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Have some of
this Dirt Cake

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Did you ever make mud pies
when you were a kid? I know I
did, but mine were usually made
of sawdust from my Dad’s shop. It
was easier to clean up after and to
wash off my hands.
Funny thing. I had a tea set and
I would make real tea and mud

Memories are made of this

pies, and we’d have a tea party.
We drank the tea but didn’t eat the
mud pies.
Spring is in the air now, and
thoughts of past mud pies and
tea parties are circulating in my
head. And that made me think
of Dirt Cake - a real dessert that
was popular in the late 80s and
90s, and it is one of the recipes in
my first Seasoned Eatings from

(Continued on Page 7)

The great pie
conquest

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

Ever since my daughter was a
toddler, I’ve always gotten her a
“Tigger” birthday cake, so called
because she was of the generation that spent significant time in
a device that clamped over the
top of door frame, attached by a
bungee-type cord to a seat. She
would spend hours in that thing
jumping, and when I held her,
she would start bouncing with
enthusiasm.
Which is why we called her
Tigger - after the Winnie the Pooh
character.
This year I decided that I would
(Continued on Page 4)
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Texas’ official state pie tastes mighty good
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

The official state pie of Texas
was daring me to cut a piece.
My wife, Kelly, and I don’t often
eat sweets so I was shocked to
see the sumptuous pecan pie in
plain sight in our kitchen. It’s not
that we don’t both have a sweet

The View from My Seat
tooth, it’s just that we are trying to
limit sugar intake.
I worried I had forgotten a
special occasion.
Had I missed a birthday or
anniversary? Was it in honor of
Go Texan Day?
Nothing special, she said, much
to my relief. She explained she
had purchased the pie months

(Continued on Page 10)

Even
if
it’s

made
in ...

(Continued on Page 11)

I don’t want to be rude, but
that’s not a good way to start
By John Toth
The Bulletin

It was a 979 area code, but an
unfamiliar number. I answered it
anyway.
It became obvious that the
number was fake. What gave it
away was the short pause before
someone on the other end chimed
in. But it didn’t become obvious
quickly enough.
“John?”

Ramblings

Oklahoma

Chat with specialists Surprise pregnancy announcement
at the Brain Fair requires careful planning ... and luck

Neurologists Dr. Blair Krell and
Dr. L.F. Barnwell and cardiologist
Dr. Qiangjun Cai will man tables at
the Gathering Place Brain Fair Sat.,
Mar. 28.
“This is an incredible opportunity
for people who have questions,”
said Audery Calhoun, Gathering
Place Community Relations Liaison. “The length of face time with a
physician on an average follow-up
visit is seven minutes. Many times,
people report they remembered
questions they forgot to ask on
their way home.”
The specialists will be available

I can’t tell you
why I’m calling

By Stephanie Johnson

We wanted to do something
Thanksgiving-themed, but where to
start? How could we make it someMy first trimester of pregnancy
thing special? That is when David
was over. I felt like a new person.
came home with an award-winning
My body had settled into its new
pregnancy announcement idea.
function, and it was finally time to
We would purchase a toy turkey
unveil our three-month-long big
and have each
secret.
person grab a
But, we needed
Future
mommy
diaries
wooden feather
a plan.
and a Sharpie
Thanksgiving
and write down what he or she is
was right around the corner, which
thankful for. We couldn’t do it alone,
was lucky, because all of David’s
so we spilled the beans to his sister,
family planned to be together in one
and she took over the planning
room at the same time. That doesn’t
so we wouldn’t risk giving it away
happen unless it’s a holiday or a cel(Continued on Page 6)
ebration, so the timing was perfect.
The Bulletin

“Who is this?” I didn’t recognize
the voice.
My name is so and so. They
alway say a name, but I never
remember it. “I’m calling about a
personal matter.”
Wonder what that could be? It
sounds important and downright
mysterious.
“O.K., let’s hear it.”
“Before I do, I just want to let you
know that this call may be monitored
for quality purposes.”
Now I regretted answering the
call. I’m not going to buy anything
over the phone, and I sure am not
going to give out any information.
But I also don’t want to be rude. I

(Continued on Page 5)
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Lightning strikes
• A single bolt of lightning is
around 50,000f or 5 times hotter
than the surface of the sun.
• The irrational fear of lightning is
known as keraunophobia.
• There are two types of lightning,
negative strikes and positive strikes.
Positive strikes are 5 times more
powerful than negative strikes.
• The odds of being struck by
lightning in your lifetime is 1 in
3,000.
• Most lightning strikes average at
2-3 miles long and carry a current of
10000 Amps at 100million volts.
• Each second there are 50 to
100 Cloud-to-ground lightning
strikes to the earth worldwide.
• The Empire State Building in
New York is struck 24 times a year
and was once struck eight times in
24 minutes.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
These little things get into
everthing
Q. They are the most abundant organisms on Earth, by one
estimate over a million times more
than the stars in the universe, says
“New Scientist” magazine. They
don’t grow, communicate or move
on their own, and without a home,
they remain inert. Researchers
know very little about them, except
that they will start reproducing when
they enter a suitable environment.
Do you know what they are?
A. They are viruses, and they’re
found just about everywhere, from
oceans and forests to every person
on the planet, reports the magazine’s Jonathan Goodman. Though
they cause some of the most dangerous diseases - smallpox, AIDS,
Ebola, flu - they also “play a key role
in evolution and may well have been
crucial for the origins of life.”
“In very hot environments, viruses
tend to die quickly, which is why
heating is an effective way to kill
them. In colder temperatures,
viruses can survive for months or
even years before successfully
infecting a host.” Once inside a
cell, the virus “hijacks the biological
machinery it lacks and uses it to
copy its genetic material.” Viruses

