
the dreaded trip to the DPS office to 
renew my license.   

I realize these tasks are usually 
just nuisances, not major problems.  
Nevertheless, I fret about them. It’s 
probably because they seem to take 
more time than necessary, and there 
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The View from My Seat

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

A friend recently posted that he 
threw his lower back out and could 
barely move for days. I feel your 
pain - been there, done that.

It feels like someone is sticking 
me in the back with an ice pick each 
time I try to move. Bending down 
is risky and getting back up is even 
riskier.

After a few 
days, the back 
starts behav-
ing itself, and 
activities like 
picking up dog 
poop in the 

backyard don’t have to be dia-
grammed beforehand. Then it’s back 
to normal life until the next episode.

The lower back is often taken 
for granted until something like this 
happens, much like the stomach. 
When either retaliates, it’s time to 
raise the white flag of surrender 
until whatever is causing it runs its 
course.

And I found out in my 30s, while 
umpiring a Little League game 
behind home plate, that this is not 
an old man’s problem. I called a 
strike (which was probably question-
able because I could hardly see 
through that mask) and my lower 
back was gone - just like that.

There was no warning. I kept 
kneeling behind the plate, Luckily, a 
big 10-year-old came up to bat next 
and helped me back to my feet.

Another time, I was picking up 
a sand-filled bucket where people 
put out their cigarettes, and just as 

Ramblings
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

A year of participation in campus 
activities and working toward 
educational goals has paid off for 
Brazosport College student Gwyneth 
Sidney.

Sidney was named the winner of 
Brazosport College’s second-annual 
Strive2Drive initiative campaign and 
was rewarded with a new Honda 
Civic during a presentation recently 
in front of the BC Student Pavilion.

Sidney was one of five final-
ists, and her name was randomly 
selected by Brazosport College 
President Dr. Millicent Valek. The 
other four finalists, who each 
received consolation prizes, were 
Toria Brown, Julianne Damico, 
Carlos Matias and Riley Ramsower.

Dr. Valek proclaimed Sidney 
the lucky winner after selecting a 
random key fob out of a bowl of five 
key fobs. The five students were 
standing beside a different Honda 
Civic vehicle of their choosing as Dr. 

Getting accustomed to Texas starts with tacos and salsa
By B.A. Belthoff
The Bulletin

It’s coming up on my three-year 
anniversary of moving to Texas. In 
that period of time, I’ve made a lot 
of mental comparisons between 
Texas, and the Northeast (where I 

grew up.) 
I love my new home and the 

beautiful surroundings where I live. 
Seeing cows grazing in pasture 
along the side of the road makes 

my heart happy. It’s not something I 
ever saw growing up. 

This column is going to be 
devoted to the way I see things and 
what I’ve encountered so far – the 
good and the bad; stick with me as I 

(Continued on Page 8)

Transplanted in Texas

Dreading some tasks is often worse than the task itself
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin 

Some routine tasks I just dread. 
And the past month has been a 

perfect storm of dread. 
First, the dentist. Then, the tax 

man. Next, the dermatologist.  
Finally, the automotive gauntlet of 
vehicle inspection, registration and 

invariably is an expensive surprise 
or two.  

Turns out I had little to worry 
about.

 The dentist didn’t take any teeth, 
Uncle Sam took no additional 
money, the dermatologist took only 
a little skin, and my van passed 
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IGNORE THE EMPTIES, OFFICER. JUST SMELL MY 
BREATH: A man, who was pulled over for speeding in Spartanburg, 
S.C., sprayed Axe body spray in his mouth to hide the fact that had been 
drinking. He was apparently hoping that the cops wouldn’t notice the 10 
empty beer bottles on the floor and the open bottle between his legs. 
Alas, they did notice.

THAT’S MY STORY, AND I’M STICKIN’ TO IT: Police 
searched a man they pulled over for failing to signal in Austintown, Ohio, 
and found a bag of cocaine in his left sock. He told them, “These aren’t 
my socks.”

WHAT’S THAT IN YOUR POCKET, SIR?: A man passed out 
drunk at the wheel of his car in the Wendy’s drive-thru in Cape Coral, 
Fla. Officers came, woke him up and told him to get out of his car. As 
he emerged from the vehicle, he reached back in and grabbed a can 
of beer and slipped it into his pocket while being questioned. He told 
the cops that he was on his way home from work, but it was 2:30 in the 
morning, and his shift ended at 10:30 p.m.

SORRY MA’AM, THAT’S NOT AGAINST THE LAW: A woman 
in Lacooche, Fla., called the police emergency number six times over 
a four-hour period to complain that “her boyfriend was not being nice to 
her.”

SO PROBLEM SOLVED: A youth baseball manager in New Jersey 
was accused of stealing more than $6,500 from the team, so, police say, 
he robbed a bank to pay back the money.

O.K, O.K, I’LL BE RIGHT OUT!: A man and a woman broke into 
a bar in Tempe, Ariz., and drank $89 worth of booze. They refused to 
come out when the cops showed up, so the officers sent in a police dog 
to change their minds.

THANKS FOR GETTING HERE SO FAST: A man, who stole a 
truck from a construction business in Salisbury, Australia, was tracked 
down because of the GPS device inside the vehicle, and was arrested 
when he got himself stuck on a narrow bridge in Adelaide.

AND YOU ARE GUILTY, TOO: A man, who wanted to get out 
of jury duty, shouted “he is guilty. He is guilty” outside a courtroom in 
Hawaii. It worked, because the judge made him spend the night in jail.

IS IT ME, OR IS IT HOT OUT HERE?: A man, who was being 
sought by police due to his erratic behavior, crashed his car on Highway 
217 in Beaverton, Ore., then jumped onto the hood of another car, where 
he began to take off his clothes. The cops took him to the hospital for an 
evaluation by mental health professionals.

Valek’s key fob activated Sidney’s 
winning vehicle.

“Congratulations to Gwyneth 
Sidney, the winner of the Strive to 
Drive competition,” said Brazosport 
College President Dr. Millicent 
Valek. “This innovative program 
reinforces behaviors that have 
shown to lead to success in college. 
I’m so grateful to our sponsors who 
support this initiative and to all the 
BC students who chose to partici-
pate.”

Sidney, who is from Bay City, 

plans to transfer to Sam Houston 
State University and expects to use 
the car for much-needed transporta-
tion to and from school.

“This is amazing,” Sidney said. 
“I never expected this. It’s just a 
blessing.”

Now in its second year, 
Strive2Drive is one of the biggest 
promotions ever offered by Bra-
zosport College. The Strive2Drive 
sponsors included Honda of Lake 
Jackson, The Dow Chemical Com-
pany – Texas Operations, Freeport 
LNG, BASF, MEGlobal and TDECU.

The Strive2Drive program was 
based on participation in campus 
activities and operated on a defined 
point system, with points assigned 
based on the length, importance 
and educational value of the activi-
ties.

Students accumulating the most 
points each month during the Fall 
2018 and Spring 2019 semesters 
earned prizes. Also earning one of 
the biggest prizes was BC student 
Daniel Martinez, who was awarded 
a $1,000 gift card for finishing as the 
year’s highest point-earner.

