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Our 1963 Through the eyes of a child: HemisFair ‘68 and guacamole Update on the
old green van
newspaper
We have been through
route debacle
a lot together, and it
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

By Edward Forbes
The Bulletin

It was during my junior year in
high school that we acquired the
newspaper delivery route. We had
the exclusive delivery rights for three
morning papers: The Austin American, The San Antonio Express and
The Houston Post; and for two afternoon papers: The Austin Statesman
and The San Antonio News. Donnis
and I were the morning delivery
persons, and mother delivered the
afternoon papers during the school
year.
The newspaper delivery business
was an educational experience, and
the lessons taught were varied.
Mother bought out the routes, and
we had to ride for several days with
the three guys who threw the route.
They taught us all the tricks.
You want to make someone sick?
(Continued on Page 6)
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My parents never had a lot of
money, but they always provided
my three siblings and I with new
experiences. We took annual
Spring trips into nature, and lots
of day and weekend trips to Texas
historic venues.
We’d already been to San
Antonio for the obligatory Alamo
and Missions trips, but in 1968,
San Antonio was making history,
and our family HAD to experience
HemisFair.
And for me personally, experi-

(Continued on Page 2)

How will a depleted Medicare program affect most of us?
The View from My Seat

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

About this time every year, the
government issues its sobering
report on Medicare’s future.
Years ago as a newspaper
editor, I felt compelled to publish
these dire warnings. Personally,
however, I didn’t worry much about
Medicare’s fate. After all, I was
younger, healthier and Medicare’s
insolvency seemed a long way off.
Surely, our esteemed lawmakers

SEE PAGE 9

would find a financial fix.
Well, the latest Medicare prognosis is out. It says Medicare’s hospital
insurance fund is expected to be
depleted in 2026.
That’s only 7 years away, folks.
Time flies when you are approaching insolvency.
Insolvency would mean doctors,
hospitals and nursing homes would
not receive their full compensation

from the program, and patients
could face more of the financial
burden.
For me, as a retiree with spinal
cord damage that has put me in a
wheelchair, Medicare has been a
blessing. It certainly has saved me
from financial ruin and maybe even
saved my life.
It has paid for medical specialists,
physical therapy, leg braces, drugs,
hospital visits and MRIs. Because I

(Continued on Page 11)

Boys of summer pride, code of honor needs to strike out
By Peter Funt

Special to The Bulletin

The boys of summer will be
boys, and it’s high time Major
League Baseball did something
about it.
The generally genteel game
is increasingly marred by senseless brawling among players

SEE PAGE 4
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and coaches. It seems baseball’s
age-old codes of honor, rooted in
“respect,” are colliding with modern
performance antics - such as
flipping one’s bat or staring at the
pitcher after hitting a home run. The
latest example, involving the Royals
and White Sox in Chicago recently,
played out like this:

In the fourth inning, Tim Anderson, the Sox shortstop, hits a home
run and emphatically heaves his
bat toward his own dugout. In the
twisted world of modern baseball,
such a gesture is considered
disrespectful. So, when Anderson
next comes to bat, the Royals
(Continued on Page 2)

Many years ago I decided to buy
the lot next to my house. The man
who owned it was glad to get it off
his hands, saying that he was tired
of mowing it and paying taxes on it.
I bought it so that no one would
build a house on it and box me in,
and to have a place for my kids to
practice their baseball, softball and
soccer. Sometimes the neighborhood kids even joined in for a
friendly soccer
match.
The kids
grew into
and I
By John Toth adults,
fenced in the
Editor and Publisher back part of
the lot to give my dogs more room to
run. But then the dogs got old, and
two of them died. The backyard sits
empty most of the time. But the front
part of it facing the street has some
of my cars parked on it, including my
1995 Dodge Caravan.
Some years ago, one of my
neighbors (I’m sure not those
around me because they know my
situation) stuck a nasty anonymous
note in my mailbox scolding me for
parking cars on the lot. “The owner
would not appreciate what you’re
doing if he finds out that you are
parking your cars there,” the note
stated.
The lot owner is … me. Actually, my wife, Sharon, and me. We
bought it in both of our names.
I’m pretty sure the letter was
sparked partly by the 1995 Dodge
Caravan, which had seen better
days. But I just didn’t have the heart
to get rid of it.

Ramblings

(Continued on Page 7)
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My parents sold cutting boards, we enjoyed the San Antonio HemisFair and I discovered green butter
(Continued from Page 1)

ence one of life’s little lessons.
It was the official 1968 World’s
Fair (or International Exposition)
held in San Antonio, from April 6
through Oct. 6, 1968. The fair was
held in 1968 to coincide with the
250th anniversary of the founding of
San Antonio in 1718. More than 30
nations and 15 corporations hosted
pavilions at the fair.
Mom and Dad owned a wood
working shop and made butcher
blocks, counter tops and cutting
boards for restaurant supply companies, and they had a customer

in San Antonio. By delivering to the
restaurant enough cutting boards
to fill the back of our station wagon,
“Lilly belle” (all our station wagons
had names), they could make the
trip pay for itself.
So, one summer morning, we
loaded up Lilly belle and off we
went on our HemisFair adventure.
No hotel reservations, no advance
tickets to the fair.
First, we delivered the cutting
boards to the restaurant supply
company. They knew there were
no available hotels without reservations. They paid our parents, but

