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Watch these
shows at
your own risk

A time when
television
was not king
Ron Rozelle

By John Toth

At a library event up in Sealy 10 or
so years ago I had a pleasant conversation with a lady about books.
That, not surprisingly, often happens
in libraries.
We agreed that we’d both enjoyed
David McCullough’s “John Adams”,
the biography of
the second president. I asked if
she’d seen the
HBO miniseries,
and this lady,
probably in her
mid-seventies,
THE WORDSMITH told me she
didn’t own a
television set, and never had.
I must have looked sufficiently
shocked for her to laugh and assure
me I’d heard her correctly.
Now before you assume that I’m
going to launch into a diatribe here
about the evils of television let me
tell you that there are four of them in
my house. So anything negative I’d
have to say about this topic would
be downright hypocritical and I’d be
sailing under a false flag. But meeting that lady in Sealy made me think
about how TV sets and the people
who watch them have changed
in my lifetime. And my lifetime is
almost exactly how long television
has been a constant fixture in American homes.
As TV screens get bigger and

There are a lot of ways to waste
time, but one of the best ways is to
binge-watch a show on Netflix or
Amazon Prime.
It is like a drug. When I start
viewing a series show, the next
thing I know I am watching three or
four shows and have to drag myself
away from it.
They transport you to a different
world, not for just
two hours like in
the movies, but
for hours or days
at a time if you
let them.
One of my
first experiences
RAMBLINGS watching one of
these was “Friday
Night Lights.” It has a Texas theme
and a football main plot with lots
of twists and turns for interesting
subplots.
Of course, Dillon High School
wins the state championship, but
the shows are really about the
characters. There is an on-and-off
relationship between the shy Matt
Saracen, the backup quarterback
who is dropped into the QB 1 role,
and Julie Taylor, Head Coach Eric
Taylor’s daughter, which is interesting and takes many turns.
One underlying theme is teenage drinking. Those high school TV
football players can drink like a fish
- like many fish. The booze never
stops, even though in the show they
are all still underaged.
They may have been just copying
their parents, like the characters in
“Mad Men,” which lasted for seven
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Interesting facts about Easter you may have missed
Spring Break is barely over,
and here comes Easter. We
thought it would be fun to run
some interesting facts about
Easter and started browsing the
Internet machine.
We found a lot of stuff, but
the list at elitedaily.com got our
attention.
If nothing else, it will divert
your attention from the politics
around us (although the cartoon
above probably doesn’t help).
To all our readers, have a
blessed Easter, and happy egg
hunting. Try not to eat too much

April 7

Easter candy. See the list for further
details.
• Easter is the celebration of the
resurrection of Christ; it is the oldest
Christian holiday and one of the
most important days of the year.
• The tallest chocolate Easter egg
was made in Italy in 2011. It stood
at 10.39 meters and weighed an
astounding 7,200 kg.
• In the U.S., only 12 of the 50
states recognize Good Friday as a
holiday.
• The art of painting eggs is
called pysanka, which originated in
Ukraine. It involves using wax and

dyes to color the egg.
• The term Easter gets its
name from Eastre, the AngloSaxon goddess who symbolizes
the hare and the egg.
• The exchange or giving of
Easter eggs actually dates back
to before Easter and the giving
of eggs is actually considered
a symbol of rebirth in many
cultures.
• There used to be a tradition
churches observed that resembled the game of “hot potato.”
Here, the priest would toss a hard
(Continued on Page 9)
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Museum plans essential oils workshop Country singer Dale Watson opens CenterFest April 6
Essential oils can uplift, calm, captivate and enchant our senses. Bets are
that you, yourself, have a collection started but maybe not sure how to use
them?
Learn about essential oils from herbalist Bekka Laurent as she presents
an Essential Oil Workshop on Saturday, April 14, at 10 a.m., at the Brazoria
County Historical Museum.
Laurent continues her Home Herbal Courses with “Essential Oil 101.”
In this class, we will discuss essential oils production, safety, and common
methods of use. You will also gain hands-on experience in crafting your own
essential oil blend to take home.
The workshop fee is $25 for Museum Members and $35 for Non-Members
and includes all supplies, lunch, and an Essential Oil 101 Reference Booklet.
For more information on the Essential Oil Workshop, contact the Brazoria
County Historical Museum, 100 East Cedar in Angleton, at (979) 864-1208 or
email programs@bchm.org.
Enrollment is limited, and preregistration is required. The Essential Oil
Workshop is intended to be an educational program only, not a means of
acquiring medicinal information.

