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Makings of 
a good story From K-tel records to 

cleansers, I’ve bought a 
bunch, but avoided the 

comic book ads
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

I sometimes kid myself into think-
ing, when somebody tells me they 
enjoyed one of my books, that their 
enjoyment was owing to my excel-
lent description, suspenseful pacing, 
believable dialogue, and clever 
wording.  When, in reality, it was the 
story they liked.  And, almost always, 
the story that a writer tells is his or 

her take on a 
story that has 
been told count-
less times before.

That’s not 
to say that all 
those other 
devices and 
manipulations 
aren’t important 
– essential, in 

fact – to the writing and to its ulti-
mate effect on the reader. But those 
things that a good writer employs 
are like the attractive parts of a car. 
And the story is the engine.  It’s nice 
to have lots of doodads and shiny 
chrome and glossy paint on a car.  
But, first and foremost, you’d better 
have an engine. The same goes, 
when it comes to writing, for a good, 
dependable story.  Because that’s 
what keeps your reader or listener 
onboard.

You want proof?
Let’s go to the first section of the 

Bible. Not for any spiritual nurturing, 
though it is there in abundance. This 
time, let’s consider the Old Testa-
ment solely as literature.

Anyone intending to read the Bible 

THE WORDSMITH

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I ordered these new-fangled 
adjustable reading glasses after 
seeing a commercial on TV. Yes, As 
Seen on TV.

I have been a sucker for As Seen 
on TV for a long 
time. Before that, 
I was tempted by 
comic books ads 
- unbelievable 
ads.

A while back, 
I ordered some 
natural clean-
ing concentrate 

that is supposed to last for years. 
It included the spray bottle and 
instructions on how much to use.

On As Seen on TV, this product 
looked fantastic. It restored burnt 
and scorched cooking pots and 
pans to their original shine. It was 
the miracle cleaner I had been 
looking for. Of course, I ordered it 
immediately, and waited.

And waited some more, probably 
about six weeks. They took my pay-
ment instantly, though. The ordering 
process was a little complicated, as 
they tried to upsell me all sorts of 
things, like a stainless steel scrub-
ber that would last for years.

I bit the bait on that one, but that’s 
it. I made it out of the website with 
only one add-on.

Then came the joyous occasion 
- much later. The mailman delivered 
the box to the front door. It had been 
so long that I had almost forgotten 
all about it.

As it turned out, the cleaner is 
so-so. Nothing special, definitely 

RAMBLINGS

Harriet Tubman focus of free museum musical program
The Brazoria County Historical 

Museum is proud to present an out-
door performance with Hope Shiver 
as Harriet Tubman on Saturday, 
Feb. 25, at 2 p.m. 

Take a musical ride on the 
Underground Railroad to meet the 
heroic Harriet Tubman, and learn 
of her early experiences as a slave. 
Discover how Tubman led fellow 
freedom-seeking slaves to hiding 

places on their way to safety in the 
North.

Storyteller Hope Shiver inter-
weaves Tubman’s poignant story 
with spirituals and work songs, 
allowing audiences to discover the 
lyrics of such songs as “Swing Low, 
Sweet Chariot” and “Git on Board,” 
which often contained hidden 
messages for slaves preparing to 
escape to freedom. 

David Keepman provides musical 
accompaniment as audience mem-
bers chant, clap, cheer, and rejoice 
in experiencing the famous railroad.

Shiver, a former Miss Alabama 
and Miss Congeniality with the Miss 
International Beauty Pageant, is 
a native of Mobile, Alabama. She 
has performed internationally and 
her credits include commercials, 

Brazoria County Parks Depart-
ment, Christmas Bay Founda-
tion and Gulf Coast Search and 
Rescue will partner again this year 
for the annual Abandoned Crab 
Trap Cleanup on Feb. 18.

The event will start at  7 a.m. 
on February 18, at Seidler’s Boat 
Ramp, located at the turnoff at 
10530 Bluewater Hwy., Freeport, 

(across from Beach Access Road 6 
on Follett’s Island). 

Volunteers are welcome to 
participate and are encouraged to 
bring their own kayak or shallow 
draft boat. 

The morning will be spent remov-
ing old, abandoned crab traps that 
create environmental hazards to fish 
and aquatic wildlife.

In 2002, The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department began spon-
soring a 10-day crab trap closure 
during February. 

Since that time, more than 
30,000 abandoned traps have 
been removed from Texas coastal 
waters. For more information, 
contact the Brazoria County Parks 
Dept. at (979) 864-1541.

Spend a day clearing up traps and helping marine life
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

HONEST, OFFICER, WE WERE SPEAKING THEORETI-
CALLY: Two men discussed robbing a diner in Danville. Ky., as they 
sat in their car outside in the parking lot. Unfortunately, one of them had 
accidentally pocket-dialed police dispatch, so the cops called the chief of 
police who happened to be eating in that very same diner. He went out 
and located them. They said they did not actually intend to rob the place, 
but they were drunk so he arrested them for public intoxication.

HOW DID YOU KNOW IT WAS ME? A man was released from 
a Pennsylvania drug-and-alcohol rehab center then took a cab to a 
Philadelphia bank, which he robbed of more than $5.000. He was caught 
because he wrote his holdup note on the back of his rehab discharge 
papers, which provided officers with his name and address.

WHY, IS THAT A PROBLEM? During a dinner date in Toronto with 
a man she met on Tinder, the guy’s phone rang. She noticed the phone’s 
large screen featured a professionally shot photo of a woman and two 
young children. She asked, “Is that your wife.” And he said, “Yeah.” The 
date ended soon after.

DUDE, I AM SO BAKED: A moose was filmed crouching down and 
huffing the fumes from the exhaust pipe of a car in Russia, while a man 
brushes the snow off the vehicle. The man then drove off, and the moose 
got up and staggered away.

