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Timeshare sales 
guy took his 

best shot, but...
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holds Take-A-Child-

Fishing tourney 
this Saturday

May 20

The
Weekly Bulletin

(Continued on Page 12)

ACC’s creative 
writing seminar 
will be missed

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

When spring rolls around, as it 
insists on doing every year, two 
things nag at me. You’ve likely 
already guessed that the first one 
has to do with the Internal Revenue 
Service. But the second is an annual 
remembrance of a much more plea-
surable experience.

Shortly after 
my first book 
came out in 
1998, a fellow, 
unknown to me, 
telephoned, 
identified himself 
as Gilbert Benton, 
and asked me 
to be one of four 

presenters at his annual writing 
conference at Alvin College. 

Gilbert was an English professor 
at that fine institution for several cen-
turies – maybe not that long – before 
retiring several years ago. And for 
over three decades he hosted a 
dandy conference for folks who were 
interested in polishing their creative 
writing skills.

I went, and I enjoyed it. In fact, I 
enjoyed it so much that I was one 
of the quartet of speakers for the 
next dozen or so years. Gilbert, a 
baseball fan and softball coach, 
always called me his clean-up hitter, 
since I was the perennial last act on 
the program. In my most egotistical 
moments, I like to think that was 
because he saved the best for last, 
but in reality Gilbert probably figured 

THE WORDSMITH

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

We were on the Riverwalk enjoy-
ing a beautiful spring day in San 
Antonio when a salesman stopped 
us and handed us a magazine listing 
all the restaurants in the area.

We could use one, even though 
we had just eaten and were pretty 
full. Thank you, I said, and started 

walking away.
He asked us 

if we were there 
for the Spurs 
game. No. We’re 
Rockets fans, I 
replied.

I couldn’t 
figure out for a 
while what he 

was pitching. He was standing in 
front of the Margaritaville restaurant. 
At first I thought he wanted us to  
eat there, which was not going to 
happen because we each just got 
through eating a big plate of Mexi-
can food elsewhere.

He asked where we’re from. He 
had no idea where Angleton is. It’s 
south of Houston, I told him. He had 
heard of Houston.

He was an expert conversational-
ist and came off very personable. I 
kind of liked talking to him, but we 
had limited time, and still wanted 
to enjoy the Riverwalk and visit the 
Alamo.

Then he cut to the chase. If we 
could just spend a little time listening 
to a timeshare sales pitch, we could 
get one of several prizes, including 
$100 for dinner. We were getting 
played by a very skillful salesman.

“You’re very good. Have you 
thought about selling something on 
commission?” I asked.

“This is on commission,” he 

RAMBLINGS

Happy Mothers Day
MOTHERS DAY IS ON SUNDAY, MAY 14
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to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-
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accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
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Tuesday.
Our 23rd year of publishing!

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

OF COURSE I’LL MARRY YOU, SMOOTH TALKER: A man 
set up an extremely romantic way to propose to his girlfriend: a flight in 
a small plane over Reedley, Calif., where a sign on the ground indicated 
his intentions. Unfortunately, he did not take air sickness into account. 
He gave her the ring, popped the question, and vomited. She said yes 
anyway.

WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO “LET’S JUST CUDDLE?” A 
woman in Nevada made her husband very ill by spiking his food with 
boric acid because she was tired of having sex with him.

SOMETHING TELLS ME YOU’RE BLUFFING, SIR: A man 
tried to rob a restaurant in Atherton, England, brandishing a banana 
instead of a gun. He hid the banana in a paper bag, but the clerk noticed 
that his “weapon” was unusually “bendy” and refused to give him any 
money.

WHERE DID ALL THESE COPS COME FROM? A man who 
was a fugitive because of a parole violation tried to flee officers who 
spotted him in Provo, Utah, and gave chase. He was caught when he 
drove right into an area where 30 SWAT officers and three K9 units hap-
pened to be training.

IT SEEMS WE HAVE A PRIME SUSPECT: Only hours after 
being released from Minnesota jail, a man stole some clothing from a 
department store in St. Paul. But he left behind his paperwork from the 
department of correction in the dressing room.

SO THIS IS JUST FOR PRACTICE: A man called the 911 emer-
gency number in Winnipeg, Canada, telling the dispatcher that he had 
just bought a new cell phone and he wanted to “make sure that I can 
reach you when I have an emergency.”

I SAID MOCHA! …  LATTE! … FRAPPUCCINO! A woman went 
through the drive thru of the Dunkin’ Donuts in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., 
at 5:30 in the morning and ordered a type of iced coffee that is sold only 
at Starbucks. When she was given another kind of coffee she did not 
want, she stormed inside, screamed at the clerk, and threw it at the cash 
register.

ARE YOU CALLING ME A LIAR? After eating at a restaurant 
in Brisbane, Australia, a woman pulled some hair out of her head and 
placed it on her plate to get out of paying the bill. She, of course was 
caught, because, for some reason, people who do things like this never 
seem to take into account that there are surveillance cameras in every 
public place on Earth.

