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The View from My Seat

Catholic Charities offers help to Harvey flood victims
Although nearly 18 months have 

passed since Hurricane Harvey 
flooded large swaths of southeast 
Texas, many people who experi-
enced flood-related losses have 
yet to reclaim their pre-Harvey 
lives.

 Homes sit vacant, bills pile up 

and hope seems out of reach.
Catholic Charities of the Archdio-

cese of Galveston-Houston restores 
hope to families who experienced 
loss to Harvey through its Disaster 
Recovery Services program.  

Eligible families and individuals 
work with a case manager who 

visits the home for an assessment, 
then puts a recovery plan in action.  

Catholic Charities connects cli-
ents with available resources, and 
offers funding for assistance with 
temporary housing, home repairs, 
furnishings and other needed items.

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

This is 2019, right? When tech-
nology fits on the head of a pin, and 
we can save thousands of songs on 
a tiny chip that fits in our phones. 

When anything is 
possible because 
we make it so.

Except for 
one thing 
- programming a 
universal remote 
control without 
the instructions 
included in the 

original package.
Why would I even attempt to 

do something like that? Because 
I bought the replacement remote 
about six months ago and have no 
idea what happened to the instruc-
tions. And, I took the battery out of it 
because I wasn’t going to use it for 
several weeks.

Apparently, the code I pro-
grammed into it with the help of the 
instructions disappeared from the 
remote, along with the instructions.

Have no fear, I thought. I’ll just 
look up the instructions on the 
Internet through my Google search 
engine (or, I’ll just Google it).

I pride myself as a problem-solv-
ing geek who has been known to 
devote many hours to finding solu-
tions to electronic mysteries. When 
I was a kid, I took apart our brand 
new touch-tone phone and proudly 
displayed its individual parts on the 

RAMBLINGS

County parks news

The Stephen F. Austin Pavilion at 
Quintana Beach County Park got a 
face lift recently, To see what else 
is happening at our county parks, 
turn to Pages 10-11.

The ADA changed the world for people with disabilities
By Ernie Williamson
Special to The Bulletin

I don’t know how people in 
wheelchairs managed before July 
26, 1990.

That day, amid furious contro-
versy, the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act was signed into law.  
The ADA prohibits discrimination 

against those with disabilities in all 
areas of public life, including jobs, 
schools, transportation, and public 
and private places that are open to 
the public.

Now, as I write from my wheel-
chair, I wonder what my life would 

be like without the ADA. 
Would my employer have taken 

me back after my illness?
Could I get into my favorite res-

taurant, bank or grocery store since 
they would have only steps, not the 
ramps I need?

When I go to my favorite 

By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

My Uncle Jimmy would’ve hated 
the late-model SUV I rented for a 
recent trip to New Jersey. I sure 
did.

You see, this modern SUV 
boasted “smart” technologies 
designed to keep me safe and 
happy.

It made me miserable.
Every time I switched lanes, 

the white stripes on the pavement 
triggered safety sensors, sending 
annoying vibrations to the steering 
wheel. It felt like the struts had just 
blown out.

Hey, automakers! I don’t need 
alerts every time I change lanes. 
And while we’re at it, I know when 
to turn my windshield wipers on 
(when rain starts) and off (when 
rain stops) - so I don’t need your 
computer deciding that for me. 

Same goes for high beams. I 

don’t need your computer for that, 
because I already have a powerful 
one: When I’m on a dark road, my 
retinas send signals to my optic 
nerves, telling my brain to tell my 
left hand to flick on the brights.

And what’s with your center-con-

sole touch screens? I had to pull 
that SUV over twice to figure out 
how to play music - because some 
“safety” sensor shut me down for 
trying to play music with the car 
moving.

Hey, car 
makers, I 
don’t need 
all those 
gadgets
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YES, WE’LL HELP, MA’AM, BUT FIRST A FEW QUES-
TIONS: A woman, who was low on gas, pulled over in Leduc, Alberta, 
when she spotted some Royal Canadian Mounted Policemen, and 
asked them for assistance. This, despite the fact that the car was stolen, 
and she and her two male passengers were all wanted on outstand-
ing warrants. In addition, a search of the vehicle turned up 900 grams 
methamphetamine and 85 grams of cocaine.

I HAVE MY REPUTATION TO THINK OF: A woman returned to 
her Stuart, Fla., apartment after being “out all night drinking and abusing 
narcotics,” and told her boyfriend that she had engaged in a threesome. 
He then called her “every name in the book.” She told officers who 
arrested her that she attacked him because she felt threatened, and 
didn’t call authorities on the boyfriend, because her landlord said he 
would make her leave “if the police keep showing up.”

BANNED!? ME!? BUT WHY!? I WASN’T SPEEDING! A 
woman spent several hours riding around the parking lot of the Walmart 
in Wichita Falls, Texas, on an electric mobility scooter while drinking 
wine out of a Pringles can. She has been banned from Walmart.

COME OUT, COME OUT, WHEREEVER YOU ARE: Police 
entered the Bunnell, Fla., apartment of a man wanted for kidnap-
ping and aggravated assault with a deadly weapon to find a mattress 
propped up with writing on it: “I know my warrant is active. I’m not here. 
I am … turning myself in to Volusia Branch Jail!!” The cops searched the 
place, and found him hiding in a small wooden dresser.

