
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

There are all kinds of blood tests 
that you can do nowadays, and you 
can find out the gender of your baby 

as early as eight weeks. Insurance 
doesn’t cover that test, though, and 
it costs around $1,000. 

We decided that patience was 
less expensive and waited until the 
20-week anatomy scan. 

By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

I turn the “big 5-0” this year, which 
means I’m at imminent risk of slip-
ping into a midlife crisis.

Some of my friends and fellow 
AARP invitees are already deep in 
the throes of “manopause” and have 
become objects of pity and ridicule - 
and not just from their wives. I plan 
to avoid that sad fate, which all too 
often goes viral on social media, and 
be prepared when my crisis hits - or 

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Have I mentioned lately that I 
LOVE living in Brazoria County? 
Every time I think I have located 
all the rabbit trails of history that 

I want to investigate and travel 
down, something points to an 
unexpected place. The place I 
found this time is hiding from us 
all – in plain sight!

Roy and I and Darrell and 
Gloria Powell were at the Brazoria 
County Shoreline Restoration 
Task Force meeting a few years 
ago when I overheard part of a 
conversation about little-known 
historical places in the county, 
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And, an alternate 
choice to toilet paper

Memories are made of this
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Future mommie diaries

By John Toth
The Bulletin

Amidst the news fog of the 
coronavirus, I ventured out to the 
supermarket to get a few things. 

I walked into the first supermarket 
and found rows of empty shelves. 
There was no fresh produce or 
frozen products, but plenty of 
canned stuff.

That’s funny. I’d be going for the 
canned products if I were to hoard 
food supplies, along with my other 
panicked minions.

“We had a power failure,” said the 
clerk at the checkout counter. “We 
had to remove all that stuff from the 
shelves.”

What timing. On to the next store, 
which looked normal like always, not 
even that many shoppers. 

Kids were tagging along with their 
parents, most of whom searched for 
toilet paper, water and paper towels.

But there weren’t any.
I went to another store - no toilet 

paper, no paper towels. The virus 

Ramblings

Austin’s original gravesite worth detour off Hwy. 36

and it led to the cemetery in Jones 
Creek, where Stephen F. Austin was 
first interred – Gulf Prairie Cemetery. 
Since we had to pass that way on 

Hwy. 36 going home, we made 
a detour – not expecting to find 
much. None of us had ever heard 

The plaque marking Stephen F. Austin’s grave in Jones Creek.

Self-isolation isn’t
as easy as it seems
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Greetings from self-isolation.
Please relax. I don’t have 

COVID-19 and have not, as far as I 
know, been exposed to a carrier.

Reading this newspaper is still 
safe. We are, after all, socially 
distant.

I have put myself in self-isolation 
because I am among those most at 
risk from COVID-19, the corona-
virus. I am elderly and I have an 
underlying health issue. 

In the parlance of our day, I’m 
staying home out of an “abundance 
of caution.”

In truth, self-isolation is not new 
to me. I have been in an involuntary 
partial isolation for eight years, ever 
since coming down with transverse 
myelitis, a rare neurological disor-
der that has left me a paraplegic in 
a wheelchair. 

Baby gender reveal events can be tricky 
We were going back and forth 

about a gender reveal. Our 20-week 
scan was right in-between the 
Christmas/New Year time when no 
one is in town, and everyone loses 
track of the days. Due to timing, it 
was already a good idea to not have 
one. 

There were some other factors. 
Some of these gender reveal meth-
ods tend to backfire.

• A couple used fireworks for their 
gender reveal party and accidentally 

I’m planing to avoid the middle-age crisis
bursts from my chest cavity, grows 
into a hideous alien creature with 
hair implants, and tries to destroy 
my dignity and bank account.

My main strategy for defending 
myself against doing anything that I 
can’t afford, or for which there is no 
effective ointment, is to recognize 
and reject the traps that ensnare 
many men approaching their “best-
if-used-by” date.

First, I am resolved to avoid pur-

The View from My Seat
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Let us email you the 
Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With your favorite restaurant’s 
dining room being inaccessible, this 
is a convenient way to make sure 
that you don’t miss a single issue of 
the Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.



portraiture subjects,” when it was 
hard to hold a smile for very long.  
Saying “prune,” then, was a cue for 
those being photographed to keep 
their mouths prim, and this trend 
lasted more than a century, Lewis 
says.  “But ultimately, cheese — and 
smiles — won out.”

Old trees may help solve
new problem

Q. What does an ancient fossil-
ized forest have to tell us humans 
in 2020?

A. The remnants of the oldest 
known forest, recently discovered 
in a New York quarry, date back 
about 386 million years and “could 
teach us more about how Earth’s 
climate has changed,” says Jason 
Arunn Mugugesu in “New Scientist” 
magazine.  Of the three types of 
trees found there, one is similar to 
modern coniferous trees and was 
the first to have evolved flat green 
leaves. It had roots up to 11 meters 
(36 feet) long.

The plants played a role in 
the development of life on Earth, 
helping to cool the planet as they 
removed carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere. Says Christopher 
Berry of U.K.’s Cardiff University, 
“By the end of the Devonian period 
[360 million years ago], the amount 
of carbon dioxide was coming down 
to what we know it is today.”

And, adds Oxford’s Sandy 
Hetherington, understanding how 
climate change happened in the 
past “is crucial for predicting what 
will happen in the future in light of 
climate change and deforestation.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

The doors
Q. Consider the door — a rather 

mundane architectural feature that 
may date back more than 5000 
years.  Yet the door has some inter-
esting spinoffs: Do you know about 
trapdoor spiders, Death’s Door and 
Door to Hell?

A. Trapdoor spiders make doors 
for their burrows out of dirt and silk, 
camouflaged with leaves and other 
materials and even complete with 
hinges, says Gemma Tarlach in 
“Discover” magazine.  The doors 
can be used offensively, cracked 
open for the spider to strike at 
nearby prey; or defensively, “locked” 
in place as the spider grips the door 
from inside with its front legs and 
mouth appendages.

As for “Death’s Door,” a narrow 
passage connecting Lake Michi-
gan to Green Bay along Wiscon-
sin’s coast, it was one of the most 
treacherous Great Lakes waterways 
during the 19th century, with its 
strong winds, swift currents and 
rocky hazards.  “Between 1872 and 
1889, according to a local light-
house keeper’s journal, the strait 
claimed an average of two vessels 
per week.”

Finally, Turkmenistan’s “Door to 
Hell,” a natural gas field in a col-

lapsed cavern, has been ablaze for 
decades, perhaps intentionally set 
in the 1970s by engineers hoping to 
quickly burn off a potentially deadly 
methane leak. As the fire continues 
to burn, “the Door to Hell is giving 
astrobiologists a glimpse of what 
extraterrestrial life in extreme envi-
ronments might look like.” 
Don’t smile, and say “prunes”

Q. “Say cheese.”  If you’re in an 
English-speaking setting, these two 
words let you know a photographer 
is ready to take your picture and 
wants you to smile broadly, since 
the long E-sound forces your mouth 
into one. But what directive predates 
this saying and why?

A. As recently as the 1950s, 
photographers would say “Say 
prunes,” since they did not want you 
to smile, reports Dan Lewis on his 
“Now I Know” website.  According 
to “TechXplore,” a dataset of 37,921 
frontal-facing American high school 
yearbook photos from 1900-2010 
shows that “the modern ‘smile for 
the camera’ edict only dates back to 
the 1960s or so, and as you go back 
further, the smile trend hasn’t yet 
emerged.”

