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Let’s do a social media promotion, 
suggested the intern.

I don’t like social media promo-
tions. It doesn’t work down here. 
People still like to read the newspa-
per, I replied.

It will help increase readership. 
Let’s give away some Schlitter-
bahn tickets, she insisted. “I’ll do 
everything. You won’t have to do 
anything.”

I waste way 
too much time 
on Facebook 
because I really 
like reading 
people’s com-
ments and look-
ing at their baby, 
vacation and 
pet photos. But 

I have never been too enthusiastic 
about doing a free ticket giveaway 
contest through Facebook and what-
ever other medium she had in mind.

O.K., as long as I don’t have to 
do anything. Do whatever you like, 
I said.

This is no ordinary intern. Her 
name is Stephanie, and she is my 
daughter. She is finishing her col-
lege degree after managing stores 
for six years, and she needed an 
internship for her last semester.

I suggested that she do one with 
us. “You can do whatever you want. 
You can sell, write or promote.”

In other words, the internship is 
self-driven.

After considering other internship 
offers from other businesses, she 
chose us, and went to work selling 
ads and planning promotions.

We have an easy-going environ-

RAMBLINGS

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

I’m always dubious when I hear 
somebody proclaim that there are 
just two kinds of people in the world.

Tom Robbins, the author of “Still 
Life with Woodpecker” might have 
said it best: “There are two kinds 
of people in this world: Those who 

believe there 
are two kinds of 
people in this 
world and those 
who are smart 
enough to know 
better.”

Still, there’s 
something in the 
human psyche 

that makes us want to boil every-
thing down to the simplest terms.  
And the limitation of only one pair of 
options – be it those who think and 
those who do, those who save and 
those who spend, those who are 
good and those who are bad, or any 
number of other pairings – provides 
a convenient way to do it.  But the 
problem with such simplistic equa-
tions is that life is seldom simple.

 On any given day most people 
actually think and do, and save and 
spend.  And there are very few, if 
any, folks who are saints or devils.  
Most lives are spent wandering 
around in the vast middle ground 
between those extremes, depending 
on specific situations.

Having said all that, I can tell you 
this. In one regard, there truly are 

THE WORDSMITH

On April 6, 1917, the United 
States of America joined the Great 
War by joining allies in the fight 
against Germany.  To commemo-
rate the 100th anniversary of this 
historic event, the Brazoria County 
Historical Museum will host Jeffrey 
William Hunt.

Hunt is the Director of the Texas 
Military Forces Museum at Camp 
Mabry in Austin and an Adjunct 
Professor of History at Austin Com-
munity College.  Prior to taking the 
post at the Texas Military Forces 
Museum, he was the Curator of 
Collections and Director of the 
Living History Program at the 
Admiral Nimitz National Museum of 
the Pacific War in Fredericksburg, 
Texas for 11 years. He holds a 

Bachelors Degree in Government 
and a Masters Degree in History, 
both from the University of Texas at 
Austin. 

Hunt will discuss the role of the 
Texas National Guard in World War 
I, including the formation of the 
36th Infantry Division, as well as an 
overview of how the U.S. became 

involved in the conflict.
The event will be held on 

Thursday, April 27th at 6:30 pm 
at the Brazoria County Historical 
Museum, located at 100 East Cedar 
in Angleton. 

For more information, call (979) 
864-1208, or follow the museum on 
Facebook.

Brazoria County museum to present program on WWI

EARTH DAY IS ON APRIL 22
See our Special Pages inside this issue
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

WHAT BLEW UP HALIFAX? 
Q. The year was 1917, the 

place Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
the event perhaps “the largest 
man-made accidental explosion 
in history,” killing 2,000 people 
and injuring 9,000 more. What 
happened?

A. Just before 8:45 a.m. on Dec. 
6, two ships collided in Halifax 
waters: the SS Imo, an empty 
Norwegian passenger/freight ship; 
and France’s SS Mont Blanc, a 
cargo ship loaded with munitions 
to support the war effort, says Dan 
Lewis in his book “Now I Know.”  
Though the French crew made it to 
safety, the explosion that followed 
when Mont Blanc’s payload caught 
fire registered an intensity “roughly 
one-seventh to one-fifth that of the 
atomic bomb that struck Hiro-
shima.”  The fallout?  The ship was 
instantly vaporized, a mile-high fire 
plume erupted, a roughly square-
mile blast area was destroyed, and 
buildings as far as 10 miles from 
the epicenter sustained structural 
damage. The aftermath of the 
explosion included a 60-foot-high 
tsunami wave at the waterfront, a 
10-minute black, sooty “rainfall,” 
and the destruction of the Royal 
Naval College of Canada.

Taking all of this into account, the 
Halifax tragedy “is widely consid-
ered the worst man-made acciden-
tal explosion in history,” killing more 
Nova Scotians than were lost in 
World War I.
SOMETHING SMELLS A LOT

Q. There are different begin-
nings and endings to many 
things, true of people as well.  
What’s one picturesque A-to-Z 
offshoot for homo sapiens?

A. Human life begins with an 
inhalation and ends with an exhala-
tion, averaging some 500 million 
breaths of life overall —- sustaining 
our air and bathing our nostrils in a 
stream of scent-laden molecules, 
says David G. Myers and C. 
Nathan Dewall in “Exploring Psy-
chology.”  Odor molecules come in 
many shapes and sizes, so many 
in fact that it requires an enormous 
number of olfactory receptors to 
detect them:  Humans have some 
20 million of these, a bloodhound 
220 million.

The number of scents humans 
can discriminate is equally impres-
sive. Just as the 26 A-to-Z letters of 
the English alphabet can combine 
to form many words, so odor 
molecules bind to different receptor 
arrays, producing at least 1 trillion 
(1,000,000,000,000) possible 
odors.  “It is the combination of 

olfactory receptors, which activate 
different neuron patterns, that 
allows us to distinguish between 
the aromas of fresh-brewed and 
hours-old coffee.”

ANCIENT ZEROS
Q. What interest did Brahma-

gupta (India c. 628) and Al-
Khwarizmi (Persia c. 780-850) 
have in common?

