
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

Shakespeare and Company, 
located at 37 rue de la Bucherie in 
Paris (France, not Texas), faces the 

River Seine 
and looks 
out on the 
majestic flying 
buttresses of 
Notre Dame 
cathedral.    
I’m betting 
you’ve seen 
it, even if 

you’ve never been to Paris.  Its 
unique façade has popped up in 
many a movie, including “Midnight 
in Paris,” “Julie and Julia,” and 
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Shakespeare would have been proud of this bookstore
“Before Sunset.”

The rooms are small and 
crammed full with volumes old and 
new, not only on the many shelves 
but in piles on the floor.  A steep 
staircase leads up to more little 
rooms full of reading treasures, and 
the steps themselves have even 
more books at their edges. Back 
when I was there, the old man who 
owned the place made change out 
of an old cigar box.  And there were 
several sleeping cats among the 
inventory.

That fine establishment offers an 
eclectic variety of good reads, but 
it’s particularly famous for its history.  
The present store is the reincarna-
tion of one that was opened in 1919 

on the left bank and was a favorite 
meeting place for a group of young 
writers and artists who gravitated to 
Paris when the smoke cleared from 
the horror of the First World War.

It’s always been a hub for any 
English-speaking folks living in that 
city; most of the books in its sprawl-
ing inventory are in English. People 
meet there to peruse the titles, to 
stand outside and chat, and just 
to stay in touch as strangers in a 
strange land.  

When I used to visit there,  30 
something years ago, they left 
messages for each other on a small 
chalkboard mounted on the outside 
wall beside the window.  “Need 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Coming to age in the 1970s had a 
lot of benefits, including listening to 
some excellent rock ‘n’ roll.

I was watching news reports of 
Woodstock in the summer of 1969 
because I was 13 at the time and 
had no way to make my way over 
there. I ate up sports and music like 

it was candy. If 
I had devoted 
as much time to 
studying as I did 
to those things, 
I’d be a rocket 
scientist right 
now.

But so be it, I 
have to settle on 

being a writer. One singer who was  
and still is one of my favorites is 
Linda Ronstadt.

She was a sassy rocker with a 
great voice. She came off as the girl 
next door who had a lot of fun doing 
what she enjoyed, and she was very 
good at it.

I was listening to a bunch of her 
songs on YouTube the other day 
when I came across an interview 
she did during her book tour a few 
years ago. By that time, she had 
retired from performing and looked 
a lot different from the Linda belt-
ing out all those songs on the old 
videos.

But to be fair, we all change 
with time, except for Mick Jagger. 
Many years had passed since the 
release of Ronstadt’s first album in 
1967, when she was with the Stone 
Poneys group. The group is only 
known for its hit “Different Drum.” It 
was a big single with a good beat. 
Her voice is fantastic. Shortly after 
that, the Poneys went galloping their 

RAMBLINGS

THE WORDSMITH

By Sharon Toth
Publisher

“Smart growth” and experience to 
manage that growth was a common 
thread among several Angleton may-
oral, city council and school board 
candidates recently.

The Angleton Chamber of Com-
merce hosted the candidates at its  
April network luncheon, focusing on 
the Spring election, which is May 6.

First to speak was Jason Perez, 
who is running for mayor for the 
second time with the first being in 
2011, when he lost by seven votes.

“I am stronger and more deter-
mined ... my involvement ... shows 
I have the drive to move this city 
forward and the proven leader-
ship,” said the former Angleton city 
councilman, who served four terms 
beginning in 2004.

He wants to continue infrastruc-
ture improvements and have a 
business-friendly environment, and 
his motto is “Keeping our future in 
mind.”

Mr. Perez currently works at Phil-
lips 66 as an emergency response 
specialist, and his experience and 
involvement includes working 14 
years at Angleton EMS, having 
served as assistant administrator 
there, having been active with the 
Angleton Fire Department since 
1989, being named Angleton Citizen 
of the Year in 2007, having served 
as Chairman of the Board of the 
Angleton Chamber one term, and 
serving on the Brazoria County Fair 
Association board for nine of the 20 

Planning under way for BACH Barn Bash fundraiser

BACH Barn Bash Committee: (Pictured from L to R): Dan Swords, Commissioner Dude Payne, 
Commissioner David Linder, Al Wise, Rose Bainum, Jordana Harwell, Kelli Smith, Brooke Ryan, and 
(above) James Patterson. Committee members not pictured: Buck Blevins, Patrick Bulanek, Tracy 
Delesandri, Lora Duffey, Debbie Martinez, Charlotte Nugent, Deborah Payne, Mary Smith, Randy Smith, 
Lyn Stockman, Patty Swords, David Thacker, Susie Thacker, and Kathy Wise.  SEE STORY ON PAGE 5 
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

DID I SAY ‘GUN’? I MEANT TO SAY ‘GUM’? A man threw his 
stolen pistol into the bushes as the cops showed up to investigate a 
“disturbance” at a nightclub in Columbia, S.C. As he is on probation, he 
is not allowed to possess a firearm – stolen or otherwise. After things qui-
eted down, he returned to retrieve the weapon, and someone behind him 
asked what he was doing near the bushes. Without turning around, he 
said he was looking for his gun. He then turned around to see a sheriff’s 
deputy, and is now looking at 10 years in prison.

DON’T WAIT UP, HONEY: A man in the Russian Republic of Bash-
kortostan discovered that his wife of eight years is a lady of the night 
when he saw her on television being arrested in the raid of a brothel 
in the city of Ufa. Up until then, he had been unaware of her nighttime 
activities for which she charged 15,000 rubles.

WHAT COULD GO WRONG? A fisherman drove his four-wheeler 
out onto the lake near Portage Point in Escanaba, Mich., to see if the ice 
was thick enough to support him and his gear. It wasn’t. He survived. The 
four-wheeler is still under water.

IT’S FINALLY OVER, GERALD: A concerned cab driver asked 
police to check the welfare of an elderly woman he had dropped off in 
Forest Grove, Ore. She explained to the officers that she was fine, and 
that she had come to town to divorce her estranged husband.

YOU WILL SOON HAVE AN OUT-OF-MONEY EXPERIENCE: 
The chief fortune cookie writer at Wonton Foods has resigned due to 
“writer’s block.”