OH HELLO DEAR, WHAT A LOVELY SURPRISE … WHAM! A
woman showed up uninvited at the Rockledge, Fla., home of her ex-boyfriend, who she had broken up with 10 years ago, got into an argument
with him and hit him in the face with a frying pan.
WE BREAK OUT TONIGHT… WHOSE WITH ME!? Some 52
“large and potentially very aggressive baboons” escaped from the largest zoo in Paris, and were seen running amok in the Vincennes woods.
Trained professionals immediately sprang into action, shutting down the
area and recapturing most of the animals within a few hours.
HEY, HOW DID YOU GET HERE SO FAST? Six masked juveniles
and one 18-year-old robbed an AT&T phone store in Huber Heights, Ohio,
a short distance from where a large contingent of police officers from a
number of area departments were taking part in SWAT training. The cops
swooped down on them with a terrible swiftness.
YOU HAVE A POINT, SIR: A man who was pulled over for driving
the wrong way down a one-way street in Thibodaux, La., had enough
alcohol in his system to cause his death. After blowing a .416 BAC on
the Breathalyzer, he gave up halfway through a field sobriety test, telling
officers he “was going to jail anyways.”
OH SURE, YOUR SECRET IS SAFE WITH ME: A man in a
pickup truck crashed into a minivan while driving on the wrong side of the
road in Washington City, Utah, then continued on for another block even
though he had lost a wheel. In addition to being drunk, he told the occupant of the house he finally stopped at, “Don’t tell them I was texting.”
YOU CALLED, SIR? A man, who broke into an office building in Ephrata, Pa., accidentally dialed 911 once he got inside. Officers who showed
up to investigate found him undressed and “clearly under the influence of
a controlled substance.”
ARE YOU TALKING TO ME!? A 71-year-old man, who didn’t
like being found guilty of harassment in a Luzerne County, Pa., courtroom, looked at the judge and said, “I’m just going to have to get my .44
magnum.” He is now charged with making terroristic threats.
COOL CAR, MR. MAILMAN: A postal worker in New Jersey stole
credit cards he was supposed to deliver and used them to purchase many
luxury items. Law enforcement became suspicious when it was revealed
that the guy was tooling around town in a Maserati.

For those who like live country
music and dancing, honky-tonk hero
and musical maverick Dale Watson
will kick off ‘CenterFest 2018’ at the
Brazosport Center for the Arts and
Sciences (Center) on Friday April 6,
at 7 p.m.
Seating is limited. For tickets, go
to https://www.brazosportcenterfest.
org/music.html.
“Dale Watson defies the recent
trends in country music,” said
Center executive director Wes
Copeland. “Watson carries on in the
same vein as performers like outlaw
country singer Waylon Jennings and
traditional western swing acts like
Hank Williams junior. There isn’t any
of the fluff that often blurs the lines
between pop and country music. In
that, he is a unique talent.”
Along with dancing, attendees
will be able to enjoy food, beer
and other specialties from Lake
Jackson’s Wurst Haus during the
entire CenterFest, which goes
through Sunday, April 8.
CenterFest organizers want to
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create a fun, welcoming environment for people and families who
are familiar with the Center and for
individuals who are new to the area
and may not be aware of everything
the Center has to offer.
Dale Watson is a member of the
Austin Music Hall of Fame and has
appeared on “Austin City Limits” and
other television and radio perfor-

mances. Watson tours and records
year-round and is one of the finest
country singers and songwriters
anywhere. Tickets for Dale Watson
are $20 per person.
Visit www.bcfas.com for information on CenterFest and local hotel
listings.
Brazosport CenterFest’s location
is 400 College Blvd in Clute. For
information, call (979) 265-7661.

Strange but True

By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
THE CREATION OF
INEQUALITY
Q. Economic inequality has
long been documented, but how
long is that? When researchers
examined 62 archeological sites
dating from 10,000 to 250 years
ago, what did they unearth? How
did the Old World and New World
differ?
A. Using house size as a proxy
for wealth and a measure called
the Gini coefficient, archeologist
Tim Kohler and his colleagues
(“Nature”) found that inequality
gradually increased as societies
moved from hunting and gathering
to farming. Gini coefficients range
from zero, if wealth is uniformly
distributed, to one, if all wealth is
concentrated in a single person.
About 2500 years after the start
of agriculture, both the Old World
and New World had average Gini
coefficients of 0.35. New World
inequality didn’t change much
after that, but that of the Old World
climbed to about 0.6 by the time
of the destruction of Pompeii in
ancient Rome. Perhaps this was
because the Old World had draft
animals (oxen, horses) and the
economic capital associated with
owning these animals accrued from
generation to generation.

Describing the work in “Science”
magazine, reporter Lizzie Wade
notes, “Those numbers are far
below the wealth inequality seen
today in the United States and
China, which have Gini coefficients
of 0.8 and 0.73, respectively….”
WILD DOG SNEEZES AND
DEMOCRACY
Q. If you asked a pack of wild
dogs what they thought about
democracy, you might get a
surprising answer.
A. When deciding whether or
not to move to a new location, a
pack of African wild dogs will gather
in a “social rally,” a high-energy
greeting ceremony where individuals “vote” to move by emitting
audible rapid nasal exhalations
(“sneezing”). Writing in “Proceedings of the Royal Society B,” Brown
University researcher Reena
Walker and her colleagues report
that more sneezes mean a higher
probability that a pack will move.
Wild dog packs have a strong
dominance hierarchy, and rallies
initiated by dominant individuals
require only a few sneezes to elect
relocation. But even without leader
support, the rank-and- file can force
relocation with enough sneezes.
Conclude the authors, “We found
that sneezes, a previously undocumented unvoiced sound in the
species…, may function as a voting
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mechanism to establish group consensus in an otherwise despotically
driven social system.”
ATOMS AND TIME
Q. What remarkable feat did
scientists achieve by taking
strontium atoms, putting them in
grid-like patterns and then stacking them?
A. They created the most
precise atomic clock ever, reports
“New Scientist” magazine. With
most atomic clocks, time is measured using microwaves emitted by
the electrons around atoms of the
isotope caesium-133, which jump
between lower and higher orbits as
they absorb and then lose energy
from a laser. But the transition frequency of these electrons is limited
to 9 billion times per second.
Enter University of Colorado’s
Jun Ye and his team that used
strontium atoms instead, whose
electrons can transition nearly 1
million billion times per second.
They put the atoms into a 3D lattice
structure, then cooled it to near
absolute zero temperature, “which
turned the atoms into what’s called
a quantum gas. Instead of colliding, the particles ‘move like waves.
They start to avoid each other, ”Ye
says.”
The result? A clock that would
lose or gain only about one second
in 90 billion years, more than six
times the age of the universe!
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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Chastang underwrites Angleton Little League bullpen renovations
The Angleton Little League
announced that Chastang Chrysler
Dodge Jeep Ram, a division of
Chastang Auto Group, has underwritten the capital renovations of
the League’s four bullpens on their
Angleton area playing fields, which
serve the organization’s baseball
and softball programs.
Although Chastang has supported
the Angleton Little League for several years, the company’s $5,000
investment in the bullpen renovation
marks its largest charitable gift to
the organization to date.
“The main goal of the Angleton

