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A winter’s A perfect gift for everyone not named ‘Alexa’ Real ramblings
Stories and observations
cold tale
that are as important as
By Greg Schwem

Tribune Content Agency

By Ron Rozelle

Contributing Editor

I often tell folks in my wordsmithing classes and workshops that
some of the most useful tools they
can employ are the five senses. I
also tell them that the sense of smell
is almost always the quickest one
to trigger a memory of the past. But
the feeling generated by a really cold
day, like several we’ve had more of
than usual this
year, might give
smell a run for
first place. In
support of that
theory I offer
the following
piece I wrote
THE WORDSMITH one particularly
frigid morning
a decade or so ago for my Sunday
newspaper column:
On more than one occasion in
this little corner of the paper I have
confessed to being a weather junkie.
I’ve owned up to looking forward to
big blue northers barreling in and
to enjoying blustery gray days that
normal people chalk up as failures.
But I also need to confess that I
generally like such days from inside
a warm house. You’ve found me on
a chilly morning with a determined
gust pushing against the windows.
I just made a quick foray outside to
get the papers, wishing I’d put on an
extra sweater for just that short journey. Dry leaves scratched their way
swiftly along the street and a stiff
north wind practically blew me back
inside, to a warm room, a cup of hot

Thanks to retail giant Amazon,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
may want to ponder creating a
new “endangered” list containing
the following HUMAN species:
• People who leave their
homes to shop (Scientific name
“mallwalkerus spendicus”)
• People who read books
containing pages that must be
turned, not swiped (hardcovercus

addictus)
• Babies named “Alexa”
The latter is due to Amazon’s
insanely popular gift, the Echo Dot.
Powered by what is currently the
most downloaded app from both
iTunes and Google Play, Echo Dot
answers myriad questions and
performs tasks ranging from ordering Uber rides to adjusting home
thermostats. Users need only begin
their conversations by addressing
the device as “Alexa,” as in, “Alexa,

Putting the rescue in animal rescue
By Stacey Allen Suazo

Director, SPCA of Brazoria County

Jason (my husband) and I
have been turned down by rescue
organizations as “not worthy” of
adopting a pet. Once because we
didn’t have a fenced yard and once
because we didn’t meet the income
requirements (he had just opened
his veterinary practice, and we had
no real income that year.)
Claudia, our daughter, was
almost turned down by a shelter
who intended to kill “Pumpkin” at 5
p.m. that day. They thought it was
better to kill him than adopt him to
a presumably irresponsible college
student who might not have the

resources to care for him properly,
even though she told him that she
lived in a home with a fenced yard,
her mother is a shelter director, and
her father is a veterinarian. They
thought he was better off dead.
Last summer, I went to a seminar
about “closing the gaps.” As animal
welfare workers, we need to figure
out which animals we’re not saving,
and figure out how to close those
gaps.
If a rescue only takes the highly
adoptable pets and doesn’t help
close the gaps, it’s not really a
rescue. The shelter can do that
without the rescue.
(Continued on Page 4)
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Editor and Publisher

Zero tolerance
Friend: I don’t mind the cold, but
hate it when I turn on the hot water
and ice cold water flows out of it.
Me: I hate both.
Make a checklist next time
From Popular Mechanics: Someone Left a Hatch Open and Crippled
India’s $2.9 Billion Submarine. Not
leaving hatches
open that could
potentially sink a
ship, particularly
a submarine, is
basic common
sense. (Editor:
When the
submarine goes
RAMBLINGS under
water,
someone please close the hatch
- anyone.)
Zeros and ones bartender
Robot bartenders can mix perfect
drinks in one minute. But can they
listen to your problems? Robotic
pole dancers look like robots. That’s
sick.
No one got nuked
From the NYT: Breaking News.
No one is bombing Hawaii. An emergency alert saying a ballistic missile
was heading toward the state
caused panic. But it was a false
alarm. (Editor: It’s sort of important
not to screw this up.)

(Continued on Page 4)

LJ celebrates
75th birthday &
County library
system news

why am I talking to something
resembling a hockey puck on
Christmas morning?” Alexa’s
answer? “Sorry, I’m not sure.”
I was among the “tens of millions,” according to an Amazon
press release, of customers who
received an Alexa-enabled device
for Christmas. So far, my Echo
Dot questions have yielded mixed
results. Yes, Alexa correctly told
me my wife’s flight from Denver to