Why the serious look? Though 
the answer isn’t definitive, perhaps 
it’s because “in the late 19th cen-
tury, people posing for photographs 
still followed the habits of painted 

DID YOU KNOW?

  Arlan's Market Shopping Center
NOW HIRING

$559

ANGUS
DOUBLE  
BURGER

redtoptexasstyleburgers.com

• There are 34 different National 
Emergencies currently active in the 
United States. The oldest one was 
declared by Jimmy Carter in 1979.

• Because coronavirus is trans-
mitted via droplets, personal pro-
tective equipment (like face masks) 
aren’t very effective at preventing 
transmission. However, these drop-
lets often enter your home on the 
bottom of your shoes, so removing 
your shoes before going inside is 
effective.

• In Germany, escaping prison 
is not a crime. It is considered 
human-nature and inmates will not 
be punished if they do so.

Drive-thru
Open
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NOW THAT YOU MENTION IT, IT DOES LOOK LIKE A 
POLICE CAR: A man went to extreme lengths to make his SUV look like 
a police car, installing big push bumpers and a light array all around the 
back and side. But a decal saying “emergency response,” heavily-tinted 
front windows and other irregularities attracted the attention of a passing 
Sheriff in Oakland County, Mich., who pulled the vehicle over. “His initial 
response was, ‘Who are you?’” the officer reported. “And I said, “I’m the 
sheriff, who are you?’” Intensive questioning resulted.

I PROMISE I WON’T GET MAD, HONEY… FZZZZT!: A 
73-year-old man told his 68-year-old wife that he wanted a separation 
after nine years of marriage, so she zapped him with a Taser.

JUST MAKE YOURSELF RIGHT AT HOME, SIR: A 40-year-old 
man has been banned from the library in Sandusky, Ohio, after he was 
spotted in there drinking beer and watching pornography on one of the 
computers.

WHEW! THAT WAS CLOSE … OH MY GOD! LOOK OUT!: A 
woman swerved to avoid hitting a toilet that had been left in the middle 
of the eastbound lane on a roadway in Marshfield, Wisc. But she imme-
diately crashed into a second toilet that had been left in the westbound 
lane.

ARE YOU GOING TO HOLD THIS AGAINST ME, YOUR 
HONOR? A man got very drunk and drove to court in Mount Clemens, 
Mich., to face an operating while intoxicated charge. When he arrived, he 
was slurring his words, and admitted to the magistrate that he had had 
“a couple of shots,” but his blood alcohol level was nearly four times the 
legal limit.

IS THERE ANYTHING I SHOULD KNOW ABOUT YOU, SIR?: 
A man skipped out on his trial in Sacramento, Calif., on several sexual 
assault charges to meet up with a girl in Michigan who he had met online.

NATASHA, COME QUICK! … OH, NEVER MIND: A horrified 
man in Russia thought his baby was trapped inside the washing machine, 
which was in full wash cycle, when he saw the child’s face pressed up 
against the glass door. But it was just a T-shirt with the kid’s face printed 
on it.

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK I PLANNED MORE CRIMES?: A 
burglar, who smashed through the glass door of a home near Nashville, 
Tenn., and stole a TV set and a gun., accidentally dropped a notebook 
during the break-in that contained a list of other places he planned to 
target. It also contained his daughter’s address.

YEAH, IT’S MY PLACE! WHY DO YOU ASK?: A man moved into 
another person’s seasonal home in Charlevoix County, Mich., changed 
the locks and even put up a new mailbox. The cops have him in custody.

news scared people into hoarding 
these items - and hand sanitizers. I 
understand the hand sanitizer part, 
but what’s up with the rest?

I went on Amazon to look for 
some. This giant, multi-billion dollar 
retailer that can get the weirdest 
and rarest gadgets to my doorstep 
in one or two days, had also sold 
out.

This is crazy. I have been 
binge-watching the news, but could 

not make the connection between 
the virus and the need to hoard 
toilet paper, paper towels or water. 

What do they have to do with the 
virus? What could trigger this type 
of behavior?

I went on Facebook and asked 
my friends why people are hoard-
ing toilet paper. Nobody knew, but 
my friends reported some weird 
incidents they have encountered 
while shopping.

“I went to get milk. Big mistake. 

When I went in, someone came 
out with a cart full of milk. Probably 
25 gallons I'd say. What on earth 
do they need that much for? Lots 
of crazies out there,” wrote a Face-
book poster.

“That's nuts,” responded 
another. “ I wonder if all of it 
expires in a week? Good luck to 
that person. Drinking that much 
milk, that family will NEED more 
toilet paper.”

The average person uses about 
100 rolls of toilet paper per year. 
If it came from China, I would 
understand the panic buying, 
because the virus has interfered 
with the Chinese supply chain. But 
the U.S. imports very little toilet 
paper, about 10%, most of that 
from Canada and Mexico. The rest 
is manufactured domestically.

Economists say that people feel 
better when they hoard a prod-
uct, even if it doesn’t really solve 

their overall problem. Having tons 
of toilet paper does not protect 
anyone from the virus. Even those 
who test positive and have to be 
quarantined for 14 days cannot 
use up that much toilet paper while 
they recover.

We’ll muddle through this - like 
we do through hurricanes - and 
bounce back, as we always do. 
But those of you who are sitting on 
massive amounts of  products you 
really don’t need, shame on you for 
being so selfish. It’s just making a 
bad situation worse for others.

I have not found a concrete 
answer as to what makes people 
hoard toilet paper during a vitus 
scare, but I did look up what 

people used before toilet paper 
was invented. Here is what the 
Internet machine said:

“Leaves, rags, moss and rags 
were some of the less-painful (and 
probably more sanitary) options. 
... In the late 15th century, paper 
became readily available, so 
newspaper was commonly used 
as toilet paper. In more modern 
times, Americans used the Sears 
& Roebuck catalog and ``The Old 
Farmer's Almanac.”

So, if you still have not found 
any toilet paper and have run out, 
look at what you’re holding in your 
hands right now. That’s right. Go 
right ahead. I won’t be offended. 
You’re welcome.

Toilet paper does not make anyone immune to coronavirus
(Continued from Page 1)

Will warmer weather kill off COVID-19?
By Paul Duginski
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis 
Brandeis once said — in a different 
context — that sunlight is the best 
disinfectant.

Spring arrived March 19 with 
the vernal equinox in the Northern 
Hemisphere, and the autumnal equi-
nox in the Southern Hemisphere.

Spring means the coming months 
will feature stronger sunlight. The 
sun’s arc across the sky will con-
tinue to climb higher until it peaks 
with the summer solstice on June 
20.

Will more direct sunlight and the 
warmer temperatures of spring and 
summer help to clear up the new 
coronavirus that’s responsible for 
the COVID-19 pandemic?

Because it is a completely new 
virus, no one really knows.

It is true that in the springtime, 
flu viruses and other types of 
coronaviruses that cause common 
colds often do fade, according to 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases.

“But we do not know what this 
virus is going to do,” Fauci told 
members of Congress at a hearing 
last week. “We’ve got to assume 
that it’s going to get worse, and 
worse and worse.”

Other infectious diseases experts 
agreed that we’ll just have to wait 
and see.

