
everybody safe. But for a while, we 
were not going to focus on this pan-
demic. We focused on happiness.

Our original baby shower was 
scheduled for April 18, but then 

COVID-19 happened, and we 
canceled it. Then we decided to 
reschedule it and do a virtual and 
drive-through shower. We weren’t 
sure how it was going to turn out. 
It turned out better than we could 
have imagined.
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ActionS has a lot of 
new  seniors; signs 
of a stroke; robot 

pets may be helping 
Alzheimer’s victims; 

and much more...

By John Toth
The Bulletin

Here we go again. After only a 
few weeks of recovery time and 
some normalcy returning to the 
homestead, we jumped head-first 
into Major Renovation Project No. 2.

I did it reluctantly because we 
recently renovated the kitchen and 

spent weeks looking for things and 
washing dishes in the bathroom 
sink. The place was a mess for 
weeks. Sometimes it was easier to 
just buy what I needed rather than 
look for it.

The guys from A+ Remodeling 
in Angleton were not the problem. 
They did a great job. It was the fact 
that, after decades of living in the 
same house, I got used to the way 
things are and where they are.

After the kitchen renovation, the 
master bathroom was the next obvi-
ous project. It was a little outdated. 
We have not made any changes to it 
since moving here in 1989. 

I still had the same sink my 
daughter, Stephanie, painted - for 
whatever reason - when she was 

Ramblings

My much-needed baby shower that soothed the soul
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin 

Everyone needed this baby 
shower.

I needed it; my husband needed 
it; our friends needed it; our whole 
family needed it. It made us feel 
like things are normal. This was a 
time to focus on a new life arriving 
in the world.

COVID-19 was shoved in the 
closet, safely under lock and key, 
and the key was lost for a few 
hours. We made a few changes 
to follow the guidelines and keep 

For the drive-through baby 
shower, we sat outside in lawn 
chairs in the garage, and we had 
goody bags to give to each person 
that showed up. Some of our friends 
and family made signs for our soon-
to-be son, Brantley. Our neighbor’s 
small children made signs with 
pictures of their pal, our dog, on 
them that read: “Jack is going to be 
the best big brother.”

As some people pulled up, they 
came and hung out with us for 
a little while in the driveway. We 

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Have you ever been in the unem-
ployment line?

It’s a humbling experience that 
millions of Americans, including 2.1 
million Texans, are experiencing 
because of Covid-19. 

Because I am retired, I haven’t 
faced the trauma of losing a job this 
time, but that doesn’t mean I don’t 
empathize with those suddenly 
unemployed through no fault of their 
own.

I have been there before. 
Twenty-five years ago last month 

I was working at the Houston Post. I 
had been at the Post since 1971 and 

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

 If you read my column, you 
realize I like to ferret out little gems 
of history that lie all around us for 
the discovery. If I find something 
interesting, I like to research it a bit 
and share with you what I find. 

I live on the San Bernard River, 
and my heart is here, so when I 
found out that one of the ships of the 
short-lived Texas Navy was named 
after the Bernard, I just had to go 
down that rabbit hole. Hope you 
enjoy the journey as well. 

The San Bernard River is now 

Memories are made of this Senior Focus
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Freaky weather facts

Freaky weather facts
• In Antarctica, snow can fall so hard you can’t see your hand in front of 

your face.
• A white-out, a heavy snowfall that makes it difficult to see, can make you 

feel sick.
• Wildfires sometimes create tornadoes made of fire called “fire whirls”.
• In 1972, a blizzard dumped so much snow on Iran, it buried 200 villages.
• “Black ice,” a transparent coating of ice on a surface, can make pave-

ments super-slippery.

• When COVID-19 shut down 
most of the world, the atmosphere 
cleaned inself up in a few weeks.

• Some tornadoes can be faster 
than Formula One racing cars!

• Some frogs get noisier just 
before it rains.

• In 525 BC, a sandstorm buried 
hundreds of soldiers in an Egyptian 
desert.

• Waterspouts, or rotating columns 
of air over water, can make sea 
creatures rain down from the sky.

• The most damage ever caused 
by a thunderstorm was in 1995, 
when hailstones bigger than cricket 
balls fell in Texas.

• In 1684, it was so cold that the 
River Thames froze solid for two 
months.

• Cats and dogs have been 
known to sense when a tornado is 
approaching.



Dam in China; 21.7 million metric 
tons for the Grand Coulee Dam in 
Washington State; and 0.11 million 
metric tons for Burj Khalifa Tower, 
the world’s tallest building, in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 

In 1985, China became the 
world’s largest producer of cement, 
comprising up to 15% of concrete, 
and its output now accounts for 
nearly 60% of the global total. Con-
sider that “in 2017 and 2018, China 
made slightly more cement… than 
the U.S had made throughout the 
entire 20th century.”
Great white scaredy sharks
Q. Great white sharks are perhaps 
the most widely feared predators 

in the ocean. So why did “Scientific 
American” magazine label them 

“scaredy-sharks”?
A. Because they may have 

something to fear from orcas, 
also known as killer whales, says 
the magazine’s Jason Goldman. 
According to research scientist 
Salvador Jorgensen, who has 
spent more than 15 years studying 
great white sharks near Califor-
nia’s coast, something unusual 
happened in 2009: All 17 of them 
that were swimming around the 
Farallon Islands simultaneously 
departed in a matter of hours, when 
normally it would take weeks or 
months. 

As Jorgensen and colleagues 
reported, “Great whites have 
been seen abandoning this prime 
feeding area when killer whales 
come too close for comfort — even 
if the mammals are simply passing 
through for a few hours.”  And the 
sharks stay away for the entire 
season.

While it’s not known how the 
sharks detect the orcas, the 
researchers suggest that most 
likely the sharks “were able to smell 
something in the water that alerted 
them,” perhaps sniffing out the 
orcas themselves or some chemi-
cal cue from another stressed-out 
shark after an encounter.

The fact is that sharks have 
existed for 450 million years, and, 
Jorgensen says, “For sharks to 
have survived and thrived in our 
ocean for so long, they have their 
bag of tricks….  One of those tricks 
is knowing when to fold.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Delicate shuttlecocks
Q. Playing badminton in your 

backyard on a summer evening is a 
lot of fun, even if the cheap plastic 
birdies (shuttlecocks) get easily 
damaged, causing them to wobble. 
Did you know that badminton has 
been an Olympic sport since 1992? 
What kind of birdies do the pros 
use?

