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Rolling the
market dice

Lightning
strikes

How people out of
nowhere become
famous and well-known

What comes down goes
up, as world of stocks
and bonds turns

By Ron Rozelle

By John Toth

Contributing Editor

Do you ever wonder why lightening strikes for some people?
I’m not referring to real lightning,
which would be downright dangerous, but to cases
where somebody
steps quickly out
of an obscure
existence and
into the national
and international
spotlight.
Neither am
THE WORDSMITH
I talking about
the proverbial flashes in the pan,
shooting stars which glow brightly for
a short time then fizzle out and are
never seen again. There’s an awfully
long list of those: one hit wonders,
people who turn up on “whatever
became of” lists.
I’m talking about people who are
more like bright new stars that show
up suddenly in the night sky and end
up sticking around. Be that good or
bad. They wander unto the world
stage as if by accident, and they
often make tremendous impacts in
their fields. And, in some cases, in
everybody’s daily lives. Like politicians and judges.
Here’s an example. In the early
1970’s I was watching “What’s My
Line?” You remember that television game show – at least some of
you do – where a panel of celebri-
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Passwords: ‘Your answer does not match our records...’

By Peter Funt

Special to The Bulletin

I have several online accounts
that I use a few times a year, and
not once have I gained access
without first trying several passwords and then clicking “Forgot
Password” to begin the damnable
process of getting a new one.
More challenging for me than
the password itself is the Security

(Continued on Page 12)

Complete county
parks events
schedule through
June

SEE PAGE 11

March 10

Question. What was the first street
you lived on? Apparently when I
set up the account I typed “Mt. Airy
Road,” but months later I entered
“Mount Airy Road.” Sorry: Your
answer does not match our records
for this account.
Who was your favorite school
teacher? Sheesh. Did I give them
Mrs. Corwin because she wrote on
my second grade report card that

my work was “extremely average?”
Or was it Mr. Brooks because he
doubled as the tennis coach and
made me captain when I didn’t
really deserve it? Or was it Miss
Fox, the fifth-grade teacher on
whom I had such a crush that I
phoned her at home every night
and spoke for over an hour?
What is your favorite breakfast
(Continued on Page 5)

I was watching the stock market
take a nose-dive recently. I have
seen this before - been on a few
rides over the years.
It’s an exciting time on the business cable channels, much like the
Weather Channel during a major
storm. Those guys live for these
moments, and
you can tell
they’re on a
caffeine-high.
So, don’t get too
excited along
with them. It will
pass.
RAMBLINGS A friend of
mine mentioned
a while back that right before the
2008 market collapse he decided to
take all his money out of stocks and
park it in zero-risk accounts.
“How did you do?” he asked me.
“I lost a bunch of my investments,”
I replied. Then he cut in, and I could
not finish. He was so pleased that
he beat the market. But did he?
I never got to the most important
part - that all my losses came back,
plus a lot more. Then we changed
the subject. I didn’t want to ruin his
time. We talked about the weather. It
was a warm, beautiful February day.
I’m not a mega million-dollar-type
player, but I do like the additional
money stock market investments
make. Banks don’t pay any interest hardly, and municipal bonds
are O.K., but they cap out at about
4 percent right now. If you want to
make your savings grow, stocks are
(Continued on Page 6)
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The Clarion to host Turtle Island Quartet on March 2
Grammy-winning Classical
Crossover artists Turtle Island
Quartet will bring its unique sound
to The Clarion at Brazosport College. The string quartet will take
the stage at 7:30 p.m. on Friday,
March 2.
Since its inception in 1985, the
Turtle Island Quartet has been a
singular force in the creation of

bold, new trends in chamber music
for strings.
Winner of the 2006 and 2008
Grammy Awards for Best Classical Crossover Album, Turtle Island
fuses the classical quartet esthetic
with contemporary American musical styles, and by devising a performance practice that honors both,
the state of the art has inevitably

