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By John Toth
The Bulletin

Shopping at supermarkets and 
running routine errands have been 
quite an eye-opener ever since our 
pandemic style of life has begun.

Against the advice of my daugh-
ter, I ventured out to pick up a few 
things. “I don’t like you going this 
often,” she said. ”You’re old.”

My kids are now thinking of me 
as old. It seems like just yesterday 

I was embarrassing them on the 
first day of school, which I felt was 
mandatory to attend with a camera 
and video camera hanging from my 
neck.

“I’m not that old. I’m in good 
shape, and I’m  careful.”

My mother had to go out and 
search for food for her family as a 
teenager during WWII. Going to get 
eggs, milk and fruit at a supermarket 
is nothing compared to that. But it 
was nice of her to care about my 
safety.

As I entered the store I noticed 
that the hand sanitizer dispenser 
was guarded by an employee, who 
gave each customer one sheet. "It 

Ramblings

The greatest challenge in our lifetime How to occupy children staying home
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

I thought I had seen about every-
thing.

In my 73 years, including almost 
50 as a journalist, I have lived 
through the Viet-
nam War, Hurricane 
Harvey, the Great 
Recession, 9/11, and the assassina-
tion of a president.

But I have never seen anything 
as frightening and as impactful as 
Covid-19.  

I was determined not to write 
about the coronavirus this week 
because I am sure that you, like me, 

are emotionally drained. But really, 
there is no choice.

The virus is dominating every 
aspect of our lives. Even if you are 
fortunate enough to escape the 
virus itself, you can’t escape how it 

is impacting your 
job, your finances, 
your activities and 

even the food you eat. Who would 
have ever thought going to the 
grocery store would be risky?

So, I will write about Covid-19, 
but will leave the actual reporting 
of the tragedy to other media.  All I 
can offer from my isolation is a few 

By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

In addition to the truly grave 
aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
a first-world problem that parents all 
over America are facing - along with 
looking for a creative and non-abra-
sive substitute for toilet paper - is 
how to keep their children whole-
somely occupied while schools 
are closed. This can be especially 
challenging for parents already in 
a constant struggle to keep their 
adolescent offspring from becom-
ing permanently grafted onto their 
smartphones.

In an effort to encourage my 

three teen daughters to use their 
unexpected break from school as 
a time for personal growth (and 
cheap labor), I’ve developed a list of 
activities that I hope will benefit the 
entire family and society as a whole.

First, as referenced above, find-
ing toilet paper has become more 
difficult than an adult listening to 
an entire Billie Eilish song without 
wondering if something might be 
terribly wrong with the speakers. 
(Yes, I know she’s rich, and yes, I’m 
just jealous.)

Why not combine arts and crafts 
with personal hygiene? I’m thinking 

Happy
Easter

The View from My Seat
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Earth cleanses itself
According to NBC News, in 

Venice, the often murky canals 
recently began to get clearer, with 
fish visible in the water below. Italy’s 
efforts to limit the coronavirus meant 
an absence of boat traffic on the 
city’s famous waterways. And the 
changes happened quickly.

Countries that have been under 
stringent lockdowns to stop the 
spread of the coronavirus have 
experienced an unintended benefit. 
The outbreak has, at least in part, 
contributed to a noticeable drop in 
pollution and greenhouse gas emis-
sions in some countries.

Although grim, it’s something 
scientists said could offer tough 
lessons for how to prepare — and 
ideally avoid — the most destructive 
impacts of climate change.

Maybe we can give nature a 
break even after this is over.



also hints at its meaning, “to make 
a scraping or grating sound” or “a 
scraping sound, especially the rustle 
of a silk fabric.”

From old French comes “japer” 
(yap), so “jape” can suggest “a joke 
or prank” or “to mock or trick,” as in 
“his fabricated boyish japes” (“The 
Guardian,” December 11, 2019).  
Finally, “whicker” can mean either 
“to neigh” or “to laugh in a half-sup-
pressed manner.” Earliest docu-
mented use is 1656.

The salad bowl robots
Q. Picture the scene: Salinas 

Valley, California, “America’s salad 
bowl,” with rows and rows of lettuce, 
broccoli and cauliflower stretching to 
the horizon. Now big orange robots 
start rolling through. What’s going 
on?

A. The machines, equipped 
with tractorlike wheels and an 
array of cameras and environmen-
tal sensors, drive autonomously 
through the fields on a search-and-
destroy mission for weeds, says 
Erico Guizzo in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine. “Rather than spraying 
herbicides, they deploy a retractable 
hoe that kills the weeds swiftly and 
precisely,” all in less than a second. 

And this is only the beginning 
for FarmWise, a California startup, 
which in 2020 will deploy its first 
commercial fleet of robots to serve 
Salinas Valley farmers. Co-founder 
and CEO Sebastien Boyer envi-
sions the robots one day collecting 
vast amounts of data-—images 
of crops, temperature, humidity, 
soil conditions-—and then using 
machine learning to identify each 
plant individually and to determine 
how best to help it thrive.

From seeding to weeding to 
harvesting, robotics and machine 
learning together may make crops 
tastier and healthier.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Are facial expressions 
involuntary?

Q. It is often claimed that the 
primary emotions – happiness, 
sadness, fear, anger, disgust and 
surprise – are involuntarily reflected 
in our facial expressions, making 
them universal and difficult to fake.  
But recent research suggests other-
wise, offering a more nuanced view. 
Explain. 

A.  Fieldwork conducted in small-
scale societies with little Western 
influence reveals exceptions to 
universality, reports Emma Young 
in “New Scientist” magazine. For 
example, some cultures interpret 
the classic gasping fear face as 
threatening and aggressive. Also, 
only about 30% of the time do angry 
adults scowl, and most of the time 
people who are happy do some-
thing other than smile. A study of 
bowlers found that they do not smile 
at the moment they score a strike 
but only when they turn to look at 
their compatriots. And, contrary to 
popular belief, a substantial minority 
of people can consciously fake a 
so-called Duchenne (sincere) smile, 
which involves muscles around the 
eyes as well as the corners of the 
mouth.

And even the concept that facial 

expressions reflect emotions has 
been challenged. Perhaps they 
are tools we wield, usually uncon-
sciously, to manipulate others: a 
smile (happiness) for bonding, a 
pout (sadness) to garner care, 
scowling (anger) to evoke submis-
sion, gasping (fear) to signal sub-
mission, nose scrunching (disgust) 
to telegraph social displeasure. As 
the Trobriand Islanders (of Papua 
New Guinea) express it, “… we 
normally ‘have a face,’ but it is to 
seduce you, to force you to do 
things for me … if you want to get a 
good deal, smiling will help.”
What do these words have in 

common?
Q. Language lovers, listen up. 

What do these words have in 
common: “faff,” “scroop,” “jape” and 
“whicker”?

