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We ‘lapped the miles’ by train, along with Emily Dickinson and Sherlock Holmes
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

Every now and again I sit at a 
railroad crossing for what seems 
like an hour – and is probably more 
like four or five minutes – as 
an almost unbelievably 
long freight train lumbers 
slowly by in front of my 
car.

Sometimes when that 
happens I tap the steering 
wheel and fume about the 
delay.  But one morning 
I wasn’t in any hurry so 
I turned off the car’s engine and 
watched the old fellow squeak 
and rattle along, slowly building up 

momentum for its journey.
A snippet of poetry popped 

up into my mind, which isn’t an 
uncommon occurrence. This time it 
was a couple of lines about a train 

courtesy of Emily Dickin-
son: “I like to see it lap the 
miles, and lick the valleys 
up.”

When I was a kid up 
in Oakwood I used to lay 
awake in my bed and look 
out the window every night 
as a passenger train, the 
Eagle, rumbled by in the 

darkness.  Some of the lights in the 
private compartments would be on, 

THE WORDSMITH

Remembering when the iron horse ruled long-distance travel.(Continued on Page 12)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The product arrived in the mail, 
just like promised. I ordered the free 
sample of some sort of face cream 
for my wife.

I wasn’t too worried about it, since 
the product offer was through a 
company I trusted. As it turned out, 

that company 
had nothing to do 
with the promo-
tional product 
other than selling 
space for it on 
the bottom of its 
website.

A few weeks 
later while check-

ing one of my accounts, I saw that 
there were two withdrawals total-
ling almost $200. It was from the 
company that sent the free product. 
I allowed them to draft a small ship-
ping charge for the product. That’s 
how they got my account informa-
tion.

But I thought that the offer came 
from the nationally respected com-
pany I had been doing business with 
for a while. I didn’t know that they 
were just peddling my name and 
contact information.

Luckily, the online information 
on the withdrawals also included a 
phone number, which I called right 
away.

“We’re  sorry that you are not 
satisfied with the product. It’s a 
great product. I use it myself,” said 
the poor soul on the other end, 
who knew what was coming. I was 
probably not the first person to call 
with sticker shock. She probably had 

RAMBLINGS
Have a blessed EasterHickberry, USA 

getting popular

By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

Get this: More people are fleeing 
big cities for rural areas, and some 
are doing so because they fear a 
major financial collapse is imminent.

According to U.S. Census Bureau 
estimates, big cities are losing popu-
lation at a rapid clip. Chicago’s Cook 
County saw 66,000 people move out 
in 2016.

Many of these people are moving 
to rural areas in the Northwest and 
elsewhere. The Chicago Tribune 
explains that a growing number 
of them are survivalists who seek 
homes that they can defend in the 

(Continued on Page7)

City slickers migrating 
to urban locals
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

Did you know?

If you like what you see, pick up another copy for a friend or let 
them know that we are also avaliable at

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Beer Retail 
Dealer’s On-Premise License (BE) 
by Mikel’s Pub LLC, operating 
as Mikel’s Pub, to be located at 
3491 CRD 310, Brazoria, Brazo-
ria County, Texas.   Managing 
Member of the Limited Liability 
Company is Carl Eddie Mikel, Jr.

AND I THOUGHT WE HAD SOMETHING SPECIAL: After 
connecting with a woman through an online dating service for several 
months, a man agreed to meet up with her at a hotel in Springfield, 
Ore. He left the door to his room open at her request and went to take 
a shower. While he was doing that, she entered the room and stole his 
clothes, money and his iPhone.

HELLO, BOB, BACK AGAIN I SEE: A burglar got stuck in the 
chimney of a business in Alexandria, La., and, after an employee helped 
him out of there, he was taken to the Rapides Parish Detention Center. It 
was the 77th time he was locked up in that facility.

NO, YOU GO THAT WAY … NO, THAT WAY! Two men fired 
shots into the front of a business in Kannapolis, N.C., at 2 in the morning 
so they could steal a television set. The cops showed up as they were 
loading it into a vehicle, so they jumped into separate vehicles to make 
their escape. But they crashed into each other as they attempted to exit 
the parking lot.

I FEEL PRETTY, OH SO PRETTY: A man, who was arrested for 
drunk driving in Pittsburgh, got into a fight with police during which his 
sweatpants came partially down, revealing that he was wearing some 
lovely pink lingerie.

HOW DID YOU GUYS GET HERE SO FAST? A man stole an 
unmarked police car, setting off an alarm at the police station in South 
Lanakshire, Scotland. The vehicle was swiftly recovered and the thief 
arrested.

THE COAST IS CLEAR; NO COPS; ONLY GIRAFFES: A shop-
lifter fled a department store in South London, only to be intercepted 
outside by an off-duty policeman who happened to be on a pub crawl 
with his friends. Interestingly the officer and all of his pals were dressed 
as giraffes for some reason.

LOOK, WE DON’T WANT TO RUSH INTO THINGS: A 106-
year-old woman in a retirement home in Pirassununga, Brazil, has 
become engaged to a fellow resident of the facility. He is 66. Neither has 
been married before.

I AM ONLY DOING THE LORD’S WORK, OFFICER: A man 
made a fraudulent wire transfer of $7 billion into his account, and he told 
arresting officers that felt he had the blessing of Jesus Christ, who, he 
believed, wanted him to be wealthy.

AND WE PROMISE WE WON’T ARREST YOU, HA HA: 
Several pounds of marijuana were delivered to the wrong address in 
Columbus, Ind., and the residents promptly turned the drugs in to the 
police. Officers have requested that the rightful owners come to the 
police station to claim it.

I KNOW HOW THIS MUST LOOK: A  woman who apparently 
forgot to dress because she was high on methamphetamine broke into 
a house in Baxter County, Ark., and trashed it. When the homeowners 
returned, she threw things at them and then ran to a near-by house and 
was pounding on the door when the cops showed up and took her away.

Richwood plans open house, meet and greet May 19
The City of Richwood is celebrat-

ing 60 years of serving our residents 
and is welcoming some new addi-
tions to its staff with an Open House 
at City Hall on Friday, May 19, from 
6-8 p.m. 

This is an opportunity for 
residents to meet the mayor, city 

council, city manager, city secretary, 
police officers, fire fighters and 
administrative staff, as well as some 
of the civic volunteers. 

In addition to meet and greet 
opportunities, residents are invited 
to enjoy food and drinks from some 
fine Richwood establishments, tours 
of City Hall, and to learn more about 
the past, present and bright future of 
Richwood. 