A. Most competitive badminton 
tournaments use shuttlecocks 
that have real feathers, preferably 
geese feathers and mostly those 
from the left wing, says Dan Lewis 
on his “Now I Know” website. 
Aerodynamics is the reason. 
According to a deputy commis-
sioner of the Badminton World 
Federation, the feathers from the 
left and right wings are curved 
differently: Shuttlecocks made from 
the left wing will spin clockwise, 
while those from the right have an 
undesired, inconsistent spin. Mixing 
the feathers from both wings is also 
undesirable, since it will cause the 
shuttlecock to wobble.

But there aren’t a lot of feather-
less geese out there, the commis-
sioner adds. “The geese are bound 
for butcher shops or being plucked 
for down pillows and jackets. If the 
feathers of their left wings weren’t 

used for shuttlecocks, they’d be 
used for something else, or just 
thrown away.”

Now you know “badminton’s 
sinister secret,” as Lewis titled his 
entry, explaining that the word “sin-
ister” comes from the same Latin 
word, which meant “left” or “on the 
left side.” 

So tough, yet so weak
Q. It can resist a crushing pres-

sure roughly equal to the weight of 
an African bull elephant balanced 
on a coin, yet a very weak pulling 
force can tear it apart. The Romans 
were the first to make it, and today 
its presence can be seen every-
where. What is it?

A. It’s concrete. Rome’s Pan-
theon, completed in 126 C.E., still 
spans a greater distance than any 
other structure made of non-rein-
forced concrete, say Vaclav Smil 
in “IEEE Spectrum” magazine. 
Concrete’s components are cement 
(7-15%), water (14-21%) and sand 
and gravel (60-75%). The weak-
ness of concrete, as noted before, 
can be offset by reinforcement, and 
before the end of the 19th century, 
steel reinforcement was common 
in construction: in freeways, paved 
roads, airport runways and parking 
lots. Today, notable concrete 
structures include 65.5 million 
metric tons in the Three Gorges 
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

If your favorite restaurant’s dining 
room is inaccessible, or you’re pick-
ing up take-out, this is a convenient 
way to make sure that you don’t 
miss a single issue of The Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

BUT CAN HE PARALLEL PARK?: A 20-year-old man with a 
learner’s permit led police on a 100 mph chase through Canberra, 
Australia, in a stolen car, emitting a shower of sparks, because his left 
rear wheel was missing. He swerved in and out of traffic, drove around 
a police cruiser, attempting to stop him, crossed into the oncoming lane 
to overtake several vehicles, ran a red light, and crashed into two other 
cars.

YOU’RE NOT IN THE MOOD!? WELL, I’M IN THE MOOD, 
BUSTER!: After they got home from drinking at a bowling alley in St. 
Lucie County. Fla., a woman attacked her boyfriend because he refused 
her request to engage in intimate activities.

 HE WAS LOOKING FOR SOME PORRIDGE, PERHAPS?: 
Police investigating extreme vandalism to two cars in the parking lot of 
an airport in Kodiak, Alaska, found that the perpetrator was a bear. One 
woman’s car had a caved-in roof, broken windows and torn- up seats. 
The major clue: muddy bear prints and fur covered the vehicle.

SORRY, MA’AM, SHE’S OUT OF BUSINESS: A woman stole 
$700 worth of crab legs from a store in Battle Creek, Mich., by putting 
them in a shopping cart and placing a child on top of them. She then 
offered them for sale on social media. While the cops waited for her in 
front of her home, another woman showed up and said she was there to 
buy crab legs.

YEAH, WE THINK WE HAVE A CASE HERE: A man robbed a 
bank in Annapolis, Md., right in front of an off-duty police officer. He got 
away with several other bank robberies but not this one.

TRY NOT TO ATTRACT ANY ATTENTION: Two hooded, 
would-be burglars tried to smash their way into a shop in Daytona 
Beach, Fla., that sells spy gear and video surveillance equipment, by 
swinging a hammer against the shatter-proof glass 56 times to no avail. 
Obviously, a security camera was running the whole time.

IT’S A JUNGLE OUT THERE: Police executing a search warrant 
on a residence in Mercedes, Texas, as part of a narcotics investigation 
found a white Bengal tiger, bobcat, kinkajou, porcupines, llamas, emus 
and deer on the five-acre property.

BUT HONEY, I DIDN’T THINK YOU MEANT ME: Two days 
after the mayor of Alton, Ill., pleaded with residents last week to follow 
the state’s stay at home order, the cops caught his wife at a large social 
gathering at a local tavern.

YOU O.K. BACK THERE?: A 25-year-old man stole a hearse with 
a body inside from in front a church in East Pasadena, Calif., and led 
police on a wild chase though Los Angeles before crashing on the 110 
Freeway.

SHE ALSO SEEMED RATHER SERENE: A woman was arrested 
on drug charges in Ashland, La., after police searched her car because 
the $5,000 in cash she used to post an inmate’s bail had a “strong odor 
of marijuana.” A detective found nearly $40,000 more inside, along with 
about 100 Klonopin pills and a food stamp card that wasn’t registered to 
her inside the vehicle.

YOU MEAN THERE’S A DRESS CODE?: Police cited dozens 
of nudists, who descended on the Czech Republic spa town of Lazne 
Bohdanec to enjoy the good weather, for not wearing protective face 
masks.

NO SWEAT; I’LL JUST TAKE THESE: A man was denied entry 
to a nightclub in Helsingborg, Sweden, because he was wearing sweat-
pants. So he went out, beat up a guy and took his jeans. He offered the 
guy his sweats, but then the cops showed up. They arrested the perpe-
trator after he and his victim told conflicting stories about the “exchange”.
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Senior Focus

Ten

Are you having a stroke, or exercising too long in the gym?
From AARP

Spotting the warning signs and 
early symptoms of a stroke is key 
to reducing the risk of perma-
nent disability or death when the 
disease strikes. But do you know 
what to look for?

Often, a stroke is mistaken for 
an event that takes place in the 
heart. But it happens in the brain 
when blood flow is disrupted 
either by a blockage or bleeding. 
Deprived of the oxygen it needs, 
that part of the brain starts to die.