A. They’re all examples of ono-
matopoeia, drawing on our inter-
pretation of the sounds in words, 
though that, of course, varies from 
language to language, says Anu 
Garg on his “A.Word.A.Day” web-
site. In English, for example, a dog’s 
bark is “bow wow,” but in Japanese, 
it’s “wan wan.” With this in mind, can 
you guess the meaning of “faff”?  
Its origin is imitative of “flapping in 
the wind,” so it can suggest “fuss,” 
or “to waste time without accom-
plishing much.”  The sound “scroop” 

DID YOU KNOW?

  Arlan's Market Shopping Center
NOW HIRING

$559

ANGUS
DOUBLE  
BURGER

redtoptexasstyleburgers.com

• Men are four times more likely to 
be struck by lightning than women.

• A snail can have between 1,000 
to 12,000 teeth.

• When a squirrel knows it’s being 
watched, it may deceptively pretend 
to bury a nut then hide the nut in its 
mouth to trick would-be thieves.

• Eating your food slowly can help 
you lose weight.
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LET’S GO, LADIES, IT’S TIME FOR ONE LAST FLING: A 
baboon scheduled to have a vasectomy at a hospital in Sydney, Australia, 
made a daring escape and fled with his two lady friends who had been 
housed with him to keep him calm as he awaited the operation. Wildlife 
handlers from the Taronga Zoo have been dispatched to hunt them down.

LOOKS LIKE SOMEBODY WAS HAVING FUN: A man, who 
picked up his car he had left at a repair shop in Clearwater, Fla., for 
three weeks, discovered that it had two parking tickets and two toll pass 
violations during that time. He also found a pair of pink, lacy thong panties 
under the passenger seat.

HEH, HEH, THIS WILL FOOL ‘EM … WHAT, NO! A woman, 
who was pulled over during a traffic stop in Wichita Falls, Texas, gave 
the cops a phony name because she had five warrants out for her arrest. 
Unfortunately, there was also a warrant for the arrest of the person whose 
fake name she provided.

I CAN’T UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU’RE SAYING, SIR: A man, 
who was pulled over for running a stop sign in Greenfield, Wisc., stuffed 
a bag containing 33 grams of cocaine into his mouth to keep the police 
from finding it, and kept it there for several hours. The officers noticed that 
he was up to something tried getting him to spit it out, tried the Heimlich 
maneuver, and finally brought him to the hospital, where the bag suddenly 
appeared on the hospital room floor

AT LEAST NOBODY’S CLOTHES WERE DESTROYED: A 
fast-moving fire destroyed the lodge at a nudist resort in Paw Paw, W.Va. 
As a result, the facility will be closed indefinitely.

I FELT I DESERVED A REWARD: A man celebrated four months 
of sobriety by getting drunk on vodka and Moscato wine, and stealing a 
motorcycle from a dealership in Mesa, Ariz.

BUT NOT THAT KIND OF INVOLVEMENT, LADIES: Two 
women got into a fistfight during their daughters’ dance recital at a middle 
school in Ann Arbor, Mich. Police said the disagreement stemmed from 
the fact that their children didn’t get along. The recital was a celebration of 
National Parent Involvement Day,

AN EXCELLENT EXPLANATION, SIR: Police searched a man 
they pulled over in Wyandotte, Mich., and found heroin and fentanyl in his 
pants pocket. He said, “These are not my pants. I borrowed them from my 
cousin.”

SO TECHNICALLY, I SHOULD ARREST YOU, OFFICER: 
Despite the fact that he was heavily intoxicated and had a bag of cocaine 
in his T-shirt pocket, a man flashed his headlights to flag down a Marion 
County Sheriff’s squad car on a highway in Summerfield, Fla., to ask for 
directions to an auto parts store. He initially refused to take a field sobri-
ety test, stating: “You didn’t pull me over. I pulled you over.”

AT LEAST SHE CAN’T FIRE HERSELF: A Manhattan socialite, 
who is in the process of divorcing her fabulously wealthy husband, went 
through 10 lawyers in a battle that has lasted more than two years. The 
marriage lasted only 14 months. “Today I’m representing myself,” she told 
the court.

THIS TRUCK ISN’T RUNNING AS SMOOTHLY AS I’D LIKE: 
A car, carrying five people, became wedged under a semi-truck which it 
had rear-ended in Tongren, China in heavy smog. The driver didn’t notice 
the crash, and dragged the car for 16 miles. Four of the passengers 
leaped from the car along the way, but the fifth fainted and was rescued 
unharmed when the truck came to a stop.

WELL OBVIOUSLY, THEY’RE INVISIBLE TO YOU, OFFICER: 
A man was arrested at his home in Colfax, La., after he told police that 
there were “ghosts inside his house.” The cops entered the residence and 
found crystal meth, suboxone and drug paraphernalia but no ghosts.

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With your favorite restaurant’s 
dining room being inaccessible, this 
is a convenient way to make sure 
that you don’t miss a single issue of 
The Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

facebook.com/
brazoriacountybulletin
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It is simple to take your own pulse rate
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Your pulse is your heart rate, 
or the number of times your heart 
beats in one minute. You can take 
your pulse using the radial artery 
in your wrist or the carotid artery in 
your neck.

Some medical conditions can 
be a factor in determining the best 
place for you to take your pulse. For 
example, if you have heart disease 
or longstanding diabetes, it’s best to 
use the artery on your wrist.

To get an accurate pulse:
Count your pulse for a full 60 sec-

onds unless told otherwise by your 
health care provider.

Taking your radial pulse
With your palm up, look at the 

area between your wrist bone and 
the tendon on the thumb side of 
your wrist. Your radial pulse can be 
taken on either wrist.

Use the tip of the index and third 
fingers of your other hand to feel the 
pulse in your radial artery between 
your wrist bone and the tendon on 
the thumb side of your wrist.

Apply just enough pressure so 
you can feel each beat. 

Watch the second hand on your 
watch or a clock as you count how 
many times you feel your pulse.

Record your pulse rate.

Taking your carotid pulse
Find the area on one side of 

your neck near your windpipe. Your 
carotid pulse can be taken on either 
side of your neck.

Put the tip of your index and long 
finger in the groove of your neck 
along your windpipe to feel the 
pulse in your carotid artery. Do not 
press on the carotid artery on both 
sides of your neck at the same time. 
This may cause you to feel light-
headed or dizzy, or possibly faint.

Apply just enough pressure so 
you can feel each beat. Do not push 
too hard. 

Watch the second hand on your 
watch or a clock as you count how 
many times you feel your pulse.
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SANDWICH, SIDE, DRINKS FOR 2

AWARD WINNING BBQ

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

PRESENT
COUPON AT

TIME OF
PURCHASE

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING

Wild West BBQ

DINE-IN
TAKE-OUT

DRIVE-THRU

Prices Good Thru 04-14-20

Scammers are demanding that potential victims provide PayPal, bank 
account or other financial information to get a stimulus check.

