
By Ernie Williamson
Special to The Bulletin

It was a sweltering summer day, 
and I had been running errands.

After my last stop, I was looking 
forward to heading home with the 
air conditioning in my ramp van on 
high.

No such luck, however. 
In order to 

enter or exit 
my van in my 
wheelchair, I 
need room on 
the passenger 
side for the 
ramp to extend.  
There was no 
room to enter 

this time.  While I had been inside 
a store, a pickup truck had parked 
next to my van and was encroach-
ing on the painted hatched lines 
used to indicate a “van accessible” 
parking area. I could not get back 
into the van.

I waited outside for 30 minutes, 
then went inside several busi-
nesses in search of the pickup’s 

By B. A. Belthoff
Special to The Bulletin

Did you know there are over 
20,000 children within the foster care 
system in Texas?

When authorities are notified of a 
child in an unsafe or abusive home, 
children enter the Child Protective 
Services (CPS) system. A Court 
Appointed Special Advocate, or 
CASA, is assigned to represent 
these vulnerable children in court. 

Their role is to inform the judge of 
the child’s needs, and if necessary, 
advocate for them in school as well. 

April is Child Abuse Prevention 
month and to raise much needed 
funding, Gulf Coast CASA is 
partnering with the Brazoria County 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce in 
hosting their first CASA Casino Night 
Fundraiser on April 11. The fund-
raiser includes dinner, music, cash 
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I am a firm believer of preventive 
medicine. It is a lot cheaper than 
ignoring a problem for a long time 
and then trying to handle it. The goal 
is to stay healthy longer.

My parents died at a young 
age because they did not track 
their numbers for blood pressure, 
cholesterol, blood sugar levels and 
all the other numbers revealed by 

blood tests. My 
mother also 
smoked all her 
life, and my 
father smoked 
and drank 
heavily. Neither 

of them had any idea of how to keep 
track of calories or what foods were 
good or bad for you.

I have outlived both of them by 
three years now. The problem is that 
I don’t know what would have hap-
pened to them had they lived longer. 
Would they have started losing their 
hearing or eyesight? Would they 
have developed arthritis? Would 
they have gone senile?

Some members of my extended 
family have lived a long life, but 
the best examples of what I may 
be encountering later on in life are 
gone.

I have been keeping track of all 
my vitals, and everything is in order, 
except for my cholesterol, which 
was increasing over the years, no 
matter how much I exercised or 
what I ate. It’s down to normal now 
with the help of medicine, exercise 
and eating right.

Ramblings
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Waiting for you at Brazoria County Parks

Check out the latest county parks news on Pages 10-11

Hello Spring
Finding a ‘Van Accessible’ parking space is not that easy

owner.  I finally found him, explained 
the situation, and he moved his 
pickup. 

I am often asked what it’s like 
driving with hand controls. It’s really 
quite easy. Driving is not the prob-
lem. The problem is parking.  

Let me whine a bit. Incidents like 
the one above happen frequently.  
With some exceptions, I don’t think 
most drivers deliberately violate 
parking laws. They just don’t pay 
that much attention. I know I never 
did before my spinal cord disorder.

With that I mind, here’s what 
(Continued form Page 8)

Just another Luling Saturday night
By Edward Forbes
Special to The Bulletin

It was supposed to be a fun eve-
ning with friends. 

They were all classmates of my 
brother - Donnis Tomlin, Tommy 
Wells, John Wallace and Billy May. 
We had already acquired the paper 
route and a 1961 Chevrolet Bis-
cayne to deliver the papers. 

We had no specific plans, just the 
usual ride on Hwy. 90 from one end 
of town to the other.

We were cruising down Hwy. 90, 
approaching the intersection with 
Hwy. 183 when Tommy picked up 
a rolled newspaper we had left in 

the car. He saw a guy in the phone 
booth at Hendrick’s gas station and 
let it fly. The paper went into the 
phone booth with some poor guy.

“Tommy, what the hell are you 
doing” I yelled.

“I didn’t think I could make it,” he 
replied.

“Didn’t you stop to think that they 
will know where it came from as we 
throw that paper all over the entire 
town?” I asked.

The silence lasted about three 
minutes before we all had a laugh 
about the guy trying to levitate out 
of that phone booth. We kept on 
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UH, WHAT COULD YOU POSSIBLY WANT WITH ME, OFFI-
CER? A man, who had an ongoing dispute over a boathouse near his 
residence in New Richmond, Wisc., walked over to the structure late at 
night and set fire to it. He was caught when police followed his tracks in 
the snow that led right back to his home. The cops said he “looked as if 
he were a deer in headlights” when they showed up to speak to him

OOH, I JUST GOT AN IDEA FOR A ROMANTIC COMEDY: A 
man in Tulsa, Okla., said that he had an argument with his girlfriend and 
desperately needed to get to the airport to catch up with her, so he stole 
a Pepsi truck as the driver was unloading soda. The driver jumped out of 
the back when he felt his rig move, leaving a trail of sodas spilling out as 
the truck drove off.

YOU KNOW THIS IS ALL GOING INTO OUR REPORT, 
MA’AM: A woman, who was arrested for drunk driving after she crashed 
her car in Martin County, Fla., told police that she had been drinking 
vodka since 8 o’clock that morning. She had trouble figuring out how to 
unlock her doors or roll down the windows, unleashed a string of exple-
tives at police officers, and then started mooing at them like a cow.

OH, AND ONE MORE THING, MA’AM: A 27-year-old woman 
who stole a tractor in Kohoka, Mo., was also charged with possession of 
methamphetamine upon her arrest.

I WAS JUST CURIOUS, OK? A teenager, who is on trial for murder 
in Scotland, used his iPhone to Google “How do police find DNA.”

I THOUGHT WE HAD AN UNDERSTANDING: A man bought 
gas at a self-service convenience store in Manitowoc, Wisc., and drove 
off without paying for the 23rd time. He explained to arresting officers that 
he has a “layaway plan” with the store chain and always pays for the gas 
“eventually.” Actually, he did pay for some of the drive-offs, but he still 
owes a total of $803.90 for 14 of them.