IS THERE A PROBLEM, OFFICER? A rapper who was out on
bond for illegally possessing a handgun posed with an AK-47 in front of
a police cruiser which was parked at a police officer’s home in Monroeville, Pa., and posted the picture on Facebook. The officer looked
out the window and saw him, but did not respond with deadly force or
anything like that. The rapper’s attorney said later, “To tell you the truth,
I don’t think he realized how this could have blown up.”
WHEN THE MONKEY SAYS STOP, I STOP: A woman, who
was approaching an intersection in Zunyi City, China, suddenly noticed
a flash of red on a traffic light pole and reflexively slammed on her
brakes, causing the car behind her to collide with her. But it wasn’t a
red light she saw. It was the red rear end of a monkey that had escaped
from a circus and climbed up the pole.
IT MAY TAKE ME A WHILE TO WRITE THIS UP, SIR: Police
seized a car on the highway in Cheshire, England, because it had no
license plates, mirrors or windows and was covered with so many dents
that it looked like it had been rolled down a mountain. The driver was
cited for operating a vehicle in a dangerous condition. The car was also
uninsured.
REALLY? HOW COULD SHE NOT TAKE YOU SERIOUSLY?
A man attacked his girlfriend in their Port St. Lucie, Fla., home because
she ate the last chocolate chip cookie. He told arresting officers that he
got angry because she was not taking him seriously, joking that they
should review surveillance tapes to see who had eaten it.
I CAN TOO HOLD MY LIQUOR! An opossum entered a liquor
store in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., late at night through an opening in the
roof, and then fell to the floor, breaking a bottle of bourbon on the way
down. The store owner found the animal passed out drunk on the floor
after having consumed the whole bottle.
SO, I’LL BET YOU’LL GO OUT WITH ME NOW: A man found
$65 million worth of cocaine that washed up on the beach in Norfolk,
England, after a storm swept the drugs off of buoys put there by smugglers who had intended to sneak the drugs ashore in small boats. He
figured he would get rich selling the stuff himself, and was caught only
because he bragged about it in a text to impress a woman.
BUT OFFICER, I’M THE DESIGNATED DRIVER: A man who
was arrested for drunk driving in Brown Deer, Wisc., called a friend
to pick him up at the police station. As soon as he got there, the cops
arrested him for drunk driving too.
IS THAT YOU, BOB? The 22-year-old son of a Palm Beach, Fla.,
Sheriff’s lieutenant borrowed dad’s squad car and used it to pull over his
ex-girlfriend who was on a date with her new boyfriend. Using the car’s
public address system, he ordered the boyfriend out of the car and had
an associate steal his wallet. The ex-girlfriend recognized his voice and
he was arrested.

been redefined.
Cellist nonpareil Yo-Yo Ma has
proclaimed Turtle Island to be “a
unified voice that truly breaks new
ground – authentic and passionate
– a reflection of some of the most
creative music-making today.”
Turtle Island’s journey has led
the group through forays into folk,
bluegrass, swing, be-bop, funk,
R&B, new age, rock and hip-hop,
as well as music of Latin America
and India — a repertoire consisting
of hundreds of ingenious arrangements and originals.
It has included more a dozen
recordings on labels such as Windham Hill, Chandos, Koch, Telarc
and Azica, soundtracks for major
motion pictures, TV and radio credits such as the “Today Show,” “All
Things Considered,” “Prairie Home
Companion” and “Morning Edition,”
feature articles in “People” and
“Newsweek” magazines, and collaborations with famed artists such
as clarinetist Paquito D’Rivera,

vibraphonist Stefon Harris, guitar
legends Leo Kottke and the Assad
brothers, The Manhattan Transfer,
pianists Billy Taylor, Kenny Barron,
Cyrus Chestnut and Ramsey Lewis,
singers Tierney Sutton and Nellie
McKay, the Ying Quartet and the
Parsons and Luna Negra Dance
Companies.
Turtle Island’s show on March
2 is sponsored by CHI St. Luke’s

Health Brazosport.
Tickets for the performance are
$35 for adults, $30 for seniors,
Former Student Association and
Brazosport College employees, and
$10 for students and children.
For more information or to purchase tickets, contact the Clarion
Box Office at (979) 230-3156 or
online at www.brazosport.edu/
clarion.
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Strange but True

By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Atheism and morality
Q. Are atheists as moral as
religious believers?
A. “Surprisingly, even atheists seem to think not,” says Bob
Holmes in “New Scientist” magazine. “This belief is almost certainly
wrong, but it reflects a long-standing bias that morality stems from
faith.”
Suppose you are told about a
man who tortured animals as a
child and grew up to become a
serial killer. Is it more likely that he
was (A) a teacher, or (B) a teacher
who did not believe in God? The
correct answer is (A), since there
are more teachers as a whole
than teachers who are atheists.
And if you change the question so
that option (B) is “a teacher with
religious belief,” the correct answer
is, again, (A). When either version
of this question was presented to
more than 3000 volunteers from 13
nations, “In almost every country
polled, more people made the error
when B was the atheist teacher.
This suggests they found an atheist
mass murderer more plausible than
a religious one. Remarkably, even
those who did not believe in any
God showed the same pattern.”
“But this is not borne out by the
facts. In both the U.S. and the U.K,