Anyone who receives texts or emails should ignore them or delete them. 
Never click on links because you might download malware onto your 
computer.

In some cases, fake phishing scams might ask for a person’s bank 
account information and insist $1,000 or more will be deposited directly 
into his or her bank account. AGAIN, THIS IS A SCAM! 

Consumers are NOT going to need to sign up for the stimulus checks.
Under the program, all U.S. residents with an adjusted gross income 

up to $75,000 ($150,000 married), who are not a dependent of another 
taxpayer and have a work-eligible Social Security number, are eligible for 
the full rebate check. They would receive $1,200 per adult — or $2,400 
married — as part of a stimulus rebate, plus $500 per child.

Beware of stimulous check scammersOnce the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo announced it was 
closing all activities due to COVID-
19 risk measures, Community 
Health Network recognized its role 
as a leader in providing primary 
health care and to act into prepar-
ing its staff for the upcoming battle 
against COVID-19. 

Community Health Network has 
taken all necessary steps to ensure 
that responding to the needs and 
safety of the community and its 
staff comes first. By expanding 
their testing capabilities, they are 
providing COVID-19 prescreening 
and testing by following the Centers 
for Disease Control guidelines.

Community Health Network 
is keeping its doors open to the 
community for adult primary care, 
prenatal care, women’s health care, 
pediatrics, behavioral health, phar-
macy services, emergency dental 
as well as COVID-19 testing.

Here are our COVID-19 testing 
sites:

• Freeport Community Health 
Center (905 N. Gulf Blvd. Freeport, 
TX 77541)

• Adoue Family Health Center 
(1111 W. Adoue St. Alvin, TX 77511)

• Scarsdale Family Health Center 
(10851 Scarsdale Blvd Suite 160 
Houston, TX 77089

You can access these services 
by calling (281) 824-1480, texting 
your name to (281) 385-8401, or

visiting www.mychn.org.

CHN provides COVID-19 testing in county

Cars line up at a CHN clinic where COVID-19 testing is available.
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How sweet it is! Diabetes test has me not craving sugar
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

There are many moments in my 
pregnancy that are sugar and spice 
and everything nice, but not the 
mandatory diabetes testing. It is all 
sugar - so much sugar that at the 
end - you’ll hate sugar for a very 
long time.

There are rules that come with 
this test. No eating 12 hours prior to 
your appointment. 
I was given a list of 
suggested meals 
to eat the three days before the test. 
They were all pretty healthy for the 
most part, which meant no cheese 
enchiladas, one of my pregnancy 
favorites. That was a big challenge.

I followed all the rules, stuck to 
the diet, and had no fear, except for 
the 8 a.m. appointment, which is a 
little early for me, especially when 
you include drive time. I walked in 
the door just in time and was ready 
to conquer this test. 

The nurse handed me a fun-sized 
bottle of sugary liquid that I had 
to consume in five minutes. Even 

those with a sweet tooth would 
agree that this is too much of a 
good thing. Then I had to stay in the 
waiting room for an hour. I could not 
use the restroom, eat, or drink. 

I stared at the coffee machine and 
sat right next to it. That machine is 
my friend in the mornings. Come 
rescue me, coffee machine, I 
thought. Take me away from this 
sugar-laced test.

The preparation 
had 50  grams of 
sugar. That’s like 

10 Easter Bunny chocolates, the 
kind that you start with biting off 
the ears. I took a large gulp. Wow. 
Sweet. Very sweet. If I didn’t have 
diabetes before, I was sure to have 
it now. 

I finished the drink with a minute 
to spare, sat down and started 
thinking of salt. I had to waste 
an hour until they could take my 
sugar-filled blood. The baby started 
reacting to all that sugar and did 
kicks and karate chops, moving all 
over the place.

After the longest hour of my 

life, they called my name and took 
my blood. The result: gestational 
diabetes. That meant another test, 
this one would be three hours long. 
I was given a special diet again, 
but this time I was able to load up 
on carbs for the entire week, which 
meant cheese enchiladas every 
day! 

The three-hour test required 
drinking a double shot of the pre-
vious sugar-packed cocktail. I was 
getting angry at sugar now.

Every hour, I had to get up and 
have my blood drawn. I was hoping 
that they’d leave enough for me and 
the baby. I worked on my laptop and 
tried not to think about sugar. 

The first hour went by pretty fast. 
I was already skilled with the one-
hour test. 

The second hour was rough, but 
I did some editing, which took up 
the time.

 The third hour was worse. All I 
could think about was eating some-
thing, anything but sugar.

I started looking up places where 
I wanted to eat. I wanted a burger, 

fries, and a milkshake.
I know. Milkshake? It has sugar, 

but I made an exception because it 
tastes so good.

After the last hour of blood was 
drawn, I packed up my stuff and ran 
out the door, where my husband, 
David, was waiting for me in his car.

 We went to the restaurant, and 
I ordered the largest hamburger 
on the menu, large fries, an oreo 
milkshake, and queso. 

David watched me devour every 
single bite. I even dipped my fries in 
my milkshake to get every drop. It’s 

a pregnancy side-effect. The people 
around me probably thought that 
I hadn’t eaten in a week, which is 
how I felt.

It’s official - I was diagnosed with 
gestational diabetes. My entire 
pregnancy, meal choices, and 
grocery shopping patterns were 
about to change. No more cheese 
enchiladas.

My challenge just became bigger.
(You can reach Stephanie at 

stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or 
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)Future mommy diaries
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COLOR
Family craft ideas and other things to do on a not-so-ordinary Easter
By Cameron Peters
Family & Community Health
County Extension Agent 

As we are spending more time at 
home, I would like to share some 
ideas of things to do at home to 
enjoy the spring time and Easter 
with your family. I’m going to cover 
5 different topic 
areas that you 
can focus on 
during this time, 
when for once, 
you actually 
have more time. 

Get Crafty
• So, some-

one out there 
bought a lot of 
toilet paper. I’m 
not pointing any 
fingers. As you 
start to finish 
those toilet 
paper rolls, save 
the cardboard.
There are a lot of spring crafts you 
can make with toilet paper rolls. Get 
your kids involved and work on their 
fine motor skills. You can always 
look on the internet for craft ideas, 
but I’ll share a couple with you. 

Grab some markers or paint, 
white paper or construction paper, 
glue, and of course your toilet paper 
rolls. We are going to make a pink 

bunny toilet paper roll. Paint or 
color your toilet paper roll pink then 
use the paper and cut out a small 
triangle nose, it can be whatever 
color you would like. Make sure 
your toilet paper roll is standing up. 
Glue the nose on your roll, then 
draw whiskers off of the nose and 

draw a mouth. 
Then draw/paint 
eyes above the 
nose. If you 
have google 
eyes, they would 
be a nice touch 
to add. Then 
get your paper 
and cut out long 
ovals. Be sure to 
cut two of them, 
and these will 
be used for your 
ears. Glue these 
at the top of your 
toilet paper roll. 
If you have a 

cotton ball, glue this to the back-
side of the roll to give your bunny a 
cotton tail! 