WHO ARE YOU CALLING A DRUNK? A drunk woman went 
berserk when she lost money in a pinball machine at a bowling alley in 
Plainfield Township, Pa., punching the glass on the machine, refusing to 
leave when ordered to do so, and requesting more alcohol instead. She 
then threw a cup of water into an employee’s face, and walked out. A cop 
caught up with her a short distance away, and determined that she was 
“manifestly under the influence of alcohol to the point (that) she was a 
danger to herself or others.”

GREAT LUNCH, GOTTA RUN: A pregnant moose entered a hos-
pital in Anchorage, Alaska, through an automatic door, grazed on some 
plants in the lobby for about 10 minutes, and walked out.

bar and an auction. 
The $50 admission gives attend-

ees dinner and $10,000 in chips to 
play casino games. Those wishing 
to double down can sponsor a table 
of eight for $1,000. 

Table attendees will enjoy dinner 
– with wine on the table, and have 
their logo printed in the evening’s 
program, as well as on marketing 
material produced for the event. 
Everyone at the table will also 
receive $10,000 in game chips. 

CASA does not receive a lot of 

funding, so fundraising events such 
as Casino Night are critical to being 
able to cover the living needs of 
children within CPS in Brazoria, 
Wharton and Matagorda counties.

“Abuse has no boundaries of 
culture or creed,” said Gulf Coast 
CASA Recruiter/Trainer Marian 
Bullard. 

According to CASA’s website, 
each day 56 children in Texas are 
removed from an unsafe home. 
If placing the child with a family 
member isn’t an option, then the 
child is placed in foster care.

Ms. Bullard hopes to raise money 
and awareness.

“I hope a lot of people show up to 
learn about Gulf Coast CASA and 
become aware of our needs and the 
good that we do. We need dona-
tions to properly provide for these 
children, and we need advocate 
volunteers,” she said. 

Currently, the child-to-advocate 
ratio is almost three to one. Ms. 
Bullard would like to see that ratio 
become one-to-one. 

“Being an advocate doesn’t 
require that much time,” Ms. Bul-
lard said, “just passion.” She also 
mentioned that advocates receive 
comprehensive training. 

Don’t miss your chance to make 
a difference at CASA’s Casino night 
on April 11 from 6-10 p.m. at the 
Courtyard by Marriot, 159 Highway 
288, Lake Jackson.

Can’t attend CASA’s Casino 
Night? You can still make a 

significant impact on a child’s life 
by making a monetary donation or 
becoming a volunteer advocate. 

To help CASA help children, 
please send checks payable to Gulf 
Coast CASA, 104 W. Myrtle Street, 

Suite 207, Angleton, Texas, 77515, 
or call about becoming an advocate. 

More information can be found at 
Texascasa.org, Gulf Coast CASA’s 
Facebook page, or by calling the 
office at (979) 308-4576.  

Be part of CASA’s Casino Night, and help mistreated children
(Continued from Page 1)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

WORDS AND PRESIDENTS
Q. Presidents’ Day in the U.S. 

has come and gone, but words 
linger, associated with specific 
presidents.  “Watergate,” you may 
know, relates to Richard M. Nixon 
and the scandal involving abuse of 
office and cover-up that brought on 
his resignation.  Can you name the 
president and his connection with 
“teddy bear,” “O.K.” and “sockdol-
ager”?

A. “Teddy bear” is linked to 
Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt, 26th 
President and avid hunter, says Anu 
Garg on his “A.Word.A.Day” web-
site.  As the story goes, on a hunting 
trip when Roosevelt was unable to 
find an animal to kill, his compan-
ions tied a black bear to a tree for 
him to shoot.  Roosevelt refused, 
but the event inspired a toymaker 
to create a stuffed bear, calling it 
“Teddy’s bear.”  It sold.

“O.K.” was already an abbrevia-
tion for “oll korrect” (“all correct”) 
when supporters of Martin Van 
Buren adopted it as a nickname for 
his 1840 re-election campaign.  O.K. 
was short for “Old Kinderhook,” a 
town in New York where Van Buren 
was born.  Since then, the two-letter 
word has lived on “not only in the 
English language but in most of the 

languages around the world.”
Finally, “sockdolager,” meaning 

“a decisive blow” or “something 
exceptional,” is the cue on which 
John Wilkes Booth fired his gun at 
Abraham Lincoln as the president 
watched “Our American Cousin” 
at Ford’s Theater.  Being an actor, 
Booth knew the line in the play that 
elicited the loudest laughter, and 
he fired his gun “at that precise 
moment to muffle the loud noise of 
his shot with the guffaws from the 
audience.”

MUSCLES AND FEELINGS
Q. Does it take more muscles to 

frown or to smile?
A. To smile. It takes at least three 

pairs of muscles to pull the lips into 
a frown, but it takes a minimum of 
five pairs to pull the lips into a smile, 
reports “How It Works: Book of 
Amazing Science.”  The face con-
tains 43 muscles, attached to bone 
or sheets of tissue and, “unlike any 
other muscles in the body, they join 
directly to the skin at the other end.”

With the three facial muscle 
groups — orbital, nasal and oral 
— we can blink and wink, pull the 
eyebrows together, flare the nostrils, 
purse and pucker the lips, smile and 
frown, and more. Taken together, 
these enable us to convey four core 
expressions:  happiness, sadness, 
fear and anger, and over 20 com-

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

bined expressions.
Now we can all smile about that.
MATH, CONJECTURE AND 

SOFAS
Q. Calling all math whizzes: 

What do the Collatz Conjecture and 
the Moving Sofa Problem have in 
common?

A. They are both classic prob-
lems in mathematics that are easy 
to state and understand but have so 
far eluded proof.

 The Collatz Conjecture goes like 
this: “Start with any positive integer. 
If it is even, divide it by 2. If it is odd, 
multiply it by 3, then add 1. Take the 
result and continue the process over 
and over.  Eventually you will reach 
the number 1.”  First proposed in 
1937, it has been computer-veri-
fied up to very large numbers. Yet, 
despite efforts by the world’s best 
mathematicians, no air-tight proof 
has been found.

The Moving Sofa Problem, dating 
from 1966, was inspired by the chal-
lenges of moving furniture:  “What is 
the largest-area shape that can be 
maneuvered around a right-angle 
(L-shaped) corner in a corridor of a 
given width.”  No tilting of the sofa is 
allowed.