THIS IS SOOOO HUMILIATING! A thief robbed a passenger on a 
bus in the Villa Hermosa neighborhood of Bogota, Colombia, and tried to 
flee, but the driver slammed the door on his torso when he was only part-
way out of the vehicle, and drove him like that to the local police station.

THOSE AUSTRIANS ARE SO TOUCHY: A police officer told a 
football fan to take down a banner he had hung on the stadium in Pasch-
ing in Upper Austria. The fan said, “Let it go, dude,” and the cop arrested 
the guy for “speaking disrespectfully” to him. The court agreed, and fined 
him $100.

OH, AS LONG AS YOU HAD A GOOD REASON: A teenager 
was arrested for firing shots outside the fire station in Olympia, Wash. He 
explained to the officers that he did it to impress a girl.

OH, SURE, JUST MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME: A burglar 
broke into a home in Wichita Falls, Texas, and decided to relax and take 
a shower. The residents came home, and found him in their bedroom 
wearing the wife’s Betty Boop pajama bottoms.

OK, NOW JUST CALM DOWN, SIR: A man who was high on 
drugs was rushed to the hospital in Sidney, Ohio, but, once there, he ran 
out of the emergency room, stole the ambulance, crashed it into a pickup 
truck, then tried to carjack a woman’s vehicle before citizens grabbed 
him and held him for police.

The City of Brazoria, along with 
the Brazoria Heritage Foundation 
and the Brazoria Lions Club, will 
host the Spring Cleanup in Brazoria 

Brazoria and local groups plan spring cleanup May 6
on Saturday, May 6, from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Brazoria City Barn 
& Service Center, 301 East Texas 
Avenue.  

Brazoria residents should bring 
their water bill as proof of residency. 
Items accepted are newspapers, 
aluminum cans, cardboard, and 
plastic bottles. No Glass will 
be accepted and no hazardous 
materials/oil base point/drums of 
any kind.  For more information, 
please call (979) 798-2489 or (979) 
248-1150.

Harley-Davidson’s 
quarterly sales, 
profit decline

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (TNS)
MILWAUKEE — Harley-Davidson 

Inc. has reported sharp declines 
in revenue and profit for the first 
quarter of the year.

Harley said it had $186.4 million 
in net income, or $1.05 per share, 
for the period that ended March 26, 
down more than 25 percent from 
$250.5 million, or $1.36 a share, in 
the same period a year ago.

Revenue in the recent quarter 
was $1.5 billion, down from $1.75 
billion in the first quarter of 2016. 
Harley, which controls about half of 
the U.S. heavy-weight motorcycle 
market, said it shipped about 15 
percent fewer bikes to dealerships 
in the quarter as it culled remaining 
2016 inventory.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

MEASURING YOUR MOOD 
THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Q. Here’s one for all you Twit-

terers out there: On what day of 
the week and at what time of day 
are your words likely to be posi-
tive? When might they be more 
negative?

A. The answer rests with “big 
data” and “small science,” that can 
be done with pen and paper rather 
than fancy equipment and a big 
budget, say David G. Myers and 
C. Nathan Dewall in “Exploring 
Psychology.”  

Employing new technologies, 
such as smart-phone apps, body-
worn sensors and social media, 
researchers use “big data” natu-
ralistic observation to freely track 
people’s location, activities and 
opinions.  Imagine for a moment the 
data pouring in from the billions of 
people on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Google.  

“One research team studied the 
ups and downs of human moods 
by counting positive and negative 
words in 504 million Twitter mes-
sages from 84 countries.”  

Perhaps not surprisingly, they 
found that people seem happier on 
weekends, shortly after arising and 
in the evening, with positive posts 

highest late Saturday night. Posi-
tive posts were lowest on Tuesday 
afternoons. 

Interestingly, “another study 
found that the proportion of negative 
emotions (especially anger-related 
words) in 148 million tweets from 
1347 U.S. counties predicted the 
counties’ heart disease rates, and 
did so even better than other predic-
tors such as smoking and obesity.”

AND ONE DAY WE’LL BE 
BATTLING THE MACHINES 
Q. Picture the scene, as 

described by “Discover” maga-
zine: 18-time world champion 
Go player Lee Sedol was locked 
into fierce competition when 
his opponent made a move “so 
unorthodox, Sedol left the room 
to regain his composure.”  Can 
you identify this formidable 
opponent?

A. Go, an ancient Chinese board 
game, is “elegantly simple yet 
wickedly difficult to master because 
of the near-infinite number of legal 
moves on the board’s 19-by-19 
grid,” explains the magazine’s Carl 
Engelking.  It was 2016, and Sedol’s 
opponent was AlphaGo, a program 
from Google’s AI research company 
that paired a traditional Monte Carlo 
tree search with two kinds of neural 
networks.  Using these, AlphaGo 
analyzed “30 million moves made 

by human experts and then discov-
ered new strategies by playing itself 
thousands of times.”

The result?  AlphaGo executed 
Move 37, “a move a professional 
player would never make,” and went 
on to defeat Sedol 4-1 in the historic 
showdown in South Korea.
SHARKIE WON’T HAVE THIS 

FISH FOR DINNER 
Q. The research video shows a 

shark stalking and then attack-
ing an apparently defenseless 
hagfish.  The shark bites the 
middle of the eel-like creature’s 
body, completely flattening it, but 
immediately relents, spitting out 
its victim and scurrying away. 
The hagfish swims away seem-
ingly unfazed and unharmed.  
How can this be?

A. “Hagfish aren’t a typical fish 
-– they have cartilage instead of 
bones and a primitive skeletal rod… 
instead of a backbone,” writes 
Elizabeth Pennisi on the website 
sciencemag.org. When attacked, 
they exude copious amounts of 
slime so unappealing to predators 
like the shark that they promptly spit 
the hagfish out.

But how could the hagfish come 
through the ordeal unscathed?  
When marine biologist Douglas 
Fudge carefully reviewed the video, 
he discovered that the hagfish’s 
skin is only loosely connected 
to its muscles and organs. Lab 
experiments using a guillotine-like 
machine topped with a shark’s tooth 
further revealed that a hagfish’s skin 
just folds around the tooth, giving 
the internal organs ample room to 
move out of harm’s way. 

