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Play Ball!
Good riddance She reconstructs history one sculpting at a time
Baseball braces
to winter and
for big changes
cold weather
By Stephanie Gizella Johnson
The Bulletin

The Freeport Historical Museum
will be hosting a live, facial reconstruction exhibit featuring nation-

By John Toth

ally recognized forensic sculptor
Amanda Danning.
On March 27-30 and April
3-6, you can witness Danning as
she combines science and art to

Editor and Publisher

I officially declare winter over on
the Texas Gulf Coast.
Confession: I hate winter. Once I
experienced my first mild winter here
in the late 1970s, I was sold – never
again will I live anywhere near a cold
climate.
I had enough
of it growing up in
places with fullblown winters.
After graduating
from college, the
cold was in my
rearview mirror.
RAMBLINGS Hello, Texas.
Some friends
say they like four seasons. I like
two of them: Summer and almost
summer.
Go outside and take a whiff of that
spring air – the smell of wildflowers,
fresh-cut grass. Listen to the birds
singing. It is exhilarating.
You can’t help being in a good
mood. It is relaxing to just sit in the
backyard and take it all in. I wish
there was some way to bottle it so
I can just pop it open during one of
the few winter days around here.
When I was younger, I got ready
to go to elementary school one day
without listening to the radio news or
turning on the TV. I found myself in
knee-deep snow as I tried to make
my way three blocks to school.
Fortunately, one of the kind passersby informed me that school was
closed. Snow day – that is one of the
benefits of winter in the northeast.
I went back home and watched TV
all day.
That’s about all I could do back in
(Continued on Page 2)
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Amanda Danning to reconstruct history at Freeport museum.

determine interesting facts about
the person whose face she will
reconstruct.
During her presentations, which
will occur at least once daily, she
will be able to identify the gender,
native location, why it is so important, and more.
The Freeport Historical Museum
is located at 311 E. Park Ave. The
live exhibit takes place March
27-30 and April 3-6 from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. each day. Private tours are
available. For more information, call
(979) 293-0066. Don’t miss out on a
chance to see history come alive!
Danning has more than 20years’ experience and an advanced
degree in sculpture. Ms. Danning
gained international recognition as
a forensic sculptor, in part, through
her consulting work with the Smithsonian Institute.

(Continued on Page 9)

Why medical tests are beginning to scare me to death
By Ernie Williamson

M

Special to The Bulletin

y dad always said growing
old isn’t for cowards.
I suspect many readers
know all about that.
One disadvantage of being
a 71-year-old paraplegic with a
spinal cord injury is that I have
acquired numerous “ologists.” I
have a neurologist, an urologist, a
gastroenterologist, a cardiologist, a

Cutting
the cable
cord has
its benefits
– saving $

pulmonologist and a dermatologist.
I also have a rehab doctor. She,
for reasons unclear to me, is an “ist”,
as in physiatrist.

The View from My Seat
They all have one thing in
common. They like tests.
I don’t know about you folks, but
the older I get the more stressful the
tests become. With the exception of

By Tom Purcell

Special to The Bulletin

I’m so unhappy with my cable TV
and internet services that I’m going
to do what I’ve long dreamed of
doing: Cancel my subscription!
I’m not alone in my unhappiness.
Consumer Reports says cable
providers “have consistently rated
below average among services we
cover.”
A 2014 Consumer Reports survey
of 81,848 customers “found almost
universally low ratings for value ...
especially for TV and Internet.”

MRIs, the tests themselves aren’t
that bad. It’s waiting for results.
My fear of test results may be
because my new life in a wheelchair
has made me feel more vulnerable. After all, 65 years of eating
right, exercising and getting regular
checkups didn’t work.
Adding to this sense of vulnerability is the fact that friends and
acquaintances are aging right along

(Continued on Page 7)

What’s worse, the costs of those
services keep going up!
In 2014, reported the Mintel
Group, home cable TV and internet
services’ average cost was $154
monthly - or $1,848 yearly, more
than that year’s average household spent on clothing, furniture or
electricity.
Consumer Reports says cable
prices have risen faster than inflation, despite some competition from
fiber-optic and satellite providers.
BGR reports cable giant Comcast
(Continued on Page 6)

By Joe Guzzardi

Special to The Bulletin

Spring training is under way, and
fans whose passion for baseball
dates back decades brace themselves for more game-altering, useless and annoying changes. Major
League Baseball commissioner
Rob “Meddling” Manfred is back at
it with more dumb ideas that will, if
implemented, distract from the game
on the field.
Manfred’s latest folly, currently
being tested in spring training, is
the pitch clock that will limit hurlers
to 20 seconds in between pitches.
Another experiment that the Atlantic
League is testing is a three-batter
minimum on relief pitchers. And
eventually, the dreaded robot umpire
will take its place behind home
plate. Count on it.
Fans will remember, with irritation,
that Manfred is responsible for the
tedious replay review system which

(Continued on Page 4)
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My winter experiences pushed me to a warmer climate
(Continued from Page 1)

those days. There was no Internet,
no video games. There wasn’t even
a phone in my household. But we
did have a small black and white TV
and a radio.
We could watch maybe a half
dozen TV channels. Three of them
showed sitcom reruns in the morn-

ings. Then the Mike Douglas show
came on in the afternoon.
Another time we went on a class
trip to go skiing. It was not the best
class trip I have been on. (The best
one was in May when we went to a
lake where we paddled boats and
played ping pong.)
On the winter trip,I figured out