 Think of the problem in terms of 
a floor plan on a flat sheet of paper. 
The largest-area solution currently 
known is for the sofa to have a 
shape (viewed from above) reminis-
cent of an old-fashioned telephone 
handset. This solution yields an 
area of 2.2195 square meters for a 
corridor 1 meter wide.  The largest 
possible area has been dubbed 
the “sofa constant,” falling between 
2.2195 and 2.37. But its exact value 
remains unknown.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?
• More than 15 billion cigarettes 

are smoked worldwide every day.
• Humans spend a third of their 

entire lives sleeping. A total of about 
25 years.

• More than 1 billion people 
around the world do not have 
access to fresh water.

• Looking at cute pictures of ani-
mals while working can make you 
more productive.

• Spiders are able to walk on 
water. They can also breathe under 
water.
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I had colon polyps removed 
before they turned cancerous. I 
can thank my wife Sharon and my 
general practitioner for pushing me 
into getting a colonoscopy.

I have written about that in 
previous columns and hope that all 
of you 50 and over have already 
gotten one. It may save your life, 
like it saved mine.

“When was the last time we had 
an eye exam?” I asked Sharon. It 
seemed to be more than a year ago. 

We called our optometrist. She 
is young, knowledgeable and has 
a very good attitude. We talk about 
our kids. Hers are still little. Ours 
are grown and living their own lives. 
It takes a while to get through the 
examination.

She has been taking photographs 
of my eyes and had warned me that 
the right eye seems to have some 

early signs of macular degeneration. 
Each year she takes another photo 
and compares it to the previous 
ones. 

Macular degeneration can lead 
to near-blindness, but there are 
ways to slow its progress naturally 
by reducing stress, eating right and 
taking vitamins. For people who 
have early AMD in both eyes, about 
14 percent will develop late AMD in 
at least one eye after 10 years.

That’s not good news. I can’t put 
out a paper if I can’t see. 

“I just need 10 more years of 
good vision,” I told her. I really don’t 
know how many years I need, but 
10 seems like a good number. “Do 
you think I can last that long?”

She dilated my pupils, looked into 
them with some fancy equipment, 
took another set of photos, and then 
I went back to the waiting room, 
where Sharon and I engaged the 

other patients there in an interesting 
conversation ranging from the cold 
weather, to current events, to the 
Vietnam War. One of the men wait-
ing fought in it and is now suffering 
from the effects of Agent Orange.

We exchanged some war stories 
- his personal experience and mine 
from what my son, Bobby, told me 
about his encounters in Afghani-
stan. Everybody in the waiting room 
joined in.

Then it was time to get the word 
on what is going on with my right 
eye.

We looked at the photos together. 
The doctor was all smiles. The AMD 
has not progressed. “Keep eating 
right and take these vitamins,” she 
said as she handed me a handful of 
samples.

“So, I’m O.K. for the next 10 
years?” I asked.

“Or the next 20. Everything looks 
good. We’ll look at it again next 
year.”

Aced it.
Take good care of yourself, dear 

reader. Your life is precious, and 
your continued health will allow you 
to enjoy your golden years for a 
very long time.

And all you younger readers, if 
you take good care of your body 
now, it will take good care of you 
later. I have seen it with my very 
own eyes. (I couldn’t resist.)

My visit to the optometrist turned out to be an eye-opener
(Continued from Page 1)
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The year was 1968, and Marilyn 
Browning was living a busy, but 
fulfilling, life. A daughter in one of 
Lake Jackson’s original pioneer 
families, she was now happily mar-
ried to the man of her dreams and 
embracing being the mother of their 
five children.

However, she had dreams of 
earning a college education.

So, when Brazosport Col-
lege opened its doors and began 
welcoming students to its Freeport 
campus, she jumped at the chance 
of being able to attend a college 
close to home.

A couple of years later, Marilyn 
not only earned an Associate of 
Arts degree, she also became an 
important name in the history of 
Brazosport College.

Marilyn was a member of Brazo-
sport College’s inagural graduating 
class in 1970. In fact, she was the 
second person to walk across the 
stage and accept a degree. A total of 
25 students graduated on that day in 
late May.

Technically, Marilyn and those 
24 other students attended and 
graduated from Brazosport Junior 
College, but the name was short-
ened to Brazosport College when 
the campus moved to its current 
Lake Jackson location less than a 
year later.

“I was in the first class to gradu-

ate from Brazosport College,and I 
certainly take some pride in that,” 
Marilyn said.

“I was also blessed to be the first 
Distinguished Student to graduate 
from Brazosport College, by virtue 
of the fact that my last name started 
with a ‘B’ and there wasn’t anyone 
with an ‘A,’” she added with a laugh.

Marilyn has plenty of memories 
of her time at Brazosport College, 
including some of the challenges 
she overcame to attend the school.

“It was a new frontier for me 
because I was 30 when I started,” 
she said. “I didn’t even know how 
to drive, so I had to catch rides with 
people to get to class. Eventually, I 
did learn to drive, but it wasn’t until 
after I had graduated.

“But I was probably better pre-
pared to go to college at that time 
than I would have been when I was 
younger,” she added. “I was much 
more focused and dedicated.”

For Marilyn, earning a degree 
from Brazosport College wasn’t only 
about achieving a lifelong goal, it 
was also an opportunity to provide a 
little extra security for her family.

“I already had five children when 
I went to Brazosport College, but 
I had total cooperation from my 
parents, my husband’s parents and 
my husband, Glenn,” she said. “He 
paid the tuition and believed it was 
a good investment. In case anything 

ever happened to him, I would have 
an education.”

It was an investment that defi-
nitely paid off.

After graduating from Brazosport 
College, Marilyn went on to earn her 
Bachelor of Elementary Education 
from the University of Houston, 
which paved the way for a 32-year 
teaching career. Although a majority 
of her career was with Brazosport 
ISD — many will fondly remember 
her as a first-grade teacher at T.W. 
Ogg Elementary School in Clute 
— she also spent time working for 
Sweeny and Angleton ISDs.

“It was always a dream of mine 
to teach,” Marilyn said. “But I also 
became very interested in psychol-
ogy while at Brazosport College. 
That ended up being my minor once 
I went off to the University of Hous-
ton. Having a minor in psychology 

really serves you well as a teacher.”
Today, Marilyn is 82 years old and 

has lived in the area for 77 years. 
She’s an important figure in Lake 
Jackson history, as her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs.Theo Newsom, are among 
the city’s pioneers. As a member 
of the one of Lake Jackson’s first 
families, Marilyn has witnessed the 
tremendous growth of both Brazoria 
County and Brazosport College 
through the years.

