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How to clean up 
the clutter when 

telling stories
BY Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

We talk too much.
Did you know that?  It is a 

common trait among most people 
that, given the opportunity, we’ll just 
ramble on and on, as if we have to 
take a running start at whatever it 

is we want to 
communicate 
and can’t just 
come directly to 
the point.  And 
then, when that 
point has been 
made, we too 
often keep on 
going when we 

should have stopped.
And – guess what – that trait 

bleeds over into our writing. Con-
sequently, the first chore I have to 
undertake with many beginning 
writing students is not unlike an 
exorcism.  I have to cast out all 
the sentences and paragraphs 
and sometimes whole pages of 
unneeded material in their writing 
before actually getting to what really 
needs to be there. It’s not uncom-
mon to finally locate the perfect first 
sentence of a story or essay after a 
page or two of pure beating around 
the bush.

It’s kind of like attacking that 
kitchen drawer that everyone has.  
You know the one; the one where 
things end up, finally becoming so 
full that it’s hard to get it open.  If 
you would take the time to take all 

THE WORDSMITH

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Have I mentioned before in these 
columns how I hate traffic jams? 
Yes, I have. But recently I got into 
the mother of traffic jams.

The Astros were playing a 1 p.m. 
game, so why not go and join family 
there? I cleared my busy schedule 
and went to see some baseball. 

With Altuve, 
Springer, Corea, 
Keuchel and the 
rest of the Astros 
gang doing so 
well, I thought 
it would be nice 
to see them in 
person, maybe 
even catch a ball 

or appear on the big screen.
That would be a first for either 

one. What’s the harm? I’d be out of 
Houston by the time rush hour traffic 
starts, unless they go into extra 
innings.

What a nailbiter. This is just 
what the doctor ordered, getting 
away from work. The Astros won.  I 
passed on trying to catch a ball so 
the fan behind me could, and the 
family appeared on the big screen 
twice. Then we started driving back 
to Angleton.

It’s been awhile since I got into 
heavy traffic in Houston. I try to 
avoid it as much as possible. But 
on a beautiful Spring afternoon, the 
home runs and cheering still in my 
ear, I got into my car and headed 
home, as did 23,000 other fans.

As did all the school children 
in the school buses and in their 
parents’ cars. As did the workers 
also on their way home in what 
seemed like a really early rush hour. 
That was strike three, and I was out 

RAMBLINGSParks Dept. receives Medallion Award
The Brazoria County Historical 

Commission honored the Bra-
zoria County Parks Department 
recently at Quintana Beach Park.  

Historical Commission member 
Ginger Tumlinson presented a 
Medallion Award to recognize 
restoration work done by the Bra-
zoria County Parks Department, 
staff members, and volunteers 
to preserve a historic Quintana 
house, the Coveney house. 

The Brazoria County Parks 
Department acquired this struc-
ture, which was built in Quintana 
around 1890, and moved it to 
Quintana Beach Park in order to 
preserve it. The Coveney House 
now plays an important role in the 
park’s operation.

Brazoria County Historical 

Commission developed the Medal-
lion Awards Project to recognize 
quality restoration and preserva-
tion of historical structures in the 
county which cannot meet the 
Texas Historical Commission’s 
marker requirements.  

THC marker guidelines prevent 
any structure that has been moved 
from its original site from qualifying 
to receive a state historical marker.  
Information on THC Marker Guide-
lines can be viewed at the THC 
website,  www.thc.texas.gov

Owners of historical structures 
in Brazoria County which cannot 
meet the THC’s guidelines are 
encouraged to contact Brazoria 
County Historical Commis-
sion member Jamie Murray at 

(Continued on Page 4)

AISD approves Open 
Enrollment Policy
Angleton ISD will welcome 

students who live outside AISD 
boundaries in the 2017-2018 school 
year as an open enrollment district.

The AISD Board of Trustees 
approved the new policy at a recent  
board meeting. As an open enroll-
ment district, students who meet the 
eligibility requirements can transfer 
to an AISD campus that is not 
already at capacity. Those require-
ments include academic, behav-
ioral, attendance and punctuality 
standards.

“We are excited for this oppor-
tunity to allow students who 
live outside of the district to join 
Angleton ISD,” said Superintendent 
Patricia Montgomery. “Becoming an 
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

APPEARANCES ARE IMPORTANT, YOUR HONOR: A wealthy 
real estate agent, who was arrested for drunk driving in Auckland, 
New Zealand, applied to get his license back because he would “suffer 
extreme hardship” if he couldn’t legally drive his luxury car for six weeks. 
He said that being seen cruising around town in his $200,000 Aston 
Martin Virage is part of his “brand.” The judge turned him down.

