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Easter celebrations around county

By Sharon Toth
Bulletin Publisher

Easter is celebrated in Brazoria County in a variety of ways
– from egg hunts to religious events. Here is summary of various
activities in our area.
Every evening at 7 p.m. from April 18-21, “The Scarlet Thread”
will be presented at the First Baptist Church of Brazoria.
The free annual Passion Play’s theme changes each year. This
Easter season’s performance is based on the Biblical scripture,
“Though your sins be as scarlet, I shall wash them white as
snow.”
The Passion Play, which incorporates music, dance and
special effects, features a 40-member choir and more than 80
characters. There will be a special night for senior citizens on
Thursday, April 18, and a deaf fellowship night on Friday, April
19, which features sign language interpreters. All are welcome.
The church refers to the play’s message of God’s salvation for
the world by sacrificing His Son as “the love story of the ages.”

(Continued on Page 4)

Organization is not my strong point
By Ernie Williamson
Special to The Bulletin

I’m not organized. Never was.
Once, back in my Army days, I returned to Vietnam from stateside R&R only to find the keys to dad’s car in my pocket.
Years later, not much has changed. My wife dutifully plugs in
her iPhone and iPad every night. I do so when the
The View screens go blank. And I’m not the type of person
from My who puts his wallet
car keys in the
Seat and
same place every day.
TV remotes? No telling where those
can end up.
My disorganization, however, has
gone from being a source of amusement to a real challenge. It must be
someone’s idea of a cruel joke that,
(Continued on Page 8)

Our new
property tax
appraisals and
sticker shock
You better sit down
before opening that
appraisal notice

Facebook lit up as soon as the
property appraisals started landing
in mailboxes. It was a bad case of
sticker shock.
We can handle a lot of things,
like the price of gas creeping up sometimes faster than we’d like. Or,
when food prices start pushing up.
We even handled well the possibility that the country could run out of
avocados in three weeks.
But many
of us blow a
fuse when the
new property
By John Toth appraisals
arrive. It hits us
Editor and Publisher all at once - no
creeping up here month after month.
I’m not trying to make a bundle on
my house or flip houses for a living.
I like watching those shows on TV,
but I make my living doing something else. I’m not planning to sell
my house, and it could use improvements faster than I can handle them.
We moved into our house in
1989 and raised a family here. If we
wanted to move and make some
money on it, we would have already
done it. With all the increase in
petrochemical activity in Brazoria
County, and people moving here,
this is a good time to sell a house.
But I like it here. I like the roots
I have put down, the people who
live in our community. I’m not going
anywhere. I like our homestead. It is

Ramblings

(Continued on Page 5)

Like us on Facebook

facebook.com/
brazoriacountybulletin
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Brazoria County museum plans herbal workshop May 11
Learn how to incorporate
herbs, and other natural products
into your daily health routine as
the Brazoria County Historical
Museum hosts “The Beauty of Self
Care,” a hands-on herbal workshop.
Led by Master Herbalist
Rebecca Laurent of Bekka’s
Planet, this workshop will examine
the physical imbalances caused by
the use of everyday products and
explore easy herbal alternatives.
Participants will learn how to
make natural herbal products for
their health and beauty, as well as
gain experience creating their own
herbal lotion to take home.
Find out how to naturally maintain your skin’s health, save money
and have fun while you’re at it.
The workshop will be held on
Saturday, May 11 from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the Brazoria County

OH, SO THAT’S WHAT THOSE NOISES WERE! Alaska state
troopers laid down spike strips across the road in Fairbanks to stop a
man who was fleeing, ripping the rubber off of his two front tires. But
he continued to drive on the rims, finally being apprehended on the Old
Valdez Trail in Salcha,19 miles away.
AND THERE’S NOT A JURY IN THE LAND THAT WILL
CONVICT HIM: The passenger in a car in East Deer Township, Pa.,
was arrested for choking the driver, because he continued to sing Christmas songs despite being repeatedly asked to stop.
HE REALIZES NOW THAT HE MAY HAVE BEEN WRONG:
A man, who is not one to be trifled with as he has been convicted of
crimes 38 times, was assaulted outside a bar in Sale, England. So he
got a chainsaw from his truck, fired it up, and went into the bar to seek
revenge on those who attacked him. Fortunately, he was tackled to the
floor before he could hurt anybody. His attorney told the court, “In hindsight, he should not have reacted this way.”
EVERYTHING O.K. IN THERE, HON? A shoplifter drank a sixpack of beer in the changing room at the Target in Lathrop, Calif., where
she stayed for over an hour, before walking out of the store with $200
worth of merchandise which she did not pay for.
MMMM, SOMEBODY SMELLS LIKE COOKIES: A woman was
charged with driving under the influence in New Canaan, Conn., after
getting drunk on Vanilla extract.
HOW COME I HAVE SO MANY NEW ‘FRIEND’ REQUESTS?
A middle-aged woman in Tuhovishta, Bulgaria, was greatly missing her
husband who was working in Britain, so she livestreamed him an X-rated
video of herself. Though she intended that only her husband see it, she
accidentally posted it to her 2,000 Facebook friends.
STICK ‘EM UP! ... NO! WAIT! KA-BLAM! Two men arranged
to meet outside of a credit union in Everett, Wa., so that one could sell
the other an iPhone. But the intended buyer pulled a fake gun to rob the
seller. So the seller pulled a real gun and shot him.
HE WAS HERE A MINUTE AGO, OFFICER: A man, who was
arrested for his “seventh, eighth or ninth” drunken driving offense after
he crashed his car into a snowbank in Wausau, Wisc., told police that it
was the actor Ryan Reynolds who was driving, and not him.

AgriLife Extension Office located at
21017 CR 171 in Angleton.
Tickets are $30 for museum
members and $40 for non-members and can be purchased at
the Brazoria County Historical
Museum. All herbal supplies,

lunch, and an Herbal Reference
booklet are included.
For more information, contact
the Museum at (979) 864-1208,
or email programs@bchm.org.
Enrollment is limited, and pre-registration is required.

NEW RENOVATIONS
FENCE COMPANY
We Specialize in Fences
Privacy Custom Fences Chain Link
Farm & Ranch Custom Gates
5-Year Warranty on All Work
Call us today for a FREE estimate
(979)900-7437 www.newrenovations.net
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
NO SNOW, BUT WE’LL TAKE
A SUPERBOWL DAY
Q. “When School Got Cancelled
Because of the Super Bowl,” the
headline reads. When did THAT
happen?
A. In 2001, on the island of
Guam, an “unincorporated organized territory” of the United States,
much closer to the Philippines than
to the continental U.S., says Dan
Lewis on his “Now I Know” website. As American citizens, islanders have adopted many mainland
customs, including an interest in
the big football game. But because
Guam sits in the Chamorra Time
Zone (a 15-to-18-hour shift forward,
depending on the game’s location),
kickoff was 9:30 Monday morning. “Year after year, Super Bowl
Monday on Guam is marked with
half-empty classrooms as kids (and
some teachers, too) take the day off
to watch the big game.”
In 2001, Guam’s Department of
Education (DOE) called a strategic
“time out,” drawing on one of its
unused typhoon makeup days in the
school schedule, “to give everyone
a day off on the football-created
pseudo-holiday that year.”
Fans were no doubt delighted
but approval was not universal.

