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Consumer credit card debt $3B shy of all-time high
U.S. consumers racked up 

$89.2 billion in credit card debt 
during 2016, pushing outstanding 
balances to $978.9 billion, which is 
roughly $3 billion below the all-time 
record set in 2007, according to 
WalletHub’s latest Credit Card 
Debt Study, based on Federal 
Reserve data.

As a result, WalletHub projects 
that in 2017 we will surpass the 
current record by at least $100 
billion.

Given that the average indebted 
household now owes $8,377 to 
creditors, some advice clearly is in 
order. With that in mind, here are 
some tips that consumers should 
follow to reach debt freedom as 
quickly and inexpensively as pos-
sible:

Make a Budget & Stick to 
It – Rank-order your expenses 
– including debt payments, emer-
gency fund contributions and other 
savings – and trim the fat until the 

amount you earn exceeds the 
amount you spend. It doesn’t take 
long for luxuries to begin to feel like 
necessities, so cut liberally.

Build an Emergency Fund 
– Your goal should be to gradually 
save about a year’s worth of after-
tax income through monthly contri-
butions to an emergency account. 
And you should actually start the 
process before getting serious 
about paying off debt. Otherwise, 

(Continued on Page 6)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I was coming out of a conve-
nience store near Sweeny on 
Highway 35 when I saw an elderly 
woman in a truck, waving at me. 
She was determined to get my 
attention.

The driver was an elderly man, 
I would guess her husband. They 
wanted directions.

I can’t tell you the last time I 
was asked for 
directions by a 
man. Guys have 
a problem with 
doing it. Or many 
guys. O.K., most 
guys.

We prefer find-
ing our way, even 
if that means 

searching a little. We tend to act like 
we know where we are going when 
we have no clue and are hopelessly 
lost. And then we just hope to get 
lucky.

It takes a lot for a guy to ask for 
directions, which is why it’s always 
good for a woman to sit next to us. 
They like asking for directions. 

Guys think it is an admission of 
failure. We are supposed to know 
stuff like that. But when the rubber 
meets the road, it’s time to either 
ask or go around in a circle.

A guy had to invent the GPS – a 
guy who hates asking for directions. 
That’s most of us. 

And, I was right. I looked it up on 
the Internet machine.

Roger L. Easton is the principal 
inventor and designer of the Global 
Positioning System (GPS). To drive 
it home, so to speak, that he was 
the one who invented it, he and his 
team got a big award for it in 1993.

I don’t know Easton, but I can tell 
you with certainty that he hated to 

RAMBLINGS

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

Sometime or another I wandered 
into an antique store and admired a 
placard. You know the kind, with a 
brief phrase painted in bold letters 
on a faded plank and made to look 
old.

They used to be trendy. Every-
body seemed to have them, every 
room proclaiming snippets of 

comfort, advice, 
wit and wisdom.  
They got so 
popular they 
sort of lost their 
uniqueness, like 
those giant brass 
stars on houses 
and the graceful 
wire reindeer 
yard ornaments 

at Christmastime that were impres-
sive the first time you saw them but 
not so much so the thousand and 
first.

What drew me to this particular 
sign wasn’t just the fact that it was 
attractive, which it was, but the 
message itself.  It said, in fat letters, 
“Work hard and be nice.”  Simply 
that.  It reminded me of “Keep calm 
and carry on,” a British quote that 
pops up regularly on posters and 
T-shirts.

I thought to myself – and said to 
my wife – that it would be wonderful 
if more people would work hard and 
be nice.  Not wanting to forget the 
phrase, I took out my cell phone and 
snapped a picture.

I mulled over the simple little 

THE WORDSMITH

The CIA can hack your TV? So what else is new?
By Tim Johnson
McClatchy Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Users of 
everyday electronic devices may 
have been surprised at news that 
a CIA unit had developed ways 
to hack into them with ease. But 
cybersecurity experts greeted the 
news with a shrug.

“What’s surprising is that the 
general public is still shocked 
by stories like these,” said Omer 
Schneider, chief executive of 
CyberX, a Framingham, Mass., 
cybersecurity company.

The anti-secrecy group 
WikiLeaks has begun publishing 
what it says are files leaked from 
a unit of the CIA known as the 
Center for Cyber Intelligence that 
designed tools to hack into Apple 
and Android smartphones, acti-
vate microphones on Samsung 
smart TVs and implant malicious 
code in common software and 
products, including those from 
Microsoft.

The group has published 8,761 
leaked files and said in a tweet that 
the initial batch composed less than 
1 percent of the leaked files in its 
possession. WikiLeaks has dubbed 
the leak Vault7, and said the mate-
rial dates from 2013 until 2016.

The CIA issued a statement and, 
without confirming or denying the 

authenticity of the documents, said 
such disclosures could “jeopardize 
U.S. personnel and operations” 
and “equip our adversaries with 
tools and information to do us 
harm.” It added that the agency 
conducts no surveillance within the 
United States and is barred by law 

(Continued on Page 12
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

For Sale. 2002 Dodge 3/4 Ton 
Diesel Pick Up. 168,400 miles. Great 
work truck.  $3,000.00 OBO.  Call 
979-236-7106.

I THINK I WAS RIGHT ABOUT YOU: A man went on a couple 
of dates with a woman in Roseville, Mich., after meeting her on the 
Internet. While they were lying around together, he told her that he 
wasn’t ready to commit to a serious relationship; she stabbed him nine 
times. He survived. She is in jail.

HEY, I’M THE VICTIM HERE! A woman in Hamilton, New 
Zealand, gave a drug dealer who came to her home $40 for some 
marijuana. He took the money, but did not return with the weed. When 
she reported this to the police, they arrested her, because it is illegal to 
even attempt to buy drugs.