A. They were both early “heroes” 
of the number zero, as described 
in “New Scientist” magazine’s book 
“The Origin of (almost) Every-
thing.”  Brahmagupta was “the 
first person to write down rules for 
adding, subtracting, multiplying and 
dividing with zero”: 1. Zero plus a 
positive number is positive. 2. Zero 
plus a negative number is nega-
tive. 3.  Zero plus zero is zero. 4. 
Zero minus a positive number is 
negative. 5. Zero minus a negative 
number is positive. 6. Zero minus 
zero is zero. 7. A number multiplied 
by zero is zero. Only the eighth rule 
– A number divided by zero is zero 
– is now regarded as incorrect; 
rather, such an action yields infinity.

Some two hundred years later, 
“Al-Khwarizmi helped spread the 
Hindu number system, which 
introduced zero as a circle to mark 
empty columns.”  He is also cred-
ited with developing the problem-
solving method known as algebra. 
When no number appears in the 
place of tens, then a little circle 
should be used to keep the rows.  
This circle called “sifr,” or “empty” in 
Arabic, eventually became “zero.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?
• Earthworms are 82% protein, 

pair well with curry and cumin and 
apparently taste like bacon.

• A few spoons of mustard can 
help fight off leg cramps due to the 
amount of magnesium it contains.

• In 2009, Disney was in talks 
about creating ‘The Dark Kingdom’ 
at Disney World – A fifth park that 
would’ve been themed around its 
villains.

• Online dating sites often use 
fake profiles to get members to 
spend more money.

• Early boomerangs used by 
Australian aboriginals were used to 
hunt kangaroo.
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

If you like what you see, pick up another copy for a friend or let 
them know that we are also avaliable at

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

PLEASE SEND THE MONEY, GRANNY, OR ELSE! An Alabama 
man faked his own kidnapping In order to get $1,000 from his grand-
mother. He sent her a photo that made it look like he was beaten while 
held captive in the Tennessee woods, and said she should send him a 
money-gram, or he would be killed. But granny immediately went to the 
cops who – it turns out – were very familiar with the grandson due to his 
previous criminal activity involving drugs. He was charged with first-
degree extortion.

O.K., SMOOTH TALKER, YOU WIN: A man, who was attracted 
to a woman he saw dropping her daughter off at a Lakeland, Fla., school, 
followed her in his car and rammed her vehicle several times. Then, 
when she pulled over, he threw his dog at her. He told arresting officers 
that he thought she was pretty and he was just trying to get her to talk to 
him in hopes that he might take her out on a date.

NOW THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT I’M TALKING ABOUT: During 
a meeting in Xiangyang City, China, on how to motivate lazy bureaucrats, 
six officials fell asleep.

I WORK ALONE: A man stole a van from in front of a mortuary in 
Riverside, Calif. When he noticed that there was a dead body in the 
vehicle, he returned it and stole another van.

IS THERE A PROBLEM, OFFICER? A drunk driver was arrested 
in Green Bay, Wisc., after he hit six cars and a house.

WHY, YES SIR, THERE IS A PACKAGE FOR YOU: An Arizona 
man mailed some meth to a hotel he was planning on staying at in Key 
West, because he planned to try the drug for the first time when he went 
on vacation. But, since he was not yet a guest, hotel staff opened the 
package and found the meth. He also included his name and return 
address. An undercover officer posing as a manager was waiting for him 
when he checked in.

THAT’S SOME FINE DRIVIN,’ SON: A man, who led police on 
a high-speed chase in Kershaw County, S.C., lost control of his car, 
flipped it three times, then, amazingly, continued the chase after it landed 
upright. He was eventually caught, but the cops must have been really 
impressed.

I’ll HAVE A TACO SALAD AND A BURRITO – HOLD THE 
BEEF: A cow escaped from a slaughterhouse in Weatherford, Texas, 
and had about two hours of freedom before winding up at the Taco Bell 
on South Main Street.

DISREGARD EARLIER MESSAGE: A Monroe, Wash. man 
thought he was texting a hitman when he sent a message offering to split 
a $1 million insurance payout for killing his wife. But he accidentally sent 
the message to his former boss, who called the cops.

FROM PARTY TIME TO JAIL TIME: Police found that a woman, 
who was pulled over for a traffic violation in Etowah County, Ala., had a 
warrant out for her arrest. A search of her vehicle turned up oxycodone 
pills, methamphetamine, cocaine, morphine pills, marijuana, suboxone 
strips and a large amount of cash.

Are you stressed out a lot? Here are some home remedies
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Stress is something that just 
about everyone knows well and 
experiences often. It’s that feeling 
of pressure, typically a result of too 
much to do and too little time to do 
it in.

In a busy life, stress is almost 
unavoidable. Stress is caused by 
events that are positive — new job, 
vacation or marriage — as well 
as negative — job loss, divorce or 
death in the family. Stress is not the 
event itself but rather, your psycho-
logical or physical reaction to the 
event.

Anxiety is a tense feeling that 
often accompanies stress. It’s 
typically directed toward the future 
— toward something that may 
happen soon. Some anxiety can 
motivate you or help you respond to 
danger. 

Lifestyle and home remedies:
— Keep physically active. 

Develop a routine so you’re 
physically active most days of the 
week. Exercise is a powerful stress 
reducer. It may improve your mood 
and help you stay healthy. Start 
out slowly and gradually increase 
the amount and intensity of your 
activities.

— Avoid alcohol and recreational 
drugs. These substances can cause 
or worsen anxiety. If you can’t quit 

on your own, see your doctor or find 
a support group to help you.

— Quit smoking and cut back 
or quit drinking caffeinated bever-
ages. Both nicotine and caffeine can 
worsen anxiety.

— Discuss your concerns. Talking 
with a trusted friend helps relieve 
stress and may provide a more 
positive perspective on your situa-
tion. This may lead to a healthy plan 

of action.
— Use stress management and 

relaxation techniques. Visualization 
techniques, meditation and yoga are 
examples of relaxation techniques 
that can ease anxiety.

— Learn to relax. Your goal is 
to lower your heart rate and blood 
pressure while also reducing muscle 
tension.

— Make sleep a priority. 
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These are the most (and least) stressed states in the US
By Bill Daley
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Stressed out on the job? Me too.
So, I can’t say I was surprised 

to hear Illinois ranked 11th for 
work-related stress, according to a 
new survey of the most and least 
stressed states by WalletHub, the 
personal finance website based in 
Washington, D.C.

What did surprise me — and 
might earn a double take from you, 
was that the Land of Lincoln did 
fairly well on other stress factors 
listed on the survey, managing to be 
mostly in the middle of the states in 
terms of money-related stress (35), 
family-related stress (32) and health 
and safety-related stress (37).

