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An ode to old
Pearland

The city wasn’t always
a crowded subdivision
with bad traffic.
By John Toth

Editor and Publisher

Several decades ago I got a
phone call from then-Pearland
Police Chief P.M. “Mike” Hogg.
“We’ll be closing off 35 so they
can crash a
train into a car. I
thought you’d be
interested,” he
said.
As a reporter
covering
this area for
RAMBLINGS the Houston
Chronicle, I
would indeed be very interested in
something like that. It’s not every
day that a Union Pacific train
crashes into a car on the railroad
track on purpose.
Mike retired from the Pealrand
Police Deaprtment in 1999. He used

(Continued on Page 11)
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Bulletin treats some lucky readers to Supercross tickets

I’LL WORRY ABOUT THAT WHEN I GET THIS BABY IN
THE AIR: An 18-year-old kid tried to steal a twin-engine jet from the
Texarkana Regional Airport so he could fly to Illinois to see rapper
Famous Dex perform. His lack of training as a pilot didn’t concern him as
he believed that all that was required to fly a plane was “pulling levers and
pushing buttons.” He is being examined by mental health professionals.
I’M ON MY WAY, SWEETIE! In an effort to visit her boyfriend,
which was forbidden by her parents, a 14-year-old girl ordered a pizza to
be delivered to her neighborhood in Lehigh Acres, Fla., and then hid in
the nearby woods and waited for the driver to show up. When he did, she
ran out and stole his car.
DARLING, PLEASE BE REASONABLE! A man’s mistress,
wearing a full bridal gown, showed up at his wedding in South Africa,
causing a major commotion and prompting the groom to try and calm her
down and get her to leave. But he could not stop her from approaching
the bride and apparently giving her opinion of the man she was about to
marry.
OF COURSE IT’S MY CAR, OFFICER, WHY DO YOU ASK?
A man drove a stolen car to the county jail in Lawrenceville, Ga., to bail
out his girlfriend who had been arrested for driving a different stolen car.
Officers confronted him in the parking lot.
I’M FEELING STRANGE IN AN UNEXPECTED WAY: In an
effort to trap his roommate, who he suspected of stealing prescription
drugs from him, a man put laxatives into a container marked Hydrocodone – a powerful prescription opioid -- put it in his bedroom in their
Pinellas Park, Fla., home, and set up a camera. The roommate took the
bait and stole the laxatives which guarantee “predictable overnight relief”
from constipation. Arresting officers said he admitted taking the pills, and
was surprised at the result.
WELL THEN, NO GIFT FOR YOU: A vegetarian bride in Australia
refused to invite meat-eating family members to her wedding, because
she considered them “murderers.”
A WHAT-STORM? A sudden, violent windstorm swept through an
outdoor event hurled a pair of porta-potties high into the air, spewing their
contents onto the people in the crowd.
HERE’S WHAT I THINK OF YOUR REGULATIONS! … GLUG,
GLUG, GLUG: A woman tried to slip a $200 bottle of imported cognac in
her carry-on luggage past airport security in Beijing. Rather than putting
it into her checked baggage or mailing it to her home as required, she sat
down and drank the entire bottle of Rémy Martin XO Excellence herself.
This caused her to begin “acting wildly and yelling incoherently.” The cops
had her family come pick her up.
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Our Supercross Ticket Give-Away
contest has garnered a tremedous
response from our readers, and we
have selected the winners.
We jump-started the 2019 ticket
giveaways with this March 30 event
at the NRG Center in Houston, and
it turned out to be a good decision.
Throughout the year we’ll bring
you many more chances to win free
entertainment and event tickets to
major attractions.
“We are always on the lookout for
different events we can introduce to
our readers, and of course we have
the popular ones like Supercross,
Schlitterbahn and the Historical
Homes Tour,” said editor and publisher John Toth. “We’re working on
something all the time.”
The Bulletin also ran a Facebook
contest for Supercross tickets.
Those winners will be announced
on Facebook. The winners of the
newspaper contest have been
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mailed four tickets each to the NRG
event. The total value of the tickets
per winner is $120.00.
The winners of the newspaper
contest are:
Christina Watson of Lake
Jackon, who wrote that she wanted
to take her children to Supercross;
Justin Paira of Sweeny, who said

“watching motorcycles fly through
the air is AWESOME;
Vincent Garza of Angleton, who
wrote that his son loves motorcycles
and missed Monster Jam; and
Mary Perez of Alvin, who wrote
that she wanted to go to Supercross
“to see the faces on our greatgrandkids.”

