
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

If you’re a reader – I 
mean a devoted reader 
who is perfectly content 
with a good book and a 
comfortable chair, sofa or 
hammock – I have a sug-
gestion for you: acquaint 
yourself with Robert Harris.

I suspect plenty of you already 
have, since every new yarn 
he comes up with is an instant 
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bestseller. And before 
you go thinking I’m in for 
some sort of kickback for 
publicizing his efforts, let 
me assure you Mr. Harris 
doesn’t know me from 
Adam’s off ox (an old 
phrase I’ve always liked 
and have never had occa-
sion to use).

Harris is a former journalist and 
BBC reporter who now writes mighty 
fine historical fiction. In fact, when 

I suggested to Margaret George, a 
master of that genre herself –The 
Autobiography of Henry VIII; Mary, 
Queen of Scots; The Memoirs of 
Cleopatra; Mary, Called Magdalene 
and others – who is represented by 
the same literary agent as I am, that 
she should take on one of my per-
sonal heroes, Cicero, she quickly 
informed me that that old phi-
losopher and statesman belonged 
solely to Robert Harris. Years ago 

From ancient Rome to Nazi codes, Harris spins his tales

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I am digging deep into the closet. 
I knew I put that transistor radio in 
there, somewhere.

Let me back up a little. Transistor 
radios are how we used to listened 
to over-the-airwaves music when 
we were on the go. The transistor 
replaced the vacuum tube, which 

made radios 
lighter and por-
table.

I grew up with 
them, but the 
transistor dates 
back to 1947, 
when the brains 
at Bell Laborato-
ries announced 

their invention. Then it took a while 
to work them into radios and televi-
sions.

Computerization had made the 
transistor bulky and cumbersome, 
but back in its heyday, it was a giant 
leap from turning on the radio or TV 
and waiting for the vacuum tubes to 
heat up. It was instantly on, which 
was at the time magical, at least 

RAMBLINGS

The transistor radio that made 
music portable.

Brain Health Fair 
set for March 25

Organizers of the third annual 
Brain Health Fair at the Brazoria 
County Fairgrounds are betting 
that mechanical bull rides, an 
Alzheimer’s Awareness 5k Fun 
Run/Walk, tours of the 18-ft. 
MEGA Brain, and a Country Store 
will attract more families to the 
March 25 event.

“Our western-themed Brain 
Health Fair will more than double 
in size in 2017,” Dale Libby, Brain 
Health Fair Chairman said. Activi-
ties will take place in the Brazoria 
County Fairgrounds Auditorium, 
Hall of Exhibits in Angleton and on 
the grounds.

The regional fair attracted 
participants from Montgomery, 
Harris, Wharton, Galveston, and 
Matagorda Counties last year.

A rousing jazzercise routine led 
by Merie Abercrombie, well-known 
Lake Jackson personal trainer, 
will kick off the Health Fair in the 
Auditorium at 9 a.m.  

Exercise instruction will begin in 
the Hall of Exhibits minutes later.  
Tai Chi, Silver Sneakers, Zumba, 
line dancing, Yoga, and jazzercise 
demonstrations and lessons will 
be offered in 30-minute intervals 
until noon.

MEGA Brain, lots of 
activities, exhibitors  

may draw record crowd

By Samantha Masunaga 
and Russ Mitchell
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — When the 
first astronauts traveled to the 
moon, they were experienced 

Fly me to the moon...

military fliers riding NASA rockets 
and capsules, backed by the U.S. 
government.

Forty-five years after the last 
Apollo moon mission, in what would 
be a first, SpaceX plans to fly two 

private citizens around the moon 
atop one of the company’s own 
rockets. And, SpaceX says, the 
cost will be paid out of the astro-
nauts’ own pockets.

(Continued on Page 9)
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria       LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Beer 
Retail Dealer’s On-Premise 
License (BE) by Mikel’s Pub 
LLC, operating as Mikel’s Pub, 
to be located at 3491 ‘A’ CRD 
310, Brazoria, Brazoria County, 
Texas. Managing Member of 
the Limited Liability Company 
is Carl Eddie Mikel, Jr.

BUT HONEY, WE WERE JUST TALKING, HONEST: A 
woman pulled up to the surf club in Taree, Australia, and spotted her 
husband talking to a woman near her car in the parking lot. Assuming 
that the lady in question was her hubby’s mistress, she rammed her car 
and screamed, “Stay away from my husband.”

IT’S RIGHT THERE, IN FRONT OF YOU, OFFICER; ARE 
YOU BLIND? Police took a man into emergency protective custody at 
a barber shop in Rock Hill, S.C., due to “his erratic behavior and claim-
ing to see things, which were not there.”

WELL, I’M SORRY YOU DON’T FIND IT FUNNY: A masked 
man tried to rob a store in Atlantic City, N.J., but the teenage clerk man-
aged to grab his gun. So the guy pretended that he was joking and ran 
away.

HAPPY NEW … ! OH, HELLO OFFICER: An intoxicated man 
celebrated New Year’s Eve in Menasha, Wisc., by leaping onto the hood 
of a parked police cruiser at the stroke of midnight. His arrest was swift.

I’M JUST NOT SURE WE’RE COMPATIBLE: A Florida woman 
beat her fiance with a wooden plank with one-inch nails on the end 
because she was unhappy with the size of her engagement ring. They 
must now determine whether or not the wedding should go forward.

WE JUST WANT TO ASK YOU A COUPLE OF QUES-
TIONS, MA’AM: A Philadelphia woman has repeatedly threatened to 
kill Pennsylvania lottery officials via voicemail because she has never 
won money in the lottery. Police say they would like to speak to her.

YOU KNOW WHAT? LET’S CALL IT A TIE: Two men got into 
an argument over a parking space at a shopping mall in Phoenix. Then 
one of them pulled out a gun. In response, the other guy also pulled out 
a gun. The first guy then fled the scene.

MADAM, I’M FINDING THIS CONVERSATION VERY DIS-
TRACTING: A deputy sheriff went into a woman’s home in Stevens-
ville, Mont., to arrest her on warrants for felony drug possession. She  
disrobed and argued with the officer for 20 to 30 minutes about her 
innocence, in regard to the case, that is. He finally convinced her to get 
dressed, and took her to jail.

I GUESS I DIDN’T THINK THIS THROUGH: A man locked 
himself out of his hotel room in Fort Myers, Fla., and he couldn’t find 
anyone to help him get back in. So he called the police and said his 
4-year-old daughter was locked in the room by herself and was choking 
on candy. Cops rushed there, found that he was lying and arrested him.

YOU KNOW, MAYBE IT’S JUST A COLD: A waiter at the Olive 
Garden in Southaven, Miss., told his customers that he has cancer in 
order to get bigger tips. He does not have cancer. He also does not 
have a job now.

OOH, IT’S A LITTLE CHILLY IN HERE: A burglar’s pants were 
ripped right off him when he broke into a pizza joint in Towson, Md., 
through a roof vent. He then took off his shirt and covered his face with 
it. Video footage showed him not wearing hardly anything except for his 
“mask.” He was later arrested.

For Sale. 2002 Dodge 3/4 Ton 
Diesel Pick Up. 168,400 miles. Great 
work truck.  $3,000.00 OBO.  Call 
979-236-7106.