NEW LOCATION
Feb. 24

Doctor: I feel like I forgot
something
From the Houston Chronicle: An
Army veteran who says someone
left a scalpel inside him after surgery
is suing a Veterans Affairs hospital.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Daughter: What’s a computer?
(Editor: You’re holding it. I don’t
get it.)
(Continued from Page 1)
fied compensatory damages.
U.S. is comparatively safe
(Editor: Who could that “someBridgeport resident Glenford
Compared to which country is the
one” be? Maybe it was a doctor.
Turner says the scalpel was only
United States relatively much safer
Just
a
wild
guess.)
discovered years later, after he
when it comes to murders? You
suffered from long-term abdominal
Ipad commercial
would guess that we’re No. 1, right?
pain. He sued the VA in U.S. District
Mother: What are you doing on
Wrong. Not even close.
Court last week, seeking unspeciyour computer?
In 2017, Mexico reported
29,168 murders. I could only find
2016 totals for the U.S., when we
recorded 17,250 murders. Unless
the numbers just totally exploded
from one year to the next, which
I doubt, that statistically you are
much safer in this country of 323
million people than in Mexico, total
WEED FOR WHEELS; DO WE HAVE A DEAL? A man in Vail,
population of 127 million.
Colo., who had a whole bunch of homegrown, black-market weed and
But what would they do in a
wanted to buy an SUV he saw advertised on Craigslist thought that
China shop?
a simple trade would be the way to go. He texted the seller with his
From the Houston Chronicle:
proposal, which was immediately accepted. This was because the seller
A northern Namibian village was
happened to be the sheriff of Teller County.
raided by a herd of 28 elephants
FINALLY, I THINK MY LUCK IS CHANGING: Police in South
that wrecked 18 homes, uprooted
Yorkshire, England, notified hundreds of wanted men that they were
trees and destroyed the village
eligible to receive luxury items, including expensive wine, as Christmas
borehole well.
presents. This, of course, was a sting operation. Some 70 of them fell for
Residents of Otjorute say the
it and were immediately arrested.
animals frequently arrive from a
WE DON’T WANT ANY TROUBLE … KA-BLAM! Three masked
men stormed into a house in Reedy Creek, N.C., with robbery in mind.
Unfortunately for them, the guy who lived there is the local vice president of the National Rifle Association, and he was home at the time. He
opened fire, and they went running.
GEE THANKS, GRANDMA! During a traffic stop, in Bradshaw,
Neb., a husband and wife in their 80s were arrested with 60 pounds of
marijuana worth $336,000 in their pickup truck. The California couple
said they headed to Vermont, and were going to give the weed out as
Christmas presents.
IT WAS BECAUSE I LOVE HER: A man wanted his girlfriend
to stop working as a dancer at a strip club in Huntington, W. Va. She
refused. So he tried to burn the place to the ground. Damage was minimal.
IS THAT YOU, SANTA? A man attempted to burglarize a home in
Citrus Heights, Calif., by sliding down the chimney. But he became stuck
ABOUT US
and had to call the police to get him out.
John and Sharon
ANYWAY, THANKS FOR DROPPING IN … BYE: A man,
wearing only a bathrobe, wandered into a home in Hartwood, Va., at 3
Toth, Owners and
o’clock in the morning, making enough noise to awaken the residents. He
Publishers
claimed to be a neighbor, and said he came over because he thought he
Since July 4, 1994
heard a gunshot. He smelled of alcohol and marijuana. They told him to
THE BULLETIN is distribleave; he became hostile; they called the cops.
IT’S FOR YOUR OWN GOOD, BRO: Drug activity has been so
uted each Tuesday by J&S
rampant for so long at their Tukwila, Wash, home, that a man called the
Communications, Inc.. E-mail
cops on his drug dealer brother, who lived there with him, and asked
letters and press releases
them to raid the place and shut it down. They complied.
to john.bulletin@gmail.com.
OH, WERE YOU GUYS TALKING ABOUT ME? Police in
Faxed or mailed announceSydney, Australia, who were planning to arrest a North Korean agent,
ments are no longer
inadvertently broadcast details of that operation on social media three
accepted. For advertising
days before they were to take him into custody. Fortunately, the spy didn’t
information, call (979) 849figure this out, and the cops were able to round him up.
WELL, EXCUUUUSE ME! An extremely intoxicated man became
5407. Advertising and news
very abusive to the airline crew on a flight from Ireland to England, smokrelease deadline is 5 p.m. on
ing, swearing and behaving in a disorderly manner. As he was being
Tuesday.
arrested, he shouted, “F*** off! I’m an honor student, you f***s!”
Our 24th year of publishing!

Some of my real ramblings

nearby conservation area during
harvest time, but this month’s raids
are unprecedented.
The villagers say the pachyderms
arrived early one morning. amid
much noise and chaos, leaving a

trail of uprooted or damaged trees
in their wake.
The New Era daily reports
at least one elephant followed
people’s footprints until it got into
their houses.

By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Strange but True

‘VANISHING CALORIES’ AD UP
Q. How is it that folks can
devour, say, a bag of potato
chips without noticing the calories they’re eating, but the same
can’t be said for an apple?
A. It’s all too familiar. You sit
down with a can of Pringles potato
chips, and the next thing you
know, you’ve eaten all five servings worth, at 750 calories, which
is to say, “about one and a half
times the calories of a Big Mac,”
writes Dan Lewis on his web site
“nowiknow.com.” (A medium-sized
apple, by the way, has about 85
calories.) Welcome to the magic of
something called “vanishing caloric
density.” When food scientist
Steve Witherly studied why we like
salty snacks and other junk food so
much, he eventually focused on the
one reason among many that stood
out to him: these foods dissolve
easily when they enter our mouths.
With vanishing caloric density, “If
something melts down quickly,
your brain thinks that there are no
calories in it… you can just keep
eating it forever.”
And it’s not just potato chips;
biggest offender, per Witherly, is
Cheetos, and also making the list
are ice cream, popcorn, and cotton