BUT IT SEEMED SO REAL, DUDE: A panicked 19-year-old man 
called the police in South Euclid, Ohio, because he thought he had swal-
lowed a pregnant spider, that it had given birth in his stomach, and that 
baby spiders were crawling around inside him. He was actually high on 
LSD and was hallucinating. Police said later, if this “doesn’t convince you 
not to partake in the use of drugs, nothing will.”

ON SECOND THOUGHT, I’LL JUST LEAVE: A man hijacked 
an ambulance in Austin, Texas, while a patient and medical crew were 
still inside. He drove a few miles with the siren blaring, then pulled over 
and ran away.

Chevron Phillips Chemical Com-
pany LP (Chevron Phillips Chemi-
cal) has awarded its 2017 Chevron 
Phillips Chemical Dependents’ 
Scholarships. 

The annual scholarship pro-
gram, which offers scholarships to 
employees’ dependents across the 
company, awarded 37 scholarships 
this year. 

Since the program began in 2001, 
the company has donated more 
than $3 million to support the edu-
cation of employees’ dependents.

This year, Kolby Brown and Alex-
ander Matchett have been awarded 
a scholarship from Chevron Phillips 
Chemical. 

Kolby Brown, an Angleton resi-
dent, will be attending Blinn College 
pursuing a degree in Construction 
Science. 

Alexander Matchett, an Angleton 
resident, will be attending Texas 
A&M University pursuing a degree 
in Engineering.

“Each of these students has done 
a tremendous job both inside and 
outside the classroom,” said Bryce 
Hallowell, public affairs manager for 
Chevron Phillips Chemical. “We’re 
proud of them for their achieve-
ments and to be able to support 
them as they continue their educa-
tion moving forward.”

During the scholarship selection 
process, the academic records of 

eligible high school and college 
seniors are carefully reviewed, as 
well as students’ leadership and 
participation in school and com-
munity activities, special honors, 
work experience, stated goals and 
aspirations, and unique personal or 
family circumstances. Scholarship 
applicants are also asked to provide 
recommendations from their advis-
ers, teachers or employers.

Two local students selected for CP Chem scholarships

• Soda is so corrosive that without 
a liner, the liquid would eat through 
the aluminum can after three days.

• Research shows that college 
students who run regularly don’t get 
as stressed during exams as their 
non-running peers.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

ATTACK OF THE MOLASSES 
Q. It’s not very often that 

molasses is a villain in a major 
story, but it certainly can happen 
– and did. Explain, please.

A. “On January 15, 1919, a stor-
age tank in Boston’s North End rup-
tured, and a wave of molasses more 
than 7 meters high (23 feet) swept 
through the streets, flattening build-
ings and killing 21 people,” reports 
“New Scientist” magazine.  The 
question puzzling historians nearly 
a century later is why a slow-moving 
fluid caused such devastation.

Using data from historical records 
and from experiments with molas-
ses flow, aerospace engineer Nicole 
Sharp and Harvard University’s 
Jordan Kennedy concluded that 
unusual currents and cold tempera-
tures were likely both villains in the 
tragedy. Gravity currents came into 
play when molasses, a dense fluid, 
spread horizontally into the less 
dense fluid of air, accounting for 
the speed of the initial spread. Said 
Sharpe: “It was like being bowled 
over by a sticky-sweet tsunami.”

And as rescuers tried to save 
people covered with suffocating 
molasses, the cold temperatures 
cooled the goo, making it even more 
viscous. “Much like quicksand, the 
more people thrashed about, the 
more deeply they found themselves 
trapped.”

WHAT’S BUGGING YOU? 
Q. One youngster reaches out 

to accept a 7-centimeter bug 
specimen into her outstretched 
hand while another shudders in 
aversion. Many others lean in 
with intense fascination. Where 
are they, and what’s happening?

A. They’re at the “cockroach 
cuddling corner” of the Arizona 
Insect Festival, says University of 
Arizona entomologist Cara Gibson 
in “Science” magazine. Soon all the 
other kids are gently cupping cock-

roaches in their hands. It’s a “big, 
bug science party,” as the magazine 
headlines it, showing “visitors how 
insects and their allies – 71 percent 
of Earth’s described diversity – vary 
in size, shape, and color.”

As Gibson describes it: “From 
the beginning six years ago, I have 
been filled with awe at the connec-
tions that can be made by such an 
event that engages the community,” 
some 5000 strong, as they make 
new relationships with their tiny 
neighbors. “I smile to myself as I 
overhear what could be a younger 
version of myself exclaim, ‘I can’t 
wait to see if these are in our yard!’”

TECHNOLOGY’S WINNERS 
AND LOSERS 

Q. Whatever you think of the 
advent of self-driving or autono-
mous vehicles, the automation 
of driving is certainly going to 
transform the way we live. What’s 
one dramatic downside to the 
coming driverless future?

A. The new world of self-driving 
cars and trucks is of course good 
news and bad news, says Susan 
Hassler in “IEEE Spectrum” maga-
zine. According to Rice University’s 
Moshe Vardi, who organized a 
recent Humans, Machines and 
the Future of Work Conference, 
self-driving vehicles will have 
many positive impacts on us and 
our environment “until you start to 
think about what it will do to the job 
market.”