OH, THAT BREEZE IS SOOO REFRESHING! A 48-year-old 
woman was arrested for leading police on a 25-mile, high-speed chase 
through two counties in Michigan, and it appeared she forgot to dress.

DON’T INVADE MY PRIVACY, MAN! A tourist tried to take a 
selfie with an orangutan hanging from a tree in the jungles of Borneo 
near the Sekonyer River. The animal apparently didn’t like this and 
smacked him in the face.

OH SURE, WE HAVE HIM RIGHT HERE: Family members 
reported a man missing after he failed to return from a hunting trip in 
Limestone county, Ala. Police immediately located him in the county 
lockup where he was being held on a charge of public intoxication.

WE’RE A LITTLE BUSY RIGHT NOW: A nurse pulled off the 
road to help the driver whose car had gone into a ditch in White Bear 
Township, Minn. When she looked inside the vehicle, she saw a man 
and a woman engaged in intimate activities. She knocked on the 
window, but they ignored her.

WE JUST WANTED TO ASK YOU ‘WHY?’: A man tried to 
steal a three-foot-tall concrete statue of a buffalo from in front of a 
business in Lower Swatara, Pa., but couldn’t get it into his car, so he 
left. But the episode was captured on closed-circuit security cameras. 
Police should be catching up with him soon.

ONE DEAD; ONE FLED: Two armed men stormed into a gun 
store in Georgia with robbery in mine, foolishly assuming that the owner 
would not have a weapon. Wrong. One dead; one fled.

A WEDDING THEY’LL ALWAYS REMEMBER: The maid of 
honor got roaring drunk within half an hour after arriving at a Florida 
wedding reception, having swilled down almost a whole bottle of Fire-
ball whiskey. 

She grabbed the best man’s keys and tried to steal his car, but he 
grabbed onto the vehicle and was dragged across the parking lot 
until he could pull the emergency brake. After he pulled her out of his 
vehicle, she went back inside and guzzled a bottle of Captain Morgan.

 She got violent and later exposed herself to arresting officers. It was 
her ninth arrest. Brides and grooms, be careful about your choices.

         LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Restaurant 
Mixed Beverage Permit (RM), a 
Food and Beverage Permit (FB) 
and a Beverage Cartage Permit 
(PE) by DR BBQ LLC, operating as 
The Fill Station, to be located at 
127 S. Parking Place, Lake Jack-
son, Brazoria County, Texas.   

The Limited Liability Company 
will be managed by its members; 
Managing Members of the Limited 
Liability Company are Kyle Brian 
Devine, Kent Charles Devine and 
Kevin Brown Rosenbohm.

BASF partners with Brazosport College for $328K job-training grant from TWC’s Skills Development Fund
BASF Corporation has partnered 

with Brazosport College to provide 
job training using a $328,340 Skills 
Development Fund grant from 
the Texas Workforce Commission 

(TWC). The grant will benefit work-
ers in the Workforce Solutions Gulf 
Coast area.

“This partnership with BASF and 
Brazosport College will focus techni-

cal training to support an overall 
efficient operation,” said TWC Com-
missioner Representing Employers 
Ruth R. Hughs. “We are pleased to 
present this grant which will create 
new employment opportunities for 
the Lake Jackson area.”

This grant will be used to provide 
customized training to 127 new 
and incumbent workers for indus-
try-related topics with focused 

instruction on maintenance, 
instrumentation and process equip-
ment for operators. Trainees will 
include production engineers, plant 
technicians/operators and produc-
tion shift supervisors. Upon comple-
tion of training, the workers will 
receive an average wage of $36.

Since its inception in 1996, the 
Skills Development Fund grants 
have created or upgraded more 

than 342,428 jobs throughout 
Texas. The grants have assisted 
4,238 employers with their custom-
ized training needs. The Legislature 
allocated $48.5 million to the Skills 
Development Fund for the 2016-17 
biennium. Employers seeking more 
information about the Skills Devel-
opment Fund may visit the TWC 
website at www.texasworkforce.org/
skills.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Did you know?

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

CHICAGO’S ‘LIFTOFF’
Q. What was the famous “lift 

off” that transformed the face of 
Chicago? And not just its face, but 
its underbelly as well.

A. The city was founded in 1833 
on the coast of Lake Michigan 
and within the Mississippi River 
watershed, which helped spark its 
early growth, says Dan Lewis in his 
book “Now I Know.” Chicago went 
from 200 inhabitants in 1833 to 
112,000 by 1860.  But since the city 
was barely above the level of Lake 
Michigan, it flooded when it rained, 
and without a municipal sewage 
system, water just collected and 
sat and brewed diseases. “In 1854, 
a cholera outbreak killed as much 
as six percent of the city’s popula-
tion. Fixing the problem though 
presented another problem -- how 
do you build sewers where the 
buildings already exist. The solution: 
raise the buildings.

But how? The city had to elevate 
four- and five-story buildings (and 
more) a few feet so they could 
install new foundations and con-
struct a municipal sewage system. 
“In January 1858, the first building, 
a four-story brick structure weigh-
ing 750 tons, was placed on 250 
jackscrews and successfully lifted 

more than six feet above its original 
height without damaging it.”

Within 10 years, much of central 
Chicago was similarly lifted and the 
sewage system was built. Low-lying 
sidewalks and roads were also 
raised. “Most impressive, perhaps, 
was the lifting of a row of buildings 
320 feet long (nearly 100 meters) 
on Lake Street, accomplished by 
roughly 600 men over the course 
of five days.” Overall, an amazing 
undertaking, with few reports of 
damage.

IT DOESN’T SMELL LIKE A 
BED OF ROSES, BIG GUY
Q. When it comes to passing 

gas, why are bodybuilders prone to 
particularly smelly ones? And what 
foods are thought to make it smell 
better?

