• About 1 billion Valentine’s Day cards are exchanged each year. This 
makes it the second largest seasonal card sending time of the year

• In the Middle Ages, young men and women drew names from a bowl to 
see who would be their Valentine. They would wear this name pinned onto 
their sleeves for one week for everyone to see. This was the origin of the 
expression “to wear your heart on your sleeve.”

• Every Valentine’s Day, the Italian city of Verona, where Shakespeare’s 
lovers Romeo and Juliet lived, receives about 1,000 letters addressed to 
Juliet.

• Teachers will receive the most Valentine’s Day cards, followed by chil-
dren, mothers, wives, sweethearts and pets.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Christ made God’s forgiveness possible
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Q: I’ve lived a pretty rebellious life, but now I’m older and I’d give 
anything to be able to erase the past and know God has forgiven 
me. But I can’t believe God will ever do that. He might forgive some 
people, but not someone who’s done all the things I’ve done.  Is 
there any hope for me? - R.K.

A: I’m thankful you’ve finally realized that the road you’ve been on 
doesn’t lead anywhere - except to sorrow, guilt, emptiness and eventually 
death. Centuries ago, the writer of Ecclesiastes, like you, pursued every 
pleasure imaginable, but he finally concluded, “All of it is meaningless, a 
chasing after the wind” (Ecclesiastes 2:17). 

 Soon, as Easter approaches, Christians all over the world will turn their 
hearts and minds to Jesus Christ, and particularly to those final days lead-
ing up to His death and resurrection. Why is this important to you? For 
one reason: By His death on the cross and His resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ made your forgiveness possible - totally and completely.

You see, Jesus didn’t come to forgive just a few people; He came to 
offer God’s forgiveness to everyone who turns to Him in repentance and 
faith. The reason is because by His death He took upon Himself the judg-
ment and hell that you and I deserve. The Bible says, “He is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 
whole world” (1 John 2:2).

During the upcoming holy season, take your burden of sin and shame 
and give it completely to Jesus. God loves you, in spite of all you’ve done. 
By a simple prayer of faith, confess your need for God’s forgiveness to 
Christ today, and then give your life to Him. God’s promise is for you: “In 
him we have... the forgiveness of sins” (Ephesians 1:7).

“Illuscination” extravaganza.
So I was devastated to learn that 

the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus will end its 146-year 
run in May.

According to the New York Times, 
Feld Entertainment (current owner 
of the American institution) decided 

the production was no longer a 
viable business model. Part of the 
problem is the enormous expense of 
transporting all the people, animals 
and props by train -- and providing 
an education for the performers’ 
children. (“Students, let’s diagram 
the sentence ‘Most experts agree 
that the three major food groups are 

circus peanuts, popcorn and cotton 
candy...’”)

But the biggest problem was the 
fact that ticket sales have plum-
meted since animal rights activists 
forced the circus to phase out 
elephants.

I do not doubt the sincerity of the 
animal rights activists. Many of the 
most radical protesters made great 
sacrifices, such as taking a turn on 
the picket line before hurrying on to 
get their partial-birth abortion. (“Like 
Barnum said, ‘There’s one NOT 
BORN every minute.’ *Chuckle*”)

Yeah, why should elephants be 
bullied into performing silly antics 
when they could be doing some-
thing DIGNIFIED, like staying in the 
wild, falling prey to poachers and 
providing aphrodisiacs for pathetic 
Chinese Romeos?

Critics seemed to have an insa-
tiable desire to punish the circus. 
One activist grudgingly admitted 
that Ringling Bros. has made a 
lot of progress in its treatment of 
animals, but insisted that they didn’t 
start SOON ENOUGH. So appar-
ently critics can be appeased only 
by ending the circus OR packing 13 
clowns into a tiny time machine and 
sending them back to lecture their 
predecessors, toss a custard pie 
in the face of Lee Harvey Oswald 
and -- if there’s room for a really big 
seltzer bottle-- extinguish the Great 
Chicago Fire.

Various last-ditch plans for cutting 
costs or modernizing the show 
were deemed too little, too late. 
These included secretly replac-
ing the tightrope with a Taser line, 
renting out the Human Cannonball 
to North Korea (“Here, wear this 
enriched uranium vest, Yankee”), 
letting a lucky ticket holder use the 
three rings to pierce the body part of 
his/her choice and inviting the tigers 
to gobble up the electronic devices 
of bored six-year-olds.