Sims, you remind me a lot of myself 
when I was young and about to be 
looking for another job.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

MVP - MOBILE VIRTUAL 
PLAYER 

Q. In 2013, Dartmouth football 
coach Eugene “Buddy” Teevens 
challenged the Thayer School of 
Engineering to devise a technology 
that would let players practice their 
tackling skills without injuring each 
other.  What was the result?

A. Elliot Kastner, an engineering 
student and one of Teevens’s defen-
sive linemen, invented with others 
“a robotic tackling dummy that could 
move like a real player and take the 
hits during practice sessions,” he 
writes in “IEEE Spectrum” maga-
zine.  Dubbed MVP (Mobile Virtual 
Player), the 150-pound bot looks 
like a giant padded bowling pin on 
wheels, with a shape and weight 
distribution like a roly-poly children’s 
toy so it bounces right back up 
after being tackled. Guided by a 
handheld remote control operated 
from the sidelines, MVP can zip 
around at up to 20 miles per hour 
-- fast enough to mimic a real player 
-– and turn on a dime.

Now Kastner is busy offering his 
bot for sale to football programs at 
all levels. The Pittsburgh Steel-
ers, for example, are giving it a go.  
“American football is in jeopardy 
of losing a generation of partici-

pants because many parents have 
concluded that the game is too 
dangerous for their kids. If the MVP 
allows young players to put on their 
helmets and take the field with a lot 
less risk, it will earn its title as most 
valuable player.”

CAN SPIDERS HEAR YOU? 
Q. Who’s been talking to spiders 

lately?  Are they listening?
A. Actually, nearby spiders 

can hear you walk and talk, slide 
a chair, clap, whatever, reports 
“New Scientist” magazine.  Cornell 
University’s Gil Menda and col-
leagues studied jumping spiders to 
see if they relied almost completely 
on sight and vibrations to sense 
nearby movements. Surprisingly, 
“microelectrodes implanted in 
the spiders’ brains showed their 
neurons responding to sounds such 
as chairs scraping and people clap-
ping.” They measured an auditory 
sensitivity range of more than three 
meters, or 10 feet, for the spiders 
-— over 350 body lengths.

Concludes Menda, “When I see 
spiders at my house or anywhere 
else, I find myself trying different 
tones to see if they respond, and 
sometimes they do.”

BENEFITS OF CURIOSITY
Q. A matter of curiosity:  Are 

there proven benefits to curiosity?  
“Mental Floss” magazine seems to 

think so in offering the following quiz 
questions.

A. #1. In 1524, what name did 
Giovanni de Verrazzano give to the 
site that would become New York 
City?  A.  New Angouleme, named 
for King Francois I, the former 
Count of Angouleme, France.  “New 
Amsterdam” came about in 1625.

#2. Which woman -— Cornelia, 
Pompeia, Servilia or Calpurnia 
-- was not married to Julius Caesar?  
A. Servilla was Brutus’s mother “but 
that didn’t stop Caesar from having 
an affair with her.”

#3. According to myth, how did 
ancient Chinese warriors attempt to 
scare off their enemies before enter-
ing battle?  A. Juggling.

#4. Robert Taylor, the marketer of 
Calvin Klein’s Obsession fragrance, 
invented what household item?  A.  
Liquid soap, and to lock out com-
petitors, he spent $12 million to buy 
a year’s supply of pump bottles.

#5. The flow of a non-Newtonian 
fluid changes depending on how 
much stress is applied.  Which of 
the following -- gasoline, ketchup, 
water or mineral oil -- is an example 
of one?  A. Ketchup.

#6. Nicola Tesla proposed a 
machine that would make war 
impossible.  What did the machine 
make?  A. Tidal waves “power-
ful enough to drown entire fleets, 
rendering sea war impossible.”

Finally, the magazine asks, 
“Which is a proven benefit of curios-
ity?”  a. It aids memory retention   b. 
It can be hacked to help you make 
healthier choices   c. It helps people 
cope with midlife crises.” A. All of 
the above.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?
• Storm chasers paid tribute to 

late “Twister” actor Bill Paxton by 
spelling out his initials using GPS 
coordinates on a map of Tornado 
Alley.

• Christopher Guichet built an 
alarm clock that will only turn off 
when shot by a Nerf gun, which 
forces you to sit up and move.

• The most expensive commer-
cially available pizza is Chef Gordon 
Ramsay’s $125 Maze pizza, which 
is topped with a rare Italian white 
truffle.
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Forbes Barnwell, MD, a Lake 
Jackson neurologist; Qiangjun Cai, 
MD, a UTMB cardiologist, and Kelly 
Dineley, Ph.D., a UTMB Professor/ 
researcher will make presentations 
on the main stage of the Auditorium.

Texas AgriLife Extension and 
AgriLife/ Healthy South Texas are 
major co-sponsors of the Fair.  
AgriLife will provide a cooking 
demonstration and offer samples of 
the BBQ Pepper Steak plates, pre-
pared by caterer Gina Renee and 
available from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m., 
or until 200 plates are sold. AgriLife 
will also lead Brain Games adjacent 
to the 14 foot x 18 foot walk-through 
MEGA Brain and several informa-
tion booths, including Texas Health 
Science Center Diabetes Education, 
a new health resource in Brazoria 
County.

Alvin Community College’s Nurs-
ing School will provide ankle-bra-
chial screening and carotid Doppler 
screenings. Other screenings 
provided by exhibitors include blood 
pressure, body mass index, oxygen 
levels, hand strength, vision, and 
memory.

After an hour of live music in 
the Hall of Exhibits provided by Dr. 
Scott Rogers and friends, Gathering 
Place Board member Matt Edquist 
will serve as auctioneer at the live 
auction.  Among the unique items 
that will be up for bid are a 4-man 
overnight Hall’s Bayou Ranch Wild 
Hog Hunt, a collector’s framed 
Houston Oilers’ turkey towel, and 
an original painting from Cherie 
“Duckie” McBride of Lake Jackson.

The Gathering Place, a 501C3 
non-profit, is still accepting exhibi-
tors and sponsorships for the Brain 
Health Fair.

“This event generates most of 
the funds that pay for 4-hour socials 
for Alzheimer’s patients at 9 area 
congregations each month; sup-
port groups in Alvin and Angleton; 
Alzheimer’s prevention Brain 
Camps; and Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Project conferences and memory 
screenings. We invite everyone to 
come out and ‘Give a Hoot about 
Alzheimer’s’,” Libby concluded.

For more information about the 
Brain Health Fair, call Dale Libby at 
(979) 236-5393 or Brenda Maust at 
(979) 849-5051.  

(Continued from Page 1)
Brain Health Fair set at fairgrounds

Protect yourself against tax refund theft
By Patricia Sabatini
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

Tax time is prime time for cyber 
thieves looking to steal your tax 
refund by filing a fake return in your 
name.

Such tax ID theft is booming. In 
January, the Federal Trade Com-
mission released a report showing 
a nearly 50 percent jump in identity 
theft complaints in 2015, owing 
mostly to a surge in tax refund 
fraud.

Two national cyber security 
groups are offering these tips for 
staying safe:

—File early. The Internal Rev-
enue Service only accepts one tax 
return per Social Security number, 
so filing early can shut out criminals.