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
FAKE LIQUOR
Q. Getting ready to open your
favorite bottle of Scotch, you notice
that it seems slightly off-color and a
little too full. “Oh, no! Could this be
whisky fraud?”
A. “Fakes are often a response to
sudden bursts of demand for a particular product. Counterfeit Scotch,
for example, is most common in
places where legitimate suppliers
cannot keep pace with consumers’
thirst for the liquor,” says Lucas
Laursen in “Scientific American”
magazine. Owners of the high-end
brands are hurt by the fraud, but
consumers can pay a higher price,
becoming ill or even dying, as happened recently in India where six
people died and 30 were sickened
from methanol poisoning after drinking black market liquor. Plus, profits
for counterfeiters can be high, while
the sentences for getting caught are
much more lenient than those for
trafficking illegal drugs.
Whisky researchers like Shona
Harrison of the Scotch Whisky
Research Institute are at the
forefront of the burgeoning science
of food-fraud detection. As she
explains, spirits have unique chemical and biological signatures, so if a
testing technique works for whisky,

“then we can be sure it works for
other spirit categories.” One project
led by chemist David Ellis involves
using a spectroscopic method for
profiling Scotch “through bottle,”
someday allowing anyone to quickly
screen bottles and decide whether
to send them to the whisky authorities for a full analysis or whether it is
safe to buy and enjoy them.”
BTW: “Whisky” is the accepted
spelling in Great Britain, Canada
and Japan; “whiskey” (with “e”
added) is used in the United States
and Ireland.
DOLPHIN WATCH
Q. How did Kelly, a really smart
bottlenose dolphin, help protect
her mates after Hurricane Katrina
destroyed their home at the Marine
Life Oceanarium, stranding them in
the Gulf of Mexico?
A First, a bit of background:
Trainers taught Kelly and the other
seven dolphins to keep their pool
clean by rewarding them for picking
up trash or for removing birds that
had flown into the tank, says Dan
Lewis on his “Now I Know” website.
Knowing that a fish was given for
each bit of trash retrieved, Kelly
began hiding some under a rock at
the bottom of the pool. Then when
a trainer came by, Kelly would tear
off a small piece, get her fish, then
go back to get another piece for
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another fish.
And, as reported by “The Guardian,” when a gull flew into her pool,
she grabbed it and gave it to the
trainer, who in turn rewarded her
with lots of fish for the big bird.
Kelly then began to save the last
fish she was fed, hid it under the
rock, and when a trainer left, she
retrieved the fish and used it to lure
more gulls.
Now to the smart strategy: Per
“Hakai Magazine,” she and another
dolphin “constantly positioned themselves four or five meters behind
the others, watching for sharks and
any other dangers.” As Lewis says,
“Kelly kept them safe by keeping
them contained — the octet strayed
less than a kilometer from the site of
the Oceanarium ruins.”
EXOSKELETON
Q. What’s the spin on a person
donning an exoskeleton to handle a
Mustang?
A. If the Mustang is a Ford
Mustang and the person is an
assembly-line worker, wearing an
exoskeleton may reduce shoulder
injuries from constantly reaching up,
says Leah Crane in “New Scientist”
magazine. In the Flat Rock, Michigan, Ford plant, cars wind their way
through the huge building with tires
at eye level and workers beneath,
attaching bits of plastic and securing
fasteners.
The EksoVest has “compressed
springs to support the arms when
they are overhead, diverting weight
to the larger muscles lower in
the body.” Weighing about four
kilograms (nine pounds), it looks like
a folded bicycle and wearing it feels
halfway between carrying a large
backpack and putting on a climbing
harness. At a cost of $6,000, it’s a
lot less expensive than treatment for
shoulder injuries.
For example, if a worker lifts tools
above his head some 6,000 times
a day, “that’s saving him more than
20 Mustangs’ worth of weight,” says
manufacturing ergonomics head
Marty Smets.
Now work is under way to
develop other types of exoskeletons
to assist with jobs elsewhere on
the production line, like bending
over most of the day to attach parts
inside the cars.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin
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Memories are made of this: Taking driver’s education in high school using a stick-shift Falcon
By Edward A. Forbes
Special to The Bulletin

My freshman year in high school
was the beginning of a fun time and
experience at Luling High School.
The driver education course offered
in school was a prime example.
Classroom credit offered in
a course that was a desire of a
lifetime’s fulfillment. The youth of
today don’t seem to attach as much
importance to driving a car as we
did in the days of yore.
I had been driving since I was
around 9 years old, but I had never
driven on a road with other cars. My
experience was driving in the fields
that we owned in Alvin.
We were city dwellers in Luling
and driving in town was not an
option from sixth grade on. Then
driver education and licensure

became an all-consuming ambition.
We had to pass the written test
before we would be issued a learners permit and begin training behind
the wheel.
Mr. Dahlberg must have been
a man of courage as he was our
instructor in the famous Ford
Falcon. We had a standard transmission in those days and probably
a well-worn brake pedal on the dual
control side.
I only remember a couple of our
journeys in drivers education. We
set out on a pretty day, and Leon
Fasse was in our group. Leon’s dad
was the town police chief and he
had only come to live with his dad
recently so we didn’t know him very
well.
Leon had obviously been driving
around some town a lot. He was

given the controls and told to drive
to Seguin. The Luling to Seguin
route was on Highway 90 and
crossed the San Marcos River on a
metal engineered highway bridge.
There were metal girders to the
right of us, metal girders to the left
of us and metal girders over us. I
had driven a good bit as a youngster, but it was in open pastures and
the most I had to do was follow the
ruts left by other vehicles.
Leon took off slightly above the
speed limit in our little Ford Falcon,
left elbow out the window, one
hand on wheel occasionally groping
for a nonexistent cigarette. We
were slightly nervous, but it was
unfounded as we discovered he
was a very competent driver. I provided the thrills during a subsequent
lesson.
We had been motoring around
Luling with no problem, and I was
feeling comfortable behind the
wheel. The instructor then informed
me that we were going to execute
the DL turn.
We were driving south (on S.
Walnut I think) on a very narrow
street. On our right, there was a
deep gulley. Luckily for us the street
had curbs. The DL turn is a version
of the U Turn for streets so narrow
that even a small car like the Falcon
couldn’t make it.