IT REALLY SEEMS LIKE A CRY FOR HELP: A man threw a 
brick through the glass door of the police station in Youngstown, Ohio, 
and he didn’t run away when the cops responded. “I just want to go to 
jail.” he told them. Request granted.

DUDE, THESE CHOCOLATE MILANOS ARE SOOOO GOOD! 
Police went looking for whoever broke into a delivery truck in Mesa, Ariz., 
and stole $400 worth of Pepperidge Farm cookies. They found a man 
and a woman in a nearby alleyway with boxes of cookies and lots of 
marijuana.

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK IT WAS ME? A man who was frus-
trated at having to wait too long at an intersection in Shanghai, China, 
destroyed a traffic camera with his slingshot. He apparently didn’t take 
into account the fact that that the camera was recording him the whole 
time. He was soon arrested.

LET’S GO AHEAD AND UPGRADE HIS CONDITION: A 
woman reported seeing a dead man in a wooded area in Aldershot, 
England. Officers determined that he was not dead because he spoke to 
them and then got up and walked away.

SO ONE MORE CHANCE IS PROBABLY OUT OF THE 
QUESTION: A man was arrested in Butte, Montana, for drunken driving 
for the 23rd time. The sheriff told reporters, “It doesn’t look like he’s get-
ting any kind of a message to stop his behavior.”

WHATSAMMATTER!? YOU CHICKEN!? Radio Sweden reported 
that “a mob of boozed-up moose” near Stockholm threatened a hom-
eowner, daring him to step into his own garden. The man declined to 
respond.

WAIT, I MAY HAVE MADE A MISTAKE HERE: A man who 
made a night deposit of cash at the ATM of a Florida bank also inadver-
tently deposited a plastic baggie of cocaine, jamming the machine.

SO, WILL YOU BE TRYING OUT FOR THE TEAM, MA’AM? 
While the members of the boy’s track team were holding a practice at 
Corbin, Ky., High School, a woman took off all of her clothes and ran with 
them. She was still naked in the school’s parking lot when the cops came 
and took her away.

DON’T TELL ME … YOU’RE AN ACTRESS?! A citizen called 
police in Forest Grove, Ore., to report that a 14-year-old girl, dressed in a 
dinosaur costume she made, was walking around near Rogers Park and 
“creeping people out.” Officers came and told her to stop.

PERHAPS WE SPOKE TOO SOON: A man passed his driving 
test and, the next day, rolled his car in an accident in the village of Abin-
ger Hammer, England. He survived. The vehicle was totaled.

open enrollment district will allow us 
to continue to grow while maintain-
ing a tradition of excellence for our 
students and teachers.”

Transfers will be granted on a 
first-come, first-served basis and 
must be submitted annually. 

A campus that is at capacity will 
not accept a transfer student who 
is new to the campus unless his 
parent is a full-time employee at 
that school. Transportation to and/or 
from school will not be provided for 
transfer students.

“Our mission is to prepare each 
student academically and socially to 
become a responsible and produc-
tive citizen, and the district will now 
be able to extend those values to 
all students who wish to obtain an 
Angleton ISD education,” Montgom-
ery said.

For more information and to 
apply for inter-district transfer, go to 
www.angletonisd.net. 

The deadline for the first wave of 
applicants to be approved is May 
19. Applications will be accepted 
after May 19, but parents will not be 
notified of their application status 
until the next wave of applications 
are processed.

(Continiued from Page 1)

AISD approves Open 
Enrollment Policy
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

UNDERSTANDING NONHUMAN
Q. When London technologist 

Thomas Thwaites wanted a break 
from being human, what did he 
do?

A. First, he needed to design 
the proper prosthetic legs and 
to practice the suitable physical 
movements, and then he was ready 
to adopt the posture of a goat in 
the Swiss Alps, reports “Science” 
magazine.  

This is how he lived for a few 
days (as the goats came to accept 
him as one of their own), “chewing 
grass and just trying to fit in with 
the herd.  It’s crucial to have friends 
in the goats’ intensely hierarchical 
world.”  Luckily for Thwaites, he 
found a goat “buddy.”

His hard work earned him Har-
vard University’s Ig Nobel Prize in 

biology, presented in the 26th year 
of the contest celebrating scientific 
studies that “make you laugh, and 
then think.”  Sharing the prize was 
Oxford, U.K.-based ethicist and 
veterinarian Charles Foster, who 
lived as a badger for days at a time 
to better understand the nonhuman 
“worldview.”  As a prize, each Ig 
Nobel winner received a $10 trillion 
Zimbabwean banknote “with little 
value as a result of hyperinflation.”
THE HUNGRY MUSEUM BUG

Q. In the basements of natural 
history museums, you are apt 
to find containers infested with 
hundreds of flesh-eating beetles 
munching away. And these are 
invited guests! What gives?