The loose skin gives the hagfish 
the ability to slip through narrow 
openings only half their body width 
and to tie themselves into knots 
around rotting carcasses to strip off 
the flesh, making up for their lack of 
traditional jaws.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?
• In 1920, a pound of bacon cost 

47 cents.
• Almost half of all college stu-

dents in the U.S. drop out and never 
graduate.

• In the U.S. it costs an average 
of $245,000 to raise a child, before 
college.
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We’re getting ready to give away 
Schlitterbahn tickets

The West Columbia Library would like to invite all teenagers, parents, and 
children to join us for a weekend full of Star Wars fun on May 4 at 4 p.m. and 
May 6 at 2 p.m. 

On Star Wars Day (May the Fourth be with You) participants will take 
stations aboard a Star Cruiser, operating Navigation, Communications, 
Weapons, Engines, and the Captain’s chairs in a video game.  

All participants will earn a free entry to win our Grand Prize and craft their 
own light saber.

Join us on Saturday,  May 6, at 2 p.m. for our “Revenge of the Sixth” Star 
Wars party, featuring a Star Wars Costume Contest, our Grand Prize draw-
ing, and showing one of the latest Star Wars films. 

Popcorn and movie snacks will be provided. Attendees and contestants 
will earn entries to win our Grand Prize and construct their own light saber; 
and must be present to win.

All events are free. The West Columbia Library is located at 518 E Brazos 
Street. For more information call (979) 345-3394.

A short time from now, in a library nearby…
WC branch plans Star Wars weekend
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Brazoria County Association for Citizens with Handicaps (BACH) will 
be celebrating its annual fundraising event, the Barn Bash on Saturday, 
May 20, from 5-9 p.m.

The festivities will take place in and around the Brazoria County 
Fairground Auditorium. All proceeds will benefit BACH and their work to 
provide special services to children with special needs living in Brazoria 
County, from birth to 20 years old.

James Patterson is serving as this year’s event chairman, and he has 
only one thing in mind, “Let’s make some serious money to help those 
kids!” 

Mr. Patterson wants to make sure the auctions are bigger and better 
than ever, “We need good auction items and lots of generous bidders.” 
He invites everyone to attend the event to enjoy a fun and exciting eve-
ning. Jarrod Smith will help as a second auctioneer.

Special guests will be two featured Houston Texans cheerleaders, 
available for photos and autograph signing.  

There will be free games and activities for children, including snow 
cones provided by Southern Cool, owned by Gary Kersh. Barbeque din-
ners will be available for $20 each from 5-7 p.m.

 Live and silent auctions featuring hundreds of items to choose from, 
at a variety of prices, will help make the event a big success. The 
Brazoria County Sheriff’s Office and the Brazoria County Peace Officers’ 
Association will be cooking barbeque and serving it with potato salad, 
beans and dessert.  

There are several ways to help - become an event sponsor, donate 
auction items, be a generous bidder at the event, volunteer, or buy 
dinner tickets for $20 each.

Every sponsorship level includes “thank you” perks. This year spon-
sors at the $1,000 level and above will have a reserved table for eight 
guests, and for $500 a sponsor will receive a half-table, seating four 
guests. 

All sponsors will be acknowledged in many ways because BACH 
wants the community to appreciate your support as much as they do.

For questions, please contact Patty Swords, pswords@bacheci.org or 
(979) 849-2447. Visit the website www.bacheci.org for more information, 
or to purchase tickets online.

BACH has been providing valuable services to children with special 
needs in our community as a 501c3 nonprofit for 43 years. Kids from 
birth to 20 years of age receive a range of therapy services, including 
physical therapy, occupational therapy, nutrition services, speech-lan-
guage pathology, and more.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

female flat mate, no funny business” 
was printed on it one time, with a 
phone number.  Another time it was 
“Jeremy, made too much lamb stew.  
Come at six. Lisa.”  Directly under 
it was “In desperate need of lamb 
stew.  Please advise. Greg.”

Whenever I send people in the 
direction of that magical shop – and 
I encourage anyone with Paris on 
their travel agenda to go there – I 
suggest they purchase a copy of 
Ernest Hemingway’s A Moveable 
Feast and get it stamped with the 
shop’s logo, a bust of Shakespeare 
inside a circle of words: “Shake-
speare & Company – Kilometer 
Zero, Paris”.  In that memoir of his 
time in Paris Hemingway devotes an 
entire chapter to that bookshop.  He 
was very young, very unpublished, 
and very poor, with a wife and son 
to feed, so he couldn’t afford books.  

And a writer without books is a 
miserable creature indeed. He went 
every day, reading standing up or 
sitting on the stairs, and the owner 
finally took pity on him and started 
loaning him volumes to take to 
sidewalk cafes or to his flat.

In the original shop, Hemingway 
spent time with F. Scott Fitzgerald 
and his wife, Zelda, poets T. S. Eliot 
and John Dos Passos, composer 
Cole Porter, painter Pablo Picasso, 
and other members of what 
Gerturde Stein famously dubbed 
the “Lost Generation.” All of them 
were, of course, destined to make 
enormous splashes in the world.

Maybe the biggest reason that 
I see Shakespeare and Company 
as the zenith of bookstores is the 
fact that it’s so far away that I can’t 
actually visit it often. In fact, the very 
real possibility exists that I never will 
again.  Absence, you might have 

heard, makes the heart grow fonder.
But I know the little store is 

still there, brimming with books 
crammed into shelves, stacked on 
the floor, and spilling down those 
steep stairs. That chalkboard might 
have been taken down, now that 
everybody texts and emails to keep 
in touch. But I hope it’s still there 
too, filled with interesting messages. 
I almost took chalk in hand, on my 
last visit, to write “Ernest, please 
send secret of your genius, Ron.”  
But it was a small board, and I didn’t 
want to take up space from some-
one in need of lamb stew.

If you want to read more about 
Shakespeare and Company and 
the Lost Generation, I recommend, 
in addition to Hemingway’s “A 
Moveable Feast,” author Morley 
Callaghan’s memoir “That Summer 
in Paris” and “Time Was Soft There: 
A Paris Sojurn at Shakespeare & 
Co” by Jeremy Mercer.