“This college is so beautiful,” 
she said during a recent visit to the 
school. “There have been so many 
additions to this campus. Brazosport 
College has changed as much as 
Lake Jackson has.”

One thing that hasn’t changed, 
however, is the love story between 
Marilyn and Glenn. The couple has 
celebrated 66 years of marriage, 
raised a family and is now having a 

blast spoiling their 19 grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 

“We’ve been very fortunate,” 
she said. “He made sure all of his 
children and his wife received a 
higher education, but he never went 
to college.

“And he is way smarter than I 
am,” she added with a smile.

Looking back, it’s been 50 years 
since Marilyn nervously stepped 
onto the Brazosport College campus 
with a dream of working toward a 
college education. Today, she is 
enjoying a well-earned retirement, 
while being a prime example of what 
can be achieved with dedication and 
hard work. 

“I was at the right place at the 
right time,” she said of the decision 
to enroll at Brazosport College. “I’m 
very thankful that God provided me 
the opportunity to do it.”

Marilyn Browning poses for a photo recently in the Brazosport College 
Student Pavilion. Insert: One of Marilyn Browning’s college photos. 
She was the second person to graduate in 1970 after enrolling in the 
college’s initial class of 1968.

Marilyn Browning, long-time educator, fondly remembers walking in BC’s first graduation in ‘70
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Port Freeport recognizes partners Tenaris, Jetco Delivery for their environmental stewardship
Port Freeport commissioners 

recently awarded Tenaris and Jetco 
Delivery with “The Environmental 
Stewardship Award”.

 The award recognizes both 

partners for their utilization of the 
Freeport heavy-lift corridor (HLC) as 
part of their operations.

“The Port Commission is proud to 
recognize our partners that support 

the vision of positive economic 
impact while improving the quality 
of life and creating jobs in our local 
communities,” said Port Com-
mission Chairman Paul Kresta.  
“The entire community benefits 
from fewer trucks on the road and 
reduced emissions.”

The commencement of opera-
tions at the Tenaris plant in Bay City 
has brought over 700 jobs to the 
community.  The use of the heavy-
lift corridor for transporting steel 
pipe and bars from Port Freeport to 
Tenaris offers a 40% reduction in 
the number of trucks required.  

Since Jetco Delivery and Tenaris 
began utilizing the HLC in July 
2018, over 6,500 permits have been 
issued resulting in an approximate 
2,600 trucks being taken off the 
road. 

Based upon analysis from the 
Houston Galveston Area Council, 
use of the corridor also results in 2.1 
million pounds of CO2 reduction per 
year and approximately 4.5 tons of 
NOx per year. Permit fee revenue is 
used to help fund highway mainte-
nance through the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation.

“We applaud the vision and effort 
demonstrated by Port Freeport, 
Tenaris and other stakeholders to 
establish the HLC. Jetco Deliv-
ery is proud and thankful to be a 
participant,” said Jetco Delivery 
CEO Brian Fielkow.  “The HLC is 
proof that you can efficiently deliver 
greater amounts of cargo with fewer 
trucks as long as you have the 
properly trained employees, correct 
equipment and an unconditional 
commitment to safety as a non-
negotiable core value. Everybody 
wins.”  

The Freeport heavy-lift corridor 
was established eight years ago 
by Texas House Bill 1305 which 
was authored by Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen and supported by Sena-
tor Joan Huffman. In 2015, House 
Bill 1321 expanded the corridor to 
include two more roads in Freeport 
and four more in Sweeny.

Michael Wilson, Port Freeport 
director of economic development 

and mobility, was also presented 
The PORT Award for his role in 
overseeing the implementation of 
the heavy-lift corridor.  Wilson has 
not only helped facilitate several 
partnerships that utilize the heavy-
lift corridor, but also assisted in the 
deployment of an electronic permit-
ting system.

“The coordination between Port 

Freeport and its partners, coupled 
with the support of our state leg-
islators, has resulted in a winning 
outcome for all stakeholders,” said 
Port Freeport Executive Director/
CEO Phyllis Saathoff. “The heavy-
lift corridor is an innovative solution 
that has a positive impact on the 
economic and environmental vitality 
of our region.”

 Port Freeport Commission and Executive Director/CEO, Phyllis 
Saathoff, present Brian Fielkow, CEO of Jetco Delivery, and Brittany 
Schaeffer, Tenaris Community Relations, with The Environmental 
Stewardship Award.

NEWRENOVATIONS
FENCE COMPANY

We Specialize in Fences
Privacy Custom Fences Chain Link
Farm & Ranch Custom Gates

Call us today for a FREE estimate
(979)900-7437 www.newrenovations.net

5�
YEAR

WARRANTY
ON ALL�
WORK

5-Year Warranty on All Work



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   March 26, 2019    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

My name is Barbra, I enjoy your weekly Bulletin.
Your article on Shingles and the Shingles shot came to my attention.
I developed shingles Feb. 1, and after hundreds of dollars on medicines 

and horrible pain I still have not recovered. The nerve pain I have might not 
ever go away.

The best I can describe is like the ELECTRIC CHAIR EVERY FEW MIN-
UTES. GET THE SHOT. 

I believe after the second shot this will last a life time.
If I ever get over the shingles, I will take the shots. I have a friend who has 

had shingles two times.
Barbra Gilbert

Letter to the Editor
Reader comments on Shingles column

going `til we passed the Blackwell’s 
Dairy Mart and turned left, driving 
past schools and the football field. 

We drove on residential streets 
back to Hwy.183, left to Hwy. 90 
and headed back over our last 
path. At some point, a local tough 
with a Corvair Monza Spyder drove 
by us, and either John or Billy 
yelled: “What a piece of crap.”

The Corvair’s driver took offense 
and began pursuing us, dogging 
our trail and gesturing for us to pull 
over. The word spread and soon 

many other cars were following us. 
We went down by the football 

field, and I finally pulled over. I told 
Donnis, Tommy, Billy and John to 
stay in the car.