The World Health Organization 
noted that the virus that causes 
COVID-19 has infected people on 
every continent except Antarctica. It 
can be transmitted in all areas of the 
globe, including those with hot and 
humid weather.
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Test swab in short supply as corona virus testing increases
Kaiser Health News (TNS)

The two top makers of the highly 
specialized swabs used to test 
patients for the novel coronavirus 
are straining to keep up with the 
demand, even as both the Italian 
and U.S. governments are working 
with them to increase production, 
including at a key manufacturing site 
in the midst of Italy’s outbreak.

The nasopharyngeal swabs 
required for the coronavirus tests 
are quite different from your 
standard Q-tips — and the explod-
ing need for them has created a 
bottleneck in the soaring demand for 
diagnoses.

The swabs have to be long 
and skinny enough to get to the 
nasopharynx, the upper part of 
the throat, behind the nose. They 
must be made of synthetic fiber and 
cannot have a wooden shaft. Nor 
can they contain calcium alginate, 
a substance typically used for swab 
tips in wound care, as that can kill 
the virus, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

These swabs are currently 
singled out by CDC and Food and 
Drug Administration guidelines 
as suitable for most coronavirus 
testing. Once used, they’re typically 
mailed in transportable vials full of 

a solution known as “viral trans-
port media,” which keeps the virus 
testable.

While last week’s critical shortage 
was a reagent chemical used in the 
diagnostic tests, now the special-
ized swabs are in dire demand, 
according to Soumi Saha, a phar-
macist who is the senior director 
of advocacy for Premier Inc., a 
group purchasing organization that 
procures supplies for 4,000 U.S. 
hospitals and health systems. As 
testing finally ramps up in the U.S., 
hospitals especially are having a 
hard time getting enough of these 
swabs, Saha said.
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SANDWICH, SIDE, DRINKS FOR 2

AWARD WINNING BBQ

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

PRESENT
COUPON AT

TIME OF
PURCHASE

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING

Wild West BBQ

DINE-IN
TAKE-OUT

DRIVE-THRU
In this time of crisis, The Bulletin is here to help. Send us your community 

or group information and we’ll print it for free. Send announcements to john.
bulletin@gmail.com, or mail them to The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, 
TX 77516.  We’ll get through this together. Stay safe and healthy.

COVID-19 in the 
news, but flu season 

still going strong
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
It is closer to spring than winter, 

but it’s still flu season. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion estimates that there will be 34 
million flu illnesses and 350,000 
hospitalizations, as well as 20,000 
deaths from the flu for the 2019-
2020 season. The number of deaths 
include 136 children.

“If you have not been vaccinated 
for influenza, it’s not too late,” says 
Dr. Nipunie Rajapakse, a pediatric 
infectious diseases specialist. Influ-
enza activity usually peaks between 
December and February, but can 
last as late as May.

“We have a flu vaccine that can 
prevent influenza illness,” says Dr. 
Rajapakse. “We know that having 
the vaccine decreases your chance 
of severe illness, it decreases your 
chances of having to be admitted to 
a hospital or an ICU because of the 
influenza infection, and it decreases 
your chance of dying. It’s still really 
important that everyone get the 
flu vaccine, and the flu vaccine is 
recommended for anyone over 6 
months of age.”

Influenza A viruses are now the 
dominant strain in circulation.
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Prices Good Thru 03-31-20

chasing any motorized products (or 
related accessories) from the Har-
ley-Davidson Corporation. These 
include additions to my wardrobe, 
like stars-and-stripes bandanas, 
embroidered vests, or - heaven 
forbid - leather chaps. 

Now, I realize that Harley-Da-
vidson is a fine American company 
deserving of support, but that 
support should come from men who 
look more like the dudes from ZZ 
Top, and less like escapees from a 
junior high school faculty meeting.

 Besides, I never really mastered 
riding my 10-speed Schwinn, so I’m 
thinking my Softail Fat Boy ship has 
sailed.

Next, I am determined to refrain 
from acquiring any permanent or 
semi-permanent body art. Don’t get 
me wrong, I have nothing against 
folks with tattoos, piercings, brand-
ings or BeDazzlings. At my age, 
though, I have to assume that any 
decorative addition to my epider-
mis will soon begin a precipitous 
descent to an unintended area. As 
the years go by, I’d rather not be 
tripping over my nipple barbells or 
trying to explain why I have tattoos 
of my wife’s face between my toes.

So far, I’ve been able to resist 
selling my spare organs so I can 
afford to invest in a regimen of 

anti-aging products. I admit that I 
had hoped I would age naturally 
into a well-seasoned state of rugged 
handsomeness.

 Instead, as each day goes by, it 
becomes more clear that no amount 
of testosterone supplements or face 
polish are going to keep me from 
eventually being mistaken for a pile 
of unfolded laundry.

If I want to enhance my male-
ness, I’ll go hang out in a Bass 
Pro Shops store somewhere and 
pretend I’m interested in something 
other than the giant aquarium and 
the selection of colon-combusting 
hot sauces in the gift shop.

Finally, I refuse to fall victim to 
the allure of a young, nubile female 
person looking for a sugar daddy. 
Not only would this violate my moral 

code, but I’m pretty sure my wife 
wouldn’t allow it.

 And as a father of three teenage 
daughters, all of my sugar has long 
since been consumed by orthodon-
tist bills, car insurance premiums, 
and unlimited wireless data plans. 

In other words, this daddy is now 
sugar-free and binging on the artifi-
cial sweetener of credit card debt.

Some say the whole idea of a 
midlife crisis is just a myth perpet-
uated by our self-obsessed society 
- and the Russians.

 At any rate, if it comes after me, 
and I can’t outrun it, I can always 
break out my 10-speed Schwinn.

(Copyright 2020 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
him at susanjase@sbcglobal.net.)

Turning 50 brings ideas to counteract the midlife crisis
(Continued from Page 1)
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about this place right here in our 
midst – so how important could it 
possibly be? Were we ever wrong!

How many times have we passed 
by the Gulf Prairie Presbyterian 
Church sign as we were traveling to 
and from Freeport? Roy and I have 
even stopped at the state historical 
markers at the intersection of Hwy. 
36 and Gulf Prairie Road (where 
you turn to go to the cemetery). 
There’s even a sign there that says 
Stephen F. Austin had been buried 
in that cemetery. But when we 
turned off the road, parked in the 
church’s parking lot, and got out to 
investigate, we walked out of today 
and into a page of our county’s past. 
There, cradled by the Gulf Prairie 
Presbyterian Church and ancient 
oak and pecan trees, was a well-
kept cemetery waiting to reveal its 
secrets.

A treasure chest of stories stared 
back at us from the rows of ornate 
headstones. People from many 
parts of Texas’ past are buried there 
– from the original plot that held 
Steven F. Austin, to soldiers from 
the Civil War, to one of Theodore 
Roosevelt’s Rough Riders, have 
all found eternal rest in that shady 
grove. I had to know more. It never 
ceases to amaze me that Brazoria 
County is just packed with pre-20th 
century history – but not much of 
the tangible evidence of that history 
is still here. I think we found an 
exception in this cemetery, and by 
reading the headstones, our area’s 
history began to come alive.

