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Give me a break – and grab the grapes
right there in the lobby.

The big blockbuster epics back 
then usually lasted upwards of 
three or four hours. And by the 
time Ben Hur or Moses or El Cid 
or some other character played 
by Charlton Heston had been on 
screen for the length of an average 
flick, your rear end, leg and back 
muscles, and bladder were scream-
ing for relief.

When I was a teenager and went 
to see one of the revival showings 
of “Gone with the Wind” in the old 
Texas Theater up in Palestine, I 
remember needing that break pretty 
badly. By the time Scarlett O’Hara 
waved that shriveled turnip in the 
ruined vegetable patch and made 
her vow to never go hungry again 
– the last scene before the intermis-
sion – I was in complete agreement 

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

You want to know what I miss?
I miss intermissions in movie 

theaters.
You remember those; at least 

some of you 
do.  When 
half-way 
through 
the show 
the word 
“Intermission” 
would spread 
across the 
big silver 

screen, the theme music of the film 
would start to play, the house lights 
would go up, and you’d have ten 
minutes or so to stretch your legs 
and pay a visit to the rest room 
and the snack bar without missing 
anything. Smokers could light up 

THE WORDSMITH

By JohnToth
Editor and Publisher

On one of my son’s birthdays 
when he was little, we flew as a 
family to Orlando. The boys were 
super excited about their first flight. 
It was a special day, and a special 
event when we boarded the plane.

My wife, Sharon, told one of 
the Delta flight attendants that it 
was Bobby’s birthday, and as we 
boarded, the co-pilot pulled him 

aside and asked 
him if he would 
want to sit in the 
pilot’s chair.

This was 
way pre-9-11, 
and security 
wasn’t what it 
is now. Back in 
those days, the 

cockpit door sometimes remained 
open, and we could see the clouds 
through the cockpit windows. We 
didn’t worry about box cutters or 
shoe or underwear bombs. Stuff like 
that never occurred to us, especially 
not on a flight to see Mickey Mouse.

Bobby, who turned 4 that day, was 
too shy to accept the birthday offer, 
but my older son, John, jumped in 
the pilot’s seat and marveled at the 
zillions of controls and instruments 
in front of him.

“What does this button do?” John 
asked.

“I don’t know. We’ve never tried it. 
Push it and see,” the co-pilot replied, 
demonstrating that pilots do have a 
good sense of humor. At least this 
one did.

Of course, as soon as John made 
a motion toward the button, Sharon 
and I both jumped to make sure 
that it did not get pushed, and the 
co-pilot started laughing.

That’s the atmosphere we used 

RAMBLINGS

Main feature: Movie theater madness
By Michael Shannon
Special to The Bulletin

When it comes to punishing 
customers, movie theater owners 
are in the same league as airlines. 
Just as airline CEO’s rarely travel 
commercial, theater CEO’s evidently 
never attend a 
matinee.

And there lies 
the explanation 
for the repeated 
failure of theater owners to under-
stand anything about their customer 
base. The list of management mis-
steps includes dividing large theaters 
into very small “multiplexes,” where 
the size of the screen was only a 
bit larger than what families used to 

watch home movies. 
Followed by continually increas-

ing ticket prices and then complain-
ing how yearly movie attendance 
continues to decline. And eliminat-
ing ushers and wondering why 
people didn’t want to buy a movie 

ticket to 
eavesdrop 
on someone 
else’s conver-
sation. 

The only positive development in 
the last 40 years is the cup holder 
armrest. Everything else - larger 
screens, more legroom, reclin-
ing seats - are efforts to undo the 
damage caused by earlier bad 

(Continued on Page 6)

Would you like a movie 
with your sloppy Joe?

THC seeks to fill 
historical gaps, 

uses Brazoria’s Dr. 
Herzog as example
The Texas Historical Commis-

sion (THC) is currently accepting 
applications for undertold Texas 
historical markers that address his-
torical gaps and promote diversity 
of topics and cultures. 

The deadline for submission is 
June 15.

The THC utilizes general marker 
application funds to sponsor these 
markers that represent an untold or 
undertold aspect of Texas history. 

Previous undertold markers 

honor significant individuals and 
real places like Brazoria’s Dr. Sofie 
Herzog, the first female surgeon in 
Texas, and the murals of Hannah 
Hall at Texas Southern University 
in Houston that were painted by 
students of the renowned artist Dr. 
John Biggers.

The THC can assist local 
sponsors and County Historical 
Commissions with selected topics 
by paying for the foundry cost of 
a historical marker, or by assisting 
with the research necessary to 
submit and complete a qualified 
application.

For more information about the 
Undertold Markers Program, con-
tact the THC’s History Programs 
Division at (512) 463-5853, or visit 
thc.texas.gov.
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

GEE WHIZ, MA’AM, YOU DIDN’T HAVE TO TELL MY DAD! 
A young man on spring break got a $200 tattoo of a tribal shark on his 
calf at a shop in Key West, then fled the premises without paying. But 
he posted the artwork on Instagram, and the lady who owns the place 
went on his account and sent him a message: “Bring your punk a— back 
to my shop and pay for your (expletive) tattoo.” She also contacted his 
father. The kid came in and paid up.

YES, SEND LADIES WHO ARE, SHALL WE SAY, VERY 
FRIENDLY: A man made several calls to the police emergency number 
in Duncannon, Pa., after midnight “requesting girls be sent to his loca-
tion.” He was arrested for disorderly conduct.

NO KIDDING, I’M A COP, TOO:  A man, who was impersonating 
a police officer, pulled over a car in Riverside county, Calif., and discov-
ered, to his dismay, that the driver was a real deputy sheriff.

IT’S NOT MINE; I DON’T KNOW HOW IT GOT THERE:  A 
man, who came to the Cambria County Courthouse in Ebensburg, Pa., 
was arrested after a routine search revealed that he had 52 doses of 
heroin in his pockets. 