Little League is to guide our area
youth, teaching them the game,
sportsmanship and teamwork while
striving to instill in them the virtues
of character, courage and loyalty,”
said Shawn Dorsett, Angleton Little
League Board President. “We are
most grateful to Chastang Chrysler
Dodge Jeep Ram for investing in
our program, and we look forward
to seeing the finished ‘Chastang
Bullpens.’”
Members of Chastang’s leadership were present at the League’s
March 3 season opener in acknowledgement of the new community

investment.
“Chastang is a family-owned
automotive group, and, as such,
we’re committed to growing our
business as responsibly as possible: by creating and nurturing
quality, long-term relations with our
employees, customers and community,” said Mike Norris, general
manager for Chastang Chrysler
Dodge Jeep Ram. “We believe that
our local community is an extension
of our team, and we’re invested in
the success of that team. We know
that the Angleton Little League is a
home run investment.”
Renovations for the bullpens
began in mid-March, along with
some other improvements to the
field properties.
Carl Stotz, a resident of Williamsport, Pennsylvania, founded Little
League Baseball in 1939. He began
experimenting with his idea in the
summer of 1938.
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Making the most of your cruise

How to maximize fun while reducing costs

By Rick Steves

Tribune Content Agency

Last year I spent two weeks on
a Mediterranean cruise, filming a
one-hour TV show that will present
an honest look at the pros and cons
of cruising and will equip travelers
with the knowledge they need to be
smart cruisers.
You might not think of it as
budget travel, but cruising can be
extremely affordable. When you
consider that the price includes
accommodations, food, and
transportation to far-flung destinations, it’s simply a steal. But
reckless spending on a cruise can
rip through a tight budget like a grenade in a dollhouse. Stay away from
the casino, beware of the specialty
restaurants, and
keep to a budget
if you order any
liquor.
Here are a few more tips for
making the most of your next cruise.
Arriving in your port city a day or
more before your cruise gives you
the chance to get over jet lag, see
your departure city (which is generally not part of your cruise itinerary),
and avoid the potential stress of
missing your cruise. When you’re
ready to board, make sure you’re
not carrying forbidden items, ranging from a clothes iron to firearms to
alcohol (most cruise lines don’t let
you BYOB).
Unpack thoroughly and thoughtfully right away. Clutter makes a
small cabin even smaller. I pack
heavier when cruising than when
traveling on land (where the
downside of packing heavy is much
greater). So I make it a point to
unpack completely, establishing
a smart system for keeping my
tight little cabin shipshape. Deepstore items you won’t need in your
suitcase, which you can stow under
your bed. Survey your storage
options and use them smartly. For
example, use one drawer for all
things electronic, establish a pantry
for all food items, and use the safe
even if you don’t bother locking it.
Unclutter the room by clearing
out items the cruise line leaves for
you (such as promotional materials). I establish one drawer for all
paper material I think I’m done with.

And I have a ritual of toggling from
shore mode to ship mode by putting
my pocket change and money belt
(neither of which are of any value
on board) in a drawer or the safe
when I return to the ship. (By the
way, many ships recommend that
you generally leave your passport
in your stateroom rather than take it
ashore - advice I follow.)
Once you’re settled, get out
of your cabin and explore the ship.
Study the ship’s cutaway models on
the signage, walk each deck, and
find the many delightful little corners
where you can take full advantage
of your options.
To avoid crowds, participate
in shipboard activities and use
amenities at off times. The gym is
quieter late in
the evenings,
when many cruisers are already
in bed. Onboard restaurants are
typically less crowded for the later
seatings. If you’re dying to try out
that rock-climbing wall, drop by as
soon as you get back on the ship
in the afternoon; if you wait an hour
or two, the line could get longer.
Embarkation day can also work to
your advantage: While other passengers are unpacking and exploring the ship, you’ll have the mini-golf
course to yourself.
I also recommend the “behindthe-scenes” ship tour (usually about
$100) - while pricey, it’s an amazing two-hour look at how the ship
and its crew run the entire show in
a parallel world that is invisible to
most cruisers).
Ship geeks will marvel at how
these newer massive ships no
longer use an old-style shaft and
propeller. These days the behemoths are nimbly maneuvered
by Azipods (pods with propellers
that can rotate 360 degrees and,
with the help of bow thrusters, can
jockey a 300-yard-long ship into any
pier).
Most cruisers simply book the
cruise line’s shore excursions for
$100 (or more) a crack - and are
generally happy they did. However,
many other options open up to
passengers once they step off the
ship. Some travelers may opt to
find a small company with a sales

Rick Steve’s Europe

To avoid the worst cruise ship crowds, use amenities such as swimming pools during off-peak hours. (Rick
Steves, Rick Steves’ Europe).
office in the terminal - and purchase
essentially the same ship-excursion
experience for about half the price.
Others will book a private guide
with a car or minibus in advance
(teaming up with other cruisers to
share the expense). And others,
with a guidebook in hand, will simply
hop on a public bus or hike to the
train station and do their own thing.