I’M VERY BUSY, HONEY, YOU HAVE NO IDEA HOW BUSY:
A man in Kunshan, China married three different women over a threeyear period, and settled them in apartments less than a half-mile from
each other through his booming real estate company. He made more
than a dozen trips back and forth between households each week,
and explained his frequent absences by claiming that he was going on
business trips. Now charged with polygamy, he says he will wind up with
whichever wife forgives him when he gets out of jail.
I WANT EVERYONE TO LOOK AT ME, NOT HER: A woman
refused to ask her childhood friend to be a bridesmaid at her wedding
because of her pal’s very envious figure, and the bride-to-be did not want
to be upstaged on her big day.
IT’S WHERE ALL THE FUN HAPPENS: Firefighters came to a
bar in Rochester, N.Y., at 1 a.m. in response to a call about overcrowding, only to be confronted by a 200-person brawl that spilled out into
the parking lot. Cops from several towns had to come and rescue them.
Officers had been called to that bar 28 times in the past two years for
“fights, intoxicated patrons and general unruliness.”
HEY, I’M THE VICTIM HERE! A man called the police emergency
number in Buckinghamshire, England, to complain that “people are trying
to steal my weed off me.”
BEST BIRTHDAY EVER! A man celebrated his 66th birthday by
attempting to hit three trucks with his vehicle, running them off the road
near Moore, Utah, “mooning” other drivers and “flipping off” a police
officer as he sped past him on the side of the road. He is charged with
assault on a peace officer, three counts of aggravated assault, failing to
stop for police, and public lewdness.
SO I THOUGHT IT BEST JUST TO WAIT FOR YOU, OFFICER: A man rolled his car after roaring down the highway in Porter, Ind.,
at 100 mph and losing control of the vehicle. He told arresting officers
that he had tried to run away from the crash but couldn’t because he was
too drunk.
GREAT! I’LL BE RIGHT THERE: A drug dealer in Rotterdam,
N.Y., got his phone numbers mixed up, and accidentally texted a police
detective – with whom he had had “prior dealings” – with an offer to sell
him some narcotics. The cop said, “Sure.”
SO ARE WE GOOD? A policeman on patrol in Forestbrook, S.C.,
very early in the morning happened upon a rather drunk and “slightly
undressed” woman and a man in the back of an SUV. She crawled into
the front seat, and told the officer she wasn’t doing anything wrong.
There was cocaine in the vehicle, but both of them claimed it wasn’t
theirs.
EIGHT BEERS WILL DO THAT TO YOU: A man broke into a
pickup truck inside the garage of a home in Memphis, Tenn., ate candy
and drank eight beers, which had been left inside, then spray-painted the
truck’s interior and went to sleep. The homeowner discovered him the
next morning.

how NOT to wipe out on skiis, but
spent much of the afternoon in the
warm clubhouse. On the way back
home, our bus ran into a huge
snowstorm, and we sat on the
highway for hours, along with the
rest of the cars.
There was no way to let family
members know what had happened.
Our parents stood around in front of
the school, waiting, hoping that the
radio would not break in with a special report about a bus full of kids.
When the bus finally pulled up to
the school, we received the warmest greeting ever from the parents.
We heard their cheers as we
turned the corner where the school
was. Their nerves were shot by
then.
As it turned out, we were one of
the last vehicles to get out of all that
mess before the highway was shut
down.
I have several other snow horror

stories, but nothing like the latest
one I heard. A guy survived in his
car in the snow for three days by
eating only packets of hot taco
sauce. I would have died. I don’t
carry taco sauce in my car.
I don’t know how people in places
like Chicago do it – live with the
snow and ice and cold for months
on-end. They must be used to
it. One of my sons was up there
recently for three days and found it

miserably cold.
In the summer, when it’s 95 here
in the shade, people in places
where it’s cold now will probably be
sitting on their back porch enjoying
a cool breeze. We won’t be doing
that in the middle of summer. The
breeze will be warm and damp, and
the back porch will be attacked by
mosquitos.
We’ll be inside in air conditioning.
But, that’s O.K.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
PHANTOM LIMB SYNDROME
Q. Perhaps you’ve heard of the
“phantom limb” syndrome, where
someone who has lost a limb feels
like it’s still there. But what is an
“alien limb” syndrome? And what
might it suggest about the concept
of free will?
A. “Individuals with this condition
report that one of their extremities
—often a hand — seems to act of its
own volition, says Bahar Gholipour
in “Scientific American” magazine.
One hand might unbutton a shirt
that the other hand is buttoning, and
nothing controls the action except
perhaps grabbing or even sitting on
the wayward hand.
Lesions in the brain brought on
by a stroke may trigger the alien
limb syndrome, but despite patients
exhibiting the same strange symptoms, their lesions do not occur at
the same place. Neurologist Ryan
Darby compared locations against
a template of brain networks and
found that lesions associated with
the syndrome “all mapped onto
a network of areas connecting
to the precuneus, a region previously linked to self-awareness and
agency.”
As to the idea of free will, the
study suggests that some of its

components — volition and agency
of movements — rely on a network
of regions, so that “the perception of
will may break down with disruption
to any part of that network.”
THE PORTMANTEAUX
FAMILY
Q. Word lovers: You probably
know the meaning of “rurban,”
“palimony,” “guesstimate,” “squiggle”
and “contraption.” But did you
know they’re all part of the family of
“portmanteaux”? Can you see the
pattern here?
A. Each word blends two or
more other words,” says Anu Garg
on his “A.Word.A.Day” website.
“Rurban,” for example, blends “rural”
and “urban” to denote having characteristics of both country and city
life. “Palimony,” combining “pal” and
“alimony” (from Latin “alimonia” for
“sustenance”), is “financial support
given by one member of an unmarried couple to another after separation.” And “guesstimate,” joining
“guess” and “estimate,” means “an
estimate based on guesswork.”
“Squiggle” blends “squirm” and
“wiggle,” giving us “an irregularly
curling or looping line, string, etc.”
The final portmanteau, “contraption,” is “a device that appears to be
strange, makeshift or complicated,”
perhaps a combination of “contrive”
+ “trap” + “invention.”
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And now we can all “chillax”
(“chill” + “relax”) on that subject.
IN THE BEGINING, THERE
WAS LUCA
Q. All life on Earth is believed to
have evolved from a single microbial
creature, dubbed the last universal
common ancestor (LUCA). How
long ago did LUCA live and what
was it like?
A. “The earliest known chemical traces of life appear to date
from 4.1 billion years ago,” writes
Michael Marshall in “New Scientist”
magazine. And recent analyses
of genetic data from a diverse
sampling of living species suggest
LUCA lived at least 3.9 billion years
ago (bya). To put this in perspective, Earth itself only coalesced from
rocks and dust about 4.5 bya.
The genetic analyses also suggest that LUCA lived somewhere
hot, “breathed” carbon dioxide,
and was unable to synthesize the
building blocks of proteins. “LUCA,
it seems, was a complex organism,
but still missing some key abilities.”
Based on genetic, geological
and fossil evidence, the timeline for
life’s major milestones has been
clarified: About 3.5 bya single-celled
life diversified into bacteria and
archaea, and the methane (a greenhouse gas) released by archaea
gradually warmed Earth. Oxygenproducing photosynthesis started
with cyanobacteria 2.5 bya, the first
complex “eukaryotic” cells emerged
around 1.8 bya, multicellular organisms about 1.6 bya, and the first
true animals roughly 0.5 bya. Notes
Marshall, “Life’s Dark Ages have yet
to be fully illuminated. But we know
far more than we did just a few
years ago.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?
• Anyone of broadly European
descent is related to Charlemagne,
former King of the Franks.
• The name ‘jaguar’ comes from
the Native American word ‘yaguar,’
which means “he who kills with one
leap.”

