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Mission
accomplished
By John Toth

Editor and Publisher

We loaded up the car for the long
trip. Home was about three and a
half hours away. The trunk area was
packed as usual to the tilt, the back
seat occupied by two dogs.
A third dog was riding in Sharon’s
lap on the front
passenger seat.
It was a beautiful
day, just the right
temperature and
sunny. We were
looking forward
to enjoying the
RAMBLINGS magnificent
scenery as we
made our way home.
Fifteen minutes into the trip the
new Jeep’s dashboard lit up like a
Christmas tree. Where the speedometer used to be flashed a warning
that the transmission needed
immediate attention. Two brake
lights started flashing, the engine
light came on, and the cruise control
stopped working.
This is supposed to happen to
one of my old cars, like the 1995
van, but not to a brand new one.
Maybe not the van because there
aren’t that many warning lights on
that one. It just stops working, starts
leaking, or overheats when things
go wrong. All these fancy warning
lights were developed way after the
van was built.

(Continued on Page 8)
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Man makes decades long paper chain

This could fall into the odd but true category. Butch Baker is shown with
his 23-mile-long paper chain in his home in Four Oaks, N.C. He started it
in 1979. (Robert Willett/Raleigh News & Observer/TNS)
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Strange but True

By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
TAKE TWO AND TRY TO
CALL ME IN THE MORNING
Q. Can you name any elements
from the periodic table that
might qualify as the worst ways
to cure things?
A. Let’s start with mercury (Hg,
atomic #80), used for hundreds of
years as a medicinal to heal such
ailments as parasites, influenza,
and melancholy, say Lydia Kang,
MD, and Nate Pedersen in “Quackery:
A Brief History of the Worst Ways
to Cure Everything.” Elemental
mercury, or quicksilver, the slippery
liquid once used in glass thermometers, was touted as a “cure” for
syphilis, a disease that ravaged the
body with foul-smelling abscesses
and flesh-eating sores.
The treatment, which burned the
skin and produced copious salivation, was often taken for a lifetime,
so “it’s unclear whether sufferers
were helped by the treatment, or if
the mercury toxicity killed them.”
In its powdered form, mercurous
chloride or calomel was used by
the likes of Napoleon Bonaparte,
Edgar Allan Poe, Andrew Jackson, and Louisa May Alcott. Also
popular were calomel-containing
teething powders, but unfortunately
Baby might develop icy, red and

swollen hands and feet and flesh
that split off, intense itching and
clawing, and a fever that reached
102 degrees. Not until the 1950s
was calomel definitively identified
as the common ingredient ingested
by the sick kids.
Then there’s arsenic (As, #33),
called the “go-to poison,” and in its
most famous form, “white arsenic,”
is odorless and tasteless when put
in food and drink, causing symptoms that resemble food poisoning.
Yet it’s been used since antiquity as
an escharotic, causing skin surface
to die and slough off.
For conditions where skin is
abnormally thickened, such as psoriasis, “it worked.” But it was often
applied to other skin conditions
like ulcers and eczema and used
to treat maladies such as stomach
pain, heartburn and rheumatism;
excessive use could lead to chronic
arsenic toxicity.
The best-known arsenical
medicine, Fowler’s Solution, was
created in 1786 and became a “goto” treatment used for some 150
years, despite causing alarming
symptoms such as diarrhea and
confusion.
Finally, gold (Au, #79) has been
taken for thousands of years in
humankind’s search for immortality,
and being resistant to corrosion, it
was associated with long life. While
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in its pure form, it isn’t absorbed by
the body, around 1300, gold chloride – a salt that could be mixed
with water – was discovered. The
16th-century alchemist Paracelsus
believed it could make the body
“indestructible” and claimed it could
help with mania, St. Vitus Dance
disease and epilepsy.
Though drinkable gold was
known to be toxic, causing kidney
damage and fever, disease sufferers were often willing to take the
risk.
A later proponent was Dr. Leslie
Keeley, a Union Army surgeon who
promised a “miraculous addiction
cure.” In 1880, he began treating
alcohol and opium addicts in his
Illinois sanatorium with an injection
and daily tonics that, he claimed,
contained gold.
Whether they actually did is
unclear, though secret testing
revealed “morphine, cannabis,
cocaine, willow bark extracts and
alcohol.” Say the authors, the gold
may have been “gilding on a treatment that might have done more to
sedate patients through their tough
alcohol withdrawal than actually
cure them.”
WHALE OF AN EARPLUG
Q. What can you learn from a
whale’s giant earwax earplug?
A. Whale ears are largely sealed
off from the outside, and over
time, their earwax compacts into
layers, forming a giant plug, reports
Christie Wilcox in “New Scientist”
magazine. As Baylor University
mammal physiologist Stephan
Trumble says, “We had one particular earplug that was 50 centimeters
long and weighed about 2 pounds.
And you can imagine the smell.”
To estimate the whale’s age, “You
can cut [the plug] in half and count
the rings, like a tree.”
A careful sampling and analysis
of the layers reveal a remarkable
amount of information, including
DNA sequences and stress hormone levels.
“The data are kind of unprecedented,” says Trumble. “To be able
to show a tight correlation between
20th-century whaling and stress
in whales – you could never ever
in a million years do that without
earplugs.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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Interact with, even feed butterflies, at Angleton Library
Visitors to the Angleton Library,
a branch of the Brazoria County
Library System, can enjoy the
Migration Celebration Butterfly
Encounter, April 23-28.
The interactive exhibit is on loan
from the Friends of the Brazoria
National Wildlife Refuges.

A screened shelter set up
inside the library will contain live
butterflies. Participants can enter
the shelter to feed the butterflies.
Lucky children may even have one
land on their finger! Crafts and
activities for children will allow them
to flutter around the library in butter-

fly wings and experience the world
from a butterfly’s point-of-view by
wearing “compound eye” glasses.
The exhibit is free and open to
the public. The Angleton Library is
located at 401 E. Cedar Street. For
more information contact the branch
at (979) 864-1519.