Consider that in the U.S., driving 
is the most common job in more 
than 50 percent of the states, tally-
ing some 3.5 million workers. Then 
too are the tens of millions of those 
working “in the infrastructure that 
supports cars, trucks, and drivers 
-– motels, restaurants, gas stations, 
you name it – some 50 million by 
Vardi’s estimate.”

As Hassler concludes, “Tech-
nological progress may not be 
inevitable, but technological change 
certainly seems to be,” with decided 
losers as well as winners.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?

Sorry, Brother Ambrose. retweeting 
counts as breaking your vows of 

silence.

• Iran has the highest rate of nose 
surgery in the world per capita, 
since the mandatory hijab tend to 
highlight the female face.
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If you like reading The Bulletin each week, pick up an extra copy for 
a friend. Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ad.

To read us online, go to www.mybulletinonline.com

ACC invites nursing alumni to 50th 
anniversary pinning ceremony

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the first graduating class of the Asso-
ciate Degree Nursing program, Alvin Community College is inviting alumni 
from the Nursing program to attend a reception and pinning ceremony on 
May 10 in the ACC Gym.

There will be a welcome reception for the alumni at 5 p.m. in the Science/
Health Science Building and the nurse pinning ceremony will begin at 7 p.m. 
in the gym.

All ACC nursing alumni are invited to attend the ceremony.
“Fifty years is an 

important milestone for 
our program,” said Dr. 
Debbi Fontenot. “We ask 
our alumni to participate 
in the ceremony to help 
us mark this special 
occasion.”

The nursing program 
started at ACC in 1965 
and is accredited by the 
Accreditation Commis-
sion for Education in 
Nursing. Many of its alumni are working in healthcare facilities all throughout 
the region.

Graduates from the program regularly post among the highest pass rates 
on the National Council Licensure Exam for Registered Nurses in Texas. 
In 2016, graduates had a 95 percent pass rate compared to the 84 percent 
state pass rate.

Fon information about the ceremony, email Dr. Fontenot at DFontenot@al
vincollege.edu.
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Alzheimer’s Awareness group plans event in Alvin May 19
On May 19, the Brazoria County 

Alzheimer’s Awareness Project 
(BCAAP), Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension, Healthy South Texas, 
UTMB Health, the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation, and the Thelma Ley Ander-
son Family YMCA will present “The 
Game of Life: Healthy South Texas 
Edition” from 3-7 p.m. at the Thelma 
Ley Anderson Family YMCA, 3201 
TX-35, Alvin. 

The event is free and open to the 
public (all ages welcome).

“We are very excited to be part-
nering with the AgriLife Extension on 
an event that is very different from 
what we usually do. For this event, 
we are providing two caregiver 
presentations and free memory 
screenings. These activities support 
our goals of creating awareness 
about dementia, and encouraging 
early detection and diagnosis,” Dale 
Libby, BCAAP Coordinator said.

“Our mission for this event is 
to create a fun and interactive 

opportunity for people of all ages to 
learn about health and wellness in 
all aspects,” said Cameron Arias, 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Agent for Brazoria County. 

Children and their families will 
be able to visit 25 different booths 
and participate in health-related 
games and activities. This includes 
activities such as pizza gardening, 
sun and water safety, vision screen-
ing, and touring the MEGA Brain 
(anatomically correct 18-foot inflat-
able brain provided by the Brainy 
Bunch from Alvin First Presbyterian 
Church). 

Participants can earn different 
tokens at each booth, which can 
then be “cashed in” for prizes at 
the end of the event. Festivities will 
wrap up with a movie in the pool.

The first caregiver presentation 
will be at 3 p.m. in the multipurpose 
room. Steve Andriko, from the 
speaker’s bureau of the Houston 
and Southeast Texas Chapter of the 

Alzheimer’s Association, will present 
“Healthy Living for Brain and Body”. 
At 4 p.m., Dr. Mark Kunik, Professor 
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sci-
ences in the Menninger Department 
of Psychiatry at Baylor College of 
Medicine, will present “Management 
of Dementia Related Behavioral 
Issues.” “Both of these topics are 
very important to caregivers,” Libby 
added.

“We hope that by raising aware-
ness of Alzheimer’s in Brazoria 
County with our presentations at 
events like this one, more people 
will take advantage of the services 
provided by the Gathering Place 
and BCAAP.” Libby concluded. 

Sponsors of the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project are 
the Brazoria County Health Depart-
ment and the Gathering Place.  

For more information, call (979) 
236-5393.
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The Alvin Community College 
Foundation will host a golf tourna-
ment on June 15 to support the 
college Athletics Department.

Proceeds from the event will help 
fund scholarships and equipment 
for the Baseball and Softball teams. 
There will also be a silent auction at 
the event.

A $3,000 Grand Slam sponsor-
ship will include three teams of 
six players, sponsors signs at the 
event and headline logo or company 
name placement on all media. 