Camper space with
cement slab on 3 acres
in Churchill, TX. Call
(979) 824-0225.
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Changes are coming to baseball, but will they help game?
(Continued from Page 1)

slows the game’s pace. As fans
sit on their hands, bench coaches
call their video guys, umpires stare
at managers for an order to look
at replay, and the umpiring crew
deliberates, then consults with the
New York-based experts - snail’s
pace stuff. More Manfred tedium:
the automatic intentional base on

balls wherein the manager simply
flashes four fingers, and the batter
trots to first base. The pitcher is
relieved of throwing the traditional
four wide ones. The estimated game
time saved is only a few seconds,
but to Manfred every second lost is
precious.
Manfred being Manfred, he
cooked up the pitch clock with an

NEW RENOVATIONS
DECKING COMPANY
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eye toward bringing it to regular
season games as quickly as possible. Manfred’s czar-like authority
over MLB allows him to impose the
pitch clock in 2019 regardless of the
players or their union’s opinions.
Kansas City Royals’ manager Ned
Yost has his doubts. Yost said: “I’m
not so sure if a 20-second clock is
going to make that big of a difference.”
And three-time Cy Young Award
winner Max Scherzer is a pitch clock
critic, too, and thinks that it messes
with the game’s fabric. Wild guess:
Yost and Scherzer know more about
baseball than Manfred.
In reality, the pitch clock will
slow the game as the umpires will
have the challenging responsibility
to decide whether the pitcher has
released the ball before the clock
expires. The arguments that will
certainly ensue will be time eateruppers, too.
Truth is that baseball games
aren’t too long, especially when
compared to the National Football
League. Lining up for punts, kick
offs, injury time outs, huddles,
penalties, endless half time shows
and more commercial breaks than
anyone can endure are the stuff of
mind-crushing boredom.
According to a Wall Street Journal
analysis, shots of players standing
around doing nothing takes up 67

minutes per telecast; commercials
take up another hour, and actual
on-field action is a mere 11 minutes.
Yet, fans don’t mind. The 2019
Super Bowl, the granddaddy of long
games, set a streaming viewership
record with a 31 percent increase
over last year.
Baseball games’ length isn’t the
problem, especially when they take
place on balmy summer evenings
when the yard is perhaps the most
pleasant place in town to spend a
few leisurely hours. The problem
isn’t the elapsed time between
pitches, but rather the amount of
time that passes without on-field
action. Too many strikeouts and too
many foul balls put too many fans
to sleep.
During the 2018 season, in at
least one month, batters struck out
more times than they registered
hits. And Travis Sawchik reported
at FiveThirtyEight.com that, over
the last two decades, foul balls

have increased significantly while
the number of balls put in play has
dropped dramatically.
Pitch clocks can’t cure those ills.
Sawchik recommends that MLB
investigate decreasing the foul
territory’s area which might produce
more foul outs that, in turn, would
shorten games.
Fans might as well relax; the
pitch clock is coming and sooner
rather than later. Manfred’s fixation
with reducing the length of baseball
games isn’t going away.
Too bad that Manfred can’t learn
from baseball’s rich history. Dating
back to the first games in the mid19th century, baseball, and the way
it’s played, has always ebbed and
flowed. Let the game be the game,
and stop fiddling with it.
(Joe Guzzardi is a Society for
American Baseball Research and
Internet Baseball Writers Association member. Contact him at
guzzjoe@yahoo.com)

BASEBALL FUN FACTS

• MLB 2019 Opening Day will take place on March 28. It is the earliest
opening day in the history of Major League Baseball (beating out 2018
Opening Day by a day).
• The first World Series was played between Pittsburgh and Boston in
1903 and was a nine-game series. Boston won the series 5-3.
• The New York Yankees have won 26 World Series titles, which is more
than any other team.
• Former Yankees right fielder Mickey Mantle holds the record for most
career home runs (18) and RBI (40) in World Series history.
• Baseball stars from the National League and the American League
played the first All-Star Game in 1933. The National League has won 40
of the 73 games. The game ended in a tie twice. In 1961, rain in Boston
prevented extra innings, and the game ended in a 1-1 tie. And in 2002, the
game went 11 innings with the score knotted at seven before it was finally
called off due to a lack of pitchers.
• Baltimore Orioles shortstop Cal Ripken, Jr. didn’t miss a game in 16
years. He played in 2,632 consecutive games from April 30, 1982 to Sept.
19, 1998.
• Pete Rose, who played for the Cincinnati Reds and then was banned
from baseball for life for betting on games while managing the team, holds
the all-time record for hits (4,256) and games played (3,562).
• In 2001, San Francisco’s Barry Bonds broke the all-time single-season
home run record when he hit 73. He broke the mark of 70, set by St. Louis
Cardinals first baseman Mark McGwire in 1998.
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Polyps in your colon can turn cancerous if not removed
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Perhaps one of the most dreaded
parts of turning 50, is having to get
a colonoscopy. While regular colon
screening can be uncomfortable, Dr.
John Kisiel, a Mayo Clinic gastroenterologist, says this screening is
a crucial step in catching colorectal
cancer and precancerous polyps
early. Kisiel says polyps play a
bigger role in colorectal cancer
screening than most people realize.
“Generally speaking, we encourage all adults 50 years and older
— and even those who have at
least 10 years of very high-quality
life expectancy — to participate in
screening,” Kisiel says.
He says you might be surprised
how often colonoscopies uncover
polyps lurking in your colon.
“Precancerous polyps are
extremely common,” he says. “We
expect to find them in more than a