A. According to Chu Yao and her 
colleagues in Melbourne, Australia, 
foods that generate a lot of hydro-
gen sulphide gas (think rotten eggs) 
include meat, dairy and other types 
of protein, reports “New Scientist” 
magazine.  Thus, “bodybuilders who 
consume lots of protein powder are 
known to have smelly gas.”

But the team also discovered that 
“resistant starch, found in potatoes, 
bananas, legumes and cereals, and 
fructans, which are found in wheat, 
artichokes and asparagus, reduced 
hydrogen sulphide by about 75%.” 

Such findings call into question the 
old notion that those with stinky gas 
should eat less fiber.

NATURE’S IMPORTANT 
BRIDGES 

Q. Thinking of the world’s bridges, 
the Golden Gate and the Brooklyn 
Bridge may come to mind. But 
have you ever heard of the Thulean 
Route or the Beringia Bridge?

A. These “land bridges” are 
among “the most important bridges 
on Earth yet have nothing to do 
with engineers and masons,” says 
Gemma Tarlach in “Discover” maga-
zine.  Through the ages, they have 
made it possible for animals and 
plants to reach new territories.  

The volcanic Thulean plateau 
arose around 56 million years ago 
and made up the Thulean Route, 
or the North American Land Bridge 
(NALB), stretching from Greenland 
to the British Isles and connecting 
North America with Eurasia.  (Rem-
nants are still visible on the seafloor 
today.)  

According to a 2013 study, the 
NALB allowed hickory, native to 
northeastern North America, to 
spread to Europe and Asia. 

As for Beringia, the land bridge 
connecting Siberia and North 
America, recent genetic studies 
have confirmed the first humans 
to arrive in the Americas traveled 
via this one. It was probably “at its 
greatest size 20,000 years ago, 
when sea levels were 400 feet lower 
than they are today.  Within 9,000 
years of its peak, however, the last 
dry bits of Beringia slipped beneath 
the waves.”  

Interestingly, it has “appeared 
periodically for the past 70 million 
years during times of extensive 
glaciation.”  
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

• The phrase “By the skin of my 
teeth” comes from the Bible verse 
Job 19:20, in which Job states, “I 
am escaped with the skin of my 
teeth.”

• An estimated 1.6 million people 
don’t have indoor plumbing in the 
United States.

• One employee, Rob Johnson, 
has spent 25 years overseeing and 
maintaining the pressed penny 
machines in Disneyland.
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If you like reading The Bulletin each week, pick up an extra copy for 
a friend. Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ad.

To read us online, go to www.mybulletinonline.com

On March 14, David Vincent and son Casen accepted the Proclamation at Brazoria County Commissioners’ Court 
proclaiming March 25  as “Brazoria County Mission 22 Day” in Brazoria County. Brazoria County Mission 22 is a 
group of friends, families and veterans that have all been affected by Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) in some 
way. The organization seeks to prevent veteran suicide through community awareness, camaraderie, interaction 
and communication with veterans. On March 25, Brazoria County Mission 22 will be showing support and bringing 
awareness to veteran suicide during their event at the Lake Jackson Civic Center. Pictured left to right: Commissioner 
David Linder, Pct. 4; Commissioner Stacy Adams, Pct. 3; County Judge Matt Sebesta, David Vincent and son, Com-
missioner Dude Payne, Pct. 1; Commissioner Ryan Cade, Pct. 2

County resolution calls attention to vets suffering from PTSD
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Did you know? Lowest-highest
By Wallethub

• Los Angeles has the lowest depression rate, 9.99 percent, which is 2.5 
times lower than in Portland, Ore., the city with the highest at 24.62 percent 
each.

• Brownsville, Texas, has the lowest number of suicides per 100,000 
residents, 5.02, which is 5.3 times lower than in Anchorage, Alaska, the city 
with the highest at 26.41.

• Washington has the lowest share of adults who’ve experienced a heart 
attack, 2.07 percent, which is 3.4 times lower than in Knoxville, Tenn., the 
city with the highest at 6.94 percent.

• Madison, Wis., has the highest volunteer rate, 40.4 percent, which is 
three times higher than in Miami, the city with the lowest at 13.4 percent.

• Fremont, Calif., has the lowest separation & divorce rate, 17.72 percent, 
which is 2.7 times lower than in Detroit, the city with the highest at 47.31 
percent.

The Brazoria Heritage Foundation will host the 3rd Annual Bluegrass Fes-
tival on April 1 from 12 noon to 8 p.m. at the Brazoria Civic Center Theater, 
202 W. Smith St.

Thanks to the sponsorships from Freeport LNG, Southeast Roofing and 
the Brazosport Facts we will have four bands performing. They are: Lone 
Star Bluegrass Band; Sabine River Bend Bluegrass Band; Bluegrass  Solu-
tion; and  Austin Colony.

Tickets are $15/adults and $5/children (6-12) and are available by calling 
979-236-0241 or at the Brazoria Chamber of Commerce. Also tickets will be 
sold at the door.

Trade Days will be on the grounds from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Chicken/sausage 
Gumbo; Rice & Beans will be available in the Bobcat Café for $5 from 12 
noon to 5 p.m. See ad on Page 10.

Bluegrass Festival set in Brazoria April 1
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Instead of fearing the future, trust in Christ
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: How will the world come to an end, according to the Bible? 
I worry about things like nuclear war, asteroids crashing into the 
earth, and things like that. Is this the way the world will end? - Mrs. 
L.T.

A: The Bible doesn’t say exactly how the world will come to an end, 
but it does stress that someday this will happen, and when it does, the 
destruction will be total and absolute. The Bible says, “That day will bring 
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in 
the heat” (2 Peter 3:12).

But the Bible says two other things that are equally important. First, it 
tells us that this will happen only at God’s command, and in God’s time. 
Wars may rage; power-hungry despots may terrorize; accidents and natu-
ral disasters may destroy, but the future is in God’s hands, and He alone 
will bring an end to the world.