I’LL BE BUSY ALL EVENING: A woman was arrested at the 
Walmart in St. Augustine, Fla., for shoplifting a DVD of the male stripper 
movie, Magic Mike, and a dry salami.

STAY HERE KIDS, I’LL BE RIGHT BACK: A man tried to steal 
a 58-inch flat-screen television from the Walmart in Port St. Lucie, Fla., 
at the same time that a group of deputies from the county sheriff’s office 
were there Christmas shopping with local children for the shop-with-a-
cop event. The arrest was swift.

THESE ARE A FEW OF MY FAVORITE THINGS: A computer 
error gave a young Australian man access to an unlimited overdraft 
which he promptly used to spend $1.3 million on an absolutely fabulous 
bachelor lifestyle for about two years. He was caught and imprisoned 
after spending the cash on luxury vacations, sports cars, speedboats, 
strippers and cocaine.

DID I MENTION HOW IMPORTANT I AM? The chairman of a 
county liquor license board in Maryland crashed into two cars as he left 
the MGM National Harbor casino and resort. He mentioned his position 
as an official several times before failing a field sobriety test. He then 
asked officers, “Is there a way we can make this go away?” There was 
not.

COME ON, FIGHT ME! COME ON! … POW! A man, walking 
along a street in the Netherlands, was approached by another man who 
harassed him and tried to pick a fight. He tried to ignore him and kept 
walking, but the harassment continued, followed by shoving. Finally, the 
man stopped and knocked him cold with a single punch to the face.

OK, I CAN SEE NOW … SNIFF, DO YOU SMELL SMOKE? A 
woman, living in a mobile home in Earleville, Md., used a cigarette lighter 
to look under her couch and burned her residence to the ground.

On March 7, the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project 
(BCAAP) and the Brazoria County 
Sheriff’s Office will present “Mental 
Impairments and Alzheimer’s: Rec-
ognition and Response Training” for 
First Responders from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Brazoria County Sheriff’s 
Department, 3602 CR 45, Angleton. 

The event is free for first respond-
ers, but pre-registration is required.

“When I contacted Lt. Snelgrove, 
Director of Training, about hosting 
this training again, he was very 
excited. He is concerned about offi-
cers encountering citizens suffering 
from either mental impairments or 
Alzheimer’s, so that’s how we chose 
the topics,” Dale Libby, BCAAP 
Coordinator said.

“This is the perfect type of event 
that we are designed to support 
- government agencies, social ser-
vices, and non-profit organizations 
working together to create aware-
ness about Alzheimer’s disease,“ 
Libby continued. 

For more information or to 
register, please call Lt. Snelgrove at 
(979) 864-2015. For more informa-
tion about the Gathering Place and 
BCAAP, please call (979) 236-5393.

Alzheimer’s 
workshop planned 
for first responders



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com   (979) 849-5407    February 14, 2017   THE BULLETIN  Page 3

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

EPOCH HUMAN 
Q. Jurassic, Cretaceous, Pleisto-

cene… and now Holocene, which 
began some 12,000 years ago 
-- such epochs comprise a complex 
geologic time scale, character-
izing how Earth evolved. But some 
scientists are beginning to wonder if 
the impact of humans on our planet 
calls for the naming of a new epoch 
-— the Anthropocene (“anthropo” 
meaning “human”). Why seriously 
consider it?

A. Writing in “Scientific Ameri-
can” magazine, paleobiologist Jan 
Zalasiewicz describes a number of 
human geological signatures which 
will persist for eons.  Since World 
War II, we have extracted and puri-
fied enough aluminum to “coat the 
entire U.S. in kitchen foil,” with pure 
aluminum “becoming part of modern 
sediment layers.”  

Today the annual production of 
plastics is “roughly equivalent to the 
total human body mass,” and we’ve 
manufactured “about a kilogram 
(2.2 pounds) of concrete for every 
square meter (about a square yard) 
of the earth’s surface.”  Human-cre-
ated smoke particles falling to the 
ground worldwide form “a geo-
logically lasting smoke signal.” And 
astonishingly, “humans shift more 

sediment than natural forces such 
as rivers and wind do.”

At about a third of the mass of all 
land vertebrates, homo sapiens is 
now the dominant predator on land 
and sea.  As such, “we are killing 
so many species that in another 
century or two the planet’s biodi-
versity could take as catastrophic a 
hit as the one that happened when 
the dinosaurs disappeared.”  Think 
about it!
FREE, BUT COME AND GET IT 

Q. Imagine you run a char-
ity distributing life-saving water 
purification chemicals to households 
in a remote village in Africa, but 
your stockpile is limited. If you offer 
the chemicals at no charge, nearly 
every household accepts them 
but only about a third actually use 
them.  Wastage would decline if 
you charge a nominal fee, but even 
a small fee would discourage the 
poorest families most in need of 
water purification. What to do?

A. Introduce a small hassle by 
offering free vouchers instead of 
free chemicals, suggest economics 
professor Pascaline Dupas and her 
colleagues. The vouchers could 
then be redeemed for the chemicals 
at a local retail shop, writes Benja-
min Olken in “Science” magazine.  

It turns out that only those who 
really wanted to treat their water 

redeemed the vouchers —- reduc-
ing wastage by almost 90% -- yet 
the overall usage rate remained 
about the same at a third of families. 
Observes Olken: “Whereas money 
is particularly scarce for the poor, 
time is not, and so time costs can 
be used to screen.”

VINOPHILES 
Q. Is there a “vinophile” in your 

life?  Is it you?
A. Yes, if you’re a “lover of wine.” 