atheists are under-represented in
the prison population and overrepresented among civil rights
and anti-war activists. The world’s
most secular countries - notably in
Scandinavia – are among the most
peaceable and civic-minded.”
Cephalopods
Q. If you want to meet an intelligent alien here on earth, where
might you go?
A. To the sea. In his book “Other
Minds: The octopus, the sea, and
the deep origins of consciousness”
philosopher Peter Godfrey-Smith
points out that cephalopods especially octopuses and cuttlefish
– have extensive nervous systems
and complex behaviors which rival
those of some pretty smart vertebrates (dolphins, primates, parrots
…). Yet the last common ancestor
of cephalopods and vertebrates
was a flattened worm-like creature
which lived 600 million years ago,
before any organisms had made
it onto land. “Because our most
recent common ancestor was
so simple and goes so far back,
cephalopods are an independent
experiment in the evolution of large
brains and complex behavior. If
we can make contact with cephalopods as sentient beings, it is not
because of a shared history, not
because of kinship, but because
evolution built minds twice over.
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This is probably the closest we
will come to meeting an intelligent
alien.”
Word originators
Q. The English language is
rich in words but scant in the
names of their originators.
The following are exceptions.
Can you name the coiners of
“muppet,” “mimsy,” “bafflegab”
and “scare quotes,” and their
meanings?
A. As fans of “Sesame Street”
no doubt know, Jim Henson coined
“muppet” to describe the show’s
iconic characters, writes Anu Garg
on his “A.Word.A.Day” web site.
The word, introduced in 1995,
means “a stupid person” or “a fool.”
“Mimsy” owes its origin to Lewis
Carroll, who in 1855 incorporated it
in a poem published in his periodical “Mischmasch,” later appearing
as “Jabberwocky” in his novel
“Through the Looking-Glass.” A
blend of “miserable” and “flimsy,” it
means “prim, “feeble,” “affected.”
“Bafflegab,” as the word suggests, is “obscure, pompous, or
incomprehensible language,” first
coined by Milton A. Smith, assistant
general counsel for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in 1952.
Finally, credit goes to philosopher G.E.M. Anscombe for “scare
quotes,” introduced in 1956 “to
indicate the writer’s disagreement
or disapproval of the use of a
term.” An example is “Columbus,
‘discoverer of America.’” In spoken
language, the equivalent is “air
quotes” (think of arms upraised,
two fingers on each hand bent to
suggest quotation marks).
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?
• An eight-character password
using a combination of upper- and
lower-case characters has 53 trillion
billion potential combinations.
• For his role in ‘Fight Club,’ Meat
Loaf had to wear a fat suit that was
filled with over 100 pounds of bird
seed so it resembled sagging flesh.
• Momma cuckoos will sneakily
lay their eggs in another bird’s nest.
In doing so, the cuckoo tricks the
other bird into taking on the burden
of raising the chick.

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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$130 million port bond election to
fund channel improvement project
Port Freeport Commissioners have passed a resolution calling an election
on May 5, for residents in the Navigation District to vote on a ballot measure
authorizing the Port to issue up to $130 million in bonds for the Freeport
Harbor Channel Improvement Project.
The proposed bond package, coupled with approximately $165 million in
federal funds, would pay for the deepening and partial widening of the Freeport Harbor Channel and is intended to be accomplished without an increase
in the Port’s total tax rate.
“The $130 million bond package will allow us to complete the Freeport
Harbor Channel Improvement Project and make Port Freeport the deepest
port in Texas,” said Phyllis Saathoff, Executive Director and CEO of Port
Freeport. “The entire federal cost-shared project, authorized by Congress in
2014, is estimated to cost approximately $295 million to construct, and more
than half of this amount would be paid for with federal funds.”
The Project will deepen the Freeport Harbor Channel from its current
depth of 45 feet to authorized depths of 51 to 55 feet. Additionally, the project
includes enhancements to the upper turning basin, as well as widening of
the channel and lower bend, making it easier and safer for larger modern
ships to navigate the channel. The project construction is expected to begin
in 2020 and take approximately five years to complete.
“Channel improvements at Port Freeport will make it more accessible to
larger ships now transiting the expanded Panama Canal,” said Paul Kresta,
Chairman of the Port Freeport Commission. “By accommodating different types of global vessels, we can expand our capacity and our customer
base.”
In 2019, Port Freeport will fully repay a previous bond issue, creating additional debt capacity within the existing tax rate. Additionally, the bonds will
be issued in multiple series as work on the channel progresses and as new
value from expiring industry tax abatements is added to the tax roll.
Given these factors and projected revenues from operations, the Port
expects to service the bonds without an increase to its current total tax rate
of $0.0401. Multiple Port-approved tax exemptions are available to resident
homeowners including a homestead exemption, and for those over 65 or a
veteran, an exemption of $100,0000..

Send your community announcements to john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll run it timely to help you promote an
event. Please sent photos as high resolution jpg files.
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What’s worse than waterboarding? Trying to access an account after forgetting the password
(Continued from Page 1)

cereal? Do they mean before age
10, when I would only eat Kellogg’s
Sugar Corn Pops? Or later in life
when someone convinced me that
Special K is healthy? Are they talking about hotel breakfast buffets
where Fruit Loops are free? Or do
they mean at night, straight out of
the box, in which case peanut-flavored Panda Puffs are an excellent
choice?
After failing the Security Question I have to obtain a text message
with a multi-digit Temporary Code,
which is difficult because I’m only
able to grasp four, maybe five, digits
at a time. While typing them into
the Reset Password Form on my
computer the light-up screen on my
phone goes dark, and I can’t see
the next batch of numbers. I tap my
phone, and the text disappears.
Many of the sites I try to access
tell me, “Your User ID and/or
Password are incorrect.” Come on,
which! I have five or six IDs and
maybe two dozen passwords. Do
you have any idea how many possible combinations that is? Well, I

don’t either, but it’s too many to try
before being notified that “For your
protection, your account has been
locked.”
I tried using one simple password, even if it didn’t have the
“Strength” that most sites recommend. Here’s the problem with
that: If your password is, say,
StephCurry, but you forgot that you
entered Curry with a capital C, then
it won’t work.
And when you reset that password, you’ll probably be told that
it’s “Too similar to a recently used
password.”
So, you make it StephCurry#.
I’m warning you: forget that last
part and you’ll wind up changing it
to StephCurry@ and then StephCurry+, and pretty soon you’re back
with a Security Question that you
can’t answer.
I often stare at the screen counting the little dots in my “hidden”
password, hoping for a clue. Ten
dots suggests it might be StephCurry; 11 dots might mean StephCurry#.
Over the years, I have watched

several YouTube classes on how
to set-up a Single Password for all
accounts. Let’s just say I did worse
with those tutorials than I did in Mrs.
Corwin’s class.
Last month I got a new credit
card through American Airlines. The
last thing I need is another credit
card, but this was one of those
deals offering 40,000 free miles.
When I tried to log in to pay my
first bill, I was notified that my User
ID was incorrect. I entered my gmail
address, which usually works, but
not this time. In desperation I tried
StephCurry and KevinDurant, but
no luck.