replicate rapidly, and within days,
they may be in all of the host’s
cells, for ill or good. One group that
helps keep humans well by killing
disease-causing bacteria is called
bacteriophages, and researchers
are beginning to use them to treat
bacterial infections.
As to how many types of viruses
there are, researchers have only the
vaguest idea. But stay tuned as they
try to map the incredibly complex
world of the virosphere.
Postpositive
Q. An English sentence can
have some curious twists and turns,
including postpositives such as
“ad litum,” “aforethought,” “errant,”
“immemorial” and “laureate.” What
is a “postpositive” and can you
define these examples?
A. “Unlike a preposition, which
goes before a word, a postpositive goes after,” explains Anu Garg
on his “A.Word.A.Day” website.
Consider, for example, “guardian
ad litum.” “Ad litem,” from Latin
“ad” (toward) and “litigare” (to go
to law), is a person appointed by a
court to represent someone, such
as a child, considered incapable
of representing herself in a lawsuit. “Aforethought,” in the phrase
“malice aforethought,” is “planned or
premeditated; not by accident.” For
“errant,” there are two meanings:
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“traveling, especially for adventure”;
and “erring, straying, or moving
aimlessly.” But only the first is used
postpositively, as in “knight-errant.”
Next, “immemorial” means “very
old; beyond memory or recorded
history.” Earliest documented
use is 1593, decidedly not “since
time immemorial.” Finally, “laureate” comes from an ancient Greek
tradition of crowning people with
a wreath of laurel sprigs to honor
them. Thus, a “poet laureate”
describes a person honored for
achieving distinction in the field of
poetry.
Creatures falling
from the sky
Q. If you’re in south Florida
during a particularly cold spell, what
creature might end up falling from
the sky?
A. Iguanas are cold-blooded
herbivores that find south Florida
quite hospitable with its warm temperatures and plentiful trees, says
Dan Lewis on his “Now I Know”
website. However, “at temperatures
in the low 40s, the iguanas freeze,
and now more ice pop than lizard,
they tend to fall out of their trees.”
But, reports the National Weather
Service, they’re only in “a coldinduced stasis-like state,” in effect,
hibernating. Once temperatures
rise, the iguanas warm up and come
back to life.
So, what do you do when an
iguana falls from the sky? Simply
do nothing, Lewis answers. Even
picking up a frozen iguana is a bad
idea. It could become frightened as
it warms, and per the Washington
Post, “like any wild animal, it will try
to defend itself.” As Lewis advises:
“It may be a good idea to keep your
head up if you’re walking under
trees on a cold Florida day.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?

• Sarcasm can make you smarter
and more creative, according to
researchers from Harvard. Both
the expressers and recipients need
to overcome the contradiction
between the literal and actual meanings of the sarcastic expressions
- a process that promotes creative
thinking.
• You’re more likely to be bitten by
a Chihuahua than a pit bull.
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Making a lemon birthday pie is easier said than done
(Continued from Page 1)

do something different. In lieu of
buying a Tigger cake, I set out to
make her favorite lemon pie, using
her fraternal grandmother’s recipe.
Mother, as she got older,
assigned her go-to-recipes to
index cards secreted in a metal file
box. I’m not sure why she did this
because when she cooked, she did
it from memory, not the index card.
I never thought about it much, but
I hadn’t made the lemon pie in a
couple of years and referenced the
index card to make the pie.
And that’s how the comedy of
errors began.
I premeasured all the ingredients
and placed them in containers. I
put the containers in the order they

were to be added to the pie. I was
all set and began the process of
mixing dry ingredients to be added
to boiling water and lemon juice.
I promptly knocked over the
lemon juice container, and was frantically trying to clean up the spill and
re-measure lemon juice at the same
time. This was not the smoothest
of moves I could have made, but it
was one of the stickiest.
I finally got lemon juice added to
boiling water and began mixing the
dry ingredients. When they thickened, I was to add two egg yolks
(which I had separated by hand with
no problem). I promptly knocked
over the container with the egg
yolks. Fortunately, I had cleaned the
countertop thoroughly and merely

:

TURN-ONS: ROSES AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT: A very attractive German woman, traveling with her girlfriends in a camper van in the
remote Nordkapp area, on the northernmost tip of Norway, got stuck on
an icy mountain road far from any emergency help. Fearing they would
slide down, she posted her picture on the dating app Tinder. A young guy
with a mechanical digger showed up five minutes later.
YOU THINK YOU’RE TOO GOOD FOR ME!?: A man called the
police emergency number in Waukesha, Wisc., and asked the female
dispatcher if she wanted to “fool around” or “spend some quality time
together.” She declined.
OH, SO THAT WAS WHAT THAT WAS: A woman led police on a
high-speed chase on an icy Interstate in Gallup, N.M., which ended when
she crashed into a pickup truck. She told the policeman who arrested her,
“I’m sorry, I thought you were a bad guy.” The officer pointed out that he
had engaged his siren and flashing lights during the chase.
SORRY, BRO’, I JUST CAN’T HELP YOU: A man tried to rob a
convenience store in Lafayette, La., despite the fact that the clerk behind
the counter was his brother. The clerk lowered the protective glass that
surrounds the checkout area, and his brother ran away.
GUILTY AS CHARGED, DUDE: A 20-year-old man, facing charges
of simple drug possession in Lebanon, Tenn., lit up a marijuana cigarette
when he appeared before the judge.
AND YET IT WAS SOMEHOW APPROPRIATE: People walking
down Sauchiehall Street in Glasgow, Scotland, were shocked to see a
couple engaging in a passionate encounter in the window of their apartment above the Nice N Sleazy bar.
ALLOW ME TO APOLOGIZE, OFFICER: A man, who was running from the police in St. Petersburg, Fla., tried to carjack a vehicle, only
to find that the driver was an undercover cop.
THESE BELONG TO YOU, SIR?: Police, investing the theft of
mobile phones at a rock concert in in Amsterdam, Netherlands, found a
man with 30 of the devices in his cycling shorts.
SORRY, MA’AM, THERE’S NOTHING WE CAN DO ABOUT
THAT: A “highly intoxicated” 69-year-old woman repeatedly called the
police emergency number in Largo, Fla., to complain about her husband.