A $2,000 Home Run sponsorship 
includes two teams of six players, 
sponsor signs at the event, recogni-

tion of sponsorship at the event and 
headline logo or company name 
placement on all media.

A team of six players can play 
in the tournament for $500. Each 
ticket includes two hours of play and 
refreshments. 

Individual players can sign up for 
$100, which includes two hours of 
play and refreshments.

There are also other sponsor-

ships available, including Triple for 
$1,000, Double for $500 and Single 
for $250.

Registration for the event will 
begin at noon and tee-off will be 12:
30 p.m. Deadline to register is June 
13.

To register for the tournament 
online, visit the ACC Marketplace at 
www.alvincollege.edu or call (281) 
756-3600.

ACC athletics dept. plans Top Golf fundraiser tournament

Pictured left to right:  Mary Ruth 
Rhodenbaugh, Vice Regent; 
Phyllis Saathoff, Executive 
Director of Port Freeport; 
Beverly Cline, Regent. The Asa 
Underwood Chapter enjoyed 
a program by CEO Phyllis 
Saathoff of Port Freeport.  
Saathoff updated the group 
on recent developments and 
growth at the port.

Port Freeport 
director speaks 
to area group
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replied and laughed.
A salesman who used to work for 

a water softener retailer told me a 
long time ago that he would never 
work for anything but commission.

“The sky’s the limit,” he said. The 
more he worked and the better his 
sales pitch was, the more money 
he made. There was no ceiling, he 
explained. And, he liked the hustle 
and its rewards.

My timeshare salesman friend 
was one of these people. When I 
gave him absolutely no hope that I 
would add to his daily total, he con-
tinued the conversation and made 
another push.

I had to take my hat off to him. 

Cold sales are hard, very hard, 
regardless of the product. 

The tourists that the Spurs play-
offs brought to town perhaps helped 
increase the number of opportuni-
ties, but he still had to make his 
pitch.

“You must be making some pretty 
good money,” I commented, hoping 
to get some idea of what income 
bracket he is in.

“Pretty good sometimes,” he 
said. That told me that he was prob-
ably striking out a lot that day.

Timeshare may be a good fit for 
some people, but not for us, since 
I have a place to stay about 20 
minutes from downtown. 

Why would I buy an expensive 
timeshare when I can just drive 
here, I asked him.

I also don’t like going back to 
a vacation spot all that often, if 
ever. Once I have seen it, I want 
to go see something else. With a 
timeshare, I’m glued to the condo, 

(Continued from Page 1)

or whatever he was trying to sell.
It was almost time for us to part, 

but I didn’t want him to be all down 
now because his attempt to sell me 
was another strikeout.

“You have a very good pitch. If 
I were in any way interested in a 
timeshare, I would consider it,” I 
said.

And, we didn’t have the time to 
sit through a long, high-pressure 

sales pitch for $100. Even if we had 
the time, it would not have been fair 
to waste the time of those making 
it, since I knew from the outset that 
they would be unsuccessful. 

I also didn’t know exactly what 
the prizes were except for the 
possibility of receiving $100. That 
could have been the best prize. The 
others could have been like a can 
opener or something along those 

lines. (Although, you can’t have  too 
many can openers.)

I hope my timeshare sales guy 
made his quota for the day. As we 
walked away, I was thinking that I 
should have asked him how he felt 
about selling newspaper advertis-
ing. 

If he can sell timeshares to pass-
ers-by on the Riverwalk, he may be 
able to sell ads – maybe.

Timeshare sales 
guy had a good 

pitch, but no sale
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Starting a business? Come to Texas

 Actress Linda Evans recently appeared at the Brazosport College 
Foundation’s final Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series event of the year.

Evans has personified beauty and grace to American television viewers for 
more than five decades, from her role as Audra Barkley on “The Big Valley” 
to the glamorous Krystle Carrington on “Dynasty” to “Hell’s Kitchen,” the Brit-
ish competitive cooking reality show she won in 2009.

During her appearance at Brazosport College, Evans spoke about aging 
gracefully and the various life lessons she’s learned along the way. 

She also took time to answer questions and personally talk to those in 
attendance.

For her role in “Dynasty,” Evans became one of the most celebrated 
female television stars of the 1980s. She was nominated five times for the 
Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a TV Drama, and won the award in 
1982, sharing the honor with Barbara Bel Geddes of rival prime time televi-
sion soap opera, Dallas. 

Evans won five People’s Choice Awards as Favorite Actress in a Drama 
Series in 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985 and 1986, and was nominated for an 
Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead actress in a Drama Series in 1983. For 
her contribution to the television industry, Evans has a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame. 

The Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series is a series of events intended to 
help promote cultural enrichment for all women hosted by the Brazosport 
College Foundation.

Next season’s Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series will feature three more 
dynamic speakers, including author, philanthropist and breast cancer survi-
vor Kelly Corrigan on Oct. 5; art historian and critic Tina Rivers Ryan on Feb. 
15, 2018; and former Green Beret Sniper and patriot John Wayne Walding 
on April 5, 2018.

For more information about the Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series, call 
(979) 230-3234.   