HMMMM, WHAT COULD THIS BE I WONDER? A man tried to 
board a flight from Berlin to Israel while smuggling a boa constrictor in 
a bag tied with a cord and stuffed down his trousers. Security personnel 
decided to search him when they noticed a large bulge in his pants.

THERE’S SOMETHING SUSPICIOUS ABOUT THIS GUY: 
A man who robbed a bank in New Haven, Conn., made no effort to 
disguise himself, and later paid for a hotel room with money covered in 
red dye.

AND WHO AM I TO ARGUE: When a police officer told a man to 
move his Ferrari off of a public dock on the Palm Beach Inlet, the guy 
got into the car and drove it into the water. He told the cop that “Jesus 
told me to.”

LADIES, LADIES, PLEASE!! OUCH!: Six women got into a fight 
in a grocery store in Jackson, Miss., and started throwing cantaloupes 
and other produce at each other and – when a security guard tried to 
break it up – hit him over the head with a bottle of syrup.

HEY, WE’RE COPS, TOO!: A man, impersonating a police officer, 
used his car, which was equipped with sirens and flashing blue lights, 
to try and pull over another vehicle. Alas, there were two Arizona state 
troopers in the other car. The impersonator pulled alongside -- and then 
in front of -- the troopers’ unmarked car and was very surprised when 
they turned on their siren and pulled him over.

US iPhone owners spent average of $79 on in-app purchases in ‘18
The Mercury News (TNS)

With its iPhone sales declining, 
Apple is banking on phone-based 
subscriptions and services to be 
the company’s next big driver of 
growth. And the results of a report 
on spending within iPhone apps 
should give Apple evidence that its 
latest growth strategy is paying off.

In the report from San Fran-
cisco-based research firm Sensor 
Tower, the average iPhone user 
in the United States spent $79 on 
purchases within apps during 2018. 
That figure was 36 percent higher 
than the $58 the average iPhone 
owner spent on in-app purchases a 
year earlier.

The growth of in-app spending 
was more visible when compared 
to the figures between 2016 and 
2017, when such purchases rose 
23 percent.

“The clear message here is that 
in-app subscriptions, which appear 
in all of these categories’ top-gross-
ing apps, are driving substantial 
per device increases in the amount 
spent by U.S. consumers on 
iPhone,” said Sensor Tower about 
the results of its research on in-app 
purchases.

The leading source of in-app 
spending came from games, which 
are known for offering their users 
the ability to purchase items to 
improve their game playing and 
increase the amount of time they 
can spend playing games. Sensor 
Tower said that gaming made up 
56 percent of iPhone in-app pur-
chases, or $44 per average iPhone 
user.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com   (979) 849-5407    February 19, 2019   THE BULLETIN  Page 3

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
HISTORY MAKING BIOLOGY
Q. In 2003, the Human Genome 

Project (HGP) fully mapped the 
DNA of our species. What is the 
new project under way described as 
“the most ambitious proposal in the 
history of biology”?

A. It’s the Earth BioGenome 
Project (EBP), aiming to gener-
ate a DNA sequence for every 
species alive today, all 1.5 million 
complex life forms, says Jonathon 
Keats in “Discover” magazine.  The 
brainchild of evolution and ecology 
professor Harris Lewin, the project 
already has a head start with a col-
lective 500,000 species from zoos, 
botanical gardens and places like 
the Smithsonian, and some 15,000 
complete genomes are already 
published.

“Lewin thinks perhaps 500,000 
more species samples can be 
scooped up by avid citizen scien-
tists, but gathering the last half-mil-
lion will take serious innovation, 
such as sample-collecting drones 
and submersibles.”

Though the tasks ahead are 
seemingly impossible, much the 
same was said of the HGP, yet 
demand and financial resources 
turned out to be great technological 
accelerators. “The HGP went on to 

contribute an estimated $1 trillion 
to the U.S. economy.  It helped 
experts improve medical diagnoses 
and discover new drugs.  EBP could 
bring similar gains, particularly to 
the world of medicine.”

Then, consider the immense 
expansion of knowledge:  not only 
knowing what’s out there, from the 
Amazon’s canopy to the ocean floor, 
but also adding to basic science by 
determining what genetic material 
all complex life shares.

THESE WORDS ARE NOT 
WHAT THEY APPEAR TO BE
Q. “Patterns help us make 

sense of the world and words,” but 
sometimes they lead us astray, says 
Anu Garg on his “A.Word.A.Day” 
website.  To “include” is the opposite 
of “exclude,” but “intend” is not the 
opposite of “extend,” and so it goes.  
Can you define the following words 
that aren’t what they appear to be: 
“aggrate,” “dogmatic,” “lustrate” and 
“tourbillion”?

A. “Aggrate, not to be confused 
with “aggravate” (to annoy) comes 
from Italian “aggradare” and means 
“to please or gratify.”  “Dogmatic,” 
from Latin “dogma” (belief) and 
from Greek “dogma” (opinion), is 
“expressing beliefs or opinions 
forcefully or positively as if they 
were true.”

Next, “lustrate” means “to purify 

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

by means of rituals” or “to remove 
undesirable people from an orga-
nization, especially in an abrupt or 
violent manner.”  Ultimately from 
the Indo-European “leuk-“ (light), it 
gives us words like “lunar,” “lucid,” 
“illuminate” and “translucent.”