The Monza’s driver was slightly 
built, about 5’ 9 or 5`10 tall and 
wore big old work boots. An older 
guy, he was known to use speed 
and boots. He had a reputation as 
a tough and frequent fighter.

“I want whoever in the back seat 
who smarted off about my car,” he 
said.

I had already assumed the role 

of protector for younger kids at 
home, and this carried over to the 
younger guys in my car. “I’m driving 
the car; the kids in the back were 
just mouthing off,” I replied.

“I don’t care. I want them out 
here now,” he insisted.

I assured him that wasn’t going 
to happen, and he assured me that 
if it didn’t, he was going to kick my 
butt. 

“I don’t want to fight you, but I’m 
not going to let one of these little 
guys get out here with you, either,” 
I told him.

About this time Luise Tiller and a 
bunch of others rushed up. “Eddie, 
you don’t want to fight this guy. 
He’s bad news,” they warned.

“I don’t want to fight him, but 
he’s not given me much choice,” I 
replied.

I didn’t want to fight, didn’t want 
to get beat up, but didn’t want to 
back down either.

After Louise negotiated, the 
tough guy agreed that he would let 
it slide. He came over and shook 
my hand, which surprised me. 

Whenever I saw him after that, 
he would nod at me. I don’t remem-

ber any conversations, but he was 
always cordial. 

I don’t remember who all was 
with Louise in her station wagon or 
any of other cars that pulled up to 
the scene, but I was glad they did.

I don’t remember the rest of that 
evening, but I’m sure we bought 
drinks at the Dairy Mart and split a 
couple of orders of fries. 

The rest was peaceful and a 
normal Luling Saturday night.

We were cruising around in Luling on a Saturday night
(Continued from Page 1)

Fox News hires Democratic strategist
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Fox News has hired longtime 
Democratic strategist Donna Brazile 
as an on-air contributor.

Brazile will appear across all 
Fox News programs in daytime 
and prime time, the network has 
announced. 

Brazile, who served as interim 
head of the Democratic National 
Committee in 2016 and cam-

paign manager for Al Gore’s 2000 
presidential campaign, immediately 
becomes the highest-profile Demo-
cratic talking head on Fox News.

Brazile said in a statement 
that she is taking on the role on a 
network that has been demonized 
by the Democratic Party because 
she wants to promote more civil 
discourse in the politically polarized 
landscape.
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ADVANCED�
SKID STEER�
SERVICES

Brush Hog For Clearing Land,
House Pads, Driveways,
Auger For Digging Holes
Up To 36” Wide & 10’ Feet.
Call (979)-900-7437 for
Our Great Rates

A handicapped space with an adjacent aisle is a welcome sight for those 
in vans with ramps. 

Why is it often hard to find a ‘Van Accessible’ parking spot?
(Continued from Page 1)

you need to know about accessible 
parking. 

There are two types of accessible 
parking spots. One has the blue and 
white “Reserved Parking” signage 
with the international symbol of 
accessibility. These are for people in 
cars who have health problems and 
don’t require wheelchairs or people 
with wheelchairs who don‘t use a lift 
or ramp. 

These accessible parking spaces, 
according to the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, must have at least a 
60-inch-wide access aisle adjacent 

to the parking space. The aisle has 
hatched lines to discourage parking 
and is wide enough to permit a 
person with a wheelchair or walker 
to enter or exit the car. These aisles, 
however, are not wide enough for 
vans with lifts or ramps. 

The other type of accessible 
parking spot has a similar blue sign 
except at the bottom are the words 
“van accessible.”  These are for 
ramp vans. This access aisle must 
be wider - 96 inches - to accommo-
date persons with disabilities who 
use a ramp or lift to get in or out of 
their vehicle. 

The ADA also sets standards for 
the minimum number of accessible 
parking spots per lot. For example:  
A lot with 300 spots requires 7 
accessible spaces. The law also 
requires that one of eight acces-
sible parking spaces, but always at 
least one, must be van accessible.  
So the lot with 300 spaces needs 
6 accessible spaces and one van 
accessible space. Got it?

Given all these rules, why do I 
find it so difficult to find a proper 
parking place?

First, I suspect many folks abuse 
the system.  A disabled parking 
placard or plate is only valid when 
being used by the person with the 
disability or someone who is driv-
ing the person with the disability.  
Violators can be fined up to $1,250 
and/or up to 50 hours of community 
service.

I have suspected some people of 
abusing the system but have never 
confronted them for one reason:  
People with disabilities don’t always 
look disabled. Heart conditions, for 

example, aren’t always apparent. 
The other reason I have trouble 

finding parking is that my ramp van 
requires a “van accessible” space.  
As explained earlier, there are fewer 
of these spots and people who have 
legitimate disability permits, but 
don’t have a van, often use the “van 
accessible” spots even when other 
spots for the disabled are available.

There is no law against this, nor 
should there be. One suggestion:  
People with disabled plates or plac-
ards should pay closer attention to 

the type of reserved parking spaces 
they are taking. 

The irony of not being able to find 
an empty “van accessible” spot is 
that I end up parking in a regular 
(not reserved) space where nobody 
will pull up beside me and prevent 
me from deploying the ramp. This 
often means I am farther away from 
my destination than everybody else. 

Forgive my whining.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com)

The Seattle Times (TNS)
In the wake of two fatal crashes of Boeing’s new 737 

MAX 8, the Federal Aviation Administration faces growing 
criticism for delegating much of the safety certification of 
the aircraft to the aerospace company itself.

Some of the agency’s own engineers complained they 
were pressured to hand off too much safety analysis 
to Boeing on a new flight control system for the MAX, 

and that system is suspected of playing a role in both 
October’s Lion Air crash and the Ethiopian Airlines crash 
March 10.

Investigations of the FAA’s decision-making process on 
the MAX are expected to be at the center of an investiga-
tion by the inspector general’s office at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation, and a federal grand jury is also 
looking into the matter.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing & wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Hay
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees and sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs, and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Paddlers invited to help clean Oyster 
Creek as part of annual Trash Bash
The Houston-Galveston Area Council’s Rivers, Lakes, Bays ‘N Bayous 

Trash Bash, the largest single-day waterway clean-up event in Texas, is held 
each spring in continuation of its mission to clean up and promote a healthy 
Galveston Bay Watershed. 