SOOO, WHAT ARE YOU LADS UP TO? Three youthful nitwits 
conducted a drug deal – selling a quarter pound of marijuana -- in a gas 
station parking lot right next to the police station in Ellsworth, Wis. A 
drug task force officer, who was pumping gas into his patrol car, saw the 
whole thing.

YOU’RE RIGHT, THE SECRET SERVICE THING IS WAY 
MORE IMPRESSIVE: A man in Greensburg, Pa., was arrested for 
buying fake Secret Service identification cards and badges online to 
impress women. His real occupation is proprietor of a company that 
cleans up dog poop.

YOU PICKED THE WRONG PLACE TO ROB, BUB! A man 
came into a saloon in Cleveland waving a pistol and demanding the 
cash from the register. A group of patrons drinking at the bar did not take 
kindly to this and leapt on the would-be robber, disarming him and hold-
ing him down until the cops arrived.

MA’AM, THIS IS YOUR LUCKY DAY: A man suddenly took ill 
on a flight from Atlanta to Houston, and his panicked wife shouted for 
help from any doctors who might be on board. There happened to be 
20 of them returning from an annual medical conference. Five of them 
stabilized the husband in short order.

NOW THIS IS CONVENIENT: A drunk driver crashed his car right 
in front of the police station in Coventry, England. He was immediately 
arrested, and his injuries were attended to by paramedics from the fire 
station, which was located directly across the street.

SO, FEELING BETTER NOW? A man, who blew up his home in 
Newport, South Wales, after a day of drinking, told police that he did it 
because he was depressed at turning 50. He said he had planned to die 
in the explosion.

Purple Heart barbecue fundraiser set for Saturday
The Military Order of the Purple 

Heart Chapter 867 will hold a 
barbecue fundraiser Saturday, May 
20, at Dunbar Park Pavilion in Lake 
Jackson.

Plates of brisket and sausage 
with the trimmings and tea or water 
will be sold for $10 each at the park, 
which is located at 803 FM 2004, 
between 11 a.m. and 4 p,m,

 The group works closely with 
the Brazoria County Veterans office 
to help provide funds for one-time 
rental and utility payments, food, 
clothing and gasoline for any 

veteran or widower found to be in 
need, according to Sonya Broad-
way, the director of the Brazoria 
County Veteran’s Office.

The Military Order of Purple Heart 
(MOPH) was founded in 1932 for 
he protection and mutual interest of 
all who received the decoration of 
Purple Heart. It is the only service 
organization comprised only of 
combat-wounded veterans.

Monetary donations also can be 
made payable to MOPH Chapter 
867 at P.O. Box 1801, Angleton, 
77516. Donations for food and 
supplies for the barbecue also are 
welcomed. Other than fundrais-
ers, the chapter is supported by its 
membership.

To purchase tickets in advance, 
please contact Jim McIlroy at (979) 
549-4555.  
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

LIFE IN THE HOTTEST PLACE 
ON EARTH

Q. Iran’s Lut Desert is one of the 
hottest places on Earth.  In 2005, 
a satellite measurement of ground 
surface temperature set a record at 
70.7C (159.3F). About the size of 
West Virginia, the desert is mostly 
devoid of plant life yet sustains a 
vibrant ecosystem including insects, 
reptiles and desert foxes. How does 
the food web hold together without 
plants?

A. “Dead birds are a frequent 
sighting in the desert,” reports 
Richard Stone in “Science” maga-
zine. Researchers hypothesize that 
“migratory birds stray into the Lut 
and, overcome by the intense heat, 
fall from the sky like manna, forming 
the base of a food web.” This idea 
was bolstered by a recent expedi-
tion that found scavenged remains 
of dozens of migratory birds of vari-
ous species.

As to how the Lut’s denizens 
remain hydrated, satellite sensor 
data suggest there may be a hidden 
sea of briny groundwater a few 
inches beneath the surface. Indeed, 
one of the expedition’s trucks broke 
through the crusty soil and sank 
up to its axles -– in mud. “It was 
hard to believe,” said hydrologist 

Amir AghaKouchak, “but the area is 
really, really wet.”

THOSE LEGS NEVER STOP 
Q. The “Illacme plenipes” mil-

lipede may not sport a thousand 
(“mill”) legs, but it does hold the 
world record for having the greatest 
number of them. How many is that?

A. 750 legs, says “New Scientist” 
magazine. And just recently a new 
species of millipede, “Illacme tobini,” 
with 414 legs was discovered in a 
cave in Sequoia National Park. Its 
other anatomical features include 
some 200 poison glands, long 
silk-secreting hairs and four legs 
modified into penises. And that’s no 
joke!
THOSE SMOKIN’ MACHINES

Q. Whatever is a robot doing 
smoking cigarettes, taking leisurely 
shallow drags, then faster and 
faster?

A. Better a robot than a nicotine-
addicted Homo sapien with all the 
maladies that might attend such 
a habit. Researchers at Harvard 
University designed a machine that 
can be programmed to puff a ciga-
rette fast or slow and to take deep 
or shallow drags, reports “IEEE 
Spectrum” magazine. 

They’re able to adjust “the 
amount of smoke flowing into a 
lung-on-a-chip, a sensor lined with 
human lung cells.” With no harm 

done, they can replicate “the effects 
on lung disease of a multiple-pack-
a-day smoking habit.”
LOSING YOUR MING MAY BE 

A GOOD THING 
Q. Can you think of any special 

circumstance when brain loss might 
be a good thing?      

A. The latest data suggest that 
pregnancy selectively shrinks 
Mom’s gray matter to make her 
brain more responsive to Baby 
(“Nature Neuroscience”), says 
Laura Sanders in “Science News” 
magazine. In general, a woman’s 
reproductive history can reflect 
long-lasting changes to her brain’s 
health. 