 Now it’s time to make a Toilet 
Paper Roll Butterfly. Grab mark-
ers, paint, a paper plate, and pipe 
cleaners or something similar. 
Color/paint your toilet paper roll all 
one color. Then draw a face at the 
top of the roll. Take your paper plate 

and cut into four equal sections. 
Pull two quarter sections to the side 
- these will be your bottom wings. 
Take one of the quarter sections 
and cut it in half - these will be your 
top wings. Color your wings your 
favorite colors. Then glue the wings 
to the back of the roll. Once that is 
complete, glue your pipe cleaners 
or something similar, like popsicle 
sticks, to the top of your toilet paper 
roll. 

• Another 
craft idea is to 
make a card 
and actually mail 
it. Find some 
paper and fold it 
in half and draw 
a picture, or if 
you have other 
supplies, add 
that to it. Write 
a nice message 
and mail it to a 
loved one that 
you haven’t seen in a while. Send-
ing a card will give someone a good 
feeling that someone else is thinking 
about them. This also makes us 
take time to stop and reflect on our 
relationship with that person and tell 
them how much they mean to us. 

Get Outdoors
• I don’t know if you have noticed, 

but we have been having some 

magnificent weather. I want to 
encourage you to go outside and 
enjoy the outdoors. 

• Refresh your landscaping, pull 
those weeds;

• Go for a walk;
• Play outside – tag, hide and 

seek, Red 
Rover, Mother 
May I, etc.;

• Go on a 
scavenger hunt 
as a family;

• Chalk your 
driveway, create 
a nice message 
for others when 
they walk by.

Focus on 
your Space

• Now that 
you have more 

time, focus on finally cleaning and 
organizing your space. Pick a room 
or start small and choose a closet 
and go through and take the things 
out that don’t bring you joy. If you 
need inspiration, then go watch 
Marie Kondo’s series on Netflix. 
Take the things that don’t bring you 
joy and pack them in a box and take 
them to a store that re-sells them for 
profits for a good cause. Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore uses its profits to 
repair and build houses. Donating 
to a non-profit group benefits more 
than just you and your space; you 
are able to help an organization 
raise funds to meet their goals to 
help others. 

Get Cookin’
• Take this time to get creative 

in your kitchen. Not sure what to 

cook for dinner? Then go to https://
dinnertonight.tamu.edu/ and find a 
recipe. Try out different ones and 
then select some to cook for your 
Easter meal. If you want to get really 
creative, then don’t use a recipe and 
find ingredients in your pantry and 
fridge to make your own creation.

• As you are cooking and eating, 
focus on your senses and really 
take in the food you are eating. 
Work your way through your 
senses: See, Smell, Feel, Sound, 
and Taste.

• Make Easter EGGstra special 
and make a four-course meal, 
appetizer, soup/salad, entrée and 
dessert. 

Self-Reflection
• During all this down time, take 

time for yourself to reflect on what 
is most important to you. This is a 
good time to start journaling. I have 
a one-sentence-a-day journal that I 
write in each evening. The jour-
nal allows me to write in it for five 
years, which is really cool, so I can 
look back and remember what was 
going on in past years. It gives me 
a topic to write about each day. You 
can make your own journal. Grab a 
spiral and write a couple sentences 
each day, and each year go back 
to that same date to write your sen-
tences for the new year. 

I hope you take the time to spend 
some QUALITY time with your 
family and yourself with these activi-
ties or others that you come up with. 
Remember we will all get through 
this time together. It is, however, 
a time for us to remember what is 
truly important to us.

Happy EasterHappy Easter
FromFrom

The BulletinThe Bulletin

Fun facts about Easter traditions, celebrations
 • The tallest chocolate Easter egg was made in Italy in 2011. It 

stood at 10.39 meters and weighed an astounding 7,200 kg.
• The art of painting eggs is called pysanka, which originated in 

Ukraine. It involves using wax and dyes to color the egg.
• There used to be a tradition churches observed that resembled 

the game of “hot potato.” Here, the priest would toss a hard boiled 
egg to one of the choir boys. The boys would toss the egg amongst 
themselves, and when the clock struck 12, whomever had the egg 
was the winner and got to keep the egg.

• Americans buy more than 700 million marshmallow Peeps during 
Easter This makes Peeps the most popular non-chocolate Easter 
candy.
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By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

Due to the COVID-19 can-
celing all public Easter egg 
hunts and related activities 

for little ones, parents are going to 
have to get creative this year. 

So, it’s time to throw your own 
Easter egg hunt, but how can you 
make it different, or even more 
special this year? 

Here are some fun suggestions.
Hide eggs inside and outside. 

Don’t limit your egg hunt to just one 
area. Hide eggs inside the entire 
apartment or house, and depending 

on your living space, in the back-
yard or/and front yard also. Let them 
search each area at a time - this will 
make the egg hunt more fun and 
challenging and entertain children 
longer! 

Put money in eggs. Kids feel like 
they have won the lottery whenever 
they find an egg with money in it. 
Paper currency is safer to avoid the 
possibility of choking should young 
ones mistake coins for the foil-
wrapped chocolate Bunny Money. 

It can be as little as $1 bills, or 
as much as you want. Once the 
children find the eggs, they can then 
count how much they have, and 
then use it at a candy shop you set 
up with different candy and prices, 
and they can choose what they 
want. 

This teaches them some great 
lessons while being fun! 

Write messages in eggs. Not 
only can they search for candy 
eggs, but you can also fill certain 
eggs with messages or fun activi-
ties. Some fun examples are “Hop 
like a frog,” “Moo like a cow,” and 
other whimsical suggestions. This 
will give them an opportunity to burn 
off some of that sugar surge, and 
they will continue to be entertained.

Do a glow-in-the-dark egg 
hunt. Tired of the traditional egg 
hunt? Try purchasing glow-in-the- 
dark eggs, or make your own. Do 

this hunt inside with the lights off 
or in the backyard at night with a 
flashlight. This will surely keep the 
kids entertained, and who knows for 
how long?

Find the golden egg. Sometimes 
you have to be careful with this one 
if you have more than one child, but 
put a gold sticker on the inside or 
outside of the egg, or buy a plastic 
or metal gold egg that opens, usu-
ally available where Easter products 
are sold. Whoever finds it wins a  

prize, which could be a toy, stuffed 
animal, chocolate bunny, money, or 
whatever you decide. 

Win non-material items. This 
is a fun one, instead of candy (or 
in addition to candy) in some eggs, 
write and tuck messages inside, 
such as “Get out of eating vegeta-
bles once” or “Future nail salon trip 
with mom”. You can write anything 
that you think your child will enjoy, 
and they can hang onto them and 
use them when they want. 