My Answer by Billy Graham

God loves us in spite of our sins

Q: Since God supposedly
knows everything, does this
mean He also knows our inner
thoughts? Can He look inside
our minds and know what we’re
thinking? I find that kind of
scary, because I’m not sure I
want God to know some of the
things that go through my mind.
- W.W.B.
A: Yes, God does know
everything, including our innermost thoughts and motives, even
those we try to hide from everyone
else. The Bible says, “Nothing in
all creation is hidden from God’s
sight. Everything is uncovered and
laid bare before the eyes of him
to whom we must give account”
(Hebrews 4:13).
This is a sobering truth, because
it reminds us that no matter who
we are or what we’re doing, we
cannot hide from God. We think we
can, of course; how often have you

done something you knew wasn’t
right, but you thought you could
get by with it because no one was
looking, including God? But God
knows all about us, even the dark
corners of our hearts and minds.
The Psalmist declared, “The Lord
knows all human plans” (Psalm 94:
11).
But the Bible tells us an even
greater truth: In spite of this, God
still loves us! If we actually knew
what some people were really
thinking about us, we probably
wouldn’t want anything to do with
them.
But God isn’t like this. He loves
us in spite of our sin, and He
yearns to forgive us, cleanse us
and purify our hearts and minds.
How do I know this? I know it
because God sent His only Son,
Jesus Christ, into the world to take
away our sins through His death on
the cross.
Don’t carry your burden of sin
and guilt any longer, but turn to
Christ and give yourself to Him.

Freeport story time

Bring your child to the Freeport
Library to Storytime, where they can
listen to books, sing, dance, and
make a craft every Wednesday at
10:30 a.m.

Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

The Bulletin is good for
your business.
Call (979) 849-5407.

Television Q&A
By Rich Heldenfels
Tribune News Service

Q: What happened to the spring
offering of “Dancing with the
Stars”? It seems that “American
Idol” has assumed the time slot
where “Dancing” appeared a year
ago. I guess the viewing public
prefers the song to the dance.
A: “Idol” was an enormous hit
for about many seasons on Fox
beginning in 2002 before declining
severely on its way to cancellation
in 2016. So ABC has gambled in
bringing it back, but is backing that
gamble in part with lots of airtime for
the singing competition, including
airings on Sunday and Monday
nights.
That trims “Dancing with the
Stars” from its old two competitions
per season, one in the fall and one
in the spring – as its numbers have
also declined. To paraphrase Dan
Hicks and His Hot Licks, viewers
can’t miss “DWTS” if it won’t go
away, so a break may help. At the
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same time, ABC knows there are
folks like you who will want at least
some dancing, so it has scheduled
a “special edition,” “Dancing with the
Stars: Athletes,” starting April 30.
The cast will be announced April 13
on “Good Morning America.”
Q: I love watching “Wheel of
Fortune” every night but wonder
why they discontinued the popular
“$5K Every Day” segment and
replace it with the “sometimes”
$10K - if and only if somebody
wins $10K in the “Mystery Round”?
It’s very random and many times
a week goes by without even one
$10K winner – ‘cause it’s totally left
up to the choice of the contestant
whether or not to take a chance
on the $10K wedge. Is “Wheel of
Fortune” that hard-up that they can’t
afford to potentially give away $25K
weekly, when they pull in hundreds
of millions in advertising revenue?
A: The series is still a success
and far from hard-up. When “Wheel”
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announced plans for its current,
35th season, it wanted to freshen
some elements and said the $5K
Every Day “has been retired to
make way for a bigger sweepstakes
prize. In its place, Wheel Watchers
Club members will want to pay specific attention to the Mystery Round.
During Season 35, if the $10,000
Mystery Wedge is won by a contestant, then the SPIN ID of a loyal
viewer will be revealed, giving them
the chance to also win $10,000.”
Which, by the way, means a
winning wedge could add up to a
$20,000 giveaway – half for the
contestant and half for a viewer.
By the way, longtime “Wheel”
viewers may wonder why this is only
the 35th season, since there were
versions on broadcast networks
dating back to the 1970s.
The “35” counts from the first
season of the syndicated version,
which began in the fall of 1983 with
Pat Sajak and Vanna White hosting.
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Mission accomplished, but the trip was not pleasant
(Continued from Page 1)

LIFESTYLES OF THE RICH AND LAZY: A very wealthy 56-yearold widow went to court in Stockport, England, to ask that her drunk-driving conviction be vacated because her driveway is a quarter-mile long,
and she needs a car to get from her mansion to the main road. The
magistrate refused her request, but lifted her community service requirement because she has never worked in her life and it would “make her
feel uncomfortable and out of her depth.’’
THERE’S ‘SNOW’ EXCUSE: A sheriff’s deputy had to wake up a
man he found passed out at the wheel of his car in a parking lot in Billings, Mont., with an open bottle of beer in his hand. The car was in drive,
but was not moving because there was a snowbank in front of it. He has
been convicted of drunk driving nine times
AM I DREAMING?: A client engaged the services of a lady of the
evening through an escort website, but she showed up at the wrong
house in Coral Gables, Fla., at 3 a.m., wearing a pink see-through teddy.
The residents called the cops.
WELL, IT’S AN EMERGENCY TO ME, OFFICER: People in
Manchester, England, have been calling the police emergency number
because local Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurants have run out of
chicken. Officers have asked them to stop.
KACHOO! I GIVE UP: A man who was pulled over in St. Croix
County, Wisc., fled from officers and ran into a frozen swamp surrounded
by steep terrain in rural Star Prairie. But he had to call police for help
when the temperature dropped below zero, and he got too cold. They
came and got him.
HEY, HOLD IT RIGHT THERE, PAL! An inmate at a prison in
Spain woke up in a mortuary after three doctors declared him dead. His
body had markings on it in preparation for an autopsy which was to have
taken place a few hours later.
ODDLY, THE GROOM SEEMED O.K. WITH IT: A newlywed
couple sued their wedding photographer when they discovered he had
taken 96 pictures of their bridesmaids – including close-up shots of their
cleavage and rear ends – and only 11 of the actual groom.
OH COME ON, HONEY, BE A SPORT: The mother of 13 sons in
Rockford, Mich., is pregnant for the14th time. Her husband said, “I would
love to have a girl, but I just don’t think it’s in the cards.” And asked if she
will have more children, the wife said, ““I’m thinking that this is it.”
I’M SURE YOU’VE HEARD THIS ONE BEFORE, OFFICER:
After leading Kentucky State Police on a high-speed chase for 15 miles
down I-65, a woman explained that she was the Mother Mary on her way
to pick up the Baby Jesus. She also said that she had died six years ago,
knew the police were pursuing her, and that she had the authority from
God to drive the way she did. An examination by mental health professionals is planned.