From now on, I’ll get misty-
eyed whenever I hear Three Dog 
Night’s “The Show Must Go On” 
(which uses the familiar circus tune 
“Entrance of the Gladiators” as its 
lead-in), because I’ll worry about the 
fate of the performers. 

© 2017 Danny Tyree. Danny 
welcomes email responses at 
tyreetyrades@aol.com and visits 
to his Facebook fan page “Tyree’s 
Tyrades.” 

Tyree blows his top over Ringling Bros. closing the circus
(Continued from Page 1)
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Tower power in 
Tuscany

By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

  San Gimignano is the epitome 
of a Tuscan hill town. About 25 
miles from Florence and Siena, it’s 
the region’s glamour girl - visually 
striking and perfectly preserved 
- getting all the fawning atten-
tion from passing tour buses. But 
despite its tourist-trap feel, it’s 
still worth slotting into your Italian 
itinerary - especially if you can 
sidestep the hordes that descend 
during the day.

  San Gimignano is beloved 
because of its skyline of medieval 
towers. Though a unique sight 
today, pointy skylines were the 
norm in Tuscany in the Middle 

Ages, when feuding noble families 
ran the hill towns (think Montagues 
and Capulets). Each family had 
its own private army that would 
periodically battle things out from 
the protection of its respective 
family towers. 

While some were built as a 
refuge against attackers, others 
were empty, chimney-like struc-
tures built to boost noble egos. 

  In the 14th century, San 
Gimignano, like other hill towns, 
fell under Florence’s control. 
The Florentines usually asserted 
their power over the local nobles 
by ordering them to lop off their 
towers. But for whatever quirky 
reason, some of San Gimignano’s 
original skyline was allowed to 
remain intact. Today, 14 of its 
original 72 towers still stand.

  A stroll through the core of San 
Gimignano, in the shadows of its 
surviving towers, is a delight. As 
San Gimignano was about a day’s 
trek to Siena or Florence, it was a 
good stopover for pilgrims en route 
from those cities to Rome. Near 
the main gate where you enter, 
you can still see the remains of a 
12th-century pilgrims’ shelter. 

  At the center of town is Piazza 
della Cisterna, named for the 
cistern that is served by the old 
well standing in the center of this 
square. Rustic-yet-proud facades 

crowd in a tight huddle around the 
well. I like imagining this square in 
pilgrimage times, lined by inns and 
taverns for the town’s guests, with 
maids and children fetching water 
from the well. 

  On Piazza del Duomo stands 
the town’s Romanesque cathedral. 
Sienese Gothic art from the 14th 
century lines the nave with parallel 
themes - Old Testament on the left 
and New Testament on the right. 
This is a classic use of art to teach. 
Many scenes are portrayed with a 
14th-century “slice of life” setting to 
help townspeople relate to Jesus. 

  Nearby is a pair of towers that 
have stood side by side for more 
than 700 years. These sisters are 
empty shells, built by the Salvucci 
family simply to show off. At that 
time, no one was allowed a vanity 
tower higher than the old City Hall’s 
170 feet. So the Salvuccis built two 
130-foot towers - totaling 260 feet 
of stony ego trip. Local guides claim 
that Minoru Yamasaki, the architect 
of New York City’s World Trade 
Center, was inspired by these twin 
towers. (I have no idea if that’s true, 
but they sure look like they could 
have.) 

  Of the 14 towers, visitors are 
allowed to climb the one at the 
newer City Hall - at 200 feet, the 
city’s tallest tower. A visit here also 
includes access to a small museum 
with festive frescoes that provide a 
peek at how people dressed, lived, 
worked, and warred in the 14th 
century.

  Although San Gimignano is 
gorgeous, it is quite crowded, and 
during the middle of the day, it 
comes off as a pretty greedy place, 

with vendors everywhere vying for 
the tourist dollar. I find the charm 
of San Gimignano is easiest to 
enjoy after hours, when tourists 
have gone back to their buses, 
vendors have made their money 
and the town recaptures its magic. 
Smart travelers go there late in the 
day and stay overnight.