For the most reliable information, I
recommend skipping the onboard
excursion information desks.
Instead, head to the tourist information kiosks that are set up to greet
ships in each port.
Equipped with practical information, you’re more likely to enjoy
smooth sailing on your vacation
- fully appreciating the economy,

Theme parks raise daily ticket prices
By Hugo Martin

Los Angeles Times

Only two weeks after Disneyland increased daily ticket prices
nearly 9 percent, the theme park’s
biggest Southern California rival,
Universal Studios Hollywood,
raised daily ticket prices by more
than 7 percent.
The cost of a peak-demand
daily ticket for Universal Studios
Hollywood was boosted late last
month to $129 from $120 at the
front gate. Visitors can save up
to $20 off that price by booking
tickets online. California residents
can save up to $30 off the gate
price with an online purchase.
The hike comes only months
before the park opens a new
attraction based on the animated
characters from the 2008 Dream-

Works movie “Kung Fu Panda.”
Both Disneyland and Universal
Studios Hollywood have adopted
tiered pricing to try to reduce
crowding on the most popular days.
Prices at both parks vary based on
the demand previously recorded for
each day of the year.
At Universal Studios Hollywood,
the price for a ticket booked online
is $119 for high-demand days, up
from $116. The price for regular
days went up to $114, from $110,
while prices on low-demand days
rose to $109, from $105.
“Our ticket pricing is competitive
and reflective of our exciting entertainment options,” said Audrey Eig,
spokeswoman for the theme park.
“Purchasing online remains a great
choice for guests where variable
pricing provides a range of tickets

efficiency, and fun that cruising
offers.
(Rick Steves
(www.ricksteves.com) writes
European travel guidebooks and
hosts travel shows on public television and public radio. Email him at
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his
blog on Facebook.)
(c)2018 RICK STEVES
and a host of benefits that best
suit their needs.”
The increases come on top of
the $5 hike adopted at the park
last year.
Annual passes, which range in
price from $189 to $619 depending on the number of blackout
dates and whether free parking is
included, rose $10 each this year.
At the Disneyland Resort, a
one-day, one-park adult ticket
for Disneyland or California
Adventure for regular-demand
days rose last month to $117
from $110. The price of a ticket
on peak-demand days climbed to
$135 from $124. A ticket for lowdemand days remains $97.
The price of a one-day park
hopper ticket for low-demand
days, which lets visitors enter
both parks, fell from $157 to
$147.
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There was a time when the television took a back seat to conversation, reading in homes
(Continued from Page 1)

bigger, sometimes taking up entire
walls, it becomes more difficult to
remember when they were built
into pretty pieces of polished wood
furniture with doors that could be
closed to hide the screen. That
way, the living room or den could
look, most of the time, more like

what they were intended to be:
places where family and friends
could sit and actually talk to each
other. Or where you might settle into
a comfortable chair and read the
newspaper, a magazine, or a book.
What a concept.
Nowadays hiding our television
sets is to many people as ludicrous

My Answer by Billy Graham

Urge friend facing death to seek God

Q: The doctor says a friend
of mine has only a few months
to live, and I don’t know how I
ought to be praying. Should I
pray that God will heal him, or
should I pray instead that he’ll
feel God’s presence and not be
afraid of death? - K.G.
A: Certainly, you should pray
for your friend’s healing, and you
should also pray that he will sense
God’s presence and peace in the
face of death.
Does this sound like a contradiction? Perhaps, but in reality, it isn’t,
because what you’re really praying
for is that God’s will may be done
in his life. Neither you nor anyone
else knows the future; in spite of
the grim diagnosis your friend has
been given, God is all-powerful,
and at times God does intervene to
reverse situations like this.

But death is inevitable for every
one of us, and you should not
think your prayers have failed if it’s
God’s time for your friend to depart
this life. Pray, therefore, for God’s
will to be done, trusting that His
way is always best. The Bible says,
“This is the confidence we have in
approaching God: that if we ask
anything according to his will, he
hears us” (1 John 5:14).
Let your friend know you’re
praying for him. But ask God also
to help you be a comfort and
encouragement to him, by pointing
him to Christ and the hope we have
of heaven because of Him. If your
friend has never trusted Christ,
urge him to commit his life to Him
today. Then encourage him to look
beyond this present life to heaven’s
everlasting joy. Then, the Bible
says, “There will be no more death
or mourning or crying or pain, for
the old order of things has passed
away” (Revelation 21:4).
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