I managed, on the second try,
to answer the Security Question,
which had to do with a “favorite
pet,” and was notified that I would
be emailed a link with which I could
“retrieve” my User ID.
After several clicks CitiBank
informed me: “Your User ID is Peter
Funt.” Now, how could I have ever

guessed that?
A list of Peter Funt’s upcoming
live appearances is available at
www.CandidCamera.com.
Peter Funt is a writer and
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is available at Amazon.com
and CandidCamera.com. Copyright
2018 Peter Funt.

• Two-thirds of people use no
more than two passwords for all
their online accounts.
• The top 10 most-used password
list has barely changed in the last
five years.
• When people are asked to

include a number in a password, the
majority simply add a “1” or a “2” at
the end.
• An eight-character password
using only upper- or lower-case
characters has 200 billion potential
combinations.
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When stocks nose-dive, I take a break from looking at them
(Continued from Page 1)

My Answer by Billy Graham

Sin always has consequences, but
God is loving and merciful
Q: Does God punish our children for the wrong things that
we’ve done? I’ve heard people
say this, but it doesn’t seem
very fair to me. - Mrs. J.R.R.
A: We alone are responsible
for our own sins, and we alone
are accountable to God for what
we’ve done (or failed to do). We
can’t blame anyone else; we alone
must bear our guilt, for we alone
have sinned. The Bible says, “The
child will not share the guilt of the
parent, nor will the parent share
the guilt of the child” (Ezekiel 18:
20).
Sadly, however, children sometimes have to bear the pain of their
parents’ disobedience. The child
of an alcoholic father (for example)
may have to endure a burden
of loneliness and resentment; a
dissolute or neglectful mother may
cause deep psychological damage
to her children. Sin always has

bitter consequences, not only in
our lives, but in the lives of our
children.
It shouldn’t be this way, of
course; God entrusted our children
to us so we would raise them
with love and wisdom, and be an
example to them of godly character
and discipline. The Bible says,
“Start children off on the way they
should go, and even when they
are old they will not turn from it”
(Proverbs 22:6).
But even when our upbringing
hasn’t been perfect (or has even
been evil), it should remind us of
our need for God.
His love for us never fails (even
if our parents have failed us) and
He wants to make us His children
forever. Make sure Christ is the
foundation of your life and your
family, and pray this for other
families also.
The Bible says, “For no one can
lay any foundation other than the
one already laid, which is Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11).
Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

a good way to go..
But which stocks, and when to
buy? That’s when an investment
counselor comes in handy. I have
one in my family. I helped raise
him, and I must have done it right,
because he has been outperforming
the market.
I asked my young nephew many
years ago when he was staying
with me to open up the Houston
Chronicle business section and look
up how my investments did the day
before. It took him a while at first
because of all those abbreviations
and the small type, but he wrote
them all down, and we followed
them daily.
I didn’t really care, but it gave
him something to do in the summer
months that involved brain work.
Then I had him follow the baseball

stats for the Houston Astros. Those
were some easy years. He just
looked for the lowest numbers.
There were good years also.
I’m a huge Astros fan, and even a
bigger one when they are winning.
But back to stocks. There are
similarities between gambling in
a casino and on the stock market,
but the odds are better in the
market. Those of us without a
whole lot of money to lose like to
have a little more security than
pulling an arm and watching the
fruit roll by. That has never worked
out for me that well, anyway.
I don’t worry about the number
of points the market loses or gains
on a particular day. I want to know
the percentages. That provides a
clearer picture.
I turn on the business channels
for entertainment. I don’t pay much

attention to them. It’s like watching
the first three quarters of a basketball game.
When the market starts nosediving, don’t look at your stocks. I
don’t even want to know how much
I’ve lost because it’s just a paper
loss. It doesn’t become real unless
I cash in my chips and walk away.
Each time the market has tanked
I stayed put and was rewarded for
it. The rest is being handled by the
nephew. Writers don’t make very
good investment experts. That’s
the kid’s job.
He’s not a kid anymore, though.
But I’m still a writer.
• Costco’s stock price has
doubled since 2009.
• Domino’s Pizza saw their stock
grow 233 percent within a year after
changing their pizza recipe.