What now? Do we turn back and
get it checked out somewhere in
the area, or keep going? Could the
transmission be burning up? It’s
under warranty, but what a hassle
that would be.
The car seemed to be working
fine, except for the cruise control.
There is no way the transmission
could be going out this early. The
dogs were settling in for the trip.
They are pros by now, having made
it several times.
“Let’s go on,” I said. “It’s probably
a sensor.”
I called the local dealership at
home and discussed with them what
was happening, and they agreed
that it probably was a sensor. “Bring
it in when you get back.” said the
tech. “Just keep an eye on those

Facts about
Apollo 13
• Though Ken Mattingly was
originally supposed to pilot the
command module, he succumbed
to rubella or German measles
exposure. Mattingly was replaced
by John L. Swigert just 48 hours
prior to the launch. Laboratory tests
later revealed that Mattingly had not
contracted rubella.
• On April 13th, three days into
the mission of Apollo 13, an incident
occurred which altered the mission
from a routine flight into a race for
survival. A sharp bang and vibration indicated the loss of two of
Apollo 13’s three fuel cells, which
were the spacecraft’s prime source
of electricity, and were heard and
experienced by the crew members.
Thirteen minutes after the explosion,
a crew member observed oxygen
gas escaping at a high rate from the
second, and last, oxygen tank.
• On re-entry to the earth, everybody at Mission Control feared for
the heat shields, and hence the
crew were advised to retain them.
Four hours before landing, the crew
let go of the service module, and
three hours later, the crew splashed
down gently in the Pacific Ocean
near Samoa.
• Apollo 13 may have been one of
the most carefully watched missions
of the entire space program.

lights.”
It wasn’t a pleasant trip anymore.
My stomach was in knots. Every
little bump that I didn’t anticipate
got my attention. There goes the
transmission, falling out on the roadway, I was thinking. But it wasn’t, of
course. It was working just fine.
Three more hours to go. Now I
knew how the Apollo 13 astronauts
felt when an explosion in one of the
oxygen tanks crippled the spacecraft during flight, and the crew was
forced to orbit the Moon and return
to the Earth without landing.
Their problem was a little more
complicated and dangerous than
mine. I just had to get home. They
did also, but it took days, and the
chance of them surviving was not all
that great.
But they made it back on this day
48 years ago, April 17, 1970. The
astronauts survived, and in 1995
Image Entertainment made a very
successful movie of the incident.
They spent $52 million on it and
grossed $355 million. That’s a
decent profit.
All this was going through my

mind. Well, not the numbers and
dates. I had to look those up. But
the way the three astronauts must
have felt being in the middle of
nowhere in outer space in a broken
space capsule, trying to make it
back home.
Breaking down on I-10 with three
dogs would be no picnic. I was
watching that instrument panel like
a hawk. The dogs didn’t care. To
them it was just a routine trip. Little
did they know that we could be
stranded in the middle of nowhere in
a crippled vehicle.
Two more hours. I got used to the
situation. The lights stayed on, but
nothing had changed. I was wishing
I could have the cruise control back.
But that’s O.K. I just drove manually.
Are we spoiled, or what?
Last hour. My stomach was less
nervous. We now had a pretty good
chance of making it. We re-entered
Brazoria County, and for the last leg
of the trip. I started feeling pretty
good about making it.
Splashdown. We pulled into the
driveway. Mission accomplished.
I’d make a horrible astronaut.
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Celebrate Earth Day year-round following these garden tips
By Stephen Brueggerhoff

CEA – Horticulture; Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service, Brazoria County

Earth Day is an annual celebration
with a mission to increase environmental awareness.
It has gained in popularity within
the past 48 years of its inception, the
first celebrated on April 22, 1970,
becoming a social and political
success and eventually leading to
the creation of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and the
Clean Air, Clean Water and Endangered Species Act.
According to the Earth Day Network (www.earthday.org), Earth Day
has grown to become celebrated
worldwide and by over 141 countries, serving to inspire and raise
public environmental consciousness

toward sustainable environmental
action.
While there are local events
promoting and celebrating Earth
Day (Migration Celebration at San
Bernard Wildlife Refuge, Keep
Pearland Beautiful Earth Day event
in Pearland, as well as Earth Day
at Discovery Green in Houston), we
must recognize that environmental
responsibility should be practiced
year-round. Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service has developed
a cultural program encouraging
sustainable gardening practices
through the Earth-Kind® Landscaping program.
Earth-Kind® Landscaping
uses research-proven techniques
for proactive action, providing
maximum landscape enjoyment

while preserving and protecting the
environment. It combines the best
of modern organic and traditional
gardening practices, creating a
horticultural system fostering environmental responsibility. The goals
of an Earth-Kind® landscape are to
conserve water and energy, reduce
pesticide and fertilizer use and to
recycle landscape wastes. While
the program is comprehensive, I
offer 10 practices that can be easily
implemented to transform your landscape and encourage sustainable
gardening practices:
Mulch – maintaining a layer
of mulch conserves water, helps
prevent weed establishment and soil
erosion, modifies soil temperatures
and supplies organic matter to the
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(Continued on Page 12)

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch counts 1.8 trillion
pieces of trash, mostly plastic
By Amina Khan

