
By Janice R. Edwards 
The Bulletin

God could not be everywhere, 
and therefore, he made mother - a 
quote from Proverbs.

I wonder what my Mom would 
have thought of this coronavirus 
crisis. She probably would have 

handled the “new normal” well. 
I can remember a time during a 

particularly bad flu epidemic when 
my baby sister was 3 or 4 and had 
to be hospitalized. All the family 
had the flu - the other three of us 
kids were sick, as were Mom, Dad 
and Grandma. 

I remember sitting around the 
kitchen table waiting until we 
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Memories are made of this

Special memories 
of mom on this 
Mother’s Day

By John Toth
The Bulletin

(Editor: This was written pre-virus 
and has been waiting patiently in the 
columns folder.)

It was the event that everyone in 
the Toth family had waited for - a 
ping pong match between father and 
son.

It had been in the making for 
many years, but something always 
came up that delayed the show-
down.

Then it finally happened on a 
beautiful spring-like day recently. 
There was nothing to stop the match 
this time.

Let me walk back a few years, 
when the kids were little, and we 
went camping on many weekends. 

All camping grounds have ping 
pong tables. It’s not exactly a major 
investment. At nights, after the 
movie under the stars was over, the 
kids and I would return to the camp-
site recreation building and further 
our ping pong skills.

Ping pong is actually a registered 
trade name, so from now on I shall 
refer to the game, or sport, as table 

Ramblings

My home office 
has an extra 

occupant
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

I have been working at home 
since joining The Bulletin. My office 
was my whole house during the day. 
My work space now is in the room 
designated as my office because I 
now have a workmate.

My husband, David, is working 
at home, also. I have my routine 
and space, and he has his. And, at 
points, our paths meet. So far, we’re 
getting along. 

I have taken a page from my par-
ents’ book on how to work at home. 
They have done it for three decades, 
under the same roof, and are still 
happily married. If they can do that, 

Future mommy diaries

Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

My journey through American 
health care has taught me one thing:  
the system would collapse without 
legal immigration. 

Immigration is a sensitive topic 

that is risky to write about, but I will 
make an exception here because 
my health – and probably yours - 
depends on medical workers coming 
to this country from foreign lands.    

Because of a rare spinal cord 
disorder that eight years ago left me 
a paraplegic, I am under the care of 
a neurologist, cardiologist, urologist, 

The View from My Seat

YouTube AI tracking programs sending ads your way
By Peter Funt
special to The Bulletin

Many of us are overdosing 
on YouTube during coronavirus 
confinement, and we’re used to 
the fact that, like it our not, we’re 
being monitored. Things we shop 

for online invariably pop up in ads 
accompanying the videos.

Lately, however, I’m struck by the 
fact that the videos themselves are 
tracked. Watching one leads to sug-
gestions for others - the product of 
YouTube’s AI, which blends genius 

with quirkiness.
YouTube has some 1.3 billion 

users, and they upload over 7,000 
hours of video each day. Even 
sheltered 24/7, there’s too much 
inventory to navigate without You-
Tube’s help, as I learned in a recent 
session. 

It began innocently enough when 
I heard President Trump mention 
at a briefing that he had glimpsed 
shots of deserted streets in Manhat-
tan. So I searched for that.

Sure enough, YouTube delivered 
live video from cameras overlook-
ing Times Square. At 2 p.m. on a 
recent Tuesday there were more of 
us lurking (504) than were walk-
ing the streets. This feed began 
March 7 and has registered 28,000 
“likes” and 1,700 “dislikes.” (Note 
to self: Don’t try to find meaning in 
the voting patterns of quarantine 
victims.)

Anyway, when I refreshed You-

Is a virtual joke still a funny joke?
By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

For 30 years, I’ve made my 
living as a standup comedian. I’ve 
stood on iconic stages, includ-
ing the Grand Ole Opry and the 
Chicago Theatre. I’ve gazed out at 
crowds as large as 10,000 and as 
small as six. We won’t talk about 
the six. 

My moods following my perfor-
mances have run the gamut from 
elation to despair. From feeling 
like I’m the first person to set foot 
on an uncharted planet to wanting 

to jump into a recently dug grave 
and instructing the backhoe opera-
tor to “just bury me now.”  

The one commonality to all 
these shows was a live audience. 
The coronavirus has, for the 
immediate future, taken away my 
ability to perform. 

Or has it?
Enter the concept of virtual 

entertainment, an idea that has 
never really taken off consider-
ing that, despite the available 
technology, most people ultimately 
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Where does hail come from?

A hailstone begins as a small water drop or a round snow pellet in a cloud. 
The drop grows by collecting many cloud drops. The little drop is blown by 
a strong wind inside the cloud to where it meets with some extremely cold 
water drops. When the little drop mixes with these extremely cold drops, they 
join, and the little drop has now become a hailstone.

The little hailstone is thrown up inside the cloud, still collecting other cold 
drops. The hailstone gets bigger and bigger until it goes to the top of the 
cloud. Then, because there is no more wind, it falls back down through the 
cloud. 

Big hail causes big damage
The biggest hailstone recorded 

in the United States weighed 1.67 
pounds, and was 5.5 inches across. 
It fell near Coffeyville, Kansas, on 
Sept. 3, 1970. The biggest recorded 
hailstone in the world was 4.2 
pounds. It fell in Kazakhstan in Asia.

Even small hail with strong winds 
can crush a field of wheat flat in a 
few minutes. It sometimes breaks 
windows and can dent cars and 
roofs. Big hailstones can hurt and 
even kill small animals.

We have tried to stop hail. In the 
16th century, farmers used to shoot 
cannons at thunderstorms, thinking 
this would destroy the hail. Cloud 
seeding (trying to make rain by 
putting dry ice crystals or a kind of 
smoke in clouds) is the more recent 
way, but it is expensive, and we do 
not know for sure how well it works. 
To this day, there is no proved way 
of stopping hailstorms.



slightly further away. The action 
originally designed to allow the 
infant to explore an object with the 
fingertip becomes a gesture that 
functions to coordinate the attention 
of infant and adult on an object, and 
pointing is born.”
What is the doomsday vault?

Q. When? 2020. Where? 
Svalbard, Norway, some 1200 
kilometers (745 miles) from the 
North Pole. What? Update at the 
“doomsday vault.” Explain, please?

A. In 2008, in a mountain cavern 
in Svalbard, the Global Seed Vault 
became operational, “designed as 
the ultimate insurance policy for 
small seed banks around the world 
if they are affected by extreme 
weather, conflict, fire and other 
events,” says Adam Vaughan in 
“New Scientist” magazine.  The first 
withdrawal from the vault took place 
in 2015, after conservationists lost 
access to a major seed bank in 
Aleppo during the Syrian civil war.

Now, in 2020, in the first big 
deposit to the Arctic facility in 
several years, around 60,000 new 
seed samples have been added: 
onion seeds from Brazil, guar 
beans from central Asia, wildflow-
ers from the United Kingdom, and 
seeds from the Cherokee Nation, 
the first U.S. Native American tribe 
to contribute. Also, 36 seed banks 
from around the world have added 
to the collection, including first-time 
deliveries from Morocco and South 
Korea. 