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com (979) 849-5407 February 27, 2018 THE BULLETIN Page 7
closely with the U.S. Coast Guard
held various positions throughout
during heavy weather and emerhis career including Ship Superingency events to relay critical infortendent, Vessel Agency, Terminal
Freeport Harbor Channel,” said Paul
mation both to and from maritime
Operator, Terminal Manager, and
Kresta, Port Freeport Commission
community and industry partners.
Port Captain.
Chairman.
Captain Burns has served the
Mr. Durel joined Port Freeport as
The Port Coordination Team is
Brazos Pilots for 20 years. He
Director of Operations in 1999 and
an essential group of area port
began working with the Port Coordiserves on numerous committees
representatives that work together
nation Team upon its establishment
including the PCT – Port Coordito keep communication flowing
in the early 2000s.
nation Team, BMAT – Brazosport
throughout the maritime and indusAl Durel graduated from the
Marine Action Team and Lone Star
try communities. The team works
University of New Orleans and has
Harbor Safety Committee.

Coast Guard honors Port Freeport and Brazos Pilots leaders
Port Freeport Director of Operations, Al Durel, and Brazos Pilots
Association President, Captain Billy
Burns, were recently honored by the
U.S. Coast Guard for their service
during the events of Hurricane
Harvey.
Rear Admiral Paul Thomas
presented the award to the Greater
Houston-Galveston Port Coordination Team at the recent Lone Star
Harbor Safety Committee meeting.
“The resiliency of operations in
Port Freeport after this disastrous
event is a result of their leadership, cooperation and commitment

to maintaining safe and secure
waterways,” said Phyllis Saathoff,
Port Freeport Executive Director/
CEO. “This is a great honor for Mr.
Durel and Captain Burns, the Port
Coordination Team and the Port
community.”
Mr. Durel and Captain Burns were
also recognized for their service at
a recent Port Freeport Commission
meeting. “The dedication by both
Mr. Durel and Captain Burns to the
Port Coordination Team during the
preparation for and response to
Hurricane Harvey was instrumental in the timely reopening of the

Coast Guard District Eight Commander Rear Admiral Paul Thomas
recognizes the Houston-Galveston Port Coordination Team with the
Coast Guard Public Service Commendation.
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It was a pretty uneventful Olympics for the United States. We sent 250
athletes to South Kore and expected to get a sack full of medals, like we
always do, but it wasn’t meant to be. Norway, Germany and Canada finished
ahead of us.
And where were the controversies? The best PyeongChang 2018 Olympic
Winter Games had to offer was one Russian curler flunking a doping test. Of
course it had to be a Russian, but a curler?
Come on. Why would a curler dope up to get an advantage sweeping
the ice? If you’re going to cheat, do it to jump longer or ski faster, but not to
sweep the ice better. That’s a little lame. He must have been drugged. Sure.

(979) 849-5407 February 27, 2018 THE BULLETIN Page 9

Happy 75th Birthday Lake Jackson

Happ y 75th Birth day Lake Jacks on

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
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BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Parks Dept. makes Renovations continue at S.F. Austin Park
pitch at RV show

sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with airconditioned dormitories, cabins, lake
& bayou fishing, swimming pool &
wooded trails.
sTwo full-service RV campgrounds
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted
fishing areas, covered pavilions,
playground on the coast.
s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman Davidson, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr.,
Brian Wilmer
SPONSORS
The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation
Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach
House Associates), The Bulletin
Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers
who help clean the beaches, stake out
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand
with programs, and add so much to the
county’s parks and to our communities. To
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

The Brazoria County Parks
Department hosted an exhibitor
booth at the 2018 Houston RV
Show earlier this month to promote
the county managed beachside RV
parks. Park rangers, supervisors,
and headquarters staff all teamed
together to talk about Brazoria
County at the largest RV show in
the state. The booth had visitors
from across Texas, and even some
locals that came by to discuss their
past experiences at both San Luis
Pass and Quintana Beach county
parks.

Lampheads await installation outside of Stephen F. Austin park.
Renovations to Stephen F. Austin-Munson Historical County Park continue
into 2018 with the delivery of Victorian-style street lamps to light up the newly
paved parking lot. Since it’s induction into the county parks system in 2016,
the park and statue have been improved and refurbished to better serve
the community. The paving of the parking lot made a positive difference to
visitors, and the new street lamps will add not only light, but a touch of flair to
blend in with the already historically themed site.

New brochures
available free at
park offices

With numerous events coming
up in both the spring and summer
season, the Brazoria County Parks
Department developed a new brochure to share with the community.
Updated with new park maps, boat
ramps, social media profiles, and
park images, the latest brochure
gives you everything you need to
know about the Brazoria County
parks system. Be sure to pick one
up at our headquarters office, or at
any of our park offices, to share with
your friends and family.

Parks supervisors attend A&M seminar

Programs
coordinator
Mike
Mullenweg and Yogi Bear from
Jellystone Parks.

On Feb. 13-14, a handful of
Brazoria County Parks Department
supervisors attended the Texas
A&M Wildlife and Fisheries Specialist Academy in College Station.
The seminar provided training to
our employees regarding natural
resource-related programs and projects. After completing the training,
attendees are asked to serve their
own communities by training others

to become informed and proactive
volunteers.