—Guard personal information. 
Only share your Social Security 
number when necessary. Shred 
papers with sensitive information 
such as birth dates and Social 
Security and bank account numbers 
before tossing them in the trash. 
Check credit reports at least once 
a year for suspicious activity at 
www.annualcreditreport.com

—Beware of phishing ploys and 
malware. Cyber thieves use emails, 
texts, social media posts and fake 
websites to trick you into divulging 
personal information. Or they may 
employ malicious software to hijack 
your computer and steal the data. 
Don’t click on any links or attach-
ments in unsolicited emails.

 —Don’t be fooled by imposters. 
Crooks posing as IRS agents over 
the phone have been duping people 
into paying phony tax bills. The 
Internal Revenue Service doesn’t 
email or call demanding immediate 
payment or ask for credit or debit 
card numbers via email or phone.

—Be safe online. Use strong 
passwords. Avoid transmitting 
personal information using public 
wireless networks, which are not 
secure. When filing tax returns, use 
secure https sites only.

Anyone who suspects they’ve 
been victimized in a tax scam 
should call the IRS Identity Protec-
tion Specialized Unit at 1-800-908-
4490. For free assistance, contact 
the Identity Theft Resource Center 
at 1-888-400-5530.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Bill Gates says digital isolation adding to political divide
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SEATTLE — Add Bill Gates to the 
roster of citizens concerned about 
the negative effects of a digital echo 
chamber.

During his latest “ask me any-
thing” session on Reddit, Gates was 
asked about the role of the internet 
and social media in creating the 
politically divided atmosphere in 
the U.S., fueling the spread of false 
information.

“I felt sure that allowing anyone 
to publish information and making it 
easy to find would enhance democ-
racy and the overall quality of politi-

cal debate,” he wrote. “However the 
partitioning you talk about which 
started on cable TV and might be 
even stronger in the digital world 
is a concern. We all need to think 
about how to avoid this problem.”

Forcing people to look at ideas 
they disagree with probably isn’t the 
solution, he said.

“We don’t want to get to where 
American politics partitions people 
into isolated groups,” Gates said. “I 
am interested in anyone’s sugges-
tion on how we avoid this.”

The world’s richest man is also 
concerned about social and eco-

nomic isolation.
“I still wonder if digital tools can 

help people find opportunities to get 
together with others,” he said.

Gates also appeared to nod to 
communities, some of which were 
spotlighted during last year’s U.S. 
presidential election, in which 
economic mobility is limited and 
people feel left behind by the pace 
of change.

“It is great that kids go off and 
pursue opportunities, but when 
you get communities where the 
economy is weak and a lot of young 
people have left, then something 
should be done to help,” Gates said.

He also said he sometimes wears 
a hat in public to signal he’s trying 
to be incognito.

“Mostly when people do recog-
nize me they are super nice so I 
don’t feel it is a burden to be noticed 
most of the time,” he said.
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Strive to please Christ, not the crowd
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I admit I often get in trouble because I let myself get talked into 
going along with the crowd, even when I know what they’re doing is 
wrong. Why can’t I ever say no? I wish I wasn’t such a weak person. 
- K.H.

  A: As you’ve discovered, going along with the crowd is seldom wise and 
will easily lead you astray (even if the “crowd” is only one other person). 
This is why the Bible bluntly warns, “Do not set foot on the path of the 
wicked or walk in the way of evildoers” (Proverbs 4:14).

  Have you ever asked yourself why you give in so easily to the crowd’s 
pressure? Only you can answer this, of course, but I suspect the main 
reason is because you don’t want them to reject you or make fun of you. 
Instead, you want to be accepted and liked, and the best way to do this 
(you think) is to agree with them and go along with whatever they’re doing. 
To put it another way, you yearn for their friendship. But what kind of 
“friends” are they if they constantly get you in trouble and don’t care what 
happens to you?

  Instead, I urge you to find a new friend - and that friend is Jesus. He 
loves you, and (unlike your present “friends”) He deeply cares what hap-
pens to you. He loves you so much that He gave His life for you, so you 
could be with Him in heaven forever. By a simple prayer of faith, confess 
your sins to Him and ask Him to come into your life.

  Then ask Him to help you find new friends - those who love Christ 
and will help you grow in your faith. Above all, make it your goal to please 
Christ, and not the crowd.

I happened upon Harris’ first novel, 
Fatherland, a “what if” thriller set 
in a post-World War II world where 
Germany had won the war. The plot 
of that page-turner was riveting, but 
it was the author’s writing that made 
me an immediate fan. In each of 
his books he establishes a group 
of characters, real people from the 
pages of history  – some likeable, 

some definitely not – and puts them 
to wandering through a smorgas-
bord of conflicts needing some 
degree of resolution, all the time 
providing sufficient suspense and 
dollops of irony for good measure.

Harris blends all that together 
like a master chef. But it’s his use 
of sensory description of time 
and place that continuously most 
impresses me. In book after book 

he puts me so entirely into the 
setting that it’s as if I’m actually 
there.  Ancient Rome comes so 
completely alive in his fine three 
volume novelization of Cicero’s life 
(Imperium, Conspirita, and Dictator) 
that the Ides of March section (not 
Julius Caesar’s best day) was so 
real it was as if I was standing close 
enough to have my toga splattered 
by blood.

When I read Pompeii I – in a 
toga again; maybe I should buy one 
– was as frustrated as the protago-
nist, a first-century engineer who 
tried to warn the citizens of that 
beautiful city about what the volcano 
that filled up the horizon was about 
to do.

Enigma took me so totally into 
the famous think tank at England’s 
Bletchley Park that I could smell 
the pipe smoke of the geniuses 
who worked furiously through Nazi 
codes, the breaking of which would 
turn the tide of the war.

When I read Conclave I sat star-
ing up at Michelangelo’s exquisite 
artwork on the ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel as my fellow cardinals and 
I went through vote after vote to 
select the next pope amidst political 
shenanigans and intrigue.  And as 
I am reading An Officer and a Spy, 
my current field trip with Robert 
Harris about the famous Dreyfus 
espionage case, I’m right there in 
Paris of the 1880s feeling the falling 
winter snow on my face as I walk 
along the Champs Elysses or sitting 
outside a little café trying to enjoy 
a drink on a scorching summer day 
while the stench of the underground 
sewers lifts up through the grates of 
the cobbled streets.

In short, I like this teller of tales 
very much indeed. So much so, in 
fact, that I hope he never retires, but 
keeps writing novels in the English 
village in Berkshire where he lives 
with his wife in a former vicarage.

If you are a reader, I suggest you 
let yourself be transported com-
pletely to another time and place 
by a storyteller who is as good at it 
as any I’ve encountered, and better 
than most.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)
From ancient Rome to Nazi codes, Harris spins his tales
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By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

Americans have way too much 
stuff.

According to the American 
Psychological Association, Ameri-
cans “own twice as many cars per 
person, eat out twice as often and 
enjoy endless other commodi-
ties that weren’t around” in 1957 
- “big-screen TVs, microwave 
ovens, SUVs and handheld wireless 
devices, to name a few.”

Yet, we are LESS happy, accord-
ing to a variety of studies, than we 
were six decades ago.

Frank Capra explored material-
ism in his classic 1938 movie, “You 
Can’t Take It With You.” The main 
character is an old fellow played 
by Lionel Barrymore. Friends and 
neighbors refer to him as “Grandpa.” 
It took him a lifetime, but in his 
early 70s, he knows what is really 
important in life.