While total seed samples now 
number more than a million, the 
vault has a capacity for 4.5 million 
samples. But as one of the partners 
running the facility says, “numbers 
alone aren’t as important as priori-
tizing unique species.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Did you ever drink a 
“buttload?”

Q. When you went out drinking, 
you drank a buttload, you say. What 
exactly is a “buttload”?

A. According to the “Online 
Etymology Dictionary,” “butt” comes 
from the Old French word “bot,” 
which translates to “barrel,” says 
Dan Lewis on his “Now I Know” 
website. Before units of measure-
ment were standardized, the booze 
business used different-sized casks 
to describe the amount they had for 
sale: a “tun,” a “butt” (half a tun), a 
“puncheon” (one third a tun), etc.  
And though different distilleries and 
wineries used slightly different mea-
sures, in general, a “butt” is about 
125-150 gallons (475-550 liters) of 
wine, whiskey, ale, etc. A full cask is 
a “buttload.”

As Lewis concludes, “So if you 
actually drank a literal buttload of 
wine this weekend, you had about 
3,500 glasses of it…. The good 
news is you’re probably not drunk. 
The bad news is that’s there’s no 
way you could have survived the 
experience.”

Why do infants point?
Q. Pointing at things – a univer-

sal human behavior – is typically 
the first communicative gesture 

an infant makes. But the extended 
index finger is not just like an arrow 
aimed at the object of interest. How 
so?

A. Based on careful measure-
ments of more than 50 subjects 
spanning an age range of 1.5 years 
to adults, Cathal O’Madagain et al. 
(“Science Advances”) found that a 
pointed-at object tends to fall on a 
line connecting the end of the index 
finger with the pointer’s eye – the 
direction one would move in order 
to touch the object, not along the 
line defined by the index finger 
itself. Further experiments revealed 
that the orientation of the hand 
while pointing at a distant object is 
generally consistent with how one 
would have to orient the hand in 
order to actually touch the object if 
it were nearby. 

For example, right-handers 
facing the front of a box and 
pointing at an object fastened to 
the outer left side of the box will 
typically rotate their wrist one-half 
turn counter-clockwise (a rather 
awkward maneuver) as if trying to 
touch the object.

The authors conclude that 
pointing originates in touch. “Once 
the child finds that she can get an 
adult to pay attention to something 
by touching it, she may begin to 
make ‘as if’ to touch things that are 
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

If your favorite restaurant’s dining 
room is inaccessible, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

HEH, HEH, SAFE AT LAST … AIEEE!: A man, fleeing police 
with two accomplices after attempting a home invasion in Beaver, 
Utah, exited the car when it broke down, and jumped into a dumpster 
to hide from the cops. Unfortunately for him, it was trash pickup day. 
He soon found himself being dumped into a garbage truck. He was 
arrested shortly thereafter.

THAT IS SO YOU, BEYONCE: A woman stole a car in Las 
Cruces, N.M., and refused to pull over for pursuing officers until she 
parked in front of her home. She told police that she was pop singer 
Beyoncé Knowles, and didn’t stop during the police chase because 
she didn’t feel like it.

NOW, SONNY, WHAT DID WE TELL YOU?: A 43-year-old 
man broke into his parents’ home in Fox Township. Pa., and stole 
frozen meatballs and chocolate chips while the parents were in Flor-
ida. They had told him to stay off the property while they were away.

AND IT’S HARD TO KNOW WHAT POINT HE’S TRYING 
TO MAKE: Someone has been harassing an attorney in Dortmund, 
Germany, by sending scores of pizzas to his office. He said he has 
received more than 100 so far, and “can’t even get my work done 
anymore.” Nobody knows why.

YOU, SIR, ARE A SAINT: A man was caught stealing 66 
rolls of toilet paper from a Marriott hotel in Florida. He told arresting 
officers that he was doing it out of a sense of charity for the less 
fortunate.

DOES THIS MAKE ME LOOK DESPERATE?: A young 
woman, seeking a mystery man who was wearing yellow shoes when 
he made a “connection” with her on the subway in New York City, set 
up a 20-foot mural on a billboard asking him to meet her there at 1 
p.m. on Valentine’s Day. He didn’t show.

I GOTTA’ BE ME, OFFICER: Two days after serving time for 
impersonating a police officer in Flagler County, Fla., a man was 
arrested again for impersonating a police officer. The local sheriff 
said, “This guy clearly has not learned his lesson.”

MOST EXCITING DATE EVER!: A man and a woman were 
seen driving away in a pickup truck after they blew up a mattress and 
a couch in a rural area near Bend, Ore. The explosion rattled win-
dows a mile away, and launched the couch frame up onto the power 
lines 30 feet above the ground.

RIGHT, SARGE; UNDERWEAR, WE GOT IT: Police sub-
dued an intoxicated man who pulled over behind them on a street in 
Fauquier County, Va., exited his vehicle, started taking off his clothes, 
and tried to run away. A police sergeant told reporters, “He fled in his 
underwear. He was taken down in his underwear. He resisted in his 
underwear, and he was subdued with a Taser in his underwear.”

TA-DAAAH!: A woman, who was locked up for kidnapping and 
robbery, tried to escape from a holding room at the police station 
in Dayton, Ohio, by climbing up into the drop ceiling. But she fell 
through and landed head-first in a trash can.

HE WAS PROBABLY THINKING: ‘LET’S FORGET THE 
PAST AND MOVE ON’: A man who robbed a woman at her 
Columbus, Ohio, home with two other men was arrested when 
he returned two hours later to ask her out for a date. One police 
sergeant said, “We are not exactly sure what he was thinking at the 
time.”

NO, I DON’T THINK WE’LL BE SEEING EACH OTHER 
AGAIN: After they had dinner on their first date at a Ferndale, Mich., 
restaurant, a man told the lady that he had left his wallet in her vehi-
cle. So she gave him the keys, and he promptly stole the car.

(c) Dave Granlung / politicalcartoons.com



a large TV and a computer on our 
dining room table, and they haven’t 
moved in weeks. I have forgotten 
what my pretty place settings on the 
table look like. I eat my meals facing 
a large TV with spreadsheets on 
them. I disinfect that table and the 
spreadsheets before every meal. 

On my breaks, I usually play on 
my phone and watch funny videos 
as a mental mini-vacation from the 
workday. Now, David, in his new 

office, gives me a look and tells me 
he is on a video conference call. 
Great, I was in the background of 
the call for all of his coworkers to 
see and hear. Thankfully, I was 
decent and dressed in an outfit 
other than jammies.

My breaks have been relocated 
to the patio. 

It is interesting to hear the type 
of person your significant other is at 
work on these calls. David is sweet 
and laid back and will do almost 
anything for me. On these calls, I 
hear some rebuttals and headstrong 
statements. He is confident in his 
work; I am sure of that now. It’s nice 
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I can make some adjustments until 
things get back to normal and the 
entire house is my office again - and 
only mine.