All Brazosport College full-time, 
part-time and dual-credit students 
enrolled in at least six credit hours 
per semester in Fall 2018 and 
Spring 2019 were eligible.

Brazosport College will begin a 
new Strive2Drive initiative campaign 
at the start of the Fall 2019 semes-
ter. For more information, go to 
www.brazosport.edu/strive2drive.

BC’s Gwyneth Sidney wins Strive2Drive Honda Civic
(Continued from Page 1)

The finalists and sponsors for Brazosport College’s inaugural Strive 2 
Drive initiative campaign were, counter clockwise, Rod Hall, Honda of 
Lake Jackson; Cindy Suggs, BASF; Trish Thompson, MEGlobal; car 
finalists Riley Ramsower and Toria Brown; car winner Gwyneth Sidney; 
car finalists Carlos Matias and Julianne Damico; Lucilla Henderson, 
TDECU; Wendy Mazurkiewicz, Freeport LNG; and Richard Wells, Dow 
Chemical Company.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com   (979) 849-5407    April 30, 2019   THE BULLETIN  Page 3

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

    NEGATIVE CORPUS
Q. What started the fire? Did it 

set itself? Did someone intention-
ally set it? And how does “negative 
corpus” fit into all of this?

A. These questions are in the 
purview of the Arson Research Proj-
ect (thearsonproject.org), founded 
in 2011 by former firefighter and 
arson investigator Paul Bieber, says 
Susan Orlean in “The Library Book.”

 The project’s mission is to exam-
ine what it believes are wrongful 
felony convictions in arson cases, 
especially ones in which someone 
was killed. “When it used scientific 
methods rather than the old dogma 
of arson, two thirds of the fires they 
studied turned out not to be arson.”

In 1992, the National Fire Protec-
tion Association issued a report 
debunking many myths about arson, 
taking “special exception to the 
legal principle known as ‘negative 
corpus.’” Applied to a fire, “nega-
tive corpus means that if accidental 
sources are eliminated, the fire is 
deemed arson, even when there 
is no affirmative proof that it was 
arson.” Of course, this ignores the 
possibility that the fire might have 
been caused by something natural 
not yet detected.

As the project’s website states, 

“Since 1991, approximately 40 
men and women across the United 
States have been exonerated from 
wrongful arson convictions.”
PASSING GAS CREATIVELY
Q. Comical farting has a long 

literary tradition employed by the 
likes of Athenian playwright Aristo-
phanes, Geoffrey Chaucer, William 
Shakespeare, and the creator of 
“One Thousand and One Nights.”  
But are you familiar with two famous 
historical farters, one English and 
the other French?

A. Roland the Farter was court 
minstrel to 12th-century English 
king Henry II, says Linda Rodriguez 
McRobbie on the “Atlas Obscura” 
website. “Every Christmas, during 
the court’s riotous pageant, he 
performed a dance that ended with 
‘one jump, one whistle, and one 
fart,’ executed simultaneously.” For 
his services, Roland was given a 
Suffolk manor house and land and 
was expected to repeat the feat 
every Christmas.

Fast forward to France in the late 
19th century, when Joseph Pujol, 
“the maniac farter,” took to the 
stage of the Moulin Rouge in Paris 
to perform. Dressed in a tuxedo, 
he tooted songs and impressions 
of “thunder” and “could smoke a 
cigarette with his bottom and blow 
out candles and even the gas jets in 

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

the footlights. Some women fainted 
… but audience members of both 
sexes roared with laughter.”
‘GOB’ OF MEANINGS

Q. Short single words can some-
times contain multiple unrelated 
meanings, such as “gob,” “rede,” 
“skelf,” “plenum” and “shingle.”  
Knowing these can add more than 
20 uses to your vocabulary. How 
many can you identify?

A. “Gob” has three definitions: 1. 
lump or a large amount of some-
thing, 2. mouth, and 3. sailor, says 
Anu Garg on his “A.Word.A.Day” 
website. From Old English — used 
before 450 - comes “rede” (read): 
1. advice, 2. a narration, 3. to 
advise, and 4. to explain. And “skelf” 
probably derives from Middle Low 
German “schelf” (flake, splinter) 
and can mean 1. a splinter, 2. a tiny 
amount of something, 3. a thin or 
slight person, and 4. an annoying 
person. “Plenum,” from Latin for 
“full,” can also be used four different 
ways: 1. an assembly where all 
members are present, 2. a space 
above the ceiling or below the 
floor for heated or cooled air, 3. a 
matter-filled space, as opposed to 
a vacuum, and 4. a space in which 
air or another gas exceeds the 
atmospheric pressure.

Finally, several meanings of 
“shingle” may be familiar to you: 1. 
a tile laid in overlapping rows on 
walls or roofs, 2. a small signboard 
indicating a professional office, 3. 
a woman’s close-cropped haircut 
tapering to the nape, 4. waterworn 
pebbles found on a beach, 5. a 
place where such pebbles are 
found, 6. to lay something out in an 
overlapping manner, 7. to cut hair 
in a shingle, and 8. to squeeze or 
hammer puddled iron to remove 
impurities.

Count them up: 23 meanings 
— all from five words!
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?
• A 2010 report found that boys 

born to Samoan parents were 56 
times more likely to get into the NFL 
than any other kids in America.

• Terry, the dog that played “Toto” 
in the Wizard of Oz, made $125 a 
week, more than any of the Munch-
kins working on the movie. But 
where did Terry burry the money?
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Alzheimer’s Caregiver Conference, Resource Fair set in Alvin
On June 7, BCAAP and St. John 

the Baptist Catholic Church will 
present an Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Conference and Resource Fair 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church, 110 E. 
South Street in Alvin. 

“Following our 5th Annual Brain 
Fair in Angleton, the Brazoria 

County Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Project (BCAAP) is on the road with 
an Alzheimer’s Caregiver Confer-
ence and Resource Fair in Alvin.

Education is the key to early 
detection of Alzheimer’s. That’s 
where our conferences come in,“ 
Dale Libby, BCAAP Coordinator and 
CEO of the Gathering Place said.

The event is free (lunch pro-
vided) and open to the public, but 
pre-registration is required. Call 
(979) 236-5393.

“We are very excited to be 
partnering with St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church to provide this 
educational event for our citizens,” 
Libby said.

The keynote speaker for the con-
ference will be Agenor Limon, PhD, 
Assistant Professor, Mitchell Center 
for Neurodegenerative Diseases, 
UTMB Galveston. 

Dr. Limon will present “The 
Neurobiology of Healthy Aging and 
Alzheimer’s Disease.” Also, Melissa 
Botting, representing the Houston 
and Southeast Texas Chapter of 
the Alzheimer’s Association, will 
present “Effective Communication 
Strategies.”

“In addition to these two out-
standing speakers, we will have 
20+ vendors and non-profits cover-
ing topics such as medications, 
funeral planning, assisted living, 

and home healthcare. Also, the 
Alvin Community College Nurs-
ing students will be providing free 
carotid artery screenings,“ Libby 
added.