This is a family friendly event 
with police cars and fire trucks for 
the kids to tour as well as engag-
ing demonstrations and information 
for all ages. The City of Richwood 
hopes to see you at City Hall and 
encourages business owners and 
anyone interested in contributing 
to contact Councilwoman Lauren 
LaCount at (979) 480-3086, for 
more information.• People who trust their gut 

instincts are more likely to correctly 
predict the outcome of events.

• Cell phone radiation has been 
linked to insomnia and using your 
phone before bed can prevent you 
from getting a good night’s sleep.

• The number of Nutella jars sold 
in a year could cover The Great 
Wall of China eight times.

• In 2011, the United Nations 
declared Internet access a human 
right.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

Did you know?

WHY TODAY’S YOUNG 
ADULTS DRINK LESS 

Q. Have you heard that many 
young adults these days are 
choosing to stay sober?  Why 
might that be?

A. The factors are many and 
varied, but “it’s impossible to ignore 
the role of new financial pressures,” 
says Jon White in “New Scientist” 
magazine.  “Millennials (those born 
between the early 1980s and mid 
1990s) in many places are loaded 
with student debt, have faced 
recessions, are living in an era of 
greater job insecurity, widening 
income inequality and also rising 
housing costs.” 

Then, too, rather than meeting 
in a bar or at somebody’s house 
party drinking alcohol, social-
izing via group chats can now 
be done online using laptops, 
tablets and smartphones.  With 
ready-on-demand cameras, 
smartphones may also play into 
younger people’s fear of appear-
ing drunk in photos posted online 
for all to see.  In a recent report, 
Beer-maker Heineken concluded 
that “self-awareness and staying in 
control” are the main motivations 
for reduced drinking on a night out 
for millennials.

Consider several other fac-
tors:  As Western populations are 
becoming more cosmopolitan, they 
are incorporating newcomers from 
cultures where drinking is less 
common. For example, London 
with the most diverse population 
in the UK also has the highest 
concentration of people who are 
teetotal (30%).  Also, millennials 
may be experiencing a backlash 
to the excesses of their parents 
(born primarily from 1946 to 1980), 
whose drinking has either risen or 
remained high in recent decades.      

Though it’s hard to determine 
which factors among many are 
most critical, White says, “the 
payoff for maintaining alcohol con-
sumption at a low level is poten-
tially huge in terms of lives and 
money saved and pressures eased 
on healthcare systems.”

SPACED OUT LED LIGHTS
Q.  Over the last decade, 

roughly half of the municipalities 
in the U.S. have upgraded their 
street lighting to energy efficient 
and long-lived LEDs (light-emit-
ting diodes), saving residents 
money and reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions.  Yet one profes-
sion in particular is unhappy 
about this trend.  Who would 
that be?

A.  Astronomers, notes Daniel 

Clery writing in “Science” maga-
zine.  The problem is not that LEDs 
are brighter; it’s their color.  Old-
fashioned lighting is typically “soft,” 
with a yellow hue, while LEDs 
emit a harsh white containing a 
significant component of blue.  And 
since blue light scatters more in the 
atmosphere than red light (that’s 
why the sky is blue), LEDs create 
more light pollution haze.  This 
haze degrades night-sky viewing 
by eye and telescope, frustrating 
astronomers.

Now LEDs with a softer, more 
reddish spectrum are becoming 
available, and some cities are 
adopting them.  With appropri-
ate lighting fixtures and adjacent 
landscaping, these newer LEDs 
can actually reduce haze.
EVOLUTIONARY THUMPING 

Q.  “The room exploded in 
deep thumps,” recalled paleon-
tologist Julia Clark in describing 
the heart-pounding experience 
years earlier when she visited a 
breeding project at New York’s 
Bronx Zoo.  What was doing the 
thumping, and how does it relate 
to those “beloved beasts of the 
Mesozoic,” the dinosaurs?

A.  Dinosaurs, it turns out, didn’t 
roar since “their anatomy just 
wasn’t built for it,” but they weren’t 
mute either, says Gemma Tarlach 
in “Discover” magazine.  After 
Clark and colleagues studied the 
anatomy and sound repertoire of 
their nearest living relatives -- birds 
and crocodilians -- they concluded 
that dinos “probably mostly made 
closed-mouth vocalizations, like 
crocodilians today” (“Evolution”).

At the zoo, Clark visited a Chi-
nese alligator breeding room and 
when a door slammed shut, every 
male alligator erupted in “THUMP 
THUMP THUMP THUMP.”

Concludes Tarlach, “Now 
consider that ominous thumping 
coming from a T.rex, more than 100 
times the size.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

• According to a UN report, 
Norway is now the happiest country 
in the world for 2017.

• Whitney Houston was a 
producer for the 2001 movie “The 
Princess Diaries.”
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Hurricane Matthew one of the deadliest Atlantic storms
By Jenny Staletovich
Miami Herald (TNS)

MIAMI — Hurricane Matthew will 
officially go down as the deadliest 
Atlantic hurricane in more than a 
decade.

The fierce Category 5 storm 
plowed across the Caribbean and 
up the Florida coast for 11 days 
last fall, and was blamed for killing 
585 people directly and another 13 
people indirectly. In Haiti, where 
most of the fatalities occurred, 

another 128 people are still missing. 
Altogether, more than 3.7 million 
people fled their homes, with most 
on the southeast coast of the U.S.

In its official report, the National 
Hurricane Center also assessed 
its own performance, giving itself 
good marks for tracking the storm’s 
path, but not so great for predicting 
intensity.

Matthew formed off St. Lucia as 
a tropical storm Sept. 28 in a year 
that marked a major milestone: 

Florida’s first hurricane strike in 11 
years by an earlier, weaker storm, 
Hermine. Matthew scooted up the 
coast of Florida for a day and a 
half, ultimately making landfall near 
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Models used to determine the 
short-term track did better than the 
previous five-year average predict-
ing Matthew as it veered closer, to 
between 12 hours and 24 hours out. 
But between three and five days, 
another internal model did worse, 

By Linda Robertson
Miami Herald (TNS)

MIAMI — Rick Knabb, director of 
the National Hurricane Center since 
the season of Isaac and Superstorm 
Sandy in 2012, is leaving just before 
the 2017 season cranks up to 
become an on-air hurricane expert 
at the Weather Channel.

Knabb, the fourth director at the 
Miami-based agency since Max 
Mayfield retired in 2007, plans to 
start his new job in Atlanta on May 
15.

During his tenure, Knabb oversaw 
improvements in forecasting and 

hazard alerts, including new storm-
surge watch and warning communi-
cations and increased accuracy in 
mapping the track and intensity of 
hurricanes.