Gulf (originally spelled Gulph) 
Prairie, Texas was a settlement 
that predated the Texas Revolution. 
By the 1830s, the Bryan, Perry 
and Austin families lived there. 
A post office operated there from 
1848 – 1866. As late as 1906, the 
school taught 41 students. Today, 
nothing remains of the community 
but the church and the cemetery. 
And I thought you had to go to West 
Texas or Indianola to find a ghost 
town!

But it was the cemetery that 
talked to us all. The cemetery 
grounds and the land around it were 
once part of Peach Point Plantation 
and were used as early as 1829. 
Peach Point Plantation was the 
residence of James F. Perry and 
Emily Austin Bryan Perry (Stephen 

F. Austin’s sister). All these people 
are buried in this cemetery – except 
Stephen, who the State of Texas 
moved to the state cemetery in 
Austin, Texas, in 1910.

You’ll also find the markers for 
William Joel Bryan, son of Emily 
Austin Bryan Perry and her first 
husband, James Bryan, and the 
nephew of Stephen F. Austin, who 
established Durazno (Spanish for 
Peach) Plantation in 1840 and his 

wife, Lavinia (niece of his stepfather, 
James F. Perry). So many names 
of people who pioneered this land 
we are all proud to call home. The 
headstones tell you just part of the 
story, though.

As you walk through the grounds, 
the winds through the trees whisper 
a siren’s song, begging you to come 
back and discover more, and they 
plead for you to grab a history book 
and find out the rest of the stories.

The church that guards the 
historic cemetery also has a story 
to tell. After James Franklin and 
Emily Austin Perry moved to Peach 
Point Plantation (around Christmas 
of 1832), a one-room log cabin was 
built – but not dedicated – where the 
family, slaves and visitors wor-
shipped. The church service was 
provided by any Protestant minister, 
who came through this part of the 
country – mostly by the itinerant 
Methodist minister.

On June 7, 1877, a small building 
was erected on a site that Mrs. 
Sarah B. Perry had given, which 
was located at the cemetery. It 
had been formed in August 1833, 
when Emily’s daughter (by her first 
marriage) died from cholera.

This was the first dedicated 
church on this location, and the 
beginning of a church organization 
that goes on today. This little church 
met the needs of the congregation 
from 1877 until 1909, when a hurri-
cane passed through this section of 
the Texas coast and destroyed the 
building.

But the community decided to 
rebuild. Through the effort of the 
community, funds were raised, and 
W.B. and Charlie Hanson (car-
penters) supervised the church’s 
construction by the men of the 
community while the women found 
ways to provide the funds for the 
necessary building materials.

In 1946, the officers of the 
Gulf Prairie Presbyterian Church 
launched a new building program. 
The old building was sold and 
moved to Durazno Plantation after 
the new building was completed.

People of the community again 
stepped up and made a new church. 
The sanctuary was dedicated March 
22, 1950, and with only a few addi-
tions (like the new chime system, 
and stained-glass windows), the 
church you see at Gulf Prairie today 
remains as it was built. The church 
and cemetery are still in use.

Here, right under our noses, is 
Gulf Prairie Presbyterian Church 
and Cemetery – so full of stories of 
our past. Each of us has overlooked 
this treasure as we go about our 
daily lives – making our own history, 
I guess.

But next time you drive down 
Hwy. 36 through Jones Creek, take 
a minute to slow down for some-
thing besides the speed trap. Take 
that turn onto Gulf Prairie Road and 
look to your left. The little ceme-
tery waits in the shade, ready to 
reveal another piece of this area’s 
history puzzle. But don’t go unless 
you have some time to tarry, these 
stories are more like a novel – not a 
short story.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Gulf Prairie Cemetery a hidden treasure worth visiting

The cemetery was Stephen F. 
Austin’s original resting place.

(Continued from Page 1)

Aunt Cecelia would have never hoarded 
toilet paper as a solution to the unknown
By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

My Aunt Cecelia was just 
beginning the eighth grade when it 
happened.

In late spring 1951, she came 
home from school with a high 
temperature, feeling very ill. The 
next morning, her legs gave out as 
she tried to get out of bed. By that 
evening, she was so weak she 
could barely move.

She’d contracted polio.
In the 1940s and 1950s, polio 

infected thousands of children 
annually. In 1952 alone, nearly 
60,000 were infected, leaving 
thousands paralyzed and more 
than 3,000 dead.

No one knew how polio was 
spread. Fear of the unknown ran 
rampant - with good reason.

The day Cecelia was struck, the 
ambulance driver wouldn’t take 
her to the hospital for fear other 
patients might become infected. 
Cecelia’s home and family were 
quarantined for 14 days, polio’s 
lifespan.

Within two weeks, polio ravaged 
her body. Her limbs were in 
various degrees of paralysis. She 
could barely lift her head. She 
was relocated to the D.T. Watson 
Home for Crippled Children in 
Sewickley, Pa. Her long, painful 
rehabilitation began.

Had polio not been cured, say 
the authors of Freakonomics, the 
United States would now be caring 
for at least 250,000 long-term 
patients at an annual cost of $30 
billion.

But we did cure it. The March of 
Dimes mobilized millions to raise 
money. Numerous researchers, 
including Dr. Jonas Salk, sought 
the cure. On April 12, 1955, Salk’s 
polio vaccine was declared safe 
and effective.

Clarity about events of a 
half-century ago is easy, but 
harder regarding current times. 
But as the coronavirus impacts the 
world, there’s no reason to lose 
our cool - and every reason to 
remain hopeful and positive.

Coronavirus arrived at a time 
when we have incredible research 
capacity. Many very talented 

people in America and worldwide 
are working around the clock to 
stop its spread.

Newsweek reports Australian 
researchers say they’ve identified 
a coronavirus cure, which they 
hope to roll out soon. They say 
two existing drugs - one for HIV, 
the other for malaria - wipe out 
coronavirus in test tubes and has 
helped some of the first COVID-
19 patients to recover completely 
from the infection.

Rather than hoard toilet paper 
and worry about what we cannot 
do, aren’t we better off focusing on 
what we can do?

We can make sure elderly 
neighbors have food in their pan-
tries. We can make good use of 
time at home by reading that book 
we’ve been wanting to read, or 
taking on that project we’ve been 
putting off, or starting that healthy 
eating plan.

We can learn from my Aunt 
Cecelia’s example. Despite a year 
in the hospital - despite two years 
of rehab and needing crutches for 
life - she didn’t let her bout with 
polio define her.

In time, she walked to school 
every day. In time, she was no 
different than anyone else. Like 
her sisters, she was beautiful, 
lively and full of wit. She had many 
friends. 

Her senior year, her classmates 
voted her Queen of Carrick for 
a spring track event. Eventually, 
she married and had four children. 
Now 81, she has eight grandchil-
dren and six great-grandchildren 
who are incredibly vibrant and 
cheerful.

By every measure, my Aunt 
Cecelia continues to enjoy a fan-
tastic life - because she focused 
not on what happened to her, but 
what she could make happen.

We can all learn from her expe-
rience as we navigate the days 
ahead.,

(© 2020 Tom Purcell. Tom Pur-
cell, author of “Misadventures of 
a 1970’s Childhood,” a humorous 
memoir available at amazon.com, 
is a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 
humor columnist. Send comments 
to Tom at Tom@TomPurcell.com.)
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While luckier than many disabled 
people because I can drive and 
move around, I still can’t do things 
I once enjoyed. No tennis. No 
biking. No running around with the 
grandkids.