Working at home allows me to 
have a flexible schedule, which 
comes in handy, since I am preg-
nant, now at 8 months. I like to take 
naps sometimes, or just sit around 
for a little while and drink some tea 
and relax.

I definitely like the commute from 
bedroom, to kitchen, to office. And I 
love the different outfits I can wear 
daily - like jammies, shorts, T-shirts, 
sweat pants, etc. And, I always take 
time out to walk our dog. 

When David was going to 
work, as soon as he got home, 
he changed his clothes, washed 
his hands, and then we spent our 
evenings together. I couldn’t take 
a chance of him passing anything 
on to me or the baby, since he was 
around hundreds of people a day. 

Then the stay-at-home order was 
issued, and luckily he was able to 
continue working, but from home.

First, he had to get his work area 
set up. Our dining room became 
his new office. He decided that he 
needed a second monitor, so he 
took one of our TVs and put it in the 
middle of the table. 

Now we have notebooks, binders, 

to see him in this new light.
I usually eat lunch quickly and 

walk the dog. I take a bunch of 
treats because it is easier for me to 
control him when I walk him alone. 
David is joining us now on these 
walks. It has been nice to talk to 
someone other than the dog. 

Except, he has noticed that 
our dog keeps looking at me and 
whining. He thinks it is cute and that 
he is checking on me to make sure 
I’m O.K. because of my physical 
state. But the dog and I both know 
the truth. He is looking for his treats 
and wondering why he isn’t getting 
them when he is a good boy. The 
treats have been reinstated during 
the walks. 

There are times when I am in my 
office and very busy when David 
barges in and starts talking his head 
off. I can tell he misses being in a 
social office setting. It takes a little 
getting used to working at home. 
There are a lot of benefits to going 
to an office every day. But, there are 
also a lot of benefits to not going to 
work.

It has been nice having him cook 
breakfast or lunch on many days 
instead of me having to fend for 
myself and deciding that my cook-
ing project for the day would include 
heating up a piece of leftover pizza. 

We have both started eating 

healthier and have both been more 
productive. With him not having to 
commute, there is more time for 
homemade meals and doing proj-
ects around the house. 

So, the guy I now share an office 
with isn’t all that bad. We have 
adjusted to some changes, but 
for the most part, they have been 
positive. It has been nice having him 
around during my final months of 
pregnancy. 

Part of me hopes he can continue 

working from home until the baby 
arrives, and then he will be on his 
paternity leave - at home.

Maybe my parents had this all fig-
ured out. I saw it happening before 
my eyes growing up, and now I’m 
experiencing it. But I still don’t know 
how they kept their dining room 
table uncluttered.

(You can reach Stephanie at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or 
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Dining room table fell victim to home office expansion
(Continued from Page 1)

There are certain 
benefits to working at 

home, like dressing 
anyway you want
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Tube, its algorithm had apparently 
determined that I’m a fan of random 
street views, so it suggested one in 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, overlook-
ing the Pizzeria Caldera in Town 
Square (104 watching; 45,000 
likes). 

Another click, and I was trans-
ported to an intersection in La 
Grange, Kentucky (140 watching; 
10,000 likes). I counted many 
more cars and pedestrians in 
downtown La Grange than in 
Times Square, and no one was 
wearing a mask.

The Kentucky view included 
train tracks. Naturally, AI assumed 
I’d enjoy a page provided by 
Virtual Railfan. With 886 others, I 
watched a live stream of the rail 
yard in La Plata, Missouri, “for 
people who enjoy watching trains.” 
The description added, “Amtrak’s 
Southwest Chief passenger train 
stops here twice a day.”

YouTube then determined that I 
must love subways. This resulted 

in “Good Samaritans Confront 
Man with Hatchet on NYC Subway 
Train,” which led to “The Ugliest 
NYC Subway Station,” and then 
to “New York’s Incredible Subway 
Dancers.”

After a while, AI must have 
concluded: This guy is really into 
transportation! So I watched a fly-
over video of a place in Victorville, 
California, where some 400 com-
mercial planes are parked during 
the coronavirus shutdown. And 
that took me to “10 Things You 
Should Not Say to Car Dealers.”

Eager to escape the transpor-
tation thread, I tried to trick AI by 
searching for “suggested YouTube 
videos.” The first recommenda-
tions was a video titled “YouTube 
Suggested Videos Suck!!!”

Clearly, YouTube knows itself 
even better than it knows me.

(Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cautiously 
Optimistic,” is available at 
Amazon.com and CandidCamera.
com.©2020 Peter Funt.)

YouTube makes it hard to get off site
(Continued from page 1)

think it’s weird to watch a hologram 
of Prince or another deceased rock 
star “playing” live on stage. The 
connection a performer feels to 
an audience works in reverse too; 
the audience must feel that same 
connection. 

So when a show I was sched-
uled to perform for 1,200 members 

of the dairy industry in Madison, 
Wisconsin, joined the scrap heap of 
cancellations on my calendar, I was 
not hesitant, rather overjoyed, when 
the organizers said they wanted me 
to perform virtually. 

Of course, that would mean 
performing standup comedy to a 
camera, without a crowd. The audi-
ence, I was told, would watch from 

bedrooms, hotel rooms and home 
offices, surrounded, most likely, by 
nobody. 

Not exactly the ideal audience 
for a comedian. Still, the show must 
go on.

At 8 p.m., I entered a conference 
room that looked as if preparations 
were in place for some sort of inva-
sion. A half-eaten takeout pizza sat 
on a round table big enough to seat 
10. Snacks, drinks and sandwiches 
purchased from an attached hotel 
represented lunch for the staff 
tasked with running the virtual oper-
ation. Dinner, too.  

A few IT personnel stared 
intently at laptops as another virtual 
presenter, speaking from God only 
knows where, gave a speech enti-
tled “Practical Proven Systems for 
More Profitable Innovation.” I heard 
his voice and saw the PowerPoint 
slides he had assembled for his talk, 
but I didn’t see him. 

Instead I saw an empty stage and 
a single camera pointed at it.

“That’s where you’ll be,” the con-
ference organizer told me.

When the previous speaker had 
concluded, another member of the 
organizational team grabbed a mic 
and said, “We have some ques-
tions.” These questions, I assume, 
were submitted by attendees watch-
ing virtually. Of the 10 people in the 
conference room, nobody raised a 
hand. 

The unseen presenter answered 
several questions, and then it was 
time for me. Like a normal show, a 
tech clipped a lavalier microphone 
to my shirt; like a normal show, I 
stood slightly offstage awaiting my 
introduction. And, like a normal 
show, I bounded onstage when I 
heard my name. 

The next 45 minutes were left to 
my imagination.

The conference room participants 
- seven staff members and three 
techs - did their best to laugh at my 
jokes, which, naturally, included 
a few references to the massive 
elephant in the room. 

“I’m staying in a very nice hotel 

here in Madison,” I said. “I only live 
two hours from here, so I don’t really 
need a hotel. But I was out of toilet 
paper, and the hotel had some.”