“Pregnancy leaves signatures so 
strong that researchers could cor-
rectly predict whether women had 
been pregnant based on the brain 
changes,” changes still evident two 
years after pregnancy.

Further experiments suggested 
“the regions that shrunk the most 
—- parts of the frontal and tempo-
ral cortices as well as the midline 
—- are thought to be involved in 
understanding other people’s mental 
perspectives.”  Perhaps these 
regions then become more special-
ized, helping a mother better care 
for a baby.  

The regions showed greater 
responses to photos of a woman’s 
infant, and tellingly, “moms whose 
brains changed the most scored 
higher on a questionnaire about 
attachment to their babies.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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The NewTown Brazoria Cemetery was founded in 1922. It has grown 
substantially through the years as has the town and surrounding communi-
ties.

The Brazoria Cemetery Association board has decided to build an 
outdoor chapel.  

Board members Faye Griffin, Landsborough, Wynelle Vollbaum, Maness 
Griffin, Richard McLaren, James Barnett and Sandra Barnett toured the 
area to determine the location and direction of the chapel.

Then the bricks for the chapel were delivered. Pictured from left are 
Director Richard McLaren, Director Wynelle Vollbaum and Builder David 
Landsborough.

NewTown Cemetery to get chapel

Brady Latimer with the Central 
Brazoria County Business Park in 
Angleton won the drawing at the 
Angleton Chamber of Commerce’s 
candidates’ forum in April for a 
pair of tickets to Schlitterbahn in 
Galveston, donated by The Bulletin. 
He said a friend of his has been 
wanting to go to Schlitterbahn, 
so the timing was good. Shown 
also is Bulletin publisher Sharon 
Toth. (Photo courtesy of Michelle 
Alllison)

Bulletin gives away 
water park passes
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Did you know?

decisions.
Adults want a large screen, com-

fortable seat and no distractions. If 
management attended movies, it 
would know just before the movie 
begins seniors make one last trip to 
the bathroom and then the lights go 
down. 

The idea behind darkening the 
interior is to reduce distractions. 
So why does theater management 
believe the secret to success is 
offering more distraction?

In the case of AMC Theaters, it 
could be the CEO’s background. 
Adam Aron came from Starwood 
Hotels. Their movie business con-
sisted of discovering the maximum 
the company could charge for cable 
movies.

Aron’s first distraction was to 
allow texting in “select” theaters. 
This is like encouraging smok-

ing in “select” rows. Aron barely 
had time to bask in the glow from 
his announcement before AMC’s 
customer base rose up in revolt. 
He quickly withdrew the proposal, 
but at the time I wrote: “One can 
only wonder, with more than a little 
apprehension, what Aron’s next 
bright idea will be.”

Now we know.
It’s part of Aron’s strategy to turn 

AMC into a food court that also  
shows movies.

Patrons will long for the days 
when the rustle of cellophane and 
the occasional box of M&M’s hitting 
the floor were the worst annoy-
ances.

If Aron gets his way, patrons will 
be chowing down “a juicy chicken 
sandwich with waffles as buns” and 
“a new jalapeno-flavored South-
western (hot) dog that’s to die for.” 
Lip-smacking at AMC will no longer 

be a descriptive term for flavor, it will 
be a movie-watching reality.

What he calls “Feature Fare” 
includes cheeseburger sliders, 
stone-fired pizza, chili dogs, salami 
bites, chicken tenders, three new 
popcorn flavors and hot and cold 
running bicarbonate.

Think of it this way. If you believe 
riding in American Airlines economy 
class during mealtime is stinky, wait 
until you go to the movies! I’ll bet 
you can hardly wait to sit next to 
a gourmand chowing down on an 
onion-chili-cheese hotdog or savor-
ing his salami bites. 

And God help us if Aron adds 
frijoles to the menu. 

Theater management had to set 
movie sound systems on “stun” to 

overcome the clueless fools that talk 
during the feature. Are they going 
to turn the A/C up to “hurricane” to 
disperse odors?

It’s tough enough to eat on a 
plane when the lights are on, what’s 
it going to be like at AMC in the 
dark? How much of the “Bavarian 
Beast” is going to wind up in your 
lap? People won’t be wearing pon-
chos to keep dry in the rain, they’ll 
be wearing ponchos to stay clean at 
the movies.

And what about trash? Is the 
satisfied diner going to babysit meal 
debris until the feature is over? 
Heck no, he’s either going to disturb 

you once as he gets up to go to 
the garbage can and again on the 
return, or he’ll simply dump all the 
trash on the floor.

Which brings up another ques-
tion: How does Aron intend to clean 
the theater between meals? It’s 
going to look like the decontamina-
tion scene in the movie “Arrival.”

It was bad enough when there 
was so much gum on the floor of a 
theater your shoes felt like magnetic 
boots. The day I sit in jalapeno dog 
droppings is the day AMC loses me 
as a customer, but gets my cleaning 
bill.

© 2017 Michael Shannon

After making some bad decisions, movie theaters bet that messy food will boost attendance
(Continued from Page 1)

• The more an individual believes 
in TV portrayals of romance, the 
less likely they are to be committed 
to their relationships, studies show.

• In 2015, PornHub streamed 
75GB of data a second, which 
translates to enough porn to fill the 
storage in around 175 million 16GB 
iPhones.

• People who increase their 
water intake by 1-3 cups daily can 
decrease their total daily calorie 
intake by up to 205 calories, a study 
shows.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

The Lamar Fontaine Chapter #33 of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy recently placed a flag at the Munson Cemetery outside 
of Angleton.  Family members were on hand to help Jimmie Bennett, 
member of Lamar Fontaine Chapter.  Cemeteries in the county with 
Confederate veterans were all visited on the same day.