Overall, Illinois ranked 32 of 
the 50 states, plus the District of 
Columbia, in terms of stress levels. 
Alabama came in first overall; Min-
nesota was last.

The WalletHub report, written by 
Richie Bernardo, notes a general 
uptick in stress nationwide after 
stress levels dipped to their lowest 
point in a decade in 2016.

“During the 10-year period when 
stress was declining, Americans 
commonly identified ‘money, work 
and the economy’ as their biggest 
sources of worry. Today, however, 
Americans also report increased 
anxiety over the election outcome, 
current political climate, uncertainty 
of our nation’s future and fear of 
violence,” Bernardo wrote.

Before you pack up and head to 
Minnesota, learn how to manage 
your stress.

Stress management can help 
prevent heart disease, depression 
and high blood pressure, according 
to the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. Stress can 
be reduced by planning ahead, 

taking time to relax, eating healthy, 
being active and talking to friends, 
according to the Health Department 
website.

The survey was conducted using 
33 “relevant metrics,” such as 
number of hours worked, average 
commute time, income growth rate, 
divorce rate, child care costs, crime 
rate, mental health and insurance 
coverage.

States that scored first in terms of 
stress for specific categories were: 
Alaska (work), Mississippi (money), 
District of Columbia (family) and 
West Virginia (health and safety). 
States that scored least were: South 
Dakota (work), Wyoming (money), 
North Dakota (family) and Minne-
sota (health and safety).

Anotherr notable finding:
Alaska residents, on average, 

work the most hours per week; Utah 
residents the least.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

ment most of the time. On occasion, 
problems flare up, and we have to 
put out some fires, but for the most 
part, working conditions around 
here are very pleasant.

“You won’t have to commute 
much unless you’re coming here to 
make some contacts,” I said. “You 
can work from home. We do.”

We had a location in Lake 
Jackson, but we 
soon realized that 
it stayed mostly 
empty while we 
worked out of the 
house. It was much 
more convenient 
than driving to 
work. Our intern 
had to to get used to commuting 
from her kitchen, after making 
coffee, to the office in her home.

There are some pitfalls to this, 
because it is also really easy to do 
nothing. Home office set-ups require 
a lot of self-descipline. I have been 
doing it since 1983, when the Hous-
ton Chronicle hired me to cover 
Brazoria County and assigned me 

to my apartment in Clute.
So, commuting to work everyday 

is not one of my strong points.
College kids, if you need an 

internship, and your field is related 
to communications or marketing, 
The Bulletin may be for you. Or, 
maybe not. Working  autonomously 
is not always the best choice, so 
this is not for everyone.

But back to the social media 
promotion. I let 
Stephanie handle 
the whole thing. 
The response was 
good, much better 
than what was 
expected. I took 
out a Facebook ad 
to help push it, but 

the generic views way surpassed 
the paid views.

“I told you that you didn’t need to 
pay for an ad,” she said. 

The Schlitterbahn ticket giveaway 
promotion is our biggest of the 
year, and it just got a lot bigger. The 
social media contest is over, and 
the winners have been selected, but 
another contest is being planned.

For those of you who are like me, 
and prefer the paper version of The 
Bulletin, we’ll do it again, this time 
requiring you to enter the old-fash-
ioned way - cut out the entry form 
and mail it to us.

So, pick up a copy weekly, 
because while the social media part 

is over, the annual big Schlitterbahn 
ticket giveaway in the paper is still 
coming.

And, congratulations to our intern. 
May you do as well wherever you 
go as you did here. It’s been a 
pleasure to have you work for us 
this semester.

Our first social media-based ticket give-away contest proves successful
(Continued from Page 1)

If you missed the 
Facebook Schlitterbahn 
free tickets give-away 

contest, another one is 
being planned.

No stretch, yoga coming to 
Salt Lake ballpark

Down-Dog Days of Summer, 
anyone? Among the promotional 
dates on the Class AAA Salt 
Lake Bees’ schedule this season: 
Yoga at the Ballpark. Can’t wait 
to see what they cook up for the 
seventh-inning stretch.

Hey, batter, battered!
Cardinals outfielder Stephen 

Piscotty had a painful trip around 
the bases against the Cubs, 
getting hit by thrown balls on both 
elbows (at bat, then running to 
second) and then on the helmet 
while running home. No truth to 
the rumor that he just landed a 
Target endorsement.

Free passes, anyone?
On National Walking Day, 

Royals pitchers promptly went 
out and walked nine Minnesota 
Twins.

Punch those ballots
WWE rassler Kane is ramp-

ing up to run for mayor of Knox 
County, Tenn. In keeping with the 
theme, he threw his hat into the 
ring — and threatened to throw 
his opponents out of it.

The puck stops here
Victoria Royals goaltender 

Griffen Outhouse made a whop-
ping 72 saves before surrender-
ing the winning goal in the longest 
Western Hockey League game 
ever played: 151 minutes, 36 
seconds. So who sponsors his 
postgame rubdown, Hamburger 
Helper?

Cravy train
Pitcher Tyler Cravy, after being 

one of the final cuts from the 
Brewers’ opening-day roster, 
threatened to quit the game 
and find “a 9-to-5 job where I 
get treated like a human, at this 
point.”

Earth to Tyler: Sure, you don’t 
get overtime pay in baseball and 
the hours and travel can be crazy, 
but your $537,500 salary for 2017 
— even divvied up over 52 work 
weeks (some of which you don’t 
even work) — still pencils out to 
$258.41 an hour.
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Brazosport College’s Psi Psi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa recently 
attended the Texas Regional Conference in Corpus Christi. At the 
conference, the Psi Psi chapter attended various workshops, heard from 
keynote speakers and received awards for the previous year’s projects. 
Psi Psi was also awarded the College Project Award of Merit, was 
named a Top Texas Chapter and remains one of the Five-Star Chapters. 
Pictured are Alicia Hodge, co-advisor; Derrick Torres, member; Kristen 
Watts. officer; Tonya Lavallias, officer; Christy Conley, officer; Roberto 
Gutierrez, member; and Cassie Bruner, advisor.

BC’s Phi Theta Kappa named a Top 
Texas Chapter at regional meeting

Alvin Community College joins public awareness campaign to prevent dating violence
Throughout the month of April, 

Alvin Community College will 
participate in a public awareness 
effort aimed at stopping dating 
violence on college campuses.