Second, the Bible tells us that the end of the world - will not be the end! 
God will create a new world, one that’s perfect and free from sin, sick-
ness, death and fear. “In keeping with his promise, we are looking forward 
to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 
3:13). All this is possible because of Christ’s victory over death and hell.

Don’t live in constant fear of the future. Instead, by faith put your life 
and your future into Christ’s hands. He alone is our hope, and He alone is 
our security. The Bible says, “Neither the present nor the future... will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:38-39).

you’d simply be too vulnerable.
Improve Your Credit & Do 

a Balance Transfer – A higher 
credit score will help you save on 
everything from loans and lines of 
credit to insurance policies. You 
also need at least good credit to 
score a decent 0% balance transfer 
credit card. You can check your 
latest credit score for free on Wal-
letHub.

Try the Island Approach 
for Better Card Terms – Using 
the same card to make everyday 
purchases and carry a balance 
from month to month is a mistake. It 
increases the amount that accrues 
interest and forces you to settle in 
terms of either rewards or low rates. 
The Island Approach – designating 
multiple cards for specific types of 
transactions – solves both prob-
lems.

Pay Off Debt with the 
Snowball Method – Devote 
the majority of your monthly debt 
payment to the balance with the 
highest interest rate, while making 
minimum payments on any other 
balances you may owe. Then 
repeat the process when your most 
expensive debt is gone.

(Continued from Page 1)

Consumer credit 
card debt $3B shy 

of all-time high

Angleton Lions plan washer pitching tournament fundraiser
The Angleton Evening Lions 

Club is sponsoring their first annual 
“Spring Washer Pitching Tourna-
ment” on Saturday, March 25, at 
the American Legion Hall at 1021 
S. Highway 288B in Angleton.  

Registration begins at 9 a.m., 
tournament starts at 10 a.m.  Entry 
fee is $30 per team with cash  
prizes for the top three teams. 

Goe Kawaski and the Brazosport 
Harley owners group will be on 

hand to exhibit their cycles.
Kids activities will include 

moonwalk, snow cones, fishing, 
ring toss and other fun. Barbecue 
sandwiches, chips and a drink will 
be available for $7 as well as hot 
dogs for $1.  

A Leo bake sale and silent 
auction will complement the day’s 
activities, which will conclude at 
2 p.m. Come out and support the 
Angleton Lions  and Leos as we 

continue to serve for another 100 
years.

The oldest service club in 
Angleton has continued to serve 
the community by providing eye 
glasses to adults as well as chil-
dren, provided park improvements, 
established youth awards for their 
community service, selected schol-
arship recipients, screened children 
for sight problems, sponsored a 
Leo club, sponsored youth baseball 
teams, planted trees in Freedom 
park, provided the original city 
swimming pool, sponsored youth 
to the Texas Lions Camp, donated 
to BACH and Christmas Partners 
Blessing Children, as well as “any-
where there is a need, Lions are 
there.” To support these activities, 
the Angleton Evening Lions Club’s 
major fundraiser is the placement 
of flags in the community on six 
national holidays.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

mantra during the next few days.  
Then I decided to do something I do 
very rarely. So rarely, in fact, that I 
told myself not to do it at all because 
I would probably screw it up.

I should have listened.
I posted the photo on Facebook.  

Now you’re thinking I violated some 
sort of copyright or privacy rule and 
am even now involved in a lawsuit 
or maybe even twiddling my thumbs 
down at the jailhouse. Neither is the 
case, and I hope you’re not disap-
pointed.  I did have enough sense to 
ask the owner for permission.

Where I made my mistake was 
in not facing the fact that I am 
somewhat inept at doing anything 
involving Facebook.  I’m a very, very 
bad friend of a good many people, 
many of whom I don’t even know 
(when I took my first plunge into 
social media I befriended everybody 
who asked me). And I don’t check 
my page as often as I should, so 
some people who expect me to 
complement their grandchildren or 
their casserole recipe probably feel 
snubbed.

But I liked the little message on 
that sign so much that I wanted 
to share it, believing that if more 
people would just work harder and 
be nicer the world would be a better 
place, and believing that even I 
could attach a photograph to a com-
ment box.

I still believe the first part.
The problem was that not all of 

the picture made the transition.  
Probably there are some options 
that I overlooked having to do with 
size, or borders, or maybe pixels 
(I have no idea what pixels are).   
Anyway, the first four words showed 
up nicely, but the last one, all by 
itself at the bottom, got snipped off. 
So what all my friends, whoever 
they are, actually saw on my posting 
was “Work hard and be.”

Still, I received an abundance of 
little thumbs-up, indicating that lots 
of people liked it. So either those 
people were just being polite or they 
bought into a philosophy I hadn’t 
intended to espouse.

I considered posting a correc-
tion explaining what happened, but 
figured I’d best leave well enough 

alone. Mark Twain’s advice came 
quickly to mind:  “It is better to 
remain silent and be thought a 
fool than to open one’s mouth and 
remove all doubt.”

In retrospect, the abbreviated 
wording makes a good point in 
its own right, sort like Descartes’ 
“I think, therefore I am,” and the 
Army’s “Be all you can be.”  And that 
wording that I fouled up might have 
been just what some folks needed 
to hear. Who knows?

Phrases and quotes, even when 
translated correctly, sometimes 
have different effects on different 
people, oftentimes not convey-
ing what the author or speaker 
intended.  Here’s an example.

Edward R. Murrow, the legendary 
CBS reporter, told the story of walk-
ing through the ruins of a section of 
London with his wife the morning 
after a particularly bad barrage of 
German bombs during WWII.  Mrs. 
Morrow looked at a single word 
painted over the doorway of a pub 
and was so moved by its message 
for people who had lost their homes 
and perhaps members of their 

families that she started crying.  The 
sign said “Courage.”