“If you think about it, the brain 
is really responsible for everything 
that you do. It’s responsible for 
your ability to move, your ability to 
speak, your ability to think, your 
ability to see, your ability to feel, to 
hear, etc. So really, a loss of any 
of those things can be a sign of a 

stroke,” says Mitchell Elkind, M.D., 
professor of neurology and epi-
demiology at Columbia University 
and president-elect of the American 
Heart Association.

A quick and easy way to remem-
ber the most common signs of a 
stroke is with the acronym FAST. 
It stands for “face drooping, arm 
weakness, speech difficulty and 
time to call 911.” Elkind, however, 
likes to tack on two additional letters 
ahead of the acronym: B and E. 
These stand for “balance” and 
“eyes,” since a loss of balance and 
a sudden change in vision can also 
signal a stroke. Severe headache 
is another warning that shouldn’t be 
overlooked, he says.

However, not everyone who has 
a stroke experiences the hallmark 
symptoms or is clued into them right 

away. Headache and dizziness, for 
example, are easy to attribute to 
everyday triggers such as allergies 
and stress. Arm weakness? Per-
haps it was tweaked at the gym.

“The brain is tricky; neurology is 
tricky. So these things can some-
times be written off or ignored,” 
Elkind says. “And that’s why it’s so 
important to educate people about 
these things, so that [people] don’t 
do that.”

Lower your risk
• Get plenty of physical activity 

— at least 30 minutes a day, five 
days a week.

• Eat a healthy diet. Maintain a 
healthy weight.

• If you smoke, quit.
• Know your cholesterol, blood 

pressure and blood sugar levels.

Robotic pets help reduce stress for Alzheimer’s patients
By Michelle Marchante
Miami Herald (TNS)

MIAMI — Social distancing has 
changed everything, including 
how to care for a loved one with 
Alzheimer or dementia. There might 
be an increase of stress, confusion 
and behavior issues during this time 
because of their disrupted routine, 
according to the Alzheimer Associ-
ation.

There are at-home therapeutic 
activities you can do to help calm 
them down.

You could get them a free furry 
robotic friend through Florida’s 
Department of Elder Affairs to keep 
them company. The robots are 
designed to look, move and act like 
cats and dogs.

The department says it’s plan-
ning to deliver more than 375 free 
robotic pets this week to socially 
isolated senior citizens and adults 
living with Alzheimer’s disease and 
related dementia to “improve their 
daily mood and give them a greater 
sense of well-being” during Florida’s 
stay-at-home orders and social 
distancing requirements.

The interactive robotic pets are 
meant to be an alternative to tradi-
tional pet therapy and can help give 
a reprieve to caretakers who are 
stressed about caring for a loved 
one with Alzheimer’s or another 
dementia during the COVID-19 

crisis, according to the department.
Researchers say robotic pets can 

be a good alternative for people with 
dementia who are scared of animals 
or live in a home or healthcare 
facility that does not accept animals 
for fear of infections or other issues, 
such as allergies, bites or scratches.

Robotic pets have been used in 
various countries since 2003 and 
have previously shown positive 
results similar to those of real 
animals, according to a 2016 study 
published in the “Journal of Alzhei-
mer’s Disease,” which looked to 
assess the effectiveness of robotic 
pet therapy in treating dementia-re-
lated symptoms such as anxiety and 
depression.

The study found that the robots 
helped decrease stress and anxiety 
and also caused a reduction in the 
use of psychoactive medications 
and pain medications for patients 
with dementia.

And while the robotic pets are 
normally used to treat adults with 
Alzheimer’s or other dementia, 
officials hope the pets will also 
help senior citizens who live alone 
and miss seeing their families and 
friends during the novel coronavirus 
situation.

Pet-assisted therapy programs 
use the comfort, joy and love com-
panion animals can bring to help 
improve someone’s physical and 

emotional health, according to the 
Humane Society of Greater Miami 
and the Humane Society of Broward 
County, both which have a volun-
teer-driven pet assisted therapy 
program.

Cats, dogs and other approved 
companion animals can provide a 
variety of benefits including lower 
blood pressure, decreasing both 
stress and anxiety levels and pro-
moting social interaction.

But, because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, volunteers haven’t been 
able to visit nursing homes, court-
houses, hospitals and other places 
around the community. Instead, 
they’ve turned to live video chat 
platforms, such as Skype, to offer 
virtual pet therapy, according to the 
Humane Society of Greater Miami.

Ageless Innovation, the company 
that has partnered with Florida to 
provide its “Joy for All” robotic com-
panion pets (which were originally 
designed and launched by Hasbro) 
says its Alkaline battery-powered 
cats and dogs provide similar posi-
tive effects.

Like real animals, the pets will 
respond to the person’s voice and 
touch, have a “lifelike” coat and a 
“heartbeat” you can feel. They also 
make sounds — cats can purr, dogs 
can bark — and are able to move 
their heads, lift their front paws and 
open and close their eyes.
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Senior Focus
Should wife take SS payments at 62?
By Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: I have been 
advised by my financial planner 
to start my wife’s social security 
benefits at the age of 62 (she is now 
61). I am 65 and still employed, not 
on Medicare, and not taking social 
security benefits. My wife’s benefits 
are much less 
than mine. I hope 
to wait until age 
70 before starting my benefits. My 
income is currently $160,000. Do 
you see this as a wise choice to 
start my wife’s SS benefits at age 
62? Signed: Planning Ahead

Dear Planning: Whether your 
wife should start her benefits at 
age 62 depends upon whether her 
own benefit at age 70 would be 
more than she is entitled to as your 
spouse at her full retirement age 
(FRA). You can get these estimates 
from Social Security. If her own 
benefit would eventually be higher 
than her spousal benefit from you, 
she can wait to get her own higher 
benefit at age 70 (as you are). But 
if her benefit as your spouse will 
be the highest she can attain, then 
claiming her own benefit before 
you claim yours could be a good 
choice, but there are some things to 
consider if she does that: 

First, if your wife claims at age 62 
(or any age before her FRA), that 
will mean that her eventual spousal 
benefit when she claims it (when 
you claim your SS) will be less than 
50% of the benefit you are entitled 
to at your full retirement age. 

Taking her own benefit earlier 
than her FRA will mean her spousal 
benefit from you will be reduced to 

less than half of your FRA benefit 
amount, even if that spousal benefit 
starts after she has reached her 
FRA. 