“I am moving on to a new and 
exciting opportunity that will not 
only allow me to spend less time 
traveling and more time at home 
with family, but extensive time in 
the studio at The Weather Channel 
focusing on hurricane and disaster 
safety communication that has 
become my greatest passion,” said 
Knabb, who worked at the channel 
from 2010 to 2012.

In 2016, Knabb guided the center 
during the most active season since 
2012. There were 15 named storms 
and seven hurricanes, including 
Hermine and Matthew. 

No Category 3 or higher hur-
ricanes struck the U.S. during his 
years in charge.

National Weather Service Director 
Louis Uccellini said Knabb was an 
innovative leader.

“Under his watch, NHC launched 
several new decision support tools 
to help America prepare for and 
respond to hurricane threats,” 
Uccellini said.

Hurricane center’s director leaving to join Weather Channel
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How to provide relief for dry eye
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Dry eyes occur when your tears 
— a mixture of water, fatty oils and 
mucus — aren’t able to provide 
enough lubrication for your eyes.

This can happen because your 
eyes don’t make enough tears or if 
your tears are poor quality. Aging is 
a common cause of dry eyes, but 
certain medical conditions and some 
medications also can result in dry 
eyes.

Some people with dry eyes find 
relief without buying any special 
treatments or eye drops. One option 
is to apply warm compresses to the 
eyes. You can use a warm wash-
cloth or a heated beaded mask, and 
apply to the eyes for 10 minutes. 
Then, gently wash your eyelashes 
and eyelids using watered-down 
mild shampoo.

By unplugging any plugged oil 
gland pores on the eyelid margins, 
oil from the eyelid can freely glide 
over the surface of your eye to form 
a protective layer — much like a 
sheen of oil sometimes can be seen 
in parking lot puddles after rain. 
This can take a few days to benefit 
you, and it keeps your tears from 
evaporating so quickly.

If warm compresses and lid 
scrubs don’t work, you may consider 
using eye drops. Avoid eye drops 
that state they will reduce redness, 
as prolonged use of this type of eye 
drops can cause irritation. Instead, 
use artificial tears. Some contain 
preservatives to prolong shelf life, 
but these can cause eye irritation 
if used more than four times a day. 
For more frequent use, try preserva-

tive-free eye drops. These come 
in packages of multiple single-use 
vials. After you use a vial, you throw 
it away.

Lubricating eye ointments have a 
thicker consistency. They coat your 
eyes, providing longer-lasting relief 
from dry eyes. Since these products 
can blur your vision temporar-
ily, they are best used just before 
bedtime.

If nonprescription eye drops 
aren’t helping, talk to your eye 
doctor. Sometimes, an underly-
ing problem, such as Sjögren’s 
syndrome or rosacea, may need 
to be treated first. If a medication 
you take for another condition is 
causing your dry eyes, your doctor 
can discuss whether changing your 
prescription might help.

If an inflammation on the surface 
of your eyes is causing your dry 
eyes, it may be possible to control 
it with prescription eye drops that 
contain the immune-suppressing 
medication cyclosporine (Restasis). 
This medication may require several 
months of regular use before symp-
toms improve.

The U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration recently approved a new 
kind of eye drop solution, lifitegrast 
(Xiidra), which may work a little 
faster than cyclosporine. Lifitegrast 
also works to decrease surface 
inflammation, although in a different 
way than cyclosporine.

Other options that may provide 
relief from dry eyes are available, as 
well, include tear duct plugs to keep 
tears from draining out and dissolv-
able eye inserts.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER Brazoria County’s Domestic Violence Court only one of three in state
Brazoria County created a spe-

cialized Domestic Violence Court 
that is designed to enhance victim 
safety, increase offender account-
ability, provide consistent judicial-
decision making, provide early 
intervention and reduce recidivism.

Currently there are only two other 
Domestic Violence Courts in Texas, 
located in Dallas County and El 
Paso. 

Brazoria County’s Domestic 
Violence Court is based out of the 
300th District Court with Associate 
Judge Chad Bradshaw. This Court 
is an integrated court which also 
hears all Child Protective Services 
cases, Orders for Protection and 
Family cases. 

The Domestic Violence Court 
Program is an accountability based 
program for offenders who have 
been placed on community supervi-

sion for offenses involving family 
violence. 

 The program ranges from 10 to 
18 months and requires participants 
to appear in court every 2 weeks, 
which allows Judge Bradshaw 
to monitor their progress in the 
program. 

All participants are required to 
complete a 36-52 week Batterer’s 
Intervention and Prevention Pro-
gram (BIPP), participate in BIPP 
interactive journaling, complete a 
substance abuse evaluation, attend 
a Domestic Violence Victim Impact 
Panel, attend Prison for a Day, and 
complete a psychological evalua-
tion. 

The DV Court also offers free 
specialized training to Law Enforce-
ment Officers, Child Protective 
Services employees, Probation Offi-
cers, Prosecutors, Victim Services 

Agencies, and treatment providers. 
Recently,  the DV Court Program 

hosted its first free training for 
criminal justice professionals at 
the Brazoria County Courthouse. 
The program was a Sexual Assault 
Family Violence Investigators 
Course (SAFVIC) that provided 24 
hours TCOLE credit to law enforce-
ment officers. 

Local speakers at this train-
ing were District Attorney’s Office 
Victim Services Unit- Joshua 

Collins, Executive Director of 
the Women’s Center of Brazoria 
County- David Moore, Justice 
of the Peace Precinct 1, Place 
1- Judge Jack Brown, Justice of the 
Peace Precinct 3, Place 1- Judge 
Mike Merkel, Justice of the Peace 
Precinct 2, Place 2- Judge Richard 
Davis, and Domestic Violence 
Court Judge Chad Bradshaw. 

The training was a success with 
21 different agencies being repre-
sented and 31 attendees. 

(From left to right) Domestic Violence Court Program Manager-Kelli 
Wright, Domestic Violence Court Judge Chad Bradshaw, and Domestic 
Violence Court Supervision Officer Meghan Ryan.

Gone with the wind
WBNS-TV viewers in Colum-

bus, Ohio, missed the deciding 
moments of Sunday’s North 
Carolina-Kentucky regional title 
game — Malik Monk’s tying 3 and 
Luke Maye’s final-second winner 
— because its weather staff cut 
in to deliver news of a tornado 
warning for Franklin and Madison 
counties.

Heidi was unavailable for com-
ment.