According to the “New York Times,”
one local paper berated the DOE for
using the day “spuriously on trivial
matters” and called it “a dangerous
precedent.” Since then, there have
been no reports of school in Guam
being cancelled for the Super Bowl.
WORDS SAFARI
Q. You may never have been
on a safari, but that word and
others have traveled through time
and place to settle in the English
language. Can you define these
words and their origins: “aubade,”
“kurbash,” “postiche” and “prosopography”?
A. “Safari,” you know, is “an
expedition to observe (or, in the
past, to hunt) wild animals in their
natural habitat,” says Anu Garg
on his “A.Word.A.Day” website.
“Aubade” (O-bahd), from the
French, Spanish and Latin “albus”
(white), means “a morning song,
poem or music.” “Kurbash,” “a
whip, especially one made of hippopotamus or rhinoceros hide,” has
its origin in Arabic and Turkish.
Derived from the French,
Italian and Latin is “postishe”
(poh-STEESH), a “hairpiece” or
an “imitation” or “sham.” Finally,
“prosopography” has its roots in
German, Latin and Greek and
means “a study of people in a
group, identifying patterns, connec-
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tions, etc.: a collective biography.”
Its earliest documented use was
1577.
NEW AND IMPROVED
KILOGRAM
Q. The two scientists have had
the equation tattooed on their arms,
along with a French phrase, which
in English translates as “for all times
and for all people.” What are they
celebrating?
A. As of May 20, 2019, the kilogram will no longer be defined by
a metal cylinder carefully secured
under several bell jars and sequestered in a controlled environment
near Paris, says Emily Conover in
“Science News” magazine. Instead,
the mass of a kilogram will be
defined by a fundamental constant
of nature known as the Planck constant, “fixed at exactly 6.62607015
x 10 (to the minus 34th power)
kilograms times meters squared per
second.”
In 1795, France adopted a standardized system of units, the metric
system, known formally as the
International System of Units, with
the goal that the seven units should
be accessible to everyone and last
forever. But the kilogram fell short
of this, as did three other units. On
May 20, 2019, the kilogram, as
well as the ampere (unit of electric
current), kelvin (temperature) and
mole (amount of a substance), will
conform to the ideal.
Though most people won’t notice
the change, metrologist David
Newell and physicist Stephan
Schlamminger of the National Institute of Standards and Technology
in Maryland will herald the event in
distinctive fashion.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin
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Community Easter events planned around Brazoria County Author to discuss his book on painter
premises, and Kona Ice Sno Cones
The City of Richwood will host
Jesse Trevino at county museum
and Mama G’s food truck vendors
its Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday,
There will be child care for
(Continued from Page 1)

children in Kindergarten or younger,
and cookies and punch will be
offered after each show.
Lake Jackson Parks & Recreation’s annual egg hunts will be
held Thursday, April 18, at MacLean
Park.
There will be a kid’s egg hunt for
those 11 years old or younger and a
teen’s egg hunt for ages 12-17, and
both are set for 6 p.m.
The egg hunt for children is free,
while the teen hunt will be $7 each.
There will be 10,000 eggs for
the kids to find, while the teen egg
hunt will allow some lucky teens
to win prizes, including gift cards,
a Nintendo Switch and a 40-inch
Smart TV. Teens should register at
the recreation center, 91 Lake Rd.
The Easter Bunny will be on the

will be selling their goods.
Governor Hogg’s Easter Egg
Hunt will be held Friday, April 19,
from 10 a.m. to noon at Varner
Hogg Plantation State Historic
Site at 1702 N. 13th St. in West
Columbia.
Gov. Hogg, a.k.a. Michael Bailey,
Brazoria County Historical Museum
curator, will read the story of Peter
Rabbit to the children attending. He
and the Easter Bunny will preside
over the egg hunt. There will be
1,000 eggs. The event is free for
children, but there will be a charge
of $3 per adult.
The egg hunt will begin at 10:15
a.m. for small ones 2 years old and
younger; 10:45 for ages 3-4; 11:15
for ages 5-7 and at 11:30 for those
children 8 to 12 years old.

NEW RENOVATIONS
DECKING COMPANY
Let us build your new deck 5-Year Warranty on All Work

Domestic

Composite

Exotic

Call us today for a FREE estimate

(979)900-7437 newrenovations.net

April 20, at 11 a.m. sharp at Richwood Municipal Park, 600 Audubon
Woods Dr.
There will be more than 10,000
eggs. Age groups are infants to prewalking; walking to 24 months, 2 to
4 years; 5 to 6 years; 7 to 8 years;
and 9 years and up. All ages are
welcome. For more information, call
city hall at (979) 265-2082 or email
richwoodparksandrec@gmail.com.
Clute’s parks department is
reviving its Easter Egg Hunt after a
long absence. The hunt will be held
Thursday, April 18. It will be 6:30 to
7:45 p.m at Clute Municipal Park,
100 Parkview Dr. Age groups are
3 years and under; 4 to 6 years; 7
to 9 years; and 10 to 12 years. The
movie Peter Rabbit will be shown
at 8 p.m. For more information, call
(979) 265-8392.
Angleton is not hosting the
Spring festival this year or egg hunt,
but is offering free photo opportunities with the Easter Bunny on
Tuesday, April 16, at 6 to 7 p.m.,
Friday, April 19, 3 to 4 p.m and
Saturday, April 20, 1 to 2 p.m. at the
recreation center.
Freeport Parks’ Easter Egg Hunt
already has been held.
Please bring baskets for all hunts.
The Bulletin wishes our readers
and their families a blessed Easter!

Join the Brazoria County Historical Museum on Thursday, April 18, at 6:30
p.m. as it hosts author Anthony Head for his book “Spirit: The Life and Art of
Jesse Treviño.”
Limited quantities of the book will be available for sale at the Museum
during the event. Admission to the program is free. For more information,
telephone (979) 864-1208 or visit the Museum’s website at www.bchm.org.
Anthony Head will discuss his book “Spirit: The Life and Art of Jesse
Treviño,” which presents the inspiring story of artist Jesse Treviño.
Treviño is internationally known for realist paintings and public artworks
representing the history and cultural institutions of Mexican Americans.
He was born in Monterrey, Mexico, in 1946, but grew up in San Antonio.
He was drafted and sent to Vietnam in 1966. Under heavy fire, he sustained
life-threatening injuries including his right arm, with which he painted.
He went through two years of rehabilitation therapy and the amputation of
his right arm. Treviño was determined to learn how to draw and paint with his
left hand.
He later decided to enroll in San Antonio College. Treviño painted the
buildings, the people, the cars and pick-up trucks that populated his West
Side neighborhood.
This was all going on at the same time that Mexican Americans were fighting for their civil rights.
Head’s sensitive and elegant biography offers readers a story of sheer
determination to follow a dream.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Medical errors are the third leading cause of death in the U.S.
• More than 70% of all Porsche vehicles ever built are still on the road
today.
• Gap’s CEO earns 2,900 times as much as the company’s median worker.
• Walmart’s CEO earns 1,188 times as much as the company’s median
worker. Macy’s CEO earns 806 times as much as the company’s median
worker.
• At least once a day, your immune system spots and destroys a cell that
could have easily become cancerous had it lived.
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If you don’t protest your property appraisal, it will be taxed at the new, higher value this year
(Continued from Page 1)