And, of course, if you’re fortunate 
enough to actually visit Paris, you 
should go to the store, browse 
through the stacks of books, look 
out at the river, and let me know if 
the little chalkboard is still in place.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

The bookstore of all bookstores is more than a bookstore
(Continued from Page 1)

One of the rooms at Shakespeare 
and Co.
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PetSmart buys Chewy.com for $3B+ 
Miami Herald (TNS)

MIAMI — E-commerce is going to 
the dogs. Or vice versa.

PetSmart, the nation’s largest 
pet-supplies retailer, has agreed to 
acquire Chewy.com, the market’s 
No. 1 online retailer.

The combination of Phoenix-
based PetSmart, with 1,500 stores 
nationwide, and Chewy, based 
outside Miami, will enhance both 
companies’ reach, the companies 
said Tuesday. The acquisition, 
which is subject to customary 
regulatory approvals, is expected 
to close by the end of PetSmart’s 
second fiscal quarter.

Terms of the transaction were 
not disclosed. However, tech media 
site Recode reported that the deal 
in place is valued at $3.35 billion, 
according to its sources. That would 
make the sale of Chewy the biggest 
e-commerce acquisition in history, 

even larger than Wal-Mart’s $3.3 
billion deal for jet.com last year.

“We are focused on improving our 
customers’ experience in-store and 
online as we continue to execute 
against our long-term strategic 
initiatives. Chewy’s high-touch 
customer e-commerce service 
model and culture centered around 
a love of pets is the ideal comple-
ment to PetSmart’s store footprint 
and diverse offerings,” said Michael 
Massey, PetSmart president and 
chief executive officer.

Chewy, which had been rumored 
to be a candidate for going public, 
has seen explosive growth since it 
was founded by Ryan Cohen and 
Michael “Blake” Day in 2011. The 
privately held company registered 
$26 million in sales during its first 
full year in business and logged 
more than $900 million in sales in 
2016, the company said.
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years he has been active at BCFA.
He is interested in pursuing  

videotaping council meetings to 
allow public access and an “Ask the 
Mayor” program to open dialogue 
with citizens on issues. 

 Hardwick Bieri, who is currently 
serving his third year on city council, 
is also a candidate for mayor. 

He has been employed as an 
engineer team leader and spent 37 
years in Angleton’s fire department 
as a voluntary fire fighter, working 
his way up to assistant chief.

“I still believe in working for the 
citizens and trying to listen to their 
concerns,” he said.

He wants to continue “smart 
growth.”  He said Angleton is ready 
with a new city manager, Scott 
Albert, “who has hit the ground 
running.” City Council also has 
lowered property taxes while he’s 
been on board/ and some of the 
new businesses that have come into 
town during that time include a new 
emergency room, a Kubota dealer-
ship, fast food restaurants and two 
industrial complexes. A development 
with 97 new townhomes is coming, 
and negotiations for 400 homes are 
ongoing.  Keep Angleton Beautiful 
recently received the Governor’s 
Award. All of this “couldn’t happen 
without teamwork,” he stated.

Mr. Bieri closed saying he 
wouldn’t make a lot of promises, 
“but I will promise to work hard to 
earn your trust.”

There are also two candidates for 
Angleton City Council. 

Willliams Tigner, an Angleton 
attorney currently serving on Coun-
cil by appointment, said his three 
goals are to take care of the current 
population; to improve the current 
population’s quality of llife; and 
healthy and “smart growth.”

HDR engineering firm of Houston 
recently did a study of Angleton’s 
streets, and a task force of citizens 
was appointed to look into improve-
ments. The city is developing a new 
park off of CR 44 that will include 
walking trails, kayaking, and barbe-
cue pits for grilling, he added.

Martin Stulberg is the second 
candidate for the council seat, and 
has 30 years experience managing 
businesses and projects, having 
worked in the oil and gas industry 
most of his professional career, 

much of it in Canada. He has nego-
tiated contracts around the world. 
“There is an advantage to learning 
international business as well as 
local,” he noted.”I know how to 
manage a budget and get the most 
bang for the buck.”

Mr. Stulberg thinks the city 
should be run like a business. “With 
changes, I hope to bring some inno-
vative ideas to the community.”

School board also has two candi-
dates for one seat, Position 3.

Jaime Moreno showed his 
sense of humor, saying he had 
two dreams, one being to marry a 
beautiful, rich woman, and the other 
to give back to the community.

A Social Studies teacher with 
AISD, he cited several teachers 
by name who had counseled and 
helped him to reach his potential. 
Mr. Moreno said he feared he 
wouldn’t graduate from Angleton 
High School, but his teachers 
pushed him and influenced him so 
in 1998 he could. He said he can 
take policy and figure out how to 
use it in the classroom. He doesn’t 
want to be the voice for just school 
administrators, he noted, but for the 
office assistants, the cafeteria work-
ers and the custodians as well.

Tommy Gaines is seeking re-
election for the school board, and 
he said he has experience, passion 
and commitment. Having worked for 
Dow, and then being on the school 
board for two years, “my experi-
ences have allowed me to learn and 
how to lead, and ... to analyze prob-
lems and offer solutions,” he said.

AISD has a lot of budget changes 
and a high percentage of at-risk 
students, he added, saying he has 
been an advocate of out-of-the-box 
methods, and he suggested the 
district be progressive in working 
with groups such as Boys and Girls 
Clubs.

 “When you see the results, it 
just blows you away. “If learning 
doesn’t happen in the classroom, all 
the bricks and mortar don’t matter,” 
said Mr. Gaines. The success of our 
county lies in its schools, he noted.

Early voting in person is under 
way and continues through May 2. 
Voting is at the East Annex, 1524 E. 
Mulberry. 

There are Youtube interviews 
with the candidates posted on the 
chamber’s Facebook page. 

Angleton city council and school 
(Continued from Page 1)
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‘Marketplace,’ the most popular business program, looks to expand beyond public radio market
By Meg James
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — Weekday 
afternoons, millions of Americans 
— many stuck in rush-hour traffic 
— learn the business news of the 
day from Kai Ryssdal, a former 
Navy pilot and host of the public 
radio show “Marketplace.”

It is the most popular business 
program on radio or TV in the U.S., 
with an average of 14.6 million lis-
teners a week. In the last year, the 
28-year-old program has seen its 
audience grow 16 percent — ben-
efiting from Americans’ increased 
appetite for news.