Actress Linda Evans speaks at 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series

Pictured with Linda Evans is the Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series Committee.
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Start packing: A rocky ‘super-Earth’ with potential for liquid water is found 39 light-years away
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Astronomers say they have 
pinpointed a potentially habitable 
planet that might offer our best 
chance of characterizing an alien 
atmosphere in the near future.

The planet LHS 1140 b, described 
in the journal Nature, provides a 
tempting target for astronomers 
looking to probe an exoplanet’s 
thin but essential shell of air, which 
could offer clues about whether 
such a world could host life.

Scientists have been on the hunt 
for a kind of “Goldilocks” planet: 
a body that’s small enough to be 
rocky and not gaseous, far (but 
not too far) enough from its star 
to hold liquid water, and bearing 

an atmosphere that could protect 
any possible life present. Recent 
finds have checked off the first two 
of those boxes, but the third has 
remained a challenge. That’s in part 
because it’s exceedingly difficult to 
study the thin rind of air around an 
already small planet.

One way researchers discover 
exoplanets is by waiting for them to 
pass in front of their host star, caus-
ing a dip in the starlight (a technique 
used to great effect by the Kepler 
spacecraft). 

They then study the light that fil-
ters though the atmosphere in order 
to determine what that atmosphere 
is made of — a technique known as 
transmission spectroscopy.

The closest Earth-sized habit-

able-zone planet to us, circling 
Proxima Centauri, lies only 4.2 light 
years away, but does not transit in 
front of its star relative to our point 
of view, so we cannot see the planet 
or its atmosphere. 

The super-Earth Gliese 1132 b, 
which may have a watery atmo-
sphere, is far too close to its star to 
host life. The TRAPPIST-1 system, 
39 light-years away, holds a whop-
ping seven Earth-sized worlds, 
several of which are in their star’s 
habitable zone — but according 
to the Nature study authors, their 
masses and densities are too 
“poorly constrained” to know for 
sure whether they are rocky bodies.

LHS 1140 b, then, could be one of 
the best targets for an atmospheric 

study. The planet also lies about 39 
light-years away, circling a red dwarf 
star in the constellation Cetus. The 
astronomers discovered it using 
the MEarth-South telescope array 
in Chile, which focuses on finding 
a type of red dwarf star called an 
M dwarf. There’s a good reason for 
that, the researchers pointed out.

“M dwarf stars, which have 
masses less than 60 percent that 
of the sun, make up 75 percent of 
the population of the stars in the 
galaxy,” the study authors wrote. 
On top of that, “statistical results 
suggest that the nearest transiting 
Earth-sized planet in the liquid-
water, habitable zone of an M dwarf 
star is probably around 10.5 parsecs 
[or 34 light-years) away.”

The scientists followed up using 
ESO’s High Accuracy Radial 
Velocity Planet Searcher (HARPS) 
spectrograph in Chile. An orbiting 
planet’s tiny gravitational tug causes 
its star to wobble — and that wobble 
can be used to calculate the planet’s 
mass.

The planet turns out to be back-
ing a whopping 6.6 Earth masses 
into a body with a radius only 1.4 
times that of Earth. This planet is 
so dense that it must be rocky, the 
thinking goes. And even though LHS 
1140 b is so close to its star that it 
completes an orbit every 25 days, 
its star is much cooler, dimmer and 
smaller — only a fifth the size of the 
sun. This puts the planet potentially 
in the habitable zone.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Radio adapts to 
changing times

Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)
MINNEAPOLIS — Tracy Call isn’t 

a trend chaser. While most market-
ers are concerned with what the 
next popular social media site or 
augmented reality game will be, Call 
thinks she has already found the 

best way to connect with consum-
ers, and it has been around for the 
past century.

Good old-fashioned radio.
With a couple of new digital 

analytical tools that have recently 
been developed to help place and 
monitor radio spots, Call says it has 
become even more efficient to ride 
the airwaves.

“Everyone is talking about digital 
as being sort of the be-all and end-

all of marketing,” Call said. “I know 
people are still listening.”

Indeed, radio is not dead. Accord-
ing to Nielsen, the media ratings 
agency, more than 90 percent of 
Americans listen to AM-FM radio 
each week. The major issue with 
radio hasn’t been its reach but how 
to measure its effectiveness, Call 
said.

Until recently, it has been dif-
ficult for Call and other marketers 

to prove radio’s direct return on 
investment. But two of the largest 
radio networks in the United States 
developed tools to help marketers 
and their clients better place and 
analyze radio spots. 

Last summer, CBS Radio began 
to offer its CBS Analytics tool, which 
is powered by startup data company 
AnalyticOwl.

The technology allows advertis-
ers’ radio advertisement run-times to 

be matched to their online website 
analytics to visualize by the minute 
when a spot running corresponds to 
an increase in activity. 

The software creates a chart 
report after an ad campaign is com-
plete that can show, for example, 
when a radio ad played a couple 
times during a morning show and 
visits to the advertiser’s website 
spiked at 9 a.m. with 1,000 ses-
sions.
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Did you know?