As you know, wine is ancient, going 
back thousands of years in places 
like Iran (7,000 years) and Armenia 
(4,000 B.C.), says Gemma Tarlach 
in “Discover” magazine. “Smash 
some grapes and let the juice mix 
with yeast naturally present on the 
skins for a few days. Voila!  Pal-
eowine.” Today, though other fruits 
are used in winemaking, grapes 
are generally preferred because 
they contain “the right proportions 
of water, tannins, sugar and acids 
for yeast to multiply and for sugar to 
break down into alcohol and carbon 
dioxide.”

Vinophiles have long touted 
wine for its singular health benefits, 
but scientific evidence does not 
generally support this claim: “An 
analysis of more than 38,000 health 
professionals found that red wine 
was no better than beer or spirits at 
reducing heart attack risk in moder-
ate consumption.”

As to the future of wine and the 
effect of climate change on prime 
wine-growing regions, the picture is 
unclear. 

But Tarlach concludes: “We’ve 
been making wine for thousands of 
years, adjusting to different terrains 
and climates. Our descendants will 
almost certainly be enjoying ‘vino’ 
for millennia to come.”      
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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To read us online, go to www.mybulletinonline.com
Look for us on 
Facebook

films, solo performances with the Houston Symphony Orchestra, Galveston 
Symphony, Theatre Under The Stars, and the Houston Grand Opera, to 
name a few.

This free outdoor performance will be held on the Museum’s south lawn, 
100 East Cedar, Angleton. Guests are encouraged to bring a picnic lunch 
and lawn chairs for an afternoon of family fun. 

In the event of rain, the performance will be moved into the Museum’s 
Courtroom; however, there will be limited seating. For more information, call 
(979) 864-1208, or follow the Museum on Facebook.

(Continued from Page 1)

Harriet Tubman featured in county museum program

Brazoria County Library System  
to hold annual book sale Feb.16-18

The Brazoria County Library 
System will hold its annual book 
sale Thursday evening, Feb. 16 and 
all day Friday, Feb. 17, and Satur-
day, Feb. 18 at the Angleton Library, 
a branch of the Brazoria County 
Library System, Angleton, Texas.

Starting Thursday, Feb. 16 from 5 
- 8 p.m., the public can find and buy 
books covering various topics for 
bargain prices. Most books sell for 
$1 or less.

The sale Friday, Feb. 17, and 
Saturday, Feb. 18, starts at 9 a.m. 
and will continue until 6 p.m. both 
days. The sale includes outdated 
items removed from library shelves 
over the past five months.  Donated 
books from the public are also avail-
able. These materials are gathered 
and sold to the public to dispose of 
the property. There will be fiction, 
nonfiction, videos and DVD’s, audio-
books and children’s books.

Due to the limited space at the 
Angleton Library, only a certain 
number of books can be displayed 
for sale at one time. As the books 
are sold, the inventory constantly 
gets updated. For this reason, many 
people make multiple visits to the 
sale.

Money raised during the book 
sale is used by the County Library 
Foundation Board to benefit the 

branches. The majority of the 
money goes to support the summer 
reading programs at each branch 
library.

The Angleton Library is located at 
401 E. Cedar Street.

Volunteers 16 years of age or 
older are also needed to help with 
the book sale set-up that takes 
place Thursday, from 8:30 a.m. until 
noon.

For more information, call and 
ask for Lisa Gay. She can be 
reached at these numbers; in the 
west or central areas of the county, 
call (979) 864-1505.  

In the Brazosport area, dial (979) 
388-1505, and in the northern part 
of the county, call (281) 756-1505. 
To volunteer, call Mary Meyers at 
(979) 297-5898.

Did you know?
• According to the American 

Library Association, 58% of adults 
in the United States have a library 
card.

• The Library of Congress is the 
world’s largest library. It contains 
over 160 million items.

• In ancient Egypt, ships visiting 
the city were obliged to surrender 
their books to the library. The origi-
nal would be kept in the library and 
the copy given back to the owner.
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Texas Workforce Commission 
Chairman Andres Alcantar delivered 
two grant checks to Alvin Commu-
nity College totaling $700,000 for 
workforce training during a cer-
emony recently.

“We want our students to have 
access to good, quality programs,” 
Alcantar said. “Our commitment is 
to continue to work with (ACC) and 
support those efforts.”

A $501,882 grant from the Skills 
Development Fund will train 283 
employees for Ascend Performance 
Materials. The training includes 
instruction on manufacturing, pro-
duction, engineering and electrical 

reliability. The funds are currently in 
use and will be available until Janu-
ary 2018.

A $199,241 grant from the Jobs 
and Education for Texans program 
will fund equipment for enhanced 
instruction. The funds will help 
the ACC program meet standards 
requirements from the National 
Center for Construction Education 
and Research. The grant will run 
until August 2017 and support train-
ing for 127 students.

The Skills Development Fund is 
a state-funded, job-training program 
that provides training opportunities 
for Texas businesses while helping 

workers increase their skill levels 
and improve worker productiv-
ity.  The program works through 
collaboration among businesses, 
public community and technical 
colleges, Workforce Development 
Boards and economic development 
partners.

ACC President Dr. Christal M. 
Albrecht said the grant process is 
highly competitive and obtaining the 
funds will benefit current workers, 
future workers and local industry.

“The Texas Workforce Commis-
sion encourages strategies that 
increase the chances for student 
and worker success,” she said.

ACC has received $12 million in 
TWC grants over the past 10 years, 
which has provided training for 
5,000 workers.

For more information, visit 
www.twc.state.tx.us/partners/skills-
development-fund.

Alvin college receives $700K in workforce training grants
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Jesus was God in human form
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I believe in God, but I’m confused about Jesus. Why is He so impor-
tant? I know He was a great man, but why is He different from any other 
great person who ever lived? - N.G.L.