Brochure cover.
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Schedule of events
Sunday, March 11, 2 to
5 p.m.: History Talk, Texas’s
Revolutionary Women. Join us
as we follow the story of Ann
Raney Thomas, 26-year-old
Bailey’s Prairie resident back
in 1836, exploring the mass
civilian evacuation that became
known as the Runaway Scrape.
For more information, call the
Stephen F. Austin park at (979)
849-5965.
Saturday, March 10, 9
a.m. to noon: Spring Paddling
Event #1. Come join the Small
Watercraft Club as they hold a
paddling event on one of the
waterways in Brazoria County.
Bring your own boat or borrow
one of ours. Great for families
and first-time paddlers. Location TBD. For information or
reservations, call (979) 864-1152
or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com
Thursday, March 15, 9 to
11 a.m.: Migration Haven. Join
the park interpreter for a walk
through the Quintana Neotropical
Bird Sanctuary during the spring
migration. Hundreds of birds
stop off here and refuel after
their long flight across the Gulf.
Learn all about the birds and
where to find them. For more

information, call (979)864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Friday, March 16, 9 a.m. to
noon: Kid’s Fishing Derby at San
Luis Pass County Park. Spend
the afternoon learning the safe
and fun way to fish and then head
to our brand new “Kid’s Fishing
Area” for your own fishing tournament. The fishing area has been
stocked with over 4,000 fish for
you to catch. For information or
reservations, call (979)864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Saturday, March 17, 9 a.m.
to noon: Spring Paddling Event
#2. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling
event on one of the waterways in
Brazoria County. Bring your own
boat or borrow one of ours. Great
for families and first time paddlers. Location TBA. For information or reservations, call Mike
Mullenweg at (979)864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Saturday, April 14, 9 a.m.
to noon: Spring Paddling Event
#3. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling
event on one of the waterways in
Brazoria County. Bring your own
boat or borrow one of ours. Great
for families and first-time paddlers.
Location TBD. For information or

reservations, call (979)864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Saturday, April 21, 9 a.m. to
noon: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Spring
Clean-Up. Volunteers gather at 9
a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a
general beach clean-up. Dress for
the weather and bring along some
water. Supplies provided; lunch
afterward. For more information,
contact the coordinators Mike at
(979)864-1152 (Surfside) or Patty
at (979)233-1461 (Quintana).
Saturday, April 21, 1 to 3
p.m.: Migration Haven. Join the
park interpreter for a walk through
the Quintana Neotropical Bird
Sanctuary during the spring migration. Hundreds of birds stop off
here and refuel after their long flight
across the Gulf. Learn all about the
birds and where to find them. For
more information, call (979)8641152 or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com
Saturday, May 12, 9 a.m.
to noon: Spring Paddling Event
#4. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling
event on one of the waterways in
Brazoria County. Bring your own
boat or borrow one of ours. Great
for families and first-time paddlers.
Location TBD. For information or
reservations, call (979)864-1152 or

CLIP AND SAVE
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Saturday, June 9, 9 a.m. to
noon: Summer Paddling Event
#1. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling
event on one of the waterways in
Brazoria County. Bring your own
boat or borrow one of ours. Great
for families and first-time paddlers.
Location TBD. For information or
reservations, call (979)864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
June 18-21: Nature Camp
at Camp Mohawk County Park.
Outdoor nature-related programming with the Brazoria County
Master Naturalists. Ages 7-12.
$30 per camper; limited space
available. Pre-registration
required. For information or
reservations, call (979)864-1152,
or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com.
Saturday, June 23, 9 a.m.
to noon: Summer Paddling Event
#2. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling
event on one of the waterways in
Brazoria County. Bring your own
boat or borrow one of ours. Great
for families and first-time paddlers.
Location TBD. For information or
reservations, call (979)864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Saturday, July 14, 9 a.m.

to noon: Summer Paddling
Event #3. Come join the Small
Watercraft Club as they hold a
paddling event on one of the
waterways in Brazoria County.
Bring your own boat or borrow
one of ours. Great for families
and first-time paddlers. Location TBD. For information or
reservations, call (979)864-1152
or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com
July 16-19: Nature Camp
at Quintana Beach County
Park. Outdoor nature-related
programming with the Brazoria
County Master Naturalists. Ages
7-12. $30 per camper; limited
space available. Pre-registration required. For information or
reservations, call (979)864-1152,
or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com.
Saturday, July 21, 9 a.m.
to noon: Summer Paddling
Event #4. Come join the Small
Watercraft Club as they hold a
paddling event on one of the
waterways in Brazoria County.
Bring your own boat or borrow
one of ours. Great for families
and first-time paddlers. Location TBD. Call (979)864-1152
or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com.

Page 12 THE BULLETIN February 27, 2018 (979) 849-5407 www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Want to make the lightning of fame and fortune strike you? Choose a profession other than writing
(Continued from Page 1)

ties had to guess the occupation
of a contestant by asking him or
her some questions. The broadly
grinning contestant that night was
a fellow named Jimmy Carter, and
his occupation was governor of
Georgia. He stumped the panel; one
of them said he just didn’t look like a
governor.