Hoping to capitalize on its suc-
cess, “Marketplace” has launched 
an ambitious plan to remain a vital 
source for economic information as 
consumers’ listening habits change, 
putting a strain on the traditional 
broadcast model.

“We cannot rest on the idea that 
listeners are always going to come 
to us,” Deborah Clark, senior vice 
president and general manager of 
“Marketplace’s” portfolio of pro-
grams, said in a recent interview. 

Consumers have more choices, 
including in their cars. New vehicles 
are equipped with screens and tech-
nology that enable drivers to use 
voice-activated Internet-connected 
devices — opening the floodgates 
of content available to commuters 
who spend hours in their cars and 
raising the level of competition .

At the same time, consumers 
are adding to their homes smart 
speakers, such as Amazon’s Echo, 
that connect with Internet radio. 
Tech-savvy and younger audiences 
are more in tune with podcasts and 
personalized music playlists than 
old-school radio.

 “Marketplace” doesn’t directly 

receive any federal money. But if 
Congress cuts funding for public 
radio, local stations would face deep 
cuts, and some might have to scale 
back on programming.

Cognizant of these challenges, 
“Marketplace” is expanding its staff, 

producing more audio podcasts 
and figuring out other ways to 
reach listeners and generate more 
revenue. The plan is to turn a show 
about business into a self-sustaining 
business that can prosper in the era 
of digital media.

“I want us to grow,” said Ryssdal, 
the popular host of the flagship 
afternoon program. “We need to 
be a go-to source about things that 
are happening in this economy. We 
need to grow to a point where our 
reputation matches our ambitions.”
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Brazoria County Parks Department staff passed one recent morn-
ing learning how to identify, analyze, and report sea turtle tracks on our 
beaches.  

Thanks to our friends from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for their 
expert presentation, and to Quintana Beach County Park for hosting the 
session in the beautiful new Discovery Event Center.  

Once plentiful on our beaches, sea turtles now are an endangered 
species known to nest and lay their eggs on our beaches.  

Learning to spot their tracks (which appear very similar to four-wheel 
ATV tracks) is invaluable in locating their nests and finding the animals 
when injured.  

Sea turtle nests, when located, are cataloged and removed from 
our busy beaches to a remote area of the National Seashore on Padre 
Island.  

At Padre, naturalists watch over the eggs until they hatch, and the 
young are released into the Gulf.  

Learning about sea turtle tracks Park project update
Camp Mohawk Pool drained

With the end of school just around the corner, rangers at Camp Mohawk 
County Park are busy getting the swimming pool ready for the summer 
crowds.  Each year, the pool must be drained, inspected, repaired, and 
re-coated with special paint.  The process usually takes a few weeks and 
is performed by park staff to help ensure a cost-effective and safe return to 
service. 

Quintana Parking Lot expanded
Quintana Beach County Park will soon have a new parking lot, thanks 

to the efforts of Pct. 1’s Road and Bridge crews.  The addition of the new 
Discovery Event Center necessitated the additional parking; between normal 
use by beach-goers, campers, and cabin and pavilion rentals, the regular 
parking areas already are taxed to their limits during the summer months.  

SFA-M parking lot striped
A parking lot without striping is … asphalt.  Thanks to Pct. 4, the new park-

ing lot at Stephen F. Austin-Munson Park (the statue) has an expertly striped 
parking lot.  With the addition of paved parking last month – thanks to the 
effort of Pct. 1’s Road and Bridge crew – the park’s visitation has more than 
doubled. The new striping makes the lot more useful and safer for visitors.  
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Schedule of events
Thursday, May 18-21: Seventh Annual Fishing Tournament at San 

Luis Pass County Park. Starts at noon on Thursday and runs through 9 
a.m. on Sunday. Registered campers only. Call  (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, June 17, 9 a.m. – noon: Summer Paddling Event. 
Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on one 
of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or borrow one of 
ours. Great for families and first-time paddlers. Location TBA. For informa-
tion or reservations, call (979) 864-1541.

Saturdays, (TBA) June – August, 10, 11:30 a.m.: Search-
ing for Sea Life at Quintana Beach County Park. Help park rangers drag 
the seine (net) through the surf and discover sea life native to the Gulf of 
Mexico.  Open to the public.  Program dates subject to weather and surf 
conditions.  For information, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Monday-Thursday, June 12-15, 9 a.m. - noon: Nature Camp at 
Camp Mohawk County Park. Outdoor nature-related programming with the 
Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; limited 
space available.  Pre-registration required. For information or to register, 
call (979) 864-1541.

Monday-Thursday, June 19-22, 9 a.m. - noon: Nature Camp 
at Quintana Beach County Park.  Outdoor nature-related programming 
with the Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; 
limited space available.  Pre-registration required.  For information or to 
register, call (979) 864-1541 ext. 7 or email mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, 8 July, 9 a.m. – noon; Kids Fishing Tournament at 
Quintana Beach County Park.  Spend the morning learning the safe 
and fun way to fish and then head to the water for your own fishing 
tournament.  Prizes awarded for biggest fish and other categories.  For 
information or reservations, call Mike  at (979) 864-1541 ext. 7 or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, July 15, 9 a.m. – noon: Summer Paddling Event. Come 
join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or borrow one of ours. 
Great for families and first time paddlers. Location TBA. For information or 
reservations, call (979) 864-1541.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

New nature camp planned at Quintana Beach County park
Brazoria County Parks and the 

Cradle of Texas Chapter of Texas 
Master Naturalists are excited to 
announce a new nature camp this 
summer to be held at Quintana 
Beach County Park.  

Quintana Beach County Parks is 
located on the beach right next to 
the Freeport Ship Channel and the 
Gulf of Mexico.

Since the nature camp at Camp 
Mohawk has been such a success 
in the past, the parks department 
decided to expand the program 
and provide a second camp in the 
southern half of the county.

Quintana Nature Camp is 9 
a.m. - noon from June 19 through 
22. This half-day camp takes full 
advantage of cooler summer morn-
ings - before temperatures make 
outdoor activities uncomfortable. 

At a cost of only $30 per child, 
Quintana Nature Camp is an afford-
able option for almost every family. 

All programming is centered on 
nature studies and environmental 
stewardship and involves both infor-
mation and hands-on activity. 