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Worship shouldn’t simply be a spectator sport
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I get just as much out of 
watching a church service on tele-
vision as I do actually going to one. 
Why should I go to all the trouble 
of getting dressed and fighting 
traffic and all that? To me, that’s 
just a waste of time and energy. 
- Mrs. L.W.

A: I’m thankful many churches 
today put their services on radio 
or television; it’s the only way 
some people are able to share in 
their ministry. As I’ve grown older, 
I’ve often profited personally from 
this kind of outreach. The first 
Christians used every means they 
possibly could to reach their world 
for Christ, and so should we.

Having said this, however, I 
hope you’ll reconsider your deci-
sion to become disconnected from 
your local church. Yes, you can 
share in its ministry to some extent 
through television - listening to its 

music, hearing the Word of God 
as it is preached, sharing in the 
prayers. These can change our 
lives, as we ask God to use them 
to speak to us. Is this happening 
to you?

But worship shouldn’t be a spec-
tator sport! We worship best when 
we worship together with other 
believers, if at all possible. Jesus 
regularly attended public worship, 
the Bible tells us, as did the Apostle 
Paul (see Luke 4:16; Acts 17:2). 
The Psalmist declared, “Come, 
let us bow down in worship, let us 
kneel before the Lord our Maker” 
(Psalm 95:6).

God wants to change our 
lives, and one way He does this 
is through our worship. But God 
also wants to use us in the lives of 
others, and one way this happens 
is through our relationship with 
other believers. The Bible says, 
“Let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and 
good deeds” (Hebrews 10:24).

if anybody got so fed up that they 
walked out during my spiel it would 
be okay, since the proceedings were 
drawing to a close anyway.

The trip to Alvin for that get-
together every spring became a 
fixed point on my annual calendar, 
and I always looked forward to that 
day. I took a meandering route, past 
lazy cattle in big pastures and over 
the tall bridge at Chocolate Bayou, 
then I’d wander up another couple 
of roads past rice fields. 

That drive and that workshop 

were downright therapeutic for me, 
and being a public school teacher, 
I always needed a good dose of 
therapy by the ides of April.

But Gilbert got in touch a few 
years ago to tell me the workshop 
had finally left the building. And I 
can tell you that I miss that annual 
get-together. I started missing it 
when I read his email.

The participants there weren’t 
the sort that often pops up at bigger 
conferences: Stephen King wan-
nabes who demand to be given a 
short cut to getting published, rich, 

and famous overnight. 
Or they want my agent’s phone 

number. I’ve long made it a rule to 
never give that number out, since 
I like my agent and intend to keep 
him (agents like to initiate the court-
ship; not the other way around). And 
I know absolutely nothing about how 
to get rich or famous, overnight or 
long-term.

The people who came to Gilbert’s 
event just wanted some instruction 
on how to be better wordsmiths. 
They wanted encouragement, and 
a few hints on how to best tell their 
story, be it something they might 
send off for a publisher to consider, 
or a family history that they’ll only 
print for their descendants.

I’m sure Gilbert’s workshop was 
never a money maker. I’m just as 
sure it was never his intention, or 
the college’s, for it to be one. The 
price of registration was ten bucks, 
I think, and students of the college 
got in free.

Every year some of the kids in my 
high school creative writing classes 
went, and they got in free as well. 
Senior citizens might have gotten in 
free. I’m not sure; I wasn’t one when 
I started going over there. The other 
presenters and I always got paid, 
and our lunch was provided – pizza 
or subs, chips and sodas – not to 
mention doughnuts and coffee when 
we arrived.

So I’m betting the college never 
made a dime off that conference; 
probably it operated in the red. 
But I figure that didn’t matter any 
to Gilbert, or to the college either. 
What they provided was a forum for 
people who wanted to locate, hone, 
and put to use their creative voice 
by associating with other people 
with the same agenda and with 
some published authors.

They wanted the workshop to be 
a useful outreach to the community. 

Because that’s part of what they 
figured a community college should 
be about.

Anyway, I should have been in 
Alvin a few weeks ago. And I’m 
sorry I wasn’t. I’m sure the regular 
attendees of that fine little meeting 
don’t miss more of my rattling on 
about writing.

But I miss them. And I wish them 

well with their wordsmithing.
But I still wouldn’t give them my 

agent’s number.
Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 

accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

Cancelation of ACC’s annual creative writing seminar leaves void in some spring schedules
(Continued from Page 1)

• We lose on average 2 pounds of 
weight during sleep by exhaling.

• Ladybugs bleed from their 
knees when threatened.

• The simple past tense version of 
the word “dare” is “durst.”

• Ernest Hemingway once wrote 
a six-word short story - It read “For 
sale: baby shoes, never used.”