Save your plastic eggs. You can 
save your old plastic eggs and build 
something with them. Toddlers love 
to stack them; older kids can glue 
them together to make something. 
You can also use them for educa-
tional purposes, such as writing the 
alphabet on them and playing a 
matching game with uppercase and 
lowercase letters, or you can teach 
young ones to color-match them.

 Enjoy this special time with your 
family!

Ideas on throwing your own Easter egg hunt
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observations.
A BIZARRE DAY:  March 26 

began with the Labor Department 
reporting that jobless claims sky-
rocketed to a record 3.283 million, 
far more than expected.  

Then it was reported that the 
death toll in this country had 
climbed to more than 1,000.

 Media coverage showed lines 
of people trying to get treated at 
New York City hospitals. Outside, 
morgues were being built.

By the end of the day, we had 
more coronavirus cases than any 
other country.

And what did the stock market 
do? It climbed 1350 points. 

Don’t try to convince me that Wall 
Street reflects what is happening on 
Main Street.

SLOWING DOWN: As stay-
at-home orders are issued, more 
people are becoming reliant on 
the internet to communicate, work, 
learn and stay entertained. The 
pressure is building on the internet 
infrastructure, and we probably 
haven’t yet seen the peak.

The average time to download 
videos, emails or documents has 
been increasing all over the world.  
Netflix and YouTube are reducing 
streaming quality in Europe for at 
least a month to prevent the inter-
net from collapsing under the strain 
of unprecedented usage. 

BLAST FROM THE PAST:  As 
in every crisis, there are economic 
winners.

 Covid-19, for instance, has 
made winners of Netflix, Amazon 
and Costco. The New York Times 
reports that the virus has also been 
a boon to an industry long given 
up for dead. It turns out drive-in 
movie theaters - there are only 350 
left - are seeing increased traffic as 

families seek entertainment without 
leaving the car.

“I think we’ve got a lucky oppor-
tunity,” said one drive-in owner in 
Kentucky. “But I also wonder if it is 
a too-good-to-be-true kind of thing.”

ECONOMICS 101:  Rising 
stockpiles and lowered demand 
are bringing back something we 
haven’t seen in years. According 
to the Washington Post, a hand-
ful of fueling stations across the 
country are selling gasoline at the 
decades-low price of only 99 cents. 
It started in Kentucky, Tennessee 
and Oklahoma.

Now that we can afford the 
gasoline, it’s just too bad we aren’t 
allowed to go anywhere. 

GROW UP: I have resisted writ-
ing about all those spring breakers 
on the beaches in defiance of social 
distance guidelines. I can’t resist 
any longer.

My first reaction was anger. I am 
sure I sounded like my dad when 
I shouted, “What the hell are they 
thinking?” while watching the beach 
gatherings.  Did these kids not 
know that in the space of a month 
one infected person leads to about 
400 additional cases?

Once I calmed down, I realized 
that most of those college-age kids 
haven’t seen a war, haven’t lived 
through a depression or haven’t 
experienced a tragedy such as 
9/11. They haven’t yet learned 
about sacrifice, selflessness, or 
civic responsibility.

This is their first real test. They 
need to learn from it. They, as well 
as the rest of us, need to rise to the 
occasion. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Virus brings back drive-ins, cheap gas
(Continued from Page 1) • It taught me self-reliance and 

planning. I had to set my own class 
schedule and then make sure I got 
up in time to get dressed, eat break-
fast and walk to class. I was never 
late. I washed my own clothes. 

• It taught me tolerance and 
understanding of other religions. 
Between me and my suite-mates, 
there was a Catholic, a Jew, a 
Baptist, a Seventh Day Adventist, 
a Mormon and a Christian Sci-
ence Monitor student. I ate lox and 
bagels and learned what kosher 
means. I saw my first full-immersion 
Baptism. I sang a duet on K-Sam 
radio with my friend at Christmas 

time. I experienced another friend 
talking in tongues. We learned 
from each other because we had a 
chance to see different religions. 

• It taught me patience. I still 
spoke to my roommate who played 
the same record, “The Night They 
Drove Old Dixie Down” all night 
while studying for finals. I just about 
memorized the words that night. 
If the test would have been on the 
song, she would have aced it.

• It taught me compassion and 
perseverance. When I learned I had 
to have two photojournalism classes 
to get my degree, I signed up for 
the first session. 

I found out that we all had to have 
a heavy Yoshika “D” box camera, 
and we would be processing our 
own black and white film and prints 

COVID-19 costing college students valuable campus experience
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

All of us are living our lives in 
a new “normal” because we are 
trying to do our part to contain the  
coronavirus. We’re keeping children 
out of school, working from home, 
washing our hands a million times a 
day, forgoing public events, stocking 
up on food and medicines. 

A brave new world is forming.
Being one of the “at-risk” people 

to the coronavirus, I have been 
doing my part by not going out 
very much and cooking more home 
meals. But I miss my social contacts 
more than anything – especially 
eating out with a group of friends, 
“the Buzzards,” every Friday night. 

I feel for the parents who must 
find alternate daycare, and small 
businesses working hard just to 
survive. But I think I feel the worst 
for the away-from-home college 
students who have been told to 
move out, store their things and not 
return to the campus until further 
notice. Their education can continue 
online.

You can learn a lot online, but 
living away from home on campus 
is an education you can’t get 
through the Internet. 

Let me explain what I mean by 
going back to my own college days. 
There were no computers, no cell 
phones and no digital cameras back 
then. I didn’t have a car. Living in 
the dorm was my first experience 
living away from home, and it taught 
me many lessons.

in the dark room. 
I ran outside, sat down and cried. 

I doubted my own abilities. A stu-
dent in the class sat down beside 
me and asked what was wrong. 
He said he knew I could do it, and 
when I needed to process and print 
the first roll of film, he would show 
me what to do – and he did. I aced 
both classes.

• It taught me that nothing and 
no one stays the same. People you 
thought you knew sometimes turned 
out to be someone you didn’t know 
all that well after all.  

I had kept up with a high school 
friend after he went to college 
in Arkansas and I went to Sam 
Houston State. He chose this time 
to come out. He wrote me a letter 
explaining this. I could tell he was 
in pain, and a professor let me use 
his phone to call my friend. (You 
couldn’t call long-distance from the 
dorms.) He thanked me for my call 
and said it made him feel better.

That experience taught me that 
writing provides an outlet, a cathar-
sis, a tribute.

Digital learning cannot provide 
such personal interactions. It takes 
us farther away from people and 
experiences we need to make us 
better and more rounded human 
beings. But, because of the corona-
virus, that’s what college students 
are left with - for now.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Memories are made of this

Social distancing flattens the curve
The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

Without the lockdown in Wuhan, 
China, where the pandemic started, 
there would have been 44,214 
cases in other Chinese cities 
through February — instead of the 
actual number of 27,956, according 
to a new study led by University of 
Pennsylvania economist Hanming 
Fang.