Second, if your wife is still work-
ing, by claiming her own benefit 
before her FRA, she will be subject 
to Social Security’s “earnings test”, 
which limits the amount of money 

she can make 
without SS taking 
back some of her 

benefits. 
For 2020, the annual earnings 

limit is $18,240, and SS will take 
back benefits equal to half of any 
earnings which exceed that amount. 
The earnings limit becomes less 
severe during the year your wife 
reaches her FRA and goes away 
entirely after she reaches her FRA, 
but if she works while collecting 
early SS benefits, the earnings limit 
could affect her benefits. 

Third, your wife’s Social Security 
benefits will become part of your 
taxable income. Taxation of your 
wife’s Social Security benefits will 
be determined based upon your 
combined income if you file your 
taxes as a married couple. At your 
combined earnings level, up to 
85% of your wife’s SS benefits will 
become part of your taxable income. 

I’m not suggesting you not follow 
your financial planner’s advice; 
I only want to make sure you’re 
aware of all the factors involved 
when benefits are claimed early. 
Sometimes, a wife claiming at age 
62 is a prudent choice as your 
financial planner has suggested. 
But sometimes understanding the 
above factors may lead to a different 
strategy.

Ask Rusty

Social Security officials warn of new threatening scams 
The Social Security Administra-

tion Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral (OIG) has received reports of 
victims who received emails with 
attached letters and reports that 
appeared to be from Social Security 
or Social Security OIG. The letters 
may use official letterhead and gov-
ernment “jargon” to convince victims 
they are legitimate; they may also 
contain misspellings and grammar 
mistakes.

This is the latest variation on 
Social Security phone scams, 
which continue to be widespread 
throughout the United States. Using 
robocalls or live callers, fraudsters 
pretend to be government employ-
ees and claim there is identity 
theft or another problem with one’s 
Social Security number, account, or 
benefits. 

They may threaten arrest or other 
legal action, or may offer to increase 
benefits, protect assets, or resolve 
identity theft. They often demand 
payment via retail gift card, cash, 
wire transfer, internet currency such 
as Bitcoin, or pre-paid debit card.

The Inspector General of Social 
Security, Gail S. Ennis, urges con-
tinued vigilance against all types of 
phone scams no matter what “proof” 
callers may offer. As public aware-
ness of phone scams increases, 
criminals will come up with new 

ways to convince people of their 
legitimacy. 

Social Security will never:
• threaten you with arrest or other 

legal action unless you immediately 
pay a fine or fee;

• promise a benefit increase or 
other assistance in exchange for 
payment;

• require payment by retail gift 
card, cash, wire transfer, internet 
currency, or prepaid debit card; or

• send official letters or reports 
containing personally identifiable 
information via email.

If there is ever a problem with 
your Social Security number 
or record, in most cases Social 
Security will mail you a letter. If 
you do need to submit payments 
to Social Security, the agency will 
send a letter with instructions and 

payment options. You should never 
pay a government fee or fine using 
retail gift cards, cash, internet 
currency, wire transfers, or pre-paid 
debit cards. The scammers ask for 
payment this way because it is very 
difficult to trace and recover.

If you receive a call or email that 
you believe to be suspicious, about 
a problem with your Social Security 
number or account, hang up or do 
not respond. 

You are encouraged to report 
Social Security phone scams using 
our dedicated online form, at https://
oig.ssa.gov. 

Please share this information 
with your friends and family, to help 
spread awareness about phone 
scams. For more information, 
please visit https://oig.ssa.gov/
scam.
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Senior FocusActionS experiences a large number of meal requests
Stay home/Work safe orders 

designed to keep high-risk res-
idents safe amid the pandemic 
have created a rapid increase in 
the number of seniors who rely 
on home-delivered meals as their 
primary source of food.

 This, coupled with supply chain 
and work force disruptions, makes 
delivering large quantities of meals 
to a growing number of seniors 
more expensive and challenging 
for ActionS, Inc than ever before.

Executive Director, Breah 
Knape, stated: “ActionS, Inc. is 
currently providing around 3,000 
home-bound meals a week to 
Brazoria County seniors. Seniors 
depend on the delivery of these 
meals and other basic supplies 
to help survive this Public Health 
Emergency.  Any senior 60+ can 
call the help line and request gro-
ceries and other basic necessities.” 

A new survey conducted by 
Meals on Wheels America finds 
that nearly all local Meals on 
Wheels programs are experiencing 
increased demand since concerns 
over COVID-19 and social distanc-

ing measures began taking hold. 
Nationally, programs reported 

substantive shifts in their oper-
ations in April, compared to the 
week prior to March 1:

• 89 percent of programs have 
seen an increase in meal requests; 
of those, 79 percent report the 
number of new requests for meals 
has at least doubled;

• Programs are serving 56 per-
cent more meals and 22 percent 
more seniors per week;

• 29 percent of rural programs 
have increased the number of 
seniors served by 50 percent or 
more;

• Waiting lists for meals, which 
existed before the COVID-19 
crisis, have grown by 26 percent.

 “There is no debate that older 
Americans have borne the brunt 
of this pandemic, and if we only 
examine infection, hospitalization 
and death rates, we vastly under-
estimate the true impact,” said Ellie 
Hollander, President and CEO, 
Meals on Wheels America. “This 
survey data offers critical insights 
into the level of support necessary 

now and beyond the pandemic, to 
ensure we meet the needs of our 
most vulnerable populations.” 

As the spread of the virus 
continues and discussions over 
how and when to end stay-at-
home orders ensue, ActionS, Inc of 
Brazoria County expects demand 
to grow even more. “We had over 
200 people on the waiting list for 
daily meals prior to COVID-19 
and that number continues climb,” 
said Knape. “We are grateful for 
our community partners who are 
supporting our efforts during this 
time.”

Hollander added: “Sheltering 
at home is keeping seniors safe, 
but we must also strengthen and 
protect the support systems that 
enable them to do that, such as 
nutrition services and programs 
that reduce isolation. We can’t do 
one without the other.”

Visit www.ActionsInc.org to 
learn how to support ActionS, 
Inc’s efforts to meet the grow-
ing demand for home-delivered 
meals during this unprece-
dented time.

ABOUT ACTIONS, INC OF 
BRAZORIA COUNTY

ActionS, Inc of Brazoria County 
is an organization committed to 
serving the needs to enrich the 
lives of Senior Citizens of Brazoria 
County.  ActionS, Inc of Brazoria 
County provides nutrition and 
transportation services to Brazoria 
County residents 60 and older. 

The organization’s aim is to 
secure and maintain maximum 
independence and dignity in a 
home environment for older indi-
viduals capable of self-care with 
appropriate supportive services. 