Unfortunately, thanks to COVID-
19, able-bodied Americans are 
waking up to a brand-new world, 
a world in which disabled people 
already live. It’s a world in which 
your basic activities are limited, 
disabled or not.

For the sake of the country’s 
health, Americans are being urged 
to make sacrifices and change their 
lifestyles. No live sporting events. 
No Broadway plays. No hanging out 
at the bar with friends. No hand-
shakes. No church.  

I thought this self-isolation would 
be easier for someone like me.  
Limiting my already-limited activities 
didn’t seem like a big hurdle.

And, after all, I have experience 
in boredom … and I had a plan to 
combat it. 

I figured that if I had to be in this 
more drastic self-isolation, this was 

a good time, particularly for a sports 
fan like me.

The Rockets were limping toward 
the playoffs. The Astros were in 
spring training getting ready for a 
season without their trusty trash 
can. And the quest for college bas-
ketball’s national championship was 
beginning.

Days of viewing great sporting 
events on TV would help pass 
the time.  I loaded up on snacks, 
located the remote and settled into 
my recliner. 

The best thing about this plan 
was that I didn’t feel the usual guilt 
that comes from watching television 
and not going to therapy.  In fact, I 
convinced myself that, by staying 
completely isolated, I was doing my 
civic duty. It felt patriotic.

Little did I know that off-the-court 
March Madness would blow up my 
game plan. 

Within hours of an NBA player 
being diagnosed with coronavirus, 
almost all sporting events were 
canceled or postponed because of 
the pandemic. 

There were no live sporting 

I was counting on sports on TV, gym during self-isolation
(Continued from Page 1) events to watch on TV.  ESPN’s 

Sports Center was reduced to run-
ning reruns of its reruns.   

What to do now to relieve the 
boredom?

I switched to Plan B and watched 
the news. With the exception of 
the ubiquitous Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
director of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, the 
madness reigned there, too. News 
footage showed people preparing 
for self-isolation standing in lines 
with complete strangers to buy toilet 
paper. Go figure.

I tried the business channels.  
The stock market was down by 
2000 points. Watching any more of 
that and I really would be sick.

I grabbed my book club’s monthly 
offering. The book, “Maybe you 
should talk to someone,” is touted 
as the true story of a therapist 
helping patients explore the “inner 
chambers of their patients’ lives.”  
Not exactly the page-turner I was 
hoping for in these stressful times.

In desperation for something to 
relieve the boredom, I thought I 
would sneak out to the Pearland 

natatorium and do my water therapy 
when the pool was not crowded.

Just as I was about to leave the 
house, I was halted by an “abun-
dance of caution” e-mail.  The parks 
and recreation folks notified me 
that their facilities would close for at 
least 10 days.

I then considered going to see 
the grandkids. I quickly dismissed 
that idea because, although they 
weren’t sick, I had little idea who 
they had been exposed to in school 
or at play.  

Finally, my wife proudly 

announced that she found some-
thing constructive for me to do.  
She handed me a just-arrived 
Census form to fill out. It’s come to 
this?

Self-isolation isn’t easy.  And, as 
of this writing, we have weeks to 
go. 

I wish everyone good luck.  And 
remember to wash your hands. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)
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The Houston-Galveston Area Council’s Rivers, Lakes, Bays ‘N Bayous 
Trash Bash, the largest single-day waterway clean-up event in Texas, is held 
each spring in continuation of its mission to clean up and promote a healthy 
Galveston Bay Watershed. 

This year, the H-GAC has included Oyster Creek as one of the clean-up 
sites on March 28. This is a great chance for the Brazoria County Paddlers 
Club to give a little back to the community. 

Registration will be from 8 to 8:30 a.m. at Dunbar Park in Lake Jackson, 
and around 9 a.m. we will launch in the park and paddle up and down the 
creek cleaning up trash that others can’t reach from the shore. Bags will 
be provided to collect the trash.  It is requested that you bring gloves or a 
mechanical grabber for your protection. The group will return to the dock 
around 11 a.m. to pack up, clean up, and make it back to the pavilion for 
lunch, door prizes, and activities scheduled by the H-GAC.

Bring your own boat, or borrow one of ours on a first come, first served 
basis. For information or reservations, call (979) 864-1152, or email mikem@
brazoria-county.com.

Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Open
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer, Ron McCulley.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees and sand fenc-
ing, lend a hand with programs, 
and add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Spring is in the air at Quintana Park
As a compliment to the Spring Fling held at the Quintana Neotropical Bird 

Sanctuary, and the Migration Celebration held at the San Bernard National 
Wildlife Refuge, Quintana Beach County Park will be hosting a multitude 
of seasonal activities inside of the park, for both campers and the visiting 
public.  
Views of the fresh-water pond area will be available from inside the Discov-
ery Event Center, as well as from the deck below. Of course, birds can be 
viewed from anywhere in the park and on the beach during park day use 
hours.  
Brazoria County is one of the first stops on the Central Migratory Flyway in 
North America. You will see birds not normally seen in the area, many very 
colorful.  
In addition, there will be exhibits by the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory, and 
other local wildlife entities inside the Event Center alongside other presenta-
tions, with subjects, dates, and times to be announced later. 
New and seasoned birders, families, and youth groups should take full 
advantage of all of these free events. The Discovery Event Center will be 
open Tuesdays through Sundays for the entire month of April from 8:30 am 
until 4:30 pm each day. Neighboring wildflowers blooming near Quintana Beach County Park.

The March 8 History Talks program at Stephen F. Austin-Munson Historical 
County Park included a visit from local author and historian Lora-Marie Ber-
nard. She explored the lore surrounding the Yellow Rose legend, including 
the beginnings of the now-familiar song.

The History Talks program runs on the second Sunday of the month, 
is free and open to the public, and usually involves a tasty snack to enjoy 
during the festivities. For more information, you can call the park at (979) 
849-5965.

History Talk shades of Yellow Rose

 Historian Lora-Marie Bernard discusses the Yellow Rose of Texas.

Paddlers Club to help clean waterways

 Volunteer from 2019 paddles along the creek in search of trash to collect.
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Parks Department Schedule of Events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, March 28, 
9 a.m. to noon: Rivers, 
Lakes, Bay ‘N Bayous 
Trash Bash. Every year, thou-
sands of volunteers gather along 
Texas waterways to do their part 
in cleaning up the environment 
by participating in the largest, 
single-day waterway cleanup 
in the state of Texas. Join the 
Brazoria County Paddle Club as 
we take to Oyster Creek to help 
remove trash from the environ-
ment. For more information or to 
register to borrow a kayak, call 
Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-
1152, or email him at mikem@
brazoria-county.com.

Through the month of 
April, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.: Spring Nature Cele-
bration. As a compliment to 
the Spring Fling held at the Quin-
tana Neotropical Bird Sanctuary, 
and the Migration Celebration 
held at the San Bernard National 
Wildlife Refuge, Quintana Beach 
County Park will host bird watch-
ing opportunities in the park. In 
addition, there will be exhibits by 
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory and 
other local nature-related entities 
inside the Event Center as well 

as several speakers throughout 
the month. For more information, 
contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Saturday, April 11, 11.m. 
to noon: EarthQuest Birds of 
Prey Presentation. Quintana 
Beach County Park welcomes their 
falconer friend, Steve Hoddy, along 
with Phil Huxford in presenting the 
very popular birds of prey event. 
Experience the thrill of a hawk 
flying so close that you can feel 
the wind off its wings. See one of 
the largest birds in the world, the 
Andean Condor, and the fastest 
bird on the earth, the Peregrine 
Falcon. This is a free event with 
free entry to the park. Pets and 
food are not allowed in the presen-
tation area. Feel free to bring your 
lawn chairs, as seating is limited. 
For more information, contact the 
park at (979) 233-1461.