Confederate graves visited High school students visit BC during recent Career Fair
More than 1,500 juniors from 

area public and private high schools 
recently visited Brazosport College 
for its annual Career Fair.

During the event, students had 
the opportunity to explore careers 
with representatives from a wide 
variety of career fields. 

Students were also able to visit 
with career professionals, attend 
breakout sessions, and speak with 
college representatives about edu-
cational and training opportunities.

The day-long event was a coop-
erative effort between the college, 
area school districts, business, 
industry and civic organizations to 
deliver career and educational infor-
mation to high school students.

For more information about 
Brazosport College, visit 
www.brazosport.edu or call (979) 
230-3000.

James Wieczorek, with Brazosport College’s Physical Sciences & Process 
Technologies Division, demonstrates with a bell jar how a marshmallow 
reacts to changes in vacuum pressure. Also in the bell jar is a beaker 
that contains a water/rubbing alcohol solution, which demonstrates how 
liquids will boil under a vacuum at room temperature.
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MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE SPONSORS

James Patterson is 
donating money to 

school libraries
By Connie Ogle
Miami Herald (TNS)

James Patterson is giving away 
more money to get kids reading. 

And your school library could get 
some.

In the third installment of his 
School Library Campaign in 
partnership with Scholastic Read-
ing Club, Patterson — author 
of books for middle grades and 
adults — is donating $1.75 million 
to school libraries around the 
country.

This time around, the plan 
focuses on teachers. Patterson 
will award $500 grants to 3,500 
teachers in grades pre-K through 
12 in U.S. schools to improve 
their classroom libraries. The 
funds can be used to buy new 
books, expand programming, or 
even build more bookshelves, if 
that’s what’s needed.

“Many kids rely solely on 
their classroom bookshelves for 
reading material, particularly in 
schools without a library,” Pat-
terson said in a statement. “I’m 
excited to expand the reach of 
the program, and make a posi-
tive impact on teachers who are 
working with students all day, 
every day, in every school in the 

country.”
Patterson, who writes the Word 

of Mouse and Jacky Ha Ha series 
for kids as well as the Alex Cross 
series for adults, has donated 
$3.5 million to school libraries as 
part of this program so far.

Want to apply, teachers? 
Visit http://www.scholastic.com/
pattersonpartnership
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Brazosport College has partnered 
with Braskem America Inc. to pro-
vide job training using a $234,830 
Skills Development Fund grant from 
the Texas Workforce Commission 
(TWC). The grant will benefit work-
ers in the Gulf Coast Texas area.

“The partnership between 
Braskem America and Brazosport 
College on this Skills Development 
Fund grant will benefit both the local 
community and its workforce,” said 
TWC Commissioner Representing 
Labor Julian Alvarez. “Our labor 
force is among the most talented 
and skilled in the world, and we 
continue to seek and implement 
strategies to improve the skills of 
Texas workers.”

The check was presented during 
a reception at the BASF Center for 
Process Technology on the Brazos-
port College campus.

This grant will be used to provide 

customized training to 118 new and 
incumbent workers for industry-
related topics with focused instruc-
tion on pump operations, process 
equipment, industrial control 
circuitry and safety/rescue training. 
Trainees will include production 
engineers, electrical technicians, 
process specialists, and lab techni-
cians. Upon completion of training, 
the workers will receive an average 
wage of $35.89.

Since its inception in 1996, the 
Skills Development Fund grants 
have created or upgraded more 
than 342,428 jobs throughout 
Texas. The grants have assisted 
4,238 employers with their custom-
ized training needs. The Legislature 
allocated $48.5 million to the Skills 
Development Fund for the 2016-
17 biennium. For more informa-
tion, visit the TWC website at 
www.texasworkforce.org/skills. 

BC, Braskem pair for job-training grant



the museum gives an intimate view 
of the masters. To enliven all the 
history, follow up a museum visit 
with Edinburgh’s popular literary 
pub tour, where actors wittily debate 
whether Scotland’s great literature 
was high art - or creative recreation 
fueled by a love of whisky.

  PARIS, FRANCE: The 
European love affair with books is 
charmingly demonstrated in the 
green metal bookstalls that line 

the Left Bank of 
the Seine River. 
Second-hand 
booksellers, 

called “bouquinistes,” have been a 
Parisian fixture since the mid-1500s, 
when such shops and stalls lined 
most of the bridges in Paris. (Busi-
ness boomed after the Revolution, 
when entire libraries were “liber-
ated” from rich nobles.)

  Another writers’ landmark is 
the Shakespeare and Company 
bookstore. Founded in 1919 by free-
thinking American Sylvia Beach, the 
original shop on Rue de l’Odeon 
was a meeting place for Paris’s 
expatriate literary elite. Ernest 
Hemingway regularly borrowed 
books from the store. When James 
Joyce struggled to find a publisher 
for his now-classic “Ulysses,” Beach 
published it. While the Nazi’s shut 
the shop down in 1941, its post-war 
incarnation near the banks of the 
Seine carries on Beach’s tradition 
by supporting struggling writers.

  DUBLIN, IRELAND: Of all 
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Rick Steve’s Europe

and made the same vow (I’ve pretty 
much stuck to it ever since) and got 
myself to the snack bar.

I don’t miss the smoke in the 
lobby a bit, but the recent bevy of 
cinematic marathons currently in 
theatres makes me pretty nostalgic 
for intermissions. Plus there’s the 
fact that sitting down that long is 
unhealthy. Getting up and moving 
around pretty often – at work, during 
long drives, in airplanes, or in other 
situations where held captive – is a 
good idea. 