Every service we provide is free 
to the senior. 

This portion of the population is 
so often forgotten and neglected.  
For more information, or to sign up 
for services, visit www.actionsinc.
org.

ABOUT THE SURVEY
The survey was conducted 

between April 22-28 amongst 
Meals on Wheels America’s Mem-
bership, which is representative 
of the national senior nutrition 
provider network of 5,000+ individ-
ual community-based programs. 
The survey has a +/- 4% margin 
of error.

Brazoria County Dream Center has 
new Senior Food Delivery Program

Senior Food Delivery is a new program added to the Brazoria County 
Dream Center due to COVID-19. Those who are eligible are seniors 65 
years and older or those who have a disability and are unable to drive to 
receive food at the Dream Center for their household.

On Tuesdays, the Dream Center delivers every week to Clute, Richwood 
and Lake Jackson. On Thursday mornings, the center delivers to Angleton, 
Holiday Lakes, Danbury and Alvin. On Thursday afternoons, delivery is to 
Brazoria, Wild Peach, Sweeny, West Columbia, Damon and Guy. 

The center has seen an increase in the number of recipients from the 
West of the Brazos communities, compared to other areas in the county. 
One of the center’s seniors commented that they “have not had to go out to 
the store for anything since we have been delivering.” That means Brazoria 
County Dream Center’s goal is accomplished.

Contact the Dream Center at seniors@bcdreamcenter.org or call (979) 
388-0280 and ask for Senior Delivery.
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very young. We should never have 
given her that painting set for her 
Christmas. Or was it Easter, or 
birthday? They should make the 
manufacture of painting sets for 
children illegal.

She also painted on the sliding 
bathroom mirrored doors, which 
we decided to renovate rather than 
chunk, even though they are so 
retro. I like retro, and replacing them 
would have required rebuilding 
sections of the closet. 

Those old mirrors started to look 
pretty good after we found out what 
was involved, so we just had them 
refurbished. That meant that Steph-
anie’s art work had to be scraped 
clean.

But her masterpieces still dec-
orate various parts of the house. I 
have painted around them.

I realized with some help from my 
wife, Sharon, who loves to watch 
HGTV, that it was time to either 
buy a new house or renovate our 
homestead. With what houses cost 
these days, the choice of renovating 
wasn’t even close.

So, we signed another set of 
contracts and prepared to have our 
lives turned upside down again as 
workers demolished the old and 
built the new.

We moved into the guest room 
and continued working out of the 
house while the contractor ham-
mered away in the master bath. 
They left nothing standing but the 
2x4 studs. 

Then the Covid-19 quarantine 
orders were issued, and the county 
was, for the most part, shut down.

But not construction. Our project 
could continue. That was lucky, 
since the bathroom was gutted, 
and there was just a hole where the 
toilet used to be. But what about 
our health? What good is a new 

bathroom if Covid-19 gets us? So, 
we came up with a plan.

I checked the workers' tempera-
tures with one of those thermom-
eters I bought a while back and 
never used. It does it without 
having to touch the person. When 
they worked, I kept clear of the 
area where they were. When they 
finished each day, I wiped off with 
Clorox everything they touched.

As they came to work, I quizzed 
them: “Any coughing overnight? 
Any joint aches? Did you taste your 
breakfast this morning? Can you 
smell the breakfast I made?”

No coughing, except for a smok-
er's cough. No out-of-the-ordinary 
joint aches, except for one worker 
who fell off a motorized bicycle. 
Some days they didn’t have any 
breakfast, so I made them some 
and made sure they could taste and 
smell it.

As the days went by, I got used 
to the turmoil and the noise. I put 
out a paper each week under these 
conditions, granted that my office is 
way on the other end of the house.

As the virus news got worse, I 
was hoping that the project would 
be finished, and we could go back 
to the way things were in the house, 
except much nicer.

When that day came, there was 
jubilation and also sadness. Jubila-
tion like the kind on the first day of 
summer break; and sadness, like 
the kind on the last day of summer 
camp.

“Promise to write?” I jokingly 
asked one of the guys as they 
pulled their trailers off my lot.

“I live in Angleton. Just call,” he 
said.

I survived another round, this time 
with the deadly virus threat compli-
cation.

I feel like I have earned a relax-
ing, long, hot shower. 

My bathroom and routine got demolished
(Continued from Page 1)

and has been an important part of 
Texas history and navigation. During 
the brief history of the second 
Texas Navy, the name of the San 
Bernard River was given to one of 
six vessels built for the Republic 
of Texas under a contract signed 
with Frederick Dawson on Nov. 13, 
1838. The six vessels were built in 

Baltimore, Maryland, for a sum of 
$280,000 and were not paid off until 
long after Texas was admitted to the 
Union. She was the only ship in the 
fleet that took the name of a river. 

The first Texas Navy, formed in 
1836, consisted of four schooners 
- Invincible, Brutus, Independence 
and Liberty. Under the command of 
Commodore Charles Hawkins, they 

helped Texas win independence. 
The second Navy (consisting of four 
schooners  - the Austin, Zavala, 
San Antonio, San Bernard and one 
paddlewheeler, the San Jacinto) - 
was formed under Texas President 
Mirabeau B. Lamar in 1938 to pro-
tect the new nation from a Mexican 
re-invasion. 

The San Bernard was a two-
masted schooner originally built as 
one of the Baltimore clippers at the 
Schott and Whitney shipyard and 
was christened the Scorpion. She 
was one of the smallest of a class 
of schooners built specifically for 
the slave trade between 1820 and 
1850. 

(One of a group of six schooners 
built around 1836 in Baltimore also 
included the infamous slave ship, 
La Amistad. This type of schooner 
was identified as being purposely 
built and fitted for use in the slave 
trade by the United States Consul 
General in Havana.) 

The San Bernard was com-
missioned to the Texas Navy on 
Aug. 31, 1839. She was a 170-ton 
schooner, 66 feet long with a beam 
of 21.5 feet and an 8-foot draught. 
Fully manned, her complement 
was 13 officers and 69 sailors and 
marines. Her armament consisted of 
four 12-pound medium-range can-
nons and one 12-pound long-range 
cannon. Her service to Texas was 
short, but nonetheless interesting. 

The San Bernard, along with the 
rest of the flotilla under the com-
mand of Commodore Edwin W. 
Moore, sailed from Galveston to the 
rebellious Mexican state, Yucatan, 
on June 26, 1840. 