I’LL BE BACK RIGHT AFTER BREAKFAST: A man broke into a
home in Lincoln Park, Mich., at 2:30 in the morning, swiped the keys to
the family’s Ford Explorer, and drove it to Taylor, where he purchased a
breakfast burrito at the McDonalds at 5:29 a.m. But, two hours after that,
he returned the vehicle, parking it across the street with the keys inside.
NO THANKS, CAPED CRUSADER, WE’VE GOT THIS: Upon
seeing police at a crime scene in Kelowna, British Columbia, a citizen,
who was dressed as Batman, pulled over to offer the cops his assistance.
They declined.
YEAH, RIGHT, HE SHOULD KNOW: A man got a badly misspelled tattoo on his chest that said, “Nolege is power.”
O.K., SIR, LICENSE AND REGIS-- … WHAT THE ?…: Police
pulled over a motorcycle driver in Liuzhou, China, and discovered that,
instead of a driver’s license, he had a handwritten piece of paper with his
picture glued to it. He said he thought that if he ever ran into police, he
could just shake it in their faces, and they’d send him on his way. “I didn’t
expect the traffic police to be so serious,” he said.
HIS STORY DIDN’T ADD UP: Police, who were called to the
Monroe, La., home of a man who said that he had been hit on the head
with an axe, said he had suffered no such injury. They did see that he
was high on drugs, and noticed that there was methamphetamine at the
residence. The man said the meth must have been put there by intruders
or “a ghost.” Investigators ruled that the claim “was not accurate.”
HE NEEDS TO WALK CAREFULLY: A man stole a chainsaw from
an equipment store in Fresno, Calif., by shoving it down his pants.
IF YOU LOVE ME, YOU’LL PAY UP, MOM: A woman in Manhattan faked her own kidnapping by sending pictures to her parents in
China showing her tied up and undressed in an effort to get them to pay a
$75,000 ransom. It didn’t work.
YOUR MOM IS JUST SO COOL, DUDE: A woman provided liquor
and marijuana to her teenage son’s friends at his birthday party at her
Harrisville, Utah, home. After having a few drinks herself, she changed
into a red and black lingerie outfit, and then danced for several of the lads
in attendance.
ONE MORE FOR THE ROAD: A man who crashed his car into
a ditch in Portage, Wisc., was informed by deputies that he would be
arrested for drunk driving for the eighth time, so he reached into his
vehicle, pulled out an open bottle of liquor and tried to drink it right in front
of the officers.

seeing us four kids, they quickly
arranged for tickets to the HemisFair and pulled enough strings to
get us into the Menger Hotel on the
Riverwalk.
While we waited for strings to
be pulled, they were kind enough
to entertain us with a new-fangled
thing – a microwave oven. It was
the size of a small house, and they
boiled water in a ceramic mug
– wow – magic!
Then we had our reservations
and left the restaurant supply
company to go to the hotel. We
unloaded our things, and we were
all hungry. The concierge told us
about a Mexican restaurant within
walking distance from our hotel.
It had been there for many years
and was very good, he said. I don’t
think anyone in the family had ever
eaten Mexican food before, but we
decided to go and chalk it up as
another experience from this trip.

Although business was brisk,
they found a table for us. We sat
down and began perusing the
menu. Absolutely nothing looked
familiar.
I saw the waitress deliver a meal
to the gentleman at the table next to
us. That didn’t look familiar, either.
And then it happened. The man
dipped his knife into a bowl of green
mushy stuff and started spreading it

on a tortilla.
I grabbed my Mom’s sleeve and
tugged on it until I had her attention. I loudly exclaimed (much to my
mom’s consternation): “We can’t
eat here Mom. Look, the butter is
green.”
The restaurant erupted in
laughter. I just had one of life’s
little lessons – the lesson of the
guacamole.

HemisFair ‘68 fun facts

• Dates open: April 6 - Oct. 6
1968
• Attendance: 6,384,482 paid.
International participants: More
than 30 nations.
• Total cost: $25,570,591.67 listed
in Financial Report for HemisFair.
Total cost listed, including participants, $156 million, according to the
San Antonio Hemisfair archives.

• Site acreage: 95.6 acres
• Ticket costs: $2 for adults; $1 for
children 2-11; under 2 free.
• In the end, the fair had a deficit
of $5-6 million, which was paid off
by subscribers who had pledged to
underwrite the fair if needed.
• The fair helped boost attendance at other San Antonio
landmarks.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
NATURE AND SEASONS
Q. With apologies to Pete
Seeger, “To everything, tern, tern,
tern, there is a season, tilt, tilt, tilt.”
Since the subject is seasons, let’s
also add “estivation” of African lungfish and summer and winter worker
bees in Western honeybee colonies.
Can you give these a turn?
A. “Earth has seasons because
its axis is tilted about 23.5 degrees,
exposing the Northern and Southern
hemispheres to fluctuating amounts
of direct sunlight during the year,”
says Gemma Tarlach in “Discover”
magazine. Animals have various
seasonal adaptation strategies,
such as migration, with birds being
the most famous migrators. The
Arctic tern, for example, flies from
far northern breeding grounds to
Antarctica and back again every
year. “Seasonal changes in oxygen
levels force many fish, crustaceans
and mollusks to relocate higher or
lower within the water column.” The
African lungfish, however, survive
even in the dry season by resorting
to estivation, a state of lower metabolism and inactivity that operates
much like hibernation does during
prolonged cold periods. “African
lungfish estivate after burrowing into
the soil to find permanent moisture,