Strangely, the longer I performed, 
the more confident I was that some-
body was laughing somewhere. 
A few laughs from the 10 people 
in the room were all I needed to 
keep going. Yes, there were some 
uncomfortable moments, but it’s 
also uncomfortable doing standup at 
a party in the hull of a Catamaran. 
O.K., I brought up the audience of 
six. Sorry. 

I hope there will be no more 
virtual shows in my career. I hope to 
be back on stage soon, where I can 

see and converse with real audi-
ence members.

But COVID-19 has taught me one 
thing: Laughter cannot be quaran-
tined.

(Greg Schwem is a corporate 
stand-up comedian and author 
of two books: “Text Me If You’re 
Breathing: Observations, Frus-
trations and Life Lessons From a 
Low-Tech Dad” and the recently 
released “The Road To Success 
Goes Through the Salad Bar: A Pile 
of BS From a Corporate Comedian,” 
available at Amazon.com. Visit Greg 
on the web at www.gregschwem.
com.)

   (c) 2020 GREG SCHWEM

Stand-up comedy without an audience takes imagination 
(Continued from Page 1)

How can you catch the coronavirus?
You can become infected by coming into close contact (about 6 feet or two
arm lengths) with a person who has COVID-19. COVID-19 is primarily 

spread from person to person.
• You can become infected from respiratory droplets when an infected 

person coughs, sneezes, or talks.
• You may also be able to get it by touching a surface or object that has 

the virus on it, and then by touching your mouth, nose, or eyes.
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could take our next meal or dose of 
medicine, such as we could keep 
down. Mom still prepared the soups, 
hot tea and dry toast we all ate. She 
took care of us all. 

She gave birth to me and my 
three siblings while she was in 
her 30s – a bit unusual during the 
1950s. We never had a bunch of 
extra cash as she helped Dad run 
the family woodworking business. 

But she always had time for her 
kids. She was a homeroom mother 
numerous times. She made holi-
day-themed treats for all the kids in 
the class. 

I remember one time she wanted 
to make Halloween witches, black 
cats and jack-o-lantern cookies for 
my class. She couldn’t find cookie 
cutters she liked, so she drew 

patterns on cardboard and cut them 
out. Then she used them to cut 
each cookie out of the dough using 
a knife. She loved us.

I guess I owe my love of cooking 
to my mom. She taught us all how 
by letting us help her in the kitchen. 

So, to honor her and other Moms, 
I thought I would add a recipe that 
you may want to try. It’s “good for 
you” candy – if there is such a thing. 
It contains Cheerios, the original 
“finger food.” 

What Mom hasn’t used that 
cereal to help teach toddlers to eat 
on their own? These candies can be 
made in a jiffy. Since making them 
is so easy, they might just be the 
perfect family project. 

Chocolate Cherry Clusters 
(aka Good-for-you candy)
2 cups bittersweet chocolate 

chips
1 ½ cup Cheerios Cereal
1 cup dried cherries
½ cup walnut pieces
In a medium bowl, microwave 

chocolate on high for 1 minute. 
Stir. Microwave 1 more minute until 
nearly melted. Stir until smooth. 
Quickly stir in cereal, cherries and 
nuts until well-coated. Using a table-
spoon, scoop up the mixture and 
make clusters on a baking sheet. 
Refrigerate 2 hours, until no longer 
sticky. Makes 24 clusters.

Mom also made a point of 
introducing us all to Mother Nature. 

She took us outside every spring, 
teaching us plants and showing us 
each year’s rebirth. While you are 
celebrating your Mom on her day, 
let’s not forget to celebrate Mother 
Nature as well. 

She gives us the entire Texas 
coastline, the fish, shrimp and crabs 
that feed our bodies as well as our 
souls. 

She gives us the watercolor 
sunrises and sunsets that fill our 
minds’ art galleries. She gives us 
the migrations of wildlife and the 
blooming flowers, showing us “the 
beat goes on,” even in a COVID-19 
pandemic. That’s one of Mother 
Nature’s gifts of love to all of us.

Sunday is a day to celebrate your 

Mom! Time to bring her breakfast in 
bed and crayon-inscribed Mother’s 
Day cards. Treat Mom to lunch, give 
her flowers and enjoy her company 
on the holiday designed to pamper 
her. 

Moms are special to us all, and 
it’s once again time to appreciate 
them for nurturing our lives and 
souls and making our world a better 
place to live in. Maybe so even 
more this year, as the COVID-19 
virus has turned our world upside 
down.

Happy Mother’s Day everyone.
(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 

Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Mother’s Day is not the same without ‘good-for-you candy’
(Continued from Page 1)

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

Buy Any
2-Meat

Dinner and Get
Second at 

½
Price
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Microsoft exec says coronavirus could spark big shift for AI in health care
By Geoff Baker
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Microsoft chief technology officer 
Kevin Scott grew up fascinated by 
the 1960s Apollo space program 
and then-President John F. Kenne-
dy’s vision of a moon shot. Now, he 
envisions just as ambitious a proj-
ect taking shape as a consequence 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Just as the U.S. government 
significantly invested to put Neil 
Armstrong and others on the moon 
by 1969 — $200 billion in today’s 
dollars by his estimate — Scott said 
similar funding in artificial intelli-
gence (AI) technology could be a 
difference-maker 
for our nation’s 
battered health 
care system.

Scott, 48, whose 
new book about 
AI was released 
recently, said using 
the technology to 
detect underlying 
health conditions 
could not only 
help treat patients 
and prevent the 
spread of future 
pandemics, but 
also reduce care costs for Ameri-
cans, tens of millions of which are 
uninsured.

“Instead of a ‘moon shot,’ our 
moon shot should be something like 
radically transforming health care 
for the public good,” Scott said. 
“We all know the cost of delivering 
ubiquitous, high-quality health care 
is very high and growing faster than 
(gross domestic product).

“So, if you want to change that 
calculus, you are going to have 
to have some sort of technology 
intervene that will help change the 
shape of the curve. I think AI, if we 
make a deliberate set of invest-
ments, can make than happen.”

Scott wasn’t focused on health 
care in “Reprogramming The 
American Dream: From Rural 
America to Silicon Valley — Making 
AI Serve Us All” (Harper Collins), 
co-written with Greg Shaw, but feels 
the pandemic has hastened the 
urgency behind themes within the 
book. He sees massive job losses 
caused by the coronavirus forcing 
a reckoning in which the public 
and governments must reimagine 

core elements of our health care 
system — and sooner than anyone 
expects.

“I think our reaction to this hor-
rible pandemic we’re having now 
could produce a wave of investment 
and innovation in biotechnology that 
defines the next 75 years,” he said. 
“The way that the industrialization 
of the modern world post-World 
War II has defined the past 75 
years.”

On the pandemic, he added: 
“If you imagine the safety net that 
people need right now, given the 
economic disruption, having that 
ubiquitous, cheap, high-quality 

health care would 
make an enormous 
difference in peo-
ple’s lives.”

