
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

There was a time before real-
ity shows, when things were a lot 
simpler – the 1960s sitcoms.

The ‘60s was a turbulent decade, 
and for many, the sitcoms were a 
way to escape from reality. For just a 
half hour, including commercials, we 
didn’t have to worry about Vietnam, 
assassinations, violence or pollution.

It was a per-
fect world inside 
the sitcom. Prob-
lems arose and 
were solved in 
22 or so minutes, 
and the theme, 
for the most part,  
was as light as 
a feather. And, it 

was funny. We could escape into La 
La Land almost every night.

Sitcoms didn’t start in the 1960s, 
but the artform was perfected in that 
decade. And they used the same 
formula as their predecessors - the 
family.

The Ricardos in “I Love Lucy,” 
the show that aired first in 1951 and 
lasted through 1957, set the pace 
for family sitcom entertainment and 
paved the way for the ‘60s.

The Cleavers in “Leave it to 
Beaver,” from 1957 to 1963, were a 
quintessential piece of baby boomer 
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Capt. Kirk and 
the future today
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

When “Star Trek” first showed 
up on our big Zenith black and 
white console TV up in Oakwood, 
my parents didn’t think it had much 
chance of catching on.

It definitely caught on with me.  

THE WORDSMITH

But that was along about the time 
that I was entering high school, 
trading in my crew cut for 
enough hair to be parted, 
and in the market for more 
adventurous television 
fare than “The Donna 
Reed Show” and “The 
Beverly Hillbillies.” So 
when Captain Kirk opened 
that first episode of “Star 
Trek” by promising to 
“boldly go where no man has gone 

before,” he was definitely talking to 
me.

And when he flicked open 
his little communication 
device and ordered Scotty 
to beam him up, I told my 
folks that it would be groovy 
– I would certainly have said 
“groovy,” it being one of the 
essential words of that era 
– to have a phone like that.

The look they gave me 
said that having a telephone that 

small and wireless was about as 
likely to happen as the beaming 
up.  Remember, this was 1966.  
The one phone in our house was 
a heavy dial model tethered to the 
wall in our utility room and was the 
color of a pale avocado, the unfor-
tunate hue of many an appliance 
back then.

If my parents, both long gone, 
could see the cell phone that I 
take for granted today, they would 
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

For Sale. 2002 Dodge 3/4 Ton 
Diesel Pick Up. 168,400 miles. Great 
work truck.  $3,000.00 OBO. Call 
979-236-7106.

WHAT!? YOU DON’T BELIEVE ME, OFFICER? A man crashed 
his car into seven vehicles on a highway in East Lansing, Mich., 
because, he said, the devil was trying to enter his body. He said that God 
prevented that from happening, but the struggle between The Prince of 
Darkness and The Lord God Almighty resulted in his driving erratically. 
Officials sent him for a mental health evaluation just to be sure he wasn’t 
suffering from some sort of delusion.

THAT’S FUNNY, YOU WEREN’T DRUNK WHEN YOU CAME 
IN HERE: A young woman swilled down five beers in the liquor aisle 
of a Florida Wal-Mart, then asked the manager for a ride home because 
she was drunk.

GOOD, COULD YOU TELL HER WE’D LIKE TO SEE HER? 
The Beaver County Times received the obituary of a 21-year-old woman, 
wanted for theft, forgery and passing bad checks in both Chippewa 
Township and South Strabane, Pa., saying that she died “unexpect-
edly.” Though sad, this would have put a suspiciously convenient end to 
police involvement in her life. However, a quick call to her grandmother 
revealed that the young lady is still alive.

CALL IT AN URGE TO ENGAGE IN CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR: 
Two men made a phone call saying there was a bomb on the Greyhound 
Bus that had picked them up at a New York prison from which they had 
just been released. They were unable to explain to arresting officers why 
they did it.

MAY WE BE OF ASSISTANCE, MA’AM? A woman came to the 
Puente Ayala prison in Barcelona, Venezuela, with a suitcase because 
she was there for an overnight stay with her car-thief boyfriend. But she 
tried to leave the next morning with him inside the suitcase. Guards 
became suspicious only because they saw her struggling to get it out the 
door.

HONEY, I THINK YOU’RE OVERREACTING: A man in Dundalk, 
Md., became enraged when a family member took a bite out of his grilled 
cheese sandwich, fired his pistol and barricaded himself inside his home 
for about five hours.

HEY SARGE, I THINK WE HAVE A CLUE HERE: A man 
decided to rob a bank in San Diego after he had swiped his debit card at 
the teller’s window, making it very easy for police to track him down. He 
is in jail now.

MAYBE WE SHOULD SEE OTHER PEOPLE: When her 
boyfriend refused to pay for her to have her hair and nails done for her 
birthday, a Florida woman slashed him with a knife. She was charged 
with battery causing great bodily harm.

OH SURE, MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME: A couple returned to 
their home in Melbourne, Australia at 11 a.m., and discovered that a man 
had broken in, taken a shower, dragged their bed into the living room and 
went to sleep. He ran away when they confronted him.

The Brazoria Lions Club will hold 
its last garage sale at the American 
Legion Hall and Pavilion on F.M. 521 
in Brazoria, April 26–29. 

Due to lack of volunteers to work 
the event, loss of storage facilities, 
and negative cost to benefit ratio, 
this will be the last large garage sale 

sponsored by the Brazoria Lions 
Club.  Donations of items for this sale 
are currently being sought. They will 
be accepted until the event. Please 
call (979) 798-7069 for pick-up.

Set-up for the event will take place 
Wednesday and Thursday, April 
26 and 27 from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
The actual sale runs Friday, April 
28 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. through 
Saturday, April 29 from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Volunteers wishing to help with 
the set-up or sale will be welcomed. 
Proceeds of the event benefit the 
Brazoria Library and other Brazoria 
Lions Club community projects. For 
more information, call Lion Scotty 
McCaskill at (979) 798-7069. 

Brazoria Lions Club plans final garage sale April 26-29
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

A WORD A DAY, BUT WHY 
THESE?

Q. In the category of “I didn’t 
know there was a word for that” 
are the following from Anu Garg’s 
“A.Word.A.Day” web site:  “ambi-
sinistrous,” “boodler,” “defenestra-
tion,” and “kakistocracy.”  Let’s hope 
you don’t have reason to use them 
regularly.

A. You’re no doubt familiar with 
“ambidextrous,” from Latin “ambi” 
for both, thus, ease of using both 
hands.  But in “ambisinistrous,” 
“sinister” for left suggests having 
two left hands, or being clumsy with 
both hands.  “Boodler” comes from 
the Dutch “boedel” for property, so 
a boodler is someone involved in 
bribery or corruption.