Sports quiz
The biggest upset of this year’s 

NCAA Tournament was:
a) Wisconsin beating Villanova
b) South Carolina beating Duke
c) Luke Maye being in class at 

North Carolina at 8 a.m. Monday 
— 16 hours after hitting the shot 
to beat Kentucky

Sports quiz II
Major League Baseball just 

announced its first official hot dog, 
and it is:

a) Nathan’s
b) Oscar Mayer
c) Manny Ramirez

Just sin, baby
A Nevada brothel owner says 

he plans to open a Raiders-
themed bordello in 2020. And for 
an extra $50, they’ll even throw a 
penalty flag for excessive celebra-
tion.

Color us impressed
Between the lines? No kidding.
The Washington Post is com-

memorating Opening Day by 
offering its readers an MLB color-
ing book.

Hitting the showers
New Mariners pitcher Drew 

Smyly will miss the season’s first 
6-8 weeks for what manager 
Scott Servais originally described 
as a “soggy” elbow. Soggy in 
Seattle? He’ll fit right in!

Batting cleanup
Honest Company is rolling out 

a new line of “Born A Fan” diapers 
featuring MLB team logos. In 
other words, more than the bases 
will be full this season.

Sign of the times
Spotted on a placard in the 

stands at a Cavs-Hornets game 
in Charlotte: “Thomas, get your 
grades back up and next time 
you’ll be here. Love, Dad.”
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event that a collapse occurs.
Lucky for me, I already have a 

rural homestead outside of Pitts-
burgh. I bought the modest fixer-
upper 20 years ago. It sits high on 
a big piece of ground near a small 
town I shall refer to as Hickberry.

My father and I did some basic 
renovations to make it livable. I lived 
in it for a few years, then rented it 
out to live the high life in Washing-
ton, D.C. I moved back to the house 
five years ago and am almost done 
with a total rehab.

But here’s one thing I learned 
along the way: The people in metro 
Washington are way different 
from the good-natured people of 
Hickberry.

You see, D.C. is populated with 
thousands of people with master’s 
degrees, who rely on other people 
to feed them and keep them shel-
tered when it is raining. If something 
calamitous goes down, they won’t 
have any idea how to survive.

Unlike the sophisticated folks in 
Washington, however, my Hickberry 
neighbors are resourceful and 
clever. They rely on no man.

My neighbors know how to grow, 
trap or shoot their own food. More 
importantly, they know how to make 
their own alcohol. No matter what 
might happen, they will stay rela-
tively comfortable and safe.

If all heck breaks loose, my 
neighbors and I will be just fine.

All of my neighbors have shot-
guns and pistols and they know 
how to use them. Nobody with any 
sense would ever try to break into 
their homes to rob them - unless he 
wants a load of buckshot deposited 
in his derriere.

There is no need for contingency 
plans in places like Hickberry.

If the electricity shuts down, all 

my town will lose is one stoplight 
and a couple of streetlamps. If 
the water stops pumping, few will 
mind; a lot of folks have wells that 
produce tasty water. If there is a 
food shortage at the supermarket, 
country folks are prepared. All of my 
neighbors have deer meat stashed 
somewhere within their houses.

Even if an electrical glitch stops 
everyone’s car from running 
- late-model automobile motors are 
computerized - my neighbors will be 

fine. Their 1976 AMC Pacers - and 
other pre-computerized cars that so 
many country folks keep on blocks 
- will be put to good use.

A few years ago, a professor in 
England made the news by criticiz-
ing today’s young people for their 
inability to fix anything. They didn’t 
grow up building shacks and go-
karts, as I and millions of other kids 
did in the ‘70s. No, they grew up 
with electronic devices that hardly 
ever break and get replaced with 
new electronic devices if they do 
break.

These little snowflakes will be in 
for a world of hurt if the doomsday 
scenario that the “preppers” and 
survivalists keep preparing for ever 
does come to fruition.

I’ll be just fine in Hickberry, 
though.

I’ll still be able to amble down to 
the VFW to sing Willie Nelson tunes 
on karaoke night. I’ll snack on some 
deer jerky as I enjoy a snort of a 
neighbor’s homemade hooch.

So I can see why more people 
are fleeing big cities for rural places 
like Hickberry.

© 2017 Tom Purcell. Tom Purcell, 
author of “Misadventures of a 
1970’s Childhood” and “Wicked Is 
the Whiskey,” a Sean McClanahan 
mystery novel, both available at 
Amazon.com, is a Pittsburgh Tri-
bune-Review humor columnist.

(Continued from Page 1)

Hickberry is becoming more popular as city populations drop

‘The people in metro 
Washington are way 
different from the 
good-natured people 
of Hickberry.’
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Los Angeles Times (TNS)

For the last seven years or so, 
Joseph Armendariz of West Covina, 
Calif., has watched the price of 
his annual Disneyland pass creep 
higher, prompting him to wonder 
when the cost finally would be out 
of reach.

Armendariz, who works at a 

community college administration 
office, paid $619 for his annual 
pass, which lets him into the park 
on all but 50 days of the year. If the 
charge continues to rise, he said 
he may be forced to get a cheaper 
$469 annual pass that blocks him 
for about 140 days.

“They are pricing out parts of the 
community,” he complained. “It is 

becoming a very niche thing where 
only certain people can go.”

Prices are rising for most forms 
of entertainment, including movies, 
concerts and sporting events. But 
the cost of a theme park ticket has 
gone up much more than that of 
other pastimes over the last decade, 
with Disneyland and Universal 
Studios Hollywood boosting prices 
last month.

Like Armendariz, theme park fans 
grouse about the bigger tab, but 
most aren’t ready to abandon the 
parks altogether — as shown by 
rising attendance numbers.

“We have not seen any pushback 
from the marketplace,” said Dennis 
Speigel, president of International 
Theme Park Services, a consultant 
to the industry. “If you look at the 
industry, we are still seeing growth.”

Theme park operators say the 
price increases come in response to 
strong demand and reflect the mil-
lions of dollars spent over the years 

Ticket costs for 
theme parks 
climbing higher 
than their roller 
coasters

on new high-tech attractions.
“In the last 10 years, we’ve made 

unprecedented investments in the 
Disneyland Resort, allowing us to 
introduce even more experiences 
more often to our guests,” Disney-
land spokeswoman Suzi Brown 
said.

Universal Studios spokes-
woman Audrey Eig said theme park 
customers are paying for an all-day 
experience with “immersive lands 
and technologically advanced rides 
and attractions.”