filled with family memories.
So when I started reading those
Facebook comments, I braced
myself for the sticker shock. Then
the envelope landed in the mailbox,
and I opened it. I hit the jackpot - in
reverse. The property’s value had
been increased by $16,000.
Others commenting online said
theirs had increased by as much as
$40,000.
I think the Brazoria County
Appraisal District is trying to be fair. I
also think that property values have
gone crazy around here. But there
has to be a way to lower the burden
on those who have been here a
while and are not going anywhere.
Dear reader, even if you have
your house paid for, you don’t really
own it. The county does. If you don’t
pay your property taxes annually,

the county puts a lien against the
property and will collect it in due
time. The taxes and interest accumulate annually, so it’s a bad idea
not to pay property taxes.
These taxes are used to fund
our schools, cities, county and our
security. Without taxation, the social
services these entities provide
would not exist - like roads, water
and sewer, police departments and
so on.
But if you are having sticker
shock like I am after opening my
latest appraisal notice, there is
a way to lessen the blow a little.
Protest the appraisal and try to work
something out informally. If that’s
not possible, then you can always
file a formal protest.
This may not roll back the
property tax to previous levels, but
it helps. Nothing ventured, nothing

gained.
The appraisal notice is not a tax
bill. It just tells you how much the
property may be worth. The taxing
authorities set their budgets and tax
rates based on these numbers.
After the protest, (I hope you got
some increase shaved off,) pay
attention to the proposed tax rate
and the effective rate.
The effective rate is the rate
needed to generate the same
amount of revenue as in the
previous year. If the proposed rate
remains the same, you are getting a
tax increase because your property
is now appraised at a much higher
value.
The difference between the
effective rate and the proposed rate
is your tax increase. Taxing entities
seldom talk about the effective rate.
They advertise it because they have

to, but most of the time we just hear
that the tax rate has not increased.
But your value has, so pay up.
On a personal note, I’ll be making
my trek to the appraisal office and
hoping that we can reach some
compromise informally. I’ll let you

know how it turns out.
(I look forward to hearing from
you on this subject. Send me a note
at john.bulletin@gmail.com. You can
even send an old-fashioned letter
to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 2426,
Angleton, TX. 77516.)
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100 Club of Brazoria County to honor law enforcement officers at annual banquet April 18
The 100 Club of Brazoria County
2019 Law Enforcement Appreciation Banquet will be held at the
Lake Jackson Civic Center on April
18 at 6 p.m.
Individual tickets to the banquet
are $60 with reserved tables for
eight for $500. Reserved tables for
eight for Corporate Sponsors are

welcome at the following levels:
Platinum - $2,000; Gold - $1500;
and Silver - $1,000.
Requests may be directed to
Susan Golden, Executive Director
at (979) 236-8748 or emailed to
100clubofbrazoriacounty@gmail.
com.
Almost 300 members, commu-

nity leaders and elected officials
will honor law enforcement
officers of Brazoria County and
the 2019 Officer of the Year will be
announced.
Thirteen Brazoria County agencies have nominated officers to
receive the coveted Officer of the
Year Award. The Club will recognize every officer nominated,
and each nominee will receive a
Certificate of Appreciation. Three
finalists will be announced, and
one of these three finalists will be
the 100 Club of Brazoria County
2019 Officer of the Year.
Honorary Freeport Police Officer
Abigail Arias will participate in the
Program. Abigail was named an
Honorary Freeport Police Officer
at a swearing-in ceremony Feb. 6
and has since been participating
in events throughout the area. “We
are pleased and honored to have
Abigail and her family join us as
we recognize and thank all law
enforcement officers in Brazoria
County,” said Executive Director
Susan Golden.
The mission of the 100 Club
of Brazoria County is to provide
support to the law enforcement
families of those officers killed
in the line of duty. The Club also
provides grants to Brazoria County
Law Enforcement Agencies for
special equipment needs.
“Unfortunately, 14 law enforcement officers in Brazoria County
have been slain in the line of duty
in the past 100 plus years – one
as recently as 2016 – when Officer
Endy Ekpanya of the Pearland
Police Department was killed while
on duty,” said John Dewey, Chairman of the 100 Club of Brazoria
County Board of Directors. “Few of
us would trade places with the men
and women who daily risk their
lives for our safety and the safety
of our property. The least we can
do is to show them we care and to
promise – should the worst happen
- their family will not be left alone
and forgotten.” he said.
The 100 Club of Brazoria Coun-

ty’s Board of Directors established
the Friend of Law Enforcement
Award in 2016.
This award is given to recognize and thank those who go well

above and beyond in their support
of law enforcement and the 100
Club of Brazoria County. The 2019
honoree will be announced at the
banquet.

ADVANCED �
SKID STEER �
SERVICES

Brush Hog For Clearing Land,
House Pads, Driveways,
Auger For Digging Holes
Up To 36” Wide & 10’ Feet.
Call (979)-900-7437 for
Our Great Rates
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Bonus baby
Gold Kentucky home
SIDELINE CHATTER
Phillies star Bryce Harper and his
Kentucky has offered basketBy Dwight Perry
wife, Kayla, are expecting their first
ball coach John Calipari a lifetime
The Seattle Times (TNS)
child in August.
contract.
Pro rasslin’ can trace its
Harper was last seen practicing
Hey, don’t laugh: It certainly
roots all the way back to 267
his celebratory cigar flip.
beats a one-and-done.
A.D. Egypt
What, they’re telling us that wrestling matches were even fixed … 18
centuries ago?
A scientist reading fragments
of Egyptian papyri from the year
267 found a written contract that
called for Demetrius to take a fall
three times in a wrestling match
against fellow teenager Nicantinous in exchange for a 3,800drachma payoff, according to
Archaeology.org.
So what’s the next gut-punch to
our shattered innocence — that
chariot racing wasn’t always on the
up-and-up?
Water hockey, anyone?
Our neighbors’ country to the
north is warming at twice the rate of
the rest of the planet, according to
Environment and Climate Change
Canada.
Forward-thinking Canadian engineers, not to be denied, are already
hard at work on floating pucks and
curling stones.
Mini-series? No kidding
ABC-TV is slated to air a 10episode series on mini-golf called
“Holey Moley,” with Joe Tessitore
among those behind the mic.
What, no Booger McFarland
sideline reports from a golf cart?
Envelope, please
And the winner of this year’s Earl
Weaver Award is …
San Antonio coach Gregg Popovich — ejected just 63 seconds into
the Spurs’ latest game at Denver.
On the uptick
Washington pole-vaulter Olivia
Gruver broke the NCAA women’s
outdoor record with a 15-foot, 6
1/4-inch vault, eclipsing the school
record by more than a foot and the
Pac-12 mark by 5-plus inches.
No. 1 in the poles? No kidding.
Winning for losing
Louisiana is the most stressed
state, according to a study
by the personal-finance site
Wallethub.com.
It certainly was after the NFC
Championship Game.
Reeling in the fans
Last month’s GEICO Bassmaster
Classic on the Tennessee River
reported a record three-day attendance of 153,809.
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Memories are made of this ... if I can find it, somewhere
(Continued from (Page 1)