herded them back into the container,
and added them to the mix. They
then cooked for a minute, and I set
them aside to cool. I now began the
process of making a meringue.
Today’s large egg is roughly
equivalent to a small or medium egg
from the days of yore, as I sadly
discovered. I used a hand mixer to
beat egg whites until they stiffened
and then added sugar while slowly
beating the whole mixture.
They began to form peaks, and
I added a little lemon juice and 1/8
teaspoon of salt. I now put all the
meringue atop the pie and began
spreading it to cover its surface.
It was not very fluffy and not very
voluminous. When I finished, it only
provided a thin topping. I placed it in
the oven to brown.
When it browned, I pulled it out
and saw that meringue had not
sealed to the edge of the pie. It
was so thin that the filling pulled it
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apart when it jiggled. I did what all
modern citizens do - I Googled it.
As it turns out, I should have used
cream of tartar instead of salt in
the meringue, and I should have
doubled the amount of all ingredients.
Better to know this later than
never, although my new-found
knowledge did not help the current
situation.
I know that mother used cream
of tartar; I just didn’t realize in which

recipe. I have annotated her index
card (and have stored it in the computer). I will be prepared next time I
decide to make Granny’s lemon pie.
No harm done. It still tasted good.
All’s well that ends well. All in a
day’s work for Tigger’s birthday.
(Edward Forbes wants to
hear from you. Email him at
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send
comments by snail mail to The
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX.
77516.)
Graphic by Stephanie Johnson / The Bulletin
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Give me your personal info, and we’ll talk Houston Astros were good enough in 2017 without cheating
(Continued from Page 1)

know that it’s a hard job cold-calling
people and badgering them about
whatever they badger about.
I would never do it. But some
people are good at it, and a few
probably even like it. Those are the
ones who don’t mind verbal abuse.
But not from me. I am always as
polite as I can be because we’re in
the selling business also.
One caller who wanted to sell me
electricity was very good. So good
that I tried to hire her to sell ads
for me. I felt bad telling her that I
would not switch electric companies
because of a phone call, and definitely not right there on the spot.
But I also liked her style and
pushy personality – not too pushy,
but pushy enough. She had my
number already because she called
it. I told her to call me back if she’s
interested, but she never did.
Back to the caller who got my first
name right. At least I now knew that
I was being recorded.
“Before we can go any further,
could you confirm the last four digits
of your Social Security Number?”

No.
“Why would I do that, since I don’t
know what this is all about.”
“Could you then confirm your
address?”
No.
“We cannot discuss this personal
matter unless you do one or the
other.”
I don’t really care about that. I do
care about not giving out personal
information to a voice on the phone.
I still didn’t want to hurt his feelings,
but I was not going to do anything of
the sorts.
“I want to talk to you about a
personal matter, but I need you to
confirm this information before I can
continue,” he said.
I guess whatever that matter is
will remain secret. “I’d be glad to
talk to you about it, if you just tell me
what it is,” I replied.
“I can’t do that, sir. Have a nice
day,” he said in a pouty voice and
disconnected the line. Temper,
temper.
Too bad, because I was going to
ask him if he wanted to sell advertising.

(In response to Ernie Williamson’s column on the 2017 Astros)
I just read your article about the
Astros in the Bulletin newspaper. I
have to say I am not much of any
kind of sports fan however, but my
mother was. She adored the Astros
and was very happy they won that
year.
It was also the year she died.
She passed away Dec. 7, 2017 at
the age of 101. She got to see her
Astros win before she moved on to
greater things. Several family members purchased Astro memorabilia
for her, which she wore proudly. So
I have to say I’m disappointed in the

We’ve got mail

Astros behavior. I’m glad she was
not alive to see that her beloved
Astros cheated.
Now I do have to ask this question. Are the Astros the first to cheat
this way? I don’t think so. They may
be the first to get caught, but definitely not the first one to cheat.
Way back when, high school
coaches often filmed the games
football, baseball, etc. to teach “strategic skills “ when big games were
coming up. They notice small details
and point them out. So I have a
hard time believing this method of

cheating hasn’t been around for
years. Signs have been changed in
the past to confuse the other team.
They hide their sign in the mixed
signals that look as if the coach is
chasing away a swarm of bees or
mosquitoes.
Should they have cheated? No.
Should any team in any sport cheat?
No. Did they need to cheat? No.
The fans would still be fans. Professional players need to remember
their salary is supported by the fans.
They are paid far too much money
to cheat.
Just another opinion.
Deborah Anderson
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Our family Thanksgiving dinner’s big surprise was huge
(Continued from Page 1)

accidentally.
I made personalized wine bottle
labels and put them on bottles of
wine for each person in the family
as a celebratory drink after we
made the announcement. I left my
name out for obvious reasons.
As Thanksgiving approached, I
wore my loosest-fitting clothes and
stretchy pants to hide my growing baby bump. We pulled into the
driveway, said hello to everyone and
hid the bottles of wine upstairs in a
closet where no one would look for
them.

It was hard to act like nothing was
going on that day. I was so anxious
and excited to see how our family
would react. As we ate, laughed,
and enjoyed our Thanksgiving, the
“Thankful” turkey came out, and it
was time for the announcement.
As David’s sister told everyone
the rules, I remember standing there
with the biggest smile on my face. I
probably smiled for a full 10 minutes
and didn’t say a word. Come to think
of it, I wonder why no one picked up
on my behavior. Maybe they didn’t
think it was all that weird.
We were handed our wooden

feather and Sharpie. I wrote
“Thankful for baby Johnson”, and
David wrote “Due June 2020.” We
returned our feathers, and they
were placed in the turkey. Once
everyone was done, the feathers
were read out loud.
“I am thankful for brownies
and my family,” wrote my adorable nephew as he took a bite of
brownie. If that wasn’t the cutest
thing ever, I wasn’t sure what was.
Our feathers were read last.
“Stephanie and David are thankful for baby Johnson, due June
2020.”
Everyone started looking around,
maybe in shock, disbelief, happiness, or all of the above. We must
have done a better job hiding it than
I thought. With everyone looking at
us, I yelled “Surprise!”
I handed everyone their bottle of
wine with the announcement. Our
plan could not have been carried
out better.
Hug after hug, there was growing
excitement in the room. I think about
that feeling a lot. I compare it to
going to the fair as a kid for the first
time and riding carnival rides with
the wind blowing through your hair
while eating cotton candy. Maybe
it’s messy and risky, especially
after eating, but at that moment, it
doesn’t get better.
We then recalled how I was