Even we die-hard baseball fans 
know that. That’s why we have the 
seventh inning stretch. Of course 
some fans are so full of cheer and 
beer by the seventh inning they feel 
the need to sing badly out loud, but 
most of us just need to stand up and 
stretch. We need a little break.

By its broadest – and only 
– definition, that little break is all an 
intermission is. It’s a pause between 
two much longer segments on either 
side of the respite that separates 
them.

A good example for writers is 
providing occasional page breaks, 
those white spaces that indicate a 
new scene or a shift in the storyline. 
Readers need a break every now 
and then as much as moviegoers 
do. 

That’s why I try to provide that 
magical little open space often when 
I’m writing a book. I also try to keep 
chapters as short as possible. I 
figure when my readers are in bed 
at night and have just finished a 
relatively brief chapter that kept their 
interest, then they’re likely to read 
another short one before calling it 
a day. 

But if an intimidatingly thick bunch 

of pages looms up before them, the 
book is likely to get shut and the 
lamp turned off. Short chapters keep 
readers reading.  

And, on a purely practical level, 
authors need to keep their fans 
reading as surely as sellers of other 
commodities need to keep their 
customers coming back for more. 
Granted, keeping your audience 
on board depends on many more 
things than doling out text in agree-
ably brief spurts. But every little trick 
helps.

Well, if you’ll excuse me now, I 
have several old movies recorded 
and need to make a choice. Let’s 
see, here’s “Exodus,” “In Harm’s 
Way,” and “Advise and Consent,” 
all made by Otto Preminger, my 
favorite director. Each of them runs 
around three hours.

I recorded them from TCM, 
the channel that runs the original 
prints with the overtures up front 
and intermissions in the middle. Of 
course the pause or stop buttons on 
my handy remote control provides 
breaks whenever I need them, but 
I’ll try to wait for the official one with 
the theme music.  

That way I can imagine watching 
the film in one of those long-gone 
downtown theaters and rushing out 
to the concession counter for a Dr. 
Pepper, popcorn, a hot dog, and a 
big box of Milk Duds.

Alas, in my house it will be a 
handful of grapes and a diet soda or 
mineral water.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Give me a break and grab the grapes

Paging through the book stores, libraries of Europe
By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

Getting close to one of the big 
icons of Western civilization - the 
Acropolis, the palace of Versailles, 
the Colosseum - can be the spine-
tingling high point of a European 
trip. But don’t paper over Europe’s 
“smaller” achievements. Many of 
Europe’s lasting cultural contribu-
tions are captured on dusty sheets 
of vellum or parchment. Paging 
through these literary treasures in 

museums and libraries can raise a 
few goose bumps of their own.

  LONDON, ENGLAND: 
The British Library is vast, but its 
librarians have managed to cram 
everything that really matters into 
a two-room exhibition called “The 
Treasures.” Early Bibles, a First 
Folio of Shakespeare’s works, Lewis 
Carroll’s “Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland,” the Magna Carta, and 
Beatles’ lyrics (scribbled on the back 
of a greeting card) vie for your atten-

tion. Surrounded by this bounty, it’s 
clear that the British Empire built 
some of its greatest monuments out 
of paper.

  Fans can pay their respects 
to Britain’s literary masters in the 
Poets’ Corner at Westminster 
Abbey. Geoffrey Chaucer was the 
first literary great to be buried here 
(in 1400). Among those interred 
nearby are Charles Dickens, Robert 
Browning, Thomas Hardy, Alfred 
Tennyson and Edmund Spenser. 

  PRAGUE, CZECH REPUB-
LIC: Given their imaginative, some-
times fanciful culture, it’s no surprise 
that the Czechs have produced 
some famously clever writers. 
Prague native Franz Kafka wrote his 
renowned “Metamorphosis” (eleva-
tor pitch: man wakes up as cock-
roach) in an Old Town apartment 
overlooking the Vltava River. That 
building was destroyed in 1945, but 
fans today can visit the Franz Kafka 
Museum (good even for those who 
don’t know much about him) and the 
Franz Kafka Society Center (book-
store and center devoted to him). 

  Ironically, until recently, many 
Czechs were not too familiar with 
Kafka, a Jew who wrote in German. 
During World War II, his writings 
were banned when Germans occu-
pied the city and, after the war, his 
work was caught 
up in a wave of 
anti-German feel-
ing. The ensuing 
communist regime had little use for 
him either. Locals began to take 
him more seriously after the Velvet 
Revolution of 1989, when tourists 
from around the world started show-
ing up wearing Kafka T-shirts.

  EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND: 
The lives and literature of Scotland’s 
holy trinity - Robert Burns, Sir Walter 
Scott and Robert Louis Stevenson 
- are the focus of Edinburgh’s Writ-
ers Museum. Burns was Scotland’s 
bard, extolling his native land in 
poetry. Stevenson stirred the Scot-
tish soul with evocative classics like 
“Kidnapped” and “Treasure Island.” 
Scott - who wrote the historical 
novels “Ivanhoe” and “Rob Roy” 
- revived his countrymen’s pride 
in Highland culture and the Gaelic 
language. 

  With exhibits mingling first 
editions with personal artifacts 
(Scott’s pipe, Burns’ writing desk), 

the places I’ve traveled in Europe, 
Ireland excels in literary passion. 
Around the turn of the 20th century, 
Dublin produced some of the world’s 
great writers. Oscar Wilde wowed 
Britain with his quick wit and clever 
satires of upper-class Victorian 
society. William Butler Yeats won 
a Nobel Prize for his Irish-themed 
poems and plays. Most inventive 
of all, perhaps, was James Joyce, 
who captured literary lightning in a 
bottle when he focused on Dublin’s 
seedier side in his stream-of-con-
sciousness “Ulysses.” 