haphazard as I am, I now face a
more complicated daily routine.
Some of my daily “to-do” routine
is ordinary stuff we all face, like
charging the phone. If I can find it.
(By the way, is it progress if you
have to spend hours searching for
your phone only to find it under a
couch cushion? We always used to
know where it was - on the wall in
the kitchen).
Many of my new organizational
challenges result from getting older
and body parts wearing out. Also,
my battle with a spinal cord injury
adds to my daily routine. There are
new devices, new medicines, new
exercises … new things to forget.
My wife jokingly (I think) suggests we put a checklist by the
front door so I can make sure
I have everything before going
out the door. I would do that, but
I would probably misplace the
checklist.
If I had a daily checklist it would
include:
GLASSES: Too vain, I survived
for years with drugstore reading
glasses. They were cheap and, to
compensate for my disorganization, I would buy several pairs so I
would always have a pair handy. At
least that was the plan. Somehow,
though, I would always end up with
none at the office and several at

home … or vice versa.
The state settled it. I needed
prescription glasses to drive.
Surprisingly, I have had only
one faux pas with the prescription
glasses. Seconds after shutting my
locker at the Pearland Natatorium
I realized my glasses were locked
inside. I couldn’t get the glasses
out because I couldn’t see the
numbers and markings on the combination lock. With some trepidation
and lots of embarrassment, I gave
the combination to a stranger, and
he opened the locker.
HEARING AIDS: Tired of my
wife complaining about the loud TV
and not hearing my grandchildren,
I purchased hearing aids. These
hearing aids were made for someone like me: I hear a beep, beep,
beep as the battery runs low. The
only real problem is remembering
to wear them. Without them, I just
nod my head and smile.
WHEELCHAIR: Until recently,
remembering my manual wheelchair wasn’t much of a problem.
After all, I really can’t leave home
without it.
However, because of shoulder
problems, I added a power-assist
device activated and controlled
by a Bluetooth wristband. Tap the
wheel twice with the wristband, and
off I go.
The problem is that the device

and wristband need charging.
Even worse, I need to remember
to turn the wristband off when not
in use.
Recently I was sitting at a banquet table. I had forgotten to turn
the wristband off. I accidentally hit
the wheel with the wristband and
the wheelchair lurched forward,
pushing the table with it and pinning the poor women across from

me against the wall.
Add to these things a daily exercise program, leg braces, an elastic
binder to provide core support,
and medicines – some once a day,
some twice and others three times
– and you have quite a challenge
for someone as routine-averse as
I am.
In addition, I sometimes feel
like Col. Steve Austin. Remember
him? He was the fictional character
played by actor Lee Majors in the

County offers hurricane preparedness app
The Brazoria County Office of
Emergency Management recently
released a free mobile app, ReadyBrazoriaCounty, just in time for
hurricane season.
The app will help residents build
a personal preparedness plan and
receive real-time updates during
emergencies from Brazoria County
Office of Emergency Management.
The ReadyBrazoriaCounty app
also delivers real-time weather
alerts from the National Weather
Service, hosts a step-by-step guide
to building a personalized family
disaster plan, maps, evacuation
routes and locates local emergency
services. The app is available in
both English and Spanish.
Developing a personalized preparedness plan is just as easy and
right at your fingertips.
Being prepared through the easy

step-by-step guide built into the
app could help save lives by having
a plan, making a kit and staying
informed.
The app also includes a “Need
to Know” section that offers quick
tips on: Hurricanes, fire safety and
floods.
The Ready Brazoria County app
is a tool to help keep the residents
of Brazoria County prepared and
informed.
The free app is available for
download through the “App Store”
if using an iPhone or “Google Play.”
as ReadyBrazoriaCounty.

$6 Million Dollar Man. Austin was
injured in an accident, and doctors
rebuilt him using bionics to create
a cyborg – part man and part
machine.
Even with today’s escalating
health costs, I doubt my doctors
have made me worth $ 6 million.
But I may get there … in an undisciplined way.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com)
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From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

You cannot believe things into existence
Q: I read a book recently that
tells people that they can believe
anything into existence. I am a
Christian, and if I doubt this, I am
told I do not have enough faith. Is
this biblical? - H.H.
A: Put simply, it is impossible
to believe anything into existence.
Try it. Who can simply “believe”
that they can inherit a million
dollars and it happens? Who can
seriously say that they can believe
a child into existence?
People who make such claims
are deceivers. Their motive is to
draw others into believing lies.
This is just what Satan did in the
Garden of Eden, and Adam and
Eve fell prey.
There are many authors, talk
show hosts and newscasters who
become wealthy or famous by
using high-sounding words that
seem like the epitome of scholarship and culture.
They are intellectually clever

and crafty ... adept at beguiling
thoughtless men and women. The
Bible tells us to be on the alert,
“because your adversary the devil
walks about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour” (1
Peter 5:8).
Be on your guard. The Bible
says, “When a strong man, fully
armed, guards his own (house), his
good are in peace” (Luke 11:21).
Arm yourself with the Word of
God. It will guide and protect you.
Believers are to test the various
aspects and doctrines that abound,
including the theories of others.
Most of all, we are to test them
against the standard of the Word
of God.
Put your belief in the one true
God. Have faith in Him. He is the
One who spoke into existence the
sun, moon and stars - and yes
your very life. Reject the pride of
man and embrace the Man Jesus
Christ.
(This column is based on the
words and writings of the late Rev.
Billy Graham.)
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)
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Cash victim carjacks good Samaritan who stops to help
The State (Columbia, S.C.) (TNS)

LEXINGTON COUNTY, S.C.
— A good Samaritan who pulled
over to help after an apparent car
crash on Interstate 26 was instead
carjacked by the man he was
trying to help, according to Lexington County deputies.
Mikel Edison King, 36, of Blythewood, is charged with carjack-

ing, and deputies expect additional
charges, according to the Lexington County Sheriff’s Department.
“Based on what deputies
determined at the crash scene
and during interviews with the
victim, King carjacked a man near
an overturned vehicle,” Lexington
County Sheriff Jay Koon said. “The
man stopped to see if King needed

help. King acted as though he had
a gun and forced the victim to drive
him to the Newberry County line.”
After dropping King off, the
victim drove back to Lexington
County to notify authorities, Koon
said.
Newberry County deputies
found King a short time later and
arrested him.
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Apollo 11 astronauts were almost stranded on moon by broken circuit breaker switch
By Roger Simmons
Orlando Sentinel