quarter of the colonoscopies that
we do at a minimum. So, you know,
maybe a third or even a half of all
patients getting (a) colonoscopy will
have precancerous polyps.”
Although 1 in 20 Americans will
be diagnosed with colorectal cancer
in his or her lifetime, Kisiel says
having polyps does not necessarily
mean you will get cancer.
“Of all the polyps that we see,
only a minority will turn into cancer,”
he says. “Sometimes they just go

away on their own, but removing
polyps is thought to be one of the
mechanisms by which we can
prevent the formation of cancer in
the first place.”
That’s why regular screening is
so important.
The downside is that if a polyp is
found in your colon, you may have
to get screened more frequently.
But that’s certainly better than
having to go through treatment for
colorectal cancer.

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT COLON CANCER?

• Most colorectal cancers are “silent” tumors. They grow slowly and often
do not produce symptoms until they reach a large size. Fortunately, colorectal cancer is preventable, and curable, if detected early.
• Abdominal pain that began recently and is severe and long-lasting can
be a sign of cancer. Colon cancer occurs in the large intestine, which can
affect bowel habits.
• A stage III colon cancer has about a 40 percent chance of cure. A patient
with a stage IV tumor has only a 10 percent chance of a cure. Chemotherapy has been shown to increase survival rates.

Page 6 THE BULLETIN March 19, 2019

(979) 849-5407 www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Purcell gets mad at cable company, plans to cut the cord
(Continued from Page 1)

boosted fees for 2019, which means
“some plans under Comcast’s Triple
Play Package branding ... will cost
as much as $215 a month ($2,580
over the course of a year) once the
promotional offer ends.”
Ah, the old “promotional offer”
tactic! Big Cable likes locking us into
long-term contracts with discount

packages that keep our monthly bills
down for a while. But when those
discounts expire, our bills soar. This
recently happened to me - again.
I was paying about $155 a month
- at least I think I was. I’d need a
busload of Harvard lawyers and
CPAs to understand all the charges.
When my bill shot well past $200
a month, I called the cable provider.

A customer service rep essentially
told me to “either sign on for another
two years or Vinny the Cable Guy
will introduce your kneecaps to a
Louisville Slugger.”
Consumer Reports says the
“industry began in the late 1940s
as ‘community antenna television,’
or CATV,” capturing good reception
of over-the-air TV broadcasts and
distributing the signals where reception was poor. “Since then cable
has evolved from a small, localized
service into a gigantic industry ... .”
That industry’s big providers have
gobbled up smaller ones, limiting
competition - which enables them
to get away with poor service and
increasing costs.
Free-market advocacy organization capitalism.com says another
reason competition is so limited is
big cable providers’ powerful lobbyists have persuaded legislators
to create laws and regulations that
“limit market entry for smaller, more
affordable competitors.”
A quick search of
broadbandnow.com shows the
limited options in my ZIP code: a
giant cable company and a giant
fiber optic company. They’re the
only viable options, because while
satellite services are available, too,
big trees around my house likely
would interfere with reception.
So what am I going to do? What
thousands of other agitated cable
customers are finally doing. I’m cutting the cable cord!
Since the only customers Big
Cable and Big Fiber treat well are
new customers, I’ll cancel cable
and subscribe to fiber-optic internet
service for about $40 a month.
I’ll get a digital TV antenna to
watch local channels - no fees! And
I’ll subscribe to a no-contract internet streaming service to watch other
channels - for another $40 a month.
I was an English major, but even
I can tell that $80 a month is a lot
less than the $200-plus that a cable
behemoth demands for essentially
the same channels.
I’ve been dreaming of this
moment for years, and it’s finally at
hand - the moment when I tell that
cable behemoth to go pound salt!
(Copyright 2019. Tom Purcell,
author of “Misadventures of a 1970’s
Childhood,” a humorous memoir available at amazon.com, is a Pittsburgh
Tribune-Review humor columnist.)

Please ‘like’ our page on Facebook to get
community news updates:
facebook.com/brazoriacountybulletin
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Do older people really need all the test doctors order?
(Continued from Page 1)

with me, acquiring their own health
problems and providing further
evidence we are not bulletproof.
The biggest reason for my testing
phobia, however, is that two tests
have come back with “incidental”
findings. The “ologists” were testing
for one thing but thought they found
something else. Each time I had to
get back on the medical merry-goround and undergo more testing,

costing insurers more money and
me more emotional capital.
The first incidental finding
occurred when an abdominal CAT
scan detected a solitary nodule in
the lower part of one lung. Off to the
pulmonologist. Another CAT scan of
the full lungs found more nodules.
Luckily, the nodules were small.
That, according to the pulmonologist, and the fact I never smoked
probably meant they were benign.

Effects of overtesting are not all financial
From Verywellhealth.com

Overtesting costs money. The most direct effect is on your health insurer’s
profits, but they generally raise premiums to make up for that. Government
payers, similarly, raise taxes or cut back on other benefits to compensate for
high health care costs. This means that the cost of overtesting is spread to
everyone – including you.
There are a few negative effects that you can incur that are not financial,
however. Having too many medical tests can provide you with a false sense
of security, allowing you to believe that you are completely healthy when you
really just had normal results on unnecessary tests. Another effect is that
excessive radiation exposure is not considered safe, and can increase your
risk of disease.
There are a few things you can do to ensure that the tests are necessary.
You can ask what the test is for and how the test will impact the next step in
your care. Overtesting is not beneficial, and it can be harmful.