He explained that you back up to
side of road, then shift into forward
and finish the turn. He kept up a
running commentary, and when
I was backed up to the curb, he
halted me and gave a lecture about
looking for traffic before beginning
the maneuver.
He succeeded in making me
nervous, and I forgot what gear we
were in (manual transmission young
folks) and started accelerating. The
rear wheels started climbing the
curb and Tommie Burris in the back
seat started yelling “He’s going to
kill us all.”
This did nothing to help with my
nerves, but I did stop. I shifted into
first and finished the DL turn with
Tommie announcing all the way that
I had tried to kill us all.
Tommie also contributed to
another memory. We were up on the

second floor, looking out the window
when poor Debora Dunham got
behind the wheel. She was learning
the manual transmission dance at
the same time she was learning
to drive. Tommie said “That has to
be Debora driving - she looks like
a bunny rabbit hopping down the
street.”
I successfully completed drivers education and took the driving
portion in our family car, which I had
never driven since we took drivers
ed in a small Ford Falcon.
The Plymouth was a four-door six
cylinder behemoth. It was, comparatively speaking, like driving a tank.
My only mistake in the driving test
was bumping the rear pole during
parallel parking. I told the patrolman
that it was my first time to drive the
car and he gave me an 86.
I was a licensed driver.
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There is etiquette, and then there is the real world
By Ernie Williamson

moving through the house. There
would be no way to get to my van,
Oops! Sorry! My mistake!
no restaurants, no movie theatres,
In last week’s column I mentioned
no gym, no library, no visits to the
being “wheelchair-bound.”
grandkids.
Little did I know this violates the
So having proven that you are
rules of etiquette for interacting with
never too old to learn, I wondered if
persons with disabilities. So says
there were other etiquette guidethe United Spinal Association.
lines all of us – disabled or not
You would think after 7 years in a
– should observe.
wheelchair I would know better.
OTHER WORDS TO AVOID
The association’s guidelines
Etiquette: Don’t use outdated
recommend saying “person who
terms like “handicapped” or “cripuses a wheelchair”
pled.” Be aware
and not “wheelThe View from My Seat that many people
chair-bound” or
with disabilities
“confined to a wheelchair.” Accordalso dislike euphemistic terms like
ing to the group, “The wheelchair
“physically challenged” and “differis what enables the person to get
ently-abled.”
around and participate in society.
Comment: I didn’t know about
It’s liberating, not confining.”
“handicapped.” It seems a bunch of
My first reaction was to rail
parking signs are in violation. But
against political correctness. I
I do notice fewer “Handicapped”
was going to write an old-fogy rant
parking signs and more “Reserved”
about how I had never thought of
signs that also display the wheelmy wheelchair as liberating and
chair logo. Frankly, I don’t care
that I do feel “bound” to it, and it is
whether parking signs say “Handi“confining.”
capped” or “Reserved.” I just
When sanity took over, however, I
want the spot to be empty and not
realized how liberating my chair can
occupied by somebody who doesn’t
be. Without it, there would be no
need it.
Special to The Bulletin

Health education can also be fun

Gathering Place Brain Fair set for March 23

Organizers of the 5th annual Brain Fair at the County Fairgrounds believe
that people will develop healthier living habits when key components – exercise and nutrition – are presented to them in a way that is enjoyable and
interactive. The event is scheduled for Sat., March. 23, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Since Gathering Place Interfaith Ministries began Brazoria County’s Brain
Fair, one of only three in the United States, they have offered high-energy
exercise instruction, exceptional physician presenters, and educational activities for youngsters in addition to conventional health fair exhibits.
Lake Jackson neurologists Dr. Forbes Barnwell and Dr. Blair Krell will man
tables from 10 a.m. until noon, where they can answer questions and visit
with fairgoers.
Glenn LaMont and Pat Williams will kick the day off with a high-energy
Zumba number. Line dancing, hula, Tai Chi, and belly dancing lessons will
be offered by professional instructors. Free tests and screenings will include
depression, glucose, blood pressure, body mass index, oxygen level, hand
strength, vision, and memory.
Eldercare attorney Mary Peter Cudd will be available for free consultation,
and those attending can have their DNRs and Out-of-Hospital DNRs updated
at a nearby table.
Participants usually come and spend several hours at the Brain Fair. Fair
goers can relax and enjoy coffee and a homemade pastry at the Catholic
Daughters’ Bake Sale.
Brazoria County Gathering Place Interfaith Ministries, Inc., a 501C3 nonprofit, is accepting exhibitors and sponsorships for the Brain Fair. The event
generates funds for 4-hour socials for Alzheimer’s patients at nine area congregations each month; support groups in Alvin and Angleton; Alzheimer’s
prevention Brain Camps; and Alzheimer’s Awareness Project conferences
and memory screenings.
For more information,call Dale Libby at (979) 236-5393.