The project, called The Red 
Flag Campaign, helps students 
identify “red flags” for dating 
violence in their friends’ relation-
ships and encourages them to 
intervene.

The campaign is a result of 
the combined work of students, 
faculty, and victim advocates from 
nearly 20 colleges and universi-
ties.

College students are at 
extremely high risk of either 
acting as perpetrator or being a 
victim of dating physical or sexual 
violence during their college 
years:

• 32 percent of college students 
report dating violence by a previ-
ous partner, and 21 percent report 
violence by a current partner.

• 12 percent of completed 
rapes, 35% of attempted rapes, 
and 22 percent of threatened 

rapes occur on a date.
• 51 percent of college males 

admit perpetrating one or more 
sexual assault incidents during 
college.

The Red Flag Campaign fea-
tures a series of eight posters that 
illustrate “red flags” that might be 
present in a relationship in which 
dating violence is occuring. The 
purpose of the campaign is to 
encourage students to speak up 
when they see red flags for dating 
violence in their friends’ relation-
ships.

“Friends have an influential role 
in intervening in dating violence 
not only with the victim, but also 
with the abusive partner,” said 
Amanda Smithson, Student Activi-
ties Coordinator.

She explains that peer groups 
have the ability to provide safety 
and support and can also dictate 
what behaviors are unacceptable.

“Helping college students har-
ness their power to change the 
cultural tolerance of violence in 
relationships,” she said.

Programs and events are 
scheduled throughout the month 
to draw attention to dating 
violence as well as celebrate the 

positive aspects of relationships 
like love, respect, communication 
and honesty.

For more information on 

what constitutes dating vio-
lence, how to help, or how to 
get help for a friend, visit www. 
TheRedFlagCampaign.org.
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Let Brazosport College Community Band take you around the world with free concert  April 23
The Brazosport College Depart-

ment of Music will present its spring 
concert featuring the College and 
Community Band at 2:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 23.

 The band, under the direction of 
Richard Birk, will be performing at 
The Clarion at Brazosport College. 
The performance is free.

 “This concert will include music 
from various countries, Ireland to 
Russia to America, spanning a wide 
variety of styles including overtures, 
marches and waltzes, as well as 
music from Hollywood and Broad-
way,” Birk said. “We think there will 
be something for everyone, and it 
should be great fun for all. We do 

hope the community will come out 
for a great afternoon of music.”

 Selections scheduled to be 
performed by the Community Band 
on April 23 include:

 “Rephrygeration” — a thrilling 
concert opener by Todd Stalter.

 “Kindred Spirits” — an achingly 
beautiful tribute by Brian Balmages 
to a family that was murdered in his 
hometown.

 “Everlasting Light” — a world 
premiere of community band 
member George St. George’s peppy 

concert march.
 “Elfin Waltz” — a Civil War-era 

waltz from the Union Army’s 1st 
Brigade Band.

 “Folk Dances” — one of Dmitri 
Shostakovich’s most popular works.

 “Shillelagh!” — a medley of 
familiar Irish folk songs.

 “Music from Tombstone” 
— themes from the 1993 movie that 
brought the gunfight at the O.K. 
Corral to the silver screen.

 “Gee, Officer Krupke” — a 
humorous selection originally sung 

by the Jets gang in Leonard 
Bernstein’s “West Side Story.”

 “The Roosters Lay Eggs in 
Kansas” — John Philip Sousa’s 
favorite encore.

 “Cartoon Symphony” — a medley 
of familiar themes including  “The 
Flintstones,” “The Jetsons,” “The 
Simpsons,” “The Pink Panther,” 
“Animaniacs,” and “Merrily We Roll 
Along.” 

 For more information about the 
April 23 Community Band concert, 
call (979) 230-3658.

‘Sgt. Pepper’ album to get deluxe 50th-anniversary edition
By Randy Lewis
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The most ambitious reissue yet 
of an individual album from the 
Beatles’ catalog is coming May 
26 with an expanded and newly 
remixed edition of the Fab Four’s 
1967 pop masterpiece, “Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.”

Consistently ranked by critics 
and fans among the most influen-
tial rock albums of all time, “Sgt. 
Pepper” is being reissued in mul-
tiple formats and editions ($150-$19 
at Amazon), including new stereo 
and surround-sound audio mixes 
along with nearly three dozen previ-
ously unreleased recordings from 
the same sessions.

“It’s crazy to think that 50 years 
later we are looking back on this 
project with such fondness and a 
little bit of amazement at how four 
guys, a great producer and his 
engineers could make such a last-
ing piece of art,” Paul McCartney 
writes in a new introduction for the 
anniversary edition of a project that 
started out as his baby.

In a 1970 interview with Rolling 
Stone, John Lennon said, “It was 
a peak. Paul and I were definitely 
working together.”

Ringo Starr, the quartet’s other 
surviving member, writes in his 
introductory remarks to the new edi-
tion that “‘Sgt. Pepper’ seemed to 
capture the mood of that year, and 
it also allowed a lot of other people 
to kick off from there and to really 

go for it.”
Indeed, the Doors’ drummer, 

John Densmore, told The Times 
recently, “We were working on our 
second album, ‘Strange Days’ (in 
1967) and while we were working 

on it, we got an early copy of ‘Sgt. 
Pepper’ and we just died. That 
made us experiment more, inspired 
us to try the Moog synthesizer, 
made us generally be wild and just 
say ‘What the hell?’”
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“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.”
                                         -Lady Bird Johnson

SPECIAL SECTION: CELEBRATING EARTH DAY 2017
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“Look deep into nature, and then you will understand 
everything better.”
                                                              -Albert Einstein

SPECIAL SECTION: CELEBRATING EARTH DAY 2017



The benefits of recycling
• Reduces the amount of waste sent to landfills and combustion facilites
• Conserves natural resources such as timber, water, and minerals
• Prevents pollution by reducing the need to collect new raw materials
• Saves energy
• Reduces greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to global climate change
• Helps sustain the environment for future generations
• Helps create new well-paying jobs in the recycling and manufacturing industries in the 
  United States
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Buy recycled products when possible
You help close the recycling 

loop by buying new products made 
from recycled materials. There are 
thousands of products that contain 
recycled content. When you go 
shopping, look for the following:

• Products that can be easily 
recycled

• Products that contain recycled 
content

Below are some of the terms 
used:

Recycled-content product - The 
product was manufactured with 
recycled materials either collected 
from a recycling program or from 
waste recovered during the normal 
manufacturing process. The label 
will sometimes include how much 
of the content was from recycled 
materials.