This year, the H-GAC has included Oyster Creek as one of the clean-up 
sites. This is a great chance for the Brazoria County Paddlers Club to give a 
little back to the community. 

Registration will be on March 30, from 8-8:30 a.m. at Dunbar Park in Lake 
Jackson, and around 9 a.m. we will launch in the park and paddle up and 
down the creek cleaning up trash that others can’t reach from the shore. 

Bags will be provided to collect the trash. It is requested that you bring 
gloves or a mechanical grabber for your protection. 

The group will return to the dock around 11 a.m. to pack up, clean up, and 
make it back to the pavilion for lunch, door prizes, and activities scheduled 
by the H-GAC.

Bring your own boat, or borrow one of ours on a first-come, first-served 
basis. 

Must complete, or already have on file, a copy of our liability release form 
for 2019 (can be found on our website). For information or reservations call 
(979) 864-1152, or email mikem@brazoria-county.com.

The Trash Bash event benefits waterways across southern Texas.

New sign installed at S.F.A County Park

The facility improvements continue at Stephen F. Austin County Park. 
We’re proud to present our new signage, ready to welcome you to one of 
the area’s many historical sites. The park is open to visitors Wednesday 
through Sunday, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Earlier this month, the Brazoria County Paddler’s club spent the morning 
kayaking along the San Bernard River. Whether you’re an experienced 
paddler, or just looking to get started, you can find more information 
about our kayaking trips on our website, brazoriacountyparks.org.

Come paddle on the San Bernard with us
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Parks Department schedule of events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, March 30, 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m.: H-GAC Trash 
Bash. The Houston-Galveston 
Area Council’s Rivers, Lakes, 
Bays ‘N Bayous Trash Bash, 
the largest single-day waterway 
clean-up event in Texas, is held 
each spring in continuation 
of its mission to clean up and 
promote a healthy Galveston 
Bay Watershed. Registration 
will be from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
at Dunbar Park in Lake Jack-
son, and around 9 a.m. we will 
launch in the park and paddle 
up and down the creek cleaning 
up trash that others can’t reach 
from the shore. Bring your own 
boat, or borrow one of ours. 
For information or reservations, 
call (979) 864-1152, or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Tuesdays through Sun-
days in April, 8:30 a.m. to 4:
30 p.m.: Spring Nature Celebra-
tion at Quintana Beach County 
Park. During the entire month of 
April, Quintana Beach County 
Park will host various bird-watch-
ing opportunities throughout the 
park, alongside special exhibits 
by the Gulf Coast Bird Obser-
vatory inside of the Discovery 
Event Center. For more informa-
tion about upcoming exhibits and 

discussions, please call the park at 
(979) 233-1461.

Saturday, April 13, 9 a.m. to 
noon: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Spring 
Clean-Up. Volunteers gather at 9 
a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a 
general beach clean-up.  Dress for 
the weather and bring along some 
water.  Supplies provided; lunch 
afterward.  For more information, 
contact the coordinators, Mike 
at (979)864-1152 (Surfside Jetty 
County Park) or Patty at (979) 233-
1461 (Quintana).

Sunday, April 14, 2 to 5 p.m.: 
History Talks, Tactical Intrigue in 
the Texas Revolution. Staff will 
discuss the tactical missteps of the 
Texas Revolution and the possible 
reasons some of them came about. 
What really happened to Fannin’s 
abortive attempt at relieving the 
Alamo defenders? Who was at fault 
at Refugio? Could Houston’s army 
have withstood a counter-attack 
after San Jacinto? For more infor-
mation, call the Stephen F. Austin 
park at (979) 849-5965.  

Saturday, April 20, 11 a.m. 
to noon: EarthQuest Birds of Prey 
Presentation at Quintana Beach 
County Park. Get an up close and 
personal look at a variety of regal 
birds thanks to our visitors from the 
EarthQuest Birds of Prey Educa-

tional Program. Due to the nature 
of the program, featuring free 
flying birds, please arrive early 
so that everyone may be seated 
before the program begins. Meet 
in the day-use area of the park. 
Please do not bring pets or food 
to this event. Seating may be 
limited, so bring a lawn chair if 
you like. For more information, 
please call the park at (979) 
233-1461.

Saturday, April 20, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Spring Paddling Event 
#3. Come join the Small Water-
craft Club as it holds a paddling 
event on one of the waterways 
in Brazoria County. Bring your 
own boat or borrow one of ours.  
Location to be announced. For 
information or reservations, 
call (979) 864-1152 or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.com

Sunday, May 12, 2 to 5 
p.m.: History Talks, New fangled 
Contraptions. The industrial revo-
lution was huge in New England. 
In early Texas, it was surprisingly 
relevant. Bring your thinking 
cap and add to the dialog as we 
explore the impact and failure, 
of new technology in Austin’s 
Colony. For more information, 
call the Stephen F. Austin park at 
(979) 849-5965.  

Birding opportunities galore at Quintana
As a compliment to the Spring Fling held at the Quintana Neotropical Bird 

Sanctuary, and the Migration Celebration held at the San Bernard National 
Wildlife Refuge, Quintana Beach County Park will be hosting a multitude 
of seasonal activities inside of the park, for both campers and the visiting 
public. 

Views of the fresh water pond area will be available from inside the 
Discovery Event Center, as well as from the deck below. Of course, birds can 
be viewed from anywhere in the park, and on the beach during park day-use 
hours. 

Brazoria County is one of the first stops on the Central Migratory Flyway 
in North America. You will see birds not normally seen in the area; many very 
colorful. 

In addition, there will be exhibits by the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory, and 
other local wildlife entities inside the Discovery Event Center, alongside other 
presentations, with subjects, dates, and times to be announced later.

New and seasoned birders, families, and youth groups should take full 
advantage of all of these free events. 

The Discovery Event Center will be open Tuesdays through Sundays for 
the entire month of April from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. each day.

Indian paintbrush can often be found welcoming Brazoria County into 
the spring season.
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March 30
April 13, April 27 

9am - 3pm

In Caroline’s defense, though, his 
coaches did tell him he needed to 
attack the glass more.

Watch your wallet
Best bet to score a bloated NFL 

contract this fall? Ex-LSU corner-
back Greedy Williams.