  Though San Gimignano has 
perfectly good accommodations, if 
you want to get the full dose of that 
salt-of-the-earth Tuscan magic, 
stay in the countryside surround-
ing the town, either at a bed-and-
breakfast or an “agriturismo” (a 
small, working farm that rents out 
rooms). At many of these places, 
visitors can enjoy fine food, a 
swimming pool, a serene setting, 
and the company of other travelers 
- just good Tuscan living.

  No matter where you stay, 
eating dinner at one of San 
Gimignano’s restaurants provides 
a fine opportunity to sample typical 
Tuscan home cooking. “Cinghiale” 
(wild boar) is made into stews, 
soups, and - my favorite - salami. 
The area is well-known for produc-
ing some of the best saffron in 
Italy; you’ll find the spice for sale in 
shops and as a flavoring in meals 
at finer restaurants. Although Tus-
cany is normally a red-wine region, 
the most famous Tuscan white 
wine comes from here: the inex-
pensive, light, and fruity Vernaccia 
di San Gimignano.

  After dinner, the empty streets 
are yours to savor. Enjoying San 
Gimignano at night gives you a 
chance to experience the romantic 
Tuscan town you’ve been dream-
ing about.

Rick Steve’s Europe

Tourists hang out at San Gimignano’s Piazza della Cisterna, by the 
same well locals used 1,000 years ago. (Cameron Hewitt, Rick Steves’ 
Europe)
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February 18
March 4, 18
9am - 3pm

Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class, such 
as Stand-Up Defensive Driving, 
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certificate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for more infor-
mation and to make a resevation.

 Our classes are held in the first-
floor meeting room of Candlewood 
Suites, which is located at 506 E. 
Hwy. 332 in Lake Jackson.

Changing bad habits will benefit the entire family; Better yet, don’t start
By Sue Hubbard, M.D.
www.kidsdr.com

   A few days into 2017, there’s no 
better time to talk about changing 
some habits. Why is it that habits 
are certainly easy to acquire, but 
difficult to change? I saw a book on 
The New York Times bestseller list 
about “Habits,” and I am committed 
to reading it this year.  

  I know that we started many 
“bad” habits when my husband and 
I were new parents, and I talk to my 
patients every day about not doing 
the same things I did. But, even with 
that knowledge, there are several 
recurrent habits that I wish parents 
would try to change; or better yet, 
don’t start.

  1. Do not have your baby/child 

sleep with you (unless sick).  
  This is a recurring theme in 

my practice, and the conversation 
typically starts when a parent says, 
“I am not getting enough sleep. My 
child wakes me up all night long.”  
Whether that means getting in the 
habit of breastfeeding your child 
all night or having your 2-year-old 
“refuse” to go to sleep without you, 
children need to be independent 
sleepers. Some children are born 
to be good sleepers while others 
require “learning” to sleep; either 
way, your child needs to know how 
to sleep alone. I promise you, their 
college roommate will one day 
thank you.

  2. Change poor eating habits.  
  Family meals are a must, and 

healthy eating starts with parents. 
I still have parents, (with two, three 
or four children) who are “short 
order cooks,” which means they 
make a different meal for everyone. 
Who even has the time? Sounds 
exhausting! Even cooking two 
meals (breakfast, dinner) a day for 
a family is hard to do for 20 years, 
but enabling your children to have 
poor eating habits by only serving 
“their four favorite foods” is setting 
them up for a lifetime of picky, and 
typically unhealthy, eating.  

  Start serving one nutritious 
family dinner, and let everyone have 
one night a week to help select the 
meal. Beyond that, everyone eats 
the same thing. Easy! If they are 
hungry they will eat.

  3. No electronics in your child’s 
room. 

  If you start this habit from the 
beginning, it will be easy. If you 
have a TV in your child’s room when 
they are 6 to 8 years old, good luck 
taking it out when they are 13 to 15. 
First TV in their room should be in 
a college dorm. For older children, 
make sure that you are docking 
their electronics outside of their 
rooms for the night. Everyone will 
sleep better! 

(Dr. Sue Hubbard is an award-
winning pediatrician, medical 
editor and media host. “The Kid’s 
Doctor” TV feature can be seen 
on more than 90 stations across 
the U.S. Submit questions at http:
//www.kidsdr.com.?
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The Brazosport College Drama 
Department is proud to present its 
latest production, “Shakespeare in 
Hollywood” for six dates, begin-
ning Feb. 23.