Murrow couldn’t bring himself to 
tell her that “Courage” was a brand 
of beer.

Anyway, work hard, and be nice.  
Or work hard, and be.  Take your 
pick.

Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

Inadvertantly saying something incomplete sometimes turns out better than what  you wanted to say
(Continued from Page 1)
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ask for directions. And all the people 
who helped him were guys – who, 
much like me, hate asking also.

The GPS is almost magical. A 
voice very politely tells us where to 
go and turn, and the screen lets you 
see a live-action map. A bunch of 
satellites communicate with this little 
device, and all together, they make 
sure that we don’t take too many 
wrong turns.

Garbage in, garbage out, though. 
The other day I must have punched 
in an address wrong because my 
GPS politely said “you have arrived 
at your destination” in the middle 
of a bridge. Hey, there is no credit 
union here, just water. But at least 
the voice didn’t tell me to turn right.

“You look like a man who knows 
his way around,” the guy behind 
the wheel said after I approached 
the couple’s truck. Then the woman 
took over. “How do we get to 
Galveston from here?”

That was an easy question. 
“You’re a long way from Galveston, 
but on the right road,” I said as I 
looked around the cab of the pickup 
truck. I wasn’t worried about my 
safety. I was looking for their GPS.

The woman held a map in her 
hands. Yes, a map. Some people 
still use it, although I don’t know 
why. It takes too long to look at it, 
and the wiggly little lines and print 
are too small.

I was their hero. I gave them 
simple directions. I have been to 
Galveston a few times. The woman 

diligently wrote it all down on the 
map. Well, it was good for some-
thing, anyway.

The man kept talking about stuff, 
and was hushed by the woman, 
who had trouble hearing what I 
was saying. Hey, buddy, I am more 
important right now. If you want to 
get to the island, you better hush. I 
didn’t say that, of course, but it was 
true.

“It will take you about an hour and 
a half to get there from here,” I said.

“We have plenty of time,” the guy 
said. “I just want some of that Gulf 
shrimp.”

Then I had to give them several 
places where I knew they would not 
be disappointed. That took a while. 
I was dealing only with the woman 
now, as I gave her a list of restau-
rants.

Guys don’t write down anything. 
We think we can just remember it, 
even though directions by their very 
nature go in one of our ears and out 
the other.

I hope they found their way and 
had a good time. They looked like 
they were geared up just for that.

“Make a right, and you have 
arrived at your destination,” I said 
in a tone of voice similar to GPS 
voices. They didn’t get the joke.

My last bit of advice: “You guys 
need a GPS.”

“Nah, then we would not meet 
nice people like you,” the man said, 
and they drove away.

But they really need a GPS. Mr. 
Easton would agree with me.

(Continued from Page 1)

Driving without a GPS has its benefits

Credit rate increase pushing outstanding balances to record highs
The Federal Reserve has 

announced a 25 basis-point 
increase in its target interest rate, 
which is the third such rate hike in 
the last 15 months.

And with credit card debt steadily 
worsening, this latest increase will 
cost U.S. consumers roughly $1.6 
billion in extra credit card finance 
charges during 2017, according to 
WalletHub analysis. 

This complicates an already 
bad situation for credit card users, 
considering that WalletHub expects 
outstanding balances to break the 
all-time record in 2017.

Mortgage and auto loan rates 
are more difficult to predict because 
they are longer-term borrowing 
vehicles with fixed rates. But if 
markets react to today’s expected 
rate hike like they did to the Fed’s 

December 2016 move, the following 
data points may give us a sense of 
what’s coming:

The APR on the average 30-year 
fixed rate mortgage rose from 
3.48% in late June 2016 to 4.32% at 
the end of the year.

The average APR on a 48-month 
new car loan rose from 4.25% in 
August 2016 to 4.45% in November 
(the most recent data available).
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Please let Bulletin advertisers know that you saw 
their ads in the paper, and always shop locally 

when possible.

Brazosport College Gator Gallop scheduled for April 8
One of the Brazosport area’s 

longest-running fun runs is back 
for its 37th year.

The Brazosport College Gator 
Gallop is slated for Saturday, April 
8, on the campus of Brazosport 
College. 

The event will consist of a 5K 
run (3.1 miles), a BASF Kid’s Run 
and a one-mile walk/run.

The entry fee for either the 5K 
or one-mile run is $20, or $25 for 
participation in both races. 

For BC students, entry fee is 
$15 for the 5K and $20 for both the 
5K and one-mile run. The BASF 
Kids Run is free.

The one-mile race/walk begins 

at 7:30 a.m., followed by the BASF 
Kids Run at 7:45 a.m. and the 5K 
Gallop at 8 a.m.

Participants can register online at 

https://register.chronotrack.com/
r/23791. Check in tables will be 
located in front of the Brazosport 
College Gym.

The Clarion at Brazosport College’s 2016-17 Performance Season 
closes on March 31 with an incredible performance from the internationally 
acclaimed a cappella group, VoicePlay.

Taking the Clarion stage at 7:30 p.m., VoicePlay is unlike any theatrical 
experience available today. The talented ensemble recreates the orches-
trated sound of an entire musical production with nothing but the human 
voice.

The cast of VoicePlay has taken the timeless sound of vocal music and 
turned it completely on its head. Re-imagined as a full stage show, amaz-
ing, humorous and vertigo-inducing harmonies pepper VoicePlay’s music-
without-music sound as it ping-pongs between eras and styles, channeling 
the breadth of the musical landscape and lacing it with inventive and often 
hilarious on-stage theatrics.

Fit for all ages, VoicePlay’s recordings and concerts are an impossible to 
miss and have to be heard to be believed. VoicePlay appeared on Season 
four of NBC’s “The Sing Off.”