A. Many natural history muse-
ums maintain large collections 
of animal skeletons intended for 
scientific research. Specimens are 
prepared by removing every trace 

of flesh, and this is neither easy nor 
pleasant.  Boiling, long-term burial 
in elephant dung and compost, or 
soaking in a vat of water and mag-
gots are some of the techniques 
used. But they tend to damage the 
bones.

A faster and gentler de-fleshing 
approach is to let Dermestid beetles 
(derma = skin, este = to consume) 
feast on the carcass.  The beetles 
– and their voracious larvae – are 
housed in temperature-regulated 
containers and provided a steady 
stream of specimens to “clean.”  
Ward C. Russell of the Berkeley 
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, 
a pioneer of the use of “museum 
bugs” (as they are affectionately 
known), cleaned some 80,000 
specimens this way during his 
40-year career. That’s more than 
five specimens a day! Indeed, a 
vigorous beetle colony can clean a 
mouse in an hour.
EXTREME SIBLING RIVALRY 

Q. Considering health issues, 
what can happen when sibling 
rivalry really goes awry?

A. Just ask identical twins 
Marie and Katy Campbell, who 
as kids competed with each other 
to see who could become thin-
ner, which alas they pushed to 
such an extreme that both of them 
developed anorexia nervosa, say 
David Myers and Nathan DeWall in 
“Exploring Psychology.”  

Anorexia nervosa is an eating dis-
order where people fear being fat.  
It typically begins as a weight loss 
diet, usually in adolescents and nine 
out of ten times with females, who 
may diet obsessively or at times 
exercise excessively. They maintain 
a “starvation diet” despite already 
being significantly underweight.  

Those suffering from eating dis-
orders often have “low self-esteem, 
set perfectionist standards, fret 
about falling short of expectations, 
and are intensely concerned with 
how others perceive them.”  (Some 
of these same factors may also pre-
dict teen boys’ pursuit of unrealistic 
muscularity.)

As Myers and Dewall describe it, 
“A distorted body image underlies 
anorexia.”  As twin Maria now puts 
it, “It’s like a ball and chain around 
my ankle that I can’t throw off.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?
• Not only are some humans 

allergic to cats, but some cats are 
also allergic to humans.

• The average American uses 50 
pounds of toilet paper every year.

• Scientists estimate that 150-200 
species of plant, insect, bird and 
mammal become extinct every 24 
hours.

• Researchers have found that 

video games, such as Tetris, can 
help protect your mental health, 
avert trauma and help kick an addic-
tion.

• A study of 2,000 people found 
that, on average, men lie twice as 
often as women.

• The average man will spend 
nearly a year of his life simply star-
ing at women.
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If you like reading The Bulletin each week, pick up an extra copy for 
a friend. Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ad.

To read us online, go to www.mybulletinonline.com

sfa1821@sbcglobal.net  [or leave a message at 979-849-9586]  for informa-
tion on applying for a county Medallion Award.

The Brazoria County Historical Commission, adjunct of the Texas Histori-
cal Commission, consists of volunteers interested in preserving the history of 
Brazoria County through preservation and community education opportuni-
ties. 

(Continnued from Page 1)

Brazoria County Historical Commission member Ginger Tumlinson (left) 
presents the Medallion Award on Nov. 17, 2016,  to Quintana Beach 
County Park Supervisor Patty Brinkmeyer, for preservation of the 
Coveney House at Quintana Beach Park.

Parks Dept. receives Medallion Award
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Texas unemployment rate up slightly, but state adds jobs
AUSTIN — The Texas economy 

expanded in March with the addi-
tion of 9,500 seasonally adjusted 
nonfarm jobs. Texas’ season-
ally adjusted unemployment rate 
increased to 5 percent in March, up 
slightly from 4.9 percent in February.

“Texas employers continue to 
boost the diverse Texas economy 
by adding jobs, including 249,000 
over the year,” said Texas Work-
force Commission (TWC) Chairman 
Andres Alcantar. “Texans continue to 
have a range of workforce oppor-
tunities created by our innovative 
Texas employers, and I encourage 
job seekers and students to explore 
these opportunities with local work-
force boards around the state.”

Employment in the Professional 
and Business Services industry 
recorded the largest private-industry 
gain over the month with 13,200 
jobs added. 

Mining and Logging employment 
grew by 4,800 jobs in March and 
Construction employment expanded 
by 4,000 jobs.

“Texas employers continue to 
keep our state competitive with an 
overall private-sector annual job 
growth of 210,500 with 7,000 jobs 
added in March, said TWC Com-
missioner Representing Employer 
Ruth R. Hughs. “When Texas 
employers prosper, Texans prosper, 
and we want to ensure they have 
the resources they need to start, 
grow and thrive their businesses 
right here at home.”  