Apollo 11 astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin were almost
left on the moon – a little-known
story rediscovered as the nation
prepares to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing.
Originally appearing in the July
30, 1969 edition of the Orlando Sentinel, the front-page story had the
headline, “2 Almost Left On Moon.”
The story said, “Lunar astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin were in graver danger of
being stranded on the moon than
the public has been told,” and
then extensively quoted “a ranking
launch official.”
Here’s the rest of the story by
then-Orlando Sentinel reporter
Charlie Jean:
“There have been stories about
what happened, but none delve
into the extent of the emergency,”
the official said. And because of
that, a one-inch switch guard has
become one of the most important
considerations of the Apollo 12 lunar
mission.
“It’s generally been reported
that when Armstrong returned

the lunar module after the moon
walk, his backpack broke a circuit
breaker switch,” said the source, an
employee of North American Aviation who is one of the last to see
Apollo astronauts before they are
locked in their spacecraft.
“When that happened, it knocked
out the normal ascent sequence
firing program.”
Fortunately, Aldrin used a pen on
the broken part of the switch to get
it to work.
“But if he hadn’t been able to, that
would have thrown the whole ball
of wax over to the abort guidance
sequence,” the story continued.
“And unless he could have
activated it, there is no back-up for
it – they would have had real problems. The only hope would have
been the 16 little jets on the reaction
control system. And I doubt if that
could have taken them back to the
command module.”
“A second problem cropped up in
the ascent. The computer handling
the normal ascent program erred,
and the abort computer, trained to
detect and override any such error,
began fighting the first computer.
“Armstrong reprogramed the first

Cradle of Texas DRT donates book to
Brazoria County Historical Museum

The Cradle of Texas Daughters of the Republic of Texas recently
presented a book “Founders & Patriots of the Republic of Texas Lineages of the Members of the DRT” to the Brazoria County Historical
Museum in Angleton for their Library. Pictured left to right: Charlene
Buck, Cradle of Texas Daughters of the Republic of Texas; Michael
Bailey, Brazoria County Historical Museum curator, and Bartlett Ramsey,
president, Daughters of the Republic of Texas.

computer, and the ascent continued
without incident.
“But you can bet we will have a
switch guard on that circuit breaker
for Apollo 12,” the launch boss said.”
That was the end of the end of
the Orlando Sentinel story from
1969.

In his book about the moon mission, Aldrin wrote more about how
he used a felt-tipped pen to fix the
broken circuit breaker:
“Since it was electrical, I decided
not to put my finger in, or use
anything that had metal on the
end. I had a felt-tipped pen in the

shoulder pocket of my suit that
might do the job,” he wrote. “After
moving the countdown procedure
up by a couple of hours in case it
didn’t work, I inserted the pen into
the small opening where the circuit
breaker switch should have been,
and pushed it in.”

EARTH DAY 2019 SPECIAL SECTION
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The story of Earth Day: How and why it was started
Earth Day is an annual event
celebrated on April 22. Worldwide,
various events are held to demonstrate support for environmental
protection. First celebrated in 1970,
Earth Day events in more than 193
countries are now coordinated globally by the Earth Day Network.
On Earth Day 2016, the landmark
Paris Agreement was signed by the
United States, China, and some 120
other countries. This signing satisfied a key requirement to enforce
the historic draft climate protection
treaty adopted by consensus of the
195 nations present at the 2015
United Nations Climate Change
Conference in Paris.
In 1969 at a UNESCO Conference in San Francisco, peace activist John McConnell proposed a day
to honor the Earth and the concept
of peace, to first be celebrated on
March 21, 1970, the first day of
spring in the northern hemisphere.
This day of nature’s equipoise was
later sanctioned in a proclamation
written by McConnell and signed
by Secretary General U Thant at
the United Nations. A month later,

a separate Earth Day was founded
by United States Senator Gaylord Nelson as an environmental
teach-in first held on April 22, 1970.
Nelson was later awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom award in
recognition of his work. While this
April 22 Earth Day was focused on
the United States, an organization
launched by Denis Hayes, who
was the original national coordina-

tor in 1970, took it international in
1990 and organized events in 141
nations.
Numerous communities celebrate
Earth Week, an entire week of activities focused on the environmental
issues that the world faces. In 2017,
the March for Science occurred on
Earth Day (April 22, 2017) and was
followed by the People’s Climate
Mobilization (April 29, 2017).

Earth Day provides an outlet for action
For the many people who care for the environment, Earth Day became the
first opportunity they had to join in a nationwide demonstration to send a big
message to public officials – a message to tell them to protect our planet.
Both Arbor Day and Bird Day (established in the late 1800s) supported
forestation, conservation, and the appreciation of nature, but on a smaller
scale than Earth Day.
While all three of these days helped educate the general public, some
Americans already had a deep appreciation of nature.
Native American people, for example, the Iroquois, have long recognized
and celebrated in story and song the interdependence of the earth and all its
creatures.
For the 20th anniversary of Earth Day in 1990, they were joined by more
than 200 million people in 141 countries participating in celebrations of the
planet that supports us.
How do you show your appreciation of our home, and what can you do?

EARTH
DAY
APRIL
22
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How to help the Monarch butterfly on its southern journey
By B.A. Belthoff

Special to The Bulletin

Texas is part of the central flyway,
which is the migratory path for many
North American birds and insect
species. Monarch butterflies, the
beautiful orange-winged insects
edged in black, use the central
flyway to migrate to Mexico in the
winter, some from as far away
as Canada. It takes three to four
generations of monarchs for them
to return north after overwintering in
the south.
Like bees, monarchs are pollinators, and their numbers are
in decline, mostly due to loss of
grassland habitat. “That’s part of
their struggle,” said Emily Manderson, Conservation Director at the
Houston Arboretum and Nature
Center. As more and more land
becomes developed, there are
fewer resources for a healthy mon-

arch habitat, she said.
If you’re planning to create your
own monarch habitat, Manderson
wants to stress how important it is to
plant the native variety of milkweed
– the only plant on which the adult
monarch will lay its eggs, and the
only plant the caterpillar monarch
will feed on. In the south central
region where we live, the Green
Antelopehorn Milkweed, Antelopehorns Milkweed, or the Zisotes
Milkweed are the preferred varieties
to plant. Plantmilkweed.org is one
resource to consult to learn more
about milkweed and find native
plant vendors to purchase milkweed
for your garden.
Planting the tropical variety alters
the monarch’s innate behavior.
“Unfortunately,” said Manderson,
“the tropical variety seems to be the
most accessible at local nurseries.”
In our climate, that variety blooms

through winter so the monarchs
don’t leave to go on their migratory journey. “When they stay, the
monarchs get sick and spread
disease within their community,”
Manderson warned. You can liken
it to the spreading of an epidemic
within human populations. If you
have planted the tropical variety, cut
it back during winter months to discourage the monarch butterfly from
lingering, when it should continue
traveling south.
Monarch butterflies are an indication of our environmental health
and an important component to our
food supply. Without their pollination
efforts that normally occur on their
migratory journey, our food crops
can be put in jeopardy. Recognizing
their importance, Angleton mayor
Jason Perez recently committed to
restoring monarch habitats in his
community.
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Earth Day gives us the opportunity to cultivate awareness of
the plight of the butterfly, and how
all species’ ecosystems are so
intricately woven. What can you do
to help? By simply adding native
milkweed to your garden plantings,
you will provide a healthy habitat,
ensuring the monarch butterfly

continues to add color to our skies
and pollinate our fields.
When you’re at Quintana Beach
County Park, make sure you stop to
see the butterflies at the garden by
the entrance. Park staff planted all
the plants butterflies want and need
to continue with their journey south.