Performances of “Shakespeare 
in Hollywood” are scheduled for 
Feb. 23-25 and March 2-4 at 
the Seidule Drama Theatre on 
the Brazosport College campus. 
Showtime for the productions is 
8 p.m.

“Shakespeare in Hollywood” 
is a comedic farce about the real 
Oberon and Puck being trans-
ported from Shakespeare’s time to 
1930’s Hollywood, where they are 
cast as themselves in “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream.” When they 
release the flower that makes 

Trace Tonche and Cassi Shields are playing the roles of Puck and 
Oberon in The Brazosport College Drama Department’s latest 
production, “Shakespeare in Hollywood.”

a mortal fall in love with the next 
person they see, things get a little 
out of hand.

“Shakespeare in Hollywood” is 
produced by special arrangement 
with Samuel French.

Admission is free for BC 
students with valid identification. 
General admission is $5, and 
tickets for students and seniors 
are $4. For reservations, call (979) 
230-3271.

BC Drama Department to present ‘Shakespeare in Hollywood’ACC honors students focus on bees, De Vaca
The research of the decline of 

bee populations and a new look at 
an early American explorer have 
propelled two Alvin Community Col-
lege Honors students into a national 
honors conference.

Freyja Coe, of Friendswood and 
Julie Higuera, of Alvin, will present 
their Honors research projects at 
the National Asso-
ciation of African 
American Studies 
in Dallas on Feb-
ruary 13-18.

“ACC is so for-
tunate to be rep-
resented at this 
national confer-
ence by these two 
Honors students,” 
said Elizabeth 
McLane, honors 
program director. 

Higuera and 
Coe said they 
are both looking 
forward to showing their projects 
and representing the college in the 
conference.

“This is my first conference so 
I’m very much looking forward to it,” 
she said.

Coe has presented at confer-
ences before though this is her first 
national conference.

There are a variety of different 
fields included in the National Asso-
ciation of African American Studies 
organization.

 Higuerra’s research focused on 
the issue of declining bee popula-
tions and its possible effect on the 
planet’s food supply.

She first learned about the impor-

tance of bees in crop production 
during a Biology course.

“One in three bites of food we eat 
are pollinated by bees,” she said. 
“They are important to us, and they 
should be protected.”

Coe’s project was an in-depth 
look at Spanish explorer Cabeza De 
Vaca and his progressive views on 

the Native Ameri-
cans he encoun-
tered during his 
travels.

“I want to show 
everyone his 
motivation,” Coe 
said. “I really want 
them to know 
more about the 
person. He is not 
well-known, and 
I want people to 
see how progres-
sive he was for 
his time.”

For the past 
several years, ACC Honors students 
have presented their research 
projects at local and national 
conferences such as the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Consortium and the 
Great Plains Honors Council.

To be eligible for the Honors 
program at ACC, students must 
have a GPA of at least 3.25 with at 
least 12 hours, an ACT score of at 
least 26, an SAT score of at least 
1100, graduate in the top 20 percent 
of their high school class along with 
approval by the class instructor.

For more information 
call (281) 756-3742 or visit 
www.alvincollege.edu/Programs-
Degrees/Honors-Program.

ACC Honors students Julie 
Higuerra, left, of Alvin and Freyja 
Coe, of Friendswood,
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Tired of high cable bills? Many Americans are returning to free TV by installing antennas
By Jennifer Van Grove
The San Diego Union-Tribune (TNS)

When it comes to television 
viewing, what’s old is new again as 
an increasing number of Americans 
are dumping their cable boxes and 
going totally retro.

That’s right, the tried-and-true TV 
antenna — just digitally enhanced 
and minus the goofy bunny ears 
— is having a moment in the spot-

light as people search for cheaper 
replacements for their cable and 
satellite TV packages.

In fact, since 2013, the percent-
age of broadband households in 
the nation using only antennas to 
watch linear TV has jumped from 9 
percent to 15 percent, according to 
data released this month by Parks 
Associates.

“That’s a significant increase and 

a steady trend upward,” said Brett 
Sappington, who as senior direc-
tor of research at Parks Associate 
tracks trends in TV viewing. “There 
is a bit of a renaissance for the 
antenna. For many years, the trend 
in the U.S. was in the rise of pay TV 
as a primary entertainment option 
for consumers. But, if you look 
worldwide, over-the-air broadcasts 
are by far the dominate way people 

watch TV channels.”
And, really, the resurgence in 

antenna usage in the U.S. isn’t all 
that surprising. What with some 
cable and internet packages climb-
ing well past $250-per-month, a 
consumer push back was seemingly 
inevitable.