But … the only way to be certain
was to do a CAT scan every six
months for two years.
That meant in addition to the two
scans I already had, they wanted
to give me four more, each with
an effective radiation dose that is
the same as the average person
receives from background radiation
in 3 to 5 years.
It was a long two years. Those
of you dealing with the threat of
cancer know the cycle. Anxiety.
Testing. Waiting. Worrying. Hoping.
The final CAT scan showed the
nodules were shrinking. My pulmonologist theorized the nodules were
probably scars from a previous
illness, not cancer.
Phew.
Not long after that, I had an MRI
of my brain and spinal cord. This
is done routinely to ensure there
are no changes in my condition. I
wasn’t worried about this one.
So it surprised me when my
neurologist said the MRI showed
a brain abnormality. He explained
it could simply be the result of my
moving during the procedure. Or it

could be sarcoidosis (an inflammatory disease). Or, get this, a rare
lymphoma.
Transverse myelitis, the disease
that left me a paraplegic 7 years
ago, is rare. There are only 1,500
cases a year in this country.
Now my neurologist was telling
me I might have another rare
disease.
I remember thinking this was just
my luck. I couldn’t beat the odds
and win a Powerball jackpot, but
apparently I am quite good at collecting rare disorders.
At least this time it wasn’t going
to take two years to find out. That’s
a good thing because the typical
brain lymphoma patient dies, with-

out treatment, within two months of
diagnosis.
Another test (what else?) confirmed it was not a brain lymphoma.
By the time I got the results, I
wasn’t worried. Several weeks had
already passed, and I was alive and
kicking.
There is much controversy in
the medical community about the
increasing amount of screening and
testing being done, particularly on
older folks.
It’s a healthy debate.
All this testing is making a
coward out of me.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com)
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Ducks Unlimited to hold banquet March 23 Amanda Danning reconstructs history one sculpting at a time
Brazoria County Ducks Unlimited will host its annual banquet on Thursday,
March 28, at the Lake Jackson Civic Center.
Doors will open at 6 p.m. for the conservation-based group’s event.
Tickets are $40 each or $60 for a couple and $15 for “greenwings,” or children. Reserved tables are available for $500 and sponsor tables for $1,000.
Tickets can be ordered online at www.ducks.org/texas/events. (Event
Name: Brazoria County Banquet)
There will be a live auction, raffles and games. Prizes include limited edition DU merchandise, outdoor gear and guns.
Funds support wildlife conservation and help save our wetlands.
For more information, or to donate to the group, please contact John
Nichols at (979)418-8854 or Stephen Janak at (361) 548-2085.

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT DUCKS UNLIMITED?

• The vision of Ducks Unlimited is wetlands sufficient to fill the skies with
waterfowl today, tomorrow and forever. Ducks Unlimited conserves, restores
and manages wetlands and associated habitats for North America’s waterfowl. These habitats also benefit other wildlife and people.
• Ducks Unlimited (DU) is an American nonprofit organization 501(c)
dedicated to the conservation of wetlands and associated upland habitats for
waterfowl, other wildlife, and people. It has maintained a worldwide membership of about 700,000.
• In 1937, Joseph P. Knapp, Robert Winthrop and a small group of conservation philanthropists formed Ducks Unlimited Inc.

(Continued from Page 1)

In addition to having her works
featured in numerous books and
articles, she has more than 100
professional portraits in museums
across the nation.
Her facial reconstructions have
been the subjects of exhibits at
the National Museum of Natural
History in Washington, D.C., the
National Buffalo Soldier Museum
and the Bullock Texas State History
Museum. Her work has also been
displayed on programs such as the
History Channel and the National
Geographic Channel.
She has gained extensive experience in the museum industry working as a designer, fabricator and
exhibit director. One of her goals is
to do more skull reconstructions that
are native to Texas.
The live exhibit featured at the
Freeport Historical Museum focuses
on a skull that was found 30-feet
deep in Oyster Creek and is estimated to be about 3,500-years old.
Originally thought to be a ball, the
founders pumped it out of the water.
Law enforcement were immediately
notified when it was realized the ball
was actually a skull.
Amanda Danning was introduced
to the discovery when law enforcement became aware the skull was
much older than anticipated and
also quite distorted.
The first facial reconstruction
Danning performed in front of the
public was at the Smithsonian
Folklife Festival in 2007. Approximately 2.3 million people attended
the outdoor festival.
The two-week-long demonstration was so popular that she lost her
voice on the third day, and an intern
was assigned to speak for her as
she conducted the live exhibit.

DID YOU KNOW?

• Steve Jobs would occasionally
soak his feet in toilet water.
• You are more likely to take risks
when you’re around friends; even
more so if your friends tend to be
‘risky.’
• George H.W. Bush was the
oldest former president in U.S.
history.
• Octopuses can see and taste
using their skin.
• Australia will no longer have
winter by 2050, according to
researchers.

At the end of each day, in order to
disperse the crowd, security guards
had to ask the audience to leave
so she could close up. Her interactive approach to the demonstration
helped bring to life the 400-year-old
story of James Mutton, one of the
first settlers to die at Jamestown, to

crowds of people under the trees of
our National Mall.
In speaking with Ms. Danning, it is
easy to recognize she is knowledgeable and passionate about what
she does. Her love of learning and
questioning the status quo pushes
her towards finding new answers.
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Brazoria Lions make donation to B.I.G. Love

At its regular meeting on March 11, the Brazoria Lions Club presented
Shannan Murray, Director of Development for B.I.G. Love (Brooks’
Incredible Gifts) a check for $2,000 to support its efforts. B.I.G. Love is a
501c(3) non-profit, volunteer-based organization committed to providing
basic necessities and personalized care to cancer kids and their families
at Texas Children’s Hospital (Houston), Dell Children’s Hospital (Austin),
and The University of Texas M.D. Anderson Children’s Cancer Hospital
and beyond.

At their regular meeting on March
11, the Brazoria Lions Club
welcomed speakers Shannan
Murray, Director of Development
(R) and Mia Spargo, Patient
Ambassador (L) for B.I.G. Love, to
its meeting, where they awarded
the group with $2,000. For more
information on B.I.G. Love, visit:
www.biglovecancercare.org.