CP Chem helps fight plastic waste

Scheduled Classes
April 27, May 4, 18
9am - 3pm

Chevron Phillips Chemical
Company LLC has intensified its
environmental stewardship focus as
one of the founding members of a
new, unprecedented consortium of
nearly 30 top global companies, the
Alliance to End Plastic Waste.
With more than $1 billion pledged
and a goal of investing $1.5 billion over five years to eliminate
unchecked plastic waste in the environment and especially the oceans,
the Alliance to End Plastic Waste is
the most comprehensive group of
companies across the entire plastics
and consumer goods value chains.
Members include manufacturers,
consumer goods companies, retailers, converters and waste management firms, along with leaders in
government, intergovernmental
organizations and civil society from
across the globe.
“As a founding member of the
Alliance to End Plastic Waste, our
mission is to help create win-win
solutions where we continue to provide the world with valuable plastic
materials while helping society keep
them from ending up in our environment where they should not,” said
President and CEO Mark Lashier.
In the months ahead, the non-

profit will make investments and
drive progress in four core areas
to reduce plastic waste, as well as
reuse and recycling.
Those include waste infrastructure development, innovation in
recycling and recovery systems, in
addition to education and cleanup
efforts, especially in regions suffering most from plastic waste. Learn
more by visiting the website for
the Alliance to End Plastic Waste,
www.endplasticwaste.org.
Chevron Phillips Chemical is
already providing leadership in
North America and globally to
enable and encourage municipalities, governments and people
to develop systems for responsibly
handling the products making
modern life possible after their
intended use.
The company has added sustainability to the executive responsibilities of one of its vice presidents, Jim
Becker.
The appointment reflects Chevron
Phillips Chemical’s corporate strategy, which focuses on sustainable
growth as one of its core business imperatives and new related
trademark, “Performance by Design.
Caring by Choice.”
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Celebrate Earth Day at these family events in our area
by B.A. Belthoff

Special to The Bulletin

Spring is in the air. You can feel it.
You can sense that warm
undercurrent when the wind blows.
Kids are longing for the last day of
school and even the dog wants to
be outside longer. It’s definitely the
time of year to tidy up the inside of
the house and the yard.

In honor of the 49th anniversary
of Earth Day, which is observed
around the world and falls on April
22, we’re informing our readers of
a few area events, past and future,
designed to become more mindful
of this swirling blue ball we inhabit
and to help preserve her riches for
the generations that follow, long
after we’re gone.

I’ve heard it said that technology
becomes obsolete in about three
years. If you’re like me, there’s a
pile of old cell phones, an outdated
computer and a printer somewhere
in your home. Whenever it’s time
to “bring in the new,” the “out with
the old” portion of that saying never
seems to materialize.
Some area cities recently had
spring cleanups, including Angleton
and Lake Jackson, which gave
residents opportunities to dispose
of items no longer needed. Paper
shredding operations also were set
up to eliminate the clutter of paperwork and financial documents that
no longer need to be stored.
In West Columbia, church, business and community groups worked
together this spring to sponsor a
communitywide cleanup. A light
breakfast and lunch were offered to
participants who turned out to pick
up trash around the city, which will
host the annual San Jacinto Festival
in late April.
The season may vary, as recycling and beautification are yearlong efforts, but Keep Brazoria
County Beautiful organizes trash
collection and recycling events at
the county fairgrounds, where many
large items are accepted that don’t
fit in your curbside recycling bin or

DID YOU KNOW
ABOUT RECYCLING?
• The amount of wood and paper
we throw away each year is enough
to heat 50,000,000 homes for 20
years.
Approximately 1 billion trees
worth of paper are thrown away
every year in the U.S. Americans
use 85,000,000 tons of paper a
year; about 680 pounds per person.
• The United States throws away
$11.4 billion worth of recyclable containers and packaging every year.
In the United States, we throw
away 2.5 million plastic bottles every
hour – about 42,000 per minute, or
about 695 per second.
• Plastic can be recycled 7-9
times before it is no longer recyclable. Every time paper is recycled
the fibers shorten.
It is estimated paper can be
recycled 4-6 times. Glass, steel and
aluminium lose no quality during
recycling and can be recycled endlessly.
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bag. This includes bulky or heavy
items, such as old tires, technology
devices and appliances. Look for
information about these recycling
events in area newspapers and
online.
Angleton Parks and Recreation
Department will be hosting an
Arbor Day Tree and Butterfly Seed
Ball Giveaway on April 26, encouraging residents of Angleton to plant
a tree and provide a food source for
butterflies.
Two hundred trees have been
donated by Trees for Houston, an
organization that promotes treeplanting projects in greater Houston.
Available to Angleton residents,
trees and seed balls can be picked
up at the recreation center - while
supplies last.
Pearland’s Earth Day celebration
takes place on Saturday, April 27,
in Southdown Park, located at 2150
Countryplace Parkway, from 10

a.m. to 2 p.m. The city is partnering
with Keep Pearland Beautiful. The
annual event centers on educating
the general public about recycling
and conservation and encourages
environmental responsibility.
It’s a fun and informative way to
spend time outside engaging with
nature. In addition to educational
booths, there will be large inflatables
for the kids to play on and games
for the family with an environmental
theme. An assortment of food vendors will be participating. Admission
and parking are free.
On Saturday, April 20, the
Houston Arboretum and Nature
Center is holding its Earth Day
event from 10 a.m. till 2 p.m. This is
free and family friendly and includes
making crafts from recycled materials. Those going to the arboretum
that day may want to go early or
consider carpooling or ride-sharing
because parking is limited.
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Get in the know and know what to recycle or throw away
By B.A. Belthoff