Thirty years earlier, Grandpa had 
been an up-and-coming business-
man. He was on his way to acquir-
ing great wealth. One day, after 
riding an elevator to his top-floor 
office, he didn’t get out when the 
doors opened.

Something snapped in him.
He took the elevator back to the 

lobby, left the building and never 
returned. Instead, he used the 

money he had saved, a modest 
amount, to fund a world of beauty 
and creativity within the colorful 
home where he and several others 
lived.

His daughter is a mystery writer 
who taps continuously on her 
typewriter in the living room. His 
son-in-law invents rockets and 
fireworks in the basement. Another 
inventor living in the house had 
come to deliver ice 15 years earlier 
and never left.

Grandpa’s grandson-in-law is a 
musician and also an inventor. His 
granddaughter is a dancer whose 
Russian teacher never misses a 
free dinner at the home. Another 
fellow had been a frustrated book-
keeper, but Grandpa talks him into 
quitting his job so he can work full-
time making scary rubber masks.

The plot thickens when a rich 
businessman tries buying Grandpa’s 
house. The businessman has plans 
to tear down the neighborhood to 
build a factory and get richer, but 
Grandpa refuses to sell - even 
though he is offered four times the 
value of the house.

All sorts of amusement and 
chaos take place, but toward the 
movie’s end, Grandpa finds himself 
in trouble with the law - for making 
unlicensed fireworks and disturb-
ing the peace when the fireworks 

go haywire. Dozens of neighbors 
and friends, whom Grandpa has 
helped over the years, arrive and 
collect all the money they have to 
bail Grandpa out of jail. The rich 
businessman comes around in the 
end and realizes that “you really 
can’t take material possessions with 
you.”

But don’t we all know this - and 
keep forgetting it? We keep building 
massive houses, buying cars we 
don’t need and can’t afford, and 
racking up credit-card debt to buy 
more stuff.

Like Grandpa, we know that the 
happiest moments in our own lives 
involve friends and family - people 
we love. These are the people who 
affect the deeper parts of our nature 
- our spirits and souls - where true 
happiness resides. These are the 
people who can make us laugh so 
hard our guts hurt, help us when 
we’re down and engage us in 
deeply satisfying conversations.

The Mayo Clinic confirms this 
obvious truth. Its research finds that 
“people who are happy seem to 
intuitively know that their happiness 
is the sum of their life choices.”

People who are happy do five 
things that Grandpa did: They 
devote time to family and friends, 
appreciate what they have, maintain 
an optimistic outlook, feel a sense of 

purpose and live in the moment.
Grandpa was right. People and 

creativity and laughter make us 
happy - not the material junk that we 
can’t take with us. 

© 2017 Tom Purcell. Tom Purcell, 

author of “Misadventures of a 
1970’s Childhood” and “Wicked Is 
the Whiskey,” a Sean McClanahan 
mystery novel, both available at 
Amazon.com, is a Pittsburgh Tri-
bune-Review humor columnist. 

Studies prove grandpa in ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ right: More stuff does not make you happier

Did you know?
• The 400 wealthiest individuals on the Forbes 400 list have more wealth 

than the bottom 150 million Americans.
• In 2010, 25 of the 100 largest U.S. companies paid their CEO more than 

they paid in U.S. taxes. This is largely because corporations in the global 1 
percent use off shore tax havens to dodge their U.S. taxes.

• Between 1983 and 2009, over 40 percent of all wealth gains flowed to 
the 1 percent and 82 percent of wealth gains went to the top 5 percent. The 
bottom 60 percent lost wealth over this same period.

• The world’s 1 percent, almost entirely billionaires, own $42.7 trillion dol-
lars, more than the bottom 3 billion residents of earth.
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Robot bees may pick up 
some of the pollination slack
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

One day, gardeners might not just hear the 
buzz of bees among their flowers, but the whirr 
of robots, too. Scientists in Japan say they’ve 
managed to turn an unassuming drone into 
a remote-controlled pollinator by attaching 
horsehairs coated with a special, sticky gel to its 
underbelly.

The system, described in the journal Chem, 
is nowhere near ready to be sent to agricultural 
fields, but it could help pave the way to develop-
ing automated pollination techniques at a time 
when bee colonies are suffering precipitous 
declines.

In flowering plants, sex often involves a three-
some. Flowers looking to get the pollen from 
their male parts into another bloom’s female 
parts need an envoy to carry it from one to the 
other. Those third players are animals known 
as pollinators – a diverse group of critters that 
includes bees, butterflies, birds and bats, among 
others.

Animal pollinators are needed for the repro-
duction of 90 percent of flowering plants and 
one-third of human food crops, according to 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. Chief among 
those are bees – but many bee populations in 
the United States have been in steep decline in 
recent decades, likely due to a combination of 
factors, including agricultural chemicals, invasive 
species and climate change. Just last month, 
the rusty patched bumblebee became the first 
wild bee in the United States to be listed as an 
endangered species (although the Trump admin-
istration just put a halt on that designation).

Thus, the decline of bees isn’t just worrisome 
because it could disrupt ecosystems, but also 
because it could disrupt agriculture and the 
economy. 

“One pollination technique requires the physi-
cal transfer of pollen with an artist’s brush or 
cotton swab from male to female flowers,” the 
authors wrote. “Unfortunately, this requires much 
time and effort. Another approach uses a spray 
machine, such as a gun barrel and pneumatic 
ejector.”

This illustration shows a remote-controlled, bio-
inspired flying robot that can pollinate flowers, 
much like a bee. (Dr. Eijiro Miyako/AIST/TNS) 
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While she’s not 
an accomplished 
flautist, Alvin Com-
munity College 
Band major Dalia 
Castelan said it was 
purely by chance 
that she picked the 
instrument up in 
junior high school.

Her friend played 
the instrument and 
asked her to play 
along with her.

“I’ve been playing 
now since I was 12,” 
she said.

Castelan, of Alvin, was recently 
named to the Texas Community 
College All State Band. She 
performed recently in the All State 
Band Concert in San Antonio 
earlier this month.

“She is a wonderful student and 
excellent musician,” ACC Band 
Director David Griffith said.

Students from 20 Texas com-
munity colleges try out for the All 
State Band every year, and only a 
few are selected to perform at the 
February concert. Each participant 
submits recorded entries, which 
are then judged.

“Making the Community College 
All State Band is a great honor 
and is achieved by hard work and 
dedication.  I am very proud of her 
accomplishment,” Griffith said.

As part of the concert, Castelan 

attended the Texas 
Music Educators 
Association clinic 
and rehearsed with 
a university director 
for four days before 
performing in the 
concert.

When she was 
first told about 
making the team, 
Castelan said she 
got emotional. She 
put in many hours 
of work for her audi-
tion.

“I started crying,” 
she said. “I had been practicing 
the music so intensely.”

Her music talents extend 
beyond the flute. This year she 
was also chosen for the Choir’s 
All State honors as well. The All 
State Choir concert was performed 
at the same conference as the All 
State Band.

“I didn’t want to have to choose, 
but I ended up performing with the 
band,” she said with a laugh.

Castelan wants to continue her 
education and hopefully one day 
become a music educator herself. 
She enjoys working with other 
students and passing on the love 
of music.

“I really want to teach children 
instruments,” she said. “I want 
so much to see them grow as 
students.”