The March 31 show is sponsored by Gordon & Nancy Wollam and Robyn 
& Danny Cochran. While in the Brazosport area, VoicePlay will be providing 
special educational outreach programs for selected local schools.

Tickets for the show are $35 for adults, $30 for seniors and Brazosport 
College employees, and $10 for students and children.

For more information or to purchase tickets, contact the Clarion Box Office 
at (979) 230-3156 or online at www.brazosport.edu/clarion.

Talented a cappella ensemble 
VoicePlay to close Clarion season
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DAR supports veterans’ groups Each year the Asa Underwood 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution collects and 
saves money to present to local groups providing services to our 
veterans and military. Four groups recently received funds totaling 
over $1,000; Fisher House, Houston VA Hospital, the Brazoria County 
Cavalry and the Brazoria County Veterans Office. Pictured making a 
presentation are Dorothy Kasper, Ann Phillips and Bartlett Ramsey 
with Frank Kelley, manager of both Houston Fisher Houses. 

DAR chapter donates to veterans’ causes DAR’s George Washington Tea event honors ‘Good Citizens’

Each year at their George Wash-
ington Tea, the Asa Underwood 
Chapter of Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution, Good Citizens 
from the 11 Brazoria County High 
Schools are recognized.  

Students are nominated by 
school faculties and counselors 
and elected by the Senior Classes.

2017 Good Citizens are: Signe 
Goatomski, Alvin; Alaura Faith 

Black, Angleton; Emmie Jenkins,  
Brazosport; Audrey Colegrove, 
Brazoswood; Malia McCann, 
Columbia; Amy Stahl, Danbury; 
Elizabeth Tomlinson, Dawson; 
Logan Tonini, Manvel; Molly McNa-
mara, Pearland; Caithryn Grace, 
Robert Turner; Everett Alford, 
Sweeny.

The Tea was held at Bethel 
Presbyterian Church in East 

Columbia. The speaker for the 
occasion was Alan Kolodny, 
Rosharon/Houston attorney. Also 
honored was scholarship recipient, 
Tara Nicole Otto from Manvel High 
School.

Pictured below are: Gostomski, 
Black, Jenkins, McCann, Stahl, 
Tonini, Alford, Otto, Kolodny with 
DAR Good Citizen co-chairmen, 
Tissie Schwebel and Laura Otto.

What is the Brazoria 
Heritage Foundation?
The Brazoria Heritage Founda-

tion was established in order to 
preserve the rich history of our city 
and county.

In the beginning of this organiza-
tion, the 1933 Brazoria Elementary 
School building was saved and 
converted into a Civic Center and 
Museum to bring the citizens of our 
community together and honor our 
great history.

Since our beginnings, we have 
hosted numerous cultural events 
and productions. The Civic Center 
and Museum is being improved 
upon frequently, offering a place for 
Brazoria to unite in entertainment, 
commerce, gatherings, charities, 
and festivities.

We exist to preserve monuments 
and buildings of historical signifi-
gance so that the memories of our 
great past will not quickly fade from 
our minds.

We have the long-range goal of 
rebuilding and reviving Old Town 
Brazoria to provide tourist attrac-
tions for our city and county.

Please join us in our mission. 
Become a member today. Visit us at 
http://brazoriahf.org.



ACC Partners with Alvin museum for QR code exhibit
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   March 21, 2017    THE BULLETIN  Page 11

April 1, 22
May 6, 20
9am - 3pm

The Alvin Museum Society 
teamed up with Alvin Community 
College to help history enthusiasts 
use their smart phones to learn 
more about the region.

In conjunction with the Lake 
Jackson Museum, an app was 
created that utilizes QR codes 
with OneCell technology that will 
bring up written text and audio 
about a particular location or 
exhibit at the Alvin and Lake Jack-
son Museums.

“Museum visitors can use their 
smart phones to get a tour of the 
whole museum or just for the 
exhibits they are interested in,” 
said Tom Stansel, Alvin Museum 
Society curator. “We have QR 
Codes at the entry as well as for 
the individual exhibits that the visi-
tor can scan to bring up a picture 
of the exhibit as both written text 

and the audio.”
ACC Communications Chair Bill 

Lewis lent his voice for the audio 
recordings that bring the exhibits 
to life.

“He is the go-to guy for anything 
of this nature the Alvin Museum 
Society needs,” Stansel said. “ACC 
has always supported the society in 
anything we have requested.”

Lewis said he was glad to have 
the opportunity to help add to the 
experience for Museum visitors.

“They have worked hard through 
the years to acquire some very 
interesting historical pieces that help 
tell the story of the people and the 
town. ”

The audio describes 26 separate 
exhibits with the Alvin Museum.

“In the future we plan to expand 
the use to include our Rogers 
House Museum as well as for driv-

ing tours around town and walking 
tours in the downtown section of 
town explaining the history of the 
various buildings/sites,” Stansel 
said.

The Musuem Society pursued 
the OneCell project because it 
gives visitors more information 
about the exhibits while also free-
ing up the volunteers who operate 
the facility.

“We only have a few people who 
have the knowledge to conduct 
a docent tour of the museum or 
expand on the information in the 
exhibit,” Stansel said. “We still 
do tours for groups and answer 
questions if they don’t have smart 
phones or have additional ques-
tions.”

For more information , visit 
brazoriacountyhistory.toursphere
.com.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

from doing so.
TV newscasts and newspapers 

featured reports of the leak promi-
nently, but the news seemed less 
significant to cybersecurity experts 
immersed in a near-daily battle 
against hackers.

“It’s kind of a yawner,” said 
Michael Hamilton, chief executive of 
Critical Informatics, a cybersecurity 
company in Bremerton, Wash. “This 
is a whack-a-mole game.”

Major high-tech firms did not 
voice any particular alarm at the 
WikiLeaks disclosures.