“Defenestration” dates back to 
1618 and the Defenestration of 
Prague, when “two imperial agents 
and their secretary were thrown 
out of a window of the Prague 
Castle in a fight over religion. The 
men landed on a dung heap and 
survived.”  Latin “de” (out of) and 
“fenestra” (window) give us the 
meaning, throwing someone or 
something out of a window.

Finally, for “kakistocracy,” recall 
that the root “cracy” as in “democ-
racy” means rule.  The Greek 

provides “kakistos” (the worst), so 
we get “government by the least 
qualified or worst persons.”  As Dan 
Warner wrote in January 2016 in the 
Fort Myers “News Press,” “We must 
weigh our votes carefully. Else we 
are in danger of turning America’s 
time-tested democracy into a kakis-
tocracy.”

HOW POWERFUL IS 
LIGHTNING? 

Q. Could we power the world with 
lightning?

A.  No, since “it’s too short and 
unpredictable to deliver any mean-
ingful energy to the grid,” says Meg 
Robbins in “Mental Floss” maga-
zine. As MIT’s James Kirtley puts it, 
“The amount of energy from a light-
ning bolt would be worth only about 
a nickel.”  Still, attempts have been 
made to harness lightning, including 
a joint venture in the 1960s between 
the U.S. and France using rockets 
and a lightning farm built in 2007 
near Houston by Alternative Energy 
Holdings (it flopped).  One highlight: 
“In 2013, scientists at the University 
of Southampton partially charged 
a Nokia cell phone with lightning.  
Baby steps.”

THE PRICE OF LIFE
Q. How much might society pay 

to prevent your death? Known 
as the “Value of a Statistical Life” 
(VSL), what’s its going rate?

A.  Consider the risk of dying 
from salmonella infection, writes 
Shannon Fischer in “New Scientist” 
magazine.  “If people are on aver-
age willing to pay $7 to reduce that 
risk by 1 in a million, then the VSL 
is $7 million. This would then be the 
figure used by the FDA to justify the 
cost of efforts to prevent salmonella 
outbreaks.”  In the U.S., the average 
VSL is about $9 million but can 
range from $200,000 to more than 
$13 million depending on the type of 
risk (coal mine accidents, flammable 
couch upholstery, and so on).  Also, 
where you live makes a difference, 
as average VSL in the UK is about 
$2.3 million, in Australia $3.2 million.

Healthcare resource allocations 
are analyzed with a different metric 
called Quality-Adjusted Life Year 
(QALY). “If 1 is perfect health and 0 
is dead, then four years in mid-
dling health equals two QALYs.”  
Extending life by one QALY is 
worth roughly $25,000 in the UK 
and $15,000 in Canada and New 
Zealand. Perhaps one reason the 
U.S. spends so much on healthcare, 
nearly a fifth of its GDP, is that it 
does not control expenditures based 
on QALY.

There are many other monetary 
prices we put on life. “And depend-
ing on who is doing the pricing 
and why, those numbers can vary, 
a lot,” Fischer adds. “Life, it turns 
out, doesn’t have a price.  It has a 
hundred.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Captain Kirk and the future today
(Continued from Page 1)

consider it the magical handiwork of 
wizards.

After nearly being rear-ended or 
run off the highway several times 
by other drivers yakking on cell 
phones and texting, I’m not at all sure 
anymore that the little device Captain 
Kirk used was such a great idea.  But 
I still ooh and ahh a bit at every new 
gizmo that comes along.

The first actual cordless mobile 
telephone I ever saw was about the 
size of a  loaf of bread. Then they 
quickly got smaller and cheaper.  It’s 
funny – and happily ironic – that new 
doodads, unlike other commodi-
ties, usually get cheaper as they get 
smaller and better.

Here’s a case in point. The first 
handheld calculator I ever laid eyes 
on was in a post exchange at my 
army base in Germany in 1973.  It 
was made by Texas Instruments, had 
exactly four functions – add, subtract, 
divide, and multiply – and it would 
have set me back a large chunk of 
my entire monthly pay check to pur-
chase it. It was, in fact, so expensive 
that it was displayed in a locked 
glass case, like a diamond necklace 
at Tiffany’s.

Years later I was given a calcula-
tor exactly like that one as a gift for 
opening a checking account in a 
bank.

Then there was my first video 
player-recorder.  It was called a 
Betamax and was as large as a small 
suitcase. The VHS that replaced it 
was about half the size and the cost, 
and the disc player I have now is a 
slim unit that can be easily held in 
one hand. Of course my wife, Karen, 
and I never use it because, since 
buying it, we’ve gotten a magic little 
box from the outfit that provides 
our hundreds of channels that lets 
us record things to watch and rent 
movies without driving anywhere to 
do it.

Technology marched on, and in no 

time at all there were flat screen tele-
visions, universal remote controls, 
computers, laptop computers, hand 
held computers, wrist watch comput-
ers, thermometers without mercury, 
GPS devices to lead us directly to 
our destinations, and cars that will 
parallel park themselves when we 
get there.

I constantly remind my writing 
students to pay close attention to 
details when spinning a yarn set in 
the past, even the recent past, lest 
they have a microwave oven pop up 
in a story before that handy device 
was invented.  And when their story 
is set in the future, it’s fun to see 
what magical things they predict.

Who knows what will be next?
But, whatever it is, I’ll likely gawk 

at it like the little 1920s farm boy 
in the old joke who sees his first 
elevator on a trip with his family to 
a  hotel in town.  After his mother 
had climbed the stairs to their room, 
he and his father watched a plump, 
frowning, middle-aged lady push a 
button that caused a door to slide 
open.  She stepped in, the door 
closed, and a little arrow over the 
door moved from one to five.  A few 
minutes later the arrow moved back 
to one. 

 The door slid open, and an abso-
lutely gorgeous, smiling, slim young 
lady stepped out.

Father and son were at a complete 
loss for words for a long moment.  
Then the little boy broke the silence.

“Daddy,” he whispered, “what just 
happened?”

His father rubbed his chin and 
thought a bit.

“I don’t rightly know, son,” he said.  
“But go get your mother.”

Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.
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Junior Achievement of Brazoria 
County, a local non-profit organiza-
tion, is honored to announce that 
it has received a Good Neighbor 
Citizenship grant in the amount of 
$7,500 from State Farm.

Junior Achievement is dedicated 
to the education of Kindergarten 
– 12th grade students in free enter-
prise education.  

JA plans to focus on reaching at 
risk students at the Title I campuses 
across Brazoria County.  

This grant, in conjunction with 
the volunteer involvement of State 
Farm agents and affiliates, will help 
to provide JA’s program to some of 
the most vulnerable students in the 
county.  

All of these outcomes ultimately 
impact the quality of a student’s life.

For more information about Junior 
Achievement programs or events, 
please contact JA at (979) 549-0800.   