“Caring for someone with 
Alzheimer’s creates demands and 
opportunities of an entirely different 
order of magnitude than anything 
else you have ever encountered 
- because Alzheimer’s is a disease 
like no other. We hope that by 

raising awareness of Alzheimer’s in 
Brazoria County with our confer-
ences, more people will take 
advantage of the services pro-
vided by the Gathering Place and 
BCAAP.” Libby concluded. 

Sponsors of the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project are 
the Brazoria County Health Depart-
ment and the Gathering Place.  
For more information, call (979) 
236-5393.

DID YOU KNOW?
• King Henry VIII had people 

called “Grooms of the Stool.”
Their jobs were to wipe his butt 

and, during his reign, four people 
held this position. 

All of them were knighted, a perk 
for being a butt wipe.
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Safety, team work main points at BCPC luncheon
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

How to keep the surrounding 
community and petrochemical com-
pany workers safe was the main 
topic of the recently held  Brazoria 
County Petrochemical Luncheon.

BCPC is a council that brings 
together the community and the 
industry, and ensures that there is 
a fine balance between chemical 
production and safety.

The theme this year was “Invest-
ing in People: How BCPC keeps the 
community, employees, and their 
facilities safe.” BCPC represents 20 
Southern Brazoria County compa-
nies.

Mike Albano, the BCPC chair-
person, also the North American 
Responsible Care Leader at Dow 
Chemical, kicked off the meet-

ing with some great statistics. He 
spoke about Brazoria County’s 
Petrochemical Council’s annual 
economic impact to Brazoria 
County for 2018. 

Albano said there are currently 
more than 10,000 direct full-time 
employees, more than 6,000 
contract workers, and more than 
$12 billion in economic impact, 
which includes employees’ and 
contractors’ payrolls, local purchas-
ing, state and local taxes, 2018 
capital expenditures and charitable 
contributions.

The key is to have all these work-
ers perform their tasks in the safest 
possible manner.

The keynote speaker was Brian 
Lawson, who is currently the 
Emergency Services & Security 
Operations Leader at Dow Chemi-

cal, and was the past chairman 
of Brazosport CAER. He said that 
there are about 500 industrial 
emergency responders in Brazoria 
County and that the injury rates are 
low compared to other job areas 
and functions. 

Lawson explained what happens 
to the petrochemical plants when 
a hurricane affects the area, and 
how everyone works together to 
safely shut down facilities. He also 
explained procedures employees 
follow when it freezes, when there 
is illness or wildlife disturbances. 
They think of the problem before 
it happens; that way they are pre-
pared all the time, he said. 

Bridget Wood-Turner, Site Direc-
tor at Olin, stated that everyone 
is trained on NEMS (National 
Emergency Management System), 

and that if anything were to happen, 
everyone knows their role. “We 
are stronger as a team by being 
consistent,” she stated.

There was also a rescue demon-
stration to show how fast a rescue 
team can react in an emergency. 
The team was able to get someone 
safely strapped into the stretcher 
and prepared for transportation 
within five minutes. 

It was a full house at the lun-
cheon. The safety theme was fitting 
and on-point, especially with the 
recent fires that have happened at 
other plants in Texas cities. 

Cindy Suggs of BASF was the 
Q&A facilitator. One of the ques-
tions was what exactly is CAER 
Code Red? When there is an emer-
gency in the area, the industries 
work with CAER to communicate 
to the community. They are able to 
send out push notifications, emails, 
and calls. If you are interested in 

more information about industrial 
operations in the area, you can call 
the CAER line. 

The Brazosport CAER line is 
(979) 238-CAER (2237), the West 
of the Brazos CAER line is (979) 
491-CAER (2237), and the Choco-
late Bayou CAER line is (979) 394- 
CAER (2237). 

BCPC awarded $1,000 to the 
Brazoria County Firefighters Asso-
ciation, whose members train for 
industrial situations. Alvin Commu-
nity College and Brazosport College 
both were presented $1,000 each 
for scholarships as well. 

For the companies to be a part 
of this council, they are audited. 
There are codes of responsible care 
management practices. These are: 
CAER (Community Awareness and 
Emergency Response), pollution 
prevention, process safety, distribu-
tion, employee health and safety, 
product stewardship, and security.
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County Master Naturalists volunteers given service awards
The Brazoria chapter of Texas 

Master Naturalists held their 
monthly meeting April 12 at the 
AgriLife building in Angleton.  

Dave Brandes, Herb Myers, 
Carolyn May-Monie, Don Sabathier, 
Roy Morgan, Dick Schaffhausen, 
Tom Morris, Mary Schwartz, and 
Taylor Wilkins were recertified for 
2019 and received the Warbler pin.  

To recertify, members need a 
minimum of 40 service hours and 
eight advance training hours for the 
calendar year. 

Milestone levels were achieved 
by Lorna Witt, who received the 
500-service-hour Silver Dragonfly 
pin, and Candace Novak was rec-
ognized for attaining the 1,000-ser-
vice-hour level.  

Chapter members learned that 
they have impacted 5,819 youth 
and 1,614 adults through the Birds 
of Prey school programs and the 
Discovery Environmental Educa-
tion Programs at Brazoria National 
Wildlife Refuge, along with several 
outreach events in the county. 

Two chapter members were rec-

ognized by Jennifer Sanchez, U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Complex Manager, 
for their efforts at the USFW volun-
teer appreciation dinner held earlier.  

Oron Atkins was named Volunteer 
of the Year for his work and leader-
ship on the Bobcat Trail Woods 
boardwalk project at San Bernard 
National Wildlife Refuge.  

Phil Huxford was recognized 
for his efforts on the Bryan Adams 
Memorial Water Garden.  

Nature Notes was presented by 

Jim Nance, whose topic was Texas 
Fossils. 

 This month’s speaker was Ron 
Weeks, who taught the chapter 
about the Ebird program and app.  

Guests are always welcome to 
attend the meetings, which are 
held the second Wednesday of the 
month from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the 
AgriLife building in Angleton. For 
information on becoming a Texas 
Master Naturalist, see www.tmn-
cot.org and click training.

From left: Volunteers Lorna Witt, Candace Novak and John Boettiger.

Pictured left to right: Mary Holler, 
essay chairman of Angleton;  
Austin Noller, 7th Grade Sweeny 
Jr. High teacher; Silver Medal 
winner, Erin Shutts; Bronze 
Medal winner, Audrey Jones; Gold 
Medal winner, Payton Aucoin; 
and Bartlett Ramsey, President 
of Cradle of Texas DRT. Mr. 
Noller was named the State DRT 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year. 
He will be recognized at the State 
Daughters of the Republic of 
Texas Convention in Austin on 
May 30-June 1.

DRT essay winners from Sweeny Jr. High

• Ryan Gosling is really playing 
the piano in the movie “La La Land.” 
He learned how to play the piano 
and all those musical compositions 
in three months before shooting the 
movie.

• In China, many people don’t 
recognize the name Elvis Presley. 
Instead, he’s known as Maowang; 
which translates to “Cat King.”