ACC Student Named to All State Band

In typical fashion, SpaceX’s auda-
cious billionaire founder and chief 
executive, Elon Musk, provided few 
details about the expedition. Musk 
wouldn’t say who will make the flight 
in late 2018, how much it will cost 
in total or how much the astronauts 
are paying.

He did say that the two individu-
als had come to him and asked if 
SpaceX would set up the flight, and 
that they are “nobody from Hol-
lywood.” They’ve put down their 
deposits and will start fitness tests 
and training later this year.

“This should be a very exciting 
mission that hopefully gets the world 
really excited about sending people 
into deep space again,” Musk said 
in a conference call with reporters.

The moon flight is the most 

ambitious yet for the nascent 
private space industry. Other rich 
tech entrepreneurs with projects 
include Richard Branson, whose 
start-up Virgin Galactic has been 
taking reservations for its suborbital 
space flights at $250,000 a pop, 
and Amazon.com Inc. founder Jeff 
Bezos, whose Blue Origin company 
also plans suborbital flights.

Musk’s plan faces abundant 
hurdles.

For one, the rocket that will lift 
the crewed capsule, SpaceX’s 
Falcon Heavy, hasn’t flown yet. 
The rocket, which is more powerful 
than the ones used by SpaceX to 
deliver satellites into orbit, is set to 
launch for the first time this summer. 
On SpaceX’s website, the cost of 
a Falcon Heavy launch next year 
starts at $90 million.

The lunar mission will be 
launched from Launch Complex 39A 
at Kennedy Space Center in Florida. 
Pad 39A was the launch pad for 
Apollo and space shuttle missions. 
The last moon landing mission, 
Apollo 17, left there in 1972.

“It’s not easy,” John Logsdon, 
professor emeritus at George 
Washington University’s Space 
Policy Institute, said of Musk’s plan. 
“Remember, Elon last September 
said he was sending people to Mars 
in 2025. Compared to that, this is 
a slam dunk. But only compared to 
that.”

Musk said the aspiring astronauts 
know what they’re signing up for.

“I think they’re entering this with 
their eyes open,” he said. “We’ll do 

everything we can to minimize that 
risk, but it’s not zero.”

The weeklong moon shot would 
make a close flyby of the moon’s 
surface, “go quite a bit further out 
into deep space” and then loop back 
to Earth, Musk said. The spacecraft 
will not try to land on the surface of 
the moon.

Musk said he thought that there 
was a market for two such missions 
per year, and that they could be a 
“significant driver of revenue” for the 
company.

Musk’s plans for deep-space 
travel — including his lofty goal 
of colonizing Mars — are a step 
beyond recent space-tourism plans, 
said Bill Ostrove, aerospace and 
defense analyst at Forecast Inter-

national.
“It creates a lot of publicity for the 

industry, which I think is important 
for continuing to generate interest 
both in terms of customers and 
investors,” he said.

Assuming that all of the space 
tourism companies succeed, 
Ostrove said there probably would 
be a place in the market for both the 
more frequent, suborbital flights and 
the longer-term, less-frequent lunar 
orbit missions.

It’s unclear whether NASA would 
offer further help with a private 
moon mission — or will return to the 
moon itself.

SpaceX and Boeing Co. already 
are working with NASA on the Com-
mercial Crew program. 

(Continued from Page 1)
Instead of going on a traditional vacation, how about a trip to the moon? SpaceX has your ticket
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March 18
April 1, April 22

9am - 3pm

It’s time to say goodbye to the nerd prom, aka the White House Correspondents’ Association Dinner
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

Nerd Prom, as journalists call it 
with appropriate self-deprecation, 
should be scrubbed - not so much 
as a protest of the Trump adminis-
tration but because the event has 
become an embarrassment to the 
news profession.

This year’s annual White House 
Correspondents’ Association Dinner 
remains scheduled for April 29, but 
some notable news organizations 
are pulling out. Vanity Fair and 
Bloomberg will not hold their post-
dinner party; The New Yorker has 
canceled its annual bash. The New 
York Times will skip the affair as it 
has for the last decade.

The gala at the Washington Hilton 
has grown more awkward. Working 
journalists and their bosses invite 
Hollywood celebs as their “guests,” 

and then join them on a red carpet 
before the dinner to be interviewed 
by CNN and ogled on C-SPAN. Not 
a pretty picture.

The evening’s “entertainment” 
consists of Friar’s Club-style 
comedy routines - first by a hired 
comedian, and then by the Presi-
dent of the United States.

Should this carnival go forward 
with Donald Trump in the White 
House? Some argue that boycot-
ting or canceling the event this 
year would send a strong signal to 
Trump, whose remarks about jour-
nalists have been beyond harsh.

The countering view is that the 
dinner is not about any individual 
leader but the institution of the 
presidency. To skip the event would 
buttress the administration’s claim 
that the press is anti-Trump.

A simpler, more appropriate 

solution, is to discontinue the event 
entirely, no matter who occupies the 
Oval Office, and come up with an 
alternate fund-raiser for the scholar-
ships and awards that the evening 
supports.

The hired entertainers have 
ranged from the quirky (Cicely 
Strong), to the mundane (Jay 
Leno), to the boring (Rich Little), to 
the embarrassingly unfunny (Larry 
Wilmore).

Last year’s shtick by Wilmore set 
a new low, beginning with, “Wel-
come to Negro night” and ending 
with the comedian calling President 
Obama “my nigga.”

Trump, who would be the pieaata 
for this year’s still-unannounced 
host, was savaged in this forum by 
Seth Meyers in 2011. One example: 
“Donald Trump has said he’s run-
ning for president as a Republican,” 

Meyers quipped, “which is surprising 
because I assumed he was running 
as a joke.”

Cameras were trained on Trump 
as he sat stone-faced through 
Meyers’ routine, seemingly seeth-
ing.

Last year, President Obama 
said of Trump: “There’s one area 
where Donald’s experience could be 
invaluable, and that’s closing Guan-
tanamo, because Trump knows a 
thing or two about running water-
front properties into the ground.”

Insult comedy, of the kind Don 
Rickles made famous, is passe - no 
matter who does it. Also, presidents 
doing comedy was less risky when 

the audience was small. Nowadays, 
however, such fare doesn’t neces-
sarily play well around the globe via 
the Internet.

The Correspondents’ Associa-
tion should scrub the event, while 
making clear that it’s not a commen-
tary about Donald Trump. Rather, 
it’s a recognition that times and 
priorities have changed.

Being a president, and being a 
journalist, least in this era, are not 
laughing matters.

Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Opti-
mistic,” is available at Amazon.com 
and CandidCamera.com.

        ©2017 Peter Funt.
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By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

  Italy - with more culture, crowds 
and chaos per square kilometer 
than anywhere else in Europe 
- is most enjoyable when you’re 
up-to-date on its sightseeing and 
infrastructure news.

  As in other European cities, 
Florence is beefing up security 
these days. Visiting some major 
museums, like the Accademia (with 
Michelangelo’s “David”), Uffizi and 
Bargello, will require a little extra 
time and patience as metal detec-
tors and X-ray 
machines for 
bags slow down 
lines. 

  Florence’s Duomo Museum, 
which reopened last year after an 
extensive renovation, has quickly 
become a top sight. Highlighted 
by original works that adorned the 
Duomo, Baptistery and Campa-
nile - including Lorenzo Ghiberti’s 
remarkable “Gates of Paradise” 
bronze panels - the museum offers 
one of Italy’s great artistic experi-
ences. 