Special to The Bulletin

The go-to recycling commandment is ‘When in doubt, toss it
out.’ Not to be confused with, ‘Just
be lazy and trash like crazy.’ I just
made that last part up, but it’s an
important distinction to know what
items can and can’t be recycled by
your local recycling facility.
Recycling has become part of our
garbage collection routine. When
recycling was first initiated, you
had to sort your items by category:
glass, aluminum, and paper. To
encourage recycling practices, more
recycling centers are instituting
a more simplified way to recycle,
allowing residents to comingle recyclable material in just one bucket.
Unfortunately though, at least
25% of what’s tossed into the
recycling container really should
be tossed in the trash. Here are
four simple rules to help make sure
each bucket of discards can have a
meaningful impact, and not spoil the
batch, so to speak.
If you have any questions, be

sure to check with your trash collection and recycling company, such
as Waste Management, as not all
items with the three-arrow icon are
recyclable in area cities. Different companies recycle different
products.
Keep it simple. Place only paper
and flattened cardboard, aluminum cans and plastic bottles into
the recycling bin. Check if glass is
accepted in your city. For example,
glass is not accepted currently in
Angleton by Waste Management.
Keep it clean. Wash out bottles
and cans
Keep the lid. It’s O.K. to keep the
lids on bottles and cans.
Keep it loose. Don’t place items to
be recycled in plastic bags. Return
the bags to your grocery store so
they can be recycled properly.
Waste Management’s website,
recycleoftenrecycleright.com offers
an abundance of easy-to-understand information and videos for
homeowners, businesses, and
schools to help educate about the
importance of recycling the proper

material. Equally – if not more
important – it also does a good job
at clarifying what shouldn’t go in
the recycle bin. Improperly disposing of items that are not recyclable
can prevent thousands of pounds
of material from getting a second
chance.
The following list should not be
recycled and actually belongs in the
trash:
No food or liquids
No plastic bags
No paper napkins, towels, plates
or cups
No polystyrene foam (to-go
containers)
No fabric or textiles
No small electronics, appliances
or batteries
No hoses or electrical cords
No yard debris
No medical needles
O.K., now that you’ve put trash
and recycling in its proper place,
where does it go from there?
Recycleoftenrecycleright.com
has a wonderful video explaining
what happens to the contents of the
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recycling bin you leave curbside. A
CliffsNotes version goes something
like this: The truck that picks up your
recycling returns to the facility to be
weighed. Its contents are unloaded
and presorted to remove anything
that can’t be recycled. First, paper is
separated from the other recycling
materials along several conveyor
screens. Then cardboard is separated along another set of conveyors and placed in large storage
chambers referred to as bunkers.
Paper is sent off for additional quality sorting before being baled. Magnets are used to separate cans and
other steel items. Optical scanners

separate the remaining recycling
by type. Then, air shooters send
them to their appropriate bunker.
Each separated material is stored in
these bunkers, then compacted into
bales and inspected before being
distributed to various manufacturers – both here and abroad – to be
made into other recycled products.
By reserving cans, plastic bottles,
paper, and in some communities,
glass, for the recycling bin and
tossing everything else in the trash,
those items can be made into
something else and greatly reduce
the amount of trash that winds up in
our landfills.

Chevron Phillips Chemical Celebrates Arbor
Day with Local Elementary Students
Annually, employees at Chevron Phillips Chemical celebrate Arbor Day with
Sweeny Elementary School. Third graders are challenged to illustrate what
Arbor Day means to them in an art contest. The top three winners receive a gift
card and the top 12 best illustrations are published in the annual shift calendar.
What’s more, all third graders walk away with a crepe myrtle tree to plant and
more information on how trees help improve the environment.

Follow Us on
Social Media
ww.cpchem.com

ACROSS
1 Pour love (on)
5 Sledding spot
10 Work the aisles, slangily
13 Very familiar with
14 Not spontaneous
15 Howe’er
16 “Good Guys Wear Black” star
18 Haul to the shop
19 Sailor’s pronoun
20 Full of energy

21 Stereotypical Geek Squad
employee
22 Mass-mailing tool
24 Post-performance celebration
27 Went astray
29 Pupil’s cover
30 Drawn-out account
31 Not as demanding
35 USN clerk
36 Stroke with a wedge
39 Take steps

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

42 Defiant retort
43 __-Seltzer
47 Touchdown spot
49 Log-shaped pastry
51 Display for lecture illustrations
55 “Siddhartha” author
56 Charitable gift
57 Instagram upload
59 “__ matter of fact ... “
60 Young __: tykes, in dialect
61 Sofa decor
64 Shear (off)
65 Residences
66 __ Romeo
67 Onetime rival of Delta
68 Having a key, in music
69 Go against
DOWN
1 Title for Prince William’s wife
2 The “thee” in “Get thee to a nunnery”
3 Seeing the sights
4 Letter-bottom letters
5 Dispassionate
6 Cocoon contents
7 Ungentle giants
8 Shar-__: wrinkly dog
9 Paper staff, briefly
10 Downright
11 Skimpy nightgown
12 Folksy greeting
14 NBC skit show broadcast from
30 Rock
17 Prince William’s wife
21 Scottish isle denial
23 Finger-clicking sound
25 A little laughter
26 Prefix with technic
28 Unhook, say
32 “Crikey!”
33 Sailor’s pronoun
34 Doctrinal suffix
37 Desktop with an AppleCare
option
38 “Canterbury” story
39 Guilty
40 “Operators are standing by!”
41 Bygone weight-loss pills
44 French explorer who named
Louisiana
45 Rude dismissal, in slang
46 Passage between buildings
48 AWOL seekers
50 Kenneth __, portrayer of Judge
Lance Ito in “The People v. O.J.
Simpson”
52 Baker’s protection
53 Valerie Harper sitcom
54 Item draped on a rack
58 Scout gps.
61 Skin pic
62 “True Detective” network
63 Stripling
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

SINGLE BATTER UMPIRE TRIPLE DOUBLE LEAGUE

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You crave
the ability to control circumstances.
Those who hold the reins of power
are not ready to give you the green
light to go ahead with a pet project.
Be patient as this week unfolds and
steer clear of power struggles.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Money changes everything. In the
week ahead, your desire to live
the dream and own the best of
everything could have long-term
consequences. Avoid making major
purchases and taking on additional
debt.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Focus on high efficiency and be
conscientious about following the
rules. Someone will probably rain on
your parade if you attempt to begin
something new. Family squabbles
could plague you in the week
ahead.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
This isn’t a good week to follow a
friend’s advice or to go along with
the crowd. Don’t consider it to be
a personal affront if someone has
a differing viewpoint than you do.
Agree to disagree and move on.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): You might overlook the details
in the week ahead, but the details
won’t overlook you. Being inaccurate can cost you money or put a
damper on your income. Don’t take
risks or sign financial agreements.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
You are willing to go the extra mile
to stay on top of your obligations,
but this could take a toll on your
temper. In the upcoming week, get
plenty of rest and regular meals so
you can better deal with frustrations.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Don’t meddle in other people’s
disputes as your assistance may
cause more harm than good. Make
the most of your spare time in the
week ahead. Loved ones may
be completely absorbed by their
responsibilities.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
The best offense is a good defense.
Resist the temptation to make
drastic moves in the upcoming
week since you will achieve much
more by biding your time. Look for
valuable knowledge from unlikely
sources.