ASK BEFORE YOU HELP
Etiquette: Just because someone has a disability, don’t assume
the person needs help. Offer assistance only if a person appears to
need it and ask before you act.
Comment: Independence was
important to me during my first
years in the wheelchair.
I wanted to open doors myself.
I wanted to reach the top shelf
without assistance. Now I welcome
all the help I can get. I sometimes
decline offers of assistance, but I
am never offended by them. More
bothersome is having to ask for
help.
EYE-TO-EYE
Etiquette: The height difference
between people in wheelchairs and
able-bodies can create an unspoken feeling of superiority and inferiority. To be safe, when possible sit
or stand at eye-level with the person

who has the disability.
Comment: I have been at the
highs and lows of this issue. I am
6’5”. With few exceptions, like the
time I stood next to Kareem AbdulJabbar in a San Antonio hotel elevator, I spent most of the time before
my illness towering over people. It
is weird now to be looking up.
NOT TO WORRY
Etiquette: Do not apologize for
using expressions such as “let’s go
for a walk” or “I must be running
along.” These expressions are part
of everyday conversation and an
apology will most likely be more
offensive than the words.
Comment: I agree, but it is
interesting how sitting in a wheelchair affects what I hear. When I
returned to work from 6 months of
disability leave, colleagues, trying
to be nice, would say something
like, “Ernie, you are looking good.”
That’s what they said. But what I
heard was “Ernie, you are looking

good for someone in a wheelchair.”
I joke that I probably received more
compliments on my appearance in
those first couple of days back to
work than in my prior 66 years.
IT’S ALWAYS SOMETHING
Etiquette: When someone transfers from a wheelchair to a chair or
bed, don’t move the chair without
asking.
Comment: Common sense,
right? Modern technology, however,
has complicated the issue. I have
a power assist device attached to
my otherwise manual chair. I give it
commands by tapping a wheel with
a Bluetooth connection on my wrist.
It’s great … as long as I remember
to turn it off. Too many times I have
transferred out of the wheelchair
and forgotten to deactivate the wristband, only to find my wheelchair on
the other side of the room. This is
a situation where nobody needs to
ask me if they can help. Please.
Just do it!
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Shot and left for dead, abused pit bull finds perfect owner
By Raegan Scharfetter
The Dallas Morning News

Whiskey the pit bull will never be
whole again after losing a leg when
she was shot and left for dead as a
bait dog.
But she is complete, thanks to a
new master who’s also missing a
limb.
“I imagined what this sweet,
loving dog must be going through,”
said Jeff Meyer of Mansfield, “and
knew I could help.”
Before she was Whiskey, she
was a malnourished and fearful bait
dog named Jessica, used as prey in
dog-fighting bouts.
Abandoned by her old master,
someone left her at the Fort Worth
animal shelter, where veterinarians
saved her life, but not her leg.
She eventually recovered from
her injuries and ended up in the
care of Kristen Flora, a foster-dog
mom who spent five months helping
Whiskey trust people again.

“Watching her overcome so many
obstacles was a joy,” Flora said. “It’s
inspirational to watch a dog with
three limbs and a history of sadness
love and just be, without question
or sadness or anxiety or any of the
things we experience as humans.”
Those challenges are familiar to
Meyer, who was born without part of
his left forearm.
“As a child, and sometimes even
as an adult, I was/am looked at differently by people,” he said.
“Often they will ignore me out of
fear of the unknown.”
Until Meyer came along, Whiskey’s future was uncertain, between
having a disability and being a
breed that “gets a bad rap,” said
Missy Redding, co-founder of the
nonprofit Bull-luv-able Paws.
“The chances of a tri-pawed,
bait-dog pit bull being adopted was
about 1 out of 100,000,” Redding
said. “We were not confident of her

ever being adopted.”
But Whiskey had beaten the odds
before, and she did again, thanks to
a serendipitous Facebook post.
Meyer saw a post by the Lucky
Fin Project, a nonprofit support
network for those born with “limb differences” - and he knew he’d found
a lifelong friend.
Renamed Whiskey, after

something else Meyer loves, she’s
now showered with chew toys and
unconditional affection, and she
gives it right back.
“I know from experience how
others will view her and knew that
she needed her shot at happiness,”
Meyer said. “Lucky for me it’s just
that. She has brought a ton of happiness into our home.”
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Brazoria County Commissioners Court honors VOW22

VOW 22 President-Cofounder
David Vincent was presented with
a Proclamation during Commissioners Court on Tuesday, Feb. 26,
proclaiming March 2 as “VOW 22
Day” in Brazoria County. VOW 22 is
a nonprofit organization comprised
of friends, families and veterans
that have been affected by PTSD.
Pictured left to right: Commissioner
David Linder, Pct. 4; Commissioner
Stacy Adams, Pct. 3; County Judge
Matt Sebesta, VOW 22 President
/Cofounder David Vincent, Veteran
Ricky Richards, Commissioner
Dude Payne, Pct. 1; Commissioner
Ryan Cade, Pct. 2