or even secreting their own comfy
mucus onesie.”
Further, some insects like the
Western honeybee actually adapt
to seasonal change within a single
population: in temperate climates,
worker bees born in spring and
summer live for a few weeks, foraging and brooding. But winter bees
live six months or more, sustained
perhaps by a high level of a particular protein in their “blood.”
NEWER WORDS
Q. Word aficionados: What do
the following have in common—“upcycling,” “selfie,” “gamification,”
“mansplain” and “bingeable”?
A. They have all been incorporated into the English language
only in the last 25 years, though
they may have been in oral use
before being written down, says
Anu Gard on his “A.Word.A.Day”
website. Dating from 1994, “upcycling” means “the conversion of a
discarded object into something of
even higher value,” for example,
turning old tires into a bench or old
shoes into flower pots. “Selfie,” first
used in 2002, is, of course, “a selfportrait, typically taken with a phone
camera.”
The year 2008 gave us “gamification” and “mansplain”: “Gamification”
is “the application of game-related
elements to an activity to make
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it more engaging,” like awarding
points or adding surprises. “Mansplain,” blending “man” and “explain,”
means “to explain, especially to
a woman, in a condescending
manner, assuming ignorance on the
part of the person spoken to, while
the reverse is often true.”
Finally, “bingeable,” first documented in 2013, is defined as “able
to be consumed in rapid succession, typically said of entertainment,
such as movies, television, streaming video, etc.”
HIPPO SUNBLOCK
Q. Hipposudoric acid and norhipposudoric acid are unstable acidic
compounds that are remarkably
effective as sunblock — for hippos.
Explain, please.
A. In the sweltering African heat,
hippos cool off in rivers, lakes or
streams for up to 16 hours a day,
but the water provides no protection from the unrelenting exposure
to ultraviolet (UV) rays, says Dan
Lewis on his “Now I Know” website.
So, the hippos just “make their own
sunblock.” From below the skin’s
surface and excreted through the
pores is an orangish-reddish oily
glandular secretion containing particles that help scatter and absorb
UV light. When the two acidic
compounds combine, they harden
on the hippo and protect it for hours
on end.
“The substance is incredibly
resilient, outlasting the elements:
months after scientists collected and
left it untouched, sealed, on a shelf,
it was still free of bacteria, yeast and
fungi.”
As Lewis concludes: “The implications for human use are being
tested, but perhaps one day, we’ll
be putting on sunblock with SPFH–H, as in hippo.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin
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Bulletin set for Schlitterbahn ticket give-away contest
The Bulletin is getting ready to
launch its biggest Ticket GiveAway contest of the year - Schlitterbahn.
This is by far our most popular
contest. We give away several
ticket bundles each year, and you
can use them anytime, all season,
except for a few blackout days
when the park is filled to capacity.
This year we contracted for
only the Galveston park and plan
to give away a record number of

tickets. An entry blank will be published shortly. All you have to do
for a chance to win is fill it out and
send it in. You can maili it, scan
it and email it or scan it and fax
it. Make sure you fill out the part
about why you are entering the
contest. It is very important.
Also make sure that everything
is readable so that we can mail
you the tickets if you win. Please
use your best penmanship.
When it comes to giving you

the best deal for your money, The
Bulleltin cannot be outdone. The
paper is free, thanks to our advertisers, and you have a chance to
enjoy free major entertainment
events.
And, we bring you captivating features, news and columns
weekly. Nobody can beat that deal.
We hope you enjoy The Bulletin
each week. If you cannot pick it up,
you can always read us online at
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com.

Bulletin sends 10 readers to Galveston Historic Homes Tour
Some lucky readers are going to
enjoy this year’s Galveston Historic
Homes Tour free of charge, courtesy
of The Bulletin.
We have selected five winners
who entered our Ticket Give-Away
Contest for this event, which takes
place on the weekends of May 4-5
and May 11-12. The tickets are
good for any of these days.
We combined the newspaper
contest with our social media page
because of the limited time we had
to give away the tickets, which are
valued at $35 each. We could only
run the contest entry form once in
the paper. Thank you all for entering
on such short notice.
The five lucky winners are:
Jeffrey Nantkes of Angleton,

who told us that he loved history
and “I have not been to any of the
historical homes before.” (We hope
you enjoy the homes. They are not
only historical, but beautiful.)
Sharleen Bailey of West
Columbia, who has been planning
to go since moving back to the area
in 2000. “I would love to tour homes
in Galveston. Winning the tickets
would get my husband to actually
take me out of Brazoria County.”
(We hope you and your husband
have a great time.)
Lou Westbrook Bohot of
Lake Jackson, who wrote us that
he loves Galveston and is looking
forward to seeing “these wonderful
survivors.” (Not only are they survivors of multiple hurricanes, some

even the big one in 1900, but they
have been brought back to original
condition by owners who love history and restoring homes.)
Allyson Noelle Smith of
Angleton, who told us that touring
the homes will be part of her birthday weekend. (Happy birthday!)
Jonathan McDaniel of Angleton, who said he planned to take his
family, including “three young kids”
to the event and “let them see all
the history.”
We recommend dressing comfortably. The lines sometimes get long
at the more popular homes. But it is
worth the wait, and you’ll be in good
company. Thank you for entering
the contest, and for reading The
Bulletin. And, congratulations.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Wal-Mart heiress Elizabeth Paige Laurie returned her USC degree
when it was revealed that she used to have another student complete her
school work for years.
• The date Feb. 31 is sometimes used on gravestones when the exact
date of birth or death is unknown.
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Say a special thanks to mom on Mother’s Day – and every day
By Stephanie Gizella Johnson
The Bulletin

Mother’s Day is approaching,
and it is time to celebrate mom.
We should celebrate moms every
day because being a mom is hard.
Moms have a lot on their plate, but
somehow they make it look easy.
My mom has three kids, and I
am the youngest. My parents both
worked for the Houston Chronicle,
and then they decided to start their
own newspaper in Brazoria County.
I had just turned 1-year-old when
they started the paper. My mom is
the co-publisher, and has been for
25 years. She constantly stays busy,
but somehow always manages to
put her kids first.
In my childhood years, mom
took me anywhere I wanted to go.
I remember trips to the Angleton
Library at least once a week for sto-

but she also wanted us to have our
freedom. She ended up staying in
her car the entire concert. She was
rytime. That was my favorite place
of chocolates or a surprise waiting
right there when we left the music
as a kid, and mom always made
for me. It always cheered me up
venue. When I look back at this, I
sure that I was there, even with her
and changed my outlook on the day.
think about how boring that must
busy schedule.
She also took my friends and I
have been for her.
She always genuinely took care
to my first concert in Houston. We
I remember my
of me. If I was sick,
first heartbreak.
she would do anything
“It may be possible to gild pure gold, but who can
Guess who was
for me. She catered
make
his mother more beautiful?” —Mahatma Gandhi
there? There are
to my every need to
“Youth fades; love droops; the leaves of friendship
just certain things
make sure that I got
fall; A mother’s secret hope outlives them all.” —Oliver you can talk to your
better. She is selfless,
mom about that are
and always made sure
Wendell Holmes
off-limits for dads,
that her children were
“Motherhood is the biggest gamble in the world. It is
and this was one of
taken care of first,
the glorious life force. It’s huge and scary – it’s an act
them. I remember
before herself.
of infinite optimism.” —Gilda Radner
my mom telling
I remember on
me that I will laugh
Valentine’s Day I would
hit rush hour traffic and needed to
about this in a couple of year. I look
always get a little upset because I
find the venue before the concert
back and think about how funny all
would never get that many Valstarted. This was before Google
that was, and how her prediction
entines Day cards (before it was
Maps. We had printed out direccame true.
mandatory to give every kid in class
tions.
I got married in 2016, and guess
one.) I would come home a little
She didn’t want to leave us there,
who was my wedding planner? She
sad, and my mom would have a box