Junior Achievement and State Farm collaborating for youth

Members of the Cradle of Texas Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
celebrating Texas Independence Day at the Stephen F. Austin Statue in
Angleton by serving the refreshments to visitors and school children 
from Danbury and Angleton. From left: Linda Huskey, Lake Jackson; 
Pearlie Cooper, Alvin; Carolyn Joachim, Alvin; Bartlett Ramsey, 
Angleton, and Dorothy Wilbeck, Angleton

Helping to celebrate Tx. Independence Day

• Thurl Ravenscroft—the original voice of Tony the Tiger—provided 
voiceovers for Disneyland’s Haunted Mansion and Pirates of the Caribbean.

• Hitler only had one testicle.
• Antartica is the only continent in the world without spiders, as far as we 

know.
• Elephants can identify human languages and know which ones belong 

to people with a history of hurting them.
• A pack of stray dogs showed up at the funeral of a Mexican woman 

who spent her life taking care of them. The strange thing is that the funeral 
service took place in a town that was more than 830 miles away.

• Sharks killed four humans in 2016.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

We commit far more sins than we could ever list
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Q: My friend says he doesn’t need to confess his sins very often, 
because he keeps a mental checklist of his actions and believes that 
he seldom sins. Do you think he’s right? - M.M.

A: Your friend may sincerely believe this about himself, but he is not 
correct. A friend of mine met someone like this once, and later his wife 
whispered to him, “Just ask me how perfect he is!”

One problem is that your friend seems to have a shallow view of sin. 
Yes, he has a list, and it probably includes most of the things we rightly 
label as sins. But what about the sins we overlook, such as evil thoughts 
or wrong motives? Jesus was concerned not only with what we do, but 
with what goes on inside of us. Or what about the things we fail to do 
- showing compassion to others, helping those who are hurting, witness-
ing for Christ? The Psalmist prayed, “Who can discern their own errors? 
Forgive my hidden faults” (Psalm 19:12).

Your friend concerns me for another reason, however. When we fail to 
realize how sinful we are, pride takes over, and pride is a sin. Jesus con-
demned those who believed they were more righteous than anyone else, 
because they were blinded by their own pride. But pride not only blinds 
us to our sin; it also blinds us to our need for Christ and His forgiveness. 
The Bible warns, “In his pride the wicked man does not seek him; in all his 
thoughts there is no room for God” (Psalm 10:4).

Be honest about your own sins, and turn to Christ for the forgiveness 
you need. Then pray for your friend, that he too will realize the depth of his 
sin - and the even greater depth of Christ’s mercy and love.

Migration Celebration kickoff dinner scheduled for April 7
The 23rd annual Migration 

Celebration 2017 will begin with 
activities at Freeport River Place 
on Friday, April 7, beginning at 5:30 
p.m. featuring an exhibit of our photo 
contest submissions.

Our traditional sage-rubbed 
roasted pork dinner will be served 
at 6:15 p.m. All food is prepared 
and served by Migration Celebration 
volunteers.  

 It is followed by a keynote presen-
tation by Cathy Downs of Monarch 
Watch on “Monarch as a Model for 
Change.”  

According to Monarch Watch 
“…the preservation of the Monarch 
migration will require stewardship by 
Canada, Mexico and the U.S. and 
private citizens of all three countries.”  

Cathy Downs has worked with 
butterfly conservation and habitat 

since 2005 when she became a Hill 
Country Chapter Master Naturalist. 
She partnered with Monarch Watch 
as a Monarch Conservation Special-
ist in 2012 and travels through Texas 
providing outreach and education.  

Dinner tickets are available for 
purchase by mail or phone and are 
$30 for adults and $10 for ages 6-12.

A limited number will be available 
for purchase at the door.  For more 
information about the tickets and 
directions to the event, please visit 
our website at www.migrationcelebr
ation.org.

KTRK anchor to 
speak at Library 
foundation dinner

The Brazoria County Library 
System Foundation presents its 8th 
annual Dinner with the Author on 
Thursday, March 23 featuring Tom 
Abrahams, current weekend anchor 
for KTRK Channel 13 Houston. 

Abrahams is an award-winning  
television  journalist who has spent 
the last 20-plus years telling the 
biggest stories of our time. 

In his spare time, he writes 
novels. He is a hybrid author writing 
post-apocalyptic thrillers, action 
adventure, and political conspira-
cies. 

In 2016, Abrahams was inducted 
into the International Thriller Writ-
er’s Association. On March 23, he 
will discuss the writing and publish-
ing experience and will be signing 
his newest release, “Spaceman.”

Dinner will be at 6 p.m. at the 
Brazoria County Fairgrounds Audi-
torium in Angleton, Texas. Tickets 
for the dinner are $40/person 
(includes a steak dinner). They can 
be purchased from any Founda-
tion board member or by calling 
the Library Administration office at 
(979) 864-1505. 

Event sponsorships are still 
available. There will be a silent 
auction of 12 themed gift baskets 
assembled by the Friends of the 
Library groups that support each of 
the 12 branch libraries.

Proceeds from the dinner and 
auction will be used to purchase 
equipment like MakerSpace,  3-D 
printers, digital video-making equip-
ment, robotics, recording equipment 
and DIY crafting.
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San Marcos, Texas – When 
disaster strikes, Local Heroes step 
up to save lives and support our 
neighbors and First Responders in 
Brazoria County. 

Homeland Preparedness Project 
(HPP), a local non-profit, trains 
citizen responders for emergencies 
and disasters. During the Memo-
rial Day 2016 floods, 300 people 
that had received training from 
Homeland Preparedness Project 
answered the call and helped shel-
ter those displaced by rising water. 

HPP Team Members opened 
three shelters, providing safe hous-

ing, food, and all the necessities for 
life to over 400 people and 30 pets 
around the clock for 47 days.

”We have the greatest Team 
Members in the world,” stated Bill 
Ray, Executive Director of Home-
land Preparedness Project. “These 
folks worked tirelessly around the 
clock to help our neighbors without 
one complaint, even over the 4th of 
July weekend”. 

“We think this is the first time a 
local shelter has been operated 
solely by volunteers for this long 
ever in the State of Texas. They 
really did a great job”, said Steve 

Rosa, Brazoria County Emergency 
Management Coordinator. Rosa 
nominated Homeland Prepared-
ness Project for the Excellence in 
Emergency Management Award 
given annually by the Emergency 
Management Association of Texas 
(EMAT), a professional organiza-
tion for Emergency Management 
officials. 

To join Citizen Corps, go to 
www.homelandpreparedness.org 
and click Sign Up Today! Or call 
(281) 844-3653. Training is FREE 
to participants and anyone 14 or 
older can participate. 