Port announces TACF tournament logo contest winners
Port Freeport has announced
the winners of the 19th Annual
Take-A-Child Fishing Tournament
(TACFT) Logo Drawing Contest.
Brazoria County’s youth ages 3-14
were eligible to enter the contest
and were invited by fliers distributed
to the schools within the Navigation
District.
The first-place winner of the
TACFT Logo Drawing Contest is
Amber Dunn, an eighth-grade student at Clute Intermediate School.
Amber was awarded a framed print
of her drawing and a $100 Urban Air
gift card.
Jayleen Macias, a fourth-grade
student at Westside Elementary,
won second place and was presented a $50 Urban Air gift card and
a framed print of her drawing. The
third-place winner, Judah Newby, an
eighth-grade student from Brazosport Christian School, also received
a framed print of his drawing and
won a $25 Urban Air gift card.
“With over 200 entries from
talented young artists across the
Port Navigation District, the process
of selecting finalists is always a
challenge, and this year proved to
be no different,” said Port Freeport
Executive Director/CEO Phyllis Saathoff. “We appreciate everyone’s
participation in the contest and look
forward to another great tournament
on May 4th.”
The Port Commission, Com-

First-place winner, Amber Dunn, an eighth-grader at Clute Intermediate,
and Port Freeport Public Affairs Manager, Lauren McCormick.
munity Advisory Panel members,
and staff voted anonymously for
their favorite drawing from the top
10 finalists. The winning logo is
used on all fliers, posters, advertisements, and T-shirts for the tournament.
Port Freeport Commission Chairman Paul Kresta said, “On behalf of
the Port Commission, I would like

to congratulate the winners of the
logo drawing contest and express
our gratitude to the schools for their
support in helping us connect with
the students and their families.”
For more information about 19th
Annual Port Freeport Take-A-Child
Fishing Tournament, please visit the
website at www.portfreeport.com/
community or call (979) 233-2667.
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Inspirational Crossroads plans Social Graces gathering Florida cities need to chill out – a lot
By Stephanie Gizella Johnson
The Bulletin

Inspirational crossroads is a 501
(C) (3) non-profit organization that
was created in 2018 by Sharon
Hudson. She “stepped out in faith,”
hoping to start a movement that
encourages people to help one
another. Inspirational crossroads
holds different events throughout
the year that bring communities
together that encourages fun and
friendship.
The first event was in the fall,

properly named “Shatter the Darkness,” it was a lively concert that
lasted into the night and featured
artists of multiple genres. In the following months, Sharon put together
a community coffee for women
throughout the area to encourage
hope and connect one another.
The next event coming up is
called Social Graces. The purpose
of this occasion is to bring together
high school girls and embolden
them to take on the trials of everyday life. It will take place Saturday,

My Answer by Billy Graham

Erase barriers between you and God

Q: I don’t look down on people
who find the Bible or church
helpful, but I get just as much
inspiration taking a hike through
the woods or looking at a star-filled
sky. God is all around us, if we’d
just stop and look. - Z.K.
A: Yes, God is all around us,
because He created everything
- including you. And He not only
created it, but He put within us
the ability to enjoy its beauty and
marvel at His handiwork. The Bible
says, “The heavens declare the
glory of God; the skies proclaim
the work of his hands” (Psalm 19:
1).
But our greatest need isn’t
simply to be inspired by the beauty
and greatness of God’s creation.
Our greatest need is to have
the barrier between us and God
erased – a barrier that’s been created by our own sin and rebellion.

Yes, we see God’s work all around
us. But we also see something
else if we’re honest: We also see
sin and suffering and evil. And if
we look within our hearts, we know
we fall far short of God’s standard
for our lives.
This is why we need Christ, for
only He can overcome the sin that
separates us from God. He did this
by becoming the final and complete sacrifice for our sins through
His death on the cross for us. The
Bible says, “Christ also suffered
once for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God”
(1 Peter 3:18).
By a simple prayer of faith turn
to Jesus Christ, confessing your
sins to Him and asking Him to
come into your life. Then make the
Bible – which is God’s Word – part
of your life every day. Discover,
too, the joy and encouragement
that come from being part of a
church where Christ is preached
and followed.
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

March 30 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the
Lake Jackson Civic Center.
The team taking part in this function includes women from Brazoria,
Clute, and Freeport who’ve decided
to come together to influence and
motivate young girls. The team will
be accepting donations of gently
used or new clothing, shoes,
purses, unopened make-up, travelsize toiletries, and monetary donations. Anyone who would like to
donate to this event should contact
info@inspirationalcrossroads.com.
Students who attend should be
picked up by a parent or guardian at 7 p.m. Participants 17 and
younger will have to be signed out
by a guardian or parent at the end
of the event. The deadline for registration has been moved to March
22. Space is limited so any high
school-aged girl who would like
to participate in this event should
register soon at www.inpirationalcro
ssroads.com

Dog walking leads to
more broken bones
in older people

The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

For years, we’ve heard that dogs
can be good for human physical
and mental health in part because
the canines’ need for exercise gets
their sluggish human companions
out of the house for a walk at least a
couple of times a day.
Now some University of Pennsylvania researchers point out that
those walks sometimes end in
broken bones and trips to the emergency room for older dog walkers.
They estimate that nationally, the
number of dog-walking fractures in
people aged 65 and older more than
doubled between 2004 and 2017,
from 1,671 to 4,396. During that
period, the number of older adults
increased by 10 percent, or 4.6
million.
Seventy-nine percent of the
victims were female. That’s not
surprising, Ahn said, because older
women tend to have weaker bones
than older men. Hip fractures were
the most common, making up 17
percent of the total. That’s bad
news, because hip fractures can
lead to increased disability and even
death in the elderly.