• Otters have a pouch in their fur 
to store their favorite rock.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 “You’re kidding, right?”
9 Will matter
15 “I give up”
16 Onomatopoeic dance
17 Criminology concerns
18 Weapons used on mounts
19 “Out of the Blue” band
20 Beyond harmful
22 Pabst brand originally brewed in 
Washington, familiarly

23 They’re slow to pick things up
26 Weaken
27 Runner’s distance
28 Fall deliveries?
30 Play or school follower
31 Alouette 1 satellite launcher
34 Catch
36 “Good __!”
37 Oakland’s county
39 Like some beaches
41 Gimlet flavor

42 2011 World Golf Hall of Fame 
inductee
44 By the fire, say
45 Sediment
46 Programming language named 
for a comedy group
48 “The world’s an __”: Dryden
49 Mexican painter Frida
51 Teamsters president James
55 Gp. with carriers
56 Like old timers?
58 Word in many Mexican place 
names
59 Egg, perhaps
61 More than one can handle
64 Stuck at a chalet, maybe
65 French for “stick”
66 Fit one within another
67 “There was a point here some-
where”

DOWN
1 Babies”R”Us buys
2 Even a little
3 Half a playground exchange
4 Stuff that goes kablooey
5 Trouble
6 Give a good toss
7 Equally close
8 1996 treaty subject
9 Panache
10 Fissile rock
11 Light shade ... or avoid the 
shade?
12 Praise
13 Gossip’s stock-in-trade
14 “Piece of cake”
21 Goes after
24 Holds accountable
25 Perspective
29 Ordered
30 Pepperidge Farm treat
31 Joining the radio show
32 The Na’vi in “Avatar,” for one
33 Rat
35 “Ice cream or cake?” response, 
perhaps
38 Highest-ranking
40 Bear with a “thotful spot”
43 Educational outlines
47 “Poor baby!”
49 Holmes of “Touched With Fire”
50 Words spoken after coming to?
52 High wind?
53 They can be hard to face
54 Grill leftovers
57 1951 title role for Audrey
60 Abbr. on a Miami itinerary
62 Pull
63 Marseille sight
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
IRAN  CHINA  BRAZIL  SWEDEN  POLAND  ENGLAND  FINLAND
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• A man once staged a kidnapping of himself in front of his wife just so that 
he could go out the whole night and party with his friends.

• Using waterproof, biodegradable paint, the city of Boston has filled its 
sidewalks with hidden poems that only show up when it rains.

• It costs $15-$20 to make one TI-83 or TI-84 calculator, but it still costs 
around $100 to buy one thanks to Texas Instruments’ monopoly.

• Massachusetts high school students would rank 9th overall worldwide if 
the state were its own country.

• Jurassic Park, Pulp Fiction, Forrest Gump and The Shawshank Redemp-
tion were all in theatres at the same time in October of 1994.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Keep it clean to remain 
serene. In the week ahead you may excel at organiza-
tional duties. Exercise personal discipline to put things 
in order, straighten out closets, or finish up a hobby 
project so you can put it away.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Schemes and dreams 
may gnaw at the seams of your consciousness. You 
may build up the momentum to begin something of 
great value by the end of the week. Don’t change your 
goals or alter objectives.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Force yourself to 
forgive those who disappoint or betray your trust. You 
might yearn for excitement or a change of pace as this 
week unfolds, but your greatest pleasure may come 
from being with those you love.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You shouldn’t mix 
business with pleasure in the week ahead. Your fanta-
sies might be fabulous, but you shouldn’t share them 
with a co-worker, business contact, or anyone you 
don’t know very well and trust completely.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Warm up your engines. By 
the end of the week, your ambitions could be ready 
to take off like a race car. New contacts and acquain-
tances could offer feasible ideas about investment 
strategies or add to your list of hobbies.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Snap judgments from 
the past could snap at your heels in the week ahead. 
Your assessment of people and situations could be 
slightly impaired. Your judgment about finances and 
purchases, however, could be better than usual.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Presenting a façade of 
sweetness and light might endear you to some. Some 
people, however, may not be impressed. As the week 
unfolds show you have some solid experience and talents 
to go along with your social skills.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Do it by the book. If you 
bend the rules, you might risk serious criticism. In the week 
ahead you may be able to get away from the grindstone 
if you hold up your part of a bargain, meet deadlines, or 
exceed quotas.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Something bor-
rowed, something new, might make you blue. As this week 
begins, you may have some great ideas, but you should 
not impulsively try them on for size. Wait until the end of 
the week to make key changes.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): If you rub the lamp, 
the genie may refuse to go back to the bottle. The ideas 
you make known to others could have unexpected or 
costly consequences early this week. Take your time about 
making irrevocable decisions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don’t compare apples 
to oranges in the week ahead. By comparing yourself to 
others, you may only be aware of what you lack. Unex-
pected demands on your piggy bank could cause you to 
act on an impulsive idea.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Your week ahead might 
be enhanced by paying attention to lessons of the past. 
Avoiding complications might consist of something as 
minor as stopping at a red light and looking both ways after 
it turns green.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 8: ON THIS DATE in 1541, 
Hernando de Soto of Spain and his 
crew reached the Mississippi River 
- the first explorers from Western 
Europe to travel that far west on the 
North American continent. In 1945, 
President Truman announced in a 
radio address that World War II in 
Europe had ended with Germany’s 
unconditional surrender the day 
before.