  Climbing the Duomo’s iconic 
dome in Florence now requires res-
ervations - which is a blessing con-
sidering the previous suffocating 
congestion and long lines. Get your 
appointment for the climb either 
online (www.museumflorence.com) 
or at the ticket office. 

  The museum and dome climb 
are covered by the same 15-euro 
combo-ticket, which also includes 
visits to the Baptistery, Campa-
nile and Santa Reparata crypt. 
However, the combo-ticket is not 
necessary for travelers who buy the 
Firenze Card, which covers all of 
these and lets you skip the massive 
ticket lines at most tourist sights.

  West of Florence, in nearby 
Pisa, renovations are under way at 
that city’s Duomo, the huge Pisan 
Romanesque cathedral with a 
famous leaning bell tower. Through 
2018, the upper and front part of 
the Duomo interior will be covered 
by scaffolding, and the associated 
Duomo Museum will be closed 

for renovation. For travelers flying 
into or out of Pisa, the new “Pisa 
Mover” train offers an easy eight-
minute connection from the Galileo 
Galilei Airport to the main train sta-
tion, and leaves every 10 minutes. 
(This train station also has regular 
connections to the Cinque Terre, 
Florence and other points in Italy.)

  Rome is, as usual, in a state of 
flux, with changes to transportation 
and construction going on around 
town. The cute electric minibus 
number 116, which ran through the 
city’s medieval core from Ponte Vit-

torio Emanuele 
II to Campo de’ 
Fiori, has been 
discontinued. 

  At Termini train station, entry to 
the platforms is now restricted to 
ticketholders, though there are no 
metal detectors and lines are short. 
Airport access is now a bit easier 
and cheaper, as two new competi-
tors - T.A.M. and Schiaffini - have 
started running buses between Ter-
mini station and Fiumicino, Rome’s 
main airport.

  In and around the Roman 
Forum’s Basilica of Constan-
tine, construction work on a new 
Metro line will likely be visible for 
the next few years. In northern 
Rome, Santa Susanna - home of 
the American Catholic Church in 
Rome - is closed for renovation, 
though you can still pick up tickets 
there for the papal audience, and 
Mass is being held in English daily 
in nearby churches.

  Rome’s ancient sites are also 
getting a few tweaks. Outside the 
Colosseum, the crude costumed 
“gladiators” are now officially 
banned from posing for photos 
with tourists for money (though 
whether these photogenic bullies 
will actually be deterred remains 
to be seen). And on Palatine Hill, 
the House of Augustus and House 
of Livia, the most intact of the hill’s 
ruins, are finally open to the public. 

  Venice is still sinking, and 
unfortunately the MOSE Project 
- involving those underwater mobile 
gates that are supposed to close 

off Venice’s lagoon to protect the 
city against flooding - has been 
stalled by a corruption scandal. 
(Public works corruption ... in 
Italy?)

  Venice continues to bustle, of 
course, and visitors will be reas-
sured to find a new first-aid station 
staffed by English-speaking doctors 
on St. Mark’s Square. 

The number of “traghetti” (shuttle 
gondolas) that ferry locals and in-
the-know tourists across the Grand 
Canal has reduced from seven 
to only three: at the Fish Market 
near Rialto Bridge, at San Toma 
near the Frari Church and at Santa 
Maria del Giglio - not far from St. 
Mark’s Square. Just step in, hand 
the gondolier 2 euros, and enjoy 
the ride.

  The Cinque Terre’s five villages 
along the Italian Riviera, while 
still a delight to explore, are more 
crowded than ever. Cruise ships 
continue to dump their masses into 
the national park, congesting the 
towns and trails so much that no 
one can enjoy themselves. If cruis-
ing, stay away from these villages. 
If not cruising, enjoy them outside 
of cruise day-trip hours. 

  Vernazza, my favorite Cinque 
Terre town, now has its own 
summer opera series (Wednesday 
and Friday nights, April through 
October). Twice a week, a big-
name maestro from Lucca brings 
talented singers here to perform 
at the small oratory tucked behind 
the town’s big church, which was 
beautifully restored for just this 
purpose. 

  One thing that isn’t new in 
2017: Italy has Europe’s richest, 
craziest culture. If you take Italy on 
its own terms, you’ll experience a 
cultural keelhauling that actually 
feels good.
  (Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) 
writes European travel guidebooks 
and hosts travel shows on public 
television and public radio. Email him 
at rick@ricksteves.com and follow his 
blog on Facebook.)
           (c)2017 RICK STEVES

Rick Steve’s Europe

Italy can be more enjoyable if you know what’s new

In Venice, only three “traghetti” (shuttle gondolas) still ferry voyagers 
across the Grand Canal from established stops, though you can always 
rent a gondola for your own private ride. CREDIT: Rick Steves, Rick 
Steves’ Europe.



Page 12  THE BULLETIN  March 7, 2017  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Did you know?

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

to   me.
I used to go to the park with my 

radio and listen to baseball games. 
I would walk through the woods at 
summer camp playing a Top 40 sta-
tion. I’m sure I would have enjoyed 
those walks more by just listening 
to the sounds of nature, but I was 
young and didn’t know better.

Back to the top of this column. I 
remember putting one of those old 
radios in the closet. It seems like 
almost everything I own winds up 
eventually in a closet. There was 
nothing wrong with it. I just wasn’t 
using it.

But recently, I loaned my other 
radio, my favorite one with a bigger 
speaker, to a relative, who was 
staying alone in a house with no TV 
or radio. 

I hated to do it, because the one 
I gave him is the same type that I 
listened to as a kid, but I felt sorry 
for the guy.

I usually don’t part with these 
toys, but I made an exception. Being 
the geek that I am, it made me a 
little uncomfortable, but I wanted to 
do something special for him.

That other radio has to be in 
the back of the closet somewhere. 
Now that I loaned out my best one, 
I need the second-best, which is 
a GE AM/FM smaller radio that 
doesn’t sound as good.

I could listen to a radio app on my 
smartphone, but it’s not the same. 
I do that also, by the way, when I 
want to listen to a radio station in 

another part of the country or world.
I bought my first transistor radio 

in Vienna in 1966 at the age of 10. 
I set it to a classical station and 
listened to its tinny sound as I tried 
to imagine what the future holds. 
That radio stayed on a lot. We had 
plenty of batteries. At night, it would 
even tune in a very weak, scratchy 
AM station from the old country.

Old habits are hard to break, so I 
always keep an old transistor radio 
around the house and take it from 
room to room. But I can’t find the 
second-best one I have because the 
closet has swallowed it.

Why couldn’t those guys at 
Bell Labs somehow incorporate a 
homing beacon in those transistors 
so they could emit a signal from the 
corner of my closet, or wherever 
that radio is?

Probably because they were just 
happy to invent this thing without 
having to put all kinds of extras on it. 
I studied electronics in high school. 
That stuff is complicated. Those little 
waves have to go through a lot of 
circuitry, transistors, capacitors and 
resistors to make it to that speaker.

I found it, right where I put it a 
decade or so ago. It was hiding 
behind a bunch of old 45 RPM 
records, which is fodder for a later 
column. I didn’t even know I still had 
those records. They were way in the 
back, covering up the radio.