The Amarillo Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA) recorded 
the month’s lowest unemployment 
rate among Texas MSAs with a 
non-seasonally adjusted rate of 3.5 
percent, followed by the College 
Station-Bryan and Austin-Round 
Rock MSAs with a rate of 3.6 

percent. The Lubbock and Midland 
MSAs each registered a rate of 4.0 
percent for March.

“Texas workers have much to 
offer and there are resources avail-
able to help them find the perfect 
occupational fit, I encourage all job 
seekers to contact their local Work-
force Solutions office for assistance 
with job training and placement,” 
said TWC Commissioner Repre-
senting Labor Julian Alvarez.

An audio download with com-
ments from Chairman Alcantar 
on the latest labor market data is 
available on the TWC press release 
page. Employment estimates 
released by TWC are produced in 
cooperation with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor’s Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

All estimates are subject to 
revision. To access this and more 
employment data, visit tracer2.com.
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Brazoria County awards toll road construction contract 
Brazoria County Commission-

ers’ Court unanimously has voted 
to award Pulice Construction, Inc. 
of Phoenix, Arizona, the Brazoria 
County Expressway construction 
contract. 

On April 20, the Brazoria County 
Toll Road Authority (BCTRA) 
approved Pulice Construction, Inc.’s 
bid. The bid of $97,169,719.81 
submitted by Pulice Construction, 
Inc., was the lowest bid meeting 
specifications and requirements.

“Our 288 Development Team 
has worked diligently to move this 
project forward. Today’s vote to 
award the construction contract is 
a major step in getting this project 
underway. The Brazoria County 
Expressway will bring much needed 
relief to our resident’s daily com-
mute into and out of Houston,” 
stated Commissioner Stacy Adams, 

Precinct 3. 
Matt Hanks, Director of Brazoria 

County Engineering commented: 
“To be here and see this contract 
awarded, shows great leadership 
by this Court and a tremendous 
amount of effort by our whole team. 
There were many challenges to 
deliver the largest project in County 
History and some are still ahead of 
us.”

Construction of the 4-lane (2+2) 
toll way in the median of State 
Highway 288 is scheduled to begin 
June. The five mile stretch will 
extend from the Brazoria/Harris 
County line to just south of County 
Road 58 in Brazoria County.

As construction begins, the 
existing 288 lanes will remain open 
with an occasional short scheduled 
closure or delay.

Included in the Brazoria County 

Expressway Project and funded by 
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion (TxDOT); is the reconstruction 
of the FM 518 intersection, which 
includes adding turn lanes and 
adjusting the frontage roads. 

Also included in this project and 
funded by the City of Pearland, 
are aesthetic improvements along 
the 288 corridor through the city’s 
limits.

County Judge Matt Sebesta 
stated: “Today’s action is a culmi-
nation of years working with the 
Legislature, Texas Department of 
Transportation and the Brazoria 
County Toll Road Authority to allevi-
ate traffic congestion in the 288 
corridor. 

The managed lanes will decrease 
our constituent’s time on the road 
and allow them more time with their 
families.”
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The Annual meeting of the Columbia Historical Cemetery met recently 
and awarded the outgoing Board of Directors for their 3 year term of 
office. Pictured left to right:  Winston Avera, Treasurer, Peggy Boone, 
Director, Judy Tomlin, President and Tommy Jenn, Director.

Columbia Historical Cemetery honors 
outgoing board members

If you enjoy reading The Bulletin weekly, please tell a friend about us 
and pick up an extra copy. To advertise, call 979-849-5407.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Braskem America, Inc. has partnered with Brazosport College to pro-
vide job training using a $234,830 Skills Development Fund grant from 
the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC). The grant will benefit workers 
in the Gulf Coast Texas area.

This grant will be used to provide customized training to 118 new and 
incumbent workers for industry-related topics with focused instruction 
on pump operations, process equipment, industrial control circuitry and 
safety/rescue training. Trainees will include production engineers, electri-
cal technicians, process specialists, and lab technicians. Upon comple-
tion of training, the workers will receive an average wage of $35.89.

 TWC Commissioner Representing Labor Julian Alvarez will present 
a check to representatives from Braskem America, Inc. and Brazosport 
College at an 11 a.m. ceremony to be held in the BASF Center for 
Process Technology foyer at Brazosport College, 500 College Blvd. in 
Lake Jackson.

Brazosport College gets grant from TRC AISD initiating student monitoring system for bus riders
A new program launching in the 

2017-2018 school year will make 
Angleton ISD bus transport safer for 
students and more efficient for the 
district’s transportation department.