Sun Sentinel (TNS)

Chill out Hialeah, you’re the most
stressed-out city in the U.S.
That’s according to a new study
by Babylon Health, which looked at
5 million Tweets related to stress
over a two-week period.
Researchers explored where
“people are most likely to Tweet with
words relating to stress, frustration
and anxiety” as well as negativity
and anger on a scale 1 to 5 from no
stress to extreme stress.
And a lot of that social media
chatter came from Hialeah, which
led the country with 13.03 percent of
the tensest Tweets.
Could it be from folks grinding
their teeth while trying to get on
or off the Palmetto expressway or
losing money at Hialeah Racing &
Casino?
Miami-Dade county’s second

largest city, fondly called “la ciudad
que progresa,” among locals, was
followed by San Bernardino in
California, which had 12.87 percent;
North Las Vegas, Nevada; Mesa in
Arizona; and Chula Vista, California.
Other Florida cities that ranked
were Orlando with 9.98 percent of
strained Tweets or No. 70; Tampa
at No. 73, St. Petersburg at No. 75
and Miami at No. 87.
The study also looked at the
most tense-filled states. Leading
the country was Alaska with 11.69
percent of Tweets, with Friday and
mornings representing the most
stressful day and time.
Florida came in No. 28 with 9.84
percent of high-pressure related
Tweets, which took place mostly on
Mondays and mornings.
(Chill out, Florida. Life is too short
to be so stressed out.)
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

What, one licking wasn’t
embarrassing enough?
Steven Shrout – as punishment
for finishing last in his Dallas-area
fantasy football league – had to
walk into a dog park, dressed only
in a Speedo and covered with
peanut butter, and let the canines
lick him clean for 10 minutes.
Shrout, 25, a fantasy novice in
a veteran league who blew the
draft’s No. 1 pick on seasonlong
holdout Le’Veon Bell, told WFAATV he’d like to give fantasy football
a second try.
“But probably not with the same
guys.”
Stat of the Week
The website UPsupply.co
crunched the numbers and
determined it would take a single
Zamboni 693 years to resurface all
of Lake Superior.
The puck stops ... where?
Adult movie star Mia Khalifa
underwent corrective surgery that
she said resulted from an errant
puck rupturing one of her breast

March 16; March 30
April 13; April 27
9am - 3pm

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
implants at an undisclosed Stanley
Cup playoff game last year.
Junior-high puckheads immediately declared it the No. 1 upperbody injury ever.
Jayhawk down
The Kansas Legislature is mulling a bill to make the polka the
state’s official dance.
Jayhawks fans, undeterred, are
still pushing to make it The Big
Dance.
Pass the secret recipe
Outfielder Brandon Nimmo got
sick from undercooked chicken, so
the Mets say they’ll get him some
cooking lessons.
Odd – that was never a problem
with the Terry Francona Red Sox.
Trey bon
Eat your heart out, Steph Curry!
Anthony Miracola broke a Guinness world basketball record – by
five – when he sank 31 straight
3-pointers in one minute at a gym in
Toledo, Ohio.
Err ball
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, the second-ranked Division II
men’s basketball team, had to wear

host Edinboro’s old road uniforms
because an IUP manager forgot
to bring the Crimson Hawks’ unis
along on the 100-mile trip.
Hey, it was either that or shirts
and skins.
Off Wisconsin
QB Alex Hornibrook – 26-6 as
Wisconsin’s starter the past three
seasons – shocked the Badgers
when he entered the NCAA transfer
portal and announced he will play
elsewhere this fall.
We’d suggest N.C. State, as the
player to be named later in the 2011
Russell Wilson deal.
Chip shot
A 22-year-old Manchester United
supporter who threw an empty Pringles tube at his team’s own fans in
the stands was fined but escaped a
lifetime stadium ban.
Considering it’s soccer, shouldn’t
he have kicked the can?
Looks good on paper
In trading-card news, a 1997 Precious Metal Gems Michael Jordan
Green Card sold for a whopping
$350,100 on eBay.
Or roughly $10,000 more than
four sporting icons – basketball’s
Bill Russell ($100,001), hockey’s
Gordie Howe ($100,000), baseball’s
Babe Ruth ($80,000) and football’s
Jim Brown ($60,000) – earned combined, albeit in very different dollars,
in their highest-paid seasons.
Fish & Game Dept.
A college-baseball game at
Jacksonville’s John Sessions
Stadium was delayed in the eighth
inning when an osprey passing
overhead – harassed by a bald
eagle – dropped the fish it was carrying into shallow right field.
Umpires immediately ruled that
the osprey lost it on the transfer.
Hey, bettor, bettor
Nevada rejected a request from
Major League Baseball to ban gambling on spring-training games.
Hardcore gamblers, looking ahead to 2020, are already
demanding to know: How many
days `til pitchers and bettors report?
10 RBIs, anyone?
Sophomore first baseman Danielle
Gibson made NCAA softball history
by hitting for the “home-run cycle”
– solo, two-run, three-run and
grand slam – in her first four at-bats
of Arkansas’ 15-3 win over SIUEdwardsville on Feb. 23.
You win the quadfecta if you had
her homers in 2-3-4-1 order.

ACROSS
1 Shot in the dark
5 Mild expletive
9 Contraction used with “up”
14 Confining room
15 River originating in Manchuria
16 Assails
17 Woodstock performer before
Joan
18 Sci-fi guru
19 Rodeo maker

20 Number on some beer bottles?
23 Make even the slightest comment
24 Hall of Famer Musial
25 Some suits, briefly
28 Egg foo __
30 Depot worker
32 Flight regulatory org.
35 Washateria wear?
38 “__ turca: allegretto”: Mozart
rondo

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Natural skin protection
2 __ firma
3 Way in the back, often
4 Pass easily
5 Prestigious NASCAR venue
6 Lima love
7 Many Renoirs
8 Foster __: sunglasses brand
9 Self-titled 1987 pop album
10 Diner concoction
11 Phil Mickelson’s alma mater:
Abbr.
12 Toon devil
13 “The Simpsons” disco guy
21 Subject of an evil negotiation
22 “Dumb and Dumber” actress
25 Parental control device
26 Italian soccer great Rossi
27 Dash datum
29 Tortilla chip topper, informally
31 It’s not observed in P.R.
32 Pseudo
33 “Half __ is ... “
34 On high
36 San Antonio-to-Dallas dir.
37 Small craft
39 Picasso’s here
43 Picking site
44 Giza’s river
45 Like the maximum sum
46 Multinational energy gp.
50 Less, when added?
53 To an adequate degree
54 __ diet
56 Versifier’s weather
57 Calculus pioneer
58 Origins
59 Echelon
60 Touring jobs
61 “What a darling baby!”
62 Golfer’s support
63 Cred for bringing someone home
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