an idea as, unfortunately, reading
books and talking to each other – in
person, not on cell phones.
Back in the 50s and early 60s,
most people had televisions. But it
wasn’t uncommon for there to be
only one per household. And that
one was usually in a corner of the
living room, so as not to be conspicuous when company came over.
Nobody would have dreamed
of having the set turned on while
guests were there, unless they’d
come specifically to watch a program with friends. But even then
when the show was over the host
or hostess got up and turned off the
set – no remotes then, remember
– and coffee and cake or drinks and
hor d’oeuvres were served. The
conversation might have touched on
what had been watched – maybe
how good the June Taylor Dancers
were on Jackie Gleeson that night
or how funny Senor Wences was on
Ed Sullivan – but at no point would
anyone say “Let’s see what else is
on.”
Part of the reason, of course,
was that there wasn’t much else on.
There were only three networks, all
of which played the national anthem
at midnight and went off the air,
leaving insomniacs and night owls
with nothing to watch but a test pattern till dawn. But the main reason
the TV was turned off was that it
hadn’t yet become Ground Zero in
the home.
My mother was home all day
during what came to be called the
Golden Age of television, and the
only time our big Zenith was turned
on during daytime programing was
occasionally for Julia Child’s French
cooking show or Art Linkletter’s
“House Party”, both of which were
aimed at housewives. And I think
she liked “Password”, a game show.
But the rest of the day she spent
cleaning house, cooking, or reading.
None of which she felt had to be
done with the TV blaring away.
At some point in modern society
the epicenter of the home moved
from the hearth or the family dinner
table to big radios that everyone
would gather around. Then those

devices grew windows, so everyone
could not only hear what was going
on but actually see it. Eventually
the windows got bigger and bigger
and televisions staged a coup d’état,
taking over most rooms in most
houses and staying turned on most
of the time. Not too many generations ago a person walking through
a neighborhood at night would have
seen the soft glow of firelight or
reading lamps in windows; now it
would likely be the flickering lights
of television sets, and probably in
several windows.
So, did the lady in Sealy have the
right idea? Not for me. I enjoy qual-

ity television, and I wouldn’t want
to do without football and baseball
games and the news. But I also
enjoy turning the set off and finding
other things to do.
Remember Cicero’s advice:
“Never go to excess, but let moderation be your guide”.
I’m pretty sure I heard that on
television.
Ron Rozelle’s columns can be
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great
Fiction: Description & Setting,”
and nine other books of fiction and
nonfiction.

In the days when the medium was the message.
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DID YOU KNOW ?

• A study found that people who immerse themselves in multicultural environments are offered more jobs than those who never live abroad.
• In Germany, Disney’s “The Jungle Book” from 1967 is the biggest movie
of all time — the original theater run sold 27.3 million tickets.
• After just under a year in space, astronaut Scott Kelly’s gene expression
changed significantly and is different than his identical twin brother’s DNA.
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• An estimated $14.7 billion is
egg hunt, where 9,753 children
spent in total for Easter in the US.
searched for 501,000 eggs.
• The Easter egg is said to sym• The White House tradition of
feet and 4 percent for the tail.
bolize and represent joy, celebrathe Easter Egg Roll started back in
• During the holiday, more than 90
tion and new life.
1878, with President Rutherford B.
million chocolate bunnies, 91.4 bil• Half the states in the United
Hayes.
lion eggs and 700 million Peeps are
States banned the dyeing of
• Workers in Birmingham,
produced each year in the United
chicks on Easter; however, Florida
England, who make the famous
States alone.
recently overturned this law and
Cadbury Creme Egg, produce more
• Next to Halloween, Easter is the
now prevents the dyeing of all
than 1.5 million egg delights a year.
biggest candy-consuming holiday of
animals.
• The idea of the Easter bunny
the year. Good thing they are almost
• Not only did Florida overturn
giving candies and eggs is said to
six months apart, perfect for your
the dyeing of animals, but the
have originated in Germany during
yearly dentist check-ups!
state also held the largest Easter
the middle ages.

Interesting facts about Easter you may have missed
(Continued from Page 1)

boiled egg to one of the choir boys.
The boys would toss the egg
amongst themselves and when the
clock struck 12, whomever had the
egg was the winner and got to keep
the egg.
• Peep peep… did you know
Americans buy more than 700
million marshmallow Peeps during
Easter? This makes Peeps the

most popular non-chocolate Easter
candy.
• Americans consume more than
16 million jelly beans during this
holiday. That is enough jelly beans
to circle the globe not once, not
twice, but three times.
• Are you an ears, arms or tail
person? Seventy-six percent of
people eat the ears on the chocolate bunny first, 5 percent go for the
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BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Spring Break thrives in county parks Easter giveaway at Camp Mohawk

sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with airconditioned dormitories, cabins, lake
& bayou fishing, swimming pool &
wooded trails.
sTwo full-service RV campgrounds
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted
fishing areas, covered pavilions,
playground on the coast.
s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman Davidson, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr.,
Brian Wilmer
SPONSORS
The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation
Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach
House Associates), The Bulletin
Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers
who help clean the beaches, stake out
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand
with programs, and add so much to the
county’s parks and to our communities. To
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Spring Break 2018 was a blast
for the Brazoria County Parks
Department, and our community.
From fishing out at San Luis
Pass and paddling the San Bernard, to playing in the shade and
entering into the Easter Giveaway
at Camp Mohawk County Park.
Both San Luis Pass and Quintana Beach County Park were

home to visitors from all over
the state for the week, and the
Stephen F. Austin statue hosted a
history talk all about the Runaway
Scrape.
Spring is a great time to spend
the day at one of our parks, and
we’re looking forward to continuing
our streak of successful events
into the summer.

Quintana camper
saves hermit crab
Thanks to the Quintana Beach
County Park camper for rescuing
this hermit crab in a bander tulip
shell that was washed up on the
beach.

A group of daycare children enter Camp Mohawk’s Easter Giveaway
after playing at the park, and enjoying a picnic lunch.