The department has invested in 
Zonar, a fleet management system 
that allows parents to track where 
their children are on their bus routes 
and what time they should arrive at 
their stops. 

Additionally, parents will receive 
alerts in cases of emergencies. 
The program software is widely 
used and trusted by school districts 
across the nation.

“It’s all about getting information 
to parents as quickly as possible,” 
said Angel Kersten, transportation 
director. “The information will be 

delivered in real-time so parents 
know immediately where their 
children are at any given time on 
the bus.”

The Zonar program issues each 
bus rider a card that is registered 
with the student’s information. The 
student will swipe the card when 
he gets on the bus and again when 
he exits, allowing a parent to keep 
up with his child while on the entire 
route.

The system will also be able to 
alert the driver if a child is on the 
wrong bus or if a child is about to 
get off at the wrong stop.

“We will do everything we can to 
keep our kids safe,” Superintendent 
Patricia Montgomery said. “This 
new program will help us strengthen 

our safety prevention measures at 
the same time as building stronger 
communication with parents.”

Not only will the system allow for 
better bus rider management, the 
tablets installed on each bus will 
provide feedback on fuel efficiency 
and maintenance reports, allow-
ing the department to run more 
efficiently.

The purchase of the Zonar 
system is partially covered by a 
grant from the National Association 
of Pupil Transportation. The district 
will pay for only a fraction of the 
total cost. The transportation depart-
ment will buy the system this year 
and plans to have it installed and 
ready for use by the first day of the 
2017-2018 school year.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

True Christians seek to be more like Christ
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Several of my friends are 
active church types, but I can’t 
see that it makes any difference 
in the way they live. How do you 
explain this? I don’t think they’re 
any better than I am. - C. McK.

A: If someone is sincerely com-
mitted to Jesus Christ, it will make 
a difference in the way he or she 
lives. It may only be in small ways 
at first, but over time that person’s 
life will be different because Christ 
now lives within them. The Bible 
says, “Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come” 
(2 Corinthians 5:17).

Only God knows, of course, 
whether or not your friends have 
truly believed in Christ. However, 
the Bible warns us against claiming 
we are following Christ, when in 
reality we aren’t. We may claim to 
be Christians... we may say we’re 

trying to live by the Ten Com-
mandments or the Sermon on the 
Mount... we even may be active in 
a church, but we’ve never allowed 
Christ to take control of our lives. 
The Bible warns, “Faith without 
deeds is dead” (James 2:26).

Don’t reject Christ because of 
those who claim to be His followers 
but deny it by the way they live. 
Instead, look honestly at Christ, 
and when you do, you’ll discover 
what He has done to forgive you 
and make you part of His family 
forever. God loves you, and Christ 
died to save you, and once you 
understand this, you will want to 
commit your life to Him - and your 
life will never be the same.

Christians aren’t perfect, nor 
will we be until God takes us to 
heaven. But if we know Christ, 
we’ll want to become more like 
Him every day. Don’t let pride, or 
anything else, keep you from giving 
your life to Him.

that stuff out and look at it, you will 
probably discover that much of it 
– maybe most of it – can either be 
stored in a more logical place or 
tossed out completely.  Face it: that 
Perry Como 8-track tape is useless 
now; so is that wad of S&H Green 
Stamps.

Stephen King – the enormously 
successful spinner of macabre 
yarns – relates this story in his 
dandy memoir titled “On Writing.”  
Back when he was a high school 
student up in Maine, he asked the 
editor of his hometown newspaper 
to hire him as a part time reporter, 

so the old man gave him a topic to 
research and told him to come up 
with a story. The next day young 
Stephen handed him several pages 
of typed, single-spaced text which 
the editor read carefully before 
taking out a red pencil and marking 
through what amounted to more 
than half of it.

Young Stephen looked at what 
was left and was amazed that what 
the old man had left was exactly 
what he had intended to say.  Then 
the editor taught him a rule that he 
has never forgotten (and, thanks 
to him, neither have I): “when you 
write, you tell yourself a story, and 

when you rewrite, you take out 
everything that is NOT the story.”

There’s great truth in that; it’s a 
useful light to steer by when writing.  
Or talking.

I’ll bet you know at least one 
person – probably several more 
than that – who couldn’t effectively 
tell a joke if their life depended on it.  
And the problem usually is that they 
drag it out to the point of agony.  
They hem and haw and pause and 
put in way too many useless details 
before finally reaching the punch 
line.  I’ve listened to jokes told 
badly enough that when they finally 
did draw to their merciful endings 
I probably gave audible sighs of 
relief.

And, be truthful now, you know 
at least one person who you go out 
of your way to avoid because you 
know you’re in for the long haul 
when they get going in a one-sided 
conversation.