Since 2007, the average price of 
an adult ticket for Disneyland has 
jumped 67 percent to $110, while 
the price of a ticket at the front gate 
at Universal Studios Hollywood 
has climbed 88 percent to $120. At 
Knott’s Berry Farm in Buena Park, 
Calif., the front gate ticket price has 
jumped 50 percent to $75. 

Tickets to theme parks in 
Orlando, Fla., have increased at 
about the same pace. 
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Alumna Lucilla Henderson to speak at 
Brazosport College commencement
Brazosport College is pleased to 

recognize Distinguished Alumna and 
Board of Regent Lucilla Henderson 
as its 2016-17 Spring Commence-
ment speaker.

Brazosport College’s Spring 
Commencement is scheduled for 

Saturday, 
May 13, at 
the Dow 
Academic 
Center. 
Two com-
mence-
ment 
ceremo-
nies will 
be held, 
the first 

at 10 a.m., followed by another 
ceremony at 2 p.m.

The 10 a.m. commencement is 
for Associate of Arts (AA), Associate 
of Science (AS) and Associate of 
Arts in Teaching (AAT) graduates, 
while the 2 p.m. commencement will 
be for Bachelor of Applied Technol-
ogy (BAT) and Associate of Applied 
Science (AAS) graduates.

Henderson will speak at both 
ceremonies.

Henderson, a Brazoswood High 
School graduate, attended Brazo-
sport College concurrently during 
her senior year, as well as one year 
after high school. She went on to 
attend Texas State University and 
graduated with a BBA in Marketing. 

She is an active member and 
Paul Harris fellow of the Brazosport 
Rotary Club, and serves as a board 
member for the Alliance of Brazoria 
County.

 She is also a member and past 
chairman of the Brazosport Area 
Chamber of Commerce, as well as a 
board member for the Credit Union 
Executive Society (CUES) Council 
of Texas. She earned the Outstand-
ing Woman of the Year award by the 
Brazosport Area Chamber in 2010.  

Henderson was named Distin-
guished Alumna by Brazosport 
College in 2004 and was appointed 
to the College’s Board of Regents 
in 2007. She is currently serving her 
10th year on the Board.

Henderson spent 23 years in the 
shopping center industry, where she 
held marketing director and general 
manager positions in Lake Jackson 
and Houston. She earned her CMD 
and CSM certifications as a shop-
ping center professional.

 In 2008, she joined TDECU as 
Vice President of Marketing, and 
currently serves as Vice Presi-
dent of Community and Business 
Engagement for the organization.    

She has been active in the com-
munity throughout her career, serv-
ing as a Board member for Junior 
Achievement of Brazoria County, 
the S.P.C.A. of Brazoria County and 
the Lake Jackson Development 
Corp. for the City of Lake Jackson. 
She is also active in youth ministry 
at St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
in Lake Jackson. She and her 
husband Eric have three children 
– Audrey, Indy and Emily.

For more information about 
Brazosport College’s Com-
mencement ceremonies, visit 
www.brazosport.edu/graduation.

BC priority registration under way
 Priority registration for Brazosport College’s 2017 summer and fall semes-

ters has started.
Priority registration is open for veterans, pre-approved honors and dual-

credit students. Students are encouraged to register and pay tuition and fees 
online from their own computers at their convenience. Open registration for 
all students begins on Monday, May 1.

All other summer and fall 2017 registration dates are as follows:
— April 10: Students with 45 or more credits completed.
— April 17: Students with 30 or more credits completed.
— April 24: Students with 15 or more credits completed.
— May 1: Open registration begins.
To register online, students can use Brazosport College’s registration 

system, myBC, which can be found at www.brazosport.edu/mybc.
For more information, visit www.brazosport.edu/register, or call the 

college’s main switchboard at (979) 230-3000. 
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Rick Steve’s Europe

The Baths of Caracalla in Baden-Baden are an indoor/outdoor wonderland of steamy pools, waterfalls, hot 
springs, cold pools and saunas. Only sauna-goers disrobe; bathers are clothed, making this a more accessible 
experience for travelers. (Sandra Hundacker, Rick Steves’ Europe).

Soaking it up in Europe’s best spas
By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency
  With my intense travel schedule, 

I savor detours where I put away 
the schedule and notes and simply 
enjoy the moment. And for me, 
there’s no better detour in Europe 
than visiting a public bath or spa for 
a relaxing, good soak.

  Some Americans are prudish 
when it comes to enjoying public 
baths in Europe - especially when 
the dress code is just a towel. I 
understand the hesitation; my first 
time was awkward too. I was with 
friends - a young, good-looking 
German couple. As they disrobed 
in the changing area, I felt like the 
Road Runner 
just beyond the 
cliff’s edge. Then 
I eased up and 
did the same. It wasn’t sexy - simply 
open and free.

  One of my favorite bath experi-
ences is in the German town of 
Baden-Baden. It’s said that the 
Roman Emperor Caracalla may 
have soaked away his rheumatism 
here. Today the town has two very 
different baths. 

The Roman-Irish Bath (Fried-
richsbad) is traditional, stately, 
indoors, contemplative, and relaxing 
- it’s just you, the past, and your 
body. The Baths of Caracalla (Cara-
calla Therme), with both indoor 
and outdoor areas, are more perky, 
modern, and social. 

  I prefer Friedrichsbad - a steamy 
world of peaceful pools, exquisitely 
tiled sauna rooms, sans clothing - 
where, for the cost of a good dinner, 
you get the works.

Multilingual signs lead you from 
room to room. Highlights include the 
soap-and-brush massage (rough 
and slippery) ; the central pool, 
where women and men glide like 
swans under a divine dome; and 
after all that hot water, the cold 
plunge (don’t wimp out; it’s invigo-
rating). 

Afterward, you lay in a silent 
yellow room, swaddled in warm 
towels. After Friedrichsbad, you’ll 
feel, as they say, five years younger 
- or at least no older. 

  In spa-loving Germany, you 
don’t have to make a special trip to 
find a public bath; many towns have 
one. For instance, in the Bavar-
ian valley town of Schwangau, the 

Royal Crystal Baths (Konigliche 
Kristall-Therme) offer just what a 
body needs after a day battling 
crowds at Neuschwanstein castle. 
As you soak, enjoy the poolside 
view that’s as grand as King 
Ludwig’s - or even better, consider-
ing it includes his inspiring castle.

  Like Germans, Hungarians 
enjoy a good bath. Hungary has 
more than a thousand hot springs, 
and Budapest alone has about two 
dozen mineral baths. Of these, 
the most accessible and fun is the 
Szechenyi Baths. Located in the 
middle of City Park, Szechenyi has 
indoor pools and a stunning outdoor 
complex, including a fun pool with 

jets, bubbles, and 
circular rapids. 
You’ll see locals 
of all shapes and 

sizes squeezed into tiny swimsuits, 
babushkas floating blissfully in the 
warm water, and the Speedo-clad 
old boys’ club gathered around 
chessboards. 