Los Angeles Times

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch
is getting greater. Twice the size of
Texas, the floating mass is up to 16
times larger than previously thought
– carrying about 79,000 metric tons
of plastic – according to scientists
who performed an aerial survey.
The discovery, published in the
journal Scientific Reports, reveals
that this plastic blight in the Pacific
Ocean is still growing at what the
researchers called an “exponential”
pace.
The Great Pacific Garbage Patch,

or GPGP for short, is an accumulation of plastic products that has collected in the eastern Pacific Ocean
between California and Hawaii.
Much of it is hidden from the naked
eye, partly because some of the
plastic has been broken down into
smaller and smaller bits over time.
(It is not, as its name may suggest,
an island.) The concentration of
floating plastic in the patch ranges
from tens to hundreds of kilograms
per square kilometer.
“It’s quite frightening because
we are so far from any mainland or
island,” said lead author Laurent

(Continued from Page XX)

Debris snagged during an ocean sampling operation. (Ocean Cleanup)

Lebreton, an oceanographer with
the Ocean Cleanup Foundation
based in the Netherlands. Out in the
stretch of these blue seas, the plastic is a jarring reminder of human
impact.
The GPGP is just one of many
large garbage patches in the ocean,
seeded and fed by humans manufacturing and quickly discarding
plastic products. Plastics are meant
to last, and that’s great for carrying
your groceries in thin bags or holding a six-pack. It’s not so great when
those plastics end up in the guts of
sea turtles or strangle birds. Recent
studies show that biofouled plastic
can attract fish and seabirds and
end up in the food chain. While the
full effects of this aren’t yet known,
scientists worry that this can lead
to malnutrition and other problems.
Large or small, plastics of all sizes
can harm ocean life.
Researchers have tried to get a
handle on how big of a problem the
GPGP is by dragging nets through
parts of the patch and sampling the
plastic they find. But this only gives
a partial view. For one thing, even
a team of boats can only see so
much. For another, the net samplers
they use are often too small to catch
larger debris.
(Continued on Page 11)

APRIL
22
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Alternative straws can protect our oceans, marine life Angleton sets recycling date April 21
on or eliminating single-use plastic
steel straws that are durable, easy
for citywide annual spring cleanup
Americans use 500 million
straws won’t completely solve our
to clean and portable, so you can

By Earthtalk.org

plastic straws — or 1.6 per person
on average — every day. Based
on this, a typical American will use
more than 38,000 plastic straws
over the course of a lifetime.
While drinking through a singleuse plastic straw seems innocent
enough, don’t fool yourself: many
of these straws find their way into
our oceans, polluting underwater
ecosystems and harming marine
wildlife.
The average American uses
more than 38,000 straws over a
lifetime without thinking about the
implications of all this plastic going
to waste and polluting our oceans.
Researchers warn that if we
don’t clean up our act, there will be
more plastic in the ocean than fish
by 2050!
Plastics don’t biodegrade, but
instead break into tiny pieces
which are scooped up by marine
organisms unable to digest them
— or end up in huge mid-ocean
gyres too clogged for ships to
pass through. Cutting way back

ocean waste problem, but it will go
a long way toward cutting back on
plastic in the ocean as well as raising public awareness of the issue.
Last September the city of
Seattle went strawless in solidarity
with the Lonely Whale Foundation’s
Strawless Ocean campaign, a
global initiative to remove 500
million plastic straws from the U.S.
waste stream in 2017.
Some 2.3 million plastic straws
were permanently removed from
the city’s restaurants, cafes, bars
and other businesses — and
in July 2018 an official ban on
plastic straws will go into effect
there. Lonely Whale hopes that
other cities will follow in Seattle’s
forward-thinking footsteps.
For those who still love using
straws, there are a growing number
of reusable alternatives to plastic
now available. Bambu Home’s
handmade reusable bamboo
straws come with a cleaning brush
and can be used hundreds of
times. Eco at Heart sells reusable

bring them into the car, work or
anywhere.
Steelys reusable steel straws
come in a wide variety of sizes,
including versions with bent tips.
Aardvark’s paper straws are flexible, customizable and durable
— and biodegrade on their own
within 90 days.
Meanwhile, another eco-friendly
option is glass, such as those
made by Hummingbird Straws. And
perhaps even greener are Harvest
Straws, which are grown, harvested and cut by hand in Southern
California from heritage, non-GMO
grain grown without irrigation, using
no chemicals in any part of the
process.
And reusable water bottles
with built-in straws — such as
steel and silicone models from
Klean Kanteen or glass and metal
varieties from Simply Straws — are
also a good alternative to plastic
straws. You can shop for these and
other alternatives to plastic via the
strawslessocean.org website.

Keep Angleton Beautiful is having its 21st annual spring clean-up on
Saturday morning, April 21, and is encouraging city residents to bring various
recyclable items to Angleton Junior High’s parking lot at 1201 E. Henderson
Road.
There will be five main stations accepting various kinds of recyclable
products from 8 a.m. to noon as a free service.
These include paper, which will be shredded, electronics, tires (no rims
and car and light truck tires only - a maximum of eight), prescription nonliquid medications and containers (please remove labels/no needles), and
heavy trash.
Items NOT accepted are household appliances, household chemicals and
used oil, clothing and furniture.
For those residents working on getting their yards in order after winter,
large brush and yard waste will be welcomed.
Car batteries not leaking acid will be taken, old flags, cell phones, eyeglasses and ink cartridges, too. A wide variety of electronic devices, such
as printers, fax machines, computers, TVs, projectors, gaming consoles,
stereos, speakers, radios and DVD/CD/VCR players will be accepted. Also,
keyboards, hard drives, and most computer gadgets.
For more information, please call Martha Eighme at (979) 849-4364, ext.
2111 or email meighme@angleton.tx.us.

The benefit of recycling cans and other aluminum

Every three months, Americans throw enough aluminum in the landfills to
build our nation’s entire commercial air fleet. The average person has the
opportunity to recycle more than 25,000 cans in a lifetime. Recycling a single
aluminum can save enough energy to power a TV for three hours.