Brazoria County Counseling Center to hold gala fundraiser
Join the Brazoria County
Counseling Center for its first-ever
“Unmasking the Stigma” gala, and
enjoy the fun, food, music, live
auction, silent auction and special
presentation.
The gala is March 23, 6-10 p.m.
at the Lake Jackson Civic Center.
The attire is semi-formal. Tickets are
$75 and are available for purchase
on the website at www.bccounseli
ngcenter.org. The deadline to purchase tickets is on March 20th.
Brazoria County Counseling
Center is a 501(c)3 non-profit counseling center with offices located in
Angleton and Pearland. BCCC pro-

vides counseling to children, youth,
families and individuals. They also
offer specialized Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder therapy to veterans
and anyone who suffers from PTSD.
According to BCCC, Brazoria
County has a high suicide rate and
limited mental health resources.
BCCC strives to provide mental
health counseling free or at a
reduced rate for those who are
underinsured or uninsured. The
gala fundraiser will help the staff
continue to provide free or affordable counseling to Brazoria County
residents.
BCCC lends itself as a training

center for students pursuing their
Master’s degree in counseling and
interns working on their clinical
hours for state licensing. BCCC
clinicians pride themselves on their
passion and dedication to helping
those with mental health needs in
Brazoria County, according to staff
members.
In addition, funds from the gala
fundraiser will also allow BCCC to
pay clinical interns as they complete
3000 state-required hours for full
licensing.
For more information, please feel
free to call the BCCC office at (979)
549-0889.
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Amazon collects refund for 2018, pays no tax in 2017
By Laura Davison

Bloomberg News (TNS)

WASHINGTON –– Amazon.com
does not plan to pay the IRS anything this tax season.
The world’s largest retailer simply
took advantage of long-standing,
low-profile tax deductions. It paid
its employees in stock, built new
warehouses and used tax breaks
granted when the company wasn’t
profitable.
Amazon’s projected $129 million
refund highlights how companies

can use the complexities of the U.S.
tax code for their own benefit. As a
tech company with highly appreciated stock that also relies on fulfillment centers and shipping hubs,
Amazon is uniquely situated to use
the full range of preferences baked
into the tax laws.
And it wasn’t an unusual bumper
year in 2018 that led to Amazon’s $0
tax bill. It didn’t pay any federal tax
in 2017, either.
That feeds into the public’s
annoyance that a company with

My Answer by Billy Graham

Don’t be a slave to lust and pride

Q: In our local paper, your
column is printed on the same
page as the comics, which I think
is very fitting. How can anyone
take religion seriously today? I
outgrew religion years ago, and it’s
great to be free of all that nonsense. - D.B.B.
A: Your question saddened me
very much, not just because you
have rejected God and pushed
Him out of your life, but especially
because you seem to have closed
your mind to the possibility that
you might be wrong.
Why are you this way? Your
letter suggests the answer: You
want to be free to live any way you
want to, without worrying about
God or His standards of right and
wrong. And you’ve probably convinced yourself this is the best way
to live; you even look with scorn
at those you think are enslaved by

their faith in Christ.
But in reality you are the one
who is enslaved, because you
are a slave to your own lusts and
pride. And sadly, someday you’ll
begin to realize this. Instead of
finding lasting happiness and
peace, you’ll end up restless and
unfulfilled.
You’ll experience what the
writer of Ecclesiastes in the Old
Testament discovered: “When I
surveyed all that my hands had
done ... everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind”
(Ecclesiastes 2:11).
Don’t be a slave any longer,
but face honestly the emptiness of
your life. Then discover the lasting
joy and peace that only come from
knowing Christ. God loves you; He
loves you so much that He sent
His only Son, Jesus Christ, into the
world to free you from your sins.
You’ll never be the same once you
discover this truth. The Bible says,
“If the Son sets you free, you will
be free indeed” (John 8:36).

more than $232 billion in revenue
and led by the world’s richest man
–– Jeff Bezos –– doesn’t pay taxes.
That annoyance boiled over in
New York this month when Amazon,
which had been offered as much as
$3 billion in tax incentives to build a
second headquarters in New York,
dropped the plan, which was fiercely
opposed by local politicians and
community activists.
“I get the frustration out there, but
it’s not like they’re doing anything
illegal,” said Brian Yarbrough, a
senior equities analyst at Edward
Jones. “It’s how the tax law works.”
Despite having hundreds of
billions in revenue, the company
booked only about $9.4 billion in
profit in 2018, creating a significantly
smaller base on which taxes and
offsetting credits and deductions
are applied. The company says it
pays all required federal, state and
international taxes.
“Corporate tax is based on profits,
not revenues, and our profits remain
modest, given retail is a highly
competitive, low-margin business,”
Amazon said in a statement.