Finally, from French “tourbil-
lon” (whirlwind), from Latin “turbo” 
(spinning top), from Greek “turbe” 
(turmoil, confusion) comes “tourbil-
lion,” defined as “a whirlwind” or 
“whirlpool.” No big numbers here 
at all.

A CITY THAT JUST 
DISAPPEARED

Q. Some 3700 years ago in a city 
in Jordan called Tall el-Hammam, 
mud brick walls of nearly all struc-
tures suddenly disappeared, leaving 
only stone foundations. What had 
happened?

A. “An exploding meteor instan-
taneously destroyed civilization on 
a 25-kilometer-wide plain called 
Middle Ghor,” says Bruce Bower in 
“Science News,” reporting on work 
by archaeologist Phillip Silvia. The 
region remained largely unpopu-
lated for the next 600-700 years. 
“Up to 65,000 people lived in the 
area when the cosmic calamity hit.”  
The evidence for a meteor impact?  
Outer layers of many pottery pieces 
rapidly turned into glass at very high 
temperatures, and spherical mineral 
grains which rained down upon the 
devastated city appear to have been 
created by high-force winds.

No human deaths due to meteor-
ite impacts have been documented 
in modern times, though we have 
had close calls with the Tunguska 
event in Siberia in 1908 and the one 
in 2013 near Chelyabinsk, Russia.  
But our ancestors were not so lucky.  
And it is sobering to consider that a 
meteor likely did to the dinosaurs.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?
• In 1986, a French woman 

studied for months so she could 
learn how to fly a helicopter. Then 
she rented one, flew it over a prison 
and grabbed her husband, who had 
robbed a bank, from the  roof.

• If you die in Amsterdam and 
have no friends or family to mourn 
you, a poet and a civil servant will 
come together to have a respectful 
and personal funeral for you.
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DID YOU KNOW?

The Lamar Fontaine Chapter 
#33 of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy was founded in Alvin, 
Texas, in 1896.  

There are members from all 
over Brazoria County, and the first 
president was Mrs. Emma Gray 
Cobb in 1897. During the past year, 
four sisters who grew up in Missis-
sippi realized they had an ancestor 

from the Civil War named Lamar 
Fontaine.  

They researched the UDC and 
found out there was a chapter in 
Texas that had the name of their 
ancestor.  

After consulting each other, they 
decided they wanted to be mem-
bers of Lamar Fontaine UDC Chap-
ter #33 of Alvin They contacted 

the Registrar, Pam Massingill, and 
started the paperwork to become 
members.

They were installed into the 
Chapter recently at the Stephen F. 
Austin Statue in Angleton.  

After the meeting, they were trav-
eling to the Alamo in San Antonio 
since only one sister has been to 
San Antonio.

Four sisters travel from Mississippi to join Alvin UDC

• Julia Stewart started working as a waitress for IHOP when she was 
16. Years later, she eventually became the president of their competitor, 
Applebees. When Applebees didn’t offer her the position of CEO, she left to 
become the CEO of IHOP, and then she bought Applebees.

• The iconic green code seen behind Neo in “The Matrix” doesn’t consist 
of any numbers. They’re actually Japanese characters spelling out sushi 
recipes scanned from a cookbook.

NEWRENOVATIONS
DECKING COMPANY
Let us build your new deck
Domestic Composite Exotic

Call us today for a FREE estimate
(979)900-7437 newrenovations.net

5-Year Warranty on All Work

Pictured from left: Pam Massingill of Angleton; the four new members 
Perian Malvezzi Stribling, LuLu Malvezzi Maness, Jeanella Malvezzi 
Mathis and Toni Malvezzi Harden of Duncan, Mississippi; Shirley Walcik, 
President of the Chapter.
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BC welding instructor honored by American Welding Society
Brazosport College welding 

instructor Jay Barr was recently 
named a recipient of the American 
Welding Society (AWS) Howard E. 
Adkins Memorial Instructor of the 
Year for the Houston chapter of 
District 18.

The accolade is voted on by 
industry peers and past winners. 
The Houston AWS chapter is 
the largest in the United States, 
stretching north to Huntsville, 
east to Lake Charles, La., west to 
Wharton and south to Freeport and 

Galveston.
The annual Adkins award recog-

nizes an instructor for outstanding 
teaching accomplishments at the 
high school, trade school, techni-
cal institute or community college 
levels. 

Barr has made a name for 
himself in the welding community 
by adapting his program to industry 
needs.

“This award is quite an honor,” 
Barr said. “To be recognized by 
your peers in education and indus-
try is humbling.”

Barr earned his Associate of 
Applied Technology from Brazos-
port College and has more than 20 
years of experience in the welding 
industry.

Since joining the faculty at 
Brazosport College, Barr has made 
a huge impact on the College’s 
welding program. 

FOR A GREAT ADVERTISING DEAL, CALL (979) 849-5407
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DID YOU KNOW?

establishments would they have 
accessible bathrooms with wide 
doorways and stalls with room for 
my wheelchair?

Could I cross streets that didn’t 
have cuts in the curbs allowing me 
to cross effortlessly? Could I travel 
since there may not be hotels with 
accessible showers with benches?

Would those who can’t drive have 
less independent lives because 
there would be no suitable public 
transportation?

As innocuous as the ADA seems 
almost 30 years later, I am not sure 
such a law would pass today.  