Through August and September, 
she patrolled between the Mexi-
can coastal states of Campeche 
and Veracruz in cooperation with 
Mexican Federalists working against 
Santa Anna’s Centralist Govern-
ment. 

After she spent a season 
patrolling and mapping the Texas 
Coast, the San Bernard, under the 
command of Lt. Dowling H. Crisp, 
delivered Texas agent, James 
Webb, to Veracruz. 

Webb was sent to negotiate 
the peaceful Mexican recogni-
tion of Texas as an independent 
nation. The flotilla arrived in Vera 
Cruz on May 31, 1841, but port 
officials refused docking rights. 

The San Bernard stayed offshore 
until June and then sailed toward 
Yucatan. While crossing the Bay of 
Campeche, her topmast was carried 
away, and she was forced to return 
to Galveston for repairs, arriving on 
June 20, 1841. 

But the little ship was not through 
with her service to Texas. Though 
unsuccessful in attempts to nego-
tiate a permanent peace for Texas 
with Mexico, President Mirabeau B. 
Lamar sent his fleet to Yucatan. The 
San Bernard, under the command of 
Lt. Crisp, again set sail for Yucatan 
along with the flagship, Austin, and 
the San Antonio on Dec. 13, 1841. 
The flotilla reached Sisal, the main 
Yucatan seaport at the time, on Jan. 
6, 1942. 

During the next few months, she 
helped in the capture of the Mexican 
merchant vessels, Progresso, Dolo-
rita and Dos Amigos. 

Crisp and his ship were ordered 
back to Galveston to deliver dis-
patches and reports, but then they 
returned to service with Commodore 
Edwin Ward Moore and the rest of 
the Texas fleet until April 24, 1842. 

At the end of this duty, the San 
Bernard returned to Galveston in 

early September. She was worm-
eaten and in general need of repair. 
Though Crisp had authorization to 
repair her in New Orleans, no funds 
were sent from the Texas Minister of 
War and Marine. Later that month, 
she was driven ashore by a gale 
and, lacking the $500 required to 
re-float her and have her repaired,  
was deserted and left to become a 
rotting hulk in Galveston Harbor.

 The men of the Texas Navy were 
discharged without pay. 

Less than a decade after the San 
Bernard’s construction, her maritime 
service was finally ended when 
Texas entered the Union. 

The San Bernard and the Austin 
were transferred to the United 
States Navy on May 11, 1846 in 
poor shape, due to lack of funding 
for maintenance and repairs.

 When the U.S. fleet found no use 
for the San Bernard, she was sold 
for $150, a sad ending and short life 
for the schooner that helped to keep 
the Texas coastline out of Mexico’s 
grasp.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Namesake of river, schooner San Bernard served Texas well
(Continued from Page 1)

BASF Freeport donates $10K to ActionS

The BASF site in Freeport has donated $10,000 to ActionS, Inc. to support 
senior citizens who were or have become home-bound because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

"COVID-19 has had an enormous impact on ActionS, Inc. We went from 
serving approximately 5,500 home-bound meals a month to averaging more 
than 3,000 meals a week," said Breah Knape, Executive Director, ActionS, 
Inc. "We are so grateful for BASF. They have always been there for us and 
now continue helping provide support to some of the most vulnerable mem-
bers of our community.”

"At BASF, our community's health and safety is our number one priority," 
said Chris Witte, Senior Vice President and General Manager for the BASF 
site in Freeport. "By donating to ActionS, Inc., we are ensuring that the good 
work they do on a daily basis in our community continues."

BASF’s donation will help ActionS, Inc. provide meals, groceries and basic 
necessities for senior citizens in Brazoria County.
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Prices Good Thru 05-26-20

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

Port Freeport receives first rail shipment from Vulcan
Port Freeport is pleased to 

announce the arrival of the first 
rail shipment from Vulcan Mate-
rials Company to Port Freeport’s 
Parcel 14 multi-modal industrial 
park, a 250-acre site adjacent to 
State Highway 36. Union Pacific, a 
long-term partner of Port Freeport, 
delivered 95 gondola railcars loaded 
with aggregate limestone rock from 
Medina County. 

“Port Freeport is excited to 
welcome the first shipments of 
aggregate from Vulcan Materials 
Company’s Medina Quarry to the 
new rail-served industrial park,” said 
Jason Miura, Director of Business 
and Economic Development for Port 
Freeport.  “The Port continues to 
advance its service offerings that 
support our customers and eco-
nomic growth in the region.”

In partnership with Port Freeport, 
Vulcan Materials Company will 
develop an aggregate distribution 
facility on Parcel 14, adjacent to the 
future Freeport Industrial Park. The 
facility will allow Vulcan to offer a 
wider variety of construction mate-

rials to their customers in Brazoria 
County and the region. 

“We are very excited about this 
new chapter in our partnership with 
Port Freeport. Having rail access, 
in combination with our existing 
shipyard, allows us to better supply 
our customers and diversify our 
product line in the Coastal Texas 
Market,” said Shelley Wright, Vice 
President and General Manager for 

Vulcan Materials Company.  “The 
Port has always been a creative, 
solutions-oriented partner, and we 
look forward to working with them to 
grow our ship and rail presence in 
Freeport in the years to come.”

Vulcan Materials Company is 
the nation’s largest producer of 
construction aggregates—primarily 
crushed stone, sand and gravel—
and a major producer of aggre-

gate-based construction materials, 
including asphalt and ready-mixed 
concrete. Port Freeport and Vulcan 
have shared a mutually beneficial 
relationship since 2002, when the 
Port Commission approved the 
assignment of a Lease Agreement 
with Transit Mix Concrete and Mate-
rials Company to Vulcan Materials 
Company.

“The Port Commission is very 
pleased to see this new milestone 
achieved in partnership with our 
current customer and look forward 
to further positive economic impacts 
generated for the community as a 
result of Vulcan Materials Compa-
ny’s expansion on Parcel 14,” stated 
Port Commission Chairman Shane 
Pirtle.
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Watch out honeybees; here come the murder hornets
By Faith E. Pinho
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

When news of the Asian giant 
hornet’s arrival in the United States 
first broke, the public was under-
standably worried: First the corona-
virus, now “murder hornets”? What’s 
next, three days of darkness?