The Quintana Nature Camp will 
centered on the study and under-
standing of the aquatic environ-

ment. Children will learn about 
fish, turtles and marine mammals 
while having fun and exploring the 
animals’ habitat.

The Quintana Nature Camp 
promises to be both fun and 
informative.  Since space is limited 
to only 30 participants, and we do 
anticipate it filling quickly, pre-regis-
tration is required. 

For information, or to register, 
call (979) 864-1541 ext. 7 or e-mail 
mikem@brazoria-county.com. 

Registration closes on June 1.

Register for Camp Mohawk nature camp
Nature Camp is a fun and 

educational day camp for children 
ages 7-12, hosted by the Brazoria 
County Parks Department with lots 
of help from the Cradle of Texas 
Master Naturalists. 

The camp will take place at 
Camp Mohawk County Park, 
nestled among the pine trees along 
Chocolate Bayou near Alvin. 

Hands-on activities are con-
ducted by the Master Naturalists, 
who are expert at bringing together 
fun and informative sessions to 
entertain and educate inquisitive 
youngsters. 

Nature Camp is 9 a.m. - noon 
from June 12 through 15. This 
half-day camp takes full advantage 
of cooler summer mornings - before 
temperatures make outdoor activi-
ties uncomfortable. 

At a cost of only $30 per child, 
Nature Camp is an affordable 
option for almost every family. 

All programming is centered on 
nature studies and environmental 
stewardship and involves both infor-
mation and hands-on activity. 

Children will learn about birds, 
habitat, and fly-ways; they will 
experience the diversity of insect 

life and the wonder of aquatic 
habitats by actually capturing and 
examining the tiny creatures shar-
ing their world. Reptiles are a spe-
cial and very popular subject, as is 
a hike along the park’s trail system, 
where guides introduce campers to 
various local species of trees and 
vegetation. 

While not a truly ‘nature’ sub-
ject, basic archery instruction is 
provided as both a fun activity and 
an introduction to the mental and 
physical discipline essential to 
many pursuits. 

Nature Camp is both fun and 
informative. Space is limited to only 
30 participants - pre-registration is 
required. 

For information, or to register, 
call (979) 864-1541, or e-mail 
mikem@brazoria-county.com. 

Registration closes on June 1.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

You can find God through Christ
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I thought I could find God by studying the major religions, 
but I’ve only ended up confused. You’ll probably tell me to look at 
Christianity, but I’ve never tried because there are so many different 
churches. Maybe God can’t be found. Can you help? - N.S.

A: Let me assure you not only that God can be found, but He very much 
wants to be found! When the Apostle Paul spoke to the philosophers in 
Athens, he pointed out how God had blessed the human race, and then 
added, “God did this so that they would seek him” (Acts 17:27).

I can understand why you might be confused by all the different 
churches and groups within Christendom. But don’t let that stop you 
from investigating the claims of Jesus. This is why I invite you to read the 
story of Jesus for yourself, as it’s found in the first four books of the New 
Testament. Tell God honestly that you don’t even know if He exists or if 
He cares about you, but if He does, you want Him to prove it as you read 
about Jesus.

Why is Jesus so important? He wasn’t just another religious teacher 
or philosopher; He claimed to be nothing less than God in human flesh. 
Furthermore, He claimed that by His death our sins (which separate us 
from God) could be forgiven and cleansed, and because of His resurrec-
tion, death’s power over us could be destroyed.

God has put within you a deep desire to know Him. My prayer is that 
you will respond by turning to Christ and opening your life to His trans-
forming power. When you do, you’ll discover that Jesus’ words are true: “I 
am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6).

separate ways, and Ronstadt went 
solo.

I started looking for her book on 
eBay. Some copies were selling for 
around $12. One autographed copy 
was selling for $169. I wasn’t going 
to buy that one. Then I found, way 
down the list, a used copy for $3.95, 
including shipping.

What a deal.Maybe the seller 
missed all those hits, like “ You’re 
No Good,” and “Back in the U.S.A.” 
I put in my order.

A few days later the book arrived, 
and I dove right into it, hoping to find 
out what went into this incredible 
career, the family ties, the persever-
ance, the downfalls, the drama, the 
blood, sweat and tears. 

That’s how thes type of books are 
written, right? To let us know more 
about the individual than what is 
released by some publicity agent.

I’m no Ron Rozelle (read his 
column also because it’s always 
good) when it comes to evaluat-
ing books and creating descriptive 
prose, but I have been in the writing 
business for a while and can tell 
what works and what doesn’t.

The first few pages are about 
growing up in Arizona, and then 
young Linda goes to seek out her 
career as a singer. That’s when 
the book turns into a list of who’s 
who and a long rundown of inside 
business anecdotes that are prob-
ably interesting to those inside the 
business.

The Ronstadt family disappeared, 
and I continued reading tons of 
names of people, many of whom I 
don’t know and could not keep track 
of, except for California Gov. Jerry 
Brown, Linda’s boyfriend for a while. 
He kind of stood out from the pack.

Ronstadt barely recounts her 
mother’s death and ties it to her 
business. She passingly mentions 
that she has two sons, but we don’t 
know from where or how or with 
whom. This was not the story I 
expected, but so be it. It only cost 
$3.95, including shipping.

That happy, energetic woman 
image started shattering. Linda 
was all into the singing business, 
and everything else was a distant 
second, or at least, that’s how it 
appears in the book.

The image of a gray, lonely, 
empty private life started taking 
shape in my head. 

“Linda Ronstadt has written a 
book that is as rich and full-bodied 
as her voice,” states the promo on 
the back sleeve, right above the 
$26.00 original price tag.

Well, her voice is that, for sure. 
But her book was disappointing. 
She said in the interviews that it is 
not a kiss-and-tell book, but it still 
could have opened a window into 
the mind of a superstar to allow us 
to see how she climbed to the top of 
this very competitive business.

I finished the book feeling some-
what sorry for her. Maybe it was just 
bad writing and editing. Or maybe, 
that’s all there was. Behind all those 
awards and glamor, perhaps there 
was a lonely person asking, “when 
will I be loved?”