Saturday, April 11, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Spring Paddling 
Event #2. Come join the Bra-
zoria Paddlers Club as they hold 
a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat or borrow one 
of ours. Location to be announced 
at a later date. Must complete, 

or already have on file, a copy of 
our liability release form for 2020. 
For information or reservations, call 
(979) 864-1152 or email mikem@
brazoria-county.com. 

Sunday, April 12, 2 to 5 
p.m.: History Talks, Religion 
in Austin’s Colony. Catholicism 
was the religion of Mexican Texas 
and Austin’s Colony, but actual 
faith and practice often varies from 
official positions.  Join in the dis-
cussion about the role and impact 
of religion – official and unofficial 
– in Austin’s Colony. Our History 
Talks series is a discussion based 
on primary research with crowd 
participation encouraged and 
expected. Free and open to the 
public. For more information, call 
the Stephen F. Austin park at (979) 
849-5965.

Saturday, April 18, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Texas Adopt-A-
Beach Spring Clean-Up. Vol-
unteers will meet at either meetup 
site at 9 a.m. before heading out 
onto the beach to rid our beaches 
of trash. We’re hosting meetup 
sites at both Stahlman Park and 
Quintana Beach County Park this 
year, so be sure to select your 

preferred location when register-
ing. For more information, contact 
Mike Mullenweg at (979)864-1152, 
or Patty Brinkmeyer at (979) 233-
1461.

Saturday, April 20, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Spring Paddling 
Event #3. Come join the Bra-
zoria Paddlers Club as they hold 
a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat or borrow one 
of ours. Location to be announced 
at a later date. Must complete, 
or already have on file, a copy of 
our liability release form for 2020. 
For information or reservations, call 
(979) 864-1152, or email mikem@
brazoria-county.com. 

Saturday, May 16, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Spring Paddling 
Event #4. Come join the Bra-
zoria Paddlers Club as they hold 
a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat or borrow one 
of ours. Location to be announced 
at a later date. Must complete, 
or already have on file, a copy of 
our liability release form for 2020. 
For information or reservations, call 
(979) 864-1152, or email mikem@

brazoria-county.com. 
Monday through Thurs-

day, June 15 to 18, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Nature Camp at 
Camp Mohawk County 
Park. Campers will participate 
in entertaining and educational 
activities, including lessons on 
our local environment and the 
critters that inhabit it, archery 
instruction and a hike through 
the park itself. Nature Camp 
registration is $30 per child and 
is open to registrants ages 7 to 
12 years of age. For registration 
and information, call (979) 864-
1152, or email Mike at mikem@
brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, June 20, 9 
a.m. to noon: Summer 
Paddling Event #1. Come 
join the Brazoria Paddlers Club 
as they hold a paddling event on 
one of the waterways in Brazoria 
County. Bring your own boat 
or borrow one of ours. Loca-
tion to be announced at a later 
date. Must complete, or already 
have on file, a copy of our liability 
release form for 2020. For infor-
mation or reservations, call (979) 
864-1152, or email mikem@
brazoria-county.com.

CHECK WITH THE BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION ON THESE EVENTS
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The first 25 years of The Bulletin have been a lot of fun. Our goal is to 
make the next 25 years even better. We will celebrate 50 years in 2044.

Marks your calendars. Thank you to all our readers and advertisers.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

suffering and pain. The world is a 
“vale of tears”, and disappointment 
and heartache are as inevitable 
as clouds and shadows. Suffering 
is often the crucible in which faith 
is tested. Those who successfully 
come through the furnace of afflic-
tion are the ones who emerge like 
gold tried in the fire.

The Bible teaches that we can 
unmistakably triumph over bereave-
ment. The Psalmist said, “Weeping 
may endure for a night, but joy 
comes in the morning” (Psalm 30:5).

We should not peddle our sor-
rows and bewail our bad fortune 
- that will only depress others. But 
sorrow or mourning, when it is 
borne in a Christian way, contains 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o 
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-
GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

It’s important to teach young people about mourning
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I have noticed that young 
people avoid attending funer-
als and showing honor to the 
deceased. Is this their indifference, 
or is it something else? - N.R.

A: Adults have the respon-
sibility of teaching the younger 
generations. While this may not 
be the philosophy of society 
today, it is certainly what the Bible 
teaches. There are many parents 
who try to protect their children 
from attending funerals or going 
to see the sick. Young people will 
not understand the importance 
of many things if they do not see 
correct behavior exemplified.

Nowhere has God promised 
anyone immunity from sorrow, 

a built-in comfort. “Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted.” (Matthew 5:4)

Suffering is endurable if we 
do not have to bear it alone; and 
the more compassion that is 
expressed by loved ones, the less 
acute the pain because someone 
is there to share in the grief with 
us. This is an important life lesson 
that must be taught and passed 
down to the next generation.

shot them off into the crowd. One 
of the fireworks landed on the lawn, 
setting it ablaze, which sent people 
scrambling. No one was injured. I 
didn’t want to alienate our neighbors 
by setting their rooftops on fire.

• A couple had a giant baby jump 
out of a box at their gender reveal 
party. I wasn’t going to spend 
money on a giant baby costume.

• An off-duty Border Patrol agent 
accidentally started a 47,000-acre 
wildfire in Arizona when a gen-
der-reveal went horribly wrong. The 
fire cost $8.2 million to extinguish, 
and he was fined $220,000. So, this 
was not on top of our list.

• Twenty party guests convened 
in the Applebee’s parking lot, and 
were told to use confetti poppers 
to reveal the gender of an unborn 
child. After doing so, they were 
asked to clean up the strewn paper 
which had accumulated on the 
ground, but they refused and started 
hitting the hostess with menus. We 
are not violent people, so this was 
not going to happen.

• A couple attempted to incor-
porate baseball into their gender 
reveal, but things didn’t go accord-
ing to plan. The mother-to-be was 
going to toss a baseball to the 
father-to-be, who would hit the 
ball with a baseball bat. When the 
ball burst, it would release colored 
powder, revealing their child’s 
gender. But the expectant father did 
not swing and the ball hit the grand-
father-to-be in the face.

I wanted to do something simpler 
and less confrontive or painful. 
Something like confetti streamers 
that pop and show either pink or 
blue or even a cake dyed with a 
color on the inside. 

David mentioned that we wouldn’t 
be able to know the gender until 
the party, and we wouldn’t be able 
to have the party until after the 

New Year. I was not a fan of that, 
as this is our first child, and I have 
wanted to know the gender since 
the beginning. 

I had a hunch on what the gender 
was. I had already purchased a 
bunch of blue-colored clothes on 
sale because I was betting that it 
was a boy. 

It was time for our anatomy scan,  
which is not just about finding out 
the gender. The ultrasound tech-
nician went over every part of the 
baby with us. She showed us the 
baby’s spine. It looked “alien-like”. 
We saw the four chambers of the 
heart and the blood flowing in and 
out. 