  The Dublin Writers Museum is 
the place to view authorial bric-a-
brac. But to experience the Irish 
gift of gab in its highest form, treat 
yourself to a night out at the Abbey 
Theatre. Founded by Yeats to bring 
to the stage the “deeper emotions 
of Ireland,” the theater has been 
promoting Irish writers and artists 
for more than a hundred years.

  It’s no exaggeration to say 
that Europe’s literary documents 
changed the course of history. From 
pubs to museums to libraries, if you 
decide to target the literary culture 
of Europe, the entire continent can 
be a good read.

  (Rick Steves 
(www.ricksteves.com) writes 
European travel guidebooks and 
hosts travel shows on public televi-
sion and public radio. Email him at 
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his 
blog on Facebook.)

     (c)2017 RICK STEVES

The British Library houses its treasures on 380 miles of shelving. 
(Dominic Arizona Bonuccelli, Rick Steves’ Europe)
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to have when flying the friendly 
blue skies. Flying to a vacation spot 
was as special as being there, and 
when it was almost over, we looked 
forward to flying back. It was part of 
the adventure.

All that has changed over the 
decades, as we all see on the news 
almost daily. Air travel is not all that 
special anymore. As a matter of 
fact, it is quite a hassle, the worst 
part of a trip at times.

It was to the family who got 
kicked off the Delta flight recently, 

and to the Chinese doctor who was 
dragged off a United Airlines plane 
because he would not give up his 
seat due to overbooking.

It also was for a friend whose 
plane was turned around just before 
reaching Houston because of bad 
weather, even though the storm 
blew through quickly. She spent 
another night and day trying to 
make it back home. 

Airlines have hardened after 9-11. 
Tight security has a lot to do with 
it, but the way airlines treat their 
passengers is also a frame of mind, 

perhaps an overreaction to the very 
strict security measures, or maybe 
a lack of ability to perceive passen-
gers as people rather than cattle.

I should not paint all airlines with 
a single brush. Southwest Airlines 
got some good publicity recently, 
when due to a personal emergency 
they had to rebook a passenger 
flight. They made sure everything 
was taken care of, and even made 
the woman a lunch kit for the later 
flight.

I love flying Southwest and book 
my trip with them if they fly to where 
I want to go. So, not all airlines are 
evil, definitely not Southwest.

Panam didn’t used to be either, 
but they went under a long time 
ago. Before they did, though, I 
took my son, John, to Europe, and 
we booked the trip on Panam. But 
things didn’t go as planned.

We had a two-hour delay in Hous-
ton because there was a tropical 
storm in the Gulf of Mexico. Our 
plane to New York had to go around 
it before arriving in Houston from 
another city.Then it took some time 
to board.

The pilot reassured us that he 
would put the plane in high gear and 
make up some of the time we lost, 
but we thought we were surely still 
going to miss our connecting flight 
to Vienna.

And that was just fine with me, 
because we would stay in a hotel 
for one night and eat on the airline’s 
dime. The next day I would show 
John around New York City. He 
was about to get a white tornado 
tour. Then we would board the flight 
to Vienna and sleep on the plane. 
Great plan.

“Don’t hurry. The flight to Vienna 
is long-gone,” I told John as we 
walked through the terminal to the 

departure gate so that I could pick 
up my free hotel and meal vouchers.

Then a distant voice started yell-
ing from the back of the terminal. 
“Are you Mr. Toth? Please hurry. 
We’ve held the plane for you.”

“Does this mean that we won’t be 

staying in New York tonight?” asked 
a disappointed 10-year-old.

That is the way airlines used to 
operate, even though in this case 
their considerate attitude had an 
inadvertent backlash. BTW: The 
flight to Vienna arrived on time.

Once upon a time in a land far away (actually right here), flying commercially used to be fun
(Continued from Page 1)

Did you know?
• A study found that people are 

in the best mood while they are 
bicycling compared to any other 
mode of transportation.

• When Madonna and artist 
Jean-Michel Basquiat broke up, 
he took back all of the paintings 
he made for her and painted them 
black.

• A study of naturally blonde baby 
boomers found that the average IQ 
score of a blonde is actually higher 
than those with other hair colors.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

To meditate effectively, focus on God’s truth
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: My exercise instructor says 
we should learn to relax by emp-
tying our minds of all thoughts, 
and then meditating on peace 
and calmness (or at least I think 
that’s what she’s saying). Does 
the Bible say anything about 
meditation? - Mrs. N.N.

.A: Yes, the Bible does urge us 
to meditate, although not in the 
way your instructor is apparently 
recommending. It’s not wrong, of 
course, to want to be free of fears 
and anxious thoughts, but simply 
emptying our minds is not the 
solution; it may even open us to 
greater problems and worries.

  Instead of emptying our 
minds, therefore, the Bible urges 
us instead to fill our minds - with 
God’s truth. Let’s face it: In the 
course of a day, all sorts of 
thoughts lodge themselves in our 
minds - some good, some not so 

good. Those thoughts can, in turn, 
give birth to all sorts of worries 
and anxieties; they may even lead 
us to do things that are wrong or 
destructive.

  How will we conquer these 
thoughts? The Bible gives us the 
solution: Turn them over to God, 
and meditate on Him and His 
truth. Truth drives out that which 
is false, and there’s no greater or 
more reliable truth than the truth of 
God’s Word, the Bible! This is why 
I urge people to read a portion of 
the Bible every day - and not only 
read it, but also meditate on what 
it means and how it applies to their 
life. The Bible says, “Blessed is the 
one... whose delight is in the law of 
the Lord, and who meditates on his 
law day and night” (Psalm 1:1-2).

  Set aside time each day to be 
alone with God - praying, read-
ing His Word, and meditating on 
its truth. When you do, anxious 
thoughts will flee, and peace and 
trust will take their place. 
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‘Slime’ is oozing 
through middle 

schools
By Kelsy Ketchum
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

MINNEAPOLIS — Are your kids 
coming home from school covered 
in glitter?