P.E.O. president
gives annual report

Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

Pictured is Angela Pearson,
President of the Philanthropic
Educational Organization (P. E.
O.) Chapter DA. She gave her
annual report at a recent meeting
of the Chapter. P. E. O. sponsors
scholarships and grants to worthy
students. Cottey College in Nevada
Missouri is one of the projects that
this chapter helps to support. For
more information, please call (979)
239-8985.
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unmanned Channel 13 camera
speedy.
near the tracks was wiped out.
The city had a different look
A few minutes later, the regular
when
that
locomotive
was
being
Shadow Creek was not even a
flow of traffic resumed across the
prepared
to
crash
into
the
car.
It
thought.
tracks, and I hurried to write my
was a safety demonstration by the
We all knew that change would
story about the event.
railroad.
Pearland
was
the
perfect
be coming. The city always herI miss you sometimes, old Pearplace
to
do
it
and
not
disrupt
traffic
alded growth. It was just a matter
land, but I also like some of your
flow
too
much.
of time when Houston would make
new look.
What happened with the crash?
this city one of its suburbs.
I wrote this column while waiting
The
train
rammed
into
a
junk
car
Each time I drive up there now,
for the light to change at FM 518
at
30
MPH
and
demolished
it.
I dread the thought of having to
and Hwy 288 - just kidding. It’s not
Debris flew all over the place. We
exit onto FM 518 and waiting until
that bad yet.
stayed
at
a
safe
distance,
but
an
the cows come home to make that
left turn. The cows are not coming
home, though. There are no cows.
There used to be before all the
people showed up and the farmlands became subdivisions.
I’m not, or wasn’t, against progress. Even if I were, it was obvious
to everybody that Pearland was on
a fast track to development. It was
meant to be, geographically.
The traffic is even worse now
that a tollway is being built through
the city. We can only hope that
once finished, it will relieve congestion. I’ll be among those drivers
who will make good use of my EZ
Tag. I don’t mind paying for speedy
highway access as long as it’s

Car-train crashes on purpose were less hassle in Pearland
(Continued from Page 1)

to call me periodically - before I left
the Chronicle in 1995 to become
editor and publisher here - about
stories he thought would be of interest. He had good news judgement,
because most of the tips turned into
good stories.
It helped that I lived in the area
that I also covered. It would have
been harder to establish these
kind of contacts from downtown
Houston.
On the day of the big crash, the
police department closed down
Texas Hwy. 35 at the railroad
crossing as the train did a few test
runs, and then the final crash.
I don’t remember traffic being
backed up all that much. That was
the old Pearland, where life was
much the same as the rest of Brazoria County. They had development - because people in Houston
were discovering the little city to
the south where life was slower
and quieter - but not anywhere
near the scale it is today.
In the 1980s and ‘90s, Lake

Jackson was the hub of the
county. It had a mall. That was
bragging rights. If you mentioned
shopping, that’s where you were
headed, unless you wanted to go
to Houston. To most of us in south
Brazoria County, Pearland was
just some subdivisions and a city
you went through on your way to
Hobby Airport.
Right in the center of the city,
Hwy. 35 crossed the railroad
tracks, where the car-train crash
demonstration took place.
Lake Jackson is still the shopping mecca of south Brazoria
County, but Pearland has changed
- a lot. It has become a trafficjammed suburb of Houston, where
there can be a huge traffic back-up
anytime, for any reason.
Driving through the north part
of the county used to be a breeze;
now it’s a hassle. FM 518 used to
be a two-lane road. When Hwy.
288 opened in 1982 all the way
to Brazosport, FM 518 was surrounded by farmland and a few
subdivisions, including Silver Lake.

New port dispatch center ready for economic boon in freeport
A new port dispatch center
could prove to have an invaluable
economic impact on Freeport area
jobs, the local shipping industry and
beyond.
The Port Freeport Commission
voted unanimously to approve a
contract for pilot dispatch services
with Fort Velasco Signal Station,
LLC for monitoring and managing
the ship traffic coming in and out
of the Freeport Harbor as the port
continues to grow and flourish.
Larger ports have used and operated dispatch centers for decades to
help manage their ship traffic, but it
has not been economically efficient
to have one in Freeport until now.
“Port Freeport has reached a
growth level where the users of the
channel must truly share the waterway,” said Billy Burns, president of
the Brazos Pilots Association.
The Brazos Pilots Association, along with Port Freeport and
industry leaders Dow Chemical,
Enterprise Products, Freeport LNG
and Phillips 66, are jointly sharing
in the cost to operate the dispatch
center at no costs to the taxpayers.

Port Freeport and
area industry are
sharing the cost of
the new dispatch
center, and it is at no
cost to taxpayers

The dispatch center is expected
to be housed in the association’s
headquarters.
“Freeport LNG congratulates
Port Freeport and the Brazos
Pilots Association on its new Pilot
Dispatch Center. The center will
enhance the safety and efficiency
of port operations,” said Heather
Browne, director, corporate communications, Freeport LNG. “We
look forward to our continued work
with both the Port and the Brazos
Pilots Association as Freeport nears
the substantial completion of its
liquefaction project.”
“The Pilots’ knowledge of the port
and the Freeport Harbor Channel
play an integral role in the move-

ment of commerce in this region.
They are a strong asset for the
entire Freeport Harbor community,
and the addition of the new dispatch
service will support the growth in the
port and ensure safe, efficient navigation along the channel,” said Port
Commission Chairman Paul Kresta.
“It will give the pilots mobile access
to the timely, accurate information
they need to schedule and perform
their jobs.”
With significant growth in vessel
traffic over the last two years and
more facilities coming on line,
Freeport has grown into a bustling
port. “We are modernizing how we
do business to keep up with the
growth,” Burns said.
“The new dispatch service will
allow channel users, agents, the
U.S. Coast Guard, and law enforcement to have complete visibility
to vessel scheduling and through
a secure web interface. It allows
all users to share information, so
everyone is working together. A
much more efficient, safer and
effective movement of goods is the
result.”
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Baked beans and jam
Boston has the worst traffic
congestion in America, according
to INRIX. Beantown apologists
immediately blamed it on density,
geography and shutdowns for a title
parade every six months.
Three-twin weave
The boys basketball team at tiny
Power (Mont.) High School features
three sets of twins on its 10-player
roster.
In other words, a triple-double.
Nostrathomas
People laughed back in September when Tristan Thompson
declared that his LeBron-less Cavaliers were still the team to beat in
the NBA’s Eastern Conference this
season. Turns out, he was almost
right: Only the 10-47 Knicks have
been beaten more than the 12-46
Cavs entering the All-Star break.
Letter rip
The Mariners, whose home
becomes “T-Mobile Park” this
season, say they’ll keep only the “S”