“Flatten the curve” has become a 
rallying cry, but in New Jersey and 
New York, it appears to be too late. 
In both states, the average daily 
rate of increase is more than 50%, 
according to an Inquirer analysis 
of data from Sunday. As a trickle of 
patients has turned into a deluge, 
New York City hospitals are scram-
bling to find more ventilators and 

protective gear, and New Jersey 
is moving to reopen the former 
Inspira Medical Center Woodbury in 
Gloucester County as an intensive 
care facility.

No one yet knows how readily the 
virus can be transmitted before it 
causes symptoms, and asymptom-
atic transmission has been well-doc-
umented.

Here’s their math: Symptoms of 
the respiratory illness develop on an 
average of five days after infection. 
During those five days, called the 
incubation period, the virus can 
spread. If the rate of spread is the 
same for those with and without 
symptoms, then one infected person 
transmits the virus to 2.5 other 
people on average, and those 2.5 

people each transmit to 2.5 more 
people, and so on. Within 30 days, 
406 people would be infected.

Social distancing that reduces 
interaction by 50% would halve the 
chances of spreading the virus, so 
one person would only infect 1.25 
other people on average, and there 
would only be 15 infected people in 
30 days.

But if people stay home and 
transmission is cut by 75% — so 
that an infected person spreads 
the disease to less than one other 
person on average — new infec-
tions will eventually subside and 
stop. That’s what has happened in 
Wuhan, where the 50-day lockdown 
is now being eased.

Disruptive, depressing and 
difficult as staying home is, the alter-
native is worse.
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Please ‘like’ our page on Facebook to 
get community news updates:

facebook.com/brazoriacountybulletin

has become that valuable?" I asked 
the young man assigned to the task. 
"That, and someone stole the whole 
thing yesterday," he said, "dispenser 
and all." 

I guess it was going to happen 
sooner or later. 

I accepted the sheet, hoping that 
the young man was not asymp-
tomatic. He was touching a lot 
of sheets. I began to wipe off my 
hand and the cart’s top handle bar. 
The store was unusually quiet and 
not crowded. There were plenty of 
products, although the crowd favor-
ites were missing. 

“It was hectic in the morning 
when they all came in for the usual 
staples,” said the manager.

There were plenty of eggs to 
choose from, and even bottled 
water. That may be a good sign that 
things are calming down. We can 
just hope, anyway.

Earlier, I stopped by Buc-ees and 
got into a brief conversation with 
one of the clerks about toilet paper.

“They are prying the dispensers 

open in the bathrooms and stealing 
the rolls,” he complained.

It was bound to happen. Perhaps 
soon, a clerk will stand next to us 
in each stall, handing out single 
sheets of toilet paper. “I like to 
use two sheets at a time, please. 
What’s the limit?”

But I’m not the harbinger of only 
bad news. 

People seem to be friendlier – at 
least those I have run across – 
even though we have to stay six 
feet apart from each other. Shop-
pers are, for the most part, under-
standing about waiting in line on 
the X where each of us is supposed 
to be.

Some of us have trouble seeing 
the big blue X marks on the floor 
and have to be instructed by the 
cashier. “Sorry. I know it’s there for 
a reason,” I said, and moved the 
cart over on top of the X. The guy 
behind me was  equally observant 
and also  moved his cart.

Then it was time to check the 
mailbox. The post office was 
deserted. I stuck my head in the 

open doors to make sure everything 
was O.K. Maybe someone held 
them up and stole all their toilet 
paper.

“We’re open. Come on in,” said 
the clerk behind the counter.

“Where are all the people,” I 
asked.

“I don’t know. Maybe they're 
shopping,” he said.

I think they were at home count-
ing the toilet paper rolls they bought 
early in the morning, perhaps plan-
ning to trade them for some hand 
sanitizer.

I bought some stamps and 
practiced social distancing until he 
asked me to sign the signature pad 
with one of those sticks attached to 
it, which other people paying with 
credit cards have already touched. 
Social distancing isn’t perfect.

I was ready with my travel-sized 
anti-bacterial hand sanitizer to kill 
those germs right off my hands. 
I found a bunch of those bottles 
around the house the other day 
while cleaning up. It was like finding 
gold, even better.

(Continued from Page 1)
Stories from the virus front: Social distancing is not perfect

of having my children weave bath-
room tissue from common house-
hold objects - like the fuzz under our 
couch cushions, pet hair plucked 
from my black dress pants, and a 
stockpile of our dryer lint. Just think 
of how rewarding it will be when 
your children clean themselves with 
something that they’ve crafted with 
their own hands - while you save 
the store-bought stuff for yourself.

Next, it’s important to teach our 
children compassion by checking 
on elderly neighbors during times of 
crisis to be sure they are safe, well 
supplied and sufficiently annoyed by 
people checking on them. If you do 
take your children to visit a nearby 
senior citizen, be sure to practice 
social distancing by remaining at 
least six feet away so that your 
neighbor is more likely to miss when 
they throw a can of hominy at you 
and tell you to get off their porch. 
And if you notice a lonely senior 
trying to survive without a sufficient 
number of bored and whiny teen-
agers around, offer to keep them 
company by having yours camp in 
their back yard for the next month.

Speaking of the back yard, with 
the arrival of spring, it’s time to get 
the lawn into shape, which for my 
family involves cleaning up after 
our two dogs, who have spent the 
winter transforming my property into 
a corporate feed lot. With Easter 
just around the corner, you can 
give your teens a chance to relive 
their childhoods by brushing up on 
their egg-hunting skills - only these 
eggs ain’t brightly colored or filled 
with Skittles. Armed with rubber 
gloves, an old sock, or receipts 
from Starbucks, the kids will have a 
blast gathering puppy grenades that 
otherwise will most certainly wind up 
lodged in the treads of my favorite 
sneakers. Heck, you could even 
make it a contest!The teen with the 
most “eggs” wins a free squirt of 
hand sanitizer!

These are strange and unset-
tling times in which we are living, 
working, and praying for more Lysol. 
Family members must do all they 
can to keep one another and our 
fellow citizens safe and healthy 
during this global pandemic. Until 
the crisis ends, my family is willing 
to step up and help by limiting our 

social interactions, checking on our 
elderly relatives and neighbors, 
and washing our hands thoroughly 
- especially after collecting those 
brown Easter eggs.

Hang tough, be well, and God 
bless!

Copyright 2020 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.

Kids can help prepare for Easter, find toilet paper alternatives
(Continued from Page 1)

Precursors to waffles existed over 
4,000 years ago when hotcakes 
were cooked on heated stones 
and were flipped so that both sides 
received heat. At some time during 
the Iron Age, heated iron plates, or 
griddles, were used on both sides of 
these cakes.
Source: checkiday.com Graphic: Staff, TNS

History of the waffle
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The first 25 years of The Bulletin have been a lot of fun. Our goal is to 
make the next 25 years even better. We will celebrate 50 years in 2044.