I’m sure he wasn’t completely
unknown, though he certainly was
to me. Not to mention to that panel.
I would hope that Georgians would
have known who their chief executive was. But the point is that not
too long after that program aired we
all knew full well who Jimmy Carter
was. He shot out of his state like a
rocket, not unlike another governor,

Bill Clinton, would some years later.
Ronald Reagan had, at least, acted
in a lot of bad movies and one or
two pretty good ones. So we had
a preconceived notion of him; we
knew who he was. We had to get to
know Carter and Clinton after their
sudden elevations, sort of like onthe-job training.
Then there are nominees for the
Supreme Court, who are plucked
– almost certainly for political reasons – from years of total anonymity as jurists on one federal bench
or another. Then – abracadabra!
– they’re all the rage, their confirmation hearings the stuff of high drama
and intense media coverage. Suddenly we know their favorite foods
and what magazines they subscribe
to.
One of my writing students wondered, in a class discussion a few
years ago , how she might go about
becoming famous. She wanted to
know if it’s possible to make the
lightning strike.
I told her I don’t have a clue.
Lightning hasn’t struck anywhere
close to me, and it’s not likely to. To
tell you the truth, my particular field
doesn’t offer much when it comes
to fame. A Pulitzer Prize would be
nice. But, be honest now, can you
name one Pulitzer laureate for writing in the recent past? I didn’t think

so. Writers take something like a
monk’s vow to scribble away in the
shadows, under the radar, out of the
limelight.
In other words, writers usually
aren’t very good lightning rods.
But, oddly, some very unlikely
personalities are. Take Paris Hilton,
who managed to explode unto the
scene and stay there without any
discernible talent whatsoever. Go
figure.
If my young student who so wants
to be famous can sing, I guess she
can try out for “American Idol.” But
if she’s depending on writing getting
her there, she can either plagiarize
something and get herself in the
news and on Oprah or she can actually sit down and write something
worthy of the world’s attention.
Or she can just wait for lightning
to strike.
But, if that’s her course, she’d
better have herself a back-up plan.
Because lightning is random and
capricious.
When I was in college, one of
my classmates asked Dr. Grisham,
our Constitutional Law professor,
the best strategy – the “secret”, as

it were – to becoming a Supreme
Court justice. That old fellow, who
never showed any inclination of a
sense of humor or any real interest
in anything other than landmark
court cases, thought a long moment
and then said that he supposed
a young lawyer might cultivate
friendships with as many people as
possible who stand even a remote
chance of one day running for
president.
“Beyond that,” he said, taking off
his glasses and rubbing his sad, old
eyes, “prayer might be your only
option.”
Ron Rozelle’s columns can be
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great
Fiction: Description & Setting,”
and nine other books of fiction and
nonfiction.
• Chuck Palahniuk was inspired to
write the book ‘Fight Club’ after getting in a fist fight on a camping trip.
• According to some astronomers,
Pluto used to be one of Neptune’s
moons, but it somehow broke out of
its orbit.

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Soda __: fountain worker
2 Tied, as a score
3 Out of danger
4 Hard to believe
5 Checkpoint requirements: Abbr.
6 Conduct, in report card comments
7 Curly-horned goat
8 Sprinkled widely
9 GI show gp.
10 Detachment of fighter jets
11 Subtle glow
12 Nasty cut
13 Fleecy farm females
18 “Don’t Be Cruel” singer
19 Chin indentation
24 Simpson trial judge
26 Weather map “L”
27 Tens and twenties
28 “None of the above” choice
29 Love, in Rome
30 NBA great Shaquille
31 __ d’Alene, Idaho
32 Room-filling computer unveiled
in 1946
36 Magazine you can read forward
and backward?
38 Like shiny shoes
40 Flipped during frying, as eggs
43 Austrian “a”
44 The devil
46 Tampa-to-Palm Beach dir.
47 Pest control target
50 Unidentified flying radar blips
51 Transfer, as computer data
54 Bandstand boosters
55 “Present!”
56 Summit
58 Golden St. campus
60 Folksy Guthrie
61 Tiny time meas.
62 Search for
64 Vague quantity
65 “__ MisŽrables”
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Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

BOGGLE ANSWERS

21 Figure skating leap
22 Satisfied sounds
23 Tel __, Israel
25 Use an acetylene torch on
27 Multinational military alliance
33 PIN requester
34 In a bit
35 Words before “Happy New Year!”
37 Explore eBay
39 Vintage roadster
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PUG HOUND BOXER BEAGLE COLLIE POODLE POINTER

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

ACROSS
1 Son of God, in a Bach cantata
5 Sacred wading bird of ancient
Egypt
9 English class topic
14 Novelist Hunter
15 Outstanding credit
16 __ Valley, Calif.: 1960 Winter
Olympics site
17 Pre-exam review session
20 Prepare to propose

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
41 Pop singer Diamond
42 Medal of Honor recipients
45 State firmly
48 Delta rival: Abbr.
49 Reporter’s trustworthy contact
52 “What have I gotten myself __?”
53 Bring in from the fields
54 Cries from successful solvers
57 Flu symptom
59 Sounds of thunder
63 Coin-operated kiddie ride
66 Spin docs
67 “If all __ fails ... “
68 Out of the wind
69 Shabby
70 Puts into words
71 Where boats tie up
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MR. MORRIS

By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

DID YOU KNOW?

• Taphophobia is the fear of being
placed in a grave while still alive as a
result of being inaccurately pronounced dead.
• Norway has the most Olympic
medal winners of all time, followed by
the United States.
• The atmosphere distorts light so
much on Venus that you can see the
back of your head while looking at the
horizon.