Local volunteers garner award for running shelters during flooding

Survey: Motorists afraid of sharing roads with self-driving vehicles, but ‘they’ll get used to it’
By Ed Blazina
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

PITTSBURGH — In a national 
AAA survey, 75 percent of drivers 
said they are afraid of the prospect 
of self-driving vehicles.

Experts say that isn’t surpris-
ing because the technology still is 
being perfected, and there is plenty 
to time to build public confidence 
— any major changeover to self-
driving vehicles is more than a 
decade away.

The AAA survey found drivers 
like the idea of incremental intro-
duction of technology — 59 percent 
want some autonomous features in 
their next vehicle — but they aren’t 

ready for vehicles to do all of the 
work. 

About 54 percent of drivers said 
they would feel less safe sharing 
the road with a self-driving vehicle 
— 58 percent of women and 49 
percent of men.

Not surprisingly, the numbers 
also show baby boomers (60 per-
cent) feel less safe than tech-savvy 
millennials (41 percent).

“I’m not surprised,” said Chris 
Hendrickson, professor emeritus 
in civil engineering and director of 
the Traffic21 Institute at Carnegie 
Mellon University. “Autonomous 
vehicles aren’t that common yet. It’s 
a disruptive technology until people 

get used to it.”
The survey results should serve 

as a reminder to officials that 
more public education is needed 
as technology is developed, said 
Roger Cohen, policy director at 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation. 

He was co-chair of a committee 
that recommended policies to con-
trol the development of self-driving 
vehicles in the state.

Self-driving vehicles are 
expected to have a major, posi-
tive effect on traffic deaths, which 
jumped 14 percent last year after 
a decade of decline. But Cohen 
said the state must continue rigor-

ous safety standards as testing of 
self-driving vehicles continues and 
then educate the public once the 
technology is perfected.

“The responsibility is on us to 
manage this testing process and 
make sure these vehicles aren’t 
rolled out before they’re ready. 
We’re not there yet,” he said. 
“This survey imposes on us the 

responsibility to be as transparent 
and forthcoming as possible as the 
testing moves forward.”

Raj Rajkumar, co-director of 
CMU’s General Motors Connected 
and Autonomous Driving Collabora-
tive Research Laboratory, who has 
been developing self-driving tech-
nology for more than 20 years, said 
the technology is still in its infancy. 
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Scientists find what could be the oldest fossils on Earth, dating back 3.7 billion years
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Scientists have found what they 
claim are the oldest-known fossils on 
Earth, embedded in Canadian rocks 
that are at least 3.7 billion years old.

If they are right, the discovery 
suggests that life on Earth began 
within 200 to 500 million years of the 

birth of the planet 4.5 billion years 
ago.

“These findings show that life 
managed to emerge and evolve 
very rapidly on Earth,” said Matthew 
Dodd, a graduate student at the 
University College London and first 
author of a study published in the 
journal Nature.

He added that even at this early 
date, the organisms appear to be 
quite complex in their design.

“That means we’re not even at the 
origin of life yet,” he said.

The discovery was made in 
rocks collected from the Nuvvuagit-
tuq supracrustal belt in Quebec, 
Canada.

Back in 2004, scientists discov-
ered that the oldest rocks from this 
area date back nearly 3.8 billion 
years, and they may go back as far 
as 4.3 billion years.

“There are less than five other 
places on the planet with rocks as 
old as these,” Dodd said.

Dominic Papineau, a geochemist 
and astrobiologist also at University 
College London and a co-author on 
the paper, collected palm-sized rock 
samples from the site back in 2008 
and brought them back to the lab for 
further study.

The team sliced the rocks into 
sections about 30 microns in width 
- thin enough to see light shining 
through them. With the aid of a 
microscope, the 
researchers were 
able to map the 
minerals in each 
slice.

After that, they 
scanned the cut 
side of the rocks 
with a laser, which 
gave them an 
even finer view of 
the chemistry inside.

Previous work had already 
revealed that the iron formations in 
the Nuvvuagittuq belt had seawa-
terlike chemical signatures. Other 
clues suggested they formed near 
hydrothermal vents far beneath the 
ocean surface.

In the new study, funded in part by 
NASA and the UK Engineering and 
Physical Sciences Research Coun-
cil, the authors identified microscopic 
tubes and filaments embedded in 
the rocks, including those attached 
to clumps of iron. In their view, the 
filaments look remarkably similar 
to microfossils in much younger 
rocks found near hydrothermal 
vents in Norway and off the coast of 
California.

Dodd, Papineau and their col-
leagues also point out that the 
filaments from the Nuvvuagittuq belt 
rocks are similar in size and shape 
to microbial filaments found today 
in low-temperature ocean vents that 
are known to be associated with 
iron-metabolizing bacteria.

“What we see is a rather con-
sistent continuum in the shapes 
of these organisms, with twisting 
filaments attached to iron clumps,” 
Dodd said. “That suggests these 

organisms would have had a similar 
lifestyle to iron-oxidizing bacteria 
today, and a similar way of deriving 
energy.”

Dodd knew these conclusions 
would be controversial – and indeed, 
they are – so he and his co-authors 
looked for further evidence to bolster 
their case that what they found truly 
represents traces of ancient life.

For example, they determined 
that the graphite they discovered 
alongside the fossils had an isotopic 
fingerprint consistent with biological 
processing. They also found circular 
carbonate patterns that have been 
seen in other iron sediments known 
to have microbial activity.

Other clues that the tubes and fila-
ments were made by 
biological processes 
included the presence 
of granules inside 
the rocks that contain 
carbonaceous mate-
rial. Similar granules 
are often associated 
with fossils in younger 
rocks, the authors 
wrote.

In addition, the researchers said 
they considered all the known and 
likely scenarios that might have 
formed these structures without the 
aid of a living organism.

“None of them can unite all the 
findings under one explanation,” 
Dodd said. “The only thing that can 
do that is the biological explanation.”

Some experts disagree.
One of them is Martin Van 

Kranendonk, an early life researcher 
and head of the School of Biological, 
Earth and Environmental Sciences 
at the University of New South 
Wales in Australia.

“These fall in the category of 
dubiofossils at best,” he said, “ but I 
would say they are not fossils.”

He noted that the study authors 
themselves said the features they 
described are consistent with fossils 
that have a biological origin, but not 
unambiguously so.

“The reality is, we have no idea of 
how the structures formed or why,” 
he said.

Abigail Allwood, a geologist at 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
La Canada Flintridge, Calif., agreed 
with Van Kranendonk’s assessment.

“I’m skeptical about the interpreta-
tions in the paper,” she said.

‘These findings 
show that life 
managed to 

emerge and evolve 
very rapidly on 

Earth.’
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By Rong-Gong Lin II
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — The earth-
quake risk for Oklahoma and 
southern Kansas is expected to 
remain significant in 2017, threaten-
ing 3 million people with seismic 
events that can produce damag-
ing shaking, according to a new 
U.S. Geological Survey forecast 
released Wednesday.