It certainly doesn’t hurt that all 
you need is a digital antenna for 
live access to over-the-air, HD 
broadcasts on the local stations we 
all know: ABC, NBC, CBS, FOX, 
PBS and the CW. Plus, you can find 
several affordable antenna options 
at your neighborhood Wal-Mart, and 
plenty more on Amazon.

Better still, once you have said 
antenna, those broadcast chan-
nels are all free. Yes, reception, 

obviously, varies based on your 
location, but a handy tool from the 
Federal Communications Commis-
sion makes it easy to gauge what 
stations have the strongest signals 
in your neighborhood.

The antenna’s comeback can 
be directly linked to the increasing 
cost of traditional pay TV packages, 
Sappington said. At the end of 2016, 
American households, he said, were 
paying, on average, $84 a month 
just for cable or satellite TV.

“Data consistently shows that 
the perceived (lack of) value of pay 
TV is always the No. 1 reason why 
people cut the cord,” Sappington 
said. “They say, ‘My pay TV was not 
worth what I was paying, and so I 
canceled.’”

Traders capture Trump’s remarks 
and then buy or sell affected stocks
By James F. Peltz
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The jaw-dropping speed at 
which certain stocks have moved in 
response to Donald Trump’s tweets 
about corporate America makes it 
seem as if Wall Street already was 
waiting for the president-elect’s 
words.

It was.
Some sophisticated traders with 

automated programs are using 
computer algorithms that instantly 
capture Trump’s Twitter remarks 
and then immediately buy or sell the 
affected stocks, analysts said.

“It’s in the algorithms. They’ve 
done it,” said Joe Gits, chief execu-
tive of Social Market Analytics Inc.

Gits’ firm isn’t among those trad-
ers, he said. Instead, the company 
culls the 500 million tweets issued 
daily on Twitter to find comments 
from influential people such as 
Trump that could affect stocks and 
then immediately relays that “senti-
ment” data to traders.

Wall Street is tight-lipped about 
which firms use the automatic 
trading programs in their bid to 
profit from Trump’s tweets, and it’s 
unclear how much of the stocks’ 
trading volume reflects the auto-
mated trades.

Representatives from venerable 
investment firms such as Goldman 
Sachs Group Inc., Morgan Stanley 

and Bank of America’s Merrill Lynch 
all declined to comment. So did 
Citadel Securities, a well-known 
automated trading firm that also 
operates a hedge fund. Gits likewise 
said he was not at liberty to disclose 
the names of traders using such 
automated programs.

The secrecy isn’t surprising 
because firms employing the 
programs, which try to profit from 
even modest point spreads on high-
volume trades, don’t want to reveal 
their advantage, said Josh Brown, 
chief executive of Ritholtz Wealth 
Management who also runs the 
Reformed Broker website.

“Nobody would share this pub-
licly,” Brown said. “Who would say, 
‘Yeah, this is how we’re doing this, 
and it’s working great?’ But it’s obvi-
ous that’s not human traders.”

For average investors, the instant 
post-Trump market moves can 
largely be ignored, analysts said. 
That’s because the stocks that have 
quickly dropped in response to 
Trump soon bounce back, a trend 
that’s likely to continue, they said.

At Bloomberg — a major provider 
of market data and news, with about 
325,000 of its computer terminals 
used by traders and others world-
wide — Trump tweet notifications 
are one of the fastest-growing alerts 
for a news product that they have 
ever launched.
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Noble or slap the book back on the 
shelf and move on to more interest-
ing stuff.  In short, the opening batch 
of words is pay dirt or failure. So, 
believe me, smart writers choose 
those words mighty carefully.

First sentences are first impres-
sions.  And like other first impres-
sions they can sometimes be 
misleading. Here’s the very first 
sentence of the very first novel 
written by John Steinbeck (“Cup 
of Gold,” published in 1929):  “All 
afternoon the wind sifted out of the 
black Welsh glens, crying notice 
that winter was come sliding down 
over the world from the pole; and 
riverward there was a faint moaning 
of new ice.”

It’s a winner, filled with sensory 
imagery that drops the reader right 
into a setting that can be seen, 
heard, smelled and felt.  