Houston Teens4Unity help clean up, make improvements to Hanson River County Park
More than 40 people from the
Teens4Unity group from Houston
came to Hanson Riverside County
Park on March 14 to help improve
the new trail system and clean up
debris from Hurricane Harvey.
After the work, the students were
given a quick kayak lesson, and
then treated to a paddle on the San
Bernard River.
Thanks to Teens4Unity for helping to prepare the trail for use this
spring.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Nature Camp registration now open
Registration for the 2018 Brazoria
County Parks Department nature
camps is officially open.
Nature Camp at Camp Mohawk
County Park will occur June 18-21,
while the Quintana Beach County
Park Nature Camp will begin on July
16 and last until July 19.
Both camps offer outdoor and
nature-related programming alongside the Brazoria County Master
Naturalists and other amazing
volunteers.
The camps are open to registrants aged 7 to 12 at $30 a camper.
Pre-registration is required.
Those interested can call or email
the department’s events coordinator

Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-1152
or at mikem@brazoria-county.com

Fishing at the
Quintana Beach
Nature Camp.

Upriver with a paddle in the San Bernard

Members of the Brazoria County Paddlers Club had a great time on a
Saturday morning paddling upriver on the San Bernard to Pelican Lake,
including Carmen and Esteban, who came in from Spain, and got to
experience some of Texas at its best.
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Schedule of events

Saturday, April 14, 9 a.m. to noon: Spring
Paddling Event #3. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on one
of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your
own boat or borrow one of ours. Great for families and first time paddlers. Location TBD. For
information or reservations, call (979) 864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Saturday, April 21, 9 a.m. to noon: Texas
Adopt-A-Beach Spring Clean-Up. Volunteers gather
at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general
beach clean-up. Dress for the weather and bring
along some water. Supplies provided; lunch afterward. For more information, contact the coordinators Mike at (979) 864-1152 (Surfside) or Patty at
(979) 233-1461 (Quintana).
Saturday, April 21, 1p.m. to 3 p.m.: Migration Haven. Join the park interpreter for a walk
through the Quintana Neotropical Bird Sanctuary
during the spring migration. Hundreds of birds stop
off here and refuel after their long flight across the
Gulf. Learn all about the birds and where to find
them. For more information, call (979) 864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Saturday, May 12, 9 a.m. to noon: Spring
Paddling Event #4. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on one
of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your
own boat or borrow one of ours. Great for families and first time paddlers. Location TBD. For
information or reservations, call (979) 864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Saturday, June 9, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer
Paddling Event #1. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on one

of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your
own boat or borrow one of ours. Great for families
and first time paddlers. Location TBD. For information or reservations call (979) 864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
June 18 - June 21: Nature Camp at Camp
Mohawk County Park. Outdoor nature-related
programming with the Brazoria County Master
Naturalists. Ages 7-12. $30 per camper; limited
space available. Pre-registration required. For
information or reservations, call (979) 864-1152, or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com.
Saturday, June 23 9 a.m. to noon: Summer
Paddling Event #2. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as it holds a paddling event on one
of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your
own boat or borrow one of ours. Great for families and first time paddlers. Location TBD. For
information or reservations, call (979) 864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
Saturday, July 14, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer
Paddling Event #3. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as it holds a paddling event on one
of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your
own boat or borrow one of ours. Great for families and first time paddlers. Location TBD. For
information or reservations, call (979) 864-1152 or
email mikem@brazoria-county.com
July 16 - 19: Nature Camp at Quintana Beach
County Park. Outdoor nature-related programming
with the Brazoria County Master Naturalists. Ages
7-12. $30 per camper; limited space available. Preregistration required. For information or reservations,
call (979) 864-1152, or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com.
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Watching these shows can be risky because they’re addictive
(Continued from Page 1)

seasons, all of them available on
Netflix. It is set in the early 1960s
and revolves around the advertising
world.
The show is like a soap opera
and will grab you, especially since
Netflix does not make it easy to
stop.
It starts the next segment in just
a few seconds. Weren’t you curious
anyway of what will happen next?
What’s the harm in watching just a
few minutes of the next show, or a

Vegas sinks into
tourism slump
following shooting
By Hugo Martin and David Montero
Los Angeles Times

Las Vegas tourism leaders
revived the famous “What happens here, stays here” slogan three
months after a mass shooting on the
Strip, but gaming revenue and visitation numbers remain depressed in
the tourist destination.
In January, total visitation to the
city dropped 3.3 percent, while
gaming revenue from the Strip
slumped by 8.89 percent, the
steepest percentage drop among
all Nevada gambling markets for
the month – and the biggest for the
Strip since the Oct. 1 shooting at
a country-music festival that killed
58 people and wounded hundreds
more.
But tourism and gaming officials
attributed much of the decline to
factors beyond the mass shooting,
including the month having one
less weekend compared to January
2017 and the shift of the lunar new
year to February.
In addition, the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority, which
reports on tourism numbers, said
there were nearly 2,000 fewer available rooms in January compared to
a year ago because of construction
and renovation.
A separate monthly report issued
recently by the Nevada Gaming
Control Board showed revenue on
the Strip declined by 8.89 percent
- for a haul of $554.8 million in
January.
October revenue had been down
6 percent followed by drops of 6
percent in November.