But bug experts from Washing-

ton, where the hornet was discov-
ered in the U.S., to California agree 
that the 2-inch hornet is probably 
not worth all the buzz it has gener-
ated — at least not yet.

“It’s not an existential threat; it’s 
something that can be managed. 
You just have to know that they’re 
there and take the necessary 

steps,” said Doug Yanega, senior 
museum scientist at the University 
of California, Riverside’s Entomol-
ogy Research Museum. He helped 
Washington scientists identify the 
hornets when they were first found.

“It’s like letting a virus spread. 
You don’t want to let your guard 
down.”

The Washington State Depart-
ment of Agriculture has confirmed 
only two Asian giant hornets, both 
spotted late last year in Blaine, in 
the crook of the northwest corner of 
the U.S. 

There are also two unconfirmed 
reports of hornet sightings about 
eight miles down the road in Custer, 
according to Washington State Uni-
versity. And just across the border 
and the skinny Strait of Georgia in 
British Columbia, Canada, a colony 
of the Asian giant hornets was found 
and eradicated in September.

So far, that’s it, and scientists 
hope it stays that way.

“We’re still trying to determine the 
extent of the infestation,” said Tim 
Lawrence, associate professor and 
Island County extension director at 
Washington State University. “We 
don’t want it here.”

The main concern about the 
Asian giant hornet is its potential to 
harm honeybee populations. The 
queen hornet usually emerges in 

April to begin feeding and building 
up her nest of worker hornets. By 
late summer or early fall, her worker 
hornets begin foraging for food, 
swarming beehives, cutting off bees’ 
heads and sucking out the hive’s 
larvae and pupae to bring back to 
their burgeoning nest.

“What the hornet does is it feeds 
on — it preys on — honeybees,” 
said Dessie Underwood, an ento-
mologist and the chair of California 
State University, Long Beach’s 
Department of Biological Sciences. 
“Just like a lion feeds on a gazelle, 
you don’t call it a murderous lion. 
Everyone has to eat something.”

The hornets are unlikely to attack 
humans, though if they do, they 
pack a painful punch.

But an Asian giant hornet’s sting 
isn’t likely to kill humans. In Japan, 
said Susan Cobey, a bee breeder 
at the Washington State University, 
about 50 people die every year from 
hornet stings, and that number is 
probably attributable to allergies.
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SEPTIC REPAIR
ALL SYSTEMS NEW OR OLD 

LOWEST PRICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE
CALL GRANT 
979-824-0249

LIC.#0S0035161

Swamp Shack in Lake Jackson wants to say thank you to all who came 
to support BISD Child Nutrition during the restaurant’s recent promotion. 
Owner Drew Ryder (second from left), is proud to present a check for 
$2,000 to Rachel Arthur, second from right, on behalf of Child Nutrition.

Swamp Shack raises $2K for Child Nutrition

Please shop locally and at 
independently owned businesses. 
The big chains will survive this 
epidemic. Your locally owned 
businesses need your support.
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Q: A website propagating that 
Hell is a fun place claimed that it 
would be filled with hilarity, laugh-
ter, and satisfying every desire 
without any guilt. How can anyone 
truly believe that such a Hell could 
exist? - H.B.

A: Hell has been cloaked in 
folklore and disguised in fiction for 
so long that many people have 
convinced themselves that Hell 
is a fairytale. The information 
highway has created discussion 
boards with no end. One blog took 
on the subject of Heaven and Hell. 
As people weighed in, the dis-
cussion became a vicious cycle. 
Finally one commenter typed in, 
“Could someone please explain 
how to avoid Hell?” Another 
asked, “How do you spell Hell?” 

The flippant reply was: Hoping-
Evil-Lives-Long.

But the Bible describes it this 
way:

Hopelessly-Everlasting-Literal-
ly-Loveless.

Many do not believe the Bible’s 
description of hellfire and brim-
stone. Jesus spoke more about 
Hell than Heaven. Why? Because 
of His great compassion for souls. 
He gave His life to spare the 
human race the agony, torment, 
and gruesome reality that Hell 
is reserved for those who reject 
Christ. Why would anyone choose 
this road to Hell?

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Why would anyone choose the road to Hell?
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Books and articles have been 
written denying the doctrine of 
Hell - some have been best-
sellers because they teach views 
of Hell and Biblical descriptions 
as symbolism. Such misleading 
teachings make people feel more 
comfortable and take the worry 
out of what happens after death. 
But such people will never be 
able to hold the writers account-
able for pointing them down the 
wrong road when they arrive in 
the very real destination the Bible 
describes.

  We can be rescued from Hell 
only on this side of life, not in the 
afterlife. Oh, that people would 
come to Christ and realize the 
hope of Heaven.

had worked my way up to executive 
editor, the second-highest news-
room position. 

It had been a tumultuous and 
roller coaster career at the Post, the 
financially weaker of the city’s two 
papers.

 I went to work at The Post when 
it was owned by the Hobby family. 
They sold it to a Canadian com-
pany – The Toronto Sun – who sold 
it to Dean Singleton. Somehow, I 
survived the regime changes. 

Since Post employees were 
accustomed to being bought and 
sold, we weren’t overly concerned 
when rumors of another deal started 
circulating in April, 1995. Rumors of 
our demise were a fact of life.

Working at the Post, one reporter 
told me, was like living with San 
Francisco’s earthquakes. There 
were so many small earthquakes 
that you began to assume all 
earthquakes were small. You quit 
worrying about the Big One.

The journalistic Big One hit the 
Post on April 18. This time we 
weren’t sold. It was worse. The 

Hearst Corp., the publisher of the 
rival Houston Chronicle, bought the 
Post and closed it down, effectively 
eliminating all competition.

It earned Houston the dubious 
distinction of being the largest U.S. 
city with only one daily newspaper. 

In retrospect, I should have seen 
it coming. The week before I had 
a reporter who wanted to pedal 
around Texas on his bike and report 
from small towns. 

In an unusual move, company 
bean counters, apparently clued in 
about what was soon to befall the 
paper, intervened and tried to halt 
the assignment. They offered all 
kinds of lame excuses. Suspicious, 
I fought for forging ahead with the 
assignment, hoping I would force 
them to tell me the truth about what 
was going on.   

They finally relented and let the 
biker hit the road rather than reveal 
the real reason they were blocking 
the assignment.