What separates 
Scott from theorists 
and activists seek-
ing domestic health 
care transformation 
is he’s a powerful 
executive of a 
global tech leader 
already applying AI 
to medical science 
— including within 
the coronavirus 

fight.
Scott and Microsoft have spent 

recent weeks working with Seat-
tle-based Adaptive Biotechnologies 
on using AI to map the body’s 
immune system and how it reacts to 
individual diseases. Adaptive hopes 
to soon get a test for COVID-19 
— the illness caused by the novel 
coronavirus — into clinical trials, 
and having a detailed map of the 
body’s unique reactions to it would 
hasten that process.

Microsoft has used similar AI 
machine-learning tools in work with 
ImmunityBio to model the move-
ment patterns of the “spike protein” 
of the SARS-CoV-2 virus that 
causes COVID-19 to enter human 
cells. Doing that within weeks, 
instead of the months it typically 
takes, should help scientists work-
ing on COVID-19 treatments and 
vaccines.

Beyond the coronavirus crisis, 
Scott is mindful of what such map-
ping and early detection can mean 
for individuals.

“There are a whole range of 
machine learning systems that 

are getting better and better all 
the time at diagnostics,” he said. 
“And so, one of the challenges 
with providing good health care is 
detecting when someone is sick 
as early as humanly possible. So, 
the earlier you know that someone 
is sick … the higher the probability 
that they’re going to make a better 

recovery and get back to good 
health and productivity quickly.”

The book mentions Cardiogram, 
a San Francisco-based company 
Scott is an investor in, which has 
an application that uses heart 
rate data from fitness bands and 
smartwatches to predict conditions 
like stroke-causing atrial fibrillation, 

hypertension and Type 2 diabetes.
Scott also noted how biometric 

sensing “smart rings” are being 
worn by health care workers at 
Zuckerberg San Francisco General 
Hospital that monitor body tem-
perature, heart-rate data and blood 
oxygen saturation to predict early 
onset of COVID-19.

AI technology 
not only can 
improve the 

cost efficiency 
of health care 

delivery but also 
help overcome 

future pandemics.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
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Brazoria County Library SystemBrazoria County Library System

CLASSES PENDING

Reaching Out for Digital Memories
Please join us in creating a digital record of 

the county’s experiences during this difficult 
time.  

Tell us how you have been passing your 
time by writing a short message, uploading 
photos and videos or creating a voice record-
ing. Whether you want to shout out to a hero 
or simply share a smile, your submissions are 
welcome.

The submission process is free and takes 
only a few minutes. You are welcome to submit 
as many pieces of digital content as you would 
like. Before you submit, please make sure that 
your content is in keeping with the mission to 
connect with our neighbors and raise each oth-
er’s spirit and that it is your own original work. 

We encourage a wide range of submissions 
that celebrates the strength and compassion 
of communities in Brazoria County during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

You can upload your submissions using the 
Biblioboard /Reaching Out tab at the bottom of  
our library webpage: http://bcls.lib.tx.us
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tennis, just in case attorneys from 
Parker Brothers are reading this. 
The company bought the trademark 
from the British firm Jaques & Son 
Ltd. (I had to look that up.)

My two boys got to be pretty 
good. We played until the camp 
owner politely chased us out of the 
room late at night. 

I shared with them the skills I 
acquired from playing table tennis at 
Camp Cody during my high school 
and college years.  I worked at this 
live-away camp during the summers 
and had plenty of time to practice, 
since the work was not so hard - 
that’s one reason I kept going back.

I also told my children in great 
detail how I totally destroyed my 
eighth-grade math teacher in table 
tennis during a class field trip.

Then the boys grew up and went 
their own way. But table tennis is 
like riding a bicycle or swimming - 
once you learn it, you never forget it.

Bobby enlisted in the Air Force, 
was sent to Afghanistan twice and 
honorably discharged, and then he 
went to college, got a job and even-
tually moved to the other side of the 
country to work. 

All this time, though, he kept 
mentioning how he had been play-
ing table tennis and had become 
pretty good at it.

All I heard when we got on this 
subject is how I would not be able to 
score too many points against him 
when we play next, perhaps even 
no points at all.

That was unlikely, because you 

need 21 points to win, and I was 
bound to score a few points just out 
of pure luck, if he was that good, 
that is.

The friendly banter went on peri-
odically for years. When our paths 
crossed, though, we never had a 
chance to test out his refined skills 
- until now.

The stage was set: table, net 
(although the metal type that I don’t 
like), paddles, ball (the yellow one 
that these old, overworked eyes can 
see better).

I could feel the excitement in the 
air as the family anticipated the 
showdown.

“Let’s just practice for a while,” I 
suggested. And we did - for a long 
time. While the Air Force taught him 
how to be brave, and college, how 
to be smart, it doesn’t appear that 
they emphasized ping pong skills 
very much.

(I had to return to writing ping 
pong. Table tennis just takes too 
long and doesn’t sound as good.)

It was obvious. I felt obligated 
without even keeping score to 
declare myself as still the reigning 
ping pong champion of the Toth 
house.

It was all in fun, and I hope that I’ll 
soon get another chance to defend 
my self-declared title. Maybe this 
time we’ll even keep score.

Until then, son, practice, practice, 
practice. Because these eyes can 
still follow, and these hands can still 
smash and spin that yellow bounc-
ing ball.

Yes, it has to be yellow.

When you’re good in ping pong, there 
is no need to keep track of the score

(Continued from Page 1)

gastroenterologist, dermatologist. 
physiatrist and a pain management 
specialist. 

While watching a program on 
immigration, it occurred to me that 
all my doctors are most likely either 
immigrants or children of immi-
grants.

Let me be clear: I am delighted 
with each of my doctors and feel 
blessed to have them. There is also 
evidence that I am fortunate to have 
them.  

A study by Harvard medical 
researchers in 2017 published in 
the medical journal BMJ shows that 
Medicare patients treated by doctors 
from foreign medical schools had 
a lower chance of dying than those 
treated by U.S. medical graduates. 

Specifically, for every 250 people 
treated by American-trained doctors, 
one would still be alive if they had 
had a foreign-educated doctor 
instead.

The main reason for this, accord-
ing to most experts, is that the immi-
gration and medical requirements 
ensure that we get only the best and 
the brightest from other countries.

A similar study published in JAMA 

Internal Medicine showed that Medi-
care patients treated by female doc-
tors also were less likely to die than 
those cared for by male doctors. 

The authors of both studies are 
quick to point out, however, that ste-
reotypes overlook the individual and 
can lead to harmful conclusions. 

That didn’t stop comedian Louis 
CK on a Saturday Night Live 
episode from saying he has “mild 
racism” because of the following 
thoughts:

“Say I’m in a hospital, and the 
doctor comes in to treat me, and 
the doctor is from China or India. I’ll 
think, ‘Well, good, good, good. More 
of that.’”