Mark your calendars. Thank you to all our readers and advertisers.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

nurses. He gave their skills to them, 
and He also has enabled research-
ers to discover new ways to treat 
some of the maladies that affect our 
bodies. 

God also created our bodies 
and put within them the ability to 
respond to medical treatment. I 
often think of the Apostle Paul’s 
beloved companion, Luke, who was 
a doctor (see Colossians 4:14).

Pray for your cousin, and also do 
whatever you can to encourage her 
to get the help she needs. I note 
that you say she’s getting older, and 
sometimes as we grow older we find 
it harder to take care of ourselves 
or make some of the decisions we 
need to make. When this happens, 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o 
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-
GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Doctors and nurses serve God with their healing skills
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: My cousin is getting older 
and has a lot of physical problems, 
but she refuses to go to a doctor 
because she says God will heal 
her if she just has enough faith. 
I’m concerned about her, but I 
don’t know what to do. Is she 
right? - Mrs. C.J.

A: God certainly can bring 
healing directly to us in some 
instances, but this doesn’t mean 
we should turn our backs on doc-
tors or medical treatment when we 
need them. Jesus said, “It is not 
the healthy who need a doctor, but 
the sick” (Mark 2:17).

After all, God works through 
people to get His work done in 
the world, including doctors and 

we may need others to help and 
encourage us. The Bible tells us to 
“serve one another humbly in love” 
(Galatians 5:13).

Pray, too, that your cousin’s faith 
may grow stronger, no matter what 
the future holds for her - and that 
yours will, as well. It can as you 
commit your life to Christ and learn 
to walk with Him through prayer 
and the study of His Word, the 
Bible.

R.I.P. to a legend
Curly Neal, the Harlem Globetrot-

ters’ dribbling dervish, died Thurs-
day at age 77.

Something tells us Meadowlark 
Lemon was waiting at the Pearly 
Gates with a bucketful of confetti.

Dentured Servant Dept.
Not that Tom Brady is getting 

up there in years or anything, but 
the Tampa Bay Bucs now refer to 
their training table as the early-bird 
special.

Grab your cheat sheets
The NFL draft will go off as 

scheduled April 23-25, the league 
announced — except it will be 
done remotely instead of live in Las 
Vegas. Frantic GMs are suddenly 
pounding the phones to get tips 
from veteran fantasy owners.

Tweet of the Week
“FACT: This marks the first 

#OpeningDay in MLB history when 

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

And you think your neighbor’s 
dog’s barking is incessant?
Elisha Nochomovitz — in the 

midst of the coronavirus lockdown 
in France — ran an entire marathon 
on his 23-foot apartment balcony 
in Balma. It took him 6 hours and 
48 minutes to complete the roughly 
3,000 laps, and a bit of a crowd 
gathered down below to watch him 
do it.

“It was about launching a bit of 
a crazy challenge and bringing a 
bit of humor, to de-dramatize the 
confinement situation,” he told AP. 
“(The neighbors) were very under-
standing.”

Envelope, please
British Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson, who on March 3 bragged 
he “shook hands with everybody” at 
a hospital with COVID-19 patients, 
has now tested positive for it.

On the bright side, though, he’s 
the slam-dunk favorite for the 
inaugural Rudy Gobert Touch of 
Stupidity Award.

Where’s the safetyman?
NFL broadcasters, in keeping with 

the coronavirus theme, will hence-
forth refer to busted coverages as 
“social distancing.”

All for naught
England’s Premier League might 

play matches with no people in the 
stands for a while once the pan-
demic ends.

To assuage hard-core soccer 
fans, they plan to list the attendance 
as “nil.”

A slice hit
Sidelined Pirates players 

arranged to have 400 pizzas 
delivered to the staff at Allegheny 
General Hospital in Pittsburgh.

That’s what you call throwing 
some cheese.

RSI alert
The Welsh town of Llanfairpwll-

gwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwylll-
lantysiliogogogoch — 58 letters 
strong — boasts the longest such 
name in Europe.

Toughest job in town? Jer-
sey-stitcher for the local soccer 
team.

all 30 teams are at home.” — @
JoshRawitch

Hold that line
The betting website BetOnline.ag 

has installed Ohio State’s football 
team as an early 7 1/2-point favorite 
over Michigan this coming season.

That line, of course, is dependent 
on another spread — whether the 
two teams are even allowed to get 
closer than 6 feet from each other 
on Nov. 28.

Cheers for booze
Liquor stores have been declared 

an “essential business” and will thus 
remain open during Washington 
governor Jay Inslee’s hunker-down 
edict. So for you Mariner fans with 
enough toilet paper and an eye on 
the upcoming season, feel free to 
start hoarding alcohol, too.

Do I hear seven?
Seahawks linebacker Michael 

Kendricks’ sentencing for insider 
trading has been pushed back yet 
again — for the sixth time.

Or to put it in football terms, 30 
yards for delay of game.

Tweet at Joe’s
Sidelined sportscaster Joe Buck 

will do a play-by-play narration 
of your quarantined existence in 
exchange for a charity donation, 
tweeting, “Send me videos of what 
you’re doing at home, and I’ll work 
on my play-by-play. Seriously!”

Predictably, Cowboys fans are 
already complaining that Buck is 
biased toward Green Bay’s shut-ins.

Letting some air out
NASCAR is imposing staff salary 

cuts of 20-25% until there’s a return 
to racing.

Or, as the folks in accounting 
prefer to call it, restrictor-plate 
paying.

Drinking game
Comedian Argus Hamilton, via 

Facebook, on why he gave up golf 
at the same time he got sober 33 
1/2 years ago: “It made not drinking 
a lot easier.”
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menus are subject to change
Wednesday, April 8: Frito pie, pinto beans, cooked cabbage, peaches 

& cottage cheese, cornbread, dessert.
Thursday, April 9: Oven-fried chicken, macaroni & cheese, lima beans, 

beets, pears & cottage cheese, sliced bread, dessert.
Friday, April 10: CLOSED Good Friday. Happy Easter!
Monday, April 13: Spaghetti with meat sauce, carrots, turnip greens, 

slaw, garlic sticks, dessert.
Tuesday, April 14: Birthday celebration: Baked chicken, dressing/

gravy, creamed potatoes, green beans, carrot & raisin salad, rolls, birthday 
cake. Happy Birthday to those born in April!

Meals on wheels available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals avail-
able - call before 8 a.m. Take-out meals - call by 10:30 a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m.