A little cleaning and a new bat-
tery, and it is ready to be turned on. 
That’s better. Now, where is that 
oldies station on this dial?

The closet swallowed my transistor radio
(Continued from Page 1)

A Lenten Concert, performed by 
well-known ACTS musician, David 
Kauffman, will be held on Friday 
evening, March 24, at 7:30 p.m. 
at St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church, 110 E. 
South St., Alvin.

 David Kauffman is 
a prolific artist, whose 
works touch and inspire 
people worldwide. He is 
the founder and creative 
director of Good For The 
Soul Music™ based in 
San Antonio. 

Kauffman is a songwriter and 
recording artist, screenwriter and 
movie producer, and husband 
and father whose creations are 
described as “good for the soul.” 

Kauffman is the composer of such 
songs as “Behold,” “I Will Make This 
Day My Prayer,” and “Purify My 
Heart.” Many say his concerts are 

like a mini-retreat. 
Bring your family and 

friends and come sing 
and pray together for this 
special Lenten weekend 
event. A Free Will Offering 
will be collected to cover 
the costs of the evening 
concert.

 David Kauffman will 
also lead a Lenten Prayer 

Journal Workshop on March 25, 
Saturday morning from 8:30 - 11:30 
a.m. at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Parish Hall.

This workshop combines scripture 

readings with music to draw deeper 
reflection on the sacred passages. 

The cost is $25, which includes 
breakfast & music CD (doors 
open at 8:15 a.m.). For more 

information or to register, contact 
the church office at (281) 331-
3751, or check the parish website 
www.stjohnalvin.org or email 
stjohnaff@gmail.com.

Lenten concert, workshop with David Kauffman planned at Alvin church

With only 17 state capitals 
being also the largest cities in their 
respective states but not neces-
sarily offering the best quality of 
life, the personal-finance website 
WalletHub conducted an in-depth 
analysis to determine 2017’s Best 
State Capitals to Live in.

To identify the most livable seats 
of state government, WalletHub’s 
data team compared all 50 across 
42 key metrics, ranging from “cost 
of living” to “K–12 school-system 
quality” to “number of attractions.”
Top 20 State Capitals to Live in
 1) Austin, TX 

2) Boise, ID
3) Bismarck, ND
4) Lincoln, NE
5) Madison, WI
6) Montpelier, VT
7) Concord, NH
8) Raleigh, NC    
10) Cheyenne, WY
11) Denver, CO
12) Juneau, AK
13) Olympia, WA
14) Pierre, SD
15) Columbus, OH
16) Des Moines, IA
17) Helena, MT
18) Nashville, TN
19) St. Paul, MN
20) Springfield, IL

Best vs. Worst
Juneau, Alaska, has the high-

est median household income 
(adjusted for cost of living), 
$66,009, which is 2.6 times higher 
than in Hartford, Conn., the city 
with the lowest at $25,065.

Concord, N.H., has the lowest 

unemployment rate, 2.0 percent, 
which is 3.6 times lower than in 
Hartford, Conn., the city with the 
highest at 7.1 percent. 

Providence, R.I., has the lowest 
share of state- and local-govern-
ment employees, 8.3 percent, 
which is 4.7 times lower than in 
Juneau, Alaska, the city with the 
highest at 38.8 percent.

Indianapolis has the highest 
K–12 school-system quality score, 
which is five times higher than 
in Trenton, N.J., the city with the 
lowest.

Montpelier, Vt., has the high-
est share of adults with at least a 
bachelor’s degree, 55.6 percent, 
which is 5.1 times higher than in 
Trenton, N.J., the city with the 
lowest at 11.0 percent. 

Austin, Texas, has the lowest 
infant-mortality rate, 4.05 percent, 
which is 3.3 times lower than in 
Baton Rouge, La., the city with the 
highest at 13.36 percent. 

Harrisburg, Pa., has the most 
restaurants per 100,000 residents, 
which is 7.6 times more than in 
Indianapolis, the city with the 
fewest.

Denver has the highest share of 
millennial newcomers, 8.0 percent, 
which is 2.4 times higher than in 
Jackson, Miss., the city with the 
lowest at 3.4 percent.

Bismarck, N.D., has the lowest 
violent-crime rate per 1,000 resi-
dents, 1.47 percent, which is 10.1 
times lower than in Little Rock, 
Ark., the city with the highest at 
14.85 percent.

WalletHub survey finds Austin is 
best state capital to live in

• A transistor radio is a small portable radio receiver that uses transistor-
based circuitry. 

Following their development in 1954, made possible by the invention of 
the transistor in 1947, they became the most popular electronic communica-
tion device in history, with billions manufactured during the 1960s and 1970s.

• The transistor was invented at Bell Laboratories in December 1947 (not 
in 1948 as is often stated) by John Bardeen and Walter Brattain.

Next time hold the 
thermometer next to the 

nearest light bulb
Talk about getting red-carded 

during injury time.
An overzealous soccer fan 

feigned an emergency illness in 
hopes of getting himself admit-
ted to a hospital in Crotone, Italy, 
so he could get an upper-floor 
room to look down on the sold-out 
Juventus-Crotone match at the 
stadium next door.

ER workers quickly diagnosed 
the ruse and gave him the boot.

T-ing off
Patriots defensive coordinator 

Matt Patricia got off the plane after 
New England’s latest Super Bowl 
triumph wearing a T-shirt depicting 
commissioner Roger Goodell as 
a clown.

No truth to the rumor that 
Goodell is mulling a $10,000 fine 
because the shirt wasn’t tucked in.

Naked aggression
Ex-Lions cornerback Stanley 

Wilson II was arrested in the buff 
on suspicion of burglary in Wood-
burn, Ore. – his third naked run-in 
with police in eight months.

On the bright side, prosecutors 
say, picking him out of a lineup 
shouldn’t be a problem.

Airing it out
There might be a raised eye-

brow or two, you have to figure, 
the next time Cavs guard Kyrie 
Irving says, “We came out a little 
flat tonight ....”

Talking the talk
–Brad Dickson of the Omaha 

(Neb.) World-Herald, after Okla-
homa State football coach Mike 
Gundy put on a singlet to promote 
Cowboys wrestling: “Oklahoma 
State doesn’t have a beach vol-
leyball team, right?”

–RJ Currie of SportsDeke.com, 
on Canadians accounting for 
three of the top four scorers on 
Oregon’s sixth-ranked basketball 
team: “O Canaduck.”