Is your contact solution disap-
pearing rather quickly?

Do you always seem to be out of 
glue?

If so, your kids are probably into 
slime — a trend oozing through 
middle schools nationwide.

Slime is sort of like a homemade 
Silly Putty, but stickier. Made from 
simple household ingredients 
(including glue, contact solution, 
borax and shaving cream), slime 
has become such a hit with tween 
girls that Target and Walgreens 
have had runs on glue, and Office 
Depot and Office Max are offering 
recipes online and slime-making 
demonstrations in their stores 
nationwide.

What’s the attraction?

“It’s satisfying to play with,” said 
Petra Lyon, a student at Breck 
School in Golden Valley, Minn. 
“Class can be boring, and we need 
something to fidget with.”

Kids, it turns out, do more than 
just fidget with it. They get together 
to make it, give it away as tokens of 
friendship, or sell it. Making slime 
has turned into a bona fide busi-
ness, with middle-schoolers selling 
it on Instagram and Snapchat for 
$1 to $5. Slime-related accounts on 
Instagram have upward of 700,000 
followers and the hashtag #slime 

has 2.8 million posts and counting.
Annabell Sorensen is a 12-year-

old slime connoisseur at South 
View Middle School in Edina, Minn. 
She describes the “ideal” slime as 
“stretchy, fun to play with and a little 
sticky.” Depending on the ingredi-
ents and amounts, slime can end up 
too sticky, too stringy or too dry, she 
explained. Like many girls, Annabell 
has a favorite recipe, which she per-
sonalizes with food coloring, glitter, 
even little Styrofoam balls.

Gigi Shapiro, who attends Breck, 
has been in the slime game for 

about three months. She sells her 
slime at school and advertises her 
wares by allowing classmates to 
use her slime for free for a class 
period.

According to Gigi, slime is strictly 
a girl thing. “Boys aren’t as crafty in 
our grade,” she said.

Annabell agreed. “Boys don’t 
have good luck with slime.” They 
tend to just poke at it or wrap it 
around their hands, when really they 
should stretch it or twist it. “They just 
can’t do it,” she said. “They have to 
have someone lead them.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Vehicles with meters
5 Give the heave-ho
10 Fishhook point
14 Fabled monster
15 South Pacific island studied by 
Margaret Mead
16 Olympic sword
17 1987 Cher film
19 Refuses to
20 Plain text

21 Sophocles character for whom a 
Freudian complex is named
23 Lack of variety
27 Trail mix tidbit
28 Gradually become narrower
30 Group of eight
34 Time co-founder Henry
38 Track events
40 Put on the payroll
41 Tehran’s country
42 Armistice

43 Ireland, to an Irish poet
44 Painter Chagall
45 New Testament king
46 Monopoly card with mortgage 
values
47 __-Bits: letter-shaped cereal
49 Leaf under a petal
51 Escort’s offering
53 Great energy
58 Capital of Lithuania
62 Latest craze
63 Tinker with text
64 1945 Ingrid Bergman film
68 “What __ could I do?”
69 Spine-tingling
70 Latvian capital
71 Collecting Soc. Sec., maybe
72 Threaded fastener
73 Tabloid twosome

DOWN
1 Free tickets, say
2 Marketplace of ancient Greece
3 Dustpan go-with
4 Good judgment
5 Fla. clock setting
6 Cookie container
7 Outback bird
8 Chanel of fashion
9 Spoken for
10 2005 Nicole Kidman film
11 For each one
12 Eye care brand
13 “All __ are off”
18 Telegraphed
22 Batman and Robin, e.g.
24 Word before or after “mother”
25 Shows mercy
26 Assured payment of, as a loan
29 Duplicate again
31 Michelin product
32 New York border lake
33 Watch over, as sheep
34 Peru’s capital
35 River to the Caspian
36 Bellyache
37 2007 Amy Adams film
39 Family car
48 Tycoon Onassis
50 Sheepish youngster?
52 Inspiration sources
54 New Zealand native
55 Arctic dweller
56 Burn slightly
57 Respectful address
58 Zig or zag
59 On a break
60 Enumerate
61 On __: without a contract
65 Flub a line, say
66 Golf ball position
67 __ Alcindor: Kareem, formerly
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
SLOTH  MOUSE  CAMEL  TIGER WHALE  OTTER  HORSE  SABLE  MOOSE
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• The day Muhammad Ali’s body returned to his hometown, bees swarmed 
at his “Float Like a Butterfly, Sting Like a Bee” mural in the same city.

• In Super Mario Bros., Mario has to walk 3.4 miles and swim 1218.5 feet 
to save Princess Peach—not including bonus areas or warps.

• In Wayne, West Virginia, two dogs who were locked in a car while their 
owner shopped once drove the vehicle straight into a Walmart.

• Nicolas Cage voluntarily returned a Tyrannosaur skull he bought for 
$276,000 to the Mongolian government after learning it had been stolen.