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks



Page 14  THE BULLETIN   April 7, 2020  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Tackle 
all your tasks with confidence in the 
week to come. Your positive attitude 
will make people sit up and take 
notice. Because you are known to 
be reliable, someone might agree to 
trust you with a bigger job or more 
responsibilities.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
might be focused on peace and 
harmony not only for yourself, but 
for your family and friends as well. 
As the week flies by, you might find 
time for some romantic moments 
with a special someone and enjoy 
exploring hobbies in depth.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Spending your money on something 
that won’t pay dividends, however, 
might feel wasteful. In the upcoming 
week, your focus may turn to getting 
the most bang for your buck.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You probably know that knowledge 
is powerful, so learn a great deal in 
the week ahead and share it with 
others. You can make a favorable 
impression on loved ones and busi-
ness contacts with your foresight 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The 
best way to create a great outcome 
in whatever you do is to oversee 
the details yourself. As this week 
unfolds, you may be adored, but 
there will be some additional perks 
and advantages to performing hard 
work.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Your 
remarks may be memorable. Some-
one may appreciate your grasp of 
the intricacies of a plot or a strategy. 
Your loved ones or a partner may 
have a handle on how to make 
more money by planning ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Some people may not understand 
your natural social skills. You may 
not understand why they seem so 
resistant to relaxing and having a 
good time.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Act 
on your insights in the early part of 
the week, when a spur-of-the-mo-
ment decision can prove profitable. 
Think about long-term earnings so 
that you and a partner can have 
more security and a comfortable 
financial future.

and charitable attitudes.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): Restrain your competitiveness. 
You might share the spotlight with 
others in group activities or when 
making public appearances. Be 
gracious towards those who share 
the stage this week and focus on 
making astute financial decisions.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You might decide your interests 
are better served by waiting for a 
sale. To get the best that money can 
buy, you may need to save up your 
pennies over time.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Determine the most acceptable 
work levels before you take on a 
new project in the week ahead. 
Wearing yourself out with an extra 
shift or additional duties might not 
be worth the bother unless it adds to 
your financial security.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
There may be no such thing as a 
lifetime guarantee when it comes 
to relationships. However, some 
people you meet early this week 
can become long-term friends.

April 7
1927 - The first long-distance TV 

transmission was sent from Wash-
ington, DC, to New York City. The 
audience saw an image of Com-
merce Secretary Herbert Hoover.

1930 - The first steel columns 
were set for the Empire State 
Building.

1933 - Prohibition ended in the 
United States.

1966 - The U.S. recovered a 
hydrogen bomb it had lost off the 
coast of Spain.

April 8
1789 - The U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives held its first meeting.
1834 - In New York City, Cor-

nelius Lawrence became the first 
mayor to be elected by popular vote 
in a city election.

1913 - The Seventeenth amend-
ment was ratified, requiring direct 
election of senators.

April 9
1682 - Robert La Salle claimed 

the lower Mississippi River and all 
lands that touch it for France.

1867 - The U.S. Senate ratified 

the treaty with Russia that pur-
chased the territory of Alaska by 
one vote.

1913 - The Brooklyn Dodgers’ 
Ebbets Field opened.

April 10
1790 - The U.S. patent system 

was established when U.S. Presi-
dent George Washington signed the 
Patent Act of 1790 into law.

1825 - The first hotel opened in 
Hawaii.

1849 - Walter Hunt patented the 
safety pin. He sold the rights for 
$100.

1912 - The Titanic set sail from 
Southampton, England.

1916 - The Professional Golfers 
Association (PGA) held its first 
championship tournament.

April 11
1921 - The first live sports event 

on radio took place this day on 
KDKA Radio. The event was a 
boxing match between Johnny Ray 
and Johnny Dundee.

1931 - Construction on the 
Empire State Building was com-
pleted. The building was dedicated 

and opened on May 1.
April 12

1877 - A catcher’s mask was 
used in a baseball game for the first 
time by James Alexander Tyng.

1955 - The University of Michigan 
Polio Vaccine Evaluation Center 
announced that the polio vaccine of 
Dr. Jonas Salk was “safe, effective 
and potent.”

1961 - Soviet Yuri Alexeyevich 
Gagarin became first man to orbit 
the Earth.

April 13
1943 - U.S. President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt dedicated the Jefferson 
Memorial.

1945 - Vienna fell to Soviet 
troops.

1949 - Philip S. Hench and asso-
ciates announced that cortisone 
was an effective treatment for rheu-
matoid arthritis.

1959 - A Vatican edict prohibited 
Roman Catholics from voting for 
Communists.

1963 - Pete Rose of the Cin-
cinnati Reds got his first hit in the 
major leagues.

Jumbles: SWEPT  UNIFY  AROUND  COLONY
Answer: The new heating/cooling system would be ready when they had all their -- “DUCTS” IN A ROW
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Took a powder
5 Wake-up call alternative
10 Real estate ad abbr. after 2 or 3, 
commonly
14 Golfer Aoki
15 Blender button
16 “Wonderfilled” cookie
17 One of a daily three at the table
19 __ colada: cocktail
20 Heart rate

21 Tempo
22 Tar Heel State university
23 Hunting dog
25 Israeli currency
27 __ out a living
29 Fiber-__ cable
32 Temperate
35 Jinx
39 Tokyo, long ago
40 Drink cooler
41 Ten-spot

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
CARP  SOLE  TUNA  PIKE  SHARK  PERCH  SMELT  TROUT  MARLIN

42 Ga. neighbor
43 Voting mo.
44 Ditching class, say
45 Visa rival, for short
46 Mournful toll
48 Former OTC market regulator
50 Trendy, with “the”
54 NFL team that moved from St. 
Louis in 2016
58 Perfume that sounds forbidden
60 Foes of us
62 “The Bourne Identity” star Matt
63 Universal donor’s blood type, 
briefly
64 Reality show hosted by rapper 
M.C.
66 “Golly!”
67 Suggest
68 Salinger title girl
69 Aardvark fare
70 Affectionate nickname
71 __-Pei: wrinkly dog

DOWN
1 Talks like Sylvester
2 Suffix with arab
3 San Andreas __
4 Like much breakfast bread
5 Jungle chest-beater
6 Sugar cube
7 Real estate calculations
8 Gunslinger’s “Hands up!”
9 Brawl
10 Girl with a missing flock
11 Military marching unit
12 Gambling town northeast of 
Sacramento
13 Sound of pain
18 Smell bad
24 Halfway house activity
26 Oddball
28 Spreads, as seeds
30 Sitting around doing nothing
31 Win over gently
32 Luxurious fur
33 Twitter’s bird, e.g.
34 Utmost effort
36 Brit. honor
37 Brooks’ country music partner
38 In base eight
41 Fries sprinkling
45 Costs for sponsors
47 Guffaws or giggles
49 Iraq’s __ City
51 Code of conduct
52 SeaWorld orca
53 Entice
55 Horse-and-buggy-driving sect
56 Mother’s nickname
57 Lip-curling look
58 Frat party robe
59 Very shortly, to Shakespeare
61 Mid-21st century date
65 Cornea’s place
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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