EARTH DAY 2018 SPECIAL SECTION
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The great trashing of our oceans The story of Earth Day: How and why it was started
(Continued from Page 9)

Lebreton and his colleagues
decided to take a bird’s-eye view.
They conducted aerial surveys of
the patch while also sending boats
to sample the debris and bring it all
back to shore for analysis.
The researchers split the plastic
they collected into four size categories: microplastic (0.05 to 0.5
centimeters), mesoplastic (0.5 to 5
cm), macroplastic (5 to 50 cm) and
megaplastic (bigger than 50 cm).
Previous accounts of the debris
have focused on the amount of
microplastics in the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch. While microplastics did make up 94 percent of the
estimated 1.8 trillion pieces in the
patch, they only accounted for 8
percent of the total mass. More than
three-quarters of the 79,000 metric
tons of junk actually came from
larger fragments.
Part of the reason that larger
plastics outweighed the other
categories lay in all the fishing nets
that accounted for 46 percent of
the garbage patch’s mass. Fishing
nets are made to be durable, which

is great for catching fish. But that
durability is not great when they’re
lost or abandoned (since they’re
fairly cheap and easy to replace),
because those nets can then float
through the ocean, entangling and
killing animals in their path.
Fifty plastic items had readable
production dates: One from 1977,
seven from the 1980s, 17 from the
1990s, 24 from the 2000s and one
from 2010. (This doesn’t mean that
they were in the water that whole
time, Lebreton was quick to point
out.) Some 386 pieces had words
from nine different languages - a
third were in Japanese and a third
were in Chinese.
The researchers think the patch
may have grown in recent years in
part because of the 2011 Tohoku
tsunami, which reportedly washed
4.5 million metric tons of debris into
the sea instantly, 1.4 million of which
could have been moved across the
ocean surface.
“Levels of plastic pollution in deep
water layers and seafloor below the
GPGP remain unknown,” the study
authors wrote.

Earth Day is an annual event
celebrated on April 22. Worldwide,
various events are held to demonstrate support for environmental
protection. First celebrated in 1970,
Earth Day events in more than 193
countries are now coordinated globally by the Earth Day Network.
On Earth Day 2016, the landmark
Paris Agreement was signed by the
United States, China, and some 120
other countries. This signing satisfied a key requirement for the entry
into force of the historic draft climate
protection treaty adopted by consensus of the 195 nations present
at the 2015 United Nations Climate
Change Conference in Paris.
In 1969 at a UNESCO Conference in San Francisco, peace activist John McConnell proposed a day
to honor the Earth and the concept
of peace, to first be celebrated on
March 21, 1970, the first day of
spring in the northern hemisphere.
This day of nature’s equipoise was
later sanctioned in a proclamation
written by McConnell and signed
by Secretary General U Thant at
the United Nations. A month later

a separate Earth Day was founded
by United States Senator Gaylord Nelson as an environmental
teach-in first held on April 22, 1970.
Nelson was later awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom award in
recognition of his work. While this
April 22 Earth Day was focused on
the United States, an organization
launched by Denis Hayes, who
was the original national coordina-

tor in 1970, took it international in
1990 and organized events in 141
nations.
Numerous communities celebrate
Earth Week, an entire week of activities focused on the environmental
issues that the world faces. In 2017,
the March for Science occurred on
Earth Day (April 22, 2017) and was
followed by the People’s Climate
Mobilization (April 29, 2017).

Earth Day provides an outlet for action
For the many people who care for the environment, Earth Day became the
first opportunity they had to join in a nationwide demonstration to send a big
message to public officials – a message to tell them to protect our planet.
Both Arbor Day and Bird Day (established in the late 1800s) supported
forestation, conservation, and the appreciation of nature, but on a smaller
scale than Earth Day.
While all three of these days helped educate the general public, some
Americans already had a deep appreciation of nature.
Native American people, for example, the Iroquois, have long recognized
and celebrated in story and song the interdependence of the earth and all its
creatures.
For the 20th anniversary of Earth Day in 1990, they were joined by more
than 200 million people in 141 countries participating in celebrations of the
planet that supports us.
How do you show your appreciation of our home, and what can you do?
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Celebrating Earth Day every day by conserving the environment can start in your garden
(Continued from Page 9

soil as it degrades.
Low-volume irrigation – with
proper design, drip irrigation can
apply water to plants at a uniform
soil depth, methodically delivered
at or below the soil surface of the
planted area and provide benefits of
water conservation.
Irrigation evaluation – either
self, informal evaluation or a formal
audit provided by a licensed irrigator
can measure irrigation output to
help determine appropriate water
scheduling.
Cycle and soak watering
– once an irrigation system is set
up, scheduling watering duration
into shorter cycles can not only save
a substantial amount of water, it will
also allow water infiltration where
needed.
Integrated Pest Manage-

ment – IPM strategies rely less
on chemicals for insect control
and focus more on using cultural,
biological and mechanical control
measures. Chemical treatments are
a last resort and chosen carefully
depending on pests and severity.
Composting – the action of
composting reduces waste by turning organic matter such as leaves,
grass clippings and appropriate
kitchen waste into a valuable soil
amendment.
Fertilizing based on soil
tests – results from a soil test
informs nutrient deficiencies, helping you choose the right kind and
amount of fertilizer to apply to your
landscape.
Rainwater harvesting – capturing rainwater conserves water
resources and provides a water
source free of chlorine and high salt
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content for sensitive plants such as
azaleas.
Preparing planting areas
– proper preparation can help
reduce disease problems, improve
maintenance watering and modify
addition of fertilizers.
Turf maintenance – you can
reduce resource input for home
turf by implementing appropriate
mowing, water and fertilizer scheduling.
We can improve our connection
to the land, conserve our natural
resources and lessen our footprint
by practicing sound horticultural
techniques like the Earth-Kind®
program. Get outside and celebrate
Earth Day on April 22, and I will see
you in the garden.
Stephen Brueggerhoff is Horticulture Extension Agent for Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension Service

– Brazoria County. Stephen furthers
the Extension mission by serving
communities within Brazoria County,
offering horticultural consultation
to home and business owners and
providing horticulture and green
industry educational programing.
Stephen manages and supports the

Brazoria County Master Gardeners
Association, providing coordination
for local and regional programs.
With over 15 years of experience,
Stephen has supported the environmental community as lecturer,
instructor, administrative organizer
and collaborative partner.