took care of every single detail for
me. I was busy working and going to
school, and without her my wedding
probably wouldn’t have happened
as smoothly.
She was the person responsible for making sure it turned out
perfectly. She could probably be a
wedding planner after the magic she
worked on mine.
I have many more stories that I
could write about mom. Thank you
mom for showing me that a woman
can be anything and do anything.
Thank you for teaching me to be
selfless, kind and humble at all
times. Thank you for being you.
Happy Mother’s Day to all the
moms. I hope this story brings back
great memories. Make sure to tell
your mom you love her and reminisce about the good times. If you
are a mom, keep up the good work.
Your children will appreciate it when
they get older.
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Before the Internet, newspaper carriers faced the wrath of Khan if the delivery wasn’t made just right
(Continued from Page 1)

Put them in the back seat with
bundles of papers and tell them
to roll them. The smell of the ink
makes you queasy after a bit. It’s
even more effective in cold weather
with the heater going.
You could have the added attraction of buying them fried pies or
some greasy food. It wouldn’t last
long.
When we got comfortable with
the route, we switched to our car
with one of the experienced guys for
a week. I drove and threw papers.
Donnis rolled the papers. Initially
I think we used rubber bands and
then switched to string because it
was cheaper.
The papers were bagged on days
it threatened rain. Double-bagging
the papers is more effective than
tying a knot in the end of a single
bag, a tried and true practice of
experience carriers. Soon we were
on our own.
In the dark ages before the
Internet, missing a house was akin
to barn-burning in rural America.

You could make a jovial person
transform into a banshee, and a
kind grandmotherly woman into a
screaming shrew by missing their
home with the morning paper.
Equally unforgivable was delivering a wet paper. The phone would
light up with irate calls for any transgression. We learned to be efficient,
or face the wrath of mother, who
had to take calls and deliver the
goods while we were in school.
Up at 5 a.m., Donnis and I quickly
dressed to pick up all the bundles of
newspapers at the drop-off site. The
site was a former car dealership on
Hwy. 90 in a dying business district
of Luling.
It was a recessed, short-curved
driveway that had accessed a showroom in its former life. Now it was a
convenient location for the trucks to
drop off and for us to sit out of the
elements and roll as many papers
as we could to get our route started.
We had to be on the road delivering
by 5:30 a.m. at the latest.
I drove and threw the rolled
papers while Donnis continued to

NEW RENOVATIONS
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roll like crazy to keep a supply of
papers for me. This was complicated because we had to keep the
three different papers separated.
Fortunately for us, the Houston
Post had a small circulation in the
nearly 160-mile distant town of
Luling. The San Antonio and Austin
papers were of more local interest.
The Houston Post was also the
least reliable about arriving at the
drop-off. It was delivered by the bus
and was frequently late. I digress
because this story is about one
paper and one customer.
Mrs. Little Old Lady was a sweet
lady who paid her bill on time and
seldom complained about our
service.
One day during a cold spell she
called and asked our mother if we
could throw her paper on her porch
instead of the yard.
This simple request was complicated by the geographical location
of her home. It was in an older
neighborhood, a section of town
with a few oil pump jacks (now fancifully decorated for the Watermelon
Thump). Her house was unusual
because the street made a sharp
descent beginning before the end
of her lot.
“Donnis, we have to get Mrs.
Little Old Lady’s paper on her porch.
It sets pretty far back and pretty
high. Any suggestions?”
“Well, maybe we could drive a
little faster and sorta aim at the
door.”
This seemed eminently reasonable to me, and now only required
some logistics to accomplish our
goal. We delivered the area south of
Hwy. 90 first and then crossed the
railroad tracks to deliver the north
side of town. Her home was to the
east off Hwy. 183.
Our initial run by her home was
done at about 35 MPH. I grabbed
the paper with my right hand,
transferred it to my left and threw it
in front and over the hood of the car.
BAM, it hit the lip of the porch floor
and bounced back into the yard.
“Darn it, Donnie, I missed the

porch!” I yelled.
Our only recourse was to try
again. We finished that area and
before going west of Hwy 183, we
made another loop by her home.
This time we boosted our speed to
about 45 mph. I released the paper
and heard it hit on the porch! We
were ecstatic and continued on our
way.
That afternoon when we got
home after school mother cornered
us.
“I got ‘nother call from Mrs. Little
Old Lady this morning. She said to

tell the boys that the paper on the
sidewalk is just fine.”
“I don’t understand, we got it on
the porch this morning,” I protested.
“Well yes you did. It hit her screen
door and knocked it off the hinges,
and scared the heck out of her,” she
said.
We continued to throw her paper
by or on the sidewalk as close to the
porch as we could.
We never thought about stopping
and carrying the paper to her porch.
Upper management never suggested it, either.
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Green van that wouldn’t quit is more than just a van