The seismic risk is forecast to be 
so high that the chance of damage 
in Oklahoma and southern Kansas 
is expected to be similar to that of 
earthquakes in California, USGS 
scientists writing in the journal 
Seismological Research Letters 
said Wednesday.

In 2016 alone, Oklahoma 
experienced several damaging 
earthquakes, including a magnitude 
5.0 temblor in November near the 
central oil town of Cushing, which 
proclaims itself the “Pipeline Cross-
roads of the World,” that dislodged 
unreinforced bricks in chimneys and 
storefronts, sending them tumbling 
onto the sidewalks.

Oklahoma also saw the largest 
quake ever recorded in the state in 
2016, when a magnitude 5.8 earth-
quake struck near Pawnee.

The earthquakes are thought 
to be the result of the disposal of 
wastewater deep underground from 
fracking, a method used to extract 
petroleum. Injecting the wastewa-
ter underground is not thought to 
trigger earthquakes everywhere it 

Oklahoma’s earthquake threat now equals 
California’s due to man-made tremors

is practiced, in North Dakota, for 
example, but is widely believed 
by scientists to be a problem in 
Oklahoma.

According to scientists, there 
were only about two earthquakes a 
year of magnitude 2.7 or greater in 
Oklahoma between 1980 and 2000. 
But that number jumped to 2,500 in 
2014, and soared to 4,000 a year 
later.

There has recently been a 
decrease in wastewater being 
injected deep underground, either 
because of regulatory actions or 
because oil and gas extraction has 
declined due to falling petroleum 
prices. 

That might be a reason for the 
decrease in the number of Okla-
homa earthquakes last year, to 
2,500.

In a statement, Mark Petersen 
of the USGS said the amount of 
injected wastewater in some areas 
has been reduced by up to 40 
percent in 2016.

But the USGS report says the 
forecast earthquake hazard in 
2017 “is still significantly elevated” 
compared to the seismic risk before 
2009.

The Oklahoma Geological Sur-
vey’s director, Jeremy Boak, said 
in a statement that he expects that 
state directives to curtail wastewa-
ter injection rates and low oil prices 
“should result in further declines in 
the seismicity rate and limit future 
widespread seismic activity.”

Genocide survivor speaks at luncheon
Immaculée Ilibagiza, a survivor 

of the 1994 Rwandan genocide, 
recently appeared at the Brazos-
port College Foundation’s second 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series 
of the year.

The Rwandan genocide took the 
lives of nearly one million Tutsis. 
Men, women and children, including 
Ilibagiza’s entire family except for 
one of her brothers, were massacred 
at the hands of Hutu marauders. 
Ilibagiza found shelter at a pastor’s 
home, where she and seven other 
women hid in a 3-by-4-foot bathroom 
for 91 days.

During her appearance at Brazos-
port College, Ilibagiza not only spoke 
about her experiences, but also 

about her faith and commitment to a 
life of peace.

Author of seven books and five 
honorary doctoral degrees, Ilibagiza 
is regarded as one of the world’s 
leading speakers on faith, hope and 
forgiveness.

The Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series is a series of events intended 
to help promote cultural enrichment 
for all women, hosted by the Brazos-
port College Foundation.

This year’s Women’s Lecture Lun-
cheon Series has one more event 
scheduled, with actress Linda Evans 
scheduled to appear on April 6.

For more information about the 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series, 
call (979) 230.3234.

 Pictured are, from left, Brazosport College Vice President, College Advancement Serena Andrews, Brazosport 
College President Dr. Millicent Valek, Immaculée Ilibagiza and Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series Vice Chair 
Anita Rau.
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Texas teen fighting rare disease set off by the flu that attacked her brain ‘like a termite’
By Ryan Osborne
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (TNS)

FORT WORTH, Texas — It started 
with a headache and back pain, then 
a fever. But at first, Morgan Larance 
only had the flu.

Now more than a month later, 
Morgan, 15, is still fighting for her 
life, bedridden at Cook Children’s 

Medical Center with a rare neurologi-
cal disease.

She was flown to the hospital Jan. 
20 after her mother, Jennifer Kimbro, 
found her unconscious on the couch 
at their home in Bryson, Texas, a 
tiny town about 80 miles northwest 
of Fort Worth. Morgan remained 
unconscious for nine more days.

An MRI revealed she had acute 
necrotizing encephalopathy, a brain 
infection that can be set off by the flu, 
said Dr. Mark Shelton, an infectious-
diseases specialist who has treated 
Morgan at Cook Children’s.

The condition is rare — Shelton 
said Cook Children’s has treated only 
one other case in the last two years.

And it’s relatively new, having 
been recognized in the 1990s by 
a doctor in Japan, according to an 
article in the Journal of Neurology, 
Neurosurgery & Psychiatry. The 
disease’s hallmark, the article said, is 
lesions that infect the brain sym-
metrically.

In Morgan’s case, the lesions 
attacked her brain stem and spinal 
cord.

“It’s like a termite on a piece of 
wood,” said Kimbro, who remained 
by her daughter’s side this week, 
praying for signs of progress, such 
as the blink of an eye.

She has been moved from 
intensive care to a private room, and 
doctors have told the family that the 
encephalopathy on Morgan’s brain 
has lessened. Both are signs that 
Morgan might be improving.

But Morgan has stayed mostly 
motionless, sometimes aware of 
surroundings but unable to communi-
cate. In recent days therapists have 
helped her sit up in a chair.

Once, she squeezed Kimbro’s 
hand. Another time, she tried to say 
the word “Purple,” but could only 
manage the first syllable.

Back in Bryson and in surround-
ing towns, the community support 
for Morgan and her family has been 
steady.

There’s a hashtag, Pray4Mo, 
T-shirts and bracelets with the same 
message, and schools have held 
bake sales as fundraisers. One 
woman raised $3,000 from T-shirt 
sales, Kimbro said.

At a basketball game against 
Newcastle, the two schools joined in 
prayer for Morgan. Bryson lost in the 
playoffs this week, but their oppo-
nent, Lipan, took a donation for her 
family, said Jason Briles, Bryson’s 
assistant principal and athletic direc-
tor.

“The hardest part is not getting 
to see her smiling face,” Briles said. 
“She was the life of every conversa-
tion. There was never a dull moment 
around her. It’s tough on the kids.”

Morgan was hoping to attend her 
team’s game against Newcastle on 
Jan. 20, a Friday, the day she was 
flown to the hospital. The Sunday 
before, she came home from a 
friend’s house, complaining that her 
head and back hurt, Kimbro said.