Moody Gardens plans Earth Day events

Vsitors to Moody Gardens in Galveston will learn more about their
planet, and come away with a better understanding of what everyone can
do to better protect it, at “One Earth, One Choice,” set for April 21.
Guests can immerse themselves in the spectacular wonders of both the
Rainforest and Aquarium Pyramids. Witness a tribute to the wonders of
Asia, Africa and the Americas as well as the Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic,
South Pacific, North Pacific and the Caribbean that showcases some of
the issues that are having a negative impact on these environments.
Earth Day Weekend kicks off April 20 in conjunction with Galveston’s
Featherfest activities and an Audubon Society presentation in the MG 3D
Theater and a showing of “The Lost Bird Project.” This film features artist
Todd McGrain’s creation of bronze sculptures of five extinct bird species
and his mission to install the art where the birds were last seen in the wild,
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Eco-friendly ways to a healthier, efficient workplace

By Earthtalk.org

Nowadays, businesses are putting more focus on following their
values and making sure they fall in
line with their company business
model. By creating an eco-friendly
example for others to follow, you can
create a better reputation for your
company while leaving a smaller
carbon footprint.
At the same time, making sure
that your finances stay in check
while embracing your environmentalism values is important. These
are the top five things to center your
attention on when making sure your
company stays in line with your ecofriendly values.
Reduce and ‘Green’ Your
Storage and Furniture
You probably don’t think about
storage when you think about your
company values. However, if the primary focus of your company is to be
more eco-friendly, this can be one of
the most important aspects of reaching your goal. First and foremost,
focus on buying eco-friendly office
furniture to store your documents.

Consider purchasing alternatives
units to bulky metal cabinets. Wood
lockers are sustainable storage
options that not only look great but
have a far smaller carbon impact on
the environment in production than
metal counterparts.
Instead of creating paper reports
and files, scanning documents into
an online storage base can help
reduce paper storage problems.
Focusing on purging the papers
that you don’t need can free up
space for things you do need. The
sustainability strategist at Adobe,
Vince Digneo, says that “the greenest paper is no paper at all”, noting
we should all go paperless. Due to
revisions, updates, and corrections,
almost 90 percent of all office waste
in the U.S. comes from paper.
Keeping digital copies can reduce
the need for physical documents.
Clean the Floor, Clean the Air
Chemical free cleaning is good
for everyone. You can use pre-made
“green” products from companies
like Mrs. Meyers or Simple Green
which use high quality non-toxic

ingredients that are environmentally
safe while remaining effective. If
you want to really embrace the ecofriendly lifestyle, reuse a cleaning
bottle to make your own DIY allpurpose cleaner. Most DIY cleaners
use a combination of vinegar, water,
and essential oils to clean away dirt
and grime.
Greenify your office by adding
indoor plants. Since indoor air pollution is one of the top five environmental health risks today, bringing
plants into the office can help purify
the air and create an inviting stress
free space. Interior air can be
contaminated with toxic chemicals
from furniture, carpeting, and paint.
Having plants in the office can help
increase the amount of oxygen
while cleaning the toxins in the air.
Turn Off the Lights
The way your company uses utilities is incredibly important to consider when organizing your office
in line with business values. By
creating an “everything-off-at-night”
rule, you ensure that your company
is not wasting energy while no one
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is in the building. Changing the settings on your computers to automatically power off after a certain
amount of time is a good way to
make sure office equipment gets
turned off when not in use. You can
also change the computer settings
to “power save” mode to save even
more.
Turn down the heat in your building during the night time to avoid
wasting (and paying for) energy
when no one is in the office. By
replacing burnt out fluorescent
bulbs with LED light bulbs, your
company will use less power. Focus
on converting to renewable energy
sources. Depending on the size of
the building, adding solar panels is
a great option to add independent
energy options without the excess
carbon footprint.
Consider using a green app.
Green Outlet tracks and tries to
predict what your electric bill and
carbon footprint is based on which
appliances you use. It allows you
to select the type of appliances you
typically use in your office (computers, microwaves, refrigerators,
etc), as well as the approximate
hours per day that you use each. If

you exceed the U.S. government’s
recommended carbon output limits,
the app will warn you and give
you options to offset your carbon
footprints.
Use Recycled Goods
A paperless office may still be
unrealistic for your company, but
cutting down where you can will
make a big difference. Consider
printing double-sided documents.
This allows you to print the same
information while saving paper. By
using 100 percent recycled paper
products in the office, you get a
quality product you need while staying eco-friendly. Focus on purchasing chlorine-free, acid-free papers
with a high amount of post-consumer recycled content for the most
eco-friendly options.
Buying used furniture off of websites like Craigslist or Letgo ensures
that old furniture doesn’t end up in
the landfill unnecessarily. Buying
furniture from auctions and liquidation sales helps retain some of the
companies budget while recycling
used furniture. Starting an exchange
network in your area saves money
and resources while reducing overall
waste going to a landfill.

Chevron Phillips Chemical Celebrates Arbor
Day with Local Elementary Students
Annually, employees at Chevron Phillips Chemical celebrate Arbor Day with
Sweeny Elementary School. Third graders are challenged to illustrate what
Arbor Day means to them in an art contest. The top three winners receive a gift
card and the top 12 best illustrations are published in the annual shift calendar.
What’s more, all third graders walk away with a crepe myrtle tree to plant and
more information on how trees help improve the environment.