“We’re aware of the report and 
are looking into it,” said Ross 
Richendrfer, a spokesman for Micro-
soft, the Redmond, Wash., software 

and consumer electronics giant.
Fred Sainz, a spokesman for 

Apple, of Cupertino, Calif., said 
in an email that the company had 
already patched some of the vulner-
abilities disclosed in the WikiLeaks 
CIA files, and “we will continue work 
to rapidly address any identified 
vulnerabilities.”

The CIA and other U.S. intel-
ligence agencies are far from alone 
in developing means to hack into 
everyday devices or engineer ways 
to penetrate networks. It may not 
even be surprising that they main-
tain stashes of particular software 
vulnerabilities, known in the field as 
“zero days,” that allow intruders to 
slip in undetected.

“The main issue here is not that 

the CIA has its own hacking tools 
or has a cache of zero-day exploits. 
Most nation-states have similar 
hacking tools, and they’re being 
used all the time,” Schneider said.

Just last month, he said, CyberX 
published a report on a “massive 
cyber-reconnaissance operation 
in Ukraine we named Operation 
BugDrop that used similar tactics to 
those detailed in the CIA emails.”

A scramble followed the WikiLe-
aks disclosures, experts said, as 
hackers and cybercrime groups 
perused the document dump to see 
whether they could glean new ways 
to build malware to extort victims, 
although WikiLeaks said it had 
withheld source code for the CIA 
hacking tools.

Major U.S. firms also hustled 
to see whether vulnerabilities 
disclosed in the purported CIA docu-

ments were fresh and still active, 
although some hacking tools date 
back several years, an eon in tech 
time, and were probably already 
known and patched up.

“As more time goes by, vulner-
abilities may get resolved because 
vendors update their code,” said 
John Bambenek, threat systems 
manager of Fidelis Cybersecurity, a 
Bethesda, Md., firm.

But Bambenek said the disclosure 
about “Weeping Angel,” the program 
that allows the CIA to activate the 
microphones on Samsung smart 
television sets, was not particularly 
new. He said he’d seen a similar 
exploit at a trade show in Vancouver 
in 2013.

“OK, so the CIA has a tool that 
can help them listen through a TV. 
What did you think the CIA does?” 
Bambenek asked.

The CIA can hack your TV? Cyberspace yawns and calls it old technology
(Continued from Page 1)

Test? Deion Sanders don’t 
need no stinking test.

The New York Giants got an 
early introduction to Neon Deion’s 
bravado at the 1989 NFL combine.

“They sat me down and gave 
me a thick book ... thicker than a 
phone book,” Sanders told The 
Dallas Morning News. “I said, 
‘What’s this?’

“They said, ‘This is our test that 
we give all the players.’

“I said, ‘Excuse me, what pick 
do you have in the draft?’

“They said, ‘Tenth.’
“I said, ‘I’ll be gone before then. 

I’ll see y’all later.’ “
Sanders was selected fifth – by 

the Atlanta Falcons.
Quick Whistle Dept.

Talk about getting an early T 
time: DeMarcus Cousins’ 101st 
career technical foul was also his 
quickest – coming just 32 seconds 
into the Pelicans-Thunder game 
on Feb. 26.

Broom service
Catlin Schneider, a member of 

Saskatchewan’s provincial curling 
champs, doubles as a receiver for 
the University of Regina football 
team.

Something tells us he ran a lot 
of curl patterns.

Talking the talk
• IMG (Fla.) Academy football 

coach Kevin Wright, to Sports 
Illustrated, on trying to accommo-
date 6-foot-9, 396-pound neophyte 
Daniel Faalele of Australia: “We 
just had a kid from India who 
was 7-2. I know that bed is here 
someplace.”

• NBA Hall of Famer Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar, as quoted by the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, on 
getting bullied as a kid in Harlem: 
“I got beat up quite a bit. But once 
I got the jab down, they didn’t 
bother me anymore.”

• Kneecapped figure skater 
Nancy Kerrigan, to the New York 
Post, on why she has no interest 
in seeing “I, Tonya,” the upcoming 
Tonya Harding biopic: “I already 
lived it.”

• TBS’s Conan O’Brien, after 
research claiming that Americans 
are getting fatter and giving up on 
their diets: “The study was con-
ducted by going to a water park for 
five minutes.”
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Your social instincts 
and intuitions might be at a low point in the first part of 
the week. Avoid making major purchases that require 
good taste. Put romantic notions on hold for a few 
days and focus on moneymaking activities.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Make the most 
of your business acumen by working toward the 
achievement of long term goals in the upcoming 
week. Don’t pursue an impossible dream or a fantasy 
when a sure thing is sitting right under your nose.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Live up to the chal-
lenge. Responsibilities at work or in the family can put 
you through your paces in the week ahead, but the 
rewards will be well worth it. Don’t let minor criticisms 
undermine your confidence.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You may be inspired 
to expand creative efforts or make more peaceful 
choices in the week ahead. Your friends may influ-
ence your ideas and persuade you to choose lasting 
values over immediate gratification.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You have a flair for friendli-
ness. Express brotherly love in all the right places to 
successfully blend business with pleasure in the week 
to come. Avoid impulsive buying sprees, and you can 
turn talents and skills into cash.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): There is a Full Moon 
in the skies in your sign that can trigger self-examina-
tion in the week ahead. Avoid making purchases of 
personal items in the first half of the week when you 
are somewhat susceptible to flattery.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Get ready to wear your 
lucky shamrock. Some friendships must shift so that you 
can regroup within a more comfortable structure. Forming 
a new friendship may be more practicable than pursuing a 
romantic hookup this week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Decoding the wants and 
needs of a significant other might seem difficult in the 
early part of the week to come. You might read too much 
meaning into something that would seem commonplace 
in other circumstances.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): In the week 
ahead, you could brim with creative ideas to improve your 
surroundings. If you focus fully on your tasks, you will find 
ample opportunities to use ingenuity on the job. Avoid a 
passing temptation.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You may be so busy 
looking for a four-leafed clover that you ignore something 
important going on in the home. You may realize that 
you have only seen what you wanted to see as this week 
unfolds.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Today’s Full Moon 
might rivet your attention on financial matters. In the week 
ahead, you might benefit from meditation or time spent on 
your own. You might not be aware that someone is being 
supportive.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Negative thinking can 
lead to negative results. Today’s Full Moon is in your 
opposite sign so you may become more aware of the 
flaws in a relationship or a partner. Focus on being a 
friend in the week ahead.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