Post-consumer content - Very 
similar to recycled content, but the 

material comes only from recy-
clables collected from consumers 
or businesses through a recycling 
program.

Recyclable product - Products 
that can be collected, processed 
and manufactured into new products 
after they have been used. These 
products do not necessarily contain 
recycled materials. Remember not 
all kinds of recyclables may be col-
lected in your community so be sure 
to check with your local recycling 
program before you buy.

Some of the common products 
you can find that can be made with 
recycled content include the follow-
ing:

Aluminum cans; Car bumpers; 
Carpeting; Cereal boxes; Comic 
books; Egg cartons; Glass contain-
ers; Laundry detergent bottles; 
Motor oil; Nails; Newspapers...

SPECIAL SECTION: CELEBRATING EARTH DAY 2017
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History of Earth Day: Started as a bipartisan conservation effort that went global
The Earth Day Network

The idea came to Earth Day 
founder Gaylord Nelson, then a 
U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, after 
witnessing the ravages of the 1969 
massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, 
California. 

Inspired by the student anti-
war movement, he realized that 
if he could infuse that energy 
with an emerging public con-
sciousness about air and water 
pollution, it would force environ-
mental protection onto the national 
political agenda. Senator Nelson 
announced the idea for a “national 
teach-in on the environment” to the 
national media; persuaded Pete 
McCloskey, a conservation-minded 

Republican Congressman, to serve 
as his co-chair; and recruited Denis 
Hayes as national coordinator. 
Hayes built a national staff of 85 to 
promote events across the land.

As a result, on the 22nd of April, 
20 million Americans took to the 
streets, parks, and auditoriums to 
demonstrate for a healthy, sustain-
able environment in massive coast-
to-coast rallies. 

Thousands of colleges and 
universities organized protests 
against the deterioration of the 
environment. Groups that had been 
fighting against oil spills, polluting 
factories and power plants, raw 

sewage, toxic dumps, pesticides, 
freeways, the loss of wilderness, 
and the extinction of wildlife sud-
denly realized they shared common 
values.

Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare 
political alignment, enlisting support 
from Republicans and Democrats, 
rich and poor, city slickers and 
farmers, tycoons and labor leaders. 

The first Earth Day led to the 
creation of the United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and 
the passage of the Clean Air, Clean 
Water, and Endangered Species 
Acts. “It was a gamble,” Gaylord 
recalled, “but it worked.”

As 1990 approached, a group 
of environmental leaders asked 
Denis Hayes to organize another 
big campaign. This time, Earth Day 
went global, mobilizing 200 million 
people in 141 countries and lifting 
environmental issues onto the 
world stage. Earth Day 1990 gave 

a huge boost to recycling efforts 
worldwide and helped pave the 
way for the 1992 United Nations 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. 
It also prompted President Bill 
Clinton to award Senator Nelson 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
(1995) -- the highest honor given to 
civilians in the United States -- for 
his role as Earth Day founder.

Republicans and Democrats helped Earth Day get started in 1970

Solar power is booming, despite setbacks
From EarthTalk®

Solar power is surging. The 
trade group Solar Energy Indus-
tries Association (SEIA) reports 
that our domestic solar power 
capacity has seen a compound 
annual growth of nearly 60 percent 
over the last 10 years. 

Meanwhile, solar accounted for 
28 percent of all new power added 
to the U.S. electric grid in 2015 
and the prices of photovoltaic 
panels have fallen so steeply that 
solar is now cost-competitive with 
coal or natural gas in some parts 
of the country. 

And there’s no sign of solar 
slowing down anytime soon.

But just because Americans are 
warming up to solar doesn’t mean 
that every company looking to lead 
this power revolution has been 
able to manage the growth and 
navigate the tricky world of shifting 
subsidies and incentives. 

The most infamous case of a 
solar company flare-out is Solyn-
dra, a California-based start-up 
that was pioneering the design 
and manufacture of thin film photo-
voltaic cylinders and secured $545 
million in federal loan guarantees 
from the Obama administration’s 
economic stimulus package.

“But a solar manufacturing 
boom in China crushed the price 
of conventional crystalline photo-
voltaic (PV) solar panels,” reports 
David Ferris and Saqib Rahim 
in EENews’ EnergyWire. “The 
economic rationale for Solyndra’s 
pricey tubes was undermined, and 
the company declared bankruptcy 
in August 2011.”

Solyndra’s demise was cer-
tainly an embarrassment to the 
Obama administration, which 
had been touting the company as 
an example of the direction we 

should be heading in our energy 
sector, and augured poorly for the 
future of the still- nascent green 
economy. But despite the setback, 
solar has grown at a record clip 
since 2011, surpassing wind as 
the largest renewable energy 
source in California.

This very maturation of the 
solar power industry in the U.S. 
made the April 2016 news of the 
bankruptcy of SunEdison, one 
of four remaining big players in 
the American solar industry, that 
much more surprising, given that 
the company was much larger in 
employees and revenues than 
Solyndra and had received more 
federal subsidies and loan guaran-
tees overall. 

“SunEdison’s bankruptcy, for 
creditors, customers, shareholders 
and partners, is a very big deal 
with all manner of negative reper-
cussions,” comments Clint Wilder 
of the clean-tech advisory firm 
Clean Edge, “and it’s a cautionary 
tale like those we’ve seen across 
the energy landscape and in other 
industries, where over-leveraged, 
aggressive growth strategies can 
come crashing down.”

Meanwhile, America’s remaining 
solar powerhouses—SunPower, 
SolarCity and First Solar—con-
tinue to expand judiciously. And 
hundreds of smaller players are 
working to shake up the industry 
even further and keep the bigger 
players on their toes. 

While the growing pains for 
America’s solar industry are far 
from over, the future still looks 
bright for solar power specifically 
and renewables of all kinds.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss and 
is a registered trademark of the 
nonprofit Earth Action Network. 

SPECIAL SECTION: CELEBRATING EARTH DAY 2017
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Urbanization generates less pollution
From EarthTalk®

The increased density of big cities 
leads to less energy use and fewer 
greenhouse gas emissions per 
capita. “The biggest factor is trans-
portation, first, simply because trips 
get shorter, and second, because 
trips are more likely taken by transit, 
biking and walking, which are more 
energy efficient than cars,” says 
Dan Bertolet of Sightline Institute, 
a Seattle-based sustainability 
think-tank. “Density also leads to 
less energy use in buildings for two 
reasons: The housing tends to be 
smaller, and the shared walls/floors/
ceilings in multifamily buildings help 
conserve heating and cooling.”