According to Forbes magazine, 
almost 30 percent of all doctors 
in the U.S. are immigrants. The 
numbers increase to 50 percent 
for geriatric medicine, 47 percent 
for kidney specialists, 43 percent 
for cardiologists and 41 percent for 
critical care specialists.

Do you wait a long time for an 
appointment now? Imagine how 
long you would have to wait without 
doctors from other countries. 

But it is not just doctors. Roughly 
24 percent of dentists are immi-

Legal immigration enables our healthcare system to be staffed
(Continued from Page 1) grants, along with 20 percent of 

pharmacists and 16 percent of 
registered nurses.

Given the numbers, it should be 
no surprise that two of the go-to 
doctors dispensing medical advice 
on television during the pandemic 
are Dr. Sanjay Gupta, whose par-
ents immigrated to this country in 
the 1960s, and Dr. Ashish Jha, who 
arrived in this country in 1983. 

They both go beyond the head-
lines to offer insight into the battle 
against Covid-19. Gupta has won 
multiple Emmy Awards.

It should be pointed out that the 
United States is not the only country 
dependent on legal immigration. In 
the United Kingdom, where anti-im-
migrant sentiment gave rise to the 
Brexit movement, the health care 
system depends heavily on foreign 
doctors, who are now on the front 
lines fighting the pandemic.

Tragically, as of this writing, eight 
U.K. doctors have died from the 
coronavirus. All were immigrants. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

BC grad provides compassionate care during difficult times

Brazosport College nursing 
graduates are helping 
patients throughout the 

country and in a large number of 
differing healthcare fields. Some 
can be found in ER departments, 
others in hospitals or private clin-
ics, and even more in a variety of 
other medical disciplines.

John Lochmann, a member of 
BC’s 2013 Associate Degree of 
Nursing class, falls into this latter 
category. He is a Houston-area 
Hospice nurse.

Lochmann provides nursing 
care for terminally ill patients and 
helps them live as comfortably as 
possible with the least amount of 
pain during their final days.

Obviously, this is a profession 
that would be difficult for many 
people, but Lochmann takes pride 
in his ability to provide compas-
sionate care during these painful 
situations.

“I was a paramedic, and I’ve 
been in the ICU. I can say, without 
a shadow of a doubt, that people 

are alive today because of the 
work I’ve done,” he said. “But 
I’ve realized that end of life is just 
as important as saving lives. It’s 
rewarding to be able to give people 
dignity, respect and comfort as 
they are facing something incredi-
bly scary and isolating.”

As a Hospice nurse, Lochmann 

has encountered the affects of the 
COVID-19 Coronavirus and admits 
it’s been a heartbreaking experi-
ence.

“It has definitely made things 
more challenging, especially 
with the patients who are COVID 
positive, because they aren’t really 
letting the families interact very 
much,” he said. “It’s a far cry from 
how Hospice is supposed to work. 
As a result, the role of a Hospice 
nurse only increases because now 
we have to coordinate with the 
family in a way we’ve never had to 
do before.”

To date, Lochmann has had five 
COVID-19 patients, and he’s wit-
nessed things he will never forget. 
He’s seen how the disease has 
ravaged bodies, how it can spread 
through a lack of social distancing 
and how it can shatter families in a 
blink of an eye.

For Lochmann, being a nurse 
— and, in particular, a Hospice 
nurse — isn’t just a job. It’s a 
passion and a calling. Although he 

didn’t envision working in Hospice 
when he applied for BC’s nursing 
program nearly a decade ago, he 
truly believes he is exactly where 
he needs to be.

“I became a nurse for a reason,” 
Lochmann said. “It’s a different 
skillset, but everyone has their own 
specialty. The same type of person 
who is good under pressure is also 
good around intense emotions. I’m 
here to provide comfort in a situa-
tion that is very, very painful, and I 
strive to provide that.”

As for getting through the 
current pandemic, Lochmann’s 
biggest piece of advice is to have 
patience and treat each other with 

respect.
“Trust that the precautions we 

are taking, the recommendations 
that we are giving and the care 
that we are providing is the very 
best that we can do,” he said. “We 
all need to work together to get 
through this. Just be patient and 
kind to as many people as you 
can.

“We are all in this together.”
Brazosport College honors and 

salutes healthcare and medi-
cal personnel around the world, 
including our own graduates, many 
of whom are on the front lines 
fighting the COVID-19 Coronavirus 
pandemic.

John Lochmann at work.
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Brazosport College Psi Psi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa recently earned multiple awards, including being 
named as one of the top chapters in the world at the Phi Theta Kappa Virtual Catalyst Convention. Pictured 
are, top row from left, Gilbert Mwihaki, Amy Madrigal, Kimberli Ruddick, co-adviser Cassie Bruner; bottom row, 
Laysha Jimenez, Angela Elder, Caitlyn Freshour and co-advisor Alicia Hodge.

BC’s Phi Theta Kappa and officers 
earn awards at virtual convention
The Brazosport College Psi 

Psi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa 
recently earned multiple awards and 
accolades — including being named 
as one of the top chapters — at the 
Phi Theta Kappa Virtual Catalyst 
Convention.

The event — originally sched-
uled as an in-person conference 
in Grapevine, Texas — was held 
as a virtual conference due to the 
COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic’s 
restrictions on mass gatherings.  

The BC chapter had one of its 
best showings ever, including being 
named a Distinguished Chapter, 
which ranked the BC group in the 
top 36 out of approximately 1,300 
chapters worldwide. This is the 
second consecutive year the BC 
chapter has been recognized as a 
Distinguished Chapter.

Another highlight for the BC 
group was being named a Distin-
guished Officer Team, an extremely 
high honor only presented to 31 of 
the 1,300 chapters. Members of the 
BC officer team included Caitlyn 
Freshour, Amy Madrigal, Gilbert 
Mwihaki, Kimberli Ruddick, Laysha 
Jimenez and Angela Elder.

“This officer team set goals, met 
deadlines, executed meaningful 
projects and dealt with challenges,” 

co-advisor Cassie Bruner said. 
“They took on the two major proj-
ects, in addition to school, work and 
family obligations. Not only did they 
complete all of the requirements to 
maintain our 5-Star Chapter status, 
they also exceeded all expectations 
by landing us a spot in the top 36 
chapters in the nation and receiving 
awards for both of their projects.

“It was the cherry on top for them 
to be named as one of the Distin-
guished Officer Teams as they are 
very deserving of that accolade,” 
Bruner added. “Because of their 
hard work and dedication to this 
organization, they received an 
enormous amount of recognition, 
and they should be very proud. 
They have set the bar high for future 
officer teams.”

The BC team was honored for 
multiple projects, including a Dis-
tinguished College Project (one of 
51 named), Distinguished Honors 
in Action Project in Theme 7 Power 
of Connection (one of three named) 
and Distinguished Honors in Action 
Project (one of 51 named).  

BC’s Psi Psi advisors also earned 
numerous awards. Co-advisors 
Cassie Bruner and Alicia Hodge 
were named a Distinguished 
Advisor Team, while Bruner was 

presented a Distinguished Advisor 
award. Kelli Forde Spiers also 
earned a Distinguished College 
Administrator award.