It was one of the most amazing 
things I have ever seen in my entire 
life. David kept saying “wow” over 
and over again. I didn’t even care 
about the gender anymore. I forgot 
that we were finding it out. 

After seeing every part of this 
baby, except one part, the techni-
cian asked if we wanted to know the 
gender. 

Immediately. 
She typed it on the screen and 

was silent. David could tell I was 
zoned out and wasn’t looking at the 
main screen. He started laughing 
and told me to look over. 

“JR PARTS”, the screen read. 
“Who is JR?” I asked. 

The words finally clicked. It’s a 
boy! 

We both had a feeling that it was 
a boy, but we would have been 
just as happy with a girl. Now I 
didn’t have to return any of the blue 
clothes that I purchased on sale. 

As we left our appointment, I 
stared at the ultrasound pictures 
the entire ride home. We decided 
we were no longer doing a gender 
reveal event. We started making 
our calls and telling our friends and 
family. 

It took a lot less planning, and it 
was fun because we received reac-
tions from individual people over the 
phone. It was also a lot easier  and 
safer this way. There was no chance 
of us catching anything on fire or 
hitting anyone in the face.

Now what? Time to look at baby 
names.

(You can reach Stephanie at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or 
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Gender reveal made easy; we called
(Continued from Page 1)
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change
Wednesday, March 25: South-

ern-fried chicken, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, green beans, carrot & raisin 
salad, biscuits, dessert.

Thursday, March 26: Sausage & 
onions, corn casserole, navy beans, 
mustard greens, peaches & cottage 
cheese, cornbread, dessert.

Friday, March 27: Roasted pork 
loin, hominy, yams, jello salad, garlic 
toast, dessert.

Monday, March 30: Turkey pot 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

pie, broccoli, beets, peaches & cot-
tage cheese, sliced bread, dessert.

Tuesday, March 31: Chicken 
fried steak, gravy, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, jello salad, biscuits, 
dessert.

MEALS NOT SERVED IN 
CENTER AT THIS TIME. ONLY 
TAKE-OUT & DELIVERY AVAIL-
ABLE until notice. Call before 9:30 
a.m. for delivery and before 8 a.m. 
for low salt/sodium diets. Call before 
10:30 a.m. for 11 a.m. pick-up.

School districts provide meals during shutdown
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

Many schools are providing 
breakfast and meals for children 
18 and under while the schools 
are closed. These are curbside 
options, so you must bring your 
child with you and also stay in 
the car. Below is a list of the 
school districts, their times and 
locations, and how to get the free 
meals. 

Brazosport ISD Child 
Nutrition will be providing 
TWO meals per day for our 
students that are 18 and under. 
Starting Monday, pick up meals 
curbside between 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. at the following locations: 
Ogg Elementary, Velasco Ele-
mentary, and Ney Elementary.

The “Meals on the Move” bus 
will also be on the move making 
stops:

Jones Creek - SFA STEM - 
10:30-11 a.m.

Freeport -Northgate Apart-
ments - 11:15-11:40 a.m.

Freeport - Ave J Apartments - 
11:45-12:30 p.m.

Clute - Madge Griffith Elemen-
tary - 1 -1:30 p.m.

You will be asked to provide 
the child’s name and age at pick 
up.  

Angleton ISD will help 
students who need assistance 
with meals while schools are 
closed, the AISD Child Nutrition 
Department will offer a free meal 
to children 18 or younger starting 
on Tuesday, March 17. To limit 
exposure as much as possible, 
they will run the process similar 
to its  summer Fueled meal 
program:

Meals will run from three 
buses making multiple stops. The 
complete bus schedule is listed 
in the graphic. Also, the district 
is doing one curbside pick-up 
location at Angleton Junior High 
School (location on the Hen-
derson side of campus). For 
more information about the meal 
service, call (979) 864-8012.

The Angleton School 
Market opened March 18 at 
Angleton Junior High School. 
The Market is located in the back 
of the campus with parking by 

the softball fields (Henderson side 
of the campus down the right side 
of the building). It will be open from 
1 - 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday. (The 
Market is a food pantry designed to 
help provide healthy food to AISD 
families. It is not based on income; 
everyone is welcome. If you are 
new to the market, you will need 
to bring a form of identification to 
be signed up. If you are not new to 
the Market, you can remain in your 
vehicle, and the food will already be 
boxed and handed to you.)

Columbia-Brazoria ISD will 
be providing free meals to anyone 
18 years and under. CBISD child 
nutrition will be providing breakfast 
and a hot lunch to our families 
this week at these locations: West 
Columbia Elementary at the bus 
riders lane, Barrow Elementary in 
the car riders lane, and Wild Peach 
Elementary in the car riders lane. 

These meals will be provided 
from 9:30 a.m.  to 11:30 a.m. 
Please bring your child with you 
to pick up the lunch. Contact the 
CBISD child nutrition department 
at (979) 799-1842 if you have any 
questions. 

Sweeny ISD will continue to 
support its families by providing 
free meals to all children who live in 
the attendance zone ages 0 to 18. 
Meals will be available for pickup 
at Sweeny Elementary from the 
cafeteria parking lot each day from 
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

District staff will deliver food to 
the vehicle; families will not need 
to exit the vehicle to receive the 
meals. Children must be present 
in the car to receive a meal. Meals 
will also be available for delivery. 
Delivery will be provided by the 
district staff from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Families will need to meet the staff 
outside, and children must be pres-
ent in order to receive the meal.

In order to help plan for these 
meals, there is an online form for 
families to complete. If you have 
previously filled out and submitted 
the form, there is no need to submit 
another one. 

If your children would like to 
participate in the curbside pick up 
or meal delivery, please fill out the 
form by 8 a.m. on the day of pickup 
or delivery. https://forms.gle/ZHX-

GoDCXJJog71UU8
Alvin ISD will be offering 

to-go breakfast and lunch at 
Passmore and Stephenson 
Elem., MJH & RPJH. Breakfast 
will be from 8 - 9 a.m., and lunch 
will be from noon -1 p.m. for 
students who are 18 & under. 
Students must be in the car. 

Damon ISD is providing free 
breakfast and lunch to any child 
under the age of 18 regardless of 
the school they attend. Meals will  
will be provided every weekday 
until further notice. 

You can pick them up at the 
school campus from 7:30 - 8 
a.m. and 11 - 11:30 a.m. Another 
location you can pick up meals is 
the Twin Lakes Bus Stop at 7:45 
a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Your child 
must be present in the vehicle 
to receive a meal, and no one is 
allowed to get out of your vehicle 
or enter the building. For more 
information, please call (979) 
742-3457. 

Pearland ISD will be provid-
ing FREE curbside Grab & Go 
lunch and next day breakfast to 
all district students ages 18 and 
under, Monday-Friday, from 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. On-site dining 
will not be available, and pick-up 
lanes must be used. All students 
must be present to receive 
meals; adult meals will not be 
served. The pick-up locations 
will be available at Carleston 
Elementary, Lawhon Elementary, 
and the PACE Center. For more 
information, go to www.pearland-
isd.org. 

The Brazoria County 
Dream Center Pantry will 
implement the “Drive-Thru 
Method”.

The modified hours are 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 
2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Tuesday 
from 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. You must 
have a photo ID and your BCDC 
ecard. If you are new, please 
bring your Photo ID.