to us couldn’t stop talking about
that I own the lot and the green van
how good it looked. That was worth
is in working condition, but didn’t
The van took the family to
the trip all by itself.
know who to approach.
Orlando one winter. One of my
Earlier this spring when it was
Then I started thinking. If I don’t
boys even got sick and threw up
still rainy and very cold, I got the old
want to get rid of the van, I need to
in the back seat. I had to get some
van stuck in the mud on the far side
bring it back to near-mint condition
vomit-be-gone and clean it up. It
of the lot, and just left it there. It was
and make it a reliable vehicle again.
transported the kids to youth sports
caked with mud and looked a lot
It does no good just sitting around
practices and even took a baseball
like it used to before the new paint
with only memories inside, and
right in the windshield during a Little
job. It stayed like
it surely is not
League practice.
Even though it looked that for weeks.
making at least
I campaigned for the position of
I hate the cold,
one neighbor
Brazoria County Judge in this van
very happy. It did dilapidated, there were and the last thing
in 1998. It held up better than the
to do
look somewhat
campaign.
too many memories in Iiswanted
fool with it.
run-down.
My sons learned how to drive in
After a lot of
that van. My daughter painted the
the van to get rid of it. I’ll take care of
it when it gets
mechanical, body
passenger side corner of the windwarmer and drier, I thought. It’s on
and interior work at local shops, the
shield during one practice when she
my lot and not bothering anyone.
van became new and improved.
got bored. I left it like that for years.
Then the registered letter came
Maybe just improved. I love driving
The van sat in the back of the lot
from the city that I have 10 days to
it. There aren’t that many of them
for a while, which, I’m sure, helped
get rid of all the abandoned vehicles
around anymore. We took it to Surfprompt the anonymous note. I
on my lot, or the city would do it and
side Beach once, and the guy next
wanted to respond to it and explain
charge me a fee and fine me.
But I only had working, registered
and insured cars on the lot, with
one sort of looking like it could be
abandoned, being splashed with
mud.
We Specialize in Fences
I called the city and straightened
out
everything, but once again I
Privacy Custom Fences Chain Link
realized that I should have taken
Farm & Ranch Custom Gates
better care of that old van. After all,
5-Year Warranty on All Work
it was built in 1994 and deserved
respect - or to be sold, but I wasn’t
Call us today for a FREE estimate
going to do that.
(979)900-7437 www.newrenovations.net
The old trooper is now back in
5�shining pretty and being
action,
YEAR
used
on a regular basis. It even
WARRANTY
ON ALL� a newspaper route every
distributes
WORK
now and then and often takes me to
the post office.
When I’m in it, I think of the days
when my younger son begged to
let him drive it and held a death
grip on the steering wheel each
time another car passed us on the
mostly empty country road.
“Dad, there is a curve coming up.
I don’t know if I’ll make it,” he said
nervously. He made it.
I think of the time when my
daughter decided to give her new
Furby some orange juice on our
way back from Orlando because
the toy said it was thirsty. The juice
short- circuited it, and the Furby
became silent. It had a short, but
fulfilling life and was thirsty no
more.
Now, how could I ever get rid of
the old green van? Other cars are
just a mode of transportation. The
green van is family.
(Continued from Page 1)

NEW RENOVATIONS
FENCE COMPANY

CP Chem plants receive safety awards
Chevron Phillips Chemical
Company LP today announced the
American Fuel and Petrochemical
Manufacturers (AFPM) honored
five of its Texas plants with the
Elite Silver Safety Award for 2018
performance.
The honor recognizes the nation’s
top 5 percent of refining and petrochemical manufacturing facilities
based on personnel and process
safety performance.
The following Chevron Phillips
Chemical facilities received the
prestigious safety award: Alamo
(Conroe), Cedar Bayou, Pasadena
Plastics Complex, Port Arthur and
Sweeny/Old Ocean. AFPM presented teams from each location
with the annual award during its
National Occupational and Process
Safety Conference on April 25 in
Grapevine, Texas.
“This recognition reflects Chevron
Phillips Chemical’s longstanding
tradition of safety and caring for
employees, contractors, customers and the communities where we
operate,” said Kate Holzhauser, vice
president of environment, health,
safety and security. “The company’s
commitment to Our Journey to Zero
strategy is what continues to propel
us in the right direction to eliminate
high-potential and high-consequence process and personnel
safety events. This award is a testa-

ment to our progress.”
Each year, members of AFPM’s
Safety & Health Committee select
the recipients for the Elite Silver
Safety Award.
The recognition is part of the
AFPM Safety Awards, a comprehensive initiative promoting
accident prevention in the petroleum
refining and petrochemical manufacturing industries. AFPM’s Elite
Silver Safety Award honors those
companies who have demonstrated
excellent program innovation and
leadership in occupational safety
and health.
Chevron Phillips Chemical retains
a top-quartile safety record among
peer member companies for combined employees’ and contractors’
recordable incident rates, based on
the latest available data reported by
the American Chemistry Council’s
(ACC) Responsible Care program.
The company also is active in
the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration’s (OSHA) Voluntary
Protection Program, with 18 of 18
wholly-owned U.S. facilities designated as OSHA VPP Star Sites.
Among its many other safety awards
received in recent years, the company was the 2016 recipient of the
ACC’s Responsible Care Company
of the Year, and it received 18 safety
awards from the Texas Chemical
Council for 2017 performance.

DID YOU KNOW
Mr. Rogers would wake up at 5 a.m. each morning, so he would have
enough time to respond to every fan that wrote him a letter. Many kids
wrote to him about personal issues, and they each received a personal
response. He would get between 50 and 100 letters each day.
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• The first Mother’s Day was
celebrated in 1908. Anna Jarvis
honored her mother, Ann Jarvis,
with a memorial. Ann Jarvis had
started a committee in 1868 to
establish ‘Mother’s Friendship
Day’. Her motivation had been
to reunite families after the Civil
War. She died in 1905, before
Mother’s Day became a holiday.
• In 1912, Anna Jarvis trademarked both ‘Mother’s Day’ and
‘the second Sunday in May’. She
also created Mother’s Day International Association.
• Mother’s Day became a
recognized holiday in 1914 in the
United States.
• By the 1920s, it had become
so commercialized already that
Anna Jarvis was disappointed.
• The most common flower for
Mother’s Day is the carnation;
pink and red for mothers who
are alive and white for those who
have passed away.
• Common gifts on Mother’s
Day include: flowers, dinner or
lunch in a restaurant, jewelry, gift
cards, clothing and treats, such
as a trip to a spa.
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Havlicek vs. Bird: who
wins? Turns out it was
Hondo — by TKO
The two Celtics legends — whose
NBA careers missed overlapping
by two years — once went one-onone anyway after Bird, 16 1/2 years
Havlicek’s junior, bragged he would
have dominated had the two ever
played.
As Havlicek, who died recently
at 79, once told The Boston Globe:

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
“I said, ‘Fine, let’s go right now.’ I
made a swipe for the ball, but in
doing so I hit him in a very tender
spot. He went down and stayed
down for a good two minutes.
“I said, ‘That’s it. You lose. You
aren’t tough enough to have played
in my day.’ ”
Grass is Greener Dept.
Oregon is producing more marijuana than it can legally sell, as in a
surplus of 1 million pounds.
In a related story, demands to be
traded to the Portland Trail Blazers

From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Jesus is a hero, but not a superhero

Q: I have taught children for
years and know how impressionable they are. A church in the area
presented a play with someone
portraying Jesus as a cultural
superhero. I discouraged parents
from taking their children to see it.
Was I wrong? - C.T.
A: The dictionary defines a
“superhero” as a “benevolent
fictional character.” While Jesus
Christ is certainly benevolent, He
is not fictional but the One and
only Son of God clothed in human
flesh. His purpose was not to save
people from a villain, but from sin.
Children need to understand
that Jesus performed miracles that
transformed people’s lives - He
didn’t come to entertain mankind.
He is not a caped crusader - He
is the crucified Christ. He is not
make-believe - He is Master. He
is not a legend - He is Lord. He

isn’t created by fantasy - He is
favored by God. He is not an icon
- He is the Intercessor. He is not
a force - He is the Forgiver. He
is not imaginary - He is infallible.
He does not vanish into exile - He
redeems to the end. He is not a
virtual winner - He is the Victor. He
does not resemble hope - He is the
resurrection of hope. He is not a
revolutionary - He is the Righteous
Ruler. He is not a superhero who
falters - He is the Savior who rescues. He is not a knight in hiding
- He is the coming King.
God bless teachers who love
the Lord and impart truth to their
students. While fantasy encourages creativity in children, we must
remember that when it comes to
the things of God, truth is what is
most important.
God gave us children so we
could prepare them to become
adults. Let’s remember to “train up
a child in the way he should go”
(Proverbs 22:6).
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

just shot through the roof.
More chlorine, please
Italian swimmer Andrea Vergani
has been suspended after testing
positive for cannabis.
Guess WADA officials weren’t
buying the old “somebody must’ve
dumped their bong water in the
swimming pool” excuse.
Overtext
An Arizona woman was jailed
after sending 159,000 texts to a
man after just one date.
Thus breaking the record previously set by overzealous Alabama
fans to a five-star recruit.
Playing through
Ex-MLB outfielder Eric Byrnes
broke a speed-golf record by playing 420 holes in 24 hours.
Now, if he could only do something about the length of baseball
games.
Who Dat Mad, Bro?
Americans’ anger, stress and
worry in 2018 reached their highest
levels in a decade, according to a
new Gallup poll.
And if you think the angst was
bad then, you should have seen
Saints fans in late January.
A big Giant zero
Maybe Giants fans ought to emulate their Dodger counterparts and
start showing up fashionably late.
Alas, the Giants failed to score
a first-inning run in their first 25
games this season.
Next!
The trigger-happy Phoenix Suns
are looking for their seventh head
coach in eight years.
In keeping with the theme, arena
workers just installed a turnstile in
front of the coaches’ bench.
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Young or old, pay attention to how politics is changing Medicare Historic sites can apply for grants
(Continued from Page 1)

have a history of shoulder pain that
is aggravated by using the wheelchair, Medicare even paid for an
assist device that powers the wheelchair when needed. I can think of
nothing that has been disallowed.
All this comes at a cost, of
course. Because of my spinal cord
injury I not only have Medicare Part
A (covers hospitalization) but also
Part B (covers doctors visits and
other outpatient care),
Part D (covers drugs) and a
private supplemental plan that picks
up where Medicare leaves off. I pay
premiums on everything but Part A.

Handling my insurance needs this
way has allowed me to stay with
the specialists of my choice and
not worry about copayments and
deductibles every time I visit the
doctor … and I need to see a lot of
doctors. I end up paying more for
insurance, but my yearly costs are
pretty much fixed.
But what is good for me may not
be good for others. There are other
options. For many people, private
Medicare Advantage plans may be
the better way to go.
They are generally cheaper, but
they charge for copays and deductibles, and enrollees must stick with

the plan’s network of providers, or
pay a penalty.
No matter which Medicare option
you choose upon retirement, it is
clear there are developments that
are worrisome.
First, for most people enrolled
in Part B, there was only a modest
premium increase from $134 in
2018 to $135.50 in 2019. Medicare’s trustees are looking at bigger
increases in 2020. A final figure is
expected in the fall.
Also, Medicare, in a major test
case, is wrestling with what to do
about new types of cancer treatments called CAR T cell therapy.
The “personalized” treatments
have been proven to be remarkably
effective but are extremely expensive and will put added strain on
Medicare’s finances.
The cost of two new CAR T
cell treatments can easily exceed
$750,000 each, including the cost of
the therapy, the doctor and hospitalization.
Cancer patients, doctors and drug
companies are urging the Trump
administration to approve broad
coverage. Not surprisingly, insurance companies are pushing for
more restrictions.
Finally, it is estimated it would
take a payroll tax increase of 0.91
percentage points to fully address
Medicare’s shortfall, or a 19% cut in
spending.
With the problem that was once
far down the road now just around
the corner, it is mandatory that both
parties put fixing Medicare on the
front burner.
Unfortunately, lawmakers appear
more interested in hurting the other
guy than healing Medicare.
The longer we wait, the harder
the problem will be to solve, as
health care costs regularly outpace
inflation and economic growth.
Even if you are not retirement
age, pay attention this upcoming
election. Your time will come …
faster than you think.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com)