candy. To make matters worse,
Lewis adds, “these foods often are
high in sugar, fat, and salt - three
elements which make our taste
buds tingle, leading us to want
more. And this happens while
the calorie-counting area of our
subconscious doesn’t see a reason
to say otherwise.”
Pass the potato chips, please!
COLORBLIND BEAUTY
Q. According to philosopher
and scuba enthusiast Peter
Godfrey-Smith, a three-foot-long
giant cuttlefish has “a skin that
can appear just about any color
at all and can change in seconds, sometimes much faster
than a second … the entire body
is a screen on which patterns
are played. The patterns are
not just a series of snapshots,
but moving shapes, like stripes
and clouds. These seem to be
immensely expressive animals,
animals with a lot to say.”
But what is being said, and to
whom?
A. No one knows. And there is
an even deeper mystery: cuttlefish
are color blind! “This is baffling,”
writes Godfrey-Smith in “Other
Minds: The octopus, the sea, and
the deep origins of consciousness.”
“These animals are doing so much
with color. They are also superb at
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matching the color of their surroundings, for camouflage. How
can you match colors you cannot
see?” It seems we have a lot to
learn about cuttlefish.
CALCULUS AND TEETH
Q What does “calculus” have
to do with teeth? Don’t ask
a mathematician but rather a
molecular anthropologist such
as Christina Warinner. What
might she have to say?
A. “Calculus,” or fossilized dental
plaque, contains ancient DNA and
proteins belonging to microbes that
could unlock the secrets of what
those ancient humans ate, what
ailed them, perhaps even what
they did for a living, reports Helen
Thompson in “Science News”
magazine. According to Warinner,
“It’s the only part of your body that
fossilizes while you’re still alive and
also is the last thing to decay.”
In their study, Warinner and colleagues found “a slew of proteins
and DNA snippets from bacteria,
viruses and fungi, including dozens
of oral pathogens,” one of which
still infects gums today. They also
later discovered the first direct
DNA-based evidence of milk consumption in the plaque of Bronze
Age skeletons from 3000 B.C.
Even odds and ends from poppy
seeds to paint pigments lurked on
archaic chompers.
Concludes Thompson: “By
examining the microbes that lived
in the plaque of past humans and
their relatives, Warinner hopes to
characterize how our microbial
communities have changed through
time, and how they’ve changed us.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?
• Rubber is a main ingredient in
modern chewing gum.
• Five weeks into the movie’s run,
7 percent of all American teenage
girls had seen “Titanic” twice.
• Each year, zebras are responsible for more injuries to American
zookeepers than any other animal.
• A hippopotamus is capable of
swallowing a man whole.
• In Armenia, children ages 6 and
up are taught chess in school as
part of the mandatory curriculum.

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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A winter’s tale: Guarding old trailers
(Continued from Page 1)

coffee and a winter memory.
When I was all of 20, in the Army
and stationed in Germany, my company commander decided, during a
frigid January, that a parking lot full
of decommissioned jeep trailers that
we somehow ended up with needed
to be guarded.
I never understood why those
ancient rigs warranted any sort of
protection. They had no doubt been
built in World War II or just before it
and 30 years later, when my fellow
privates and I had to guard them,
they were in a mighty pitiful shape.
Most of them were immobile, all
were banged up and more than a
few were missing tail gates, hitches,
tires or even wheels.
Now I’m here to tell you those
were some downright cold nights
when we took turns rolling out of our
bunks, pulled on as many layers of
Army-issued clothes as we could
get into, slung M16s over our shoulders and made sure nobody stole
a bunch of clunkers that I doubt the
Army could have given away.
Some nights it snowed. Some
nights it rained. But clear nights,

with no clouds to serve as a blanket, were the worst of all. Because
when the sky was full of stars it
was bone-chilling, blue-faced, deep
freezer cold.
On those nights nothing in the
world seemed more inviting - not
home, or a weekend pass, or
fried schnitzel with German-fried
potatoes - than the prospect of
ending our two hour stint, crawling
back into a narrow cot and pulling
stiff Army sheets and a couple of
scratchy olive-colored blankets up
over our heads.
When we’d suffered through that
arctic sentry duty for a month or
more, an order came down from the
battalion or division or some other
lofty zenith that all guard details had
to be overseen by an NCO.
So now our cadre of sergeants
had to roll out with the rest of us,
bundle up and brave the elements.
And it was fortunate for us that
when First Sergeant Shultz took
his first turn the wind was whistling
down out of the Bavarian north like
a scene out of “Dr. Zhivago.”
In the Army, a first sergeant
- usually called “Top” - might have to
salute officers, but make no mistake
about it: He runs the company. So
the next morning he had a word
with the company commander and
requisitioned a truckload of heavy
chains, which we used to connect
all the trailers together and secure
with big padlocks.

It took just a few minutes outside
on a bitter night for Top to come up
with a little common sense and a
new plan. And our trailer vigil came
to an end.
I’m pretty sure nobody ever cut
those chains and tried to steal any
of them, though a few of us did
manage to roll one over to our barracks that May, where we filled it up
with ice and bottles of German beer
to celebrate my 21st birthday. But
even on that warm day the combination of one of those trailers and
all that ice made us wince. Because
it was enough to take us back to
those long nights of polar misery.
If you’ll excuse me now I’ll turn
up the gas in the fireplace and get
those flames lapping up a little
higher. Then I’ll top off my coffee,
Miss Karen and I will read the
papers and our two opinionated,
elderly cats will curl up into balls by
the hearth and go to sleep.
The winter day can spit and blow
all it wants to outside. And if I start
considering taking a walk around
the neighborhood I’ll just think,
instead, of a lot full of rusty trailers
that may still be chained together,
for all I know, in Illesheim, Germany.
Then I’ll nestle more comfortably
in my chair and be content to look
out the window.
Ron Rozelle’s columns can be
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great
Fiction: Description & Setting,”
and nine other books of fiction and
nonfiction.