few more shows after that?
The main characters – actually
most actors in the show – drink
all day long. If a client cancels a
contract, the ad men reach for the
booze, right there in the office. If
they land a big account, they reach
for it again. Meeting with the company owner? Let’s have a drink first.
Landed a big account? Celebrating
with a drink or two, or three.
And they smoke – a lot. Everybody smokes. I grew up in the
1960s, and a lot of people did
smoke around me. I tried smoking
once and started coughing and
choking while the smokers around
me laughed. I never tried it again.
Those characters in “Mad Men”
must have checked out in their early
60s with all that self-inflicted liver
and lung damage. But back in those
days, they were king and powerful.
In the mood for something more

substantial? “Stranger Things” on
Netflix glued me to the screen even
though I tried to pull away. Must
have been a strange force from the
upside-down world. It’s a science
fiction horror series that revolves
around kids and another dimension. Before you watch it, clear your
schedule for the day.
Then there is “Man in the High
Castle” on Amazon Prime, in which
we lost WWII and the Germans and
Japanese occupy the United States.
It is one weird series, but very
magnetic. And there is “Travelers”
on Netflix, in which people from the
future travel back in time to try to
save the world by occupying current
Earth inhabitants’ bodies, but they
just mess up the world more.
There are many more. They all
end with a cliffhanger so that you’re
enticed to watch just one more
show, or two – or three.

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 __ de gallo
2 Stern rival
3 Crossing cost
4 Signing facilitator
5 Poker great Ungar
6 Members of a flock
7 Punjabi prince
8 Flipped over
9 A behavioral sci.
10 Laundry challenge
11 Visibly embarrassed
12 Time for a cold one
13 Skirt feature
18 Web feed document letters
23 Woman whom Goya also painted
clothed
25 Military support gp.
27 Memory aids
28 Intensify
29 Brain-controlled transportation
devices
30 “Something’s fishy”
32 Adversity, in the RAF motto
33 “We R Who We R” singer
35 Catty remarks
39 Actively operating
42 Hit, in a way
43 Mollycoddles
45 West Bank initials
46 Not a hard nut to crack
48 “Les Miserables” inspector
52 EVINE Live competitor
53 Libya neighbor
55 Archaeologist’s handle
57 Severe blow
58 Pure propane’s lack
59 Come to a halt
62 Intl. broadcaster since 1942
63 Hurdle for srs.
(c)2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

BOGGLE ANSWERS

Wood music festival
21 Heineken symbol
22 Quick
24 Sign on a door
26 Texas county bordering New
Mexico
28 “__ Irish Rose”
31 What you don’t know about
audio equipment?
34 Chinese checkers, e.g.
36 Firm
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CHILE CHINA EGYPT JAPAN KENYA NEPAL HAITI

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

ACROSS
1 Wrap alternatives
6 Ill-fated Corleone hoodlum Luca
11 TD scorers
14 Response to a raise
15 Element #86
16 Fish whose blood is poisonous
to humans
17 Art-loving athlete?
19 “Agnus __”
20 Home of the annual Norwegian

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
37 Fruit juice brand
38 Break up
40 Goddess sister of Selene
41 World Heritage Site org.
44 Ban delivery
47 Difficult situation at Bed Bath &
Beyond?
49 Foreigner in “Taxi”
50 Greensboro Grasshoppers’
baseball level
51 Surprised sounds
53 Appreciative sounds
54 Wine holders
56 “The Ghost of Frankenstein” role
60 “Away From __”: Julie Christie
movie
61 Gem of a night out?
64 Turkish bigwig
65 Sculpted trunk
66 Chocolate-caramel candies
67 It ends 11/6/2016 in the U.S.
68 Evil figure
69 “No good movie is too long and
no bad movie is short enough”
speaker
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

DID YOU KNOW?

• All galaxies, regardless of how
large or small they are, rotate once
every billion years.
• As global temperatures rise,
flowers are releasing less scent.
• Sony is paying up to $65 to
people who purchased the original
PlayStation 3.
• People in Mississippi and
Kentucky tend to binge drink the
most while people in Washington

and New York tend to binge drink
the least.
• A job application filled out by
Steve Jobs in 1973 has sold for
$174,757.
• Vladimir Putin won the Russian
presidential election ... again ... for
the fourth time. No surprise there.
• According to a study, even
babies will abandon their morals if
the payoff is good enough.
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

able, and you’ll have no trouble fulfilling obligations this
week. Keep a cool head even when it seems that the
clock is against you.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Timing is everything. The
stars may be trying to tell you something when someone is always there when needed and has all the right
answers. Follow what you feel in your heart this week.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t bite off more
than you can chew. Keep your ambitions within reason,
or you could quickly get overwhelmed by trying to do too
much. A loved one may need attention this week.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Go with the flow.
You may not agree with the current consensus, but it
is easier to go along with the crowd. It may be to your
benefit to keep opinions under your hat this week.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Play fair. You may
gain a short-term edge by using cutthroat tactics, but
you’ll lose a lot of respect in the long run. Be content as
too much ambition doesn’t suit your needs this week.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The only thing to fear
is fear itself. Overcoming doubts is the only obstacle
that stands in the way of achieving goals this week. Set
the bar as high as you like, and then rise to meet it.
PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Change may be in order.
Fight off the tendency to put things off and get the ball
rolling on new projects and plans. Put the past behind
you this week, as your focus should be on the future.