Wild West BBQ
AWARD WINNING BBQ

SANDWICH, SIDE, DRINKS FOR 2
PRESENT
COUPON AT
TIME OF
PURCHASE

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

DINE-IN
TAKE-OUT
DRIVE-THRU

pregnant at the family reunion and
at a wedding and how no one had
a clue.
We had pulled off a great
surprise, and we only had to hide it
for three months, and at two huge
family events.
Luckily, we were able to tell our
family before Christmas, or I think I
would have exploded.
All this occurred on David’s side
of the family. I never had a chance

to hide anything on my side. When
you work in the family business,
there are few secrets – actually,
none.
It was time to start researching items for our baby registry, but
that will have to wait until another
column.
(You can reach Stephanie at
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Clam chowder tastes good and is good for you

A clam chowder in its simplest
form is a soup or stew containing
clams or fish.
The most common type of
chowder includes milk or cream
as well as potatoes. The Manhattan clam chowder is made with
tomatoes.
Source: ationaldaycalendar.com
Graphic: Staff, TN
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milk and instant pudding together.
cheese
Fold in cream cheese mixture into
½ stick margarine
pudding with rubber spatula. Last,
1 cup powdered sugar
worms and some silk flowers (or
fold in Cool Whip.
2 packages instant vanilla pudedible ones). Plant them in your Dirt
In an 8- or 10-inch clean flower
ding (6 serving size)
Cake, and watch the smiles erupt
pot, layer mixture, crushed cookies,
3 ½ cups milk
when you serve it. Below is the
gummy worms to top of container
1 – 12 ounce carton Cool Whip
recipe – have some fun!
with cookies on top layer. Place silk
1 package gummy worms
Dirt Cake
flower in center of pot and have a
Crush cookies. In a separate
1 - 20 ounce package of Oreo
couple of gummy worms lying on
bowl, cream the following together:
cookies
top of the “dirt”. Serve with flower
cream cheese, margarine, pow1 – 8 ounce package of cream
trowel.
dered sugar. In another bowl, blend

No plastic fishing worms were used to make this Dirt Cake
(Continued from Page 1)

River’s End CDs.
The way you present the cake is
the fun part. You buy and thoroughly
clean a new plastic plant pot. Then,
make the Dirt Cake in the pot and
serve it with a new clean trowel. Did
you ever make it? If you ever did,
you would remember it – it’s mostly
rich pudding and crushed Oreo
cookies. The crushed Oreos look
just like a rich dirt with white pieces
of vermiculite in it.
I thought how much fun we had
making it. Kids love it. One memory
of making this cake is back when
The Houston Canoe Club hosted a
spooky campsite on Lake Texana
for Halloween, and we had a potluck
meal. You could bring anything, but
it had to go along with a spooky
theme. One year, I made the Dirt
Cake, complete with gummy worms
and the flower from the “Little Shop
of Horrors” play/movie.
When it was time for dessert, no

one “cut “my cake – they thought it
was just a decoration. So, I started
scooping out the delicious delight,
and, of course, the kids lined up
first. Soon they were busily devouring the sweet treat. As the last of the
Dirt Cake found itself onto my plate,
an angry mother confronted me.
“How DARE you put plastic fishing worms in a dessert for the kids,
“ she scolded. I think she was more
than just a little bit angered when I
laughed. She had seen Roy and me
fishing earlier and had mistaken the
gummy worms in the Dirt Cake for
plastic fishing worms we had been
using to fish with. She calmed down
when I pointed out that the gummy
worms were melting – and I picked
out one on my plate and ate it. After
that, she had to eat crow, uh … dirt,
– Dirt Cake that is.
So, when you have a luncheon
where you want to serve something
different, get you a plastic flower
pot, a clean trowel, some gummy

Prices Good Thru 03-17-20
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Personal finances make the grade at Sweeny Junior High
Sixteen Chevron Phillips volunteers took on the task of teaching
Junior Achievement’s Economics
for Success basic career and budgeting program to more than 170
Sweeny Junior High seventh grade
students recently.
Chevron Phillips Chemical
and Sweeny ISD partnered with
Junior Achievement to bring the JA
Economics for Success program
to the students. This is the fourth
year Chevron Phillips employees

sponsored the volunteers for the
Junior Achievement middle grade
program for Sweeny Junior High
students.
JA Economics for Success gives
students the information needed to
build strong personal finances, a
cornerstone to a happy, secure life.
Students learn the importance
of exploring career options based
on their skills, interests and values.
They also learn about spending
money within a budget; saving and

Members of the West Columbia
Paradise Cemetery located on
N.16th and Jefferson Street are being
reminded 2020 annual dues cemetery
upkeep are now due.
Contact Dorothy Fisher 979-345-3805

investing wisely; and using credit
cautiously. The program also demonstrates the economic benefits of
staying in school. These students
learn through hands-on games and
activities to make a connection
between what they learn in school
and how it can be applied to the
real world.
“JA Economics for Success correlates with the Texas Education
Agency’s criteria for middle grade
financial literacy curriculum”, said
Junior Achievement President Kim
Effenberger.
“This is one of my favorite
programs, because it really gets
students to think about their future,
make informed decisions, set goals
and explore career paths as well
as touching on personal finance
and budgeting. We want to thank
Chevron Phillips Chemical for their
continued support in bringing these
vital programs to the youth of our
area, as well as Sweeny ISD for
allowing us in the classrooms with
the students.” Effenberger added.
As part of the day, each student
was randomly given an occupation card listing the potential gross
and net income per month. Each
then had to balance their budget,
spending a certain amount for
housing, clothing, entertainment,
transportation and food while still
budgeting for savings.
They learned that some occupations come with a higher income
than others, but to achieve the
higher income would often require
additional school and training.
Other lessons include: how
insurance and deductibles work,
what types of scenarios affect
your credit rating, how credit cards
and interest work, what types of
insurance are there and what’s the
risk of going without among other
activities.
Chevron Phillips volunteer
Maison Broadhead said: “Students
were great and participated in all
the games! Based on our recap,
the students learned a lot about
setting career goals, budgeting
and how credit and debit cards
work.”
Junior Achievement encourages
everyone to talk to their kids about
money and saving. If you would
like to teach the subject, contact
JA at (979) 549-0800.