 March 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1899, Martha M. Place of Brook-
lyn became the first woman to be 
executed in the electric chair. She 
was put to death at Sing Sing prison 
in New York for the murder of her 
stepdaughter. In 1969, Beatle John 
Lennon married Japanese artist 
Yoko Ono in Gibraltar.

March 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1963, the Alcatraz federal prison 
island in San Francisco Bay was 
vacated of its last inmates. In 1965, 
more than 3,000 civil-rights demon-
strators led by the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. began their march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Ala. It was 
violently opposed by police using 
attack dogs and fire hoses.

March 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1765, Britain enacted the Stamp Act 
to raise money from the American 
colonies. The measure was repealed 
the following year in the wake of 
intense colonial opposition. In 1933, 
as Prohibition neared its end, Presi-

dent Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
a bill to legalize wine and beer con-
taining up to 3.2 percent alcohol.

March 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1806, explorers Lewis and Clark 
reached the Pacific coast during 
their landmark journey across the 
American West to help map the 
Louisiana Purchase and adjacent 
territories. In 1903, the Wright 
brothers obtained a patent for their 
airplane; it would first fly on a North 
Carolina beach nine months later. In 
1912, the Dixie Cup was invented.

March 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1898, the first sale of an automobile 
in the United States was recorded. 
In 1958, popular singer Elvis Presley 
was inducted into the Army. He had 
been allowed to finish making a 
movie before responding to his draft 
notice.

March 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1634, Lord Baltimore founded the 
Catholic colony of Maryland. In 
1954, RCA manufactured the first 

color television set. With only a 12.5-
inch screen, it cost $1,000. Color TV 
would not be broadcast widely by 
the major networks until about 1965; 
by that time, prices for such sets had 
fallen dramatically.

March 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1913, Dayton, Ohio, was almost 
destroyed when the Scioto, Miami 
and Muskingum rivers reached 
flood stage simultaneously. In 1979, 
the Camp David peace treaty was 
signed by Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin and Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat at the White 
House.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1906, a 
British imperial census showed that 
Great Britain ruled one-fifth of the 
world.

This week’s question: This 
week in 1959, the Dalai Lama fled 
Tibet to what nation seeking refuge 
from communist China’s repressive 
regime?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

BOLTS & NUTS                                                                      By Sean Galvin

Send your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you 
spread the word on the many things going on in your community.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• In 2001, a lion, tiger and bear cub were found in a drug dealer’s base-
ment. they were moved to Noah’s Ark sanctuary and had been best friends 
ever since. Unfortunately, Leo the lion died in August 2016 due to severe 
liver problems. His bear and tiger friends still spend most of their time 
together.

• The phrase “A drop in the bucket” comes from the Bible verse Isaiah 40:
15, which states, “Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket...”

• The jaws of ancient humans shrank when cooking food made it easy to 
chew, but the number of teeth stayed the same—which is why braces exist.

• The crew of “The Seven Year Itch” fought over who was going to turn on 
the ventilator beneath Marilyn Monroe to blow her dress up.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Did a gondolier’s job
6 Wedding planner’s contact
13 Like antique watches
15 Freshwater flatworms
16 Hiker’s challenge
17 Caboose
18 Knockoff cereal?
20 Swift’s medium
21 Runner in the Alps
22 Expire

26 “And if __, no soul shall pity me”: 
King Richard III
28 Cold cereal?
32 Charged wheels
35 With 24-Down, course for future 
pundits
36 HŠgar creator Browne
37 Recalled cereal?
40 “Get off the stage!”
43 Corrida figure
44 Philosophers’ subject

48 Prohibited cereal?
51 “Ex’s & Oh’s” singer King
52 MetLife competitor
53 Span of note
56 Court mulligan
57 Mystery cereal?
62 Disorganized
65 Emmy-winning role for Julia
66 Mooring hitch, for one
67 More thoughtful
68 Deal on a lot
69 Round components, maybe

DOWN
1 Baskin-Robbins offering
2 Enjoying the amusement park
3 Brand that’s swirled, not swal-
lowed
4 Eero Saarinen and others
5 They’re forbidden
6 Little nipper
7 Frolic
8 How some deliveries are paid
9 Brought up
10 Choler
11 Mr. Bumble, to Oliver Twist
12 __ Bo
14 “The Big Bang Theory” figure
15 Freebie from Adobe
19 Go down
23 Prop up
24 See 35-Across
25 “That’s scary!”
27 Middle-earth figure
29 __ point: with limitations
30 Rock’s __ Fighters
31 Penguin’s perch
33 Edible thistle
34 “Just another minute”
38 Spheroid
39 Ewe or sow
40 It may be wired
41 Boor
42 Peanut product
45 Offer to a potential seeker
46 Dry __
47 English and Irish
49 Like some beauty contest win-
ners
50 Neighbor of Homer
54 Be offensive, in a way
55 Response to a heckler
58 Indian royal
59 “The most private of private 
schools,” to Hugh Laurie
60 Rizzoli of “Rizzoli & Isles”: Abbr.
61 Decrease
62 NYC subway
63 “__ will I”
64 IRS employee
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
CUBA  CHINA  HAITI  PERU  CHILE  ICELAND  FINLAND
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