Five-star scholar
A Georgia high-school girl says 

she has been accepted to 31 col-
leges.

It’d be 297, but she doesn’t play 
football.

Out of character
And from the Sometimes These 

Items Just Write Themselves file 
comes word that Patriots “character 
coach” Jack Easterby has resigned 
after six seasons.

Trail to nowhere
Eight Trail Blazers got stuck for 

a half-hour inside an elevator fol-
lowing a morning shoot-around at 
Boston’s Emerson College.

Looks like Portland could use a 
little work on its transition game.

Instant preplay
Japanese startup Vaak claims it 

has developed artificial-intelligence 
software that identifies shoplifters 
– based on their body language 
– before they actually steal.

Mariners opponents plan to test it 
out on Dee Gordon this season.

Hey, bettor, bettor
Yankee Stadium could soon host 

sports betting if New York legisla-
tors pass pending legislation.

If the Reds covet a parlor of their 
own, “The Rose Garden” has a nice 
ring to it.

Embarrassment of riches
First, Clemson unleashes QB 

prodigy Trevor Lawrence and now a 
South Carolinian wins a $1.5 billion 
lottery jackpot.

Why does one state get to be so 
lucky?

Don’t take the stares
Atlanta Hawks rookie Trae Young 

drew his second technical foul of 
the game – and an automatic ejec-
tion – because he stared down the 
Bulls’ Kris Dunn.

With apologies to Led Zeppe-
lin, he was buying a stare-way to 
heavin’.

Getting a grip
Red Sox knuckleballer Steven 

Wright has been suspended 80 
games for using PEDs.

Apparently the deep finger dents 
on the baseballs were a dead 
giveaway.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER
State, Minot (N.D.) State and some 
other colleges are adding cannabis 
studies to their curriculum.

Can’t wait to look up at the 
TV screen this fall when State 
U’s defensive starters are being 
introduced and see “Medicinal Plant 
Chemistry major” pop up under 
some guy’s picture.

He’s boxing out
Frustrated Nevada basketball 

star Jordan Caroline punched a fire-
extinguisher case after his team’s 
upset loss at Utah State, shattering 
the pane.

Hidden-ball trick? How about 
an entire player?

Pitcher Dave Brown of the Negro 
Leagues’ New York Lincoln Giants 
– one of 101 players featured in 
Jason Novak’s upcoming book 
“Baseball Epic: Famous and For-
gotten Lives of the Dead Ball Era” 
–allegedly killed a man in a 1925 
bar fight, putting the FBI on his trail.

He was never found.
Go, fight, whatever

Northern Michigan, Colorado 

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Gambling is not how to spend your money
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

 Q: Why doesn’t God let me win 
the lottery? It sure would solve my 
family’s financial problems, but 
so far I’ve won very little, and I’m 
actually in the hole for the year. 
- Mrs. M.H.

A: Frankly, if you write me a 
year from now, I suspect you’ll say 
almost exactly the same thing; 
statistically, very few people ever 
win the lottery the way you hope 
you will.

Gambling of any kind is not 
encouraged by the Bible - and one 
reason, I believe, is because gam-
bling is almost always driven by 
greed. Instead of being disciplined 
and wise with our money, we 
gamble some of it away, hoping 
we’ll end up getting more - without 
actually working for it. But instead, 
we become like the people the 
prophet Haggai wrote about: “You 
earn wages, only to put them in a 

purse with holes in it” (Haggai 1:6).
Perhaps God hasn’t let you win 

because He knows this isn’t how 
you need to overcome your finan-
cial problems. Instead, He wants 
you to use your money wisely. 
Make a realistic budget - and stick 
to it. If you need help, ask Him to 
guide you to someone you can 
trust who understands financial 
matters. (Your pastor may be able 
to suggest someone.)

Don’t trust some “get rich quick” 
scheme to solve your financial 
problems. Wouldn’t you be better 
off if you’d saved the money you’ve 
gambled away and applied it 
instead to your debts? The Bible 
wisely says, “Whoever gathers 
money little by little makes it grow” 
(Proverbs 13:11).

The most important thing you 
can do, however, is to put your life 
into Christ’s hands and trust Him 
with your future - including your 
finances. God loves you, and even 
in hard times His love never fails.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 ACROSS
1 Studio department
8 Fills with mortar, as tile
14 Invite
15 Traditional slow cooker
16 1963 Best Actor
17 ‘70s-’80s sitcom roommate
18 “By all means!”
19 Central California county
20 Contract details

21 Slips on
22 Put down
23 Latin I word
24 Pen output
25 __ warning
26 Formulation in Newton’s “Prin-
cipia”
30 Jokingly
31 “Coming Out of the Dark” singer
35 Height is an exception to it

37 Stylish beach resorts
40 Sanctuary part
41 Eponymous 2001 album
42 MBA subject
43 Part of a name on the 1989 
album “Dr. Feelgood”
44 Congo jungle denizen
46 Sprint and others
48 Ice cream baron William
49 NSA home
50 “You had your chance!”
51 Certain permit holder
52 Pitching pro?
53 Mahmoud’s PLO predecessor
54 Lose freshness