To learn more about Brazosport 
College’s Psi Psi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, contact Cassie Bruner 
at cassie.bruner@brazosport.edu.

With their stocky bodies, wrinkly 
faces and short tails, bulldogs aren’t 
often associated with beauty. But 
we’re throwing out that conception 
and labeling bulldogs as beautiful.

Source: checkiday.com
Graphic: Staff, TNS

Bulldogs are cute, 
beautiful - sort of



Page 12  THE BULLETIN   May 5, 2020  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
Jumbles: PANDA  FABLE  VALLEY  UPHILL
Answer: The bird never got upset or perturbed and was always composed. He was -- UNFLAPPABLE

Q: What did the apostle Paul 
mean when he said he wanted to 
be all things to all men? It seems 
contradictory. - M.H.

A: The Apostle Paul never com-
promised the Gospel message. 
When he wrote to the Corinthians 
he said, we “endure all things lest 
we hinder the gospel of Christ” (1 
Corinthians 9:12). Paul didn’t con-
fine his message to the educated, 
as he was. From the Scriptures 
he preached to the weak, to the 
downtrodden, to the mighty, and to 
those in authority.

Paul went to the synagogues 
and reasoned with the Jews, and 
also the Gentiles, concerning 
Jesus. He preached in the mar-
ketplace, and scoffers said, “What 
does this babbler want to say?” 
Paul was given a forceful escort 
to the Areopagus, also known as 
Mars Hill, the court of law where 
people debated world problems. 
While on the way, the men said to 
him, “May we know what this new 
doctrine is of which you speak? 
For you are bringing some strange 
things to our ears. ... We want to 
know what these things mean” 
(Acts 17:19-20).

Why did they want to hear 
from Paul? He stood out from 
the crowd. He didn’t apologize 
for his message; he proclaimed 
it with boldness. Athenians were 
always seeking “some new thing,” 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

The Apostle Paul never 
compromised the Gospel message

From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

and they asked him to explain his 
message. Paul had observed their 
customs; their moral corruption 
was revealed by the hundreds 
of idols illuminated by the sun. 
They worshiped the constellations 
and the physical body, and they 
indulged every obsession that 
gave them pleasure. And in case 
they missed one, they had even 
erected a statue to represent the 
unknown god.

Paul went straight to the heart 
of their curiosity and declared 
God’s truth - without compro-
mise - and declared the one true 
God. The Lord blesses this kind 
of boldness and will strengthen 
His messengers every step of the 
way.

In other words, he’s gone from 
“take two and hit to right” to “take 
two and call me in the morning.”

Just kidding
Nickelodeon will air a kid-themed 

broadcast of an NFL playoff game 
this coming season.

As for who’ll man the booth, what 
better tandem for the ages 2-17 
demographic than two guys named 
SpongeBob and Booger?

Putting on hairs
Tar Heels basketball coach Roy 

Williams is growing a beard while he 
and his wife self-quarantine in the 
North Carolina mountains.

No word yet on whether it’ll be a 
one-and-done.

No Boston marathons
If the MLB season doesn’t start 

by July 1, we will have lost seven 
Yankees-Red Sox games.

In other words, 30 hours of rivet-
ing game action, down the drain.

Talking the talk
— Bob Molinaro in the Norfolk 

Virginian-Pilot, on the Rakuten Mon-
keys putting 500 robot mannequins 
in the stands as the Taiwan Chinese 
Professional Baseball League 
began play without live fans: “I 
wonder if they can do the wave.”

— Mike Hart of the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel, on the Pack-
ers landing QB Bart Starr as a 
17th-round draft choice: “The Kiper 
of 1956 probably called this pick a 
reach.”

— Ravens QB Robert Griffin 
III, via Twitter: “Whoever said one 
person can’t change the world never 

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Talk about setting a record in 
reel time during lockdown
Philip Du Plessis, on his 11th day 

of quarantine lockdown in Dubai, 
broke the late-evening monotony 
by casting a line from his apartment 
balcony into the brackish canal 
below and hauled in a bream on his 
second cast — from 50 feet above 
the ground.

As for his neighbors below, Du 
Plessis told the London Daily Mail, 
“They won’t be impressed in the 
morning with the dried fish slime 
across their living-room window.”

Headlines
— At TheOnion.com: “Quaran-

tined umpire cleans his entire home 
with tiny brush.”

— At Fark.com: “EXFL.”
Ill-fated skins game

Police in Vero Beach, Fla., 
arrested a 25-year-old woman who 
stripped down to her underwear in 
the middle of a street and started 
swinging a golf club.

Befuddled officers couldn’t decide 
which covering she needed the most 

— a straitjacket or a green jacket.
Attacking the net

Six-foot-6 Maxim Turgeon — he 
of the NHL Turgeon lineage — has 
signed to play volleyball at Thomp-
son Rivers University in Kamloops, 
B.C.

WolfPack fans can hardly wait 
to see him spike one through the 
five-hole.

Football quiz
HBO’s next iteration of “Hard 

Knocks” will feature:
a) L.A.’s Rams and Chargers
b) Mike Leach getting his reme-

dial “listening sessions” to learn 
“cultural awareness” at Mississippi 
State.

Kareem with the assist
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar donated 

1,800 goggles to health workers 
fighting the coronavirus at UCLA 
Health and Scripps Health in San 
Diego.

You’re on the clock, hockey goal-
ies. Let’s see some face masks.

The doctor is finally in
One-time Cardinals first baseman 

Mark Hamilton has just become, at 
age 35, Dr. Mark Hamilton.

ate an undercooked bat.”
— Yahoo baseball writer Hannah 

Keyser, via Twitter, after watching 
“Hoosiers” for the first time while 
quarantined: “I was not prepared for 
this much upper thigh.”

Attention, Astros
Updated catchers’ signals if the 

baseball season gets pushed all the 
way into December:

— one’s a fastball

— two’s a curveball
— three’s a snowball

Running on empty
Major League Baseball is con-

sidering opening its season in the 
Phoenix area by having teams play 
in ballparks without any fans.

Twenty-some teams immedi-
ately filed a protest, citing an unfair 
home-field advantage for the Miami 
Marlins.
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. The Center 

is closed for inside dining but take-out 
and Meals on Wheels is still available.

Wednesday, May 6: BBQ Chicken, 
squash casserole, zucchini & toma-
toes, carrots, tossed salad, biscuits, 
dessert.

Thursday, May 7: Meatballs & 
gravy, rice, turnip greens, lima beans, 
jello salad, garlic toast, dessert.

Friday, May 8: Sausage & onions, 
corn casserole beets, okra & tomatoes, 
pears & cottage cheese, sliced bread, 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

dessert.
Monday, May 11: Chili with beans, 

rice, hominy, beets, peaches & cottage 
cheese, crackers, dessert.

Tuesday, May 12: Birthday Celebra-
tion: Baked chicken, dressing, gravy, 
creamed potatoes, green beans, carrot 
& raisin salad, rolls, birthday cake.