MOUSE HORSE KOALA OTTER MOOSE CAMEL LLAMA SLOTH

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
40 “Is that __?”
41 Floor option
42 Musical work played where Brits
go?
47 Sci-fi craft
48 Exotic journey
49 Kennel calls
51 Terrestrial wiggler
52 Storm sound
55 Jefferson bills, slangily
59 Smokeless chimney duct?
61 Courts in some hotels
64 Bend for a swan, maybe
65 Woodworking tool
66 Contemporary of Beethoven
67 Trouser parts
68 Chatted with online
69 Quirky
70 2015 World Series-winning
manager Ned
71 Much of the MTV generation
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

peak.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Ride high
in the sky. Share something of yourself, and people will learn that you
are trustworthy. Discuss your views
and improve the quality of your life
by widening your circle of friends in
the upcoming week.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Work
better and smarter in the week
ahead. Once you get up to speed,
there won’t be time to worry about
what you don’t have and will only be
able to focus on making your plans
a reality and your dreams come
true.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Play
fair with the other players on your
playground. What appears to be an
opportunity for advancement at the
workplace could be inflated. Focus
on being kind, forgiving and tolerant
as this week unfolds.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Implement people-pleasing strategies. As this week unfolds, you
might meet a business contact who
becomes a lifelong ally, or you could
become involved with a group of
people with similar ideals and aims.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Fair weather friends may offer
assurances and promise to help
you achieve them but might offer
excuses when the going gets tough.
In the week ahead, push up your
shirtsleeves and focus on making
money.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Go from surviving to thriving.
Your passions might motivate you
to excel, and your desires can be
used for a higher purpose in the
week ahead. Put your most crucial
plans into motion and make dreams
come true.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
It is better to take the lead than to
wait for someone else to lead the
way. You may spend too much time
socializing when you should be
working. You may be prompted to
donate to charities.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Pass by the seat of your pants. Too
much self-confidence might lead to
a costly mistake in the week ahead.
You might take someone’s approval
for granted or ask for a favor from
an inappropriate person.

History of the World On This Day
MARCH 19
1628 - The Massachusetts colony
was founded by Englishmen.
1644 - 200 members of the
Peking imperial family/court committed suicide.
1687 - French explorer La Salle
was murdered by his own men while
searching for the mouth of the Mississippi River, in the Gulf of Mexico.
MARCH 20
0141 - The 6th recorded perihelion passage of Halley’s Comet took
place.
1760 - The great fire of Boston
destroyed 349 buildings.
1792 - In Paris, the Legislative
Assembly approved the use of the
guillotine.
1852 - Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
book “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” subtitled
“Life Among the Lowly,” was first
published.
MARCH 21
1349 - 3,000 Jews were killed in
Black Death riots in Efurt Germany.
1788 - Almost the entire city of

New Orleans, LA, was destroyed by
fire. 856 buildings were destroyed.
1790 - Thomas Jefferson reported
to U.S. President George Washington as the new secretary of state.
1857 - An earthquake hit Tokyo
killing about 107,000.
MARCH 22
1457 - Gutenberg Bible became
the first printed book.
1622 - Indians attacked a group
of colonist in the James River area
of Virginia. 347 residents were
killed.
1733 - Joseph Priestly invented
carbonated water (seltzer).
MARCH 23
1775 - American revolutionary
Patrick Henry declared, “give me
liberty, or give me death!”
1794 - Josiah G. Pierson patented a rivet machine.
1836 - The coin press was
invented by Franklin Beale.
1839 - The first recorded printed
use of “OK” [oll korrect] occurred in
Boston’s Morning Post.

MARCH 24
1765 - Britain passed the
Quartering Act that required the
American colonies to house 10,000
British troops in public and private
buildings.
1882 - In Berlin, German scientist
Robert Koch announced the
discovery of the tuberculosis germ
(bacillus).
1883 - The first telephone call
between New York and Chicago
took place.
MARCH 25
0421 - The city of Venice was
founded.
1669 - Mount Etna in Sicily
erupted destroying Nicolosi. 20,000
people were killed.
1776 - The Continental Congress
authorized a medal for General
George Washington.
1857 - Frederick Laggenheim
took the first photo of a solar
eclipse.
1941 - Yugoslavia joined the Axis
powers.

Jumble
Jumbles: STASH MIGHT PREFIX NOTIFY
Answer: The backup quarterback was -- PASSING TIME

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
You may realize that you need to
be more organized. A strict budget
might be the only way to keep
money in your pocket in the week
to come. Be gracious if someone
you talk to does not come across as
logical.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Spartan ideals might spar with your
love of luxury. Don’t buy something
that doesn’t make fiscal sense.
Handle your finances with efficiency
this week but manage your relationships with tender loving care.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Harness your energies and make
headway in the week ahead. If
you display your willingness to be
a team player your work will go
faster, and co-workers may become
friends. Someone may even find
you fascinating.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
A minor change can boost your
earning power. By focusing on
minor tasks, you may end up with
large achievements. Your partner’s
passion for success may inspire you
to try harder and to perform at your

MR. MORRIS
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By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

DID YOU KNOW?

• When J. R. R. Tolkien sold the movie rights for “Lord of the Rings,” he did
so forbidding Disney from ever being involved.
• To prove that fewer calories, not healthier foods, is the key to weight loss,
a nutrition professor went on a low-calorie diet consisting mostly of Twinkies,
Doritos, and Oreos. In two months, he lost 27 pounds, and dropped his bad
cholesterol by 20 percent.
• If you publish a book in Norway that passes quality control, the Arts
Council will purchase 1,000 copies and give them to libraries.
• The act of blowing out birthday candles on a cake increases bacteria by
more than 1,400 percent.
• During the 1830s, ketchup was sold as medicine.

THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers
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