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   April 30, 2019    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

The Bulletin is good for your business.
Call (979) 849-5407.
Shop Locally First

NEWRENOVATIONS
FENCE COMPANY

We Specialize in Fences
Privacy Custom Fences Chain Link
Farm & Ranch Custom Gates

Call us today for a FREE estimate
(979)900-7437 www.newrenovations.net

5�
YEAR

WARRANTY
ON ALL�
WORK

5-Year Warranty on All Work

I grabbed it - bang - I was down on 
my back. This time my older son 
was with me and pulled me back up. 
A few years later, I tried to jump in 
my RV, bypassing the steps, and it 
happened again. The wife was there 
to help me into the driver’s seat, but 
not before she took an iconic shot 
of me holding a laptop as the waves 
rolled in. The pain does not show on 
my face, but it was there.

Each time I made it back to home, 
where I remained until my back got 
back to normal. And, I found ways to 
move around without activating that 
ice-pick-stabbing feeling.

I have since made provisions to 
reduce the chances that this real 
pain in the back could return. Other 
pains in the back return and some-
times stay around a while, but I’m 
talking about the physical pain.

I have found some remedies for 
the back problem. The stomach is 
a little more complex. Once it retali-
ates due to illness or bad food, it 
replicates the feeling of dying, with 
the exception that I have to get up a 
lot and stay close to the bathroom.

In my younger days, when I was 
a driven reporter without whom the 
world could not be for a few days, I 
tried to work through one of these 
episodes, but finally surrendered 
and isolated myself from civilization.

I sent word to my editor that I was 
sick to my stomach and jokingly 
added that this was real. I was not 
out there job-searching and faking 
being sick. I didn’t need to job- 
search. I had a great low-paying 
job as a reporter and could do just 
about anything I wanted. I eventu-
ally did job-search, but not that time.

Three days later I showed up in 

the newsroom. The managing editor 
looked at me and started laugh-
ing. “I know you weren’t faking it or 
going on job interviews,” he said. 
“You look horrible. Nobody would 
hire you looking like that.”

It was a rough ride, but come on. 
Have some sympathy. I didn’t look 
that bad. Then I looked in the mirror 
and decided that I probably would 
not have hired myself, either.

I’m not the type of person who 
runs to the doctor for everything. 
I couldn’t really run. I could barely 
sit up.

In the old country, my parents 
believed in home remedies like 
sweating out fevers and using tea 
bags for just about every ailment. 
(They were cheap and available. 
Antibiotics, not so much.)

“I can sit up again,” my friend 
said when I ran into him a few days 
after his post. I hope he made a full 
recovery and that the ice picks are 
gone for a while. You never know 
when they will return - or when the 
stomach retaliates again.

Respect the lower back and 
stomach, dear reader. Treat them 
right, because when they revolt, it is 
not a pretty sight.

When my stomach or back retaliate, I have to take notice
(Continued from Page 1)

Dog owners happier 
than cat owners, 

study finds
By Najja Parker
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (TNS)

Are you a dog or cat lover? One 
of the animals may make you hap-
pier than the other, according to a 
new report.

The General Social Survey, which 
measures political, cultural and 
behavioral changes across America, 
recently released the results of its 
2018 study, which included ques-
tions about pet ownership for the 
first time.

After analyzing the results, the 
survey found 36 percent of dog-only 
owners said they were “very happy,” 
but only 18 percent of cat-only 
owners said the same, the Washing-
ton Post reported.

About 32 percent of those with no 
pets and 28 percent of dog and cat 
owners said they were “very happy.”

Dog owners are more likely to 
consider their pet a family member. 
They also play with their pets more 
and seek comfort from them.
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will sometimes make you laugh. Let 
the journey begin . . .

“Would you like some salsa with 
that?”

I wondered why anyone would 
need salsa with their breakfast. I 
was barely in Texas a month, and I 
had an opportunity to participate in 
my first ladies’ golf tournament.

I had arrived early to get some 
breakfast. With a big smile on her 
face, the waitress was full of Texas 
charm and trying to be helpful.

I’m not sure I can be classified as 
a foodie, but I do like to eat.

As I increase in age, (notice I 
didn’t say getting older,) I’m finding 
I have issues with certain kinds of 
food. 

By that, I mean two segments, 
or 50 percent of the food pyramid: 
grains and dairy! I’m learning how to 
navigate when eating out.

However, one benefit of having 
to eliminate so much from my diet 
is the realization I can now eat 
french fries. When I was able to eat 
everything, I deemed french fries 
as being “bad.” Over the past year, 
things have changed, and I now 
order them at every opportunity!

French fries are great because 
they don’t contain any gluten but 
mostly because they are the perfect 
vehicle for eating ketchup.

They’ve become a guilty plea-
sure. If they’re available, I order 
them. 

I even started making my own 
baked version at home, served with 

plenty of ketchup, of course. 
Another vehicle I enjoy with the 

savory red sauce is eggs – scram-
bled eggs.

I was on the buffet line looking 
down at these aluminum foil- 
wrapped cylinders and wondering 
what on earth they could be. They 
looked more like hot dogs, but one 
platter was labeled bacon and the 
other sausage.

Bacon and sausage what? And 
why would I want to put salsa on 
it? If it’s a hot dog, I’m gonna’ need 
some ketchup.
“What is this?” I asked the waitress. 

“Tacos,” she said, still wearing 
that happy smile.

Tacos for breakfast?! When in 
Texas, I thought, do as the Texans 
do.

So, I grabbed one of each, sat 
down at a table and introduced 
myself to the group of ladies. 

As I unwrapped the aluminum foil, 
I began to understand.

“Oh, it’s like an egg McMuffin, 
except the egg is scrambled – and 
there’s a flour tortilla, not an English 
muffin – and the bacon is chopped 
up. It’s practically the same thing!”

“They’re really good with salsa,” 
one of the ladies commented.

The waitress came over to check 
on our table and asked if we needed 
anything.

I seized the moment: “Could I get 
some ketchup, please?”
(New-ish Texas resident B.A. Belthoff 
welcomes your comments. You can 
reach her at babelthoff@gmail.com.)

(Continued from Page 1)

Being transplanted in Texas requires 
trading in ketchup for salsa

Quinn on Nutrition: Finding ways to reduce food waste
By Barbara Quinn 
The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

Time for spring cleaning or what 
I call “clean out the junk” time of 
year.  And that goes for the food in 
my kitchen. I need to make a better 
effort to use the food I have on hand 
before I set out to stock up on more.

I must not be alone. According to 
a report by the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics, about 40 percent of 
all edible food produced in America 
goes uneaten, often because we 
hang on to it too long. And before 
we blame it on restaurants and gro-
cery stores, a big part of good food 
that gets tossed happens at home. 

In fact, experts estimate that the 
average family of four throws away 
approximately $1,484 worth of food 
and beverages each year.

And sometimes we throw out per-
fectly good food too soon because 
we are confused about what the 
dates on food labels really mean. 
This can cause us to waste billions 
of pounds of food every year, says 
Bob Brackett, Director of the Insti-
tute for Food Safety and Health at 
the Illinois Institute of Technology.