The Texas Historical Commission (THC) has launched its Hurricane
Harvey Disaster Assistance Program to help historic resources impacted by
Harvey, one of the worst weather disasters in U.S. history.
The State of Texas was recently awarded more than $12.3 million in federal grants from the National Parks Service’s Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and
Maria Emergency Supplemental Historic Preservation Fund (HIM ESHPF).
Owners of historic resources in Texas damaged by the 2017 hurricane
can apply for grant funding to supplement costs for projects involving
recovery and repair of historic properties; survey and inventory of historic
properties to determine National Register eligibility and degree of damage;
or disaster readiness, including planning and historic preservation education.
“Preserving its historic resources has always been a top priority for
Texas,” said Mark Wolfe, executive director of the Texas Historical Commission. “We look forward to helping restore treasured properties and places
across the state that were impacted by Harvey.”
The THC is accepting grant applications now until 5 p.m., Friday, May 24.
Applications will be considered at the THC’s July 26 quarterly meeting in
Paris, Texas.
For more information, contact the THC’s Architecture Division at (512)
463-6094.
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I went to a boxing match and a baseball game broke out
(Continued from Page 1)

pitcher, Brad Keller, plunks him in
the backside with the first pitch.
Benches and bullpens clear, there is
much chest puffing and bloviating,
and it takes seven minutes for order
to be restored.
I asked a friend who was on
the field about the incident. “Every
home run now seems to be an
event to celebrate,” he said. “When
there’s a fight, everyone leaves his
position. Not cool or acceptable to
watch your teammates brawl while
you sit on the bench.”
Ten days earlier in Pittsburgh,
benches cleared after Pirates
pitcher Chris Archer threw behind
the back of Cincinnati Reds hitter
Derek Dietrich. Why? Because in
his previous at-bat Dietrich homered
and stood at home plate for two or
three seconds admiring his majestic
shot into the Allegheny River. That,
according to code, “showed up”
Archer.
Such stuff happens repeatedly
during each baseball season.
Major League Baseball insists it’s
unwelcome - and fines and suspen-

sions are usually handed out - but
the truth is MLB knows fans enjoy
it. YouTube is packed with “Best
Brawls” videos. In fact, after the
incident in Chicago, MLB posted its
own video within minutes.
Underscoring MLB’s ambivalence
is its new marketing campaign, “Let
the Kids Play,” which celebrates bat
flips and other on-field antics. But
these very displays provoke fights
and subsequent penalties handed
down by MLB’s disciplinary arm.
The National Basketball Association was plagued by fighting until a
bloody melee 15 years ago involving the Indiana Pacers and Detroit
Pistons at the Palace of Auburn Hills
in Michigan. A seemingly routine
foul led to a brawl among players
that spread into the stands.
Following the game, the NBA
suspended nine players, with a total
cost in docked salaries of $11 million. Five players and five fans also
faced criminal charges. As gruesome as the “Malice at the Palace”
was, it essentially marked the end of
fighting in the NBA. Today, players
face immediate ejection if they leave
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the bench during an altercation.
Contrast that with the nonsense
in baseball that has pitchers
and catchers racing hundreds of
feet from bullpens to home plate
whenever some feel disrespected.
The players’ own Kangaroo Courts
will fine anyone who fails to join the
battle.
Equally culpable are most baseball announcers, many of whom
are former players. As the Chicago
brawl unfolded, broadcasters from
each city defended their players,
protesting “disrespect” and supporting the wisdom of throwing at a
batter “below the waist” so the injury
is not too severe. MLB later edited
its highlight video to eliminate the
remarks.
Every team has a few bad actors
who usually find themselves at the
center of diamond dust-ups. Hunter
Strickland, who pitched for the
Giants until recently, had a nasty
habit of throwing at hitters when
angered by their facial expressions.
In 2017 Strickland hit Bryce Harper,
then of the Nationals, and in the
ensuing brawl Strickland’s teammate, Michael Morse, received a
head injury that ended his career.
The worst thing about baseball’s
foolishness - beyond the danger it
poses to players, the example it sets
for kids, and the delays it causes in
games - is that it can so easily be
stopped. Immediate ejection and a
fine for leaving the bench or bullpen
would pretty much take care of it, as
it has in the NBA.
Maybe it’s just theater. Perhaps

Nolan Ryan vs. Robin Ventura
on Aug. 4, 1993. It went one
round. Ventura was ejected from
the game. Ryan was not. This is
probably one of the most famous
of all fights in MLB history.

MLB is so concerned about slumping attendance that it’s willing to
“let the kids play” when it comes to
fighting.
More likely, though, is that
baseball can’t escape its own dated
customs. The Great American Pastime isn’t about to change, at least

not without a fight.
(A list of Peter Funt’s upcoming
live appearances is available at
www.CandidCamera.com. Peter
Funt is a writer and speaker. His
book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is
available at Amazon.com and
CandidCamera.com.)
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home life.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You
can solidify your position on the
career front this week. Work toward
improving a relationship that is
important to you. The stars are on
your side so go for the gold and
make life a more enriching experience.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The
person who cares the most about
your future and your money is
you. Other people may try to give
you advice in the week ahead, but
you are the best person to make
decisions about how your money is
spent.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): This
could be a good week to make a
long-term commitment or to change
something of importance such as
your career. Because your charisma
is enhanced you are in a good position to interview for a new job.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Some changes may be for the
better. In the week ahead, you may
have an urge to resist a change but
by cooperating, you will find that a
relationship is strengthened. You
could be surprised by someone’s

confidence in you.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): During the week ahead, it is
important to provide the services
you already have on your agenda
and live up to your promises. Ample
rewards will come your way and
confidence in your abilities will grow.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
You may need to free yourself of
self-imposed restraints before you
can make a guarantee to another.
In the upcoming week your ambitions may need to be placed into
perspective so that you can be fair
to someone else.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
You possess a fertile imagination
when money is the subject. Let your
ideas sprout into valuable assets in
the week ahead. A member of your
family could experience some happy
changes and beneficial transitions.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
This is a week when your wildest
dreams can come true because
your faith and optimism will help
overcome doubts and dilemmas.
Buy something that reflects your
good taste or is of high quality early
in the week.