A: Jesus Christ was different from every other person who ever lived (no 
matter how famous or obscure they were) for one reason: He was God in 
human flesh.

It’s important to understand exactly what this means. Jesus wasn’t just 
a godly person with great spiritual insights, nor was He only a great moral 
and spiritual teacher. He was more than these, because He was both fully 
human and fully divine (which is why He was called the Son of God). Think 
of it: God became a man, and that Man was Jesus Christ. As the Bible 
says, “God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him” (Colossians 
1:19).

Why did Jesus Christ come into the world? In a few days, Christians all 
over the world will pause to remember Jesus’ death on the cross, and will 
also celebrate His resurrection from the dead. And those two events - His 
death and His resurrection - point to the reason He came into the world. 
By His death, He became the final sacrifice for our sins, and by His resur-
rection, He conquered death and hell for us. 

May this Easter season be the beginning of a new life for you - a life 
centered in Jesus Christ. God loves you; He loves you so much that He 
sent Christ into the world to give His life for your salvation. By faith, commit 
your life to Him today. The Bible says, “Salvation is found in no one else, 
for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

through – from Genesis to Revela-
tion – is likely to start out swim-
mingly. They will probably churn 
right through Genesis and Exodus.  
But many a well-intentioned reader 
has skidded to an abrupt stop a 
couple of pages into Leviticus.

Here’s why. Genesis and Exodus 
are full of stories, and mighty fine 

ones, what with that Adam/Eve/
Snake triangle, Noah and his float-
ing zoo, Abraham folding up his tent 
and taking off to parts unknown, 
and Moses pulling down all those 
plagues. That’s good stuff. Then, 
in Leviticus, there are suddenly no 
stories at all. There’s a long, dry 
catalogue of rules.

I may need the rules. But I’ll more 

willingly swallow the stories.
Who among us doesn’t have 

good memories of great storytell-
ers in our lives?  Maybe it was a 
grandparent or an uncle who could 
spin a yarn as smoothly as sweet 
cream oozing out of a porcelain 
cup.  Maybe it was a teacher who 
made history come completely alive 
by turning dusty, old facts into a tale 
full of living, breathing people.

The Library of Congress and 
National Public Radio have always 
realized the power of stories, and 
a few years ago they teamed up to 
harvest a bunch of them. 

They call this adventure Sto-
rycorps, and it involves putting a 
recording studio housed in a trailer 
at various places around the coun-
try.  It’s a simple enough process.  
Two people – maybe a mother and 
daughter, a father and son, old 
friends – go in, sit down, and one 
asks a couple of questions to get 
the other one started.  

Then a story emerges.  Finally, 
those stories end up in the audio 
archives of the Library of Congress, 
where they become individual 
threads of the rich, enormous 
tapestry that is our history.  And our 
soul.

NPR used to play one every 
Friday morning, and I would listen 
to it on my way to work.  One week 
a Mrs. Theresa Burroughs told 
her daughter how, in a city in the 
deep south in the early 1960s, she 
learned how to play dominoes by 
having to stand waiting while the 
white men at the voter registration 
table finished their games before 
asking her ridiculous questions that 
she couldn’t possibly  answer.  

Questions that were designed to 
keep her from registering to vote. 
Like how many black jelly beans 
were in a large jar on the table. She 
kept going back, day after day, and 
the men finally made the mistake 
of asking her to recite the preamble 
to the Constitution, which she did 
perfectly. And so she voted, that 
day, for the first time.

That story, told by a  woman who 
I would be proud to know, speaks 
volumes about the ignorance of 
prejudiced people, the inherent evil 
of discrimination, and the dogged 
spirit of persistence that can over-
come them.

Stories are potent, powerful 

things. They are the ties that bind 
us tightly to our past and, hope-
fully, they are the warnings that 
occasionally tap us on our collective 
shoulder and keep us from repeat-
ing our foolishness.

So, you heard any good stories 
lately?

I certainly hope so.
Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 

accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

The makings of a good story: Depending on how it is told, the message is absorbed or gets lost
(Continued from Page 1)
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nothing like As Seen on TV. The 
scrubber is great, though.

So, these glasses are supposed 
to be perfect for reading. The adjust-

able lenses conform to all distances, 
whether I have my nose stuck to the 
screen or lean back comfortably in 
my office chair.

They arrived the other day, and I 

tore right into the package.
These things actually work. I can 

dial up any reading strength I want 
on each eye. No need to change 
glasses because I am leaning back 
from the screen. Amazing. It is like 
As Seen on TV.

Except they didn’t say anything 
about the plastic frame. I’m used to 
the regular metal eyeglass frame.  
Maybe they did say something 
about it, but I missed it. You know 
how fast those commercials roll by.

Now I can use my natural As 
Seen on TV cleanser on it, minus 
the stainless steel scrubber.

I’ve been at this for a long time. 
In 1969 I saw a K-tel commercial for 
zillions of singles of all the greatest 
pop hits. I thought that I’d be getting 
all these singles in the mail. On the 
commercial, all they showed were 
the small, 45-rpm speed records.

They sent me one album. It was 
a little disappointing, but that’s how 
my Seen on TV experience started, 
with that album. It had all the songs 
on it, alright, all crunched together in 
those slim little grooves. 

I still have that record, and it is 
still playable. It lasted longer than 
the record players I’ve had over the 
decades.

But before there was K-tel, there 
were comic books.

To my credit, I never ordered 
a Polaris nuclear sub for $6.98, 
although it was tempting. It’s 
big enough for two kids and has 
controls that work and rockets that 
fire, explained the colorful ad. I also 
never got suckered into the “Sea-
Monkeys or X-Ray Spex.”

That frontier cabin for $1, or 5 for 
$4 was tempting also, especially 
because it was a “$3.95 value.” 
Each one costs an additional 25 
cents to mail. Those were the days.