Much of effective communication 
is a process of decluttering. It was 
Flannery O’Conner – the great short 
story writer and raiser of peacocks 
– that said good writing is very 
seldom a matter of saying things, 
but is almost always a matter of not 
saying things.

“Not saying things” is just often 
another way of saying “not clutter-
ing.”

Here’s an example.  Consider 
this pair of sentences:  Bill cheated 
on his wife constantly.  He wasn’t a 
good husband.

The first sentence shows us what 
the second one tells us.  So the 
second sentence is clutter, and has 
to go.  Showing trumps telling every 
time.

If you intend to be a writer of 
things that people might actually 
read it would be a good idea to keep 
this question constantly in mind (or 
physically posted on the wall over 
your computer):  “What, exactly, am 
I trying to say?”

It would be well for longwinded 
senders of confusing memos, end-
less chatterers on telephones, and 

tellers of jokes that wander snaillike 
toward some hopeful conclusion to 
consider it also.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

Less is better when telling stories orally or by writing; Clean up the clutter and get to the point
(Continued from Page 1)

Did you know?
• The longest kiss ever recorded 

lasted 58 hours, 35 minutes and 58 
seconds.

• Koalas often store leaves in their 
cheek pouches for later consump-
tion.

• The IRS has rules on how to 
claim your child as a dependent on 
your taxes if they’ve been kidnapped.

• It’s against the law to get a fish 
drunk in Ohio.

• A Crayola crayon can be used as 
a candle in an emergency.

• Netflix uses disguised ware-
houses and unmarked trucks for 
security reasons.
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If you don’t think your business can afford advertising, let us change 
your  mind. Call (979) 849-5407 for the best price in the area. We’ll 
work within your budget and give your ad plenty of visibility, so that 
your business can frow and prosper.

-- on the downtown Houston streets, 
standing still, watching impatiently 
as cops tried to direct traffic.

Two wrecks near Minute Maid 
Park didn’t help. 

I can handle it. It’s not like I have 
to drive in this mess every day. I had 
Google Maps on my phone, which 
was trying its best to reroute me. 
I had no idea where I was going. I 
was just following directions. 

The school bus to my right was 
driven by someone with nerves of 
steel and endless patience. It was 
a new one, still shiny and no dents. 
It was making its way through stop-
and-go traffic with the rest of us. 
The driver must have done this a 
few times before.

When I was in college, I used to 
take the bus weekly between two 
cities, and always admired how the 
drivers could maneuver on those 

narrow streets. The highway part 
of the driving was a breeze, but the 
rest took a lot of attention and skill 
-- and courage.

And back in those days, the 
buses had manual transmissions.

I always said that I wanted to 
drive a bus just for the fun of it, but 
on the open road, not in this kind of 
congestion.

So, I was sitting in the middle of 
a downtown street next to a school 
bus, wondering if we would ever be 
able to get back home. 

This was like evacuating from 
Hurricane Rita in 2005, except 
slower, because I never got into 
that mess, created by the planning 
genius of former Houston Mayor 
Bill White. Those of you who were 
sitting for endless hours on Houston 
highways, trying to evacuate, know 
what I am talking about.

The GPS had me get on Hwy. 45, 

so I could stand still there with the 
rest of the cars. It was trying  to get 
me out of this mess. The “gears” 
were turning hard inside that smart-
phone. Then it switched me over to 
Loop 610, where I was actually able 
to crawl along before being diverted 
to Hwy. 59, and lastly to Texas 
288, slowly winding my way out of 
Houston. 

Eventually things opened up, and 
I was flying along past Pearland and 
Manvel, heading home.  I swear 
that I’ll never complain again about 
traffic on 288 between Angleton and 
Lake Jackson at 5 p.m. We’ll see 
how long that lasts.

To all of you commuters who 
battle this traffic mess daily, you 
have better nerves and patience 
than I do.  I salute you, and you 
deserve a medal. As for me, I prefer 
the open country roads. There are 
still a few of those left around here.

(Continued from Page 1)
Love Astros baseball, hate the traffic jam that follows

Each year the Brazoria Study 
Club, established in 1948, hosts 
a Musical Tea.  This year the 
entertainment was lovingly 
provided by Wade Strother of the 
Renegade boys from Redneck 
Palace in Sweeny. Wonderful 
music, food and fellowship was 
enjoyed by all. Pictured are 
Wade and Brazoria Study Club 
president, Marie Breakiron.