• 20 years ago, Sony could have
purchased all of Marvel’s movie rights
for $25 million but decided not to.
• The Titanic wasn’t described as
“unsinkable” until after the ship sank.
• Of the world’s top 25 venomous
snakes, Australia has 21.
• A study found that outdoor activities have the strongest restorative
effect on our mental health.
• All stormtroopers are left handed.

THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

old that you can rely upon as the upcoming week unfurls.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You may receive more
attention than you deserve. Your flirtatious mannerisms
may interfere with a partner’s plans. Enjoy new contacts
and plenty of social activities in the week ahead.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Use your imagination.
Conceive of ways to put a positive spin on situations so
that you come out on top. As this week unfolds, you may
be given an opportunity to make beneficial changes.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Find a budget
buddy. In the week ahead, you might spend time analyzing your expenses and resources. The pennies you often
spend here and there on little things could mount up.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): It is difficult to be
carefree when locked into a serious mood. Give in to
sentiment and put family pictures in order. Make your
home a pleasant, restful haven as the week progresses.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): It pays to discriminate,
especially about romantic hookups. In the week ahead,
you may be tempted to accept the first offer that comes
your way. Remember there will be no doubts with true
love.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Keep the faith. Sleep on
major questions and concerns, and wake with the perfect
answer. Important decisions may be made with little effort
if you are patient in the upcoming week.

History of the World
Feb. 26: ON THIS DATE in
1815, Napoleon Bonaparte escaped
from the Island of Elba to begin
his second conquest of France. In
1993, militant Islamic extremists
exploded a bomb in the parking
garage of New York’s World Trade
Center, killing six people and injuring more than 1,000.
Feb. 27: ON THIS DATE in
1922, the Supreme Court upheld the
19th Amendment, which guarantees
the right of women to vote. In 1997,
divorce was legalized in Ireland.
Feb. 28: ON THIS DATE in
1827, the first U.S. railroad chartered to carry passengers and
freight, the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad Co., was incorporated.
In 1993, a gun battle erupted at a

compound near Waco, Texas, when
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms agents tried to serve warrants on the Branch Davidians. Four
agents and six cultists were killed as
a 51-day standoff began.
March 1: ON THIS DATE in
1932, the infant son of Charles and
Anne Lindbergh was kidnapped
from their home near Hopewell, N.J.
In 1954, Puerto Rican nationalists
opened fire from the gallery of the
U.S. House of Representatives,
wounding five congressmen.
March 2: ON THIS DATE in
1836, Texas declared its independence from Mexico. In 1877,
Republican Rutherford B. Hayes
was declared winner of the 1876
presidential election over Democrat

DID YOU KNOW?

• A man in Los Angeles once called 911 to complain that he hadn’t gotten
cheese on his hamburger.
• Meditation can reduce feelings of loneliness and the expression of genes
which cause inflammation.
• During the War of 1812, Canadian forces captured and held Detroit for
nearly 4 months.
• The Nigerian film industry, or Nollywood, is second largest in the world in
terms of numbers of films produced.
• There are companies in the US offering goats for rent.

By Mark Andrews

Tribune Content Agency

Samuel J. Tilden, even though
Tilden had won more popular votes.
March 3: ON THIS DATE in
1931, “The Star-Spangled Banner”
officially became the national
anthem of the United States. In
1991, in a case that sparked a
national outcry, motorist Rodney
King was severely beaten by Los
Angeles police officers in a scene
captured on amateur video.
March 4: ON THIS DATE in
1789, the Constitution of the United
States went into effect as the first
federal Congress met in New York.
In 1829, an unruly crowd mobbed
the White House during the inaugural reception for President Andrew
Jackson.
Answer to last week’s
question: This week in 1972,
sculpted figures of Jefferson Davis,
Robert E. Lee and “Stonewall”
Jackson were completed at Stone
Mountain, Ga.
This week’s question: In
1971, who defeated Muhammad Ali
to retain the heavyweight-boxing
crown?
Mark Andrews can be reached at
mlandrews@embarqmail.com.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SENSE RHYME ZODIAC ANNUAL
Answer: Her bowl of romaine, dressing, parmesan and croutons looked so yummy, he wanted to -- “SEIZE HER” SALAD

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You are like the little
train that could. Just continue to think positively, and
even an uphill climb will be possible. In the week
ahead, focus on networking and making new friends.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Your best qualities
could be on display in the week ahead, so don’t miss a
chance to charm someone who can help your career.
You may have some good ideas to increase your net
worth.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Accept minor irritations
with good grace. A friend may push you off your couch
to persuade you to do something physical. Focus on
accepting challenges with poise and tact in the week
ahead.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Drum up support and
promote your dreams. People are likely to provide the
helping hand you need to get projects off the ground in
the week ahead. A partner may be especially thrifty.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take baby steps. It might
not be a lack of ambition, but feeling the weight of
responsibilities that prevents you from trying to get
ahead. Be a perfectionist about ethics in the week to
come.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): It may not be fun, but
it will be dependable. Rather than being restless for
thrills, be grateful for a steady diet of the same-same-
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