There was serious opposition 
when the law was proposed. Some 
religious groups fought the law 
because religious institutions were 
labeled “public accommodations,” a 
designation that required churches 
to make costly changes to ensure 
access for all. Churches were 
eventually exempted from that part 
of the bill. 

Many businesses, led by the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, argued the 
costs of the ADA would be enor-
mous and have a disastrous impact 
on small businesses.  Pro-business 
commentators joined the opposi-
tion, calling the ADA “an expensive 
headache for millions.”

Shortly before the vote, dis-
ability rights activists gathered in 
front of the Capitol. They shed 
their crutches, wheelchairs and 
other assistive devices, and then 
proceeded to crawl and pull their 
bodies up the 100 steps to the 
Capitol. 

Jennifer Keelan, a second-grader 
with cerebral palsy, was videotaped 
as she pulled herself up the steps.  
“I’ll take all night if I have to,” she 
said. 

Fortunately, it was a different time 
in Washington. There was biparti-
sanship, negotiation and compro-
mise.

The White House of George H. 
W. Bush, a Republican, worked with 
Iowa Sen. Tom Harkin, a Democrat, 
to get the bill approved.  

On signing the measure, Presi-
dent Bush said, “Let the shame-
ful wall of exclusion finally come 

(Continued from Page 1)

Bipartisanship in 1990 pushed the ADA past the finish line
tumbling down.”

I was an editor at the now defunct 
Houston Post during the ADA 
battle. I am ashamed to admit that 
the ADA, to me, was just another 
routine story. Nothing special.

Little did I know that many years 
later my lifestyle would depend on it.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com)

• Our galaxy, the Milky Way, is 
so large that it would take 100,000 
years to get across its diameter if 
you were to travel at the speed of 
light. Scientists estimate our galaxy 
is just one of two trillion in the 
observable universe.

• T-shirts were originally invented 
for single men during the early 
1900s who didn’t know how to sew.

• Scientists have observed 
elephants that would lay on the 
ground and refuse to eat until they 
perished after losing a loved one.
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dining room table. My mother was 
not impressed, and I returned the 
phone to its original condition in a 
few minutes.

But there is something about 
these universal remote controls. 
I really think that they make it dif-
ficult on purpose to program them 
without the original instructions so 
that instead of struggling with it 
endlessly, like me, you’ll just buy 
another one for $11.95 plus tax.

Google, you have failed me, Of 
all the geek sites that promised 
success, none worked. I did just 

like they instructed, and the TV 
remained off. 

I looked up the six different codes 
for the TV I was trying to reach. 
I even learned where to find the 
revision number to be able to get 
the codes.

I don’t even know what a revision 
number is, but it is needed to make 
the remote work, or that’s what the 
geek sites on how to program a uni-
versal remote without the original 
instructions, said.

I pressed two buttons simultane-
ously until the light on top stayed 
on, and then I punched in the codes 

one by one, hoping that one of 
them would bring the TV back to life 
so that I would not have to get up in 
the middle of the night to shut it off, 
like in the old days.

The codes were worthless. So, I 
tried another way, which they said 
was supposed to be harder. The 
geek site was going to show me 
how the remote can search for its 
own code. Then all I had to do is 
save it.

I pressed all the buttons as 
instructed until I came to the part 
that required that I keep pressing 
the “reverse” button in three-second 
intervals until the TV does some-

thing. Then press “stop” to store the 
code. 

I did it for eternity, or it seemed 
like it, but the TV set remained dor-
mant. It was supposed to turn on.

My fingers got tired. I was getting 
hungry. Is this a cruel joke, or was 
I doing something wrong? I re-read 
the instructions and started all over. 
And … nothing.

As I said in my opening, we are 
in technology overdrive. Why can’t 
they make a remote control that 
is point-and-shoot? And why don’t 
remotes come with a warning label 
that if you lose the instructions, you 
are out of luck, no matter how much 

time you spend trying to figure 
out how to turn the TV on without 
touching it?

This is 2019. Come on. There 
has to be a better way.

And then I remembered that my 
smart phone has a “quick remote” 
app. I doubt I hit three or four but-
tons before this incredible gadget 
was in full control of the TV. It took 
only a few minutes.

Now, if they could make an app 
that could take a very beat-up uni-
versal replacement remote control 
without the original instructions out 
of drywall, that would be great.

    john.bulletin@gmail.com

Press all the buttons you want, but replacement television remotes have a mind of their own
(Continued from Page 1)
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State parks unveil new reservation system 

WIN SUPERCROSS TICKETS

Yes, here we go again with another Bulletin FREE tickets Give-Away con-
test. Well, it’s not really a contest; All you do is fill out this coupon and mail 
it in to us at: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516.

We plan to give away 4 admission tickets ($120 value) to Supercross to at least 
4 entrants.  Enter quickly. Winners will be announced in the March 5 issue. One 
entry per reader, please. All lines must be filled out.
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________
CITY_____________(TX),(ZIP)_________PHONE____________
WHY DO YOU  WANT TO GO?______________________________
_____________________________________________________

Enjoy this exciting event for free 
on Saturday, March 30, at
NRG Stadium in Houston

Maybe you “modern” automak-
ers have forgotten this, but for 
years, cars had a brilliant system 
for playing music: left knob for 
volume, right knob for radio sta-
tions. The knobs worked even if I 
had gloves on, and I didn’t need to 
take my eyes off the road to use 
them - unlike touch screens. 