Brazoria Study 
Club hosts 

Musical Tea
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Trellis pieces
6 “Ideas worth spreading” acronym
9 Runs out
14 Eponym of a United Kingdom 
poetry prize
15 Schooner filler
16 Walking the dog, e.g.
17 *Lost it
19 Storage place
20 Play set

22 Nonpro?
23 Man’s best friend, e.g.
26 Fiona, after Shrek’s kiss
28 Cut deeply
29 “Blues on the Bayou” musician
31 Spanish pronoun
32 Overindulgent outings
34 Stranded messenger
37 Handle
39 Mr. Potato Head piece
40 Front-wheel alignment

42 Unduly
43 Possesses with pride
46 Deflect, with “off”
47 Passes out
49 “The Girls Next Door” co-creator
51 Fictional Indiana town in “Parks 
and Recreation”
53 Genuine
54 Dust Bowl migrant
55 Release request
58 Summation symbol, in math
60 *Entertained the kids, in a way
64 Moral principle
65 Scar, say
66 Thorny evergreen
67 Occupied, as a desk
68 Museum pieces
69 Vertical

DOWN
1 Its natl. emblem is the cedar tree
2 Every drop
3 20-20, e.g.
4 “What do you think?”
5 What one might have with milk, 
briefly?
6 Needle
7 Different
8 Road sign image
9 Email option, for short
10 “Shoot!”
11 *”Bonanza” star
12 Brings (out)
13 Late round
18 Satellite broadcasts
21 Team connection
23 Get rid of
24 Retro diet, to put it mildly
25 *Cottage site in the Beatles’ 
“When I’m Sixty-Four”
27 Kernel
29 Leadership
30 Hall of Fame pitcher Blyleven
33 Organic fuel
35 Bay Area pro
36 Court rival of Pete
38 Village Voice award
41 RisquŽ ... and what each answer 
to a starred clue contains?
44 Law school newbie
45 Drew back
48 Lack of get-up-and-go
50 Hold rapt
51 Puts forward
52 Animal that’s been a Japanese 
Natural Monument since 1931
53 Quick on the uptake
56 Humorous Bombeck
57 Sewer’s concern
59 Play
61 Natural resource
62 L.A. school
63 LAPD rank
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
ELM  PALM  CALM  BALM  FILM  HELM  REALM  QUALM  PSALM
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• It’s possible to rupture a blood 
vessel in your head or neck and die 
from trying to suppress a sneeze.

• Newly-hatched baby chicks are 
smarter than newborn baby humans.

• Red wine has the ability to kill 
cancer cells.

• Honey bees can tell the dif-
ference between different human 
faces.

• Our dreams tend to escalate in 

weirdness as the night goes on.
• Only about a third of Americans 

consider themselves to be “very 
happy.”

• “Wrap rage” is the common 
name for heightened levels of frus-
tration resulting from the inability to 
open a package.

• Living with a view of water (the 
ocean, or a lake) can make you 
calmer, happier and more creative.
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Did you know?

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Caution keeps you 
out of harm’s way. The wolf might knock on your door 
but you don’t have to answer. You can make headway 
with career, financial concerns and business this week 
without neglecting family needs.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Put out your feel-
ers. You are like a spider with a web to spin. Creative 
ability requires the energy to begin something plus the 
inspiration to choose what to create. Let your ambitions 
guide you in the week ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In the week ahead you 
may learn a lesson about clinging to the past. You may 
find that your way is barred if you stubbornly refuse to 
cooperate or hold a grudge. Give a certain someone 
the benefit of the doubt.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Be inspired by a 
special someone and adapt to a changing environ-
ment. You may be tempted to keep new contacts at 
arm’s length, but in the week ahead should participate 
in group activities to widen your knowledge.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Carve your own niche. 
Warmth and charm aren’t your only admirable traits. 
This isn’t a good week to make a major change but it 
can be a good time to consolidate your ideas and to 
place emphasis on developing friendships.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You have the choice. 
You can be generous and understanding or expect 
everyone to toe the line. In the week ahead you might 
be wise to focus on understanding why people do what 
they do rather than if they do it. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Plan ahead for the future 
since that’s where you will spend the rest of your life. Your 
judgment is better than usual this week so this is a good 
time to meet important new people through your job or to 
launch crucial projects.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You cannot change the 
cards you are dealt, just how you play the hand. You may 
be more interested in money saving ideas and career suc-
cess than hugs and kisses in the week ahead. Do not take 
on new debts.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Self-discipline can 
be a lifesaver. If you practice your craft and color within 
the lines you may end up becoming an expert. Develop a 
better understanding with loved ones and friends as this 
week unfolds.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t judge the book 
by its cover. The person who seems overly concerned with 
manners and conventions might be very nice once you 
delve past the surface. This week you can widen your circle 
of contacts.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Expect the best and 
you can rest. An opportunity may arrive in the week ahead, 
giving you an acceptable way to escape from a costly situ-
ation. Check the answering service and email so you don’t 
miss a crucial message.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): There is enough sympa-
thy to go around. Nurture your relationships in the week to 
come. If you are contented with what you have your joint 
resources will thrive. Don’t be discouraged by criticism or 
negativity.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 1: ON THIS DATE in 
1844, Samuel Morse sent the first 
telegraph message. In 2011, U.S. 
commandos shot terrorist leader 
Osama bin Laden to death during 
a midnight raid on his fortified 
compound outside Islamabad, 
Pakistan.