She went to school the next day, 
but by 10:30 a.m., she was texting 

her mother, asking for a ride home. 
Kimbro told her to get her blood 
pressure checked at the school 
office, since Morgan often had high 
blood pressure. At the school office, 
her blood pressure was fine, but she 
had a fever.

Her mother picked her up and 
took her home, where she lay on 
the couch the rest of the day. That 
evening, her temperature rose to 
104 degrees, so her mother drove to 
the emergency room in Jacksboro, 
Texas.

They ran tests on her and sent 
her home, letting her know the next 
morning she had the flu. But two 
days later, she felt good enough to 
go to Fort Worth, where she had an 
appointment with her pulmonologist 
at Cook Children’s.

As a young child, she suffered 
a condition that badly inflamed 
her esophagus and has since had 
regular checkups. Her pulmonologist 
needed to clear her for a school trip 
to New York City this summer. The 
doctor said she was fine.

“Everything was good,” Kimbro 
said. “… She was completely fine. 
Normal Morgan.”

Within a day, everything changed.
Morgan stayed home from school 

on that Friday out of precaution. But 
for several hours, Kimbro didn’t hear 
from her daughter. She called her 
twice from work, but Morgan didn’t 
answer.

When Kimbro got home to check 
on her, she found her lying on the 
couch, breathing but unresponsive. 
Emergency workers drove her by 
ambulance to the hospital in Jacks-
boro and then flew her to Fort Worth.

“They weren’t expecting her to 
make it,” said Kimbro, who provides 
regular updates on Morgan on 
Facebook.

At the hospital, Kimbro stayed by 
her side, watching and waiting for a 
sign of life in her daughter. After four 
days, Morgan squeezed her mother’s 
hand. But her eyes stayed closed for 
another five days.

“That’s nine excruciating days,” 
Kimbro said. “You can’t leave her 
laying there forever.”

Morgan’s prognosis is still 
unknown, Shelton said.

Kimbro is just hoping she can 
regain enough strength to begin 
breathing on her own, knowing she’s 
a long way from a trip home.
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lore, extolling the virtues of hard 
work and marriage. The whole idea 
of suburban life was a fairly new 
concept on primetime television. 

Then came the Taylors in “The 
Andy Griffith Show.” This show was 
a smash ratings hit, and also gave 
us Don Knotts and Ron Howard.

 But what makes this Taylor family 
(not the Taylors of “Friday Night 
Lights” - clear eyes, full hearts) 
revolutionary, is that as a widower, 
Sheriff Andy Taylor became one of 
the first single parents on primetime 
television.

And, there were the Petries in the 
“Dick Van Dyke Show,” which aired 
for eight years starting in 1961. 
This show made Mary Tyler Moore 
famous, but for the most part, it was 
just for fun. Nothing groundbreaking 
here on the surface. Looking a little 
closer, a single woman is trying to 

make a go of it in television news. 
That’s a hard task. But Mary made it 
look easy.

“I Love Lucy” addressed childbirth 
on the show, but it was not the first 
one to do it. When Lucy got preg-
nant in real life, it was worked into 
the show. That’s nothing now, but in 
those days it was monumental.

The first show to do it was “Mary 
Kay and Johnny,” 1947 to 1950. It 
was about a young couple who lived 
in Greenwich Village. She’d get into 
silly situations; he’d have to get her 
out. The stars were married in real 
life. Their names were Mary Kay 
and Johnny Stearns. 

In 1948, Mary Kay had a baby. 
They wrote the pregnancy into the 
show, and the baby appeared on 
screen when he was a month old. 
Mary Kay and Johnny was also the 
first situation comedy on network 
TV.

The show lasted for 300 epi-
sodes, but its fate is unknown. 
Fragments of the show’s last few 
episodes survive, most on 16-mm 
film, but are not commercially avail-
able.

But back to the ‘60s, when sit-
coms were king.

There were many shows and 
spin-offs of shows that aired on the 
three networks in the 1960s. You 
and I have our favorites, but in two 

surveys I have found on the Internet 
machine, “The Andy Griffith Show,” 
placed No. 1.

Regarding the tone of the show, 
Griffith once said that despite a con-
temporary setting, the show evoked 
nostalgia. 

Stating in a “Today Show” inter-
view: “Well, though we never said it, 
and though it was shot in the 1960s, 
it had a feeling of the 1930s. It was, 
when we were doing it, of a time 
gone by.”

The show never finished lower 
than seventh in the ratings, and 
landed No. 1 in its last season. It 
was the ultimate feel-good show.

I had a lot of favorite sitcoms 
while growing up – “That Girl,” 
“Green Acres,” “I Dream of Jean-
nie,” “Get Smart,” and “Flying Nun,” 
to name a few. But my favorite 

was “Bewitched,” with Elizabeth 
Montgomery as Samantha. The 
show, from 1964 to 1972, was about 
a witch who marries an ordinary 
mortal man, and vows to lead the 
life of a typical suburban housewife.

The plot each week was simple 
and funny. And while as a pre-teen 
I had this thing for Samantha, my 
favorite character was Gladys 
Kravitz, the nosy neighbor who tried 
to expose Samantha as a witch, but 
wound up looking foolish instead.

Most of us have had neighbors 
like that at one time or another.

Samantha went through two 
Gladyses and two husbands, but 
the show kept on working.

You could say that it was bewitch-
ing. Now, how corny of an ending is 
that? About as corny as the 1960s 
sitcoms.

The ‘bewitching’ 1960s sitcoms were an escape from a troubled decade for many people
(Continued from Page 1)

Don Knotts and Andy Griffith in  
“The Andy Griffith Show.”



Page 12  THE BULLETIN  March 14, 2017  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER Sky is the limit for skilled trades, so prepare to get your hands dirty and make money
By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

The demand for skilled labor-
ers - electricians, plumbers, HVAC 
technicians and others - continues 
to soar, and that’s a good thing for 
America.

According to the Society for 
Human Resource Management, 
skilled-trades jobs have increased by 
more than 1 million since 2012 - “the 
most of any profession.”

The pay is better than most people 
are aware. Skilled tradesmen enjoy 
average earnings of almost $22 an 
hour. Seasoned tradesmen can earn 
six-figure incomes.

With the glut of unemployed col-
lege graduates - many of whom must 
repay thousands of dollars in college 
loans - more young people are con-
sidering careers in the trades.

I think it’s great.
Our country was built by people 

who worked with their hands.
Ben Franklin was the youngest 

son and 15th child born to a working-
class father. He only attended school 
for two years. As a teen, he became 
a printer’s apprentice, a messy blue-
collar job.

His trade helped him master com-
munication, business management, 
politics and human nature. He would 
go on to publish influential news-

papers and books. He franchised 
his printing business in other cities 
and became wealthy enough at the 
young age of 42 to dedicate the rest 
of his life to his country and to invent-
ing many innovations that we still use 
today (the potbelly Franklin stove 
comes to mind).