To Bertolet’s point, a recent study 
published in the Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences 
examining projected emissions 
from buildings in a variety of urban 
areas confirms that denser develop-
ment is more effective at reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions than 
weather-proofing or other efficiency-
oriented infrastructure upgrades. 
But researchers warn that increased 
density alone isn’t enough to drive 

emissions lower overall given a host 
of other factors.

“Urbanization is often accom-
panied by higher incomes, higher 
economic activity and more con-
sumption,” says Burak Güneralp, 
geosciences researcher at Texas 
A&M and the study’s lead author. 
“So any gains in per capita con-
sumption due to greater density in 
urban areas may be exceeded by 
the increase in per capita consump-
tion due to higher incomes.” Also, 
says Güneralp, efficiency benefits of 
increased density can backfire if not 
directed by thoughtful policy. “For 
example, too high a density coupled 
with poor planning can lead to traffic 
congestions, which can increase 
fuel consumption hence carbon 
emissions.” 

Poorly managed development 
outside the urban core, AKA urban 
sprawl, can also counteract the 
carbon footprint gains of increased 
density downtown. Sprawling 
suburban development uses more 
land per capita and forces people to 
drive long distances in private cars 
to get to work, school and shopping.

SPECIAL SECTION: CELEBRATING EARTH DAY 2017

Arbor Day Foundation giving away trees for joining
National Arbor Day is Friday, 

April 28, this year, and the Arbor 
Day Foundation is making it easy 
for anyone to celebrate the annual 
tree-planting holiday. Join the 
Foundation in April and receive 10 
free shade trees.

By joining the Foundation in 
April, new members receive the 
following trees: red oak, sugar 
maple, weeping willow, baldcy-
press, thornless honeylocust, pin 
oak, river birch, tuliptree, silver 
maple, and red maple.

The free trees are part of the 
Foundation’s Trees for America 
campaign.

“These trees provide shade in 
the summer and vibrant colors 
throughout the fall,” said Matt 
Harris, chief executive of the Arbor 
Day Foundation. “Through the 
simple act of planting trees, one 
person can make a difference in 
helping to create a healthier and 
more beautiful planet for all of us 
to enjoy.”

The trees will be shipped 
postpaid with enclosed planting 

instructions at the right time for 
planting in April or May.

 The 6- to 12-inch trees are 
guaranteed to grow or they will be 
replaced free of charge.

To become a member of the 
Foundation and receive the free 

trees, send a $10 contribution 
to TEN FREE SHADE TREES, 
Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor 
Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 
68410, by April 30, 2017, or visit 
arborday.org/april.
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Send your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
We’ll help you spread the word on the many things going 

on in our community!

Dragging United passenger off plane was lesson in stupidity
By David Lazarus
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

There’s nothing like the sight of 
a passenger being forcibly dragged 
from an overbooked flight to remind 
people that, when it comes to 
customer service, many compa-
nies are thoughtless, insensitive, 

inconsiderate, irresponsible and just 
plain stupid.

You’ve probably seen the 
video. It shows a plainclothes cop 
wrestling a man from his seat on 
a United Airlines flight in Chicago 
and hauling his limp body down the 
aisle..

There’s some screaming, some 
shouts and a general sense of 
astonishment and outrage among 
other passengers, some of whom, 
not surprisingly, whipped out their 
phones and recorded the whole 
sorry episode.

“Who thought this would be a 
good idea?” wondered Michael 
McCall, a professor of hospitality 
business at Michigan State Univer-
sity. He was among a number of 
customer-service experts I spoke 
with as the United video went viral.

“Now you’re looking at a law-
suit,” he said. “And that’s nothing 
compared to the public-relations 
nightmare.”

This was a guy — reportedly a 
doctor — minding his own business 
as United started bumping pas-
sengers from the flight because the 
airline sold more tickets than it had 
available seats, which is about as 
screwed-up a policy as you’ll find in 
the corporate world.

Yes, it’s legal. Airlines reserve the 
right to oversell flights in the fine 
print of tickets. Yes, it happens all 
the time. 

United followed the usual drill. 
First it asked for volunteers to take 
a later flight. It offered as much as 
$800 per volunteer plus a hotel 
stay. No one accepted.

Then the airline selected four 
passengers for involuntary bump-
ing. Three left without incident. The 
fourth remained in his seat.

After repeatedly asking the guy to 
leave, United staff summoned the 
city-run Chicago Aviation Depart-
ment — airport police — which 
handled the situation with all the 
finesse of lions pouncing on a 
gazelle.

Oscar Munoz, the airline’s chief 
executive, said in a statement that 
this was “an upsetting event to all of 
us here at United.”

“I apologize for having to re-
accommodate these customers,” 
he said. “Our team is moving with a 
sense of urgency to work with the 
authorities and conduct our own 
detailed review of what happened. 
We are also reaching out to this 
passenger to talk directly to him 
and further address and resolve this 
situation.”

Style note: Dragging a passenger 
from a plane isn’t “re-accommodat-
ing” him. It’s assault. 
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

See God’s wisdom when facing problems
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I don’t think we have to look to God to find out how to deal with 
our problems. After all, hasn’t He given us the ability to deal with 
them on our own? We just need to use our minds and approach our 
problems logically to find the answers. - Z.J.

A: You’re right, up to a point; God has given us some ability to examine 
our lives and discover what’s best for us. Jesus often urged His hearers 
to think carefully about His words: “Whoever who has ears to hear, let 
them hear” (Mark 4:9).

But when problems or decisions come, we need to turn to God and 
seek His guidance instead of relying only on ourselves. Why is this? One 
reason is because we see only part of the picture, while God sees it all. 
In other words, we may think we understand a problem and know all the 
possible solutions, but do we really? No, of course not. We can’t pos-
sibly see all the alternatives; we may not even understand our motives. 
But God sees the whole situation, and He knows what is best for us. The 
Bible says, “As for God, his way is perfect” (Psalm 18:30).

The other reason we need to seek God’s wisdom when we face prob-
lems or decisions is because He actually wants to show us what’s right. 
God doesn’t want us to muddle around in the dark, vainly seeking what 
we think is best. He loves us and wants to help us.