March 16
March 30
9am - 3pm

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
from the big Safeco Field letters that
were removed from the ballpark last
week.
Fed-up fans, noting the team’s
18-year playoff drought, immediately
put in first dibs on the “L.”
Gone with the wins
The NCAA has ordered Ole Miss
to vacate 33 football wins over six
seasons — including 15 that AllSEC tackle Laremy Tunsil played
in 2013-14 — for using ineligible
players.
In other words, a Tunsilectomy.
To the penalty box!
Police were called when two
women, 86 and 79, came to blows
over seating arrangements during
Bingo night at a retirement home in
Rideau Lakes, Ontario.
Because it was Canada, both
returned to action after serving five
minutes for fighting.
Names in the games
The CFL’s Toronto Argonauts
have signed defensive tackle Cory
“Poop” Johnson.
Opposing linemen, you can bet,
won’t be looking out for No. 1.

One target too many
Tight end Rob Gronkowski was
clunked in the face by a full beer
can thrown by a fan at the Patriots’
Super Bowl Parade.
Adding further insult, statisticians
tagged him with a drop.
Handshake? No thanks
A Fox News host claims he hasn’t
washed his hands in 10 years
because “germs are not a thing.”
He’s obviously never been introduced to Moises Alou.
Film exchange?
US Carcassonne, a second-division French rugby team, has an
unusual sponsor: a porn site.
Season tickets, we assume,
arrive in a plain brown wrapper.
New road course
Seven-time Cup Series champ
Jimmie Johnson will run in this
year’s Boston Marathon on April 15,
NASCAR.com reported. Of course,
he plans to pit for new right-side
rubber and a splash of Gatorade
somewhere around mile 18.
Don no, Bob yes
Former basketball star Ann
Meyers Drysdale met her future
husband — the late Dodger pitching great Don Drysdale — when
she was competing in the 1979
“Women’s Superstars” and Drysdale
and fellow Baseball Hall of Famer
Bob Uecker were doing the TV commentary.
“I really had no idea who (Don)
was even though I grew up in southern California,” she told the St. Paul
Pioneer Press. “My mom was with
me and she’s from Milwaukee, so
she knew who Bob Uecker was.”
Going, going, gone
The Oakland Athletics lost
$200,000 by signing Kyler Murray if
he never returns to baseball.
Or as A’s bean-counters now refer
to it: Moneybawl.
Don’t bother unpacking
Shooting guard Nik Stauskas was
on the roster of four NBA teams
— Portland, Cleveland (twice),
Houston and Indiana — in just eight
days this month. By comparison,
Dirk Nowitzki is in his 21st season
— all with the Dallas Mavericks.
Air ball
Five Suns players, and two
former ones, traded places with
Southwest Airlines employees at
Phoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport, making boarding announcements and checking in passengers
at Gate D8.

ACROSS
1 Hershey’s toffee bar
5 Res __ loquitur: the thing speaks
for itself
9 Online shopping mecca
14 Chip in a chip
15 Seasonal song
16 Hunky-dory
17 Start of a knitting project
18 Prefix with space
19 Dry Italian wine

20 Tailpipe emission
23 Hot state
24 Beatty/Hoffman box office flop
28 Tug-of-war injuries
32 Former fillies
34 Ready for a refill
35 Freelancer’s email attachment:
Abbr.
36 Glider on runners
37 Flowing garments
38 Sonar signal

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Cyber Monday event
2 Fort with lots of bars
3 “Then again,” in tweets
4 Fixed
5 “Be right with you”
6 Pound, but not ounce
7 Medieval laborer
8 Six-time All-Star Moises
9 Slips past
10 __ pork: Chinese dish served
with pancakes
11 Letters often after a perp’s name
12 Loo
13 Corrosive substance
21 “Exodus” author
22 Money makers
25 Warbles
26 Musical set in an orphanage
27 Replies to an invite, for short
28 Make available
29 “__ coffee?”
30 Louvre Pyramid architect
31 Pages with views
32 Rachel Maddow’s network
33 Final Olds made
37 Charming snake?
38 2007 animated film in which
Sting voices himself
40 Coax
41 Big chunk
43 Many a bridesmaid
44 Less cluttered
48 Shift (for oneself)
49 Hodgepodge
50 “How awful!”
51 Cruise stop
52 Pork choice
53 Do a vet’s job
54 Chum
55 NPR journalist Shapiro
56 Bone in a cage
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