George Washington, a farmer, 
toiled in his gardens to cross-breed 
the perfect plant. He was forever 
trying new ways to cultivate and 
harvest his crops. His creativity and 
inventiveness are on display at his 
beloved Mount Vernon estate, which 
I visited many times when I lived in 
Alexandria, Va.

To be sure, many of the Founders 
of our country were farmers. They 
were humbled daily by the unforgiv-
ing realities of nature. Not one of 
them was afraid to get his hands 
dirty. 

Hands-on labor made them sen-
sible and innovative. And their good 
sense and innovation are evident in 
the simplicity and practicality of the 
Constitution.

We need a resurgence of “blue-
collar” common sense.

Blue-collar workers cannot “BS” 
their way through their work. An 
electrician mixes up the hot wire and 
ground wire only once. A carpenter 
is kept honest by his level - he mea-

sures twice, cuts once. A plumber’s 
skill is evident when the water valve 
is opened and the pipes don’t leak.

Blue-collar workers have no 
choice but to develop horse sense 
- to develop efficient ways to solve 
real problems.

There was a time in America 
when many white-collar jobs were 
also infused with horse sense. An 
employee started as a bank teller 
right out of high school. He’d work 
his way up, through performance and 
sound judgment, to the highest levels 
of the organization.

The journalism profession worked 
the same way. A young person would 
start in the mailroom and, through 
grit and hard work, would gradually 
acquire the skills needed to gather 
and report the facts in an objective 
manner. Reporters who came up 
the ranks this way were grounded in 

reality.
So I hope more millennials forsake 

the white-collar world to become 
skilled laborers.

I hope we stop glamorizing 
careers on Wall Street and in the 
legal profession and many other 
paper-pushing businesses.

I hope more people use their 
hands to produce something of value 
every day - and use their practical, 
decision-making abilities to help 
resolve other challenges we face.

Hey, unemployed, college-
indebted young people, are you 
paying attention?

We have a shortage of skilled 
tradesmen in our country. With the 
economy poised to expand, the sky 
will be the limit for skilled trades.

Don’t be ashamed to get your 
hands a little dirty.
            © 2017 Tom Purcell

Can stem cells hold up in space?
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

The SpaceX rocket carrying 
samples of donated adult stem cells 
from a research laboratory at Mayo 
Clinic’s Florida campus launched 
from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center 
in Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Feb. 
19.

The biological cells come from the 
laboratory of Dr. Abba Zubair, who 
specializes in cellular treatments for 
disease and regenerative medicine. 
According to Dr. Zubair, Whitson is 
performing the trypsinization step 
to harvest mesenchymal stem cells 
(1 of 3 types of stem cells sent to 
space) from a biocell culture system. 
Trypsinization is a process which 
breaks down proteins, enabling the 
cells to adhere to the vessel in which 
they’re being cultured. 

Dr. Zubair and his team hope 
to find out how the stem cells hold 
up in space. All stem cells will be 
cryopreserved and travel back to the 

laboratory in one to two months for 
further analysis.

Dr. Gianrico Farrugia, vice 
president, Mayo Clinic, and CEO 
of Mayo Clinic in Florida says, 
“This space cargo carries important 
material for research that could 
hold the key for developing future 
treatments for stroke - a debilitating 
health issue. Research such as this 
accelerates scientific discoveries into 
breakthrough therapies and critical 
advances in patient care.”

Did you know?
• A bookstore in Australia wraps 

its books in paper with short 
descriptions, so people won’t be 
able to “judge a book by its cover.”

• After being invited to spend a 
summer’s night with a lady friend, 
Benjamin Franklin asked to post-
pone it until winter, when nights are 
longer.

He celebrated the big win 
with a swig of prune juice

So, what was your excuse for 
calling in sick to work again?

Orville Rogers nosed out Dixon 
Hemphill in a duel of World War 
II veterans to win the 60-meter 
dash for their age group in 18 
seconds flat at the USA Track 
and Field masters indoor champi-
onships in Albuquerque, N.M.

Oh, did we mention that 
Rogers is 99? Hemphill is a 
mere 92 — but he did have a hip 
replaced nine years ago.

Overhead bins are full
When King Salman of Saudi 

Arabia took a recent trip to Indo-
nesia, he brought along 506 tons 
of baggage.

In other words, almost as 
much as Colin Kaepernick.

Bringing the heat
Antarctica reached a modern-

day record high of 63.5 degrees 
in 2015, scientists say.

So take that, you haters 
who proclaimed that hell would 
freeze over before the Cubs won 
another the World Series — it 
was just the opposite, in fact.

Serpent teen
The second coming of Kenny 

“The Snake” Stabler, perhaps?
Pinnacle High School in Phoe-

nix boasts a highly recruited QB 
named Spencer Rattler.

Film quiz
“La La Land” is a movie about:
a) a musician and an aspiring 

actress who meet and fall in love.
b) Twins fans dreaming of win-

ning this year’s World Series.
c) Johnny Manziel thinking he 

has an NFL future.
Say it ain’t so

The NCAA declared five Rich-
mond baseball players ineligible 
to start the season because they 
played fantasy football.

On the plus side, they’re up for 
this year’s Shoeless Joe Jackson 
Award.

Talking the talk
—Cowboys RB Darren McFad-

den, to the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette, not worried about wear 
and tear after nine NFL seasons: 
“I’m like a diesel engine. They get 
over 100,000 miles.”
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: VOCAL  LEAVE  SCHOOL  JOSTLE
Answer: What the reckless driver gave the barber -- A CLOSE SHAVE