History of the World On This Day
APRIL 16
1705 - Queen Anne of England
knighted Isaac Newton.
1818 - The U.S. Senate ratified
Rush-Bagot amendment to form an
unarmed U.S.-Canada border.
1854 - San Salvador was
destroyed by an earthquake.
1862 - In the U.S., slavery was
abolished by law in the District of
Columbia.
APRIL 17
1492 - Christopher Columbus
signed a contract with Spain to find
a passage to Asia and the Indies.
1521 - Martin Luther was excommunicated from the Roman Catholic
Church.
1524 - New York Harbor was
discovered by Giovanni Verrazano.
APRIL 18
1775 - American revolutionaries
Paul Revere, William Dawes and
Samuel Prescott rode though the
towns of Massachusetts, giving the
warning that the Regulars were
coming out. Later, the phrase “the

British are coming” was attributed to
Revere even though it is unlikely he
used that wording.
1846 - The telegraph ticker was
patented by R.E. House.
APRIL 19
1764 - The English Parliament
banned the American colonies from
printing paper money.
1775 - The American Revolution began as fighting broke out at
Lexington, MA.
1794 - Tadeusz Kosciuszko
forced the Russians out of Warsaw.
1861 - U.S. President Abraham
Lincoln ordered a blockade of Confederate ports.
APRIL 20
1775 - American troops began
the siege of British-held Boston.
1792 - France declared war on
Austria, Prussia, and Sardinia. It
was the start of the French Revolutionary wars.
APRIL 21
753 BC - Today is the traditional
date of the foundation of Rome.

1789 - John Adams was sworn in
as the first U.S. Vice President.
1865 - U.S. President Abraham
Lincoln’s funeral train left Washington.
1895 - Woodville Latham and his
sons demonstrated their Panopticon. It was the first movie projector
developed in the United States.
1918 - German fighter ace
Manfred von Richthofen, “The Red
Baron,” was shot down and killed
during World War I.
APRIL 22
1864 - The U.S. Congress
passed legislation that allowed the
inscription “In God We Trust” to be
included on one-cent and two-cent
coins.
1876 - The first official National
League (NL) baseball game took
place. Boston beat Philadelphia 6-5.
1914 - Babe Ruth made his pitching debut with the Baltimore Orioles.
1915 - The New York Yankees
wore pinstripes and the hat-in-thering logo for the first time.

Jumble
Jumbles: ORBIT UNDUE ENCORE BURLAP
Answer: When it started to rain hard during the baseball game, the fans - POURED OUT

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Never plan a picnic when storm
clouds loom on the horizon. In the
upcoming week, you would be wise
to put key projects and plans on
the back burner. Authority figures
may not tolerate mistakes or missed
deadlines.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Conquer conflicts by asking for
clarifications. In the week to come,
you might find that your work is
filled with confusing or questionable
guidelines. You may easily make
mistakes if the instructions are
misleading.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): It is
fun to dream unless you dream of
falling. You are wise enough to know
that some ideas and fears are not
realistic. A downturn isn’t permanent
so don’t panic in the upcoming week
and sell off investments.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): In
the week ahead, you may feel there
is no choice but to abandon one of
your dreams. You may yield when
conflicts arise rather than stand your
ground. Your circle of friends will
restore your confidence levels.

MR. MORRIS
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By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers
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THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers
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Platinum
AAA Asphalt Paving, Inc.; BGE, Inc.; Doyle & Wachtstetter, Inc.; Freeport LNG; HDR Inc.;
McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.; Moffatt & Nichol; Phillips 66; Promotions Unlimited;
Ports America, Inc; Vulcan Materials Company
Gold
BASF Corporation; Bay-Houston Towing Co.; Blueline Shop & Copy Center; Brazos Pilots
Association; City of Freeport; Horizon Terminal Services; Freese and Nichols; International
Longshoremen’s Association; Red Hook Terminals; Sunstates Security LLC.; Terracon
Silver
Bracewell, LLP; Buchanan Electrical Services; Cordoba Law Firm, P.L.L.C.; Dole Fresh Fruit
Company; Southern Moon Entertainment; Freeport Mooring & Marine, Inc.; G&H Towing
Company; J&S Contractors, Inc.; Jetco Delivery; LEAF Engineers, A PBK Company;
LJA Engineering, Inc.; McDonough Engineering Corporation; Raba Kistner Consultants; Sorrell
Construction, Equipment & Materials, LLC; Sprint Waste; Texas Port Ministry;
TDECU; TJ’s Lube Stop; Union Pacific Railroad; Weighing Technologies, Inc.; WSP USA, Inc.
Sponsor
Alvin Sun-Advertiser; Bay Star Group; Bell Dental; Dude Payne, Brazoria County
Commissioner Pct. 1; Brazoria County Septic Service; Brazoria Lumber; Bridge Bait;
Bridge Harbor Yacht Club; Castleberry Insurance; Chick-fil-A; Clark Rotating Equipment;
First State Bank; Gulf Coast Employee Benefit Services, LLC; Gulf Coast Engraving;
Gulftex Vending & Coffee Services, Inc.; ILA Local #30; Kennemer, Masters & Lunsford, LLC;
Magaly Malambri Photography; Ravi Singhania - Port Commissioner; Riviana;
Rooster’s Crow Guide Service; Sea Center of Texas; SI Group; Southern Shaved Ice;
Turnkey Electric, Inc.; U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 64
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Feeling stressed? Take a 20-minute ‘nature pill,’ study says
By Najja Parker

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

If you’re feeling stressed, spending some time in nature might help,
according to a new report.
Researchers from the University
of Michigan recently conducted
a study, published in Frontiers in
Psychology, to determine the association between nature and stress
hormone levels.
For the assessment, they asked a
group of adults to take “nature pills,”
or to spend some time either sitting
or walking in nature. They were
required to spend 10 minutes or
more in nature at least three times a
week for an eight-month period.
Once every two weeks, the

scientists measured the participants’
levels of cortisol, a stress hormone,
using saliva samples taken before
and after a nature pill.
“Participants were free to choose
the time of day, duration, and the
place of their nature experience,
which was defined as anywhere
outside that in the opinion of the
participant, made them feel like
they’ve interacted with nature,” lead
author MaryCarol Hunter explained
in a statement. “There were a few
constraints to minimize factors
known to influence stress: take the
nature pill in daylight, no aerobic
exercise, and avoid the use of social
media, internet, phone calls, conversations and reading.”

Please let our advertisers know that you saw their
ads in The Bulletin and please shop locally

In addition to accommodating the
subjects’ busy lifestyles, the team
also factored in the natural drop in
cortisol levels that can occur naturally throughout the day.
After analyzing the results, they
found having a 20-minute nature
experience reduced cortisol levels.
In fact, those who spent 20 to 30
minutes sitting or walking outside

had the greatest decrease of cortisol levels.
“Our study shows that for the
greatest payoff, in terms of efficiently lowering levels of the stress
hormone cortisol, you should spend
20 to 30 minutes sitting or walking
in a place that provides you with a
sense of nature,” Hunter said.
The team said their findings
provide the first estimates of how
nature can impact our daily lives,

and they hope healthcare providers
take advantage of the evidence.
“Our experimental approach can
be used as a tool to assess how
age, gender, seasonality, physical
ability and culture influences the
effectiveness of nature experiences
on well-being,” Hunter said. “This
will allow customized nature pill
prescriptions, as well as a deeper
insight on how to design cities and
wellbeing programs for the public.”
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