Putting the rescue in animal rescue
(Continued from Page 1)

I would take it a step farther - if a
rescue makes the adoption process
so difficult that people choose to
go to backyard breeders, then the
rescue is just as much a part of the
problem as the backyard breeders.
Remember that the person that
you are turning down is going to get
a pet somewhere anyway. Instead
of saying “no,” focus on communicating with them and offering them
resources to help them be good pet
owners, since it’s going to happen
anyway.
“I think it hurts us as a movement,” said Sheila D’Arpino, director
of research at Maddie’s Fund, a
foundation that works to lower
euthanasia rates in shelters. “We

want to involve our communities in
the solution to the problems,” she
added, and that can’t happen “as
long as we’re treating them like
they’re not worthy.”
(Editor’s note: Stacey wrote this
in response to a Washington Post
article entitled: “Millions of dogs
need homes. Why is it sometimes
hard to adopt one?” Reprinted with
permission)

The first Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, or SPCA,
was organized in England in 1824,
primarily to prevent the abuse of
carriage horses in the days before
automobiles. The first American
SPCA was started in 1866 in New
York City.
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A cancer ‘vaccine’ is completely eliminating tumors in mice
By Ariel Scotti

New York Daily News

A new cancer treatment experiment at Stanford University that used
immune-stimulators to target tumors
in mice had remarkably encouraging
results.
After injecting a combination of
two immune boosters directly into
solid mouse tumors, the research
team said the vaccination eliminated
all traces of the specifically targeted
cancer.
“When we use these two agents
together, we see the elimination of
tumors all over the body,” senior
author of the study, Dr. Ronald Levy
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told the Stanford Medicine News
Center. “This approach bypasses
the need to identify tumor-specific
immune targets and doesn’t require
wholesale activation of the immune
system or customization of a
patient’s immune cells.”
Out of the two immune “agents”
used in the study, published in the
journal Science Translational Medicine, one has already been approved
for use in humans and the second
is currently involved in a lymphoma
treatment trial.
The study explained that when
an immune system detects cancer
cells in the body, its T cells attack

the tumor but, over time, the tumor
devises ways to overpower the
immune cells and continues to grow.
In Levy’s experiment, the cancerfighting T cells from the immune
system were rejuvenated when a
microgram (one-millionth of a gram)
amount of the two immune boosters
was injected into a mouse’s lymphoma tumor. Those same cells then
moved on from the tumor it destroyed
to find any other cancers in the body.
Although the injection was successful in eliminating the targeted tumors
present in the mouse, the T cells did
not move on to a colon cancer tumor
also found in the animal.
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Alvin college’s STEM night offers students career options
To encourage more participation
in science programs, there will be
a STEM Night event at Alvin Junior
High School on Feb. 15.
The event is hosted by Communities in Schools and is sponsored
by Alvin Community College and
NASA.
Workers with skills in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math

are in high demand, and STEM
Night will highlight some of the
career options.
STEM Night will be from 6 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. at Alvin Junior High
School, 2300 W. South Street in
Alvin.
The event is free and open to the
public. For more information, call
(281) 756-3553.

Alvin ISD Communities in
Schools Director Kam Marvel said
the event is a chance for parents
and students to learn about STEM
opportunities.
“The event will afford students
and their families an opportunity to
explore science, technology, engineering, and mathematic activities
and learn about career opportunities in these fields,” he said.
The event will feature 20 different
activities, which are designed to be
fun while also teaching students
about various STEM fields.
There will also be door prizes
and free giveaways at the event.
“I would like to generate more
interest in STEM programs at an
earlier age,” Student Retention
Director Holly Williams said.
STEM Night is funded in part from
a $1,000 Innovative Initiative Grant
from the ACC Foundation.
It’s easy to submit a community
announcement. Just send them in
text form to john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Send your photos also. We’ll
take it from there.

Top-paying STEM jobs compiled by U.S. News
1) Software developer: Median salary $100,080.
2) Statistician: Median salary $80,500.
3) Actuary: Median salary $100,500.
4) Mathematician: Median salary $105,810.
5) Cost estimator: Median salary $61,790.
6) Information security analyst: Median salary $92,600
7) Mechanical Engineer: Median salary $84,190.
8) Accountant: Median salary $84,190.
9) Civil engineer: Median salary $83,540.
10) IT Manager: Median salary $135,800

My Answer by Billy Graham

Be wary of group that seems like a cult
Q: A friend keeps trying to get
me to go to her church (at least
I guess it’s a church, although
they don’t call themselves one).
I can’t help but thinking it might
be a cult, though, and I don’t
want to go down that road. How
will I know? - Mrs. M.V.
A: You’re wise to be cautious;
non-Christian cults and pseudoChristian groups seem to be flourishing today just as much as they
ever have. The Bible warns, “Dear
friends, do not believe every spirit,
but test the spirits to see whether
they are from God, because many
false prophets have gone out into
the world” (1 John 4:1).
How can you tell if a group is a
cult? Let me mention two questions you need to ask. First, what
do they believe about the Bible?
Is it, and it alone, God’s Word? Or

have they added to it (e.g., by the
writings of their founder)? Second,
what do they believe about Christ?
Is He alone the divine Son of
God, sent from heaven to save us
from our sins? Or must we save
ourselves by our own good works
or religious deeds? The Bible says,
“Salvation is found in no one else,
for there is no other name under
heaven given to mankind by which
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
The real issue for you, however,
is this: What does Jesus Christ
mean to you? God loves you; He
loves you so much that He sent His
Son into the world to die for you.
Your first step should be to turn to
Jesus, and by faith open your heart
and life to Him.
Then ask God to lead you to a
church where you’ll definitely grow
spiritually, through hearing God’s
Word and having fellowship with
other believers. God bless you.
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)
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Daughters of 1812 invite new members BACH Roll ‘N Stroll & Carnival set for Feb. 17 in Lake Jackson

The Micajah Fort Chapter of the United States Daughters of 1812 met
at Columbia Lakes for the annual Battle of New Orleans Luncheon. If
you are interested in becoming a member, and you can prove your
blood descent from a soldier, sailor, civil officer, member of any level
of government or member of the local or state militia from 1784 to 1815,
please call Tissie Schwebel, (979)345-3335. Pictured left to right: Dolyne
Stevens, Laura Otto, Judy Johnson, Tissie Schwebel, Claire Haynes,
Judy Bernard and Terrisa Bernard.