You automakers are overthinking 
cars. And in these divisive times, 
I fear that yet another fault line is 
forming - between those who love 
driving and want complete control 
over cars, and those who see cars 
as just another app (Uber, self-
driving cars, etc.).

That brings us back to Uncle 
Jimmy.

Jimmy, like me, was a “car guy.” 
He loved building and talking about 
cars. He understood cars’ unique 
contribution to American culture 
and history.

A few years before he left us 
a decade ago, Jimmy spent five 
years restoring a 1968 Plymouth 
Barracuda fastback. He even 
upgraded it with a monster Hemi 
engine. Restoring cars was his art. 

And boy, did he love that Bar-
racuda, his dream car as a 1960s 
teen. That Barracuda helped him 
relive his youth. To him, it symbol-
ized freedom - the ability to go 

anywhere, become anything. And 
he enjoyed nothing more than driv-
ing that car after restoring it with 
his own hands.

Sadly, “car guys” like Uncle 
Jimmy are a dying breed. 

The Atlantic says fewer people 
- especially younger people - are 
getting driver’s licenses. In 1983, 
nearly half of teens had a license. 
Today, fewer than a quarter do.

The Chicago Tribune explains 
why younger Americans are fall-
ing out of love with cars. One big 
reason, particularly when they 
have massive college-loan debt, is 
the expense of buying and main-
taining cars.

Another reason is the easy 
accessibility of ride-sharing options 
such as Uber.

What it comes down to is that 

fewer young people are “car 
people.” They just don’t enjoy driv-
ing. They’d rather do something 
else, such as run apps on their 
smartphones.

I was lucky to attend a few 
car meets with my Uncle Jimmy. 
Dozens of car lovers would arrive 
in their classic rides, mingle, sip 
cold beer and talk about the artful-
ness of classic American cars.

I can’t imagine people ever 
getting together to do likewise at 
“smartphone meets.”

(Copyright 2019 Tom Purcell. 
Tom Purcell, author of “Misad-
ventures of a 1970’s Childhood,” 
a humorous memoir available 
at amazon.com, is a Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review humor colum-
nist. Send comments to Tom at 
Tom@TomPurcell.com.)

Cars have become more complicated, less enchanting
(Continued from Page 1)

At their regular meeting, Feb. 11, 2019, the Brazoria Lions Club’s 
president, Gary Kersh, presented the club’s designated sweethearts 
(ladies who were not Lions but helped on club projects) Valentine’s treats 
and recognition for their behind-the-scenes help. They were (L – R): 
Shirley Spearow, Davie McCaskill, Sheila James, Sharon Corley, Dianna 
Davis, Liz Kopecky, Debbie Measells, and Brazoria Lions President, 
Gary Kersh. Also awarded, but not present, were: Tissie Schwebel, Judy 
Gifford-Gatton, Julia Rasmussen, Eto, and Mary Johnson.

Brazoria Lions Valentine’s sweethearts

AUSTIN— Planning a day or overnight trip to a Texas State Park just got 
easier with new online features available in the Texas State Parks reserva-
tion system.  

The new options allow visitors to reserve a specific campsite, buy day 
passes in advance and buy or renew a Texas State Parks Pass online.

The system includes online features that are mobile-friendly and easy to 
use.

Visitors now have the option to purchase day-use passes up to one 
month in advance, guaranteeing access to parks even during busy times 
like weekends and holidays. The new “Save the Day” pass helps address 
the growing issue of visitors not being able to get into a popular state parks 
due to overcrowding.

For more information about the system, or to make a reservation to a 
Texas State Park, visit www.texasstateparks.org/reservations.

ADVANCED�
SKID STEER�
SERVICES

Brush Hog For Clearing Land,
House Pads, Driveways,
Auger For Digging Holes
Up To 36” Wide & 10’ Feet.
Call (979)-900-7437 for
Our Great Rates
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing & wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Hay
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees and sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs, and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

County parks are perfect for Spring Break
For thousands of area students, the countdown to Spring Break has 

begun. The Brazoria County Parks Department wants to remind our com-
munity that you don’t have to travel very far for some fun in the sun.

Whether you’re looking for an afternoon at the beach, an early morn-
ing fish, or simply a walk in the park, be sure to visit our website at 
brazoriacountyparks.org to find the right park for you.

Interested in a weekend away? We offer that, too. Information about RV 
or cabin camping at our overnight parks is listed online, as well. Make your 
reservations today.

Camp Mohawk County Park is one of the places where those on Spring 
Break can have a lot of fun without spending a lot of money on travel.San Luis County Park.

Quintana Beach County Park.
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Parks Department schedule of events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Sunday, March 10, 2-5 p.m.: 
History Talks: Ward of the State. 
Discover the chain of events 
leading to Stephen F. Austin 
taking an involuntary respite as a 
guest of the government in 1833-
34.  We will discuss the implica-
tions his sojourn as a ward of the 
state held for his public aspira-
tions, private life, and for Texas 
at large. For more information, 
call the Stephen F. Austin park at 
(979) 849-5965.

Monday, March 11, 8-11 a.m.: 
Birding on the Beach. From 
peeps, to waders, to sparrows, 
all types of birds can be found on 
the beach. Come stroll along the 
beach and jetty and learn about 
the birds that call the Texas coast 
their home. Location: Quintana 
Beach County Park (meet in 
front of Seaburn House). For 
information or reservations, 
call (979) 864-1152 or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.com. 