Follow Us on
Social Media
ww.cpchem.com
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Help! We really could use these apps for spring

By Danny Tyree

Special to The Bulletin

“In spring a young man’s fancy
turns to thoughts of wearing out
his thumbs on the keyboard.” - with
apologies to Alfred, Lord Tennyson.
Late last autumn I finally
upgraded to a smartphone.
Although some of my relatives

still cling to older communications
devices (“That pharmacy would get
a lot more of my business if they
skipped all this high-tech folderol
and learned the virtues of tin cans
and a really long string...”), I am like
a hog feeding at the trough of apps.
I just wish there were more apps
designed specifically to help us

navigate the trials and tribulations
of springtime. Attention, software
developers! Here are some apps we
really, really need:
1. A variation of the venerable
cellphone flashlight. This one would
use advanced algorithms to produce
just the right wavelengths of light
to counteract the glare from pale,
white wintertime skin that is suddenly being exposed again.
2. A comical graphics app
that portrays Mother Nature as a
stereotypical cat. (“I think I’ll make it
hot...I think I’ll make it cold...I think
I’ll make it hot...I think I’ll make it
cold...Oh, have some hairballs the
tornado dragged in...”)
3. An app that notifies your local
undertaker that you can now die
happy because you’ve cut your lawn
1/16 of an inch shorter than that
&^%$# at the end of the street!
4. An app that scans a saliva
sample and searches an international database until it finds the
obscure Achilles heel of all your
friends and acquaintances who
suffer no ill effects from snorting
pollen like it’s cocaine. (“Oh, you
gave me an albino duck-billed
platypus spleen sample for my
centerpiece. You shouldn’t have.
You really shouldn’t have. Throat
constricting ...can’t breathe...”)
5. Hijacking the same sentiment,

an app that summons a convertible
by remote control - and sends it
crashing through the front door of
the Big Pharma execs who turn out
all those ineffectual over-the-counter
antihistamines, decongestants and
cough remedies!
6. An unflinching app that compares Asian education to the last
couple of months of the American
school year, with all the movies,
“wander around outside” days and
“Dress up like all those old fogeys
from 2009 who knew Abe Lincoln
personally” days.
7. An app to forecast the exact
date of your first catastrophic flipflop incident of the season (and
the likelihood of the ER attendants
being in a committed relationship).
8. An app to make up cheerful
“happily ever after” stories about all
those adorable bunnies and chicks
who were forgotten after the last
Easter candy was gobbled down.
9. An app to send a false alarm
and save you from buckling down

and doing that dreaded Spring
Cleaning. Don’t settle for something
mundane like a nuclear missile
headed for Hawaii. You could have
a bulletin like “The Titanic has
suddenly risen and is on a collision
course with Ohio! Forget cleaning
out the garage!”
If anyone has already designed
one of the aforementioned apps,
please let me know so credit can be
given.
I’ll even give you another assignment: Design an app to produce
enough white noise to drown out
the people who grouse, “Stop staring at that screen and admire all
the weeds and bugs around you!
Dadgum it, get me the string and
the can for the newspaper editor so
I can give this generation a piece of
my mind!”
Copyright 2018 Danny Tyree.
Danny welcomes email responses
at tyreetyrades@aol.com and visits
to his Facebook fan page “Tyree’s
Tyrades.”

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT APPS?
• If you laid all of those 269 billion app icons end to end, they would stretch
to the moon and back 500 times.
• App is, of course, short for Application, and we’ve all been forking out for
applications and programs since the 1970s.
• The first mobile phone app was the ‘Snake’ game, included by Nokia on
its 6110 in 1997. If you’d like to try it out, there’s an Android port available, in
all its simple, monochromatic glory.
• Let’s bring things forward a couple of decades. Apple likes to tell you
that they invented the ‘app store’ – and tried to use their legion of trademark
lawyers to stop others using the term. They failed.

How was the microphone invented?
From wired.com

A drumlike device that is a carbon-button microphone was patented by
Emile Berliner in 1877. It was one of the first ever created and by far the
most usable.
Berliner is credited with inventing the carbon-button microphone in 1876.
Though there were other microphone technologies in existence, Berliner’s
design was more robust than the rest (including a liquid-based mic invented
by Alexander Graham Bell).
Bell himself was so impressed with the carbon-button that he bought the
rights from Berliner for $50,000 (1.1 million dollars in today’s money), so he
could use it in his telephone prototypes.
Berliner called his microphone a “loose-contact transmitter” because it was
composed of two electrical contacts separated by a thin layer of carbon. The
“loose” contact was attached to a diaphragm that vibrated when struck by a
sound wave. The other was connected to the output.
The crude transmitters of the teens and ‘20s required high-input signals in
order to function. Vacuum tubes were new and not in widespread use, and
transistors were far in the future. So powerful carbon-buttons were a must.
Unfortunately for Berliner, his patent didn’t survive a legal challenge, which
resulted in an 1892 ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court ruling that gave the
credit to Thomas Edison. In fact, neither Berliner nor Edison could rightfully
claim full credit for the carbon-button mic. The idea for it had been around
for years before they began their experiments, though it had never been
perfected.
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

share the expenses.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A congenial atmosphere
fosters tolerant attitudes and friction may fall by the
wayside. Flirtatiousness may lead to compelling attractions but wait until late-week to act on them.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In the week to come,
it might be brought to your attention that even your
well-known stamina has some limits. Rely upon trusted
companions and your own sterling reputation to see
you through.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Keep your pennies in your pocket. In the upcoming week, you may
be tempted to make investments or spend a great deal
of money. Hold off as a passing passion will evaporate
quickly.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Put your big
business and financial plans on hold. You might be
obsessed about something or something, but it just
won’t work out if you start it in the first half of the week.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Give those in charge
the benefit of the doubt. Forgive past transgressions
but don’t enter into any new agreements or binding
contracts this week. Be willing to lend a sympathetic
ear.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): One good turn
deserves another. Don’t be shy about granting favors
for friends or partners as this week unfolds, and you will
find that your good deeds are reciprocated in kind.

History of the World On This Day
APRIL 17
1790: Benjamin Franklin, U.S.
patriot, diplomat, and a signer of the
Declaration of Independence, died
in Philadelphia.
1895: The Sino-Japanese War
ended with the signing of the Treaty
of Shimonoseki.
1969: Sirhan Sirhan was convicted for the murder of Robert F.
Kennedy.
APRIL 18
1775: Paul Revere rode from
Charlestown to Lexington to warn
Massachusetts colonists of the
arrival of British troops during the
American Revolution.
1906: The Great San Francisco
Earthquake destroyed over 4 sq mi.
and killed over 500 people.
1923: The first game was played
in Yankee Stadium (“the House that
Ruth built”).
APRIL 19
1775: The “shot heard around the
world” was fired. Colonial Minute
Men took on British Army regulars
at Lexington and Concord, Mass.,
starting the American Revolution.