DOWN
1 First person indicator
2 Without dissent
3 Rundown areas
4 Revered emblem
5 Brown is one of them
6 Triage basis
7 Lab warning
8 First, second and third
9 Norah’s dad
10 Like solitaire
11 Hue and cry
12 Uvula neighbor
13 Regular
15 “Paradise Lost” style
19 Bart Simpson’s grandma
21 One whose business is growing
24 No gentle giant
25 Novel ending
27 First book of the Great Plains 
trilogy
28 Key chain attachments
29 “Say no more”
32 Roller coaster named for a 
mountain
33 Like some storage shelves
34 Wetsuit material
36 Sonata, e.g.
37 Heave
38 Summer beverage
39 Middle Eastern stuffed vegetable 
dishes
43 Software whiz
44 They’re often involved in murders
45 Serf of Sparta
47 Mr. Peanut trademark
48 Doofus
50 Touch and go?
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
EGRET  EAGLE  GOOSE  RAVEN  CRANE  FINCH  HERON  ROBIN
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keep your promises, your promise 
will be fulfilled. In the upcoming 
week, you may have a chance to 
prove that you are loyal and true 
blue. Your best bet is to focus on 
joint finances and long-term fiscal 
security.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Work behind the scenes and stay 
out of the spotlight. Concentrate 
your energies on making those in 
the family circle happy as this week 
unfolds. Put effort into building a 
firm foundation that can stand the 
test of time.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In 
the week ahead, you may have an 
opportunity to prove that you are 
loyal to your employer, co-workers 
or company. Don’t be distracted by 
an attractive acquaintance or give in 
to a restless desire for adventure.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You may be energized and have 
great business sense when working 
on group projects. However, you 
might spend too much money on 
coffee and snacks and fritter away 
your pennies. Focus on thrift this 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Your 
burgeoning energy is best used to 
prepare for every contingency this 
week. A new start is right around the 
corner, but you might find it difficult 
to shrug off problems at home or 
with your career for a few days.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 
may be feeling your oats as this 
week unfolds. You can use your 
extra energy to impress your partner 
or to take constructive actions. Use 
good judgment to handle the most 
difficult tasks with ease.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Con-
centrate. You might spend too much 
time dealing with avoidable interrup-
tions. Your high energy levels in the 
week ahead could attract admirers 
who may mistake warmth and 
simple kindness for romantic ardor. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 
may play second fiddle to someone 
with insatiable ambitions as this 
week unfolds. Conversations and 
negotiations are subject to misinter-
pretation so get things in writing or 
hold off until next week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): If you 

Jumble
Jumbles: CABLE  FUSSY  NUGGET  POTATO
Answer: Trying to find their misplaced map was a -- LOST CAUSE

week.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): Too much flirting can cause 
some hurting in the week ahead. 
Focus on your work and don’t 
be distracted by the potential for 
romantic dalliances. You might be 
blind to the pitfalls of an investment.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Things might not be what 
they seem. Don’t be tempted by a 
dangling carrot. Someone could 
play to your greed or ambitions and 
trick you into doing something you 
shouldn’t do in the upcoming week. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Remain focused. Pursue career and 
business objectives with dogged 
determination in the week to come, 
and you can overcome every 
obstacle. Don’t be distracted by 
sudden shifts of opinion or upsets.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A 
solid reputation may become even 
more concrete in the upcoming 
week. You might find that your home 
is the stage for numerous social 
interactions or that your career 
goals are affected by a peer review.

  History of the World On This Day
MARCH 26

1804 - The U.S. Congress 
ordered the removal of Indians east 
of the Mississippi to Louisiana. 

1885 - Eastman Kodak (Eastman 
Dry Plate and Film Co.) produced 
the first commercial motion picture 
film in Rochester, NY. 

1937 - Spinach growers in 
Crystal City, TX, erected a statue of 
Popeye.

MARCH 27
1794 - The U.S. Congress autho-

rized the creation of the U.S. Navy. 
1836 - In Goliad, TX, about 350 

Texan prisoners, including their 
commander James Fannin, were 
executed under orders from Gen. 
Antonio López de Santa Anna. 
An estimated 30 Texans escaped 
execution. 

1841 - The first steam fire engine 
was tested in New York City.

MARCH 28
1797 - Nathaniel Briggs patented 

a washing machine. 
1885 - The Salvation Army was 

officially organized in the U.S. 

1898 - The U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that a child born in the U.S. 
to Chinese immigrants was a U.S. 
citizen. This meant that they could 
not be deported under the Chinese 
Exclusion Act. 

MARCH 29
1848 - Niagara Falls stopped 

flowing for one day due to an ice 
jam. 

1867 - The British Parliament 
passed the North America Act to 
create the Dominion of Canada.

1882 - The Knights of Columbus 
organization was granted a charter 
by the State of Connecticut.

1903 - A regular news service 
began between New York and 
London on Marconi’s wireless 
telegraph.

MARCH 30
1814 - The allied European 

nations against Napoleon marched 
into Paris.

1822 - Florida became a U.S. 
territory. 

1842 - Dr. Crawford W. Long per-
formed the first operation while his 

patient was anesthetized by ether.
1867 - The U.S. purchased 

Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million. 
MARCH 31

1870 - In Perth Amboy, NJ, 
Thomas Munday Peterson became 
the first black to vote in the U.S. 

1880 - Wabash, IN., became the 
first town to be completely illumi-
nated with electric light. 

1889 - In Paris, the Eiffel Tower 
officially opened. 

APRIL 1
1621 - The Plymouth, MA, 

colonists created the first treaty with 
Native Americans. 

1789 - The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives held its first full meeting 
in New York City. Frederick Muhlen-
berg of Pennsylvania was elected 
the first House Speaker. 

1793 - In Japan, the volcano 
Unsen erupted, killing about 53,000. 

1826 - Samuel Mory patented the 
internal combustion engine. 

1889 - The first dishwashing 
machine was marketed (in Chi-
cago). 
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ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

• Last December, a meteor exploded over the Bering Sea and unleashed 
the equivalent of 173 kilotons of TNT – about 10 times the energy of the 
atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima. The location was too remote for anyone 
on land to see the fireball so, almost no one noticed.

• Giraffes are facing a silent extinction.Their population has shrunk by 
nearly 40% over the last 30 years.

• Disney is the second-largest purchaser of explosives in the United 
States. The first is the Department of Defense.

• The location of the ‘Teletubbies’ set was so secret; visitors were blind-
folded on their way to and from it.

• George W. Bush was his high school’s head cheerleader.

DID YOU KNOW?
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We went to the Brazoria County Dream Center’s open house/ribbon cut-
ting at 729 Brazosport Blvd. South in Clute. We met some of the staff and 
volunteers and toured the building, learning about the food pantry, the Back-
pack Buddies program, and the Community Health Network’s new clinic.

Brazoria County Dream Center ribbon-cutting

We enjoyed hanging out with new and old friends. From left: Stephanie 
Gizella Johnson, Terri Willis, executive director of the BCDC, Michele 
Allison of the Angleton Chamber of Commerce, and Sharon Allen Toth.

Jolie Gana (LVN), left, Mona Lisa Fareed (patient), and Laura Gordon 
(Family Nurse Practitioner) at Community Health Network’s clinic, which 
will offer income-based health-care services when it opens April 1.

Danielle Rodriguez volunteers at 
the food pantry at BCDC. The food 
pantry has bread, milk, cleaning 
products, produce, and more.