History of the World On This Day
MARCH 27
In 1794 Congress authorizes
the construction of six frigates,
including the Constitution (Old
Ironsides), for the U.S. Navy.
In 1866 President Andrew
Johnson vetoed a civil rights
bill, which later became the 14th
amendment.
In 1884 theThe first long-distance telephone call was made,
between Boston and New York.
In 1977 Pan American and KLM
Boeing 747s collided on a runway
in Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Canary
Islands. The 542 people killed is
the highest ever for an aviation
disaster.
MARCH 28
In 1797 Nathaniel Briggs patented a washing machine.
In 1941 author Virginia Woolf
drowned herself.
In 1979 nuclear power plant
accident at Three Mile Island, near
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
MARCH 29
In 1848 For the first time in
recorded history, Niagara Falls
stopped flowing. An ice jam in the

Niagara River above the rim of the
falls caused the water to stop.
In 1951 Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were found guilty of passing
atomic secrets to the Russians
and were sentenced to death.
In 1971 Lt. William Calley
was convicted of murdering 22
Vietnamese civilians in the My Lai
massacre.
In 1999 the Dow Jones industrial average closed above 10,000
for the first time, at 10,006.78.
MARCH 30
In 1842 anesthesia was used
for the first time in an operation.
In 1867 a treaty for the purchase of Alaska from Russia for
the sum of $7.2 million, approximately two cents an acre, was
submitted to the U.S. Senate.
In 1981 President Ronald
Reagan was shot in the chest by
John Hinckley as he left a Washington hotel.
MARCH 31
In 1889 the Eiffel Tower in Paris
officially opened.
In 1917 the United States took
possession of the Virgin Islands.

In 1918 Daylight Saving Time
went into effect in the United
States.
In 1968 President Lyndon Johnson announced that he would not
run for re-election.
APRIL 1
In 1778 Oliver Pollack created
the dollar sign: $.
In 1970 President Nixon signed
a bill into law banning cigarette
ads from radio and television.
In 1976 Steve Wozniak and
Steve Jobs founded Apple Computer.
In 2003 Pvt. Jessica Lynch was
rescued by U.S. commandos in a
raid on an Iraqi hospital.
APRIL 2
In 1513 Spanish explorer Juan
Ponce de Leon landed in Florida.
In 1792 Congress authorized
the first U.S. mint, in Philadelphia.
In 1917 President Woodrow
Wilson asked Congress to declare
war against Germany.
In 1932 Charles Lindbergh paid
a $50,000 ransom for the return of
his kidnapped son.
In 2005 Pope John Paul II died.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: DAISY HARSH IMPEDE SHRINK
Answer: The husband and wife who owned the funeral home had two cars, -- HIS AND HEARSE

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Don’t look back. Show
that you are the one who can get things done by
taking definitive action and giving a maximum effort.
Others may be comforted if you assume the role of
leader this week.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Take what you can
get. You should set aside some extra time to spend
with a loved one as schedules may conflict later in
the week. Only purchase items that have some lasting value.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Put your best foot forward. The key to getting ahead with a new romantic
prospect lies with making a good first impression.
Career and business matters may fall into a rut in the
week ahead.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Shake things up.
Usual hobbies or pastimes may not cut it this week
as you long to try something new and adventurous.
Throw caution to the wind as hesitation is your only
enemy.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): An ounce of prevention
is worth a pound of cure. It is an excellent week to
update or upgrade tools which may soon be out-ofdate. Don’t let a minor problem get more attention
than it’s worth.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You’ve got all the time
in the world. Move at the pace that is most comfort-
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ACC to participate
in Science Grant
Program
Alvin Community College has
been selected to take part in a
research program funded by the
National Science Foundation.
The Foundation issued a $2.1
million grant to the University of
Houston’s Biotechnology program
that will include five colleges and
universities: Rochester Institute of
Technology, Southern Utah University, Louisiana Tech University, Prairie View A&M University and ACC.

“As the sole community college
partner, ACC is honored to be a
part of the University of Houston’s
prestigious NSF grant program,”
said Dr. Cynthia Griffith, ACC Vice
President of Instruction. “Our faculty
and students will have an incredible opportunity to gain research
experience while working alongside
professors and students from the
partner universities. Beyond the
research experiences, we hope
that our students’ participation will
increase their scientific knowledge
and skills as well as decrease their
apprehension about future transfer
to a university when they complete
their degrees at ACC.”
The program will fund the imple-

mentation of sampling research
protocols currently used by the UH
Biotech program. These protocols
will screen local soil samples for
bacteria that degrade agricultural
pesticides.
“This project will give ACC students the opportunity to go out into
the field and conduct research that
they will be recognized for,” said
John Matula, ACC Biology instructor
and grant lead.
The program is designed to help
students gain an understanding of
science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) research
methods within the industry.
“I am so excited that ACC has
the opportunity to collaborate with

institutions like the University of
Houston,” Matula said. “It is a great
experience for our students, and
I am excited about the potential

partnerships we will form.”
For more information about
the research program, visit
mylabhosting.com.

The greatest invention of them all
There have been great inventions as long as mankind has been here. But
what is the greatest of them all? It’s arguable, but according to The Atlantic,
the greatest invention of all times happened in the 1430s – the printing press.
The Atlantic ranks this No. 1 because, as one of their experts puts it,
“knowledge began freely replicating and quickly assumed a life of its own.”
When your great-grandchildren are adults, they will wonder about these
things and remember when you told them that newspapers used to be
printed on them. Newspapers? they may ask, perhaps appearing confused.
By the way, the magazine ranked electricity as No. 2 (that’s also a biggie);
penicillin at No. 3 (we stopped dying from infections); the semiconductor at
No. 4 (try living without them); and optical lenses (telescopes and microscopes) at No. 5.