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Ride out the storm. 
Some brief disruptions may have you ready to throw 
in the towel, but a little patience is all that’s required 
to achieve success. You may be in a position to take 
advantage of a situation in the week to come.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Listen to your heart. 
Strengthen an existing relationship with a loved one 
by letting them know how you really feel. Singles 
who are still seeking their significant other may reap 
romantic rewards by meeting new people.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t jump to conclu-
sions. Wait until all the facts come to light before 
reaching a decision as the true nature of a situation 
may be cloudy this week. Talking things over with a 
trusted friend or confidant may set your mind at ease.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Do what you want to 
do. Think about things that make you happy and then 
take action to make them happen this week. Steer 
clear of disputes and bad-tempered people. Negative 
influences could rain on your parade.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Get going while the going 
is good. There’s no obstacle that you can’t conquer or 
problem you can’t solve as your energy and enthusi-
asm will be in high gear this week. Offering help to a 
friend in need will be effortless.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Keep it simple. If you 
take too much time thinking things over, you may get 
stuck in neutral, but if you follow your instincts, you’ll 
make quick progress. Set aside some quality time to 
spend with loved ones this week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): All work and no play makes 
for a dull week. Leave some room in the schedule for 
recreation and hobbies that will help to clear your mind. 
Romantic activities are likely to meet with better than 
average results.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Remember that not 
everyone plays fair. Remain alert with matters involving 
money as someone may try to pull a fast one when you 
aren’t paying attention. Take the time to find value in 
something you may have at first thought worthless.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Patience is a 
virtue. If you find someone is irritating you, count to ten or 
just walk away before you lose your cool. Now is the time 
for listening and understanding rather than engaging in 
petty squabbles or spats.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Logic may fail you. 
A practical approach won’t be much help when a problem 
stems from a completely irrational situation. You may 
need to put your creative juices into overdrive to find a 
solution or just avoid the matter altogether.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Smiles can be con-
tagious. A positive and upbeat attitude will light up your 
surroundings and make you a pleasure to be around 
this week. Competitions will be about enjoying the game 
rather than who wins or loses.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Put the past behind you 
and set sights on the future. You may have made some 
mistakes before, but wipe the slate clean. Resolve to 
get off to a fresh start this week. Find your comfort zone 
among family and close friends.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

March 13: ON THIS DATE 
in 1868, the impeachment trial of 
President Andrew Johnson began 
in the U.S. Senate; he was eventu-
ally acquitted by one vote. In 1925, 
a law went into effect in Tennessee 
prohibiting the teaching of evolution.

March 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1939, the republic of Czechoslo-
vakia was dissolved, opening the 
way for Nazi occupation. In 1964, a 
jury in Dallas found nightclub owner 
Jack Ruby guilty of murdering 
Lee Harvey Oswald, the accused 
assassin of President Kennedy 
the previous November. Ruby was 
sentenced to death but died during 
a hospital furlough from prison in 
early 1967.

March 15: ON THIS DATE in 44 
B.C., Roman dictator Julius Caesar 
was assassinated by a group of 
nobles that included former allies 
Brutus and Cassius. In 1964, actors 
Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton 
were married in Montreal; it was her 

fifth marriage, his second.
March 16: ON THIS DATE 

in 1836, the Republic of Texas 
approved a constitution. In 1968, 
during the Vietnam War, the My Lai 
Massacre of civilians was carried 
out by U.S. troops under the com-
mand of Lt. William L. Calley Jr.

March 17: ON THIS DATE in 
432, a teenaged Christian mission-
ary later canonized as St. Patrick 
was carried off as a slave to Ireland, 
where he became a charismatic 
evangelist credited with the spread 
of the faith and later became known 
as the Apostle of Ireland. In 1917, 
Czar Nicholas II of Russia abdicated 
his throne as the Bolsheviks came 
to power.

March 18: ON THIS DATE 
in 1922, Indian leader Mohandas 
Gandhi was jailed by the British for 
sedition. In 1974, most of the Arab 
oil-producing nations ended their 
seven-month-long embargo against 
the United States.

March 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1918, Congress approved daylight-
saving time. In 1953, the Academy 
Awards was televised for the first 
time; “The Greatest Show on Earth” 
won for Best Picture.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1953, 
Nikita Khrushchev pushed aside 
reformist Georgi Malenkov, who had 
succeeded Josef Stalin to leadership 
in the Soviet Union one day after the 
murderous strongman’s death. While 
a favorite of Stalin, Malenkov was 
not taken seriously by the bulk of 
Soviet leadership, and Khrushchev 
assembled a coalition of political and 
military leaders to assume the role of 
First Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party two 
weeks later, adding to that the role of 
Premier in 1958. 

This week’s question: This 
week in 1906, an imperial census 
showed that which nation ruled one-
fifth of the world?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

BOLTS & NUTS                                                                      By Sean Galvin

WEEKLY GEOGRAPHY QUIZ
 GEOQUIZ: Croatia has a coastline on what body of salt water?
Answer: The Adriatic Sea. Other countries bordering the Adriatic 

include Albania, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Slovenia and Italy.

Send your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you 
spread the word on the many things going on in your community.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• The probability of you drinking a glass of water that contains a molecule 
of water that also passed through a dinosaur is almost 100 percent.

• Most people who live to be 100 years or older tend to be born in Sep-
tember, October or November.

• Pilots and co-pilots usually eat different meals just in case onen causes 
food poisoning.

• Traces of gold can sometimes be found in the hair of newborn babies.
• A construction worker in Brazil cemented a man’s car into the pavement 

after the owner refused to move it.
• 14 U.S. states still require students to reach proficiency in cursive writing.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Detergent with Oxi Booster
4 DVD precursor
7 Scout, to Tonto
12 “Face the Nation” group
15 “My mom’s gonna kill me!”
17 Uncle relative?
18 Golden Globe, e.g.
19 Nail care target
21 Congressional period
22 Vocal quartet member

23 Use WhatsApp, say
24 Junior nav. officer
25 Long time follower
27 Manipulator
29 Cut
31 Roll of dough
32 Popular weekend destination for 
many Northern Californians
33 Deceitful
37 Remove
39 Drop (out)

41 Russian lettuce?
42 Fog machine substance
44 Average
46 Ballerina’s hairdo
47 Prohibit
48 Offensive to some, for short
49 Rescue squad initials
50 ___ Fridays
53 Speak harshly
55 “Fine by me”
57 Salon piece
59 Swallowed one’s pride
62 Chinese cooking staple
64 “__ were the days”
65 Not working
66 “Lone Survivor” military group
67 Speak, old-style
68 Not strict
69 One of two in Pompeii

DOWN
1 “Paradise Lost,” e.g.
2 Marinara brand
3 Singer whose last name is Pig 
Latin for a slang word for “money”
4 Workshop gadget
5 Derby or boater
6 Huge success
7 Toyota Center team
8 Laudatory verses
9 Tighten, as laces
10 Kept quiet
11 Paradises
13 Really bad
14 Activity for some ex-presidents
16 Good buys
20 Get rid of
23 Appears unexpectedly, and a hint 
to this puzzle’s circles
25 Knocked out
26 “Tootsie” actress
28 Co-producer of the art rock 
album “High Life”
30 Little, in Marseille
34 London locale that’s a music 
industry eponym
35 “America’s Got Talent” judge 
Heidi
36 Deep desires
38 Lust, e.g.
40 Weigh station unit
43 Praises
45 Pick out of a crowd
50 Spanish appetizers
51 Actress Scacchi
52 Birthplace of the violin
54 Peninsular capital
56 Icy Hot target
58 Supermodel Sastre
59 Longtime teammate of Derek
60 Nobel Peace Center locale
61 From Green Bay to St. Paul
63 Often rolled-over item
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
COD TUNA CARP TROUT SHARK PERCH SALMON GROUPER
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