May 2: ON THIS DATE in 1863, 
Confederate Gen. Thomas “Stone-
wall” Jackson was accidentally shot 
by his own men; he died eight days 
later. In 1932, Jack Benny’s first 

radio show made its debut on the 
NBC Blue Network.

May 3: ON THIS DATE in 1921, 
West Virginia imposed the first 
state sales tax. In 1979, Conserva-
tive Party leader Margaret Thatcher 
was chosen as the United King-
dom’s first female prime minister.

May 4: ON THIS DATE in 1776, 
Rhode Island declared its freedom 
from England, two months before 
the Declaration of Independence 
was adopted. In 1970, Ohio 
National Guardsmen opened fire 
on anti-war protesters at Kent State 
University, killing four students.

May 5: ON THIS DATE in 1925, 
John T. Scopes was arrested in 
Tennessee for teaching Charles 
Darwin’s theory of evolution; 
doing so was against state law at 
the time. In 1961, astronaut Alan 
Shepard became America’s first 
space traveler as he made a 15-
minute suborbital flight in a Mercury 
capsule launched from Cape 

Canaveral, Fla.
May 6: ON THIS DATE in 1954, 

medical student Roger Bannister 
broke the four-minute mile mark at 
a track meet in Oxford, England. In 
1937, the hydrogen-filled German 
dirigible Hindenburg burned and 
crashed in Lakehurst, N.J., killing 
35 of the 97 people onboard and a 
Navy crewman on the ground.

May 7: ON THIS DATE in 1925, 
Pittsburgh Pirates shortstop Glenn 
Wright made an unassisted triple 
play. In 1934, the world’s largest 
pearl (6.4 kg) was found at Pala-
wan, Philippines.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1961, 
Harper Lee won the Pulitzer Prize 
for fiction for her epic novel “To Kill 
a Mockingbird.”

This week’s question: In 1960, 
which Nazi war criminal did Israeli 
commandos capture in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, for transport to 
Israel for trial?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Jumble Answers
  Jumbles: LUNCH  HILLY  FIBULA  PUNDIT
  Answer: After their air conditioner broke down again, she wished her husband could take a -- CHILL PILL

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

• According to new research, 
happy music samples prompt the 
fastest memory recall compared to 
peaceful, sad, or scary samples.

• At least 15 percent of all Hun-
garian coats of arms include the 
severed head of a Turk.

• Conan O’Brien graduated from 
Harvard, and his father is a Harvard 
Medical School professor.

Ever hear of a batter get-
ting credited with a four-
hitter?

Cubs and Cardinals pitchers 
plunked Pirates second baseman 
Josh Harrison with pitches in four 
consecutive plate appearances 
— making him the first player since 
1974 to suffer that.

So when’s his first Icy Hot com-
mercial?

Student aid
Former NFL agent Terry Watson 

pleaded guilty to giving cash to 
three former North Carolina football 
players. In keeping with tradition, 
they had tutors take it for them.

Golf update
This just in: Tiger Woods won’t 

play in a major again this year, but 
his surgeon just made another cut.

Louisville chugger
New on the Atlanta Braves’ 

ballpark menu this season: a beer 
aged in wood from Mizuno Maple 
Elite baseball bats.

So … make it one beer, please 
— and hold the pine tar.

Net Gain Dept.
Tennis star Serena Williams is 

expecting her first child this fall. 
Alert Wimbledon oddsmakers 
immediately installed her as the 
doubles favorite.

Park that Suzuki
For some odd reason, the 

Marlins kept Japanese icon Ichiro 
Suzuki on the bench during the 
Mariners’ Salute to Japanese 
Baseball Night in Seattle. Then 
again, maybe they’re saving him 
for Singles Night.

Root sellers
“Rooted in Oakland” is the A’s 

new slogan for 2017. The Raiders, 
not to be outdone, immediately 
came up with “Re-accommodating 
from Oakland.”

Talking the talk
—RJ Currie of SportsDeke.com, 

on Olympic gold medalist Dana 
Vollmer swimming a race during 
her third trimester: “I’m thinking it’ll 
be hard to tell if her water breaks.”

—Cam Hutchinson of the Sas-
katoon Express, on why it took the 
NFL 52,129 tries to come up with 
its next NFL schedule: “Apparently 
everyone wanted to play Cleveland 
twice.”
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