Understand these dates, he 
advises, and we can better judge 
how to use our food:

“Sell by” is the date by which 

a store should stop selling a food 
product. It does not mean the food 
is unsafe after this date, however. In 
general, a product still has about a 
third of its shelf-life remaining after 
the sell-by date.

“Use-By” tells us the last date 
that we can expect this food to be 
at its peak quality. A food eaten 
after this date will not necessarily 
make you sick; yet its quality will go 
down fairly quickly after this date. 
Infant formulas are the exception, 
however. According to the US Food 
and Drug Administration, “Do not 
buy or use baby formula after its 
Use-By date.”

“Best-By” refers to the best 
guess of the last date that this food 
will be at its ideal or best qual-

ity. In the case of salad mixes, for 
example, some stay great many 
days after the “Best-By” and others 
… don’t.

Here’s a game to play when 
you’re bored. See how many items 
you can find in your refrigerator and 
pantry that are close to their “Use 
by” date. Then use those foods 
before buying more.

I know a person, for example, 
who was headed to the store to buy 
canned beans and tomato sauce 
for her favorite chili recipe. Because 
she really didn’t want to go to the 
trouble for just a couple of items, 
she checked her cupboard again 
and found a bag of dried bean 
soup mix and a small can of tomato 
paste that had been there quite a 
while. Voila! A whole new recipe 
was invented. She’ll let you know 
how her revamped chili or chili bean 

soup, or whatever she decides to 
call it, turns out.

(Barbara Quinn is a registered 
dietitian and certified diabetes 
educator affiliated with Community 
Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula. 
She is the author of “Quinn-Essen-
tial Nutrition” (Westbow Press, 
2015). Email her at barbara@quinn
essentialnutrition.com.)
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 Local Jr. College student government tops in Texas
Brazosport College’s Student 

Government Association (SGA) 
was recently named the best in 
Texas for 2019 by the Texas Junior 
College Student Government Asso-
ciation (TJCSGA).

The announcement was made at 
the TJCSGA’s annual convention 
earlier this month in Dallas.

This is the third time in the past 
six years for Brazosport College’s 
SGA to earn this prestigious honor. 
BC also earned the award in 2014 
and 2016.

Brazosport College’s SGA was 
nominated to represent Region V at 
the convention because of their dili-
gent efforts to enhance the student 
experience at Brazosport College 
and the local community. Brazos-

port College sent six students to 
the convention.

“It has been a great privilege to 
see this group of students expand 
their outreach on campus and in 
our local community,” said advisor 
Kelli Forde Spiers.

 “They have worked diligently 
to bring a voice to the students at 
BC and to give back to their local 
communities. Their efforts have 
certainly made a difference at BC, 
and I am extremely proud of their 
tremendous accomplishments this 
year,” Spiers continued.

The Texas Junior College 
Student Government Association 
is the only student-maintained 
organization in the state that works 
to promote the cause of commu-

nity college students at the local, 
regional, state and national level. 

It represents more than 70 
member colleges and 700,000 
community, junior and technical col-
lege students from across Texas.

The state convention was an 
opportunity for SGAs from com-
munity colleges across the state of 
Texas to come together and share 
ideas, make decisions and network 
with one another.

For more information about 
Brazosport College’s Student 
Government Association, call (979) 
230-3550. 

To learn more about the 
Texas Junior College Student 
Government Association, visit 
www.tjcsga.org.

 Brazosport College’s Student Government Association was recently 
named the best chapter in Texas for 2019 by the Texas Junior College 
Student Government Association. SGA members attending the 
conference include, from left, Justin Peel, Michelle Morrison, Paige 
Foote, Anthony Villarreal, Kimberli Ruddick and Darian Arias.

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum will kick off its newest 
exhibit “Mapping Texas” by hosting 
Kevin Klaus, lead researcher at 
Texas General Land Office (GLO) 
on Thursday, May 2, at 6:30 p.m.  

Klaus will explore the GLOs his-
tory and archival collection.

Learn techniques for tracing your 
ancestry using GLO land grant files, 
as well as the various collections, 
such as the Spanish Collection, 
Court of Claims, and Clerk Returns.  

Also, discover how you can use 
the GLO map collection for genea-
logical research along with its GIS 
system using a modern map overlay 
with the original land grants.

This program will kick off the 
Museum’s latest exhibit “Mapping 
Texas: From Frontier to the Lone 
Star State,” which will be on display 
May 1 through Oct. 1. 

The exhibit, on loan from the 
Texas GLO, features maps dating 
between 1513-1957. The works in 
this exhibition are reproductions 
from the archival collection of the 
Texas GLO and Houston map col-
lectors Frank and Carol Holcomb.

Admission to the program and 
exhibit are free. The Museum, 
located at 100 East Cedar in Angle-
ton, is open Monday through Friday 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information 
please call (979) 864-1208.

County museum kicks off “Mapping Texas” exhibit ThursdayBrazoria Lions need sponsors, donors to 
offset Celebrate America event expenses

The Brazoria Lions Club has taken over the reins of Dale Frankum’s con-
ception, Celebrate America, for the 2019 event.

It will be held July 6 and will again utilize Barrow Elementary’ s grounds. 
Over the years, Celebrate America and the large fireworks display had 
become Brazoria’s well-received calling card, drawing people from miles 
around. Celebrate America will continue to be offered to the public for no 
charge.

The coordination and expense to produce this event is overwhelming at 
best. The Brazoria Lions Club is working with sponsors to help defray the 
cost so that the event can continue with the success it has had in past years. 
To date, 23 donors have stepped up to the plate and on behalf of the com-
munity, the Brazoria Lions wish to thank them for their generosity.

However, sponsors are still needed to help underwrite this endeavor – the 
greater the donations, the bigger and better the fireworks and celebration will 
be. Anyone can donate any amount they choose – the donations go directly 
to the celebration. 

Donations may be sent c/o The Brazoria Lions Club, P.O. Box 1145, Bra-
zoria, Texas 77422.  For additional information or to help sponsor the event, 
contact: Gary Kersh – (979) 236-0499; David Jordan – (979) 824-0455; Bob 
Schwebel – (979) 236-0241; Bill James – (979) 482-7480; or Ken Corley 
– (979) 235-9516.

At their recent meeting, the 
Brazoria Lions Club’s president Lion 
Gary Kersh (center), awarded Lion 
Greg Pope (left), and Lion Brunson 
Ortolon, appreciation pins for step-
ping up to the plate as relatively 
new members to support and work 
projects for the Brazoria Lions Club. 
The Brazoria Lions Club meets the 
second and fourth Mondays of each 
month. For more information on 
the Brazoria Lions Club, call (979) 
798-4444.

Lions recognized for 
their contributions
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The Cradle of Texas Daughters of the Republic of Texas marked the 
grave of former member Lola Jane Hoskins Willy at the Phair Cemetery 
in Freeport.  Many relatives and DRT members were present for the 
ceremony.  Pictured left are: Emma Jean Tanner, Claire Haynes, Lori 
Hagemeier, Andrea Jones, Suzanne Ingram, Judy Bielstein, Ann Phillips, 
Bartlett Ramsey, Margaret Norman and Tissie Schwebel.