Sweeny Junior High students practice personal finances with the help of
Junior Achievement and CP Chem.
West Columbia Paradise Cemetery
will hold its annual board meeting
6:00 PM Wednesday March 11 at Israel
Chapel AME Church 214 W. Jackson
St. West Columbia.
Contact phone number 979.345.3805

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
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Brazoria County Library System
True crime author Kathryn Casey to speak at library dinner

The Brazoria County Library System Foundation presents its 11th annual
Evening with the Author on Tuesday, March 31, featuring Kathryn Casey,
mystery novelist and true crime author, talking about her book, “Shattered.”
Kathryn Casey started as a journalist whose articles often examined sensational crime. Her list of accomplishments includes writing both mystery
fiction and non-fiction, concentrating on Texas cases. Her book, “Deliver
Us,” is based on the Texas killing fields and Interstate 45 murders. She
has also written on the stiletto murder and the Kaufman County prosecutor
murders.
The dinner will be at 6 p.m. at the Brazoria County Fairgrounds Auditorium
in Angleton. Tickets for the event will be $45 per person and include dinner.
Tickets can be purchased from any foundation board member, your branch
library, or by calling the Library Administration office at (979) 864-1505.
Proceeds from the dinner and silent auction will be used to fund a library
subscription to Creativebug, a site for people interested in arts and crafts,
which includes classes, videos, downloadable templates and inspiration.
Library patrons will be able to access the help of Creativebug from home or
in the library. Creativebug and the arts and crafts MakerSpaces at several
branches funded with proceeds of previous author dinners will bring out the
inner artist in all of us!

NEXT CLASS MARCH 28

Kathryn Casey
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Support Texas pecan growers by eating more pecan pies
(Continued from Page 1)

earlier and had stored it in the
freezer until she couldn’t resist the
temptation any longer.
She then advised me to devour
as much as I wanted because the
leftovers would be gone the next
day.
You see, Kelly and I don’t have
much willpower. So, after snacking
on cookies, or a cake or a pie, we
give the rest away.
I ate a piece of pecan pie that
afternoon. Had another after
dinner. And went to the kitchen
for a bed-time nibble. The pie had
already been given away. My wife
is disciplined.
I am ashamed to admit that I’m a
newcomer when it comes to pecan
pie. I grew up in California and had
never had pecan pie until moving
to Texas. Even then, I went years
without sampling a piece.
Then we moved into a house in
Clear Lake that had a huge pecan
tree in the courtyard. A pecan tree
is not for a lazy gardener like me.
They are messy, shedding leaves,
branches and pollen everywhere.
Then there were the ravenous
squirrels who ate the nuts and left
the cracked shells for me to sweep
up.
At some point, I decided I should
have a taste of pecan pie. It would
be the Texas thing to do. It was love

at first bite.
The Texas Legislature designated
pecan pie the official state pie in
2013. That figures because the
pecan is also the state health nut,
and the pecan tree is the official
tree.
According to the Senate resolution bestowing the honor on pecan
pie, pecan trees are native to 150
counties in our state, and the pecan
is the state’s only commercially
grown nut. Texas pecan growers
account for more than 20 percent
of all pecans grown in the United
States.
The earliest record of our distinctive dessert dates to the late 19th
Century when “Texas Siftings,” a
weekly humor magazine, described
it in 1886 as being “not only delicious but capable of being made
into a ‘real state pie.’”
It was around 1930 when the pie
became the syrup-based creation it
is today. The wife of an executive at
the Karo Syrup company combined
that product with pecans to make a
pie. It proved an irresistible mixture,
and the pie was featured in popular
cookbooks in the 1940s.
Kelly has a longer history than I
do with pecan pie. The brand of pie
we munched on that day not only
tasted great, but it was filled with
nostalgia for her.
Kelly spent her childhood in rural

Oklahoma and cherishes memories
of her father, a doctor, taking her
and her sister along on hospital
rounds in nearby Pauls Valley.
On the way home, they would
stop at a restaurant and have a
piece of their favorite pecan pie.
The restaurant was owned by
two brothers, Lee and Julian Field.
They had begun by opening a gas
station after World War I and then
opened a small restaurant in 1925.
Each morning their wives cooked
pastries in their homes for the restaurant. The demand for the pecan
pies became so great they added a
bakery to the restaurant.
By 1975, the family had opened
a modern factory and was delivering frozen pecan pies across the
country.
My wife’s sister spotted a Field’s
pecan pie while shopping in our
area, and the family has enjoyed
them ever since.
It may be heresy to eat a Texas
state pie that was made in Oklahoma, but it sure tasted good.
Imagine if we hadn’t given away the
Blue Bell.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or,
send letters in care of The Bulletin,
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Get expert advice at Brain Fair March 28
(Continued from Page 1)

from 10 a.m. until noon. People can
grab a cup of coffee and pull up a
chair to chat, something they have
never been able to do in a busy
doctor’s office, Calhoun noted.
“At the Gathering Place, we
have observed that primary care
physicians will immediately refer a
patient to a cardiologist with a heart
problem but may continue to provide care if the patient’s complaint
is short-term memory loss. That is
probably because stress, anxiety,
fatigue, depression, vitamin deficiencies, and even diet can cause
memory problems,” she said.
“At last year’s Brain Fair, Dr. Krell
remarked that most of his Alzheimer’s patients come to him in later
stages of the disease. Family members may have noticed early signs
– forgetfulness, confusion, a change
in social habits, minor personality
changes - for several years. Many
times, family will dismiss those
symptoms as merely part of the
aging process. If they do suspect
Alzheimer’s, they do not realize that
the person may benefit from treat-

ment in the earliest stages. It often
takes a major event—the person
becomes belligerent or violent or
lost – before the family seeks medical attention,” Calhoun said.
Calhoun is also a coach for Early
Stage Coaches, Inc. a Gathering
Place affiliate which works with
early stage Alzheimer’s patients to
slow progression or even reverse
memory loss.
At the Brain Fair, five-minute
GPCOG memory tests will be
available. “If a person scores less
than 7 out of 9 on the GPCOG, we
will offer them a Mini-Mental Status
Exam, a more comprehensive test,”
Dale Libby, Gathering Place CEO
said. “This is a great opportunity for
people to bring a family member
they are concerned about. In a
festive atmosphere, the family members can do the ‘memory games’
together.”
The sixth annual Gathering Place
Brain Fair, one of only three in
the nation, will be held Sat., Mar.
28, from 9 a.m. until noon at the
Brazoria County Fairgrounds, 901
S. Downing in Angleton.