May 9: ON THIS DATE in 1980, 
35 motorists were killed when a 
freighter rammed a piling of the 
Sunshine Skyway Bridge over 
Florida’s Tampa Bay, causing a 
1,400-foot section to collapse and 
vehicles to plunge hundreds of feet 
into the water.

May 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1869, a golden spike was driven 
at Promontory, Utah, marking the 
completion of the first U.S. trans-
continental railroad. In 1963, Decca 
Records signed the Rolling Stones 
on the advice of Beatle George 

Harrison.
May 11: ON THIS DATE in 

1946, the first packages from the 
relief agency CARE arrived in 
France. In 1949, the year-old nation 
of Israel was admitted to the United 
Nations as the world body’s 59th 
member.

May 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1949, the Soviet Union announced 
an end to the Berlin Blockade after 
almost 11 months, meaning that 
the vast daily airlift of food, fuel and 
other supplies into West Berlin by 
the United States and United King-
dom no longer was necessary. 

May 13: ON THIS DATE 
in 1607, the English colony at 
Jamestown, Va., was settled. 
In 1981, Pope John Paul II was 
shot and seriously wounded in St. 
Peter’s Square by Turkish assailant 
Mehmet Ali Agca.

May 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1948, the nation of Israel pro-
claimed independence in Tel Aviv 

as British rule in Palestine ended, 
and that region was partitioned into 
Jewish and Arab sectors, though all 
of Jerusalem remained in the Arab 
sector for the time being. Israel’s 
Arab neighbors attacked the next 
day. But after 10 months of fighting, 
Israel prevailed then controlling 
large portions of the former Arab 
sector, including western Jerusa-
lem. In 1998, the last episode of 
“Seinfeld,” one of the most popular 
TV sitcoms of all time, aired on 
NBC.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1960, 
Israeli commandos captured fugi-
tive Nazi war criminal Adolf Eich-
mann in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
He later was tried and hanged in 
Israel for his heinous crimes during 
the Holocaust.

This week’s question: In 
1972, what U.S. presidential candi-
date was shot and paralyzed while 
campaigning in Maryland?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: AMUSE  TOOTH  THRILL  FLAWED
Answer: They were enjoying the all-you-can-eat steak restaurant -- TO THE FULLEST

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Ever hear of the two-minute 
drill in baseball?

OK, baseball-marathon critics: 
Is 69 seconds fast enough for 
you?

That’s how long it took for 
Florida International to take the 
field and, four pitches later, get a 
game-ending ground out and a 4-3 
win. The Conference USA game 
had been suspended the previ-
ous night with one out to go after 
dense fog rolled in.

Yays and booze
San Diego Pale Ale .394, in 

honor of the late Hall of Famer 
Tony Gwynn, has proven to be a 
best-seller in his hometown.

So what’s next — Wayne 
Gretzky 99-proof whiskey?

Decibel alert
With tennis star Maria 

Sharapova back from her 15-
month drug ban, the question is 
this: Will she return to superstar 
form, or will she be just another 
grunt?

Uneatable lie
McCain Foods has recalled 

Wegmans O’Brien Hash Browns 
because they might have pieces 
of golf balls in them.

In other words, golf balls have 
gone from the greens to the 
browns.

Sneak attack
Smack-talking LaVar Ball claims 

his Big Baller brand will one day 
rival Nike’s. Though he’ll probably 
draw the line at Air Ball sneakers.

Not coming clean
Nordstrom’s is selling jeans 

made to look like they’re covered 
in dirt for $425 a pair. So what 
would a pair of Pete Rose game-
worn pants be worth?

Talking the talk
—Brewers journeyman Eric 

Thames, to reporters, not worried 
by drug tests in light of his sudden 
power surge this season: “If 
people keep thinking I’m on stuff, 
I’ll be here every day. I have lots of 
blood and urine.”

Slider in the dirt
Giants ace Madison Bumgar-

ner might miss two months or 
more because of rib and shoulder 
injuries suffered in a dirt-bike 
accident.

In other words, he’s sitting for 
the cycle.
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PRIZES in 
2 AGE GROUPS

1st PrizeLaptop, Printer & more

2nd Prize
$200 Visa Gift Card

3rd Prize 
$100 Visa Gift Card

Also many Door Prizes!
FIRST 400 PARTICIPANTS WILL RECEIVE 

A FREE T-SHIRT & GOODIE ITEM
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   Brazoria County Dream Center

For more information:
www.portfreeport.com
tacft@portfreeport.com
(979) 233-2667 x 4327

Saturday, May  13��

Freeport Municipal Park
Ages 3-14

8 am - 10 am (Registration)
9 am - 11 am 

��������������������
11 am - 12 pm 
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PLATINUM:
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 Sorrell Construction  • Tegrity Homes

GOLD:
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LJA Engineering, Inc. •  Red Hook Terminals  •  Sunstates Security LLC 

Terracon • Vulcan Materials Company

SILVER:

Bartlett Cocke Industrial  •  Bay - Houston Towing Co. •  Bracewell & Giuliani LLP 
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Logo Contest Winner:
William Smith  Age 12 - Rasco Middle School