Grave marking at Phair Cemetery by DRT

The installation of officers of the Cradle of Texas Daughters of the Republic of Texas was held at the SFA Statue 
in Angleton, Texas. Pictured from left are: Ann Phillips, Danbury; Pearlie Cooper, Alvin; Claire Haynes, Lake 
Jackson, Margaret Norman, Angleton; Andrea Jones, Lake Jackson, Charlene Buck, Missouri City, Minnette 
Shipley, Angleton; Linda Huskey, Lake Jackson, as incoming president; Bartlett Ramsey, Angleton, as outgoing 
president, and Tiffney Miller of Houston, District 9 Representative, as the Installing officer. For information on 
becoming a member of this organization, please call Linda Huskey at (979) 297-4623.

Cradle of Texas Daughters of the Republic of Texas installs officers

Man finds abandoned puppy, but not the ordinary variety
By Diane Bell
The San Diego Union-Tribune (TNS)

SAN DIEGO — Humane Society 
officers received a call the other 
day from a San Diego resident who 
found an abandoned puppy while 
walking his dog in a nearby canyon.

He scooped it up, took it back to 
his house and summoned the San 
Diego Humane Society.

When officers arrived, they had a 
big surprise. Upon examination, the 
tiny critter was a far different kind of 
pup — a coyote pup.

Because of lapsed time, rather 
than try to return the youngster 
to the canyon where it had been 
found, the Humane Society deliv-
ered it to Project Wildlife for care 
before transfer to a Ramona animal 
sanctuary, The Fund for Animals 
Wildlife Center, which rehabilitates 
and releases native wildlife.

“It’s really difficult to tell the differ-
ence between a dog and a coyote 
pup, especially at just a few days 
old,” explained Lauren DuBois, Proj-
ect Wildlife rehabilitation director.

She says that coyotes frequently 
move their dens. The mother of 
this newborn may have been in the 
process of transferring her pups to 
a new location when the well-inten-
tioned dog walker stumbled upon 
this one and rescued it.

If all goes well, when old enough, 
the pup will be released in the same 
general area.

Coyote and dog puppies are very 
similar.
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inspection. (The van needed a new 
transmission gasket, but seemingly 
nobody leaves inspection stations 
unscathed.)

Procrastinator that I am, I had put 
off going to the DPS office to get my 
renewal until last. It was the task I 
dreaded the most.

Past experiences told me it would 
be a wasted day filled with grumpy 
people tired of waiting in lines and 
grumpy DPS employees tired of 
dealing with the grumpy people.  
Horror stories on social media indi-
cated not much had changed.

Adding to my anxiety was the fact 
that, despite apparently meeting 
the qualifications listed online, I 
was denied a chance to renew my 
license online or by phone.

 Also, it was the first time since 
needing a wheelchair and a van for 
the disabled that I would be renew-
ing my license. I feared the worst.

Boy, was I surprised. 
Thanks to a new DPS Mega 

Center in Webster and a fairly new 
program that lets you make an 
appointment there in advance, I was 
in and out of the DPS office in less 
than half an hour.  

I know the Mega Center and its 
Get in Line, Online program have 
been publicized before, but judging 
from my experience there, not many 

people are taking advantage of it.   
There was a huge room filled with 
people. I am not sure what they 
were all doing, but there were only 
four of us in the designated appoint-
ment area.

Getting an appointment through 
the Get in Line, Online program is 
easy. I went online from my house 
in Pearland at 9:20 on a Tuesday 
morning. I was offered an appoint-
ment at 10:51 a.m. and asked to 
arrive 10 minutes early. I took it, 
although I was given the option of 
getting a later appointment.

 I arrived at the Mega Center a 
little after 10 a.m. and entered my 
phone number into a computer 
screen at a kiosk, got a code 

number and proceeded to the area 
designated for appointments.  

My number was called 30 min-
utes ahead of schedule. I gave the 
friendly DPS clerk an application I 
had filled out at home, passed the 
eye test, paid my $25 fee and was 
home a little after 11 a.m.

Can you believe it?  A new state 
program that actually works!

Caution sign No. 1: Don’t panic 
and go home when you see the 
congested parking lot. It can be 
intimidating because it looks like 
a crowded Wal-Mart lot. However, 
the 21,000-square-foot center is 
spacious and can hold up to 42 
customer stations. 

Caution sign No. 2: From other 

parts of Brazoria County, it may 
not save time to drive to the Mega 
Center in Webster (the DPS calls 
it the southeast center). The DPS 
website lists no sites in the county 
offering the appointment program.  
Hopefully, that will change. 

Anyway, when these pain-in-the 
neck tasks come around again, I 
am going to try to remember Mark 

Twain’s sayings about worrying: 
“I’ve had a lot of worries in my 

life, most of which never happened,” 
he said.  Or, “Worrying is like paying 
a debt you don’t owe.”

Then again,  Mark Twain  never 
owned a car.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com)

(Continued from Page 1)

Some dreaded tasks turn out well, but the grand prize goes to the DPS Mega Center in Webster

Thank you very much for your article about the Brazoria County Appraisal 
District.

I own a beach home at Treasure Island (San Luis Pass). When I received 
my notice on April 4, the proposed value was increased from $325,000 to 
$444,650, an increase of $119,650, or 36 percent.

Needless to say I plan to file an informal or formal protest, and do what-
ever is necessary to reduce it to the actual market value.

Thank you again. I enjoy reading your paper each week.
Sincerely,
Fred A. Sander, Angleton

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Beach house value up 36% in one year

(Editor: Thank you for your letter. I hope you are successful in lowering 
your house’s appraisal. That’s a big increase all at once.)
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By Nicole Tiggemann 
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Social Security is required by 
law to review, from time to time, 
the current medical condition of all 
people receiving disability benefits 
to make sure they continue to have 
a qualifying disability. Generally, if 
a person’s health hasn’t improved, 
or if their disability still keeps them 
from working, they will continue to 
receive their benefits.

These continuing disability 
reviews help us ensure that only 
eligible people receive disability 
benefits. It supports the integrity of 
the Social Security system while 
delivering fair services to wounded 
warriors, chronically ill children and 
adults, and other people with dis-
abilities.

To help us make our decision, 
Social Security first gathers new 
information about an individual’s 
medical condition. We’ll ask their 
doctors, hospitals, and other 
medical sources for their medi-
cal records. We’ll ask them how 
their medical condition limits their 
activities, what their medical tests 
show, and what medical treatments 
they’ve been given. If we need more 
information, we’ll ask them to get 
a special examination or test, for 
which we’ll pay.

If we decide their disability 
benefits will stop, and they disagree, 
they can appeal our decision. That 
means they can ask us to look at 
their case again. When they get a 
letter telling them about our deci-
sion, the letter will tell them how to 
appeal the decision.

You can read more about how we 
decide if you still have a qualifying 
disability at www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs/EN-05-10053.pdf.

People can check the status of 
their disability application with a per-
sonal my Social Security account at

www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount. This secure account 
gives people access to many tools 
that can save them time.