Have some delicious strawberries

Strawberries are grown in
nearly every corner of the
Earth and comprise of over
600 varieties. An excellent source of Vitamin C,
strawberries are also a good
source of folic acid, potassium and fiber.
Source: nationaldaycalendar.com;
Graphic: Staff, TNS
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Back in the saddle
It’s been revealed that D-backs
pitcher Madison Bumgarner, using
the alias Mason Saunders, raked
in some prize money in calf-roping
events the past few years.
So when MadBum kept telling
reporters this wasn’t his first rodeo,
well … no kidding!
Beer No. 1 in Seattle
Seattle’s T-Mobile Park came out
on top (just ahead of San Diego’s
Petco Park) in The Athletic’s ranking
of major league ballparks according
to their craft-beer offerings.
Considering Mariners fans
haven’t experienced a playoff game
since 2001, that’s certainly a very
good thing to be No. 1 in.
Vacation delayed
The Milwaukee Bucks clinched
an NBA playoff spot on Feb. 23
— two months before the postseason even starts.
Speaking of which, have the
Tigers been eliminated from AL
playoff contention yet?

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
Quiet, please
TV analyst Peter Kostis accused
Patrick Reed of cheating in golf
tournaments.
But accusing his caddie of banging on a tin cup might be pushing it
a bit far.
Paging Jimmy Buffett
Feb. 22 was National Margarita
Day.
Unless you’re lucky enough to be
a Marlins fan — and then you get
162 of ’em.
Hypocrisy redefined
New baseball definition of “hitting
from both sides”: Complaining that
the cheating Astros “stole” something from you, then turning around
and calling A’s pitcher Mike Fiers “a
snitch” for letting you know about it.
Not walking the plank
Talk about being tough to the
core.
George Hood, a 62-year-old
retired law-enforcement officer from
Naperville, Ill., broke a Guinness
World Record by remaining in an
abdominal plank position for 8 1/4
hours.

But no trip to Disney World for
this guy: He celebrated by doing 75
push-ups.
Good seats unavailable
Because of the coronavirus
outbreak in Italy, five Serie A soccer
matches — including the big Juventus-Inter Milan showdown — were
slated to be played without any fans
in attendance.
“Playing in an empty stadium?
So what’s the big deal about that?”
asked the Miami Marlins.
Strict dress code
Country singer Garth Brooks
drew the ire of Trump fans on social
media when Brooks wore a Lions
No. 20 Sanders jersey to a concert
in Detroit — and they mistook it for
Bernie, not Barry.
Just wait’ll they see him in a
Ron Blomberg jersey at Yankee
Stadium.
Grunt, set, match
Five-time Grand Slam champion
Maria Sharapova announced her
retirement Wednesday after 19 pro
tennis seasons.
21-grunt salute, anyone?

From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Sooth yourself with Scripture to remedy restless nights
Q: I dread nighttime because
going to sleep is not pleasant - it is
a chore. Why can’t I turn my mind
off and rest? - S.D.
A: Many people have trouble
falling asleep at night. Some take
over-the-counter drugs or sleeping
pills; others require prescription
medication to sleep.
Often sleeplessness is a
restless spirit and not a chemical imbalance that keeps us from
what our bodies and minds need.
It is good for us to remember that
the Bible instructs us to lay down
in sleep and dwell in safety (Psalm
4:8).
One of the best ways we can
help ourselves at the close of day

is to direct our thoughts toward God,
who gives rest in our weariness.
The Psalms are perhaps the
most soothing place in Scripture for
one to turn to shut out the stresses
and troubles of the day. Some of the
psalms have been set to music and
listening to them can help soothe
the cares of the world. King David,
who wrote many of the psalms,
soothed the mind and heart of the
king, and no doubt his own troubled
soul.
God desires that we rest in Him.
He knows that we need it in order to
work effectively while we’re awake.
So when sleep is difficult, read from
the book of Psalms.
There is joy in its message and

peace in its instruction. We can
pray and ask God to give body,
mind, and soul restoration. He
gives us quiet confidence to live by
and rest in.
“I will not give sleep to my eyes
or slumber to my eyelids, until I
find a place for the Lord, a dwelling
place for the Mighty One” (Psalm
132:4-5). Take solace in the fact
that the Lord will be with us when
we are resting in Him.
Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Monday, March 21: Spaghetti
Wednesday, March 18: Chicken
with meat sauce, corn, broccoli,
& dumplings, fried okra, hominy,
pears & cottage cheese, garlic
beets, pears & cheese, cornbread,
sticks, dessert.
dessert.
Tuesday, March 24: Frito pie,
Thursday, March 19: over-fried
spiced apples, cheese cauliflower,
chicken, rice pilaf, zucchini & tomaslaw, cornbread, dessert.
Meals served at 11:30 a.m. All ages
toes, turnip greens, slaw, biscuits,
welcome.
Meals-on-Wheels available
dessert.
- call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/ow sugar
Friday, March 20: Hamburger,
meals - call before 8 a.m. Take-out - call
tomato/onion, pickle, lettuce, bun,
beore 10:30 a.m. for pick-up after 11 a.m.
Transportation to the center available - call
corn on cob, Boston baked beans,
before 8:30 a.m.
potato salad, dessert.
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All menus are subject to change.