MAY 7
0558 - The dome of the church
of St. Sophia in Constantinople collapsed. It was immediately rebuilt
as ordered by Justinian.
1525 - The German peasants’
revolt was crushed by the ruling
class and church.
1763 - Indian chief Pontiac
began all out war on the British in
New York.
1789 - The first U.S. Presidential
Inaugural Ball was held in New
York City.
MAY 8
1096 - Peter the Hermit and
his army reached Hungary. They
passed through without incident.
1794 - Antoine Lavoisier was
executed by guillotine. The French
chemist discovered oxygen but
was branded a traitor for trying to
reform taxes by a rival scientist.
1794 - The United States Post
Office was established.
MAY 9

1754 - The first newspaper
cartoon in America showed a
divided snake “Join or die” in “The
Pennsylvania Gazette.”
1785 - Joseph Bramah patented
the beer-pump handle.
1904 - The Great Western
Railway Number 3440 City of Truro
became the first railway locomotive
to exceed 100 miles per hour.
MAY 10
1503 - Christopher Columbus
discovered the Cayman Islands.
1773 - The English Parliament
passed the Tea Act, which taxed all
tea in the U.S. colonies. This may
have been a mistake by the British.
1775 - Ethan Allen and Colonel
Benedict Arnold led an attack on
the British Fort Ticonderoga and
captured it from the British.
MAY 11
1889 - Major Joseph Washington
Wham takes charge of $28,000
in gold and silver to pay troops at
various points in the Arizona Ter-

ritory. The money was stolen in a
train robbery.
MAY 12
1847 - William Clayton invented
the odometer.
1888 - Charles Sherrill of the
Yale track team became the first
runner to use the crouching start
for a fast break in a foot race.
MAY 13
1787 - Captain Arthur Phillip left
Britain for Australia. He successfully landed 11 ships full of convicts
on January 18, 1788, at Botany
Bay. The group moved north eight
days later and settled at Port
Jackson.
1821 - The first practical printing
press was patented in the U.S. by
Samuel Rust.
1880 - Thomas Edison tested
his experimental electric railway in
Menlo Park.
1897 - Guglielmo Marconi sent
the world’s first wireless communication over open sea.

History of the World On This Day

Jumble
Jumbles: TAKEN TRUMP COBALT CALMLY
Answer: The cattle rancher wanted to stock up, so he went to the -- BULL MARKET

ARIES (March 21-April 19): As
this week unfolds, your love life can
take a turn for the better. Someone
close may show you more affection.
Since Mercury is in your sign, you
may notice that the more you learn
the easier it is to make connections
with other people.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Fame is the name of the game.
Work hard in the week ahead to
impress people with your honesty
and integrity. You can receive
recognition for your efforts and
make progress in ways that bring an
overall sense of happiness.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): If
you want to make better connections with others and develop friendships in the week ahead you should
stockpile some interesting talking
points. Gather topics from your
news feed, social media, newspapers, books or magazines.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Focus on making new connections
in the week ahead. Strike up a conversation with a stranger, and by the
end of the discussion you could be
firm friends or have some refreshing
information that could impact your
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MR. MORRIS

By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

DID YOU KNOW?

• About 6 percent of a cow is used for food. The other 40 percent is used
to make things like antifreeze, insulin, blood thinners, toothpaste, lipstick, jet
fuel, and more.
• A 1988 study found that wine has antibacterial properties, killing germs
that cause dental plaque and sore throats.
• After the clean-up at Mumbai’s Versova beach in April of 2018, Olive
Ridley turtles returned to lay eggs for the first time in 20 years.
• In 1993, James Scott damaged a levee on the Mississippi River to delay
his wife’s trip home from work and have more time to party. The river flooded
14,000 acres and caused $15 billion in damages. He was convicted of “causing a catastrophe” and sentenced to life in prison.

THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ACROSS
1 Time keeper?
10 Decorative Japanese porcelain
15 Foggy
16 Warms with waves
17 Shelled omnivore
18 Guitar band
19 Artful
20 Not a good sense
21 Features of some ‘Vettes

22 Johnny Vander __, only pitcher
to throw back-to-back no-hitters
23 They stir things up
25 Out of one’s class
28 Nut in a cupule
29 High-end chocolatier
30 It may lead to an argument
34 Et __
35 Tusk, in fact
36 Colors

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Ink dispensers
2 Hydroxyl compound
3 Like fake fruit
4 Boomer until 2003
5 Word after A, B or C
6 Castle projection
7 More suitable
8 Emeril’s French Quarter restaurant
9 Sandford opponent in a landmark
19th-century case
10 Imminent
11 Feature of Civil War General
Ambrose Burnside
12 Rubber home
13 Gets as a return
14 Web connectors, for short
22 Explosion surrounding a star?
24 Like penthouse suites
25 Troubled word
26 Ill humor
27 Sulky state
28 Dr. Alzheimer
30 Ordinary people
31 Pervasive quality
32 “__ see ... “
33 Test with arguments, for short
35 Five-point K, e.g.
38 “Dancing With the Stars” numbers
39 A few
41 Pick up again
42 Brown University athletes
43 Confess
44 Hill crest
45 Fictional dark side
47 Taking care of business
48 __ about
49 Golden State sch.
50 Bleed
53 “Anything you can get away
with”: Marshall McLuhan
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Solutions

MOON STAR ORBIT COMET METEOR PLANET ASTEROID

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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37 Allow it to go no further
Complete the grid so each row, column
39 Informal qualifier
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
40 Trailers often precede them
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
41 Meal
42 Home to Mount Kinabalu
44 Guns
45 Downed, in a way
46 Sound
48 Ending with humor
51 One-named musician whose last
name is Chryssomallis
52 Lasting ability
54 Mideast unitarians
55 Elaborate procedure
56 Best Moment and Best Upset
57 Mental comparison
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