Find out how Social Security is 
securing today and tomorrow at 
www.socialsecurity.gov.

(Nicole Tiggemann, Social Secu-
rity spokesperson.)

How SS decides 
if you still have a 

qualifying disability



THANK YOU FOR 24 GREAT YEARS
The Bulletin is in its 25th year of publishing. We have some great 
advertising deals celebrating this occasion. Call (979) 849-5407 for details. 
Always shop locally, and please let our advertisers know that you saw 
their ad in The Bulletin.
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SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

In a lost world, follow God’s word
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: While some progress is 
being made in our nation to turn 
from its devastating decisions to 
ignore God, how can we escape 
the results of our own sinful 
choices, like allowing marriage to 
be redefined? - D.C.

A: The most precious human 
institution is marriage between 
a man and a woman, which has 
come under brutal attack. Our 
nation has wandered further down 
the moral ladder. 

Millions of babies have been 
aborted while the government 
pays money we don’t have to save 
the whales. We are outraged at 
violence, one against another, 
while we pay money to be enter-
tained by glorifying violence.

There was a time when other 
nations looked up to the United 
States and desired to emulate 
what made America great. It 

wasn’t prosperity and living the 
American dream that made Amer-
ica great but reverence for God 
and living according to His Word. 
The results were untold blessings. 
God used America to spread the 
Gospel to the world. Now we see 
many of its citizens shaking their 
fists in the face of Almighty God.

  How can we rise from the 
dark night and change from bleak 
existence into the light of hope for 
a better life? The answer is found 
in the Bible that warns of the reality 
that a day of doom is coming for 
many. It is not a fictional tale. It is 
a faithful truth. Jesus told us that 
He would be coming back in great 
glory. For those who follow Him, it 
will be a glorious day indeed. For 
those who defy His law and reject 
His sacrifice, eternal darkness will 
prevail. But still there is hope for 
the lost souls. Let’s pray for them. 
Let’s hold up God’s standard in our 
society and be examples of God’s 
Light in the midst of a lost world.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Flabby birthday, Ryan 
Fitzpatrick!

The Dolphins QB pinned his 
offseason weight gain on … nonstop 
birthday cake.

“The thing with me is I have 
seven kids,” he told Sports Illus-
trated. “In January we have three 
birthdays. So we’ve got the family 
birthday party which includes cake, 
we’ve got the friends birthday party, 
which includes cake, so that’s six 

times in January.
“We’ve got three birthdays in 

March — March 1, March 6, March 
11 — which again, that’s a tough 
stretch. So that’s six in 10 or 11 
days.”

Jumpin’ Jiminy
Purdue hosts a cricket-spitting 

contest as part of its annual Spring 
Fest, with Dan Capps of Madison, 
Wis., expectorating a dead bug 
32 feet, 1/2 inch in 1998 to set the 
record.

So what’s next, a scratch-and-spit 

baseball biathlon?
Soccer to him

Tiger Woods’ redemptive win at 
the Masters was nearly undone 
in the third round when a security 
guard slipped and slid into Woods’ 
ankle, but it all worked out in the 
end.

Tiger got his green jacket, and the 
guard got a yellow card.

They already gave
The Oakland City Council voted 

to not collect a parcel tax this year.
Apparently the city overflowed its 

coffers in 2018 just from the Raiders 
mailing it in.

Gronk goes bonk
Just-retired tight end Rob 

Gronkowski put a big dent in the 
Patriots’ latest Super Bowl trophy 
when he wielded it like a bat to bunt 
a pitched baseball before a Red Sox 
game.

In fact, one could say the chrome 
football atop the Lombardi now 
looks a bit … deflated.

Back to normal
In less than 24 hours last week, 

the sun not only came up in the 
east, but a Kenyan won the Boston 
Marathon and Tiger Woods won the 
Masters.

Nothing to see here, folks. Move 
along.

Quite the shocker
Forget lightning not striking twice 

in the same place. Tampa Bay’s 
couldn’t even strike once.

Mustn’t-see TV
Florida prosecutors say they’ll 

release videos of Patriots owner 
Robert Kraft at Orchids of Asia Day 
Spa, with certain parts pixelized.

Even the refs who jobbed the 
Saints are saying, “Bad call!”
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the new. A chance for a change 
of scenery can make your week 
ahead exciting and rewarding. 
You may participate in a transition 
that involves a coworker or family 
member. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): If you 
want to waste time this week, waste 
it well. Pleasant surroundings will 
raise your spirits and soothe your 
soul. Spoil yourself with soft pillows 
and aromatherapy products or 
spend some time at the local spa.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): It 
wasn’t only Elvis who could sing, 
“love me tender.” In the upcom-
ing week, key relationships may 
become closer, sweeter and more 
rewarding. A chance meeting could 
help you make better financial 
choices.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
New friends recharge your social 
battery. You may shine at the 
workplace and receive commenda-
tions. Your practical business sense 
may be at odds with your desire for 
luxurious possessions. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): The biggest-hearted people 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Use 
your charm this week. People might 
be so glad to see your smiling face 
they may overlook your foot in the 
door. Small rifts over finances will 
disappear quickly if you don’t over-
react to unexpected changes.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In 
the week ahead, you might have the 
urge to go on a mission to heal the 
ills of the world. Your high-minded 
objectives will seem exciting to 
some people but may just seem odd 
and eccentric to others.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): If 
you were a pencil, you would be 
sharpened to a fine point and ready 
to go. In the upcoming week, you 
will find it easy to deal with any kind 
of work that requires accuracy. A 
loved one may be lost in minutia.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Cliches are often repeated because 
the truths they represent are well 
worth repeating. As this week 
unfolds, you might find a cliche 
that bears remembering because it 
works wonders on your attitude.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Off with 
the old and onwards to embrace 

Jumble
Jumbles: BLAST  RELIC  WINERY  FLANGE
Answer: He wanted to practice with his new clubs, so he planned to -- SWING BY LATER

make the biggest gestures. You 
could bite off more than you can 
chew in the week ahead by saying 
“yes,” just to be cooperative when 
saying “no” might be the better 
response.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Reach out and do your research. 
In the week to come, you might be 
prompted to analyze someone’s 
motivations and conduct investiga-
tions. It is always better to have too 
much information, rather than not 
enough.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Where there’s a will, there’s a way. 
Get pet projects off the ground in 
the early part of the week while 
your energy and enthusiasm for 
something new and different is at 
a peak. Keep a lid on unnecessary 
spending.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You may enjoy an elevated level of 
optimism in the week ahead. Put 
your irons into the fire as early in the 
week as possible while your energy 
levels are high. Focus on making 
purchases that uplift your spirits and 
get someone else to pay for them.

  History of the World On This Day
 APRIL 30

0030 - Jesus of Nazareth was 
crucified.

1789 - George Washington took 
office as first elected U.S. presi-
dent.

1889 - George Washington’s 
inauguration became the first U.S. 
national holiday. 

1900 - Casey Jones was killed 
while trying to save the runaway 
train “Cannonball Express.” 

MAY 1
1751 - America’s first cricket 

tournament was held in New York 
City. 