The best As Seen on TV ads 
were the Columbia Record Club 
offers. I’d bet a bunch of my readers 
sent their dollar in to get 13 records 
or tapes. What a deal. Then they 
lowered the price. Ten selections for 
just 1 cent. 

I didn’t know how they made 
money on that until I started getting 
records I never ordered as my 
“monthly selection.”

These reading glasses are great. 
I’ll need another one in case ithe 
first is misplaced. Let’s see, where 
is that order slip? I’ve got to reset 
these dials on the side to find it.

I’m a sucker for ‘As Seen on TV,’ but not comic book ads   
(Continued from Page 1)

Don’t worry, the little creatures were not being stuffed into mailboxes. 
There were none, because the company that placed the ad in comic 
books just made it up. The Federal Trade Commission got involved in 
1960 and issued a cease and desist letter that put an end to the scam. 
Kids who answered the ad just lost their money.



Page 8  THE BULLETIN  February 14, 2017  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   February 14, 2017  THE BULLETIN  Page 9

While many artists strive for years to have their art displayed in a museum, 
11  Alvin Community College Dual Credit students in Alvin ISD have recently 
accomplished this goal, and can add it to their resume.

The Teen Council of the Contemporary Art Museum of Houston selected 
the work of these students to be displayed in their Origins of the Self exhibit, 
set to open May 7. On Jan. 27, the students along with Dual Credit Instruc-
tor, Daniella Koontz, attended the opening reception.

“The Alvin High School Visual Art Department loves the Teen Council 
Exhibition because it is the only venue that really promotes the individual 
voices of our students,” said Daniella Koontz, ACC and AHS Dual Credit 
Art instructor. “The jurors for the show tend to favor artwork that looks really 
contemporary; the sort of high level art you might see in a gallery or in a top 
university art program.”

The students with work in the exhibit are: Alyssa Collier, Jade Collins, 
Natasha Flores, Ethan Forque, Briana Hernandez, Katie Larvin, Ethan LeB-
lanc, Emma Perez and Cara Smith.

“We are unbelievably proud that our students are making work that is 
thoughtful and inventive enough to make it into such a prestigious interna-
tionally respected museum,” Koontz said. 

The Alvin ISD students accounted for 25 of the 84 pieces of art in the 
exhibit, said Lisa Savage, Alvin ISD assistant director of Fine Arts.

“To be chosen for this exhibit is an early indicator of those who have the 
innovation, creativity and mastery of their medium that aligns them with 
prestigious creative arts colleges and creative careers,” she said.

The exhibit is free and open to the public at CAMH’s Zilkha Gallery.
For more information go to http://camh.org/exhibitions/teen-council-2017.

ACC art students featured in CAMH exhibit

At a recent meeting of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Krista Hoss Schiller, member of DAR and former resident of Brazoria 
County, gave a talk on the organization she founded.  K9s4COPs.org  is a 
nonprofit foundation whose mission is to build a safer future by placing K9 
officers in communities and schools. Pictured left to right:  Stacy Suazo, 
Director of the Brazoria County SPCA, Krista Hoss Schiller, Founder of 
K9s4COPS.org and Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh, Vice Regent of Asa Under-
wood Daughters of the American Revolution.

Local DAR group learns of K9s4COPs Are you carrying your cellphone too close to your body?
By Nara Schoenberg
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

How close should you really get 
to your cellphone?

The answer depends, in part, on 
whom you ask. Government experts 
say cellphones, which emit radio 
frequency radiation, have not con-
clusively been linked to any health 
problem. 

But some critics point to studies 
they say raise concerns, includ-
ing a preliminary report by the 
National Toxicology Program that 
rats exposed to cellphone radiation 
experienced a small but significant 
increase in heart and brain tumors. 
Critics also point to studies indicat-
ing that cellphone exposure may 
negatively affect sperm quality.

Here’s what we found:
Cellphones are tested for radia-

tion emission — and approved by 
the government as safe for use 
— at a small but significant distance 
from your body. You should be able 
to find that distance in the fine print 
of your manual or other instruc-
tions that come with your phone, 
and it differs from phone to phone. 
You’re supposed to keep an iPhone 
7 at least 5 mm (about 0.2 inches) 
away from your body, a Samsung 
Galaxy S6 at least 1.5 cm (about 
0.6 inches) and a Google Pixel 1 cm 
(about 0.4 inches) away.

Don’t keep your cellphone in your 
pocket or undergarments when it’s 
powered on.

You’ll see small differences in the 

positions stated on the websites of 
various government agencies, with 
the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) telling us, reassuringly that 
“the weight of scientific evidence 
has not linked cellphones with any 
health problems.” 

The National Toxicology Program 
at the National Institute of Envi-
ronmental Health Sciences agrees 
that there’s no conclusive evidence 
linking cellphones to any health 
problems. 

But it also says that “little is 
known about potential health effects 
of long-term exposure to radio 
frequency radiation,” the kind of 
radiation emitted by cellphones, 
and that data from human studies is 
inconsistent.
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After enjoying cheap labor overseas, can tech companies make the switch and return to the U.S.?
By Marisa Kendall
The Mercury News (TNS)

SAN JOSE, Calif. — When Pat 
McIntyre’s company started making 
its smart sprinkler system 10 years 
ago, ETwater’s production was done 
in China, where labor costs were 
cheaper.

Today, the company, based in the 

Bay Area city of Novato, does its 
manufacturing at a production facil-
ity in Silicon Valley’s Santa Clara. 
Although McIntyre’s costs initially 
went up by 10 to 15 percent, thanks 
to automation, his new factory is 
much more efficient.

It also employs far fewer workers.
As President Donald Trump 

pushes U.S. companies to make 
more products in the U.S., firms 
like ETWater and Tesla, which rely 
heavily on automation, illustrate that 
it can be done in some industries.