BACH Roll ‘N Stroll and Carnival
has become a Brazoria County
tradition.
For years, generations of
children with special needs have
enjoyed a morning of fun, games
and excitement all centered around
their delight.
This special event celebrates
each special child with friendly
races, carnival games; prizes,
music, photos, clowns and more,
and is FREE for every child and
their family.
This year’s Roll ‘N Stroll & Carnival will be held on Saturday, Feb. 17
from 9-11 a.m. at the Lake Jackson
Civic Center. Admission is free.
BACH is a non-profit organization which provides therapeutic,
educational and social programs

for children with special needs.
BACH provides ongoing therapy for
disabled and/or delayed children
throughout Brazoria County.
The organization is focusing on

special kids from birth to 20 years
old who need a helping hand to
achieve developmental milestones
and set them up for success by
preparing them to be school ready.

This year’s BACH Roll ‘N Stroll & Carnival planning committee.
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News from the Brazoria County Library System
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Museum offers
program on turn-ofthe-century women
On Thursday, Feb. 22 at 6:30
p.m., the Brazoria County Historical Museum will host “Women
at the Turn of the Century.” This
program is part of the “If Objects
Could Talk” series that offers a
sneak peek into the museum’s
collection of artifacts.
Curator, Michael Bailey, delves
back into the Museum’s vault to
uncover the life of women at the
turn of the century. During the
industrial revolution, the role of
women changed due to the mass
production of material goods
and the opportunities it afforded
them. Learn the changing roles
of women in Brazoria County as
witnessed by the artifacts left
behind.
The Museum is located at
100 East Cedar in Angleton.
Admission is free and open to
the public. For more information
please call (979) 864-1208.

ACC staff members volunteer to
help with tax preparation Feb. 17

As taxpayers start receiving
their W-2s, volunteers throughout
Brazoria County will help taxpayers
file their returns for free.
The United Way of Brazoria
County will again this year provide
assistance to ensure tax forms are
filed properly. Alvin Community College volunteers will be at the Alvin
Family Communty Center on Feb.
17 for citizens who make less than
$54,000 a year.
Several ACC employees will be
among the volunteers including Vice
President of Financial Services Karl
Stager, Director of Fiscal Affairs
Deborah Kraft, Assistant Director
of Fiscal Affairs Laurel Joseph and
Fiscal Affairs cashier Genesis Barrios. Staff members have participated in the program over the past
several years.
There are many benefits to
getting help through the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance Program.
The service is free, and an IRS

representative will be on hand to
answer questions.
One volunteer will help with
intake, one will help prepare the
return, and another will review it
before it is filed with the IRS.
All of those with the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance Program
also have many years of experience assisting taxpayers with their
returns. Before they volunteered for
the program, the ACC staff members had to undergo training with
the IRS.
Those interested in having their
returns filled out with the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance Program
should bring a valid photo ID, Social
Security cards for all household
members, all W-2s, 1099s, proof of
health insurance and dates of birth.
For more information about
additional dates, call the United
Way of Brazoria County, (979)8499402 or 800-971-6677, or visit
www.uwbc.org.

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT INCOME TAX?
The Tax Policy Center (TPC) estimates that in 2015, out of 171.3 million
tax units, the percentage of households that do not pay federal income tax
is 45.3%, or 77.5 million. This reflects the number of Americans who do not
file tax returns since they have no taxable federal income, and the remaining 54.7% of U.S. citizens receive adequate tax deductions or tax credits to
remove their tax liability. Read more: Federal Income Tax Facts You Didn’t
Know - Investopedia https://www.investopedia.com.
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Checks, please
Fired Arkansas coach Bret
Bielema will receive 37 monthly
installments of $322,567.57 through
Dec. 31, 2020 as called for in his
buyout, the Hogs’ support foundation announced.
Final score: Greenbacks
$11,935,000, Razorbacks 0.
Crying in your beer
Dogfish Head’s new beer – called
In Your Mace! – is brewed with chili
oils, the active ingredient in pepper
spray.
Finally, a beer so good it brings a
tear to your eye.
Peeling off some green
Adam Stalmach, 24, stripped
and flailed around on the 17th
green before a practice round at the
Waste Management Phoenix Open

recently.
He faces charges of indecent
exposure, disorderly conduct and
improper waist management.
Points, counterpoints
Fontbonne of St. Louis beat
Greenville (Ill.) 164-154 in overtime
recently, breaking the NCAA Division III record for combined points.
In other words, they scheduled
a D-III men’s basketball game, and
the NBA All-Star Game broke out.
That didn’t work out
Spotted on the reader board at
Crossroads Community Church in
Carver, Mass.: “The Bible mentions
Eagles 33 times and the GOAT 42.
Patriots win by 9.”
Truth in advertising
LeBron James would consider
playing for Golden State next
season if the NBA powerhouse can
offer him a max contract, ESPN
reported.
In related story, they also plan to

scrap the “Warriors” moniker and
replace it with “Western Conference
All-Stars.”
The hills are alive
Switzerland’s Lucerne University of Applied Sciences and Arts
will offer bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in yodeling, starting in the
2018-19 academic year.
So what’s next, a Lit minor in “Old
Yeller”?
Dunking for dollars
Players on the winning NBA
All-Star team this year will pocket
$100,000 – double what it was a
year ago.
Though they were pushing for
$1,000 for every point their team
scored.
There was another difference
Patriots coach Bill Belichick, to
reporters, when asked the difference between this Super Bowl and
his previous seven: “This one is in
Minnesota.”