My image of Linda Ronstadt changed after reading her book
(Continued from Page 1)
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Fraternal order member
4 Deposit
9 Candy shape
13 Pressure for payment
14 He became New York Phil-
harmonic music director 30 years 
before Leonard
15 Part of ABC: Abbr.
16 Tension-easing activity
18 Butcher’s cut

19 Coffee cart item
20 Turf controllers
21 Durbeyfield daughter
22 It supposedly keeps the monster 
inside the closet
26 Tiebreakers, briefly
28 Turkish money
29 Host
31 Holistic healers’ observations
32 Day __
35 Winery wood

36 Emphatic type ... or what the 
beginnings of the longest entries are?
38 Colorful carp
39 Turndowns
40 What Lot’s wife looked back at
41 Pastoral poem
43 Stat for a reliever
44 Nancy Drew’s beau
45 Jam site
50 Everymutt
53 WWII attacker
54 New Hampshire prep school town
56 Fanny
57 Baby blanket, perhaps
60 Subtle “Over here!”
61 Trojan hero
62 Japanese drama
63 Hardens
64 2012 title judge played by Karl 
Urban
65 Prefix with caching

DOWN
1 Decree
2 Riches
3 Kilt companions
4 Groom with a bill
5 Jaguar creator
6 Big laugh
7 Wrath
8 Postal motto word
9 French town closest to England
10 Honor __ thieves
11 Pastoral sound
12 Surrealist Max
14 Branch
17 Keep moist, in a way
20 Enclose, as a porch
23 Sugary stuff
24 Distiller Walker
25 Snare
27 Topping for fancy chocolate
29 Long stretch
30 “Little Red Book” author
31 Mayflower Compact signer
32 High jumps
33 Campaign pro
34 Catch a bug
37 Sweetheart
42 Clear, as a windshield
43 They may be false
45 Pats on the back, maybe
46 Really big
47 Brown
48 Cried in the cornfield
49 Work on in a bakery
51 Crusoe creator
52 Garden products brand
55 OBs and ENTs
57 Down
58 What’s-__-name
59 United
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
APE PIG COW RAT BAT GOAT BEAR HARE SEAL MOLE MOUSE WHALE
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

WEEKLY GEOGRAPHY QUIZ
 GEOQUIZ:  What is the state nickname for Nebraska?
Answer:   The Cornhusker State. The state Legislature changed the 

nickname from the Tree Planter’s State in 1945 in recognition of the name 
for the University of Nebraska football team. 

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Dogs in Australia will lick toads to get high.
• Implanting a magnet in your finger will actually give you a bit of a “super-

power” - The ability to sense magnetic fields.
• Actor Nicholas Cage claims he once woke up in the middle of the night to 

find a naked man eating a Fudgesicle in front of his bed.
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Did you know?

ARIES (Mar 21- Apr. 19): Grab the bull by the 
horns. Your strong leadership abilities and quick-think-
ing can help turn difficult situations into something 
resoundingly positive this week. Your charisma and 
confidence will attract others to join your cause.

TAURUS (Apr. 20- May 20): If you rest, you could 
rust. Flex those muscles by keeping busy and active, 
or you may find yourself with little energy to face the 
week ahead. Accept invitations to get out and about as 
lounging about the house will do you little good.

GEMINI (May 21- June 20): Avoid pouring it on 
too thick. Being overly complimentary or polite could 
backfire as recipients may doubt your sincerity. No one 
will question your intentions if you demonstrate them 
through actions rather than words.

CANCER (June 21- July 22): Choose the path of 
least resistance. There’s nothing to be gained by doing 
things the hard way so don’t hesitate to take short-cuts 
to get the job done. The simplest solutions are the 
ones that work best in the week to come.

LEO (July 23- Aug. 22): Take everything in modera-
tion. It may be a case of doing too much or not enough. 
The happy medium will make things work as this week 
unfolds. Don’t press the issue with relationship matters 
as you may meet resistance.

VIRGO (Aug. 23- Sept. 22): Rise to the challenge. 
It may take a bit of extra effort to overcome an obstacle 
this week, but the satisfaction you get from completing 
a task will make it all well worth it. Don’t back down if 
someone questions your integrity or principles.

LIBRA (Sept. 23- Oct. 22.): If you snooze, you lose. A 
wait and see approach will get you nowhere, the only way 
that you’ll make any progress this week is if you get out 
there and make things happen. Follow your instincts to 
make important decisions.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23- Nov. 21): Play your pipes and 
others will follow. Those around you will be more than 
willing to let you take the lead, no matter where you choose 
to take them. As you make progress this week, an old 
problem from the past may briefly resurface.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- Dec. 21): Read between the 
lines. It may be difficult to understand a loved one’s inten-
tions unless you delve beneath the front that they’re putting 
up. Be patient and talk things out without being overly 
pushy in the week ahead.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 19): Get out and meet 
people. Strike up conversations with new acquaintances 
to pave the way for future friendships in the week to come. 
Listening to how a loved one talks with others may shed 
some insight into their character.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): You don’t have to give 
until it hurts. Efforts to please a loved one may have you 
stretching your budget rather thin, so keep things from get-
ting out of hand this week. Remember that the best things 
in life are free.

PISCES (Feb. 19- Mar. 20): If you want to get anything 
done, do it yourself. Your agenda only matters to you so 
don’t rely on others to share your enthusiasm as the week 
unfolds. Matters involving family and close friends provide 
a welcome distraction.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1898, Spain declared war on the 
United States after rejecting Amer-
ica’s ultimatum to withdraw from 
Cuba. In 1980, the United States 
launched an abortive attempt to 
free American hostages in Iran, a 
mission in which eight U.S. service-
men died.

April 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1859, ground was broken for the 
Suez Canal. In 1945 during World 
War II, U.S. and Soviet forces 
linked up on the Elbe River.

April 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1607, an expedition of colonists 
went ashore in Virginia to establish 
the first permanent English settle-

ment in the Western Hemisphere. 
In 1986, the world’s worst nuclear 
accident occurred at the Chernobyl 
power plant in the Ukraine.

April 27: ON THIS DATE 
in 1838, fire destroyed half of 
Charleston, S.C. In 1937, the 
nation’s first Social Security checks 
were distributed.

April 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1789, there was a mutiny on the 
H.M.S. Bounty as the crew of the 
British ship set Capt. William Bligh 
and 18 loyal officers and sailors 
adrift in the South Pacific. In 1967, 
Gen. William C. Westmoreland told 
Congress the United States would 
“prevail in Vietnam.”