Tuesday, March 12, 1-2 
p.m.: Beach Safari at Quintana 
Beach County Park. Join our 
lead interpretative ranger Mike 
Mullenweg on a safari adventure 
without ever leaving the beach. 
In this program, we will explore 
the life in, on, and around the 
beach. This is a free event, open 

to the public as well as guests 
camping at the park. For more 
information, call (979) 864-1152 or 
email mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Thursday, March 14, 7:30-9 
p.m.: Crab Hunt. Farther inland 
they have fireflies. Here on the 
coast we have ghost crabs. Join us 
as we go explore the beach at night 
and “hunt” for the elusive “sand 
crab.” For more information, call the 
Park Interpreter at (979) 864-1541 
or email at mikem@brazoria-
county.com 

Saturday, March 16, 9 a.m.-
noon: Spring Paddling Event. 
Come join the Small Watercraft 
Club as they hold a paddling event 
on one of the waterways in Brazoria 
County. Bring your own boat or 
borrow one of ours.  Location to 
be announced. For information or 
reservations, call (979) 864-1152 or 
email mikem@brazoria-county.com 

Saturday, April 13, 9 a.m.-
noon: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Spring 
Clean-Up. Volunteers gather at 9 
a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a 
general beach clean-up. Dress for 
the weather and bring along some 
water. Supplies provided; lunch 
afterward.  For more information, 
contact the coordinators - Mike at 
(979)864-1152 (Surfside) - or Patty 
at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Sunday, April 14, 2-5 p.m.: 
History Talks, Tactical Intrigue 
in the Texas Revolution. Staff 
will discuss the tactical missteps 
of the Texas Revolution and 
the possible reasons some of 
them came about. What really 
happened to Fannin’s abortive 
attempt at relieving the Alamo 
defenders? Who was at fault at 
Refugio?  For more information, 
call the Stephen F. Austin park at 
(979) 849-5965.  

Saturday, April 20, 9 a.m.-
noon: Spring Paddling Event. 
Come join the Small Watercraft 
Club as they hold a paddling 
event on one of the waterways 
in Brazoria County. Bring your 
own boat or borrow one of ours.  
Location to be announced. For 
information or reservations, 
call (979) 864-1152 or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.com

Sunday, May 12, 2-5 p.m.: 
History Talks, Newfangled Con-
traptions. The industrial revolution 
was huge in New England. In 
early Texas, it was surprisingly 
relevant. Bring your thinking 
cap and add to the dialog as we 
explore the impact, and failure, 
of new technology in Austin’s 
Colony. Call the Stephen F. 
Austin park at (979) 849-5965.  

The nearest our overnight parks get to an off-season is what we here in 
south Texas refer to as winter. During this time, the Brazoria County Parks 
Department crews work on projects intended to spruce up already existing 
structures and amenities, preparing our locations for warmer weather 
traffic. In the case of Quintana Beach County Park, department staff has 
been focusing on two particular jobs. 

Visitors will notice on their walk down the boardwalk that the Stephen F. 
Austin Pavilion at Quintana Beach has been updated with new screen-
ing and picnic tables, a proper makeover for one of the park’s popular 
pavilions. The Sweeney pavilion received new decking, and the RV bath-
house got a bit of a facelift with new fixtures and additional solar-powered 
lighting.

Possibly the largest assignment, however, was the complete remodel 
of the Seaburn cabin, located at the rear of the Seaburn day house. With 
updated furniture, appliances, and decor, you’ll want to book the cabin for 
your next relaxing weekend away.

Parks Dept. remodels pavilion, cabin

The new and improved Seaburn Cabin.
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objectivity. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your 

friendliness will open doors for you 
in the week ahead, whether you 
are with a special companion or 
in a crowd. Simple mathematics 
proves that you can’t operate in the 
red and must be sure to get in the 
black.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Your 
good intentions must be obvious. 
That will make the difference when 
someone must decide whether to 
take you seriously this week. You 
can entertain others with unusual 
tidbits of interesting information

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): If you 
pick a rose, you must respect the 
thorns. In the week to come, your 
heart might yearn for romance, but 
you are frequently reminded that 
love is often accompanied by duty. 
Don’t read too much into a flirtation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You may turn into a lean, mean 
money-making machine as this 
week unfolds. However, any 
tendency toward meanness is 
softened by a spirit of sympathy 
and cooperation whether you are at 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Fleeting emotions don’t matter in 
the greater scheme of things. Loved 
ones might seem capricious off and 
on during the week to come. Your 
ability to communicate, however, 
will highlight your essential har-
mony.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Playing hard to get isn’t the only 
way to win someone’s heart. 
Change tactics if tried and true 
methods simply quit working in the 
week ahead. Acting like a friend 
instead of a lover just might do the 
trick.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Logic and love make strange 
bedfellows. You may find it easy to 
be straightforward about facts and 
figures in the upcoming week but 
may find it more difficult to express 
your deepest emotions. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Cupid’s arrows usually hit the 
target, but your archery skills may 
not be as skilled. You may aim 
for something that is unrealistic in 
the week ahead. Trusted advisors 
can give you the benefit of their 