Unfortunately the thousands of 
sentences that come after it make 
for something of a train wreck of a 
novel, so bad that Steinbeck – who 
would go on to win the Nobel Prize 
for Literature for some of the finest 
books in world literature – prob-
ably wished he had skipped that 
one altogether and moved on to 
his second effort, “The Pastures of 
Heaven.”

Of course, there are lots of good 
books that don’t start with wonder-

ful, inviting first lines.  One of my 
favorite novels, “Les Miserables” 
by Victor Hugo,  doesn’t offer much 
in the way of an opener: “An hour 
before sunset, on the evening of 
a day in the beginning of October, 
1815, a man traveling afoot entered 
the little town of D______.”  Come 
on, Victor, at least give us the name 
of the town.  I’ve always wondered 

how a fellow who wrote hundreds 
of thousands of perfect sentences 
in his novels couldn’t come up with 
a better one to launch his master-
piece.

Years ago I wrote a first-class first 
sentence for a novel or a short story.  
The problem is I can’t seem to come 
up with a plotline to follow it.  Here 
it is:  “He was a big man, and he 

would be hard to kill.”  It’s no “Call 
me Ishmael”, but you have to admit 
it’s more intriguing than the first line 
of Les Miserables.

So, if you’re a writer, pay particu-
lar attention to your first sentences.  
They can either be an invitation to 
your readers to come along for the 
ride or sufficiently lackluster to make 
them keep looking.

Here are the answers to the quiz:  
1) “Gone with the Wind”  2) “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” 3) “Huckleberry Finn”  
4) “The Old Man and the Sea”  5) 
“Rebecca”  6) “A Christmas Carol”  
7)  “Anna Karenina”  8) “1984.”

If you got them all correct, buy 
yourself a good book.  One with a 
good first sentence.

I didn’t put what is possibly the 
most famous opening line on the 
quiz, from Dickens’ “A Tale of Two 
Cities”:  “It was the best of times, it 
was the worst of times…”

That, my friend, will almost cer-
tainly describe 2017, just as it has 
all the years preceding it.

Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

While you can’t judge a book by its cover, you often can by that very important first sentence
(Continued from Page 1)

Brazosport College welcomes students back to class
Artist David Foster creates a 
caricature of student Jessica 
McGee during a Welcome Week 
activity recently at Brazosport 
College. To learn more about 
Student Life at Brazosport 
College visit www.brazosport.edu/
StudentLife/Clubs or call (979) 
230-3412. To learn more about 
Brazosport College, call (979) 
230-3000.

SPECIALS



Page 12  THE BULLETIN  February 7, 2017  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

The facts and myths about the influenza vaccine
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

If you are hesitating to get your 
annual influenza vaccine, Dr. 
Gregory Poland, director of Mayo 
Clinic’s Vaccine Research Group, 
wants to bust some myths about the 
flu vaccine that may help you make 
your decision.

Myth: The vaccine gives you 
the flu.

False. “The easy answer is it’s 
simply not true,” says Poland. “I 
think what people are referring to 
when they say that is, ‘I got the flu 
shot, and, then, I had symptoms 
which reminded me of the same 

kind of symptoms I get when I’ve 
had the flu.’ But the problem is that 
they’re assuming that temporality is 
causality. I’ll give you an example. 
When I speak to large audiences, I’ll 
say — this will be in August or Sep-
tember (and) nobody’s gotten the flu 
shot yet — how many of you have 
had muscle aches, low-grade fever, 
headache, fatigue? And, you know, 
40, 50 percent of them will say they 
have, but then I ask them, if you had 
just gotten a flu shot the day before 
that, what would you say? Well, I 
got it from the flu shot. The point is, 
you would have blamed it on the flu 
vaccine.”

Myth: People with egg 
allergies cannot get a flu shot.

False. “When we say that 
people with egg allergies can’t get 
a flu shot, we have to look at the 
advance of science over time,” says 
Poland. “In the past, if somebody 
had what’s called an anaphylactic 
allergic reaction to the flu shot, 
which is due to the egg component, 
they were right. They couldn’t get 
it. That is no longer the case. A flu 
vaccine contains, if any, low levels 
of detectable egg protein. We now 

have vaccines no longer produced 
in eggs. Even somebody who has 
the worst kind of egg allergy you 
can imagine can get a flu shot. We 
have to give them the right one. We 
wouldn’t give them any one, but 
we’d give them one not made in 
chicken eggs.”