Women named Alexa have a problem
(Continued from Page 1)

Chicago was on time. It neglected,
however, to add, “It will take
approximately 90 minutes to retrieve
her luggage from Midway Airport.
You will spend that time waiting in a
White Castle parking lot in subzero
temperatures.”
Alexa, I’ve come to realize,
also has excellent hearing. While
discussing the device’s quirks with
a relative in my kitchen, two rooms
removed from my office where Alexa
resides, I heard her saying, “I don’t
know that.” Alexa only had to hear
its name to enter the conversation,
much like some of my relatives.
Which is why I pity all parents
with children named “Alexa,” and
strongly urge expectant mothers
to remove that name from consideration when their infants enter
the world. Thanks to Amazon,
“Alexa” is in danger of falling behind
“Saddam,” and “Osama” in terms of
popularity among baby names.
As an experiment, I stood within
audible range of the Echo Dot, and
barked out questions that could
easily be uttered by parents with
daughters, specifically teen daughters, named Alexa. For example,
“Alexa, what time will you be home
tonight?”
“Sunset is at 4:31 p.m.”
I was tempted to ask, “Alexa,
don’t you think sunset is a little
extreme for curfew?” Instead, I
forged on.
“Alexa, have you been drinking?”
“No, not me.”
“Alexa, are you thinking of getting
a tattoo?”
“Sorry, I don’t know that one.”
Big sigh of relief.
“Alexa, do you have a boyfriend?”
“I’m totally cool with being single.
Besides it’s sort of hard finding
someone who’s kind, funny, and
artificially intelligent and doesn’t
mind the cloud commute.”
Yes, Alexa actually said that.
Alexa Tuskey, 26, a Chicagobased web designer and developer,
knows the perils of owning the allknowing device bearing her given
name, particularly when participating in conference calls.
“Sometimes I work from home,”
she said. “I tend to put the call on
speaker. Anytime anyone says my
name, it sets it off. If it’s a client call,
it will say, ‘I don’t know what you
mean’ at top volume.”

The Echo Dot befuddles Tuskey’s
clients.
“They’ll say, ‘Is anybody else
there?’” she said.
Virginia nurse Alexa Stanton, 38,
finds herself getting angry at Echo
Dot’s interruptions, often yelling at
the device.
“You have to tell yourself to shut
the hell up,” she said.
As millions of new Echo Dot users
will eventually discover, it is possible
to change the wake word to another
name if Alexa causes chaos. Just
Google the query or, better yet, ask
Alexa. Surprisingly, she will tell you.
Alexa Adams, 27, recalls what happened when she and her husband
attempted to switch the word to
“computer.”
“It worked well for a while, until
we got into watching old ‘Star Trek’
episodes, said Adams, a Maryland
office manager. “Now every time
Jean-Luc Picard requests something from the Computer on the
show, my Echo goes off stating
she can’t find information on the
Enterprise.”
With no other Alexas in my life,
I see no need to make a change.
Instead, I’m learning her quirks and
finding that she is very agreeable,
even when I ask her to turn down
the music.
Find me a teenaged Alexa who
will do that.
(Greg Schwem is a corporate
stand-up comedian and author
of two books: “Text Me If You’re
Breathing: Observations, Frustrations and Life Lessons From a LowTech Dad” and the recently released
“The Road To Success Goes
Through the Salad Bar: A Pile of BS
From a Corporate Comedian,” available at Amazon.com. Visit Greg on
the web at www.gregschwem.com.)
(c) 2018 GREG SCHWEM

Last year, Amazon had more than
5,000 employees working on Alexa
and related products.
Alexa is an intelligent personal
assistant developed by Amazon,
first used in the Amazon Echo and
the Amazon Echo Dot devices
developed by Amazon Lab126. It is
capable of voice interaction, music
playback, making to-do lists, setting
alarms, streaming podcasts, playing
audiobooks, and providing weather,
traffic, and other real-time information, such as news.

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 On the briny
2 Took care of
3 Silly Putty holders
4 2007 Acer acquisition
5 Often-named stretches
6 Service to be redone
7 Workout portmanteau
8 Sticking point
9 Skinny
10 Wrestling style
11 Dead man walking
13 Rowling teacher
15 Like steres
17 Drifted off
21 Indic language
24 French poet executed by Robespierre
25 Digging
26 Delicacy
27 Revelations
28 Female in the wild
29 Home run __
33 Bad end
34 Barclays Center hoopsters
36 Lily variety
40 Lie atop
41 About
42 Runner in a race
43 Pencil maze instruction
47 Pro and Mini
48 “Sour grapes” coiner
49 1973 resignee
53 Israel’s Iron Lady
54 Fix
55 Owner of StubHub
56 Ophthalmologist’s concern
58 One of the small fry
60 Test for one on the DL, perhaps

(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

BOGGLE ANSWERS

20 “Now wait just a sec ... “
22 Some bling
23 Where many kids squirm
24 Passage
26 One who really gets in your
head?
30 Where a “cluck and grunt” might
be ordered
31 Response to an order
32 With the circled letter over,
humanitarian goal
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ABLE ABUT ABOUT ABOVE ABATE ABSENT ABROAD
ABSORB ABRUPT ABSOLVE ABSOLUTE