1805 - The state of Virginia 
passed a law requiring all freed 
slaves to leave the state, or risk 
either imprisonment or deportation.

1863 - In Virginia, the Battle of 
Chancellorsville began. General 
Robert E. Lee’s forces began 
fighting with Union troops under 
General Joseph Hooker. Confeder-
ate General Stonewall Jackson 
was mortally wounded by his own 

soldiers in this battle. (May 1-4) 
MAY 2

1808 - The citizens of Madrid 
rose up against Napoleon. 

1865 - U.S. President Andrew 
Johnson offered a $100,000 
reward for the capture of Confeder-
ate President Jefferson Davis. 

1885 - The magazine “Good 
Housekeeping” was first published.

MAY 3
1802 - Washington, D.C. was 

incorporated as a city. 
1888 - Thomas Edison organized 

the Edison Phonograph Works. 
21 - West Virginia imposed the 

first state sales tax. 
MAY 4

1626 - Dutch explorer Peter 
Minuit landed on Manhattan Island. 
Native Americans later sold the 
island (20,000 acres) for $24 in 
cloth and buttons. 

1715 - A French manufacturer 
debuted the first folding umbrella. 

1886 - Chichester Bell and 
Charles S. Tainter patented the 

gramophone. It was the first practi-
cal phonograph. 

MAY 5
1494 - Christopher Columbus 

sighted Jamaica on his second trip 
to the Western Hemisphere. He 
named the island Santa Gloria. 

1809 - Mary Kies was awarded 
the first patent to go to a woman. 
It was for technique for weaving 
straw with silk and thread. 

1912 - Soviet Communist Party 
newspaper Pravda began publish-
ing. 

MAY 6
1527 - German troops began 

sacking Rome, bringing about the 
end of the Renaissance. 

1835 - James Gordon Bennett 
published the “New York Herald” 
for the first time. 

1851 - The mechanical refrig-
erator was patented by Dr. John 
Gorrie. 

1941 - Bob Hope gave his first 
USO show at California’s March 
Field. 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 ACROSS
1 Out of practice
6 Blue stone
11 It doesn’t last long
14 Casual opening
15 Saudi neighbor
16 Part of un giorno
17 Crayfish habitat
18 Employees
20 Seminal discovery by sports 
historians?

22 Newspaper supporters
25 LAX stat
26 “You got me there”
27 Comprehensive text on mints?
32 Card game
33 Certain cross-country traveler
34 Crane’s construction
36 “One Mic” rapper
37 Reaction to Bugs’ continued 
evasiveness?
41 Common ID

43 Soaps actress Rylan
44 Some kissing sounds
47 Snap
48 How a snail moves?
51 Lend __
54 “That’s so cute!”
55 Brine-cured delicacy
56 “I plotted against Caesar com-
pletely on my own!”?
61 “Doubtful”
62 Be enamored of
66 Relative of -ista
67 View from the Eiffel Tower
68 Traction aid
69 Cold and wet
70 Fragrant compound
71 Quite a while

DOWN
1 Kid
2 A, in Acapulco
3 Mess metaphor
4 Canter cousin
5 “Am I clear?”
6 Dieter’s choice
7 Milwaukee : mine :: Marseilles : __
8 Last of three Catherines
9 Calligrapher’s array
10 Searches (through)
11 Philatelist’s source
12 Peloponnesian region
13 Nature spirits of Greek myth
19 Plains tribe
21 List substitute: Abbr.
22 Cadillac model
23 HŠgar creator Browne
24 TV’s “Through the Wormhole,” 
e.g.
28 Invoice heading no.
29 Initiation
30 Ryan of “Sleepless in Seattle”
31 Night sch. staple
35 Bit of adverbial wordplay
38 Confessional music genre
39 LBJ’s successor
40 Real head-turner in the animal 
kingdom
41 Deeper into la-la land
42 “From Here to Eternity” Oscar 
winner
45 Coverage-providing org.
46 __ symbol
49 Bit of equestrian gear
50 __ Beach, Hawaii, home of the 
2005 Little League World Series 
champs
52 “__ suspected!”
53 Salon procedure
57 Hawaiian strings
58 Agitated state
59 Pothole warning
60 Farm female
63 Org. assisting museums
64 Amtrak unit
65 QB’s stat
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
FIG  KIWI  PLUM  LIME  LEMON  GUAVA  MANGO  ORANGE
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ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Mark Twain was born two weeks after the closest approach of Halley’s 
Comet in 1835. In 1909 he said: “It is comijng again next year, and I expect 
to go out with it. It will be the greatest disappointment of my life if I don’t go 
out with Halley’s Comet.” He died of a heart attack one day after the comet 
appeared at its brightest in 1910.

• Chicago got its nickname as the “Windy City,” not from its weather, but 
from the braggadocious politicians who were often thought to be “full of hot 
air.”

• It took Erno Rubik, creator of the Rubik’s cube, one month to solve it 
after he made it. 

The current world record is 3.47 seconds.

DID YOU KNOW?
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Platinum
AAA Asphalt Paving, Inc.; BGE, Inc.; Doyle & Wachtstetter, Inc.;  Freeport LNG; HDR Inc.; 
McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.; Moffatt & Nichol; Phillips 66; Promotions Unlimited;

Ports America, Inc; Vulcan Materials Company
Gold                   

BASF Corporation; Bay-Houston Towing Co.; Blueline Shop & Copy Center; Brazos Pilots 
Association; City of Freeport; Horizon Terminal Services; Freese and Nichols; International 

Longshoremen’s Association; Red Hook Terminals; Sunstates Security LLC.; Terracon
Silver                       

Bracewell, LLP; Buchanan Electrical Services; Cordoba Law Firm, P.L.L.C.; Dole Fresh Fruit 
Company; Southern Moon Entertainment; Freeport Mooring & Marine, Inc.; G&H Towing 

Company; J&S Contractors, Inc.; Jetco Delivery; LEAF Engineers, A PBK Company; 
LJA Engineering, Inc.; McDonough Engineering Corporation; Raba Kistner Consultants; Sorrell 

Construction, Equipment & Materials, LLC; Sprint Waste; Texas Port Ministry; 
TDECU; TJ’s Lube Stop; Union Pacific Railroad; Weighing Technologies, Inc.; WSP USA, Inc.

Sponsor
Alvin Sun-Advertiser; Bay Star Group; Bell Dental; Dude Payne, Brazoria County 

Commissioner Pct. 1; Brazoria County Septic Service; Brazoria Lumber; Bridge Bait;
Bridge Harbor Yacht Club; Castleberry Insurance; Chick-fil-A; Clark Rotating Equipment; 

First State Bank; Gulf Coast Employee Benefit Services, LLC; Gulf Coast Engraving; 
Gulftex Vending & Coffee Services, Inc.; ILA Local #30; Kennemer, Masters & Lunsford, LLC; 

Magaly Malambri Photography; Ravi Singhania - Port Commissioner; Riviana; 
Rooster’s Crow Guide Service; Sea Center of Texas; SI Group; Southern Shaved Ice; 

Turnkey Electric, Inc.; U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 64