Don’t let your pride, or anything else, keep you from seeking God’s 
help. Instead, turn to Christ and humbly admit your need for His grace 
and wisdom. The Bible says, “You, Lord, hear the desire of the afflicted; 
you encourage them, and you listen to their cry” (Psalm 10:17).

two kinds of people in the world: 
those who are most comfortable 
with numbers and those who are 
most at home with words.

My wife, Karen, and I constitute 
living proof. Every morning when 
we read the paper and have our 
coffee she does a Sudoku number 
puzzle, and I tackle the crossword 
and the word jumble. She can rattle 

off phone numbers and birthdays 
from memory, and I can spout 
quotes, snippets of poetry, and even 
complete poems and song lyrics on 
demand.  Of course it’s hardly ever 
demanded, but that rarely keeps me 
from doing it.  Karen liked teaching 
math and science; I teach English 
and creative writing. No surprise 
there.

I’ve never had anywhere near the 

close relationship with numbers that 
I have with words.

When somebody tells me to 
remember a number, they might 
as well request that I pull a rabbit 
out of a hat.  I can never remember 
Karen’s cell phone number since 
there is a magic button on my phone 
that knows it. When somebody asks 
how many people live in my town, 
I’m at a complete loss, and when 
asked directions I can’t provide the 
numerical designations of roads and 
highways. 

I can do freeways, but even then 
I think of them, and speak of them, 
in terms of words if given the option.  
So Highway 59 is the Southwest 
Freeway or the East Tex, and 45 is 
either the North or the Gulf, depend-
ing on which side of Houston we’re 
talking about.

Math was always a great mystery 
to me, and nobody was unhappier 
about that than my father, who in 
addition to being the superintendent 
of schools up in Oakwood, he also 
taught two classes, math and typing.  
I did fine in typing, except for the 
numbers (which I never learned; 
I still have to look at those keys) 
but math bewildered me from my 
earliest days, when I spent much 
of my time sitting in the corner of 
Miss Erwin’s third-grade classroom 
because I didn’t find the multiplica-
tion tables interesting enough to 
memorize.

In college I somehow managed 
to pass the two math courses I had 
to take, and even learned, in an 
education course, how to determine 
the mean, median, and mode in a 
set of student scores.  I’m pretty 
sure I’ve never, in 40 years of teach-
ing, actually done it, but I apparently 
convinced a professor that I could.

During all those years I’ve 
watched my math teaching col-
leagues huddle together during 
breaks in faculty meetings and work 
their way through complex arithme-
tic problems. You see, making num-
bers do tricks and figuring out their 
little mysteries is fun for them.  Just 
like moving phrases and sentences 
around and seasoning them with 
adjectives and other manipulations 
is for those of us who love words.

So, the world might actually be 
made up of two groups after all: 
those who see things in terms of 
numbers and those that find solace 

and truth in words.
So, what group do you fall into?    

I hope our time together has helped 
you determine your unique talent, or 
lack thereof.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 

accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

Those who can easily recite great literature usually can’t remember phone numbers or birthdays
(Cintinued from Page 1)

Look for us on 
Facebook
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

WEEKLY GEOGRAPHY QUIZ
 GEOQUIZ: The island city/state Singapore lies off the southern end of 

which country?
Answer:   Malaysia. The one-time British colony has a land area of 

roughly 265 square miles and a population of about 5.8 million. It’s one of 
the world’s most prosperous countries.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

A study found that marrying an older man reduces a 
woman’s lifespan, but marrying a younger man reduces it 

even more.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Stand on a podium, 
open the windows or drive with the top down in the 
week to come. You will relish attention and are willing 
to try something new. Don’t act too quickly when a 
financial matter is on the table.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Think before you act. 
When you think black, someone else thinks white. 
Push aside the desire to act on your instincts as your 
judgment might be off-base early in the week. Focus 
on sensitivity and loving relationships.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Speed up the assem-
bly line and increase productivity. You will be at the top 
of your game this week and can expand your workload 
with ease. Don’t hesitate to make a snap judgment as 
your instincts are finely tuned.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Put forth the extra 
effort to make a good impression. Showing more 
precision with your work will gain the notice and admi-
ration of superiors. Stay focused, as the people you 
meet this week could become lasting friends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): This is a week to play show 
and tell. Show someone how utterly attractive you are 
in social situations and tell someone all about your 
deeds of daring. You shine when you can show off 
examples of original thinking.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Your visionary logic 
might be a hit with friends. You may turn someone on 
to technological techniques that are of value. Amorous 
activities flourish under current celestial skies, but 
falter later in the week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Lick the bowl. When good 
things get cooked up by your loved ones you should enjoy 
them to the fullest. Your financial decision making might 
be out of kilter in the week ahead so avoid initiating new 
investments.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Rely on revelations. 
Learn about something that is new, different or contrary to 
usual routines in the week ahead to create better working 
conditions. Don’t be provoked by others as a dustup will 
blow over quickly.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Circle your 
wagons. The need for security may be a deciding factor 
when dealing with family issues in the week ahead. Make 
it your mission to remain free and autonomous whenever it 
is humanly possible.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Change your mind, 
and you will see that things can change for the better. 
Think outside the box and focus on fascinating facts. You 
are at your best with one-on-one discussions during the 
first half of the week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You may be looking for 
a definitive black or white answer when the truth lies in a 
gray area. Be cautious about making major decisions in 
the week ahead. A fresh insight could help you make more 
money.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Grab a towel as you may 
be showered with affection. A very significant someone 
may be especially affectionate and tender in the week 
ahead. If you meet someone new however, don’t step 
outside the bounds of propriety.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1492, a contract was signed by 
Christopher Columbus and a rep-
resentative of Spain’s King Ferdi-
nand and Queen Isabella, giving 
Columbus a commission to seek a 
westward ocean passage to Asia. 
In 1961, about 1,500 CIA-trained 
Cuban exiles launched the failed 
Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba.

April 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, Paul Revere began his 
famous ride, warning colonists that 
the British were preparing to attack. 
In 1906, a devastating earthquake 
struck San Francisco, triggering 
raging fires and killing about 700 
people.

April 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, the American Revolutionary 
War began with the “shot heard 
‘round the world” at Lexington, 
Mass. In 1995, a truck bomb devas-
tated the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City, killing 
168 people, including one rescuer.