• The average English-speaker has about 50,000 words in their mind and 
usually finds the right one in roughly 600 milliseconds.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Give an answer with-
out getting in an argument. By taking your time and 
being thorough, you can avoid the problems that arise 
from too much speed and thoughtlessness. Exercise 
self-discipline in the week ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): As this week unfolds, 
you may find powerful ways to realize your ambitions. 
Anything you begin will have your complete attention, 
and you can achieve your dreams because of your 
passion and single-mindedness.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Act as though you 
know what you are doing. In the week ahead, you 
should give no one any reason to suspect your 
motives. Just when everything is going along as 
planned someone might throw you a curve ball.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Money might be 
meant for spending, but only if it creates a meaningful 
ending. During the week ahead, whenever emphasis 
is placed on finances and possessions, consider if it 
creates a means to a worthy end.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Consistent effort will earn 
recognition and appreciation from those who count the 
most. Make an effort to keep busy with constructive 
and worthwhile projects in the week to come. Be will-
ing to wait for a pat on the back.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Be passionate about 
having the best of everything. Focus on making your 
dreams come true in the week to come, even if it 
means you must learn something new. You may suc-
ceed if you perform diligent research.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Charity begins at home. Be 
grateful for reliable partners, devoted family members and 
steadfast friends in the week ahead. Financial stability and 
material success will be yours if you work hard and apply 
your skills.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Answer the call when 
called upon to do your best. In the week ahead, your 
partner or loved ones might pressure you to do your best. 
Be appreciative of support, and don’t waste time trying to 
do things on your own.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Make material 
stability a priority as this week unfolds. Your ambitious 
nature will have a chance to shine when you are given the 
opportunity to stabilize your finances. Self-discipline and 
planning will pay off.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Push the pedal to the 
metal in the week ahead. You can let your creativity have 
full rein and accomplish whatever you set out to do. You 
will have plenty of assistance from the family unit to realize 
your dreams.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The way finances are 
handled demonstrates character. Proof of your dedication 
to duty and sterling ethics can be like money in the bank. 
Don’t let gossip or innuendo affect your financial decisions 
in the week ahead.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Your inner hero doesn’t 
need to be faster than a speeding bullet to overcome 
misunderstandings and obstacles. Achieve new heights in 
the week ahead without being abrasive or pretending to be 
something you aren’t.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1602, Cape Cod was discovered 
by English navigator Bartholomew 
Gosnold. In 1911, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ordered the dis-
solution of Standard Oil Co., ruling 
it was in violation of the Sherman 
Antitrust Act.

May 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1770, Marie Antoinette, age 14, 
married the future King Louis XVI 
of France, who was 15 at the time. 
In 1868, the Senate failed by one 
vote to convict President Andrew 
Johnson on the first of 11 articles 
of impeachment against him.

May 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1954, the Supreme Court issued 
its landmark Brown vs. Board of 
Education of Topeka (Kan.) ruling, 
which held that racially segregated 
public schools were inherently 
unequal. In 1987, 37 American 
sailors were killed when an Iraqi 
warplane attacked the Navy frigate 
USS Stark in the Persian Gulf.

May 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1804, Napoleon Bonaparte was 
proclaimed emperor of France. 
In 1980, the Mount St. Helens 
volcano in Washington state 
exploded, leaving 57 people dead 
or missing.

May 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1588, the Spanish Armada set sail 
for England with the goal of captur-
ing Queen Elizabeth I and putting 
the daughter of Spain’s King Phillip 
II and his wife, Scotland’s late 
Catholic Queen Mary I, whom Eliz-
abeth had executed the prior year 
after uncovering Mary’s reputed 
plot against her life, on the throne 
of the “heretical” Protestant nation. 
Although Spain was considered to 
have the most powerful navy in the 
world, the Brits soundly defeated 
its fleet of more than 100 ships 
and their Dutch allies that August. 

May 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1927, Charles Lindbergh took off 
from Long Island, N.Y., aboard the 

Spirit of St. Louis on the first-ever 
solo flight across the Atlantic. 
In 1961, a white mob attacked 
a busload of Freedom Riders in 
Montgomery, Ala., prompting the 
federal government to send in U.S. 
marshals.

May 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1804, Lewis and Clark’s danger-
ous and now-legendary expedition 
to explore the American West 
began from St. Louis. In 1891, 
boxers Peter Jackson and Jim 
Corbett fought 61 rounds to a 
draw.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1972, 
U.S. Democratic presidential 
candidate George C. Wallace of 
Alabama was shot and paralyzed 
while campaigning in Maryland 
during the primaries.

This week’s question: In 
what city did the U.S. Consti-
tutional Convention convene in 
1787?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: UNWED  APART  HEALTH  ENOUGH
Answer: When the twins went to the park to play, they went -- “TWO-GETHER”

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Drug-sniffing dogs? No 
kidding!

A greyhound-racing trainer 
in St. Petersburg, Fla., had his 
license revoked after five of 
his charges tested positive for 
cocaine.

Track officials suspected 
something was amiss when his 
dogs kept stopping to snort up the 
finish line.

Coincidence of the Week
Lifelong Mets fan Roy Riegel 

— whose cremated remains have 
been flushed down 16 ballpark 
toilets around the country as 
a tribute by a childhood friend 
— grew up near the Mets’ present 
home, Flushing Meadows.

Sports quiz
King’s College London Dental 

Institute, citing a survey of 11,000 
patients, claims that a profound 
fear of dentistry:

a) can sabotage a person’s 
physiological, psychological, 
social and emotional well-being

b) is the main reason Britain 
can’t field an Olympic hockey 

team.
Two thumbs up
Donkey Kong is among four 

new inductees into the World 
Video Game Hall of Fame in 
Rochester, N.Y.

Pundits predict there won’t be 
a dry eye in the place when Mario 
and Luigi deliver his induction 
speech.

Wedded miss
A recent Cubs-Red Sox game 

included what appeared to be a 
failed marriage proposal on the 
Fenway Park videoboard.

But the foiled groom-to-be, 
undeterred, is already hatching 
plans to line up Colin Kaepernick 
to take a knee for him.

Out of her way!
NASCAR driver Danica 

Patrick’s No. 10 car will sport a 
“Wonder Woman” paint scheme 
in races May 13 and 20 to help 
hype the upcoming movie’s June 
2 debut.

So what’s next — Dale Jr. driv-
ing the Batmobile?

Truth be told
April 30, in case you missed it, 

was National Honesty Day
Notice it didn’t fall on any of the 

days leading up to the NFL draft.
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