Walk Across Texas dates

Registration and Mile Deadlines
WAT starts on Saturday, March 14
Register by Friday, March 20
The final day of WAT is Saturday, May 9
Last day to log final miles is Monday,
May 11 at 12 pm
Names for final prizes released on
Wednesday, May 13
Kick-Off Walk
Join us on Saturday, March 14 at the
Brazos Mall (El Chico entrance) from
9AM-10AM for a kick-off walk to start
Walk Across Texas. You don’t want
to miss out on the prizes (hint, hint,
Kendra Scott!)
Recharge Event
Keep your momentum going by visiting

the Angleton Rec Center for any of the
following classes on Monday, April 6,
for FREE.
Yoga at 5:15 PM
Zumba at 6:00 PM
Cardio Bootcamp at 7PM
Final Push
Join us for a final push at the UTMB
Frank W. Stevens Wellness Center in
Angleton on the following dates:
April 28 - 5:30PM Pilates and 5:30PM
Cycling
April 29 - 5:00PM HIIT and 5:30 Zumba
April 30 - 5:30PM Cycling and 6:30
Yoga
Announcement of Prize Winners
Wednesday, May 13th via e-mail

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

Page 14 THE BULLETIN March 10, 2020 (979) 849-5407 www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

fruits of your hard work. Anything
you set out to do this week may
result in resounding success if you
remain committed. Other people
could rely on you for sound advice
and solid judgment.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Sometimes a little spontaneity is
best. Giving in to a whim or buying
something on impulse may allow
you a needed change and give your
spirits a boost. Set aside some extra
time for loved ones.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.):
Make an effort to slow your pace.
You might need all your energy for
the coming week, so use today to
simply chill out and relax. Mediate any family disputes quickly to
maintain peace in your home. You
won’t regret it.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Keep your mind open for a hidden
opportunity. What someone may
consider worthless could be a treasure if given some time and careful
attention. Be wary of those who
come to you seeking a handout.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.

21): Be your most understanding
self. Be patient with those who may
need help, as a few moments of
inconvenience won’t hurt you. Listen
to what others say even if it isn’t
what you want to hear.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Boost your spirits by being around
others. Discussing the future with a
friend or loved one may help your
confidence and provide incentive
to move forward. Emotions might
make it impossible to solve a problem, so try to check your emotions
in on Monday morning.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
If you do a job, do it right. Fully
commit to whatever task you decide
to do today, as success will require
your complete attention. If logic fails,
following your heart may provide an
answer.
PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Turn
over a new leaf. Treat the coming
week as a time to make a fresh start
and approach things with a positive
attitude. Gatherings with friends and
family should resound with good
vibrations.

History of the World On This Day
March 10
1785 - Thomas Jefferson was
appointed minister to France. He
succeeded Benjamin Franklin.
1849 - Abraham Lincoln applied
for a patent for a device to lift
vessels over shoals by means of
inflated cylinders.
1864 - Ulysses S. Grant became
commander of the Union armies in
the U.S. Civil War.
March 11
1302 - The characters Romeo
and Juliet were married this day
according to William Shakespeare.
1810 - The Emperor Napoleon
Bonaparte was married by proxy
to Archduchess Marie Louise of
Austria.
1907 - In Bulgaria, Premier
Nicolas Petkov was killed by an
anarchist.
1930 - Babe Ruth signed a twoyear contract with the New York
Yankees for the sum of $80,000.
March 12
1863 - President Jefferson Davis
delivered his State of the Confed-

eracy address.
1894 - Coca-Cola was sold in
bottles for the first time.
1911 - Dr. Fletcher of Rockefeller
Institute discovered the cause of
infantile paralysis.
1912 - The Girl Scout organization was founded. The original name
was Girl Guides.
March 13
1639 - Harvard University was
named for clergyman John Harvard.
1781 - Sir William Herschel discovered the planet Uranus.
1865 - Jefferson Davis signed a
bill authorizing slaves to be used as
soldiers for the Confederacy.
1901 - Andrew Carnegie
announced that he was retiring from
business and that he would spend
the rest of his days giving away his
fortune. His net worth was estimated
at $300 million.
March 14
1794 - Eli Whitney received a
patent for his cotton gin.
1891 - The submarine Monarch
laid telephone cable along the

bottom of the English Channel to
prepare for the first telephone links
across the Channel.
1983 - OPEC agreed to cut its oil
prices by 15% for the first time in its
23-year history.
March 15
1935 - Joseph Goebbels, German
Minister of Propaganda, banned
four Berlin newspapers.
1938 - Oil was discovered in
Saudi Arabia.
1954 - CBS television debuted its
“Morning Show.”
March 16
1836 - The Republic of Texas
approved a constitution.
1850 - The novel “The Scarlet
Letter,” by Nathaniel Hawthorne,
was published for the first time.
1917 - Russian Czar Nicholas II
abdicated his throne.
1935 - Adolf Hitler ordered a
German re-armament and violated
the Versailles Treaty.
1945 - Iwo Jima was declared
secure by the Allies, but pockets of
Japanese resistance still existed.

Jumbles: WITTY AMUSE GOVERN INFAMY
Answer: The barbers liked to eat their meals without all the -- TRIMMINGS

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Follow
your conscience. Devoting time to
helping someone may not be easy,
but in your heart you know that it’s
probably the right thing to do. Don’t
react too quickly to a problem, as it
may correct itself.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20):
Allow others to learn from their
mistakes. Don’t be so overprotective of loved ones that you don’t let
them have their own experiences. A
chance meeting could start a valuable friendship.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Sometimes things aren’t so obvious.
Your first impression of a situation
may be lacking some key elements,
so consider withholding judgment
until you learn more. Take good
advice to heart.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Now may be a good time to relax.
Working diligently toward a goal
may not be worth it if you never set
aside time to enjoy yourself. Treat
yourself to some free time to do
what you want to do.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Enjoy the

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

ACROSS
1 Rough guess
5 Company that developed the first
aluminum teakettle
10 Pre-coll. catchall
14 Words of lament
15 Inventive types?
16 Wild way to run
17 Stock in company producing
solar panels, e.g.