For Meals on Wheels - call before 
9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals - 
call before 8 a.m. Take-out needs to be 
called in by 10:30 a.m. to be picked up 
at 11 a.m.
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week.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Any 

desire you may have for recognition 
could be fulfilled as the upcom-
ing week unfolds. Try to visualize 
achieving what you want. You may 
be more enthused than usual about 
appearing in public and attaining 
career success.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): This 
might be a day when you must 
simplify what you have to say to get 
a complicated concept across. You 
may have a chance to buy a beauti-
ful item that you’ve long dreamed of 
owning in the week ahead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Put 
inspirations into action. The people 
in your life can spark your imagi-
nation and help you find practical 
applications for your ideas. Enjoy 
a heightened sense of peace and 
understanding with loved ones this 
week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Someone could share romantic 
ideals or inspiring thoughts with you, 
but they won’t undermine practical 
considerations. Don’t hesitate to 
accept invitations or pursue the love 
interest of your dreams in the week 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Key 
relationships can take a turn for the 
better if you keep your promises. 
Because you are excited to make 
dynamic changes, you might cause 
someone to question your loyalty. 
Focus on being committed in the 
week ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Plan on spending blissful moments 
of togetherness with someone 
who puts the “R” in romance. Your 
imaginative ideas might be useful 
in a work environment as this week 
progresses, although they may not 
bring personal benefits.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Now 
is an excellent time to really think 
out any plans you make. You could 
be tempted to act on emotional 
impulses rather than logical deduc-
tions. Your charm and attractiveness 
are likely at a peak in the week 
ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): In 
the week ahead, you may become 
involved in a partner’s new inter-
ests. Although you may have found 
it more difficult to communicate with 
each other lately, the two of you can 
work together quite well later this 

ahead.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 

Your partner’s cheerful encourage-
ment or a friend’s support can build 
a welcoming environment, making 
it easier to succeed at any project. 
As this week unfolds, some financial 
pressures should be relieved.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You may have a deep interest in 
a creative or personal project that 
interferes with a family outing or 
other commitment. Avoid confron-
tations just to have your own way. 
Be willing to compromise in the 
upcoming week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Put some more effort into your 
appearance. People prefer to deal 
with those who appear prosperous 
and successful. Make yourself extra 
attractive and appealing and you 
should be successful.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Your high ideals might be compared 
to the giant waves of the ocean. You 
may continuously focus your efforts 
on achieving perfect tranquility this 
week, and friends will help. Buying 
more stuff may not bring satisfac-
tion.

May 5
1865 - The Thirteenth Amend-

ment was ratified, abolishing slavery 
in the U.S.

1891 - Music Hall was dedi-
cated in New York City. It was later 
renamed Carnegie Hall.

1912 - Soviet Communist Party 
newspaper Pravda began publish-
ing.

1925 - John T. Scopes, a biology 
teacher in Dayton, TN, was arrested 
for teaching Darwin’s theory of 
evolution.

May 6
1527 - German troops began 

sacking Rome, bringing about the 
end of the Renaissance.

1851 - The mechanical refrigera-
tor was patented by Dr. John Gorrie.

1937 - The German airship 
Hindenburg crashed and burned in 
Lakehurst, NJ. Thirty-six people (of 
the 97 on board) were killed.

May 7
1912 - The first airplane equipped 

with a machine gun flew over Col-
lege Park, MD.

1915 - The Lusitania, a civilian 
ship, was sunk by a German sub-
marine. 1,201 people were killed.

1926 - A U.S. report showed that 
one-third of the nation’s exports 
were motors.

1945 - Germany signed uncondi-
tional surrender ending World War 
II. It would take effect the next day.

May 8
1096 - Peter the Hermit and 

his army reached Hungary. They 
passed through without incident.

1945 - U.S. President Harry 
Truman announced that World War 
II had ended in Europe.

1984 - The Soviet Union 
announced that they would not 
participate in the 1984 Summer 
Olympics Games in Los Angeles.

May 9
1904 - The Great Western 

Railway Number 3440 City of Truro 
became the first railway locomotive 

to exceed 100 miles per hour.
1955 - West Germany joined 

NATO.
1958 - Richard Burton made 

his network television debut in the 
presentation of “Wuthering Heights” 
on CBS-TV.

May 10
1872 - Victoria Woodhull became 

the first woman nominated for the 
U.S. presidency.

1933 - The Nazis staged massive 
public book burnings in Germany.

May 11
1927 - The Academy of Motion 

Picture Arts and Sciences was 
founded.

1947 - The creation of the tube-
less tire was announced by the B.F. 
Goodrich Company.

1960 - Israeli soldiers captured 
Adolf Eichmann in Buenos Aires.

1998 - A French mint produced 
the first coins of Europe’s single 
currency. The coin is known as the 
euro.
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Major clothing chain
7 Free speech inhibitor?
15 Morsel
16 Tufted tweeter
17 Unspecific threat
18 “Right you are!”
19 “Women and Love” author Shere
20 Tach readings
22 Norwegian king during the Cold 

War
23 Serial sequence
24 Attributes
26 Door opener?
27 Where Martin Scorsese taught 
Oliver Stone: Abbr.
28 Rhein tributary
29 16th-century rulers
32 Archaeologist, at times
34 Capital of Kazakhstan

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
ROSE  LILY  IRIS  DAISY  LILAC  PEONY  TULIP  ORCHID

36 Disdained, with “at”
38 Mickey Rooney septet
42 Blue on screen
44 Last Supper query
45 Completely overhauled
48 Revival figs.
50 Texter’s appreciation
51 I, perhaps
52 Harsh
54 U.N. ambassador appointed by 
JFK
55 2008 Best New Artist Grammy 
winner
58 Sweet sign-off
59 King Ahab’s father
60 Different exercises performed 
consecutively
62 Boxer Rebellion setting
64 Cherish
65 Shady Records co-founder
66 Snakes
67 Event associated with warm 
climates and big midday meals

DOWN
1 Driving instructor’s reminder
2 “Star Trek: Voyager” actress
3 Initial encounter in a romcom
4 Fit
5 Frat letters
6 Former Nissan SUV
7 Hinders
8 “Bullets Over Broadway” Oscar 
winner
9 Sci-fi staples
10 Recess rejoinder
11 Stir up
12 Katy of “High Noon”
13 Sincere sign-off
14 Player of Kent
21 Flaunt
24 Fiction’s Lord Greystoke
25 Pringles alternative
30 Ill-conceived
31 Stand for 45-Down
33 First name in architecture
35 Hybrid cuisine
37 “Nos __”: 2000s French-Cana-
dian drama set in a summer home
39 Total assets?
40 One way to connect nowadays
41 Quality control process with an 
alphanumeric symbol
43 Allots
45 They involve insult comedy
46 Stomach
47 Superior, vis-ˆ-vis Michigan
49 Metaphors, e.g.
53 Wield
56 Vault
57 Language that gave us “plaid”
59 Tom Joad, e.g.
61 Flare producer
63 “Big four” record company
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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