April 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1429, the siege of Orleans was 
lifted by a French army led by teen-
aged heroine Joan of Arc. In 1945, 
American soldiers liberated the 
Dachau concentration camp during 
World War II. The same day, Nazi 
dictator Adolf Hitler married Eva 
Braun and designated Adm. Karl 
Doenitz as his successor.

April 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1789, George Washington took 
office as the first president of the 
United States. In 1945, as Rus-
sian troops approached his Berlin 
bunker, Hitler committed suicide 
along with Eva Braun.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1805, 
in an act later celebrated in song, 
U.S. Marines attacked “the shores 
of Tripoli,” capturing the city of 
Derna.

This week’s question: In 
1961, Harper Lee won the Pulitzer 
Prize for fiction for what novel?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

• Nicotine addiction is harder to 
take control of than an addiction to 
heroin.

• Cows give more milk when 
listening to music.

• Every Chili’s restaurant has one 

picture hanging upside-down inside, 
and it’s a challenge for the custom-
ers to find it.

• Despite being a horror series, 
no one ever dies in a Goosebumps 
book.
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Lake Jackson Ear, Nose and 
Throat, office of Dr. Stephanie J. 
Herrera, will be offering free Head 
and Neck cancer screenings in 
observance of the 20th  annual 
Oral, Head, and Neck Cancer 
Awareness Week (OHANCAW) 
on Thursday, April 27 between 1:
30-3:30 p.m.  

Screening will take place on a 
first-come, first-serve basis at 215 
Oak Drive South, Suite F, in Lake 
Jackson.  

Oral, head, and neck cancers 
claim approximately 13,000 lives 
per year. However, there is hope; 
if diagnosed early, these cancers 
can be more easily treated without 
significant complications, and 
the chances of survival greatly 
increase.  

Who should get tested?
Every adult. Tobacco and 

alcohol users traditionally have 
been considered the populations 
at greatest risk for these cancers.  
However, oral cancer cases are on 
the rise in younger adults who do 
not smoke, and recent research 
indicates this development is 
due partly to the increase of the 
human papillomavirus (HPV) virus.   
HPV-related oral, head & neck 
cancers are more difficult to detect 
because these cancers usually 
occur on the back of the tongue or 

on the tonsils, providing even more 
reason to get screened.

What are the potential warning 
signs of oral, head & neck cancers?

The signs and symptoms of 
oral, head & neck cancer often go 
unnoticed.  However, there are a 
few visible signs associated with 
these cancers that require immedi-
ate attention, including:

•A sore in your mouth that doesn’t 
heal or that increases in size

•Persistent pain in your mouth
•Lumps or white or red patches 

inside your mouth
•Difficulty chewing or swallowing 

or moving your tongue
•Soreness in your throat or feeling 

that something is caught in your 
throat

•Changes in your voice
•A lump in your neck
If you have any of the above 

warning signs, do not wait for the 
free screenings. Seek medical 
attention immediately.

How can I get screened 
locally?

If you’ll be out-of-town on those 
dates, free screenings will be 
offered at more than 300 participat-
ing institutions worldwide as part 
of OHANCAW, which is scheduled 
for the week of April 2-9.  Visit http:
//www.headandneck.org/ for the 
full list of participating sites and for 
more information. OHANCAW is 
sponsored nationally by the Head 
and Neck Cancer Alliance.

Prostrate cancer screenings and men
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Men ages 55 to 69 should talk 
with their health care provider 
about prostate-specific antigen 
(PSA)-based screening for prostate 
cancer. That’s according to new 
recommendations from the U.S. 
Preventive Services Task Force.

Clinicians inform men ages 55 
to 69 years about the potential 
benefits and harms of prostate-
specific antigen (PSA)–based 
screening for prostate cancer. 
Many men will experience potential 
harms of screening, including 
false-positive results that require 
additional workup, overdiagnosis 
and overtreatment, and treatment 
complications.

The task force recommends 
against PSA-based screening for 
prostate cancer in these men age 
70 years and older.

“The recommendations don’t 
change for men over 70. If men 
over 70 are asymptomatic with no 
family history, they don’t’ need to 
have PSA tests every year,” says 
Mayo Clinic urologist Dr. Matthew 
Tollefson. “Those men have very 
low risk of dying from prostate 
cancer. But for men who are from 
55 to 69, there can be a benefit 
seen with screening. This is where 
the task force is now giving nuance 
to the discussion and saying there 

isn’t a blanket statement for 
everyone.”

The PSA blood test is the most 
common method to screen for 
prostate cancer. Tollefson says 
there are benefits of PSA pros-
tate cancer screening, but it’s not 
risk-free.

“Screening men from ages 55 
to 69 is the benefit of catching a 
cancer earlier, when it’s easier 
to treat and potentially cure,” he 
says. “If men are screened, then, 
potentially, that tumor can be 
identified when it’s at a curable 
state. Then, they can undergo 
curative treatment and reduce 
their risk of dying of prostate 
cancer.

“The risk of being screened, 
in a lot of ways, comes with the 
risk of being treated. If a man is 
screened, and the test shows 
he is at risk of prostate cancer, 
frequently, the next step is to 
get a prostate biopsy. There is a 
small, but real risk of infection to 
arise after a biopsy. Then, with 
treatment — both with radia-
tion as well as surgery — the 
risk of incontinence and erectile 
dysfunction can be a real issue 
for some men.”

Prostate cancer is the third 
leading cause of cancer death in 
American men. 

Free head and neck cancer screenings offered by LJ doctor 

Most  common types of cancer
A disease in which abnormal cells 

divide uncontrollably and destroy 
body tissue.

Breast cancer
A cancer that forms in the cells of 

the breasts.
Prostate cancer
A cancer in a man’s prostate, 

a small walnut-sized gland that 
produces seminal fluid.

Basal cell cancer
A type of skin cancer that begins 

in the basal cells.

Melanoma
The most serious type of skin 

cancer.
Colon cancer
A cancer of the colon or rectum, 

located at the digestive tract’s lower 
end.

Lung cancer
A cancer that begins in the lungs 

and most often occurs in people 
who smoke.

Leukemia
A cancer of blood-forming tissues, 

hindering the body’s ability to fight 
infection.

Lymphoma
A cancer of the lymphatic system.