20 California rolls and such
21 Bud holder?
22 Touch-and-go
23 Swell treatment
25 Cato, for one
27 Exonerated by the evidence
33 Single
34 Suggested actions
35 Wish for
37 In-flight fig.

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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38 Jack’s value, sometimes
Complete the grid so each row, column
39 Spearheaded
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
40 Fixture that may have claw feet
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
41 Closed in on
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
43 Fish that can swim backwards
44 A.L. West pro, informally
45 Standing hospitable offer
48 Five-time Olympic swimming
gold medalist Ledecky
49 Church-owned Dallas sch.
50 Moth-__
53 “Inside Politics” airer
55 Initial stage
59 Take on holes 10 through 18
... and a hint to a letter sequence
hidden in 17-, 27- and 45-Across
62 Vacation spot
63 Nemesis
64 Canal past Rochester
65 Far from friendly
66 Parceled (out)
67 Frees (of)
DOWN
1 Loses firmness
2 No __ traffic
3 Former Iowa Straw Poll city
4 Dwelling fit for a queen
5 Boxer Laila
6 Website offering
7 Stalactite sites
8 Home of college football’s Ducks
9 Mule’s father
10 White-coated weasels
11 Golf ball positions
12 Sound of frustration, often
13 __-bitty
18 Good-natured
19 Copied, in a way
24 Called the whole thing off
26 Early assembly-line autos
27 Arrange
28 Logger’s contest
29 Ready to draw, as beer
30 Physics particle
31 Capone cohort
32 Cape Cod community
36 Black, in verse
38 Studio renter
39 Sweet-smelling garland
42 Typed in again
43 50-50 wager
44 Knockout
46 __ Creed
47 Wild way to run
50 Large-scale
51 “One more thing ... “
52 Towering
54 Put a handle on
56 Apple Watch assistant
57 Oklahoma city
58 Driving needs?
60 Clothes line
61 Dancer Charisse
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Solutions

Send your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com.
We’ll help you spread the word on the many things going
on in your community.
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Prepare now for spring weather

AUSTIN, Texas – Ensure that
your loved ones and your home are
ready for possible spring floods.
If it can rain, it can flood. Floods
are the most frequent – and the
most costly – natural disasters in
the United States. Hurricane Harvey
impacted 41,500 square miles of
Texas in August 2017, resulting in
92,351 flood insurance claims which
paid out $9 billion.
Texas homeowners and renters
should protect and prepare their
families and their homes by taking
two important steps: purchasing a
flood insurance policy and preparing
a disaster supply kit.
Buy a flood insurance policy
through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).
Homeowners insurance policies
don’t cover flood damage. Without
an NFIP policy, you could pay out
of pocket or take loans to repair or
replace your home or its damaged
contents.
Whether your home floods due
to a hurricane or just a heavy rain,
flood insurance helps cover the cost
of repairing your home and replacing your belongings. Just one inch
of flood water in an average-sized
home can cause more than $25,000
in damage.
Policies for homeowners can
carry coverage of up to $250,000 for
the structure and up to $100,000 in
contents. Renters, including those

in apartments, can cover contents
up to $100,000, and non-residential property owners can insure a
building and its contents for up to
$500,000. A flood insurance policy
generally takes effect 30 days after
purchase, so buy or renew your
policy now to be ready.
Call 800-427-4661 for an
insurance agent referral or
visit www.FloodSmart.gov or
www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program for more information
on NFIP.
Make a “to-go” kit in case you
need to evacuate during a flood,
and stock supplies at home.
A disaster kit is a collection of
basic items you’ll need in the event
of an emergency. Assemble the kit
in advance in case you need to grab
it quickly during an evacuation.
Also, be prepared to survive on
your own at home after an emergency. Local officials and relief
workers will be on the scene after a
disaster, but they can’t reach everyone immediately. You could get
help in hours or it might take days.
Have enough food, water and other
supplies including medicine and pet
food to last at least 72 hours.
Visit www.ready.gov/kit to learn
what to put in your basic emergency
supply kit, and how to be prepare
supplies for home, work and
vehicles so you can be ready no
matter where you are.

HEALTH AND HOME

Simple, easy home improvement tips
From thepopularhome.com

Everyone wants a healthy, solid
and safe home, and buyers will
carefully look for signs of routine
upkeep. Here we list some of the
most unbelievably simple home
improvement tips that will keep
your house in tiptop shape. Read
on to find out how to add the most
value to your home with little effort.
• Patching any cracks in your
walkway will not only make it look
nicer but also make it safer for
visitors. Simply fill in gaps with a
patching compound specifically
made for cement.
• Revive an old wooden deck
with a combination of power-washing and hand-scrubbing. Brush on
a protective coat of semitransparent stain to protect it from the elements and get a deck that dazzles
in no time.
• Change your air filter every 30
days. A cheap fiberglass filter is
actually preferred for two reasons:
One, replacing the more expensive
filter that often is too costly.
Two, the fiberglass filters actually
allow for more air to flow into your
unit, reducing the amount of energy
needed to heat or cool your home
properly.
• No one wants the costly repairs
involved with a leaky roof. To avoid

this, check your roof for damage
periodically. It’s much simpler to
replace a few damaged, discolored, or gravel-less shingles than
an entire roof.
Pay special attention to shingles around skylights, chimneys,
and vents, as these areas are
more prone to leaks.
• To prevent foundational
damage, it’s important to clean
your gutters annually. Remove
debris from the channels and
thoroughly wash them down with
a garden hose.
Beware of gutter guards as
they do not adequately stop
debris from getting in and make it
almost impossible to clean them
properly.
• A simple way to transform a
room and add storage space is
to put up shelves. Install a long
shelf in a lengthy hallway to store
house keys, shoes, hats etc. or
add irregular-shaped floating
shelves to the living room and
display plants or collectables.
• To keep sofa cushions nice
and full, put them outside in the
sun for a few hours and flip them
halfway through. The sun will help
evaporate any built-up moisture,
and the cushions should plump
up nicely.