Myth: It’s too late in the 
season to get a flu shot.

False. “Interestingly enough in 
the U.S., the peak of our influenza 
outbreaks are often in the January, 
February, early March time frame,” 
says Poland. “So it is, in fact, never 

too late. In fact, people will say, well, 
what about April, May, June? And I 
would still give it to them if they’re 
traveling, or they’re in an area 
where there are a lot of travelers 
because, remember, the flu season 
in the southern hemisphere is the 
opposite of ours. People are always 
bringing influenza to one or the 
other hemisphere, and sharing it 
with each other.”

Poland advises the best way to 
stay healthy is get enough sleep, 
eat right, exercise and get a flu 
vaccine.
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Did you know?

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: PRIOR  SHEEP  POROUS  EMPIRE
Answer: What an overloaded dock can create -- PIER PRESSURE

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The real secret to 
having everything you want is realizing that you 
already do. As this week unfolds, you might be fasci-
nated by new people or interesting places. Don’t be 
tempted to stray too far from hearth and home.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Learn where you 
can make improvements. Social situations may give 
you an opportunity to reassess what you have done 
wrong in the past. You may be a font of knowledge 
about expert business practices in the week ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You know what you 
are worth so only do things that are worthwhile. 
This week you may be challenged to discriminate 
between fact and fantasy when dealing with other 
people. Focus on what actually matters the most.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Consider what you 
do the best and then do your best with it. In the 
week to come, you may develop a better apprecia-
tion of your skills by talking with other people. Make 
purchases with lasting functionality in mind.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The heart can’t be ruled 
by the head. You can’t measure satisfaction or 
creative genius with a slide rule or a pocket calcula-
tor. It might be better to rely on intuitions in the week 
ahead rather than on facts and figures.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You will go further 
by cooperating than by competing. Good manners 
and a friendly smile will earn you appreciation and 
bolster support in the week ahead. Get a firm grip on 
the ups and downs of your finances.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Do it now. Avoid distrac-
tions in the week ahead. Don’t put off until tomorrow 
what you can do today or the result will be a pile of work 
on your desk. Interactions with someone enticing may 
distract you and waste your time.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Develop your own 
narrative. You may feel free to speak your mind in the 
week ahead and persuade someone to follow your lead. 
It may be easier than usual to obtain recognition for your 
skill set and talents.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): What you see 
isn’t always what you get. A project or plan could seem 
attractive on the surface, but there may be hidden flaws. 
Don’t get caught up in wishful thinking in the week 
ahead; get expert advice.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The ringing phone 
may bring invitations to participate in group activities. 
Accept invitations to mingle. You might hear a persua-
sive proposal in the week ahead. Avoid a tendency to 
spend your money too freely.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Money is like water 
and may slip through your fingers in the week to come. 
At the same time, you might be wise enough to build a 
dam so that you will have ample money for the future. 
Save money for rainy days.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Brainstorm past the 
blinders. You might be so busy pursuing your own 
agenda that you don’t acknowledge the facts about a 
situation or romantic relationship. This isn’t a good week 
to take a chance on a passing fling.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Feb. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1778, 
France granted diplomatic recogni-
tion to the United States and signed 
a treaty of military aid; U.S. enemy 
England declared war on France 
the same day. In 1952, Britain’s 
King George VI died; he was 
succeeded by his older daughter, 
Elizabeth, who remains queen 65 
years later at the age of 90. She 
is the nation’s longest-serving 
monarch - surpassing the reign of 
Queen Victoria by 17 months and 
counting.

Feb. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1935, 
Charles Darrow invented the game 
of Monopoly. In 1964, the Beatles 
landed in New York to cheering 
crowds to begin their first U.S. tour.

Feb. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1904, 
the Russo-Japanese War began. 
In 1910, the Boy Scouts of America 
was incorporated. In 1926, Walt 
Disney Studios was formed.

Feb. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1825, 
the House of Representatives 
elected John Quincy Adams presi-
dent after no candidate received 
a majority of electoral votes. He 
was the eldest son of the nation’s 
second president, John Adams. 
In 1943, the World War II battle of 
Guadalcanal ended with an Ameri-
can victory over Japanese forces.