1933: The United States went off
the gold standard.
1993: The siege at Waco, Texas,
ended when FBI moved into the
Branch Davidian compound with
tear gas and cult members set fire
to the compound killing over 80
people.
APRIL 20
1971: The U.S. Supreme Court
upheld the practice of busing for
racial desegregation.
1999: 14 students (including killers) and 1 teacher killed, 23 others
wounded at Columbine High School
in Littleton, Colo., in the nation’s
deadliest school shooting.
2010: An explosion on a BP oil
drilling rig off the coast of Louisiana kills 11 people and injures 17.
Experts estimate that 13,000 gallons
of crude oil per hour are pouring into
the Gulf of Mexico.
APRIL 21
1836: Texan army under Sam
Houston defeated Mexicans in the
Battle of San Jacinto.
1918: Baron Manfred von Richthofen, the notorious World War I

German flying ace known as the
“Red Baron,” was killed in action
today.
1995: Timothy McVeigh was
arrested in connection with the
Oklahoma City bombing.
APRIL 22
1864: Congress authorized the
inscription “In God We Trust” on
coins minted as U.S. currency.
1970: The first Earth Day was
observed.
1994: Richard M. Nixon died of a
stroke at the age of 81.
APRIL 23
1616: Playwright William Shakespeare died in Stratford-on-Avon,
England.
1954: Hank Aaron hit the first of
his 755 home runs.
1969: Sirhan Sirhan was sentenced to death (later reduced to a
life sentence) for the assassination
of Robert F. Kennedy.
1985: Coca-Cola announced
that it was changing its formula and
introduced New Coke.
2004: The U.S. resumed diplomatic relations with Libya.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: NIECE ABATE DENOTE BROKER
Answer: After the rock group trashed their hotel suite, they were -- BANNED

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Spending time with
co-workers, friends and loved ones might be a prime
motivating force in the week ahead. You may be
tempted to fritter money away on lunches and others
non-essentials.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Roses are red,
violets are blue. A lot of flirting is going on around
you. Although there may be plenty of social activities
on your plate this week, avoid beginning serious new
relationships.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Practice speaking the
most diplomatic words to deal with people who are
heavy-handed or domineering in the week to come.
Display a talent for nurturing in your friendships and
other relationships.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Keep a smile on
your face in the week ahead even when people try to
puncture your privacy. Avoid power struggles and the
feeling of being manipulated by thinking for yourself.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t start remodeling or
new business projects in the week to come as your
big ideas could outstrip your practical experience.
You will need courage to fight off propaganda and
negative influences.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Guard your tongue.
Don’t discuss confidential matters in the week to
come. Your good taste may exceed the depth of
your wallet, but you will find a congenial someone to

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Like the chance of winning a
lottery
2 Grandpa’s love
3 In need of a massage
4 Journalism award
5 Prepare to fire
6 Sore loser’s opposite
7 Volcano in Italy
8 “__ with flowers”
9 Mo. for scary costumes
10 Bib-wearer’s entrŽe
11 *Illegal activity that threatens
elephants
12 Blow off some steam
13 General vicinity
18 Tail end
22 Texas NBA team, on scoreboards
25 Civil rights icon Parks
27 Prom attendee
28 Profits
29 Company with orange-and-white
trucks
30 *Jamaican resort
31 Soup go-with, at lunch
33 Fit automaker
34 Auditing giant __ & Young
37 Ali boxing technique
40 Deal with things
41 “Right this minute!”
44 70-Across tempter
46 “Just my luck!”
48 “Just a __!”
50 Regard
52 At that place
54 Hoofbeat sound
55 “__ Lama Ding Dong”: doo-wop
hit
57 Battery fluid
59 Humorist Bombeck
60 Kept in the loop, briefly
61 Bills with Hamilton on them
63 Tyler of “The Leftovers”
65 Fellows

(c)2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

BOGGLE ANSWERS

21 Where honorees may sit
23 Miss Chile’s title: Abbr.
24 Rowing pair
26 Ragged
28 Gingerbread house roof toppers
32 Get really mad
35 “Hey, sailor!”
36 Glide above the clouds
38 False step
39 Actor McKellen
40 *Auto buyer’s consideration
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OHIO MAINE IDAHO KANSAS KENTUCKY NEBRASKA

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

ACROSS
1 Piece of cake
5 Forever and a day
9 Tony who was a teammate of
Carew and Killebrew
14 Some bra fabric
15 Little bit
16 Put a lid on
17 *On the same page
19 Steakhouse order
20 “You never know”
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42 Andy’s doll pal
43 Eccentric
45 Base lullaby
46 Likelihood
47 Nods off
49 Multiwinner race outcome
51 Say hello to
53 Take down __: humble
54 Silo filler
56 Landlocked African nation
58 Like a soldier at attention
62 Pigeonhole
64 Online business, and a hint to
the ends of the answers to starred
clues
66 Muscat native
67 Ready for picking
68 “Very true!”
69 Fee-based entertainment service
70 Biblical garden
71 Little shavers
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MR. MORRIS

By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

DID YOU KNOW?

• The German pet name
“Schnuckiputzihasimausierdbeertörtchen” translates to
“cutiepiebunnymousestrawberrytart.”
• The German term of endearment “hasenfürzchen” literally
means “bunny fart.”
• At least one beaver has killed
a person — a beaver in Belarus
chomped on a fisherman’s leg when

he tried to catch it, severing a major
artery.
• The mating call of the black
drum fish is so loud and so low that
it can reverberate into the walls of
people’s houses from the ocean
floor.
• When runners wear shoes, their
arches don’t bend as much and the
feet have to work harder than when
running barefoot.

THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers
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Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ads in
The Bulletin. Shop locally and support businesses who
pay taxes in our community.
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