But even if more Bay Area 
companies start making products in 
the U.S., experts in manufacturing 
and job creation say Trump’s pledge 

to tax offshore manufacturing isn’t 
likely to produce a boom in old-style 
factory jobs. And despite rising labor 
costs in China, it’s still cheaper for 
Apple — and consumers — to build 
smartphones overseas.

“The success of Tesla is a good 
example that you can bring manu-
facturing back to this country, for 
sure,” said Venky Ganesan, manag-
ing director of Menlo Ventures 
and chairman of the board of the 
National Venture Capital Associa-
tion. “But don’t expect it to create a 
tremendous amount of jobs.”

Since winning the election, Trump 
has doubled down on his campaign 
promise to tax companies that make 
products overseas and ship them 
to the U.S., meeting 
with tech and auto 
executives last week 
to talk tariffs. 

Last week, 
the White House 
announced a new 
Manufacturing Jobs 
Initiative, which will 
tap tech leaders, 
including Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk, 
Intel CEO Brian 
Krzanich, and Dell 
Technologies CEO 
Michael Dell. Trump 
also has promised to ease regula-
tions in the U.S. as an incentive for 
companies to bring production here.

But not all tech gadgets are good 
candidates to return home.

“The question everyone seems to 
be asking is: Will the iPhones come 
back?” said Andy Tsay, a business 
professor at Santa Clara University 
who specializes in global manufac-
turing. “My answer is: there’s not a 
good economic reason for it.”

Trump has pressured Apple CEO 
Tim Cook to make iPhones here, 
but the smartphone manufacturing 
industry already is entrenched in 
China. 

Everything from the companies 
that make smartphone components 
to the technicians who repair the 
factory machines is there, Tsay said, 
and moving that massive ecosystem 
to the U.S. would be a costly and 
time-consuming endeavor.

Some of that cost would be 
passed on to consumers. The price 
of a $749 iPhone 6s, for example, 
would increase between $30 and 

$40 if Apple assembled the product 
closer to its Cupertino, Calif., 
headquarters, according to a report 
by the MIT Technology Review. If 
the phone’s components also were 
made in the U.S., the price likely 
would go up $100.

The auto industry faces a similar 
problem, said AutoPacific analyst 
Dave Sullivan, of Michigan.

Union workers at U.S. auto manu-
facturing plants make almost $50 an 
hour, he said, compared to $7 or $8 
in Mexico.

“There’s a lot working against the 
notion of bringing auto manufactur-
ing back to the U.S.,” he said.

U.S. companies with overseas 
factories risk being demonized by 

the president on 
Twitter and watching 
their stock prices 
plunge as a result. 

But at least one 
global company 
appears to be 
taking advantage 
of Trump’s agenda. 
Taiwanese Fox-
conn, which makes 
iPhones and other 
electronics, report-
edly is considering 
spending more than 
$7 billion to open a 

display-making plant in the U.S.
In the Bay Area, manufacturing 

already is in the midst of a revival 
that predates Trump’s entrance 
into politics. After plummeting 41 
percent between 1990 and 2010 
in Santa Clara County, the number 
of manufacturing jobs has started 
to creep back up, according to the 
state’s Employment Development 
Department. 

The industry added 10,400 jobs 
between 2010 and 2015 — an 
increase of about 7 percent. San 
Francisco and Alameda counties 
also saw small gains.

Now companies in emerging, 
Silicon Valley-centered fields like 
autonomous vehicles and artificial 
intelligence are primed to open local 
factories for everything from the 
cars themselves, to the semicon-
ductors that go in those cars, to the 
cameras and other sensors used by 
AI technology, said Peter Leroe-
Munoz, vice president of technology 
and innovation for the Silicon Valley 
Leadership Group.

Some 
companies are 
so entrenched 

in offshore 
manufacturing 
that there is no 
good economic 
reason for them 

to return
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The Clarion at Brazosport College 
and The Center for the Arts and 
Sciences will host a chamber mixer 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb. 23, in the Art Gallery of The 
Center for the Arts and Sciences. 
The featured entertainment at the 
mixer will be acoustic finger-style 
guitarist, Shaun Hopper.

Hopper is an unparalleled master 
of the fret-board, merging complex 
melodies, harmonies and bass lines 
along with a one-of-a-kind mix of 
percussive elements. Whether his 
listeners are guitar enthusiasts or 

not, matters little, as they realize 
within seconds that they are listen-
ing to a true virtuoso.

Hopper’s original compositions 
and arrangements of pop tunes 
are infused with all the cutting-
edge techniques and flavorings 
embraced by the new breed of 
You-Tube sensations, including 
influences like Adam Rafferty, 
Andy McKee and Don Ross. Yet, 
it is his traditional and schooled 
“approach” to music that keeps him 
unquestionably steeped in, and 
inspired by, the greats.

Influences include guitar legends 
Chet Atkins, Andres Segovia, 
Tommy Emmanuel, George 
Benson, Michael Hedges, Martin 
Taylor, Buster B. Jones, Pete 
Huttlinger and Leo Kottke, just to 
name a few. The final result is a 
signature style that crosses over 
a full range of musical genres, 
including Folk, Classical, Celtic, 
Pop, Rock, Jazz, Blues and Per-
cussive-New Age.

Hopper will be performing at The 
Clarion at Brazosport College at 7:
30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 25.

Guitarist Shaun Hopper to perform at chamber mixer Feb. 23

SPECIALS

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

That’s ‘Super Bowl 
champion Mr. Potato Head’ 

to you
If you think playing football is 

tough on the body, try living with 
its effects in retirement.

Brad Benson, 61, an offensive 
lineman on the Giants’ first Super 
Bowl champion 30 years ago, 
has undergone a 14-hour back 
surgery and three hip replace-
ments.