HORSE HYENA MOOSE OTTER SLOTH LEMUR PANDA WHALE

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
39 Word in a bride’s bio
40 Went a-courting
41 Two-time US Open winner
42 Hair-smoothing hairs
45 Library machine
46 “__ the Walrus”
47 Shellfish cookouts
54 Medicare prescription drug section
57 Pre-coll.
58 Brandy bottle letters
59 Prospero’s servant
60 Highest sudoku digit
61 Hip bones
62 Free, in France
63 Armoire feature
64 Counting-out word
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

keep up.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may
be amazed at the way a loved one
can elevate the atmosphere with
charm and grace. You may ride a
financial roller coaster in the week
to come, and you may not be as
shrewd or as lucky as you think.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Today you may be able to charm
your way past anyone’s objectives,
but the rest of the week might not
be as easy. Avoid trying to take
advantage of anyone as your strategies could backfire and cost you
money.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Your week may revolve around a
partner’s ambitions or a loved one’s
work schedule. By the weekend,
however, you will have a chance
to break free of restraints and try
something more exciting.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Rely on your people skills for successful negotiations as this week
unfolds. You can charm people into
giving you a bargain rather than
testing your luck with wheeling and
dealing. Control extravagant spend-

ing habits.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Having fun may require a huge
effort in the upcoming week but is
well worth the bother. Overcome
any temporary downturn in the
atmosphere by focusing on hard
work and staying within the budget.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
In the week ahead, you may feel
driven to become more efficient and
organized. You may think you are
practical about purchases and sensible with the budget, but you could
go to extremes without realizing it.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Today you are blessed with charm
and poise under fire that will make
everyone stand up and take notice.
As the week goes by, you will find
it necessary to put more effort into
actual work and spend less time
dawdling.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
You may easily become sidetracked
by material ambitions in the week
ahead. Friends may encourage you
to be more competitive, but this
may not be a posture that fits your
nature. Work hard but be patient.

History of the World On This Day
MARCH 5
1624 - In the American colony
of Virginia, the upper class was
exempted by legislation from whipping.
1770 - “The Boston Massacre”
took place when British troops fired
on a crowd in Boston killing five
people. Two British troops were later
convicted of manslaughter.
1872 - George Westinghouse
patented the air brake.
MARCH 6
1834 - The city of York in Upper
Canada was incorporated as
Toronto.
1836 - The 13-day siege of the
Alamo by Santa Anna and his
army ended. The Mexican army of
3,000 men defeated the 189 Texas
volunteers.
1899 - Aspirin was patented by
German researchers Felix Hoffman
and Hermann Dreser.
MARCH 7
0322 BC - Aristotle, the Greek
philosopher, died.

1854 - Charles Miller received a
patent for the sewing machine.
1876 - Alexander Graham Bell
received a patent (U.S. Patent No.
174,465) for his telephone.
MARCH 8
1618 - Johann Kepler discovered
the third Law of Planetary Motion.
1855 - A train passed over the
first railway suspension bridge at
Niagara Falls, NY.
1909 - Pope Pius X lifted the
church ban on interfaith marriages
in Hungary.
1942 - During World War II,
Japanese forces captured Rangoon,
Burma.
MARCH 9
1796 - Napoleon Bonaparte and
Josephine de Beauharnais were
married. They were divorced in
1809.
1822 - Charles M. Graham
received the first patent for artificial
teeth.
1832 - Abraham Lincoln
announced that he would run for a

political office for the first time. He
was unsuccessful in his run for a
seat in the Illinois state legislature.
MARCH 10
1656 - In the American colony
of Virginia, suffrage was extended
to all free men regardless of their
religion.
1849 - Abraham Lincoln applied
for a patent for a device to lift
vessels over shoals by means of
inflated cylinders.
MARCH 11
1302 - The characters Romeo
and Juliet were married this day,
according to William Shakespeare.
1702 - The Daily Courant, the
first regular English newspaper, was
published.
1810 - The Emperor Napoleon
Bonaparte was married by proxy
to Archduchess Marie Louise of
Austria.
1888 - The “Blizzard of ‘88” began
along the U.S. Atlantic Seaboard.
More than 400 people died. (March
11-14)

Jumble
Jumbles: TRULY REBEL POLISH LOUNGE
Answer: When her plum tree dried up due to summer heat, she decided to - PRUNE IT

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
When the bar is set high, you tend
to try harder. A desire to reach the
heights of perfection to impress
someone can be a worthy incentive.
Use your street smarts to upgrade
your piggy bank in the upcoming
week.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): As
the week begins, you may have a
handle on shrewd business strategies, but by mid-week you may
learn that money is the root of all
evil. Focus your energies on being
responsible.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
“My way or the highway” is not a
motto that will win friends or help
you attain your objectives in the
week ahead. You may start off with
high standards but could become
discouraged when your desires are
misunderstood.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): A
little romance and relaxation can
brighten your day, but the coming
work week will require you to shift
your attention to obligations. A
hard-working partner can set a fast
pace, and you may be challenged to

MR. MORRIS
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By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

DID YOU KNOW?

• When severely depressed patients were treated with psilocybin, the psychoactive chemical found in magic mushrooms, all experienced some level
of emotional improvement. Two-thirds were in remission after one week, and
42 percent of those patients were depression-free after three months.
• Eating pizza once a week can reduce the risk of esophageal cancer,
according to Italian researchers.
• In 1949, the Costa Rican government abolished their military, stating
their army would be an “army of teachers” and began using their defense
funds towards free public education. Costa Rica currently boasts a literacy
rate of 96%.
• Wiener dogs bite people more often than pit bulls.

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Davey Jones
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