  One of my strangest spa 
experiences was in the Czech town 
of Trebon. Home to a peat spa, it 
attracts patients from all over the 
world, who come for weeklong stays 
to get naked and buried in the black, 
smelly sludge that’s thought to cure 
aching joints and spines. Envision-
ing the elegance of Baden-Baden, I 
had to give it a whirl. 

  After climbing into a stainless-
steel tub, the attendant pulled a 
plug. I quickly disappeared under 
a rising sea of peat broth, my toes 
poking out of the hot brown and 
glassy-still sea. 

After my peat bath, I showered off 
the sludge and was ushered into the 
massage room. My attendant laid 
me face-down for a full-body mas-
sage (despite my insistence that I 
had to go). 

I walked out with a mucky 
massage cream causing my shirt 
to stick to me, and without a clue 
what soaking in that peat soup was 
supposed to accomplish. Still, the 
experience was worth it, if only to 
experience the surreal “One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” atmo-
sphere of Czech medical institu-
tions.

  Another memorable spa experi-
ence is the Finnish sauna, which 
has particular appeal during the 
long, cold winters. Finns say the 

sauna is a great equalizer - here, 
unclothed and having your back 
slapped with birch twigs (which 
supposedly enhances circulation), 
there are no bosses. Everyone’s 
equal. Just inside the door is a big 
cooler stacked with frozen bundles 
of birch twigs and B.Y.O.B. bottles 
(if you want a beer, you bring 
your own). Each time I sweat with 
strangers in a Finnish sauna, I walk 
away impressed at the way 5 million 
people can maintain a distinct cul-
ture here in this far-northern corner 
of Europe.

  Whether in a German spa, 
a Czech peat bath, or a Finnish 
sauna, a fun part of travel can be 
enjoying the spas with strangers. 
Let go of your inhibitions. You’ll 
likely enjoy a fun time and a warm 
avalanche of acceptance - and have 
a great story to tell when you’re 
home. 
 (Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) 
writes European travel guidebooks 
and hosts travel shows on public 
television and public radio. Email him at 
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog 
on Facebook.)
           (c)2017 RICK STEVES

Harry Potter ride gets HD after losing 3D
By Hugo Martin
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — Less than 
four months after Universal Studios 
Hollywood removed the 3-D feature 
from its Harry Potter flying simula-
tor ride, the park has upgraded the 
attraction to include high-definition 
images of fire-breathing dragons, 
enchanted trees and evil flying 
creatures.

The images shown during Harry 
Potter and the Forbidden Jour-
ney, once projected on the ride’s 
wraparound screens at the rate 
of 60 frames a second, are now 
projected at 120 frames a second. 
The park described the technology 
as 4K-HD, referring to horizontal 
resolution of about 4,000 pixels in 
high definition.

The ride, which uses sets and 
various technologies, including 
animatronics and film projection, 
gives riders the sensation that they 
are flying with Harry Potter around 
Hogwarts Castle and through a 
Quidditch match while escap-

ing a dragon, Dementors and an 
enchanted willow.

It is the centerpiece ride of the 
$500 million Wizarding World 
of Harry Potter expansion that 
opened last April, the latest in a 
series of new attractions added to 
the park over the last two years. 
Although Universal Studios Hol-
lywood remains a smaller rival of 
Disneyland, its latest offerings have 
improved its ability to compete.

In December, the park quietly 
removed the 3-D feature from the 
ride, eliminating the need to put 
special glasses on each rider. The 
3-D technology was touted as set-
ting the California ride apart from 
a similar attraction at Universal’s 
Islands of Adventure in Orlando, 
Fla.

At the time the 3-D feature was 
eliminated, park representatives 
declined to explain the reason. 
But several riders and theme park 
enthusiasts had said the Forbidden 
Journey ride made them nause-
ated.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Don’t underestimate the wages of sin
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Why should I be held responsible for what Adam and Eve did 
thousands of years ago? I know the Bible says they sinned and were 
judged as a result, but why should God judge me for what they did? 
- Z.K.

  A: God doesn’t judge us for what someone else did; we alone are 
responsible for our sin, and we alone will stand before God to give an 
account of what we’ve done. The Bible solemnly warns, “The one who 
sins is the one who will die” (Ezekiel 18:4).

  You are, however, correct when you say that Adam and Eve’s sin 
affects us all. They lived in a perfect world, without sin or imperfection of 
any kind. Moreover, they experienced unbroken fellowship with God and 
with each other. But one day Satan tempted them, and his temptation was 
very strong: he told them they would become like God if they only turned 
to him. In a moment of weakness, they believed Satan’s lie, and they 
disobeyed God. The result was catastrophic, bringing death and sin into 
their world - and into ours.

  Why must we live with the consequences of what they did? The 
reason is because they did exactly what we would have done if we’d been 
in their place. Just as your representative in Congress votes in your place, 
so Adam and Eve “voted” in our place. The Bible says, “Sin entered the 
world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death 
came to all people, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).

  Don’t ever underestimate sin’s terrible consequences. But don’t ever 
underestimate God’s great love, either! “For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

been handling calls like this all day 
long.

It was my responsibility to read 
the fine print and cancel the monthly 
orders, she said. Otherwise they 
would be shipped for six months 
straight.

That’s almost $1,200, I replied. 

I can’t spenf that much money 
on face cream. I need to cancel 
everything right now and would like 
a full refund.

“That’s against our policy. You 
didn’t call before your 14-day trial 
period expired.”

“Are you for real?” I thought to 
myself. I was getting a full head of 

steam by then. But I worked hard to 
control myself. I have learned that 
losing your patience is counterpro-
ductive in such situations. It only 
weakens my case.

“I need it canceled now, please, 
and my money refunded. This is not 
the way to do business,” I said in a 
semi-calm manner.

She put me on hold, and when 
she came back, she informed me 
that my account had been canceled. 
However, the current charges could 
not be reversed, and she hung up.

That was a mistake. I instantly 
pushed redial. The last time I was 
this mad was when a big corpora-
tion inserted its flyers into the paper 
unauthorized and then one of its 
representatives decided to insult me 
rather than fix the problem.

It happened three times, and 
each time I complained, I was 
brushed off as a nutcase.