“I call him Mr. Potato Head,” 
ex-teammate Carl Banks told the 
New York Daily News. “Every-
thing has been replaced.”

Letter of criminal intent?
Defensive-end prospect Dono-

van Winter was unable to sign his 
letter of intent with Michigan State,  
the Orlando Sentinel reported, 
because he’d been jailed on bur-
glary charges.

Probably not the kind of “recruit-
ing steal” that Spartans coaches 
had in mind.

Patriot Names Dept.
The Patriots, who came so close 

to doing it nine seasons ago, have 
landed the trademark rights to 
the slogans “Perfect Season” and 
“19-0.”

“We’ve got dibs on 0-16,” said 
the Detroit Lions.

Not so fast, Bolt
Ex-NFL star Deion Sanders, 49, 

says not even Usain Bolt could 
have beaten him in a race when 
Sanders was in his prime.

In Bolt’s defense, though, he 
would have been only 5 or 6 at 
the time.

25/7, anyone?
A report says that 180 million 

years from now, the pull of the 
moon’s gravity will make days on 
Earth 25 hours long.

And MLB games will be 61/2 
hours long.

Talking the talk
—NBC’s Seth Meyers, after 

the Westminster Dog Show 
announced it has added three 
new breeds: “Said the dogs, 
“Yeah, last year’s after party got 
pretty wild.’ ”
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Southwest SIDS celebrates 33 years with surfin’ style gala
Southwest SIDS’ primary fund-

raiser of the year, the annual Gala, 
is scheduled for Feb. 25 at 6 p.m. at 
the Dow Academic Center.  

Funds raised at the 33rd Anniver-
sary Gala will help end unexpected 
infant mortality through direct 
program services.

 With decreasing reimbursement 
for medical services, your support 
is critical to the ongoing provision of 
Institute services.

The Gala will celebrate the Beach 
Boys, with gourmet food, 60s music, 
dancing, and live and silent auc-
tions. Attendees may come in formal 
beach attire - a balance between 
tropical chic and elegance.  

Tickets may be purchased by 
calling the office at (979) 297-2101 
or online by going to the SIDS 
website at  http://www.swsids.org/
fundraising-events/annual-gala/    

and clicking “Buy Tickets.”   
Tickets may also be purchased 

directly from the Institute’s office at 
230 Parking Way in Lake Jackson.  

The Institute is open 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday.  On-
call services are available 24/7. 

Over the past 33 years, the 
Institute, a 501(c)3 United Way 
agency, has provided medical care 
to thousands of high-risk area 
infants, support services to families 
of SIDS and high risk babies, edu-
cational out-reach and safe sleep 
kits to families of newborns in our 
community, research, and free cribs 
or Pack N Plays to area families 
unable to afford them.  

A total of 6,547 Brazoria County 
residents were served during the 
last fiscal year.

Although Brazoria County enjoys 
one of the lowest SIDS and “unex-

pected infant death” rates in the 
state and nation, the problem is far 
from conquered. 

Research has shown that, 
although SIDS rates have declined 
nationally, the incidence of sudden 
unexpected death due to unsafe 
sleep practices/ bed-sharing has 
increased four-fold fold since the 
1980s.  

These deaths are preventable. 
The Institute is committed to ensur-
ing that all new parents in our area 
are made aware of the danger of 
unsafe sleep practices and are able 
to provide a safe sleep environment 
for their babies.  

Safe Sleep kits, literature, and 
information on the criteria for obtain-
ing a free Pack N Play through the 
ACCESS (All Children Can Enjoy 
Safe Sleep) Program may be 
obtained by calling (979) 297-2101.

February 18
March 4, 18
9am - 3pm
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Did you know?

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: FLAME  JOINT  HERALD  JARGON
Answer: When she inherited the weaving device, she described it as an -- “HEIR” LOOM

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Apply spit and polish 
to your public image. Your resourcefulness and flair 
for originality can bring you attention or recognition 
in the upcoming week. You might find an excellent 
opportunity to make key changes.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Stake a claim to a 
square in the quilt of lifelong ambitions. In the week 
ahead, you may have a chance to sew up a deal that 
furthers your career. You might not see the results 
until everything is finally pieced together.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Plant seeds of kind-
ness to harvest good will. In the week ahead, some-
one might give you very good advice or guidance. 
Even if it isn’t a good time to make a change, it can 
be a good time to change the way you think.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Feather your nest. 
Your week ahead can be fruitful especially if you 
focus on being logical. Avoid upsets with a partner 
by overreacting to demands or requests. Embrace 
an opportunity to make more money.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You can do anything. Your 
determination to succeed with business or career 
may reach new heights as this week unfolds. Put the 
finishing touches on major undertakings and follow 
through on networking strategies.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Be part of some-
thing bigger than yourself. In the week ahead, you 
could improve the environment. Install water saving 
devices, recycle newspapers, or just reuse a paper 
bag. Find ways to make the world a better place.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Stay on an even keel. 
When things go too fast, you might apply the brakes 
too strenuously and cause even more problems. Avoid 
drastic reactions. Your judgment will be at its best in the 
middle of the week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Take a second look. 
Your partner or loved ones have some very special 
qualities that you have been ignoring. Passing events in 
the week to come might remind you of why you hooked 
up in the first place.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Aspire to be 
inspired. Someone may challenge you to think things 
through and develop a plan of action. Answer the call 
when an opportunity knocks on your door this week 
rather than hiding behind the peephole.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): It pays to remain 
patient. Don’t let past experiences stop you from doing 
things you want to do when the time is right. Once you 
have made up your mind in the week ahead, nothing can 
block your path.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Do your best to be 
your best. You may receive kudos for your leadership 
qualities in the week ahead. If you do what makes you 
happy you will excel. Your financial prospects will take a 
step in the right direction.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You may find joy by 
joining in. Don’t be shy about accepting invitations in 
the week to come. Unusual ideas or exotic people can 
brighten a social event. To enhance your reputation 
remain true to financial commitments.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Feb. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1542, the fifth wife of England’s 
King Henry VIII, Catherine Howard, 
was executed for adultery. In 1935, 
a jury in Flemington, N.J., found 
Bruno Richard Hauptmann guilty of 
first-degree murder in the kidnap-
ping and death of the infant son of 
Charles and Anne Lindbergh. He 
later was executed.