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

ACROSS
1 Mimic
4 Dreidel stakes
8 “The Avengers” co-star
12 Droops
14 Two-dimensional figure
15 2013 Literature Nobelist
16 With the circled letter over, selfruled entity
18 “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” co-star
19 Website revenue source

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
35 Corp. bigwigs
37 “Double Fantasy” artist
38 “I got it”
39 With the circled letter over,
undercover missions
44 Favorable, as a contract
45 Some aides
46 Actors change them often
48 Old Ford minivan
50 Product of Ptolemy
51 Stop
52 Dude (up)
53 Illusions
57 Take care of
59 With the circled letter over, concern of the Fed
61 “Citizen Kane” poster name
62 Mercyhurst University city
63 Draw guffaws from
64 “Hey, you!”
65 Nik Wallenda need
66 Color
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CHARMY’S ARMY

MR. MORRIS

By Davey Jones

By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

DID YOU KNOW?

• A hippopotamus is capable of
swallowing a man whole.
• Jackie Stallone, Sylvester
Stallone’s mother, is a psychic who
specializes in rumpology, or the reading of butts.
• Fifty-four percent of Canadians
like to kiss on the first date, while only
29 percent of people in Germany will
kiss on the first date.
• At the height of their success,

the Medellin Cartel spent $2,500 per
month on rubber bands for their bricks
of cash.
• In life-threatening situations,
about 75 percent of people are so
rattled that they are unable to plot
their escape or think clearly.
• About 68 percent of people experience “phantom vibration syndrome”
where you mistakenly think your
phone is buzzing in your pocket.

THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): All things in moderation.
You may want to indulge in hobbies or guilty pleasures,
but more important matters may suffer for it. Set your
priorities, and you may eventually have time to do your
own thing.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t throw out the baby
with the bathwater. It may be entirely possible that you
can achieve goals without making sacrifices or cutbacks.
You and a loved one may have differing ideas of how
things should proceed.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): The odds are
against taking a gamble. The potential rewards may
make a risk seem worth taking, but you stand to lose far
more than you’ll gain. Your best bet is to remain frugal
and thrifty. Put a rein on spending.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Look before you
leap. Taking quick and decisive action without knowing
all the facts may lead to unexpected consequences.
You may feel like you should be the leader rather than a
follower.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don’t get in over your
head. Responsibilities and obligations could become
overwhelming if you don’t budget time wisely. Don’t allow
frivolous distractions to derail you from getting important
tasks done.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Concentrate on quality
rather than quantity. It is to your advantage to do one
task well rather than trying to juggle several things at
once. Push doubts and worries from your mind when
dealing with matters of the heart.

History of the World
Feb. 12: ON THIS DATE in
1870, women in the Utah Territory
gained the right to vote. In 1892,
President Lincoln’s birthday was
declared a national holiday.
Feb. 13: ON THIS DATE in
1542, the fifth wife of England’s
King Henry VIII, Catherine Howard,
was executed for adultery. In 1935,

DID YOU KNOW?

• You can buy mashed potatoes
from vending machines in Singapore for about 80 U.S. cents.
• Boys are statistically more likely
to have bad habits than girls.
• The idea of contact lenses was
first introduced by Leonardo da
Vinci in 1508.
• According to some psychologists, human beings are not
capable of being “just friends” with
members of the opposite sex.
• Calvin Coolidge enjoyed calling
for his bodyguards and hiding while
they frantically looked for him.

a jury in Flemington, N.J., found
Bruno Richard Hauptmann guilty of
first-degree murder in the kidnapping and death of the infant son
of Charles and Anne Lindbergh.
Hauptmann was later executed.
Feb. 14: ON THIS DATE in
1929, the St. Valentine’s Day
Massacre took place in a Chicago garage as seven rivals of Al
Capone’s gang were gunned down.
In 1989, Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini
called on Muslims to kill Salman
Rushdie, author of “The Satanic
Verses,” which was considered
defamatory of the prophet Mohammed.
Feb. 15: ON THIS DATE in
1923, the burial chamber of King
Tutankhamen’s recently unearthed
tomb was unsealed in Egypt. In
1959, Fidel Castro became premier
of Cuba, six weeks after his successful coup.
Feb. 16: ON THIS DATE in
1804, Lt. Stephen Decatur led a
successful raid into Tripoli Harbor

By Mark Andrews

Tribune Content Agency

to burn the U.S. Navy frigate,
Philadelphia, which had fallen
into the hands of pirates. In 1948,
NBC began airing its first nightly
newscast, “The Camel Newsreel
Theatre,” which consisted of Fox
Movietone newsreels.
Feb. 17: ON THIS DATE in
1933, Newsweek magazine was
first published. In 1972, President
Nixon departed on his historic trip
to China.
Feb. 18: ON THIS DATE in
1861, Jefferson Davis was sworn
in as president of the Confederate
States of America in Montgomery,
Ala. In 1885, Mark Twain’s “Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” was
published in the United States.
Answer to last week’s
question: This week in 1951,
Sugar Ray Robinson defeated Jake
LaMotta to win the world middleweight boxing crown.
This week’s question: In
1962, who became the first American astronaut to orbit the Earth?