Jumble
Jumbles: DIZZY  NOTCH  HIGHER  GARBLE
Answer: The keyboard player at the church was -- ORGAN-IZED

work or at play.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): Play fair on the playing field of 
life. Although making some money 
or winning is the true goal, it doesn’t 
hurt to be a good sport. As this 
week unfolds, you may learn some-
thing important from friends.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): If you are busy dreaming of 
success, you can’t be busy doing 
your job. If you can stick to a com-
mitment, you can achieve notice in 
the workplace. A partner or family 
member might distract you in the 
week ahead. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Embrace every opportunity to make 
new friends in the upcoming week. 
You can meet people who will 
enrich your life and wouldn’t dream 
of stepping on your toes. Money will 
grow if you don’t spend it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Cut-throat business tactics aren’t 
for you. You will win in the week 
ahead by using gentle persuasion. 
Someone whose talents comple-
ment yours will help you find a way 
to have your cake and eat it, too.

  History of the World On This Day
         FEBRUARY 19
1846 - The formal transfer of 

government between Texas and 
the United States took place. Texas 
had officially become a state on 
Dec. 29, 1845.

1878 - Thomas Alva Edison 
patented a music player (the pho-
nograph).

1881 - Kansas became the first 
state to prohibit all alcoholic bever-
ages. 

         FEBRUARY 20
1792 - U.S. President George 

Washington signed the Postal 
Service Act that created the U.S. 
Post Office.

1839 - The U.S. Congress 
prohibited dueling in the District of 
Columbia. 

1872 - Luther Crowell received a 
patent for a machine that manufac-
tured paper bags. 

         FEBRUARY 21
1804 - The first self-propelled 

locomotive on rails was demon-
strated in Wales. 

1842 - John J. Greenough pat-
ented the sewing machine. 

1848 - The Communist Mani-
festo was published by Karl Marx 
and Friedrich Engels. 

         FEBRUARY 22
1855 - The U.S. Congress 

voted to appropriate $200,000 for 
continuance of the work on the 
Washington Monument. The next 
morning the resolution was tabled, 
and it would be 21 years before 
the Congress would vote on funds 
again. Work was continued by the 
Know-Nothing Party in charge of 
the project. 

1860 - Organized baseball’s first 
game was played in San Fran-
cisco, CA. 

         FEBRUARY 23
1813 - The first U.S. raw 

cotton-to-cloth mill was founded in 
Waltham, MA. 

1836 - In San Antonio, TX, the 
siege of the Alamo began. 

1847 - Santa Anna was defeated 
at the Battle of Buena Vista in 

Mexico by U.S. troops under Gen. 
Zachary.

         FEBRUARY 24
1803 - The U.S. Supreme Court 

ruled itself to be the final interpreter 
of all constitutional issues. 

1839 - Mr. William S. Otis 
received a patent for the steam 
shovel. 

1857 - The first shipment of 
perforated postage stamps was 
received by the U.S. Government. 

         FEBRUARY 25
1751 - Edward Willet displayed 

the first trained monkey act in the 
U.S. 

1793 - The department heads of 
the U.S. government met with U.S. 
President Washington for the first 
Cabinet meeting on U.S. record. 

1836 - Samuel Colt received 
U.S. Patent No. 138 (later 9430X) 
for a “revolving-cylinder pistol.” It 
was his first patent.

1913 - The 16th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution was ratified. It 
authorized a graduated income tax. 
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Send your 
announcement to 

john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
We’ll help you spread the 
word on the many great 
things going on in our 

community.

If you don’t think your business can afford advertising, let us 
change your mind. Call (979) 849-5407 for the best price in 
the area. We’ll work within your budget and give your ad plenty 
of visibility, so that your business can grow and prosper.

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Grouchy neighbor may be good Christian
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Our neighbor claims to be 
a Christian, but he’s one of the 
grouchiest people I’ve ever met, 
and he’s just unpleasant to be 
around. Which is more important 
in God’s eyes – what we believe, 
or how we behave? -Mrs. R.M.

A: Both are important in God’s 
eyes. The reason is because what 
we believe will influence how we 
live - no matter who we are. Let 
me explain.

Suppose, for example, you 
believed the only purpose of life 
was to have a good time. God 
wasn’t important to you; you only 
cared about yourself and what was 
happening to you right now. Would 
this belief influence the way you 
lived? Of course. You’d be like the 
man in one of Jesus’ parables who 
said to himself, “Take life easy; 
eat, drink and be merry” (Luke 12:

19).
The tragedy, however, is that 

eventually you’d find you were on a 
dead-end road. Not only would you 
never find lasting happiness, but 
one day you’d die and meet God 
– and then it would be too late. 
You’d discover your wrong beliefs 
had betrayed you. Jesus warned, 
“Wide is the gate and broad is the 
road that leads to destruction, and 
many enter through it” (Matthew 
7:13).

But God loves us, and He 
doesn’t want us to go down the 
wrong road in life. Instead, He 
has provided another way – and 
that way is Jesus Christ. When 
we give our lives to Christ and 
believe in Him, our lives will be 
different. We’ll no longer live only 
for ourselves, but for Christ and 
for others. Pray for your neighbor, 
that he may discover the joy and 
peace that come from following 
Christ. And may this be true of you 
as well.