Feb. 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1971, President Nixon had a secret 
taping system installed in the White 
House, which led to his undoing in 
the Watergate scandal. In 1989, 
Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini called on 
Muslims worldwide to kill Salman 
Rushdie, author of “The Satanic 
Verses,” which was considered 

slanderous of the Prophet Moham-
med.

Feb. 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1923, the burial chamber of King 
Tutankhamen’s recently unearthed 
tomb was unsealed in Egypt. In 
1959, Fidel Castro became premier 
of Cuba six weeks after he led a 
successful coup against a dictato-
rial regime that was friendly to the 
United States.

Feb. 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1804, U.S. Navy Lt. Stephen 
Decatur led a successful raid into 
Tripoli Harbor to burn the U.S. frig-
ate Philadelphia, which had fallen 
into the hands of pirates. In 1948, 
NBC began airing its first nightly 
newscast, “The Camel Newsreel 
Theatre,” which consisted of Fox 
Movietone newsreels and an 
anchor/moderator.

Feb. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1947, the Voice of America began 
broadcasting to the Soviet Union. In 
1972, President Nixon departed on 
his historic trip to China.

Feb. 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, Jefferson Davis was sworn 
in as president of the Confederate 
States of America in Montgomery, 
Ala. In 1930, the ninth planet of our 
solar system, Pluto, was discov-
ered; it later was demoted from 
planetary status.

Feb. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1807, former Vice President Aaron 
Burr was arrested in Alabama. 
He was later tried for treason but 
acquitted. In 1878, Thomas Edison 
received a patent for his phono-
graph.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1929, 
members of Al Capone’s gang 
ambushed and shot to death six 
members of George “Bugs” Moran’s 
gang and an associate in a Chicago 
garage in what came to be known 
as the St. Valentine’s Day Mas-
sacre.

This week’s question: In 
1821, Spain sold what territory to 
the United States for $5 million?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

BOLTS & NUTS                                                                      By Sean Galvin

WEEKLY GEOGRAPHY QUIZ
 GEOQUIZ: Which country does not border the Mediterranean Sea 

— Malta, Lebanon or Iran?
Answer: Iran. It borders the Persian Gulf, part of the Arabian Sea.

Send your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you 
spread the word on the many things going on in your community.

• The researchers acknowledge 
that it’s good to have lofty goals.

• Apollo 17’s Harrison “Jack” 
Schmitt was the first—and only—
professional scientist to walk on the 
Moon.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Studies show that non-REM sleep—the type of sleep that is devoid of 
dreams—is crucial for retaining and solidifying memories.

• Feb. 6 marked the 65th year of Queen Elizabeth II’s royal rule—she’s the 
first British monarch to ring in her Sapphire Jubilee.

• During the 2016-2017 season of the NFL, the Falcons averaged over 33 
points per game—the league average was just 22.7 points per game.

• During Super Bowl I, the AFL team used a Spalding ball while on offense, 
and the NFL team used a Wilson ball while on offense.

• This tax season, IBM’s supercomputer Watson will work alongside H&R 
Block to help prepare their clients’ tax returns.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Chaps
5 Measure up
15 “My Country” author
16 Busy, in a way
17 Stellar phenomenon
18 Wheel of Fortune and others
19 Error
20 Oil sources
21 Airport NW of PIT

22 1975-’76 World Series champs, 
on scoreboards
23 Called, nowadays
24 Not abundant
25 Recording acronym
27 Piece of Plymouth pizza?
28 Former National Security Advisor 
Scowcroft
29 Citizens Bank Park team
31 Picks up

32 Alley group
33 Barber’s supply
34 Emotional
37 Youthful nickname for the 1950 
29-Across
41 Opposite of apr s
42 Monopoly item
43 ‘30s-’40s Kildare portrayer
44 Canada goose relative
45 Kind of acid in red wine
47 Canadian sign letters
48 Indian address
49 Cleaned up
50 Symbolic dance
51 Jackson 5 song covered by 
Mariah Carey
53 Sch. whose mascot is Paydirt 
Pete
54 Canadian asset
55 Town in province of Padua
56 Some lucky breaks
57 Slate, briefly

DOWN
1 Shooter’s protection
2 Wipe out
3 Fictional code name
4 Piece of cake
5 “The Chosen” author
6 Breaks down
7 Road markings
8 Left, with “off”
9 Doled (out)
10 Bar IDs
11 Oldies syllable
12 Flashlights, across the pond
13 Court boundary
14 Is in high dudgeon
23 Support piece
24 Requiring delicate handling
26 Skiing category
28 “The Human Comedy” author
30 Big initials in banking
31 Italian counterpart of the BBC
33 Offended outburst
34 Kennedy Compound component
35 Blanket
36 Plain-__
37 Mearth portrayer in “Mork & 
Mindy”
38 Siberian metropolis
39 Exhaust
40 Like some curves
42 Causes for pauses
45 Rwandan ethnic group
46 Inventeur’s notes
49 Judge
50 Shades
52 Hardly a warm reaction
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
ITALY  CUBA  IRAN  SPAIN  LATVIA  BRAZIL  FRANCE  TANZANIA 
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