Remain in your vehicles, and 
volunteers will complete regis-
tration and direct you to park. 
Volunteers will load your vehicle. 
Volunteers are NEEDED from 
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. to help fill 
family food boxes. 
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COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
may be loving and thoughtful this 
week, but people in your life could 
be focused on different issues. 
Acknowledge the fact that loved 
ones can make changes while still 
honoring their promises.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In the 
upcoming week, you could create a 
financial conundrum if you exagger-
ate your assets. You might dream of 
having something bigger or better 
and be tempted to promise more 
than you can fulfill.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your 
artistic vision could be a power-
ful factor in your choices as this 
week unfolds. You may choose to 
capitalize on your ability to present 
a positive image to the world as well 
as loved ones.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
A partner could push back if you 
attempt to effect changes. Even if 
the two of you are loyal and faithful 
to one another, there could be a 
debate about business, finances or 
career choices.

   Bulletin  Horoscope   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
When you feel loved and admired, 
you are more creative and willing 
to show off your talents. In the 
upcoming week, your imagination 
can soar, and you might have ideas 
worthy of writing down.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In 
the week ahead, you might be one 
of the movers and the shakers, but 
take care you don’t shake too much 
and cause resentment with a loved 
one or business associate. Focus 
on following the rules.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Tell 
them what they want to hear, and 
they will think better of you. You can 
develop insights into how things 
can be improved without foisting 
problems on people who may not be 
willing to make changes.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 
might think you are being asked to 
perform jobs that are above your 
pay grade in the week ahead. At 
the same time, your money may 
seem to go in and out of your bank 
account much too quickly.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Changes in the pecking order 
can alter your work environment in 
the week ahead. Use your excellent 
people skills to smooth out potential 
difficulties during transitions.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You can take the most ethical 
approach to a job, yet someone with 
a different interpretation of the rules 
could take a shortcut and get there 
before you. Do your homework on 
sales pitches in the week to come.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
No one else can dictate how you 
choose to live your life. However, 
you might make decisions to please 
a loved one. You might resist 
changes to your family routines 
because they are inconvenient.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Communicative Mercury enters 
your sign in the week ahead, so 
you could be more interested in 
messages and discussions. An 
impulsive purchase might bring you 
a great deal of delight and satisfac-
tion.

  History of the World On This Day  History of the World On This Day
March 24

1837 - Canada gave blacks the 
right to vote

1882 - In Berlin, German scien-
tist Robert Koch announced the 
discovery of the tuberculosis germ 
(bacillus).

1900 - Mayor Van Wyck of New 
York broke the ground for the New 
York subway tunnel that would link 
Manhattan and Brooklyn.

March 25
0421 - The city of Venice was 

founded.
1655 - Puritans jailed Governor 

Stone after a military victory over 
Catholic forces in the colony of 
Maryland.

1669 - Mount Etna in Sicily 
erupted, destroying Nicolosi and 
killing 20,000 people.

1905 - Rebel battle flags that 
were captured during the Ameri-
can Civil War were returned to the 
South.

March 26
1885 - Eastman Kodak (Eastman 

Dry Plate and Film Co.) produced 
the first commercial motion picture 

film in Rochester, NY.
1937 - Spinach growers in 

Crystal City, TX, erected a statue of 
Popeye.

1938 - Herman Goering warned 
all Jews to leave Austria.

1942 - The Germans began send-
ing Jews to Auschwitz in Poland.

March 27
1794 - The U.S. Congress autho-

rized the creation of the U.S. Navy.
1899 - The first international radio 

transmission between England and 
France was achieved by the Italian 
inventor G. Marconi.

1958 - The U.S. announced a 
plan to explore space near the 
moon.

March 28
1774 - Britain passed the Coer-

cive Act against Massachusetts.
1797 - Nathaniel Briggs patented 

a washing machine.
1922 - Bradley A. Fiske patented 

a microfilm reading device.
1933 - In Germany, the Nazis 

ordered a ban on all Jews in busi-
nesses, professions and schools.

1945 - Germany launched the last 

of the V-2 rockets against England.
March 29

1848 - Niagara Falls stopped 
flowing for one day due to an ice 
jam.

1932 - Jack Benny made his 
radio debut.

1951 - In the United States, 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were 
convicted of conspiracy to commit 
espionage. They were executed in 
June 19, 1953.

March 30
1867 - The U.S. purchased 

Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million 
dollars.

1870 - Texas was readmitted to 
the Union.

1909 - The Queensboro bridge in 
New York opened linking Manhattan 
and Queens. It was the first double 
decker bridge.

1916 - Pancho Villa killed 172 at 
the Guerrero garrison in Mexico.

1950 - The invention of the pho-
totransistor was announced.

1975 - As the North Vietnamese 
forces moved toward Saigon, South 
Vietnamese soldiers mob rescue jets.

Jumbles: UDDER  SOGGY  JACKAL  BISHOP
Answer: The quality control person at the cusion factory liked her -- CUSHY JOB
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Working stiff
5 Brief timetable
9 Racing venue near Windsor 
Castle
14 “Beetle Bailey” dog
15 Greet from a distance
16 Waste not
17 Inch or foot
18 Actor Bana of “Closed Circuit”
19 Singer Haggard

20 *Shake off one’s daydreams
23 Towel holder
24 Strokes on greens
25 Rap fan
27 Little child, in Cannes
30 Decanter relatives
33 Richly adorn
34 “Born Free” lioness
37 Carne __: Mexican dish
38 Old AT&T rival
39 *Cause of chubby cheeks, 

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
SODIUM  IODINE  HELIUM  CARBON  COBALT  COPPER

perhaps
41 Perp’s prey, in copspeak
42 French floor
44 Like the lama, but not the llama, 
in a Nash poem
45 Foot warmer
46 Switches for mood lighting
48 Boardroom illustrations
50 Farmland measure
51 Tawdry
53 Trojan __
55 Leave hurriedly ... and, literally, 
what the first words of the answers 
to starred clues can do
60 Joint commonly sprained
62 __ facto
63 “__ a heart!”
64 Stout mug
65 Property claim
66 Biblical garden
67 __ four: small cake
68 “A __ of Two Cities”
69 Bird’s home

DOWN
1 High hair style
2 Active European volcano
3 Of the ears
4 Tablet
5 Sugary brewed drink
6 K, to a jeweler
7 Lesser of two __
8 Metric prefix
9 Kid in a military family
10 Observe
11 *Ingratiate oneself (with)
12 Norwegian capital
13 Ready to be kicked off
21 Gallop
22 Ltrs. in an unfilled TV time slot
26 Western treaty org.
27 Urged (on)
28 Gangster Frank in “Road to 
Perdition”
29 *Bargain hunter’s venue
30 Street eatery
31 Order from on high
32 Pink-slips
35 Debt-heavy corp. deals
36 Word in a thesaurus: Abbr.
39 Temporary Oktoberfest structure
40 “The Untouchables” gangster
43 Yukon automaker
45 Drink pourer’s words
47 Actor Stephen
49 Wellness gp.
51 Vintage photo hue
52 Painter’s stand
53 Hornet, e.g.
54 Poker bet that’s not optional
56 Highland garb
57 Florida’s Miami-__ County
58 Times to call, in ads
59 Apartment payment
61 52, in old Rome
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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