“Catholic Charities’ role in disas-
ter recovery is aimed at helping 
people return to normal or as close 
to normal as possible,” said Cynthia 
N. Colbert, MSW, president and 
CEO of Catholic Charities. “We are 
committed to assisting those in the 
Brazoria County area through con-
tinued long-term recovery efforts.”

Individuals in Brazoria County 
seeking help with Harvey losses 
should call Catholic Charities’ 
Disaster Recovery hotline: (713) 
874-6664, open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Monday-Friday.
“It’s devastating that so many 

people are still struggling to repair 
or rebuild their lives and homes 
after this much time has passed,” 
said Brigid DeLoach, Catholic 
Charities’ Vice President of Disaster 
Recovery.  “Many of those served 
were already financially vulnerable 
before the storm, which puts them 
at a greater disadvantage when 
trying to recover. Catholic Charities 
is doing everything we can to find 
those people and let them know 
we’re here to help.”

Disaster recovery assistance 
– including case management and 
financial assistance – is available 
throughout the 10-county region 
served by Catholic Charities.

Catholic Charities, guided by 
God’s love, provides food, clothing, 
shelter and a network of support 
services to people of all ages and 
from all walks of life and religious 
backgrounds. 

As one of the largest charities in 
Houston, we also promote social 
justice, serving as a voice for the 
poor and vulnerable.  

Annually, we provide help and 
create hope for more than 85,000 
people as they create better lives 
for themselves and their families.

 For more information, visit 
www.CatholicCharities.org.

(Continued form Page 1)

Catholic Charities offers help to Harvey flood victims

Bass Pro Shops is welcoming 
the fishing season by hosting their 
annual Spring Fishing Classic Feb. 
15 - March 3.

Customers are invited to trade 
in their old rod and reel to help 
connect kids with nature. Bass 
Pro’s local Tracker team will be 
giving informative fishing and tackle 
workshops for free during the first 
weekend with free give-aways at 
each workshop. 

Women anglers have a special 
workshop on March 2. Customers 
are also invited to sample free fried 
fish on Feb. 23 while they shop. 

On March 2-3, kids will have a 
chance to catch their first fish at 
the catch and release pond, along 
with games, crafts, and a special 
Kid’s Angler Workshop on Saturday, 
March 2.

 For more information on events 
and special offers during the Spring 
Fishing Classic, visit basspro.com/
pearland.

Bass Pro Shops plans 
events in Pearland to 
start fishing season
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Is blessed with, as talent
4 Creator of Finn and Sawyer
9 Leave rolling in the aisles
13 That, in Spain
14 “Olde” store
15 Ring over an angel
16 Crustacean catcher
18 Out of town
19 Intent
20 OB/GYN procedure

21 Hiding spot for a cheater’s ace
22 Put off bedtime
25 Weapon in Clue
27 Brewery product
30 “Defending our rights” org.
33 Electrified atoms
34 Scans for injured athletes, briefly
35 __ Mawr College
36 Piece of pizza
37 To-do list entry
38 Worse-than-one’s-bite quality

39 Online TV giant
40 Since, in a holiday song
41 Fifi’s friend
42 Slip for a tardy student
45 Like the Arctic, compared to 
most of the planet
47 Two-base hit
51 Debate issue
53 Illness characterized by a red 
rash
54 Soon, to a bard
55 Decorator’s wall prettifier
58 Subtle look
59 Lion groups
60 Former AT&T rival
61 Former fast planes
62 Unemotional
63 Bladed gardening tool

DOWN
1 Makes a difference
2 “I won’t tell __!”
3 Buffalo hockey player
4 Title venue for Hemingway’s old 
man
5 Sported
6 Kindle download
7 Wall St. debut
8 Volleyball barrier
9 SeaWorld star
10 Backyard bash
11 Jai __
12 String-around-your-finger toy
14 Cooking appliance
17 Explore caves
20 Sailor’s word of obedience
22 Information that ruins the ending
23 Costner/Russo golf film
24 Basilica recess
26 Water down
28 Bank claim
29 Salinger’s “With Love and Squa-
lor” girl
30 Palindromic pop group
31 Study all night
32 Keats or Byron, e.g.
34 Pageant title with 51 contestants 
(the 50 states plus D.C.)
36 Roe source
42 Partners’ legal entity: Abbr.
43 Madison Ave. bigwig
44 Most TV “operas”
46 Sounds from sties
48 “Mutiny on the Bounty” captain
49 Slow movement
50 Perfumer Lauder
51 Four-note lights-out tune
52 Singles
53 Prefix with care
55 Collectors’ albums ... and a hint 
to six puzzle answers
56 Gallery collection
57 Chihuahua uncle
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
RINK  SHOT  GOAL  GAME  TEAM  SCORE  STICK  ICING
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ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• It’s impossible to ‘die’ on an airplane when it’s in the air. Most flights don’t 
have staff who are qualified to pronounce someone dead. So, the body in 
question will be left in its seat or moved to an empty row, then be declared 
dead upon landing.

• The average American spends $20 on coffee every week.
• Snowflakes always have six sides. Molecules in ice crystals join to one 

another in a hexagonal structure.
• The average human will spend six years of their life dreaming.
• The Bellagio hotel and casino in Las Vegas has 3,950 rooms. The town 

of Bellagio, Italy has a population of about 3,820 people.
• Pineapples take 24 months to flower, then another six months to ripen.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

DID YOU KNOW?
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