Feb. 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1846, members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
the Mormons, began an exodus 
from Illinois to the West. In 1962, 
the Soviet Union exchanged cap-
tured American U-2 spy-plane pilot 

Francis Gary Powers for a Soviet 
spy held by the United States.

Feb. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1945, President Roosevelt, British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
and Soviet leader Josef Stalin 
signed the Yalta Agreement that 
was to govern the postwar admin-
istration of Germany. In 1979, 
followers of Islamic fundamentalist 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini seized 
power in Iran.

Feb. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1870, women in the Utah Territory 
gained the right to vote. In 1909, 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
was founded.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1914, 
Charlie Chaplin debuted his 
“Tramp” character in a silent film 
called Kid Auto Races at Venice.

This week’s question: 
Whose gang carried out the St. 
Valentine’s Day Massacre against 
rival mobsters in Chicago in 1929?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

BOLTS & NUTS                                                                      By Sean Galvin

WEEKLY GEOGRAPHY QUIZ
Question: The Cascade Range extends through three states. Name 

them.
Answer: Washington, Oregon and California. The mountains also run 

into British Columbia. Mount Rainier in Washington is the highest peak in 
the range.

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

• Since the end of the Cold War, 
Norway has officially mediated 10 
peace deals between other coun-
tries and secretly mediated up to 10 
more.

• Since the end of the Cold War, 
Norway has officially mediated 10 
peace deals between other coun-
tries and secretly mediated up to 10 
more.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• According to a new study, getting revenge on someone who has slighted 
you actually makes you measurably happier.

• Shower Beer, a beverage from PangPang Brewery, is a pale ale devel-
oped specifically for drinking in the shower.

• According to a new study, people are more likely to swear as a form of 
self-expression, rather than a way to harm other people.

• In 1993, Gunter and Ernst—a parody of Siegfried and Roy—were 
mauled by a tiger on “The Simpsons.” In 2003, Roy really was mauled.

• Cookie Puss, a popular Carvel ice cream cake invented in the 1970s, 
was based on the face of founder Thomas Carvel.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Year in which Salieri was born
6 Spunkmeyer of cookie fame
10 Sports __
13 Key artery
14 Seattle’s __ Place Market
15 Hazmat suit hazard
16 Nail the Miley Cyrus impression?
19 “Madam Secretary” star
20 “Family Feud” source
21 Stately tree

22 “... __ the set of sun”: “Macbeth”
23 Disney title girl from Hawaii
24 Permanently deleted electronic 
message?
30 Cinch
32 “Ah, broken is the golden bowl! 
the spirit flown forever!” poet
33 GPS suggestion
34 Prod
35 Michaels et al.
36 End notes?

38 Pay extension?
39 It goes around in winter
40 Antarctic transport
41 Minor trade adjustment?
45 Majestic quality
46 Playboy nickname
47 Kentucky Colonels’ org.
50 “The Caine Mutiny” Oscar 
nominee
53 Genealogical record
55 “The spasm preceded the other 
symptoms, Doc”?
57 Used to be
58 Hendrix hairdo
59 Royal __: scheduled 2016 British 
Open site
60 Unmatched
61 The Taj Mahal, e.g.
62 Garden plant that thrives in 
shade

DOWN
1 Lackluster finish
2 Wooden pin
3 Vanilla treats
4 Key not used alone
5 Bass Islands locale
6 Wrote an essay, maybe
7 Polynesian carving
8 Turner of entertainment
9 Vacation area
10 Oregon State athlete, for short
11 Rather red
12 Legion
15 Lose illegally
17 Winner of six David di Donatello 
acting awards
18 __ film
23 Some August babies
25 Be selfish about, in a way
26 Low grade
27 Fox commentator who was the 
1992 N.L. Rookie of the Year
28 Singer James
29 Try
30 Self-appointed expert
31 Online TV giant
35 Moreover
36 Common liquor purchase, once
37 Scary squeezer
39 Homburg, for one
40 Nobel, for one
42 “__ when that happens”
43 Buster?
44 Tough syndicate
48 Get drunk
49 Insurance giant
50 USAF stealth plane
51 Due
52 Prepare, as for action
53 Chicken __
54 Early copter
56 One may be a CPA
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
CUBS METS  REDS  TWINS  TIGERS  GIANTS  ASTROS  PIRATES 
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