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ACUTE ICING SURVEY PURSUE
Answer: To learn about the cosmos, Carl Sagan attended a -- “UNIVERSE-ITY”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The bigger the reward,
the harder you’ll have to work for it. Maintain reasonable ambitions as lofty goals could create unneeded
burdens. Your keen attention to detail will be the difference between success and failure.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Nip it in the bud. Mistakes and misunderstandings can easily be avoided
by taking your time and explaining yourself clearly and
concisely. Family matters may take precedent over
business at some point.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Two heads are better
than one. Picking someone’s brain for a fresh perspective may offer insights that solve a difficult problem. If
certain methods have failed you in the past, it is wise
to stop using them.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don’t jump to conclusions. Be careful not to react too strongly to rumors or
gossip as the truth may be a different story. There’s no
harm in broadening your horizons with new knowledge, even if you never use it.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t let the past come back
to haunt you. Learn from previous mistakes by not
doing the same thing that you did wrong all over again.
Approach existing projects with a desire for perfection,
but don’t start anything new.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Pay attention to which
way the wind is blowing. It may be best to remain noncommittal toward an issue. What wins the crowd over
today may be unpopular tomorrow. Don’t be suspicious
of someone without concrete proof.
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Home remedies: Best ways to cope with cold sores
Mayo Clinic News Network

Cold sores – also called fever
blisters – are a common viral
infection. They are tiny, fluid-filled
blisters on and around your lips.
These blisters are often grouped
together in patches. After the
blisters break, a crust forms over
the resulting sore. Cold sores
usually heal in two to four weeks
without leaving a scar.
Cold sores spread from person
to person by close contact, such
as kissing. They’re caused by
a herpes simplex virus (HSV-1)
closely related to the one that
causes genital herpes (HSV-2).
Both of these viruses can
affect your mouth or genitals and
can be spread by oral sex. Cold

sores are contagious even if you
don’t see the sores.
Cold sores are most contagious
when oozing blisters are present.
But you can transmit the virus to
others even if you don’t have blisters. Shared eating utensils, razors
and towels, as well as kissing, may
spread HSV-1.
Once you’ve had an episode
of herpes infection, the virus lies
dormant in nerve cells in your skin
and may emerge as another cold
sore at the same place as before.
Recurrence may be triggered by:
• Viral infection or fever
• Hormonal changes, such as
those related to menstruation
• Stress
• Fatigue

What are the three stages of sleep?
Mayo Clinic News Network

Sleep is important for good
health. Experts say eight hours
of shut-eye is a good idea for
most adults. And whether you’re
a sound sleeper or someone who
has trouble sleeping, your body
goes through sleep stages.
“We basically divide sleep into
wake, non-REM – three types
– and REM sleep,” says Dr. Lois
Krahn, a Mayo Clinic sleep medi-

cine specialist.
Dr. Krahn says the three types
of non-REM, which stands for
rapid eye movement, include level
one, which is light sleep; level two,
intermediate sleep; and level three,
deep sleep.
“When we’re in deep sleep, our
heart rate and our breathing really
slows down,” says Dr. Krahn. “And
that just allows the body a chance to
recover from the busy day.”

• Exposure to sunlight and wind
• Changes in the immune
system
There’s no cure for HSV infection, and the blisters may return.
Antiviral medications can help cold
sores heal more quickly and may
reduce how often they return. To
ease the discomfort of a cold sore,
try these tips:
• Apply a cold sore ointment.
Docosanol (Abreva) is an overthe-counter cream for cold sores.
It must be applied frequently and
may shorten an outbreak by a few
hours or a day.
• Try other cold sore remedies.
Some over-the-counter preparations contain a drying agent,
such as alcohol, that may speed
The final stage is REM sleep,
which is typically when you dream.
“Things speed up except a
person cannot move,” says Dr.
Krahn. “They’re paralyzed, and
that’s actually felt probably to be a
rinsing function – to clear the brain
of toxins and byproducts that have
collected during the waking day.”
Dr. Krahn says not everyone goes
through all of the stages. Some may
skip one or two. But, in general,
people alternate among several different levels of non-REM and REM
sleep every night.
“The longer you spend in deeper
sleep, the more refreshed you’ll feel
in the morning,” she says.

HEALTH AND HOME
healing.
• Use lip balms and cream.
Protect your lips from the sun with
a zinc oxide cream or lip balm with
sunblock. If your lips become dry,
apply a moisturizing cream.
• Apply a cool compress. A cool,

damp cloth may reduce redness, help remove crusting and
promote healing.
• Apply pain-relieving creams.
Over-the-counter creams with
lidocaine or benzocaine may
offer some pain relief.

Understanding heart disease in women

Mayo Clinic News Network

Heart disease is the number one killer of women. While both men
and women are affected by heart disease, the warning signs and
symptoms can be quite different. The American Heart Association has
designated Feb. 2, 2018 as National Wear Red Day to bring attention
to this deadly disease and increase women’s awareness about their
risk for heart disease and stroke. Dr. Amy Pollak, a cardiologist at
Mayo Clinic on the Florida campus, says 1 in 3 women die each year
of heart disease and stroke, and 80 percent of cardiac events can be
prevented. She says living a heart-healthy lifestyle and making simple
changes can be the cure.
HEART ATTACK SYMPTOMS FOR WOMEN
The most common heart attack symptom in women is some type of
pain, pressure or discomfort in the chest. But it’s not always severe or
even the most prominent symptom, particularly in women. And, sometimes, women may have a heart attack without chest pains. Women
are more likely than men to have heart attack symptoms unrelated to
chest pain, such as: Neck, jaw, shoulder, upper back, or abdominal
discomfort
• Shortness of breath
• Right arm pain
• Nausea or vomiting
• Sweating
• Lightheadedness or dizziness
• Unusual fatigue
If you have questions, see your health care provider for more
information.