April 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1971, the Supreme Court upheld 
the use of busing to achieve racial 
desegregation in public schools. 
In 2010, an explosion and fire on 
BP’s Deepwater Horizon oil-drilling 
rig in the Gulf of Mexico led to the 
worst oil spill in history; it polluted 
Louisiana’s coastal marshes and 
estuaries and those of four other 
Gulf states.

April 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1836, Texan troops led by Sam 
Houston defeated the Mexicans at 
San Jacinto, assuring the indepen-
dence of the Republic of Texas. In 
1918, Baron Manfred von Rich-
thofen, the German uber-ace known 
as the “Red Baron,” was shot down 
and killed during World War I.

April 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1864, Congress authorized use of 
the phrase “In God We Trust” on 
U.S. coins. In 1952, an atomic test 
conducted in Nevada became the 
first nuclear explosion shown live on 

network television.
April 23: ON THIS DATE in 

1950, Nationalist leader Chiang 
Kai-shek evacuated Hainan, leaving 
mainland China to Mao Zedong and 
the communists. In 1954, the U.S. 
Senate’s Army-McCarthy hearings 
began. In 1985, the Coca-Cola 
Co. announced it was changing 
the secret flavor formula for Coke. 
Negative public reaction later 
prompted the company to resume 
selling the original version as “Coke 
Classic,” while the so-called New 
Coke remained on the market 
for some time until it was quietly 
discontinued.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1962, 
Walter Cronkite took over as anchor 
of “The CBS Evening News” from 
velvet-voiced Douglas Edwards.

This week’s question: In an 
act later celebrated in song, U.S. 
Marines attacked what foreign terri-
tory in 1805?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: CEASE  PAVED  TAVERN  TRENDY
Answer: Everyone doing the tango at the club was in -- “ATTEND-DANCE”



Page 18  THE BULLETIN  April 18, 2017   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Sleep lab study
6 Dal’ works, por ejemplo
10 Drug cop
14 Some storytellers
15 Midday
16 Chevy hatchback
17 New York City park that hosted 
two world’s fairs
20 Current fashion
21 Put on any old way

22 Permissible
23 Ordinal suffix
24 First-rate
25 Albania’s capital
26 Dry out, so to speak
28 Fall behind
29 Periodontist’s deg.
30 “How Deep Is Your Love” group
34 Wks. and wks.
35 Rice cultivation lands
37 Prefix with life or wife

38 Star in Scorpius
39 Voice legend Blanc
40 U-verse provider
41 “Not just a scooter, a way of life” 
brand
45 Kind of surprise kick
47 Popular berry
50 Trawler’s catch
51 Present moment
52 Farm implement
53 Coil in a garden
54 More exciting circumstances
57 Tan tone
58 Scale for rock hounds
59 Alaskan native
60 Filing tool
61 Petty fight
62 Se-orita’s parent

DOWN
1 Valet at Wayne Manor
2 Hand-washer of the Gospels
3 All for __: in vain
4 Celtic language
5 Volcanic cloud that can disrupt 
flights
6 1997-2006 U.N. leader
7 Disobedient way to go
8 Mummy’s resting place
9 Yakima-to-Spokane dir.
10 Low point
11 Guacamole ingredients
12 Goes back a scene or two
13 Bob of “Football Night in America”
18 Words before a kiss
19 Sacha Baron Cohen alter ego
24 Shown the office door
25 Stun gun brand
27 Bk. after Amos
28 Daughter of Darth
31 Bit of online courtship
32 Ibsen’s “Peer __”
33 Young newt
34 Inventory: Abbr.
35 Tapered beer glasses
36 Big name in jeans
37 One of Las Islas Baleares
39 Fish tail?
40 Yemen coastal city
42 Made a point
43 One with affectations
44 Carol opener
46 Acquire a winter coat?
47 Omega’s opposite
48 Move effortlessly
49 Cribside chorus
52 Pocket watch, to a hypnotist
53 Luau dance
55 Ambulance letters
56 Edinburgh bonnet
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
EEL  PIKE  TUNA  CARP  SOLE  TROUT  SHARK  SALMON
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Got some extra money these days? Tax refund season is tattoo parlors’ busiest time of the year
By Amanda St. Amand
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (TNS)

ST. LOUIS — Score — that 
fat tax refund just landed in your 
checking account. Time to finally 
have some fun, right?

Not according to all the money 
managers out there. Pay down 
your credit cards, they urge. 
Invest in your 
retirement, they 
advise. Build up 
an emergency 
fund, they warn. 
Get a tattoo 
— no, that is 
definitely not on 
the list.

But …
Artist Micah 

Richter will tell 
you that this is 
about his busiest 
season of the 
year. If he’s 
not drawing a 
design, it’s likely 
he’s putting it 
onto a person’s 
skin — permanently — at Integrity 
Tattoos in Belleville, Ill. Richter has 
been a tattoo artist for 20 years.

“It’s the same thing every year,” 
he said. “Most of the people say 
this is the only time they get a big 
chunk of random money. They call 

it free money.”
So how big of a splurge do 

customers want?
It depends. Richter said some 

people come in and spend their 
entire return; others come in for 
something small. But they do show 
up, and some of them are return-
ing customers.

“I see people 
on an annual 
basis,” he said.

Some of the 
customers at 
Integrity Tattoo 
tell Richter the 
same thing 
— they use all 
their Christmas 
money, then 
wait for their tax 
returns to get 
fresh ink.

“It’s a common 
thing. It hap-
pens all over the 
country.”

Ask Andrew 
Alvarez. The 22-

year-old Belleville man got his first 
tattoo last year when his tax refund 
check arrived. Inked onto his body: 
“We define ourselves by the best 
that is in us.” 

Across the river at Gateway 
Tattoo Studio in Arnold, Mo.,owner 

Elliott Groth is booked solid — for 
about three or four weeks. And 
yes, it’s income tax refund-related.

“It’s human nature if you get 
handed a lump sum of money 
you start spending it on the stuff 
you’ve been putting off, or wanting 

to get but you didn’t really have 
the money,” he said. “Disposable 
income is a wonderful thing for our 
business.”

For the five years Groth has 
worked as a tattoo artist, he said, 
income tax season has been a 

boon for business. New customers, 
repeat customers, people finish-
ing up elaborate tattoos — they all 
come in when the refund arrives.

Does the wait for an appoint-
ment deter anyone? Not really, he 
said.
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