Then I sent a certified letter to 
corporate headquarters and copied 
it to the rude person who enjoyed 
hanging up on me so much. Inside 
was a detailed account of how the 
corporation will be sued, when and 
where, and an invoice. Two weeks 
later we were paid in full.

I should have also asked for an 
apology in writing, but was too busy 
taking the check to the bank.

Back to the face cream rip-off. 
Another voice came on the line. 
“We have already canceled your 

account.”
“I want all my money back. This 

is deceptive and stealing. You can 
hang up on me also, but I’ll just get 
more mad, and I’ll call back again,” I 
said in a fairly nice voice.

A few useless minutes later, 
I finally had enough. “Get ready 
to come down here with lawyers, 
because after I report you to every 
state and federal agency under the 
sun, I’ll also sue you in beautiful 
Brazoria County. I don’t even care if 
I get anything out of it. I’ll just do it 
because you are stealing people’s 
money.”

It felt good to say that. After being 
put on hold again, she came back 
on the line and made a counter 
offer: A 50 percent refund, and I 
accept this month’s product. She 
was anxious to give me a confirma-

tion number for the refund.
OK. I’ll take it. She also recorded 

me saying that I would not pursue 
legal action. That’s fine. I’m not 
going to. We never talked about any 
other action, though.

The company names are HCI 
Health Care in Florida and BDI 
Health Care in Georgia. It’s the 
same company. Its number is 1-800-
380-8606. Costco sold them access 
to me and probably thousands of 
other customers. Do not respond 
to these type of offers of any kind. 
It’s a trick by some very dishonest 
people to pick your pocket.

Live and learn. If they offer a 
free product but want your credit or 
debit card to process shipping and 
handling, run. They’re about to rip 
you off.

To be continued.

The company that charged me a small shipping for a free sample proceeded to clean me out
(Continued from Page 1)

Editor’s note: Don’t feel bad. 
We had to look them up also.
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and one car – probably the bar car 
– would be brightly lit.  Highway 79 
and a wide pasture separated my 
bedroom window and the tracks, 
but I could see it plainly as it made 
its nightly appearance, like an old 
friend waving as it passed.

Since then I’ve worked trains into 
my books once or twice, not nearly 

as effectively as Agatha Christie did, 
making a breathing, steam-belch-
ing major character in her “Murder 
on the Orient Express.” And my 
advice to writers wanting to clearly 
establish a bygone era and locale 
is to run a train through it, because 
not many things are as nostalgic or 
romantic.

I remember when I was maybe 

eight or nine first making the 
acquaintance of Mr. Sherlock 
Holmes, who often traveled by 
train with Dr. Watson. Sometimes 
Sherlock would smoke his big pipe 
as the wheels sang their way over 
the tracks. He’d puff away as he 
mulled over whatever case he was 
investigating, all the while watching 
the sheep-dotted green landscape 
of rural England go by. And I’d stop 
reading and imagine how fine that 
must be.

You see, I fell in love with trains 
before I ever rode one.

Then my parents surprised my 
sister and me with a railway trip to 
Austin. Oakwood still had a depot 
then, a pretty little building with a 
steeply-slanted roof that you would 
expect a depot to look like.  But it 
was no longer used, and trains just 
clanged past it. So we boarded in 
Palestine, some 20 miles to the 
north.

When we came back through 
Oakwood, I waved at our house 
across the pasture and the highway.

We spent most of that trip looking 
out the windows at farms and towns 
and woods, and we ate in the dining 
car just like Bing Crosby and Danny 
Kaye did in “White Christmas.”  In 
Austin, we took a cab or a bus 
(probably a bus; my father was, um 
… thrifty)  to the state capitol build-
ing for a visit, then got on the Eagle 

and came home.
The last part of that return journey 

was in darkness, and when we 
flew through Oakwood, it was too 
dark for me to see our house.  But 
I knew that my window was over 
there somewhere, and my bed.  And 
I wondered if other children had 
watched the Eagle, with me aboard, 
as she’d lapped the miles and licked 
the valleys up.

I’ve ridden a good many trains 
since then. I’ve been rocked to 
sleep by their gentle swaying, have 
laid newspapers and novels aside 
to watch scenery float by, have 
chugged, with my wife Karen and 
our children, to the top of Pike’s 
Peak and back down again, and 
even took a turn around the Hous-
ton Zoo in a train so small that I was 
sore for the rest of the day.

And I have a vivid memory of one 
train journey from London to Dover, 
where I boarded a ferry to cross 

the English Channel and then, at 
Pas de Calais, climbed on another 
train bound for Paris. Outside the 
big window northern France was all 
yellow mustard fields and quaint vil-
lages bathed in golden sunlight, till 
finally the grand old lady presented 
herself, her Eiffel Tower ablaze with 
light in the early evening.

But I’ve never had a train trip that 
equaled that first one, when I waved 
at my house. Both that house and 
the train called the Eagle are long- 
gone now.

Except when I close my eyes 
and think of them, like I did recently 
when that old chugger kept me wait-
ing at the crossing.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Good stories travel by train, as many of us did when the iron horse criss-crossed the country

Iconic scenes of the way 
traveling by train used 
to be are recreated at 
the Galveston Railroad 
Museum, 2602 Santa Fe 
Place, Galveston, right 
on the Strand. The price 
of admission will take 
you back in time. For 
more information, go to 
galvestonrrmuseum.com.
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 ARIES (March 21-April 19): Drive and determi-
nation are divine. Focus on achieving business and 
financial security rather than pursuing romance in the 
week ahead. Tell the truth, and don’t romanticize your 
status in a public venue.

  TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Teamwork expedites 
timely tasks. In the week ahead, you can spread busi-
ness know-how in a friendly, helpful way that earns 
priceless appreciation. Co-workers may help you or 
ask you to donate to a worthy cause.

  GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your faith in a better 
future will be rewarded this week. You may be sur-
rounded by negativity or doubts may briefly undermine 
your confidence. If you wait until this downturn passes, 
the conditions will improve.

  CANCER (June 21-July 22): The majority rules. 
When you are part of a group, your individual opinions 
may not count for much when what is good for the 
largest part of the group is at stake. In the week to 
come, you should support your mate.

  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may be easily dis-
tracted by fantasies and fancies in the week to come. 
Steer clear of new romantic entanglements in the next 
several days. You might be blinded by someone’s 
surface attractions and miss the facts.

  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Use business strate-
gies to upgrade your bank account. You can make 
more money this week by working with what you 
have than with what you don’t. Jump into action with 
projects that were previously shoved aside.

  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Focus on achieving finan-
cial freedom. You don’t consider yourself a professional 
adviser, but someone might knock on your door and ask 
for advice. You may be invited to explore some new ideas 
in the upcoming week.

  SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You can be gracious 
when you have a guru. Hook up with helpful people who 
demonstrate a talent for success in the week to come. 
Some of their successful habits may rub off on you. Find a 
leader to follow.

  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Detachment from 
your personal desires may be the answer. You may be too 
wrapped up in what you think should be done to consider 
other viewpoints. Keep on plugging away at a creative 
project.

  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You can become 
lost in a fog of wishful thinking in the week ahead. Don’t 
begin home remodeling projects unless you have a plan 
already in place. Use your enthusiasm and energies in 
constructive ways.

  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Value cooperation and 
consideration. There is a tendency to be too competitive 
and aggressive as this week unfolds. If you listen to the 
wisdom of those who have more experience, a chronic 
situation could be relieved

  PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Think things through 
thoroughly. The snap decisions you make now could 
cause regret later. Rather than wasting your money on silly 
pleasures in the week ahead, focus on being reliable and 
do a little fix-up and repair.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1925, the iconic novel “The Great 
Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald was 
published. In 1963, the nuclear-
powered American submarine 
USS Thresher failed to surface off 
Cape Cod, Mass., in a disaster that 
claimed 129 lives.

April 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1814, Napoleon Bonaparte abdi-
cated as emperor of France and 
was banished to the island of Elba. 
In 1968, President Johnson signed 
into law the Civil Rights Act of 1968, 
one week after the assassination of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

April 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, the U.S. Civil War began as 
Confederate forces fired on the Fed-
erals’ Fort Sumter off the coast of 
South Carolina. In 1945, fourth-term 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
died of a cerebral hemorrhage while 
vacationing in Warm Springs, Ga. 
He was 63.

April 13: ON THIS DATE in 

1742, Handel’s “Messiah” was first 
performed in Dublin, Ireland. In 
1970, the U.S. Apollo 13 spacecraft, 
on its way to the moon, was crippled 
when a tank of liquid oxygen in 
the service module exploded. The 
planned moon landing had to be 
aborted, but the crew returned 
safely to Earth. 

April 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1865, President Lincoln was shot 
in the head by actor and Confeder-
ate sympathizer John Wilkes Booth 
while Lincoln attended a play at 
Ford’s Theater in Washington with 
his wife. He died the next morning. 
In 1912, the gigantic cruise liner 
Titanic collided with an iceberg in 
the North Atlantic on its maiden 
voyage and sank a few hours later. 
More than 1,500 people perished; 
hundreds of others - mostly women 
and children - were rescued.

April 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1528, Spanish explorer Panfilo 
de Narvaez landed at what is now 

Tampa Bay with a force of 400 in 
an effort to settle Florida. In 1947, 
Jackie Robinson, Major League 
Baseball’s first African-American 
player, made his official debut with 
the Brooklyn Dodgers.

April 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1935, the first radio broadcast of 
“Fibber McGee and Molly” was per-
formed. In 1946, the United States 
first launched a captured German 
V-2 rocket in a test at White Sands 
Missile Proving Ground in New 
Mexico.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1932, Paul 
von Hindenburg, 84, was re-elected 
president of Germany, as the retired 
Prussian general of World War 
I fame was considered the only 
candidate who could defeat Nazi 
strongman Adolf Hitler.

This week’s question: In 
1962, who took over as anchor 
of “The CBS Evening News” from 
smooth-talking Douglas Edwards?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Jumble Answers
  Jumbles: MADLY  MOUND  CASINO  PUPPET
  Answer: To honor WWII’s heroes, Friedrich St. Florian came up with an idea that was -- MONUMENTAL
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

WEEKLY GEOGRAPHY QUIZ
 GEOQUIZ: What are the two largest cities in Kansas?
Answer:   Wichita and Overland Park. Wichita has a population of 

nearly 390,000, slightly more than twice the size of Overland Park, which 
is part of the Kansas City metro area.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• To grow potatoes, you have to plant actual potatoes, not seeds.
• Melissa Joan Hart was 20 years old when ‘Sabrina the Teenage Witch’ 

began, but her character was 16.
• Anna Faris claims she fell for Chris Pratt after discovering his collection 

of dead bugs.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Old West chasers
6 Child in the kitchen
10 Sleep under the stars, with “out”
14 Stage performer
15 Dance often accompanied by a 
ukulele
16 Heavenly bear
17 A Marx brother
18 Be the lookout for, say
19 Angler’s gear

20 Sounds of time
21 Pretense
23 Hold on to
25 43-Down alum Cheri
26 __ of thousands
28 GM labor group
30 Seaman’s double-breasted jacket
34 “Excuse me?”
35 Fit for the task
36 Upscale chocolate brand
37 Bush spokesman Fleischer

38 Take to the skies
39 Letters in some email addresses
40 Ring insert
41 Spotted cats may be spotted on 
one
43 Column-lined walkway
44 Game name often shouted during 
play
45 Like grams and liters
46 Wii forerunner
47 __ and crafts
48 Immune system component
50 Otherwise
52 Miss Teen USA contest, e.g.
55 Cigar remains
58 Proctor’s handout
59 Like a frittata
62 Talk show interviewee
63 Height: Pref.
64 Glutton’s demand
65 Use a soapbox
66 Some undershirts
67 The “Y” in YSL
68 Honda Accord, e.g.

DOWN
1 Treaty
2 Tres y cinco
3 Manual transmission
4 Place for a plug
5 Unevenly notched, as leaf edges
6 “__-ching!”
7 Wheel center
8 Vote into office
9 Husband of a fabled storyteller, in 
an L. Frank Baum title
10 Like a spicy Indian chicken dish
11 Locale
12 Teacher’s graduate deg.
13 Lacking color
22 Colored part of the iris
24 One on the FBI’s “Most Wanted” 
list
25 What borrowers do
26 Deep gap
27 Surrounding glows
29 Prince __ Khan
31 Ship’s bow decoration ... and, 
literally, the first word of 3-, 9- and 
24-Down
32 Blessed __
33 1990s Philippine president
35 Kilimanjaro’s locale
39 Wolfed down
42 Greek goddess of the hunt
43 NBC sketch series, briefly
47 Guarantee
49 Statehouse official: Abbr.
51 Old Nigerian capital
52 __ moss
53 Wheelbarrow shaft
54 Scandal suffix
56 This, to a senora
57 WWII machine gun
60 LSAT cousin
61 Word of assent
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
SNAKE  GECKO  CAMEL  MOOSE  MOUSE  HYENA  PANDA  KOALA
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