–Janice Hough of 
LeftCoastSportsBabe.com, after 
Jeannie Buss fired her brother Jim 
as Lakers president of basketball 
operations: “Well, at least they 
have nine months to get over it 
before Thanksgiving.”
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: GIANT  LOUSY  TAUGHT  ABRUPT
Answer: Too many glasses of rose left her -- “BLUSHING” 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): When someone tries 
to rattle your cage, you may be tempted to rattle 
back. You’ll get the most satisfaction from visiting new 
places and meeting people in the upcoming week, but 
may be reckless about risks.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Direct your energy. 
An organized plan of action can lead to accomplish-
ment in the week ahead. You may be wiser than usual 
when dealing with financial matters and more skillful 
in complicated negotiations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The best things in life 
always take time. Tame your impatience in the week 
to come. The object of your affection can serve as a 
calming influence. An informal chat with a colleague 
could dissolve misunderstandings.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Two’s company, 
three’s a crowd. It may be difficult to spend quality 
time alone with someone you love in the week ahead 
because there are too many others begging for atten-
tion. Remain devoted to a relationship.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Do your own thing. Your 
friendly outgoing manner could attract new people 
and friends. You might be able to slip out from behind 
the bars that block your freedom and act indepen-
dently in the week to come.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): It’s time to clear the 
air. There is a tendency to appear too serious when 
playfulness is in order and vice versa. Someone who 
seems to want sympathy might not appreciate your 
helpfulness in the week ahead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You may be surrounded 
by energetic go-getters. You can feed off their positive 
energy without engaging in unnecessary risks. Don’t 
expect too much, too soon, from a potential romantic 
hookup this week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Take your time. Avoid 
becoming involved in trivialities and keep focused on your 
most important goals in the week ahead. You may incur 
unnecessary expenses in the upcoming week that you 
regret later.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A spoonful of 
sugar can be addictive. Be sweet and charming to please 
a special someone or use your people skills to smooth out 
a business transaction. You may receive public notice in 
the week ahead.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Avoid sending mixed 
signals. In group settings you may overreach the limits of 
your authority and may end up as the odd man out in the 
week ahead. Mind your own business, not other people’s 
business.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Concentrate on build-
ing a solid framework for a lasting relationship in the week 
ahead. No matter what your objective or whether you are 
a workaholic or a homebody, two heads will be better than 
one.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): There is a New Moon 
in your sign today. This may offer a subtle change of 
direction as the week unfolds. Your social skills are in 
tiptop condition so you’ll have no trouble developing new 
contacts and connections.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

March 6: ON THIS DATE in 
1836, the Alamo in San Antonio, 
Texas, fell to Mexican forces after 
a 13-day siege; all of its defenders 
were slain. In 1857, in its “Dred 
Scott” decision, the U.S. Supreme 
Court held that Scott, a slave who 
had escaped to the North, could not 
sue for his freedom in federal court.

March 7: ON THIS DATE 
in 1926, the first trans-Atlantic 
radiotelephone conversation took 
place. In 1936, Adolf Hitler ordered 
German troops to march into the 
Rhineland, breaking the Treaty of 
Versailles and the Locarno Pact.

March 8: ON THIS DATE in 
1965, the United States landed 
about 3,500 Marines in South 
Vietnam, as the buildup of U.S. 
forces there began. In 2014, 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 with 
239 people aboard lost contact and 
disappeared, prompting the most 
exhaustive and costly search effort 
in history. The bulk of the airframe 

and recording devices were never 
recovered before the search was 
called off after almost three years.

March 9: ON THIS DATE in 
1862, during the Civil War, the iron-
clads Monitor and Virginia (formerly 
the Merrimac) clashed for five hours 
to a draw off Hampton Roads, Va. 
In 1954, CBS newsman Edward R. 
Murrow critically reviewed Wis-
consin Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy’s 
strident anti-communism campaign 
on his “See It Now” program, U.S. 
television’s first and most influential 
newsmagazine.

March 10: ON THIS DATE 
in 1864, Gen. Ulysses S. Grant 
became commander of all Union 
forces in the Civil War. In 2011, 
an 8.9-magnitude earthquake and 
devastating tsunami struck northern 
Japan, resulting in 15,000 deaths, 
more than 3,000 missing and 
radiation leaks from several nuclear-
power reactors.

March 11: ON THIS DATE in 

1942, as Japanese forces advanced 
in the Pacific during World War II, 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur left the 
Philippines for Australia, vowing: 
“I shall return.” He did so, nearly 
three years later. In 1985, Mikhail 
Gorbachev was chosen to succeed 
the late Soviet President Konstantin 
Chernenko.

March 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1912, Juliette Gordon Low founded 
the Girl Guides, which later became 
the Girl Scouts of America. In 1933, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
delivered the first of his radio “fire-
side chats.”

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1971, Joe 
Frazier defeated Muhammad Ali in 
Madison Square Garden to retain 
his world heavyweight-boxing title.

This week’s question: In 
1953, who succeeded Georgi 
Malenkov as secretary-general 
of the Soviet Union’s Communist 
Party?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

WEEKLY GEOGRAPHY QUIZ
 GEOQUIZ: Where would you travel to visit the Great Sandy Desert?
Answer: Australia. Located in the northwestern part of the country, it’s 

Australia’s second largest desert after the Great Victoria Desert.

Send your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you 
spread the word on the many things going on in your community.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Between 2001 and 2010, the United States borrowed over $1 trillion to 
give wealthy taxpayers with incomes over $250,000 substantial tax breaks, 
including the 2001 Bush era tax cuts.

• The 99 percent has seen their national share of income decline from 91 
percent in 1976 to 79 percent in 2010. The share of wealth owned by the 
bottom 90 percent declined from 19.1 percent in 1962 to 12.8 percent in 
2009.

• The median net worth of white households in 2009 was $113,149, over 
20 times the median net worth of African American households ($5,677) and 
18 times that of Hispanic households ($6,325).
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Bumper car, at times
7 Cookbook author Rombauer
11 Smoke
14 Lancelot’s unrequited lover
15 Assam products
16 Barcelona bear
17 Equipment for picnic competi-
tions
19 Grabbed a chair
20 Melee

21 Ballet bend
22 State with five national parks
23 Embryo development sites
26 Priestly vestment
29 Right Guard rival
30 Old anesthetic
31 Willy Loman, in a 1949 play
34 Architect Jones
37 McDonald’s founder
38 Make really happy
41 Nobel Prize subj.

42 “Cheers!”
44 Connections traced on 
ancestry.com
46 Tiny amounts
49 Chill in the air
50 Denials
51 Big name on Wall Street
55 French friends
56 Elevator option
57 Horseshoe-shaped letter
61 Tried to get into an office
62 Lisa Simpson’s instrument
64 With 43-Down, what a criminal 
might be on
65 Augusta National’s __ Corner
66 British Invasion star
67 Doesn’t lack
68 Nothing more than
69 Its flag features a six-pointed star

DOWN
1 Weight room count
2 Burn soother
3 Damon of “The Martian”
4 Mazda roadster
5 Inters
6 Classic auto
7 Novelist Calvino
8 Deliver from memory
9 Succeed
10 In the Gospels, Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem on one
11 San JosŽ denizen
12 First name in gravity
13 Some black-clad teens
18 “This Is __ Tap”
22 Early Web forum
24 Title
25 City with two MLB teams
26 More than wonders
27 Carefree adventure
28 Connections traced on 
ancestry.com
32 Modern birthday greetings
33 “Can’t help ya”
35 Disco adjective
36 Tip jar fillers
39 Lease signer
40 “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” 
writer Carle
43 See 64-Across
45 Galaxy alternatives
47 Title for Bovary
48 Distracting bedmate
51 “Party on, Wayne” speaker
52 City on the Missouri
53 Sty denizens
54 Ugly campaign tactic
58 “ÀC-mo __?”
59 “The Wizard of Oz” family name
60 Skater’s maneuver
62 Impact sound
63 Geisha’s sash
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
RAT  APE  BAT  FOX  SEAL  BEAR  MOLE  BOAR  HORSE  WHALE  SKUNK  MOUSE  MOOSE 



Page 16  THE BULLETIN  March 7, 2017  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com