Later I learned the truth: They 
didn’t want the reporter to find out 
he was out of a job while riding 
his bike in Central Texas, which is 

exactly what happened.
There were other clues. I must 

have been in denial. 
At the end of the day on April 17, 

the day before the announcement, 
I was summoned to the publisher’s 
office and told to make sure the 
paper got out on time that night.  
Meeting deadlines was part of my 
job. I didn’t need a reminder. Some-
thing was up. 

About midnight, I was awakened 
by a phone call. It was the publisher.  
He wanted another assurance that 
the press run was on schedule.  I 
pressed him about what was going 
down. “Just get the paper out,” he 
replied, then hung up. 

I found out later that it was 
important to get the paper out on 
time because the Chronicle would 
take over the building and presses 
at exactly 3 a.m. The last Post had 
to be printed by then. 

By now I was certain something 
was up, but I was thinking another 
sale, not a closing. After all, we had 
been on the verge of being down for 
the count many times. 

I heard the news of the closing 
that Tuesday morning on my car 
radio as I was driving to play tennis. 
Angry, I hit a few balls, then rushed 
to the office for a 10 a.m. staff 
meeting.

I arrived in time to see my boss, 
the editor, standing on a desk.  I 
was too dazed to remember the 
words, but Ken Hoffman, a friend 
and Post columnist, recalls what 
was said. 

“The Houston Chronicle has 
bought the assets of the Hous-
ton Post.  As of this moment, the 
Houston Post is closed. I suggest 
that you gather your belongings and 
leave the building.”

That was that. 
As he spoke, I remember the 

stunned faces of newsroom employ-
ees. For years they had endured 
pay freezes and benefit cuts while 
working in a profession that often 
required them to spend nights, hol-
idays and weekends at work, away 
from families. 

More than 1,500 people were out 
of work, and a 111-year-old daily 
newspaper was history.  There 
wouldn’t even be the traditional final 
edition to say goodbye. 

We gathered our things, bid 
colleagues farewell and left under 

police escort.
For the next month, I was 

stunned about how fast my fortunes 
had changed, and I wondered if I 
could have done anything differently 
to keep the paper alive.

I couldn’t sleep as I worried about 
future employment in a dying indus-
try, my finances and a million other 
frightening thoughts.

I was fortunate. I was back at a 
new job in a month, but the memo-
ries of that month of unemployment 

linger. I pray for those now looking 
for work.

The day after the Post closed, at 
9:02 a.m. on April 19, at least 168 
people were killed in a domestic 
terror attack in Oklahoma City.  

The world forgot about the closing 
of the Post. I won’t.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516) 

Post’s closure, how it was handled, left employees in shock
(Continued from Page 1)
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. No 

dine-in, take out or delivery only.
Wednesday, May 20: 

Chicken & dumplings, fried okra, 
broccoli, spiced apples, pears 
& cottage cheese, cornbread 
dessert.

Thursday, May 21: Italian 
chicken, rice pilaf, beets, cheese 
cauliflower, tossed salad, garlic 
toast, dessert.

Friday, May 22: Shepherd 
pie, hominy, collard greens, 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

peaches & cottage cheese, sliced 
bread, dessert.

Monday, May 25: CLOSED - 
MEMORIAL DAY.

Tuesday, May 26: Beef stro-
ganoff, hominy, cooked cabbage, 
pears & cottage cheese, garlic 
toast, dessert.

Meals on Wheels available - 
call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low 
sugar meals available - call before 
8 a.m. Take-out meals - call by 
10:30 a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
recognize a good value when you 
see it. You might be wise to put 
terms under a microscope before 
you make a final decision about 
a purchase or investment. Better 
opportunities may arrive as this 
week unfolds.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Be 
mindful in the upcoming week. You 
may find the advice or support you 
need to enrich your life and make 
a project a success. Avoid making 
spur-of-the-moment financial deci-
sions or major purchases in the first 
half of the week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your 
heart may be like a roulette wheel, 
so you can’t always anticipate 
where your interests will land. In 
the upcoming week, you might see 
friends in a new light and enjoy 
spending more time with online 
social groups.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Insecurities might occasionally well 
up and undermine your confidence. 
When someone does or says the 
unexpected, you might not know 
which way to turn. In the upcoming 
week, accept changes with good 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
can’t hurry love. Avoid coming on 
too strong if you give someone your 
undivided attention. If someone is 
meant to be in your intimate circle, 
then divine providence may give 
you a clue in the week ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Rock the boat if you must, but don’t 
capsize it. You might drop what 
you’re doing to try something new 
and surprise someone who thought 
you’d do something else. Focus 
on being productive in the week 
ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Recognize that things you do could 
have far-ranging effects that you 
may not have anticipated. Focus on 
learning something from others and 
avoid offering your own opinions. 
Plan wisely to begin key projects 
late in the week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
In the coming week, you might 
be exposed to some odd ideas. 
Thanks to your common sense and 
a devoted someone who offers a 
wise assessment, you may not get 
caught up in anything that would 
cause you lasting problems.

grace.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): You might be too optimistic 
about your financial condition in the 
week ahead. Steer clear of chancy 
enterprises that might sound like 
a calculated risk but attract your 
interest only because they seem 
exciting.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): The pressure from outside 
influences could provoke you to 
abandon a pet project. There might 
not be enough time, or you may be 
distracted by other priorities as this 
week unfolds. Focus on making 
your future better.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You might remain on edge until you 
deal with unfinished business. Don’t 
be distracted by social requests 
or online meetings with friends in 
the week ahead. Apply yourself to 
achieve your dreams of financial 
security.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
The person you are crushing on 
might not feel the same way. Due 
to your own romantic yearnings, 
you might be blind to the feelings of 
others in the week ahead. 

May 19
1536 - Anne Boleyn, the second 

wife of England’s King Henry VIII, 
was beheaded after she was con-
victed of adultery. And, there were 
more to come.

1857 - The electric fire alarm 
system was patented by William F. 
Channing and Moses G. Farmer.

1926 - Thomas Edison spoke on 
the radio for the first time.

May 20
1774 - Britain’s Parliament 

passed the Coercive Acts to punish 
the American colonists for their 
increasingly anti-British behavior. 
That didn’t turn out so well for the 
Brits.

1830 - The fountain pen was 
patented by H.D. Hyde.

1982 - TV’s “Barney Miller” was 
seen for the last time on ABC-TV.

May 21
1819 - Bicycles were first seen 

in the U.S. in New York City. They 
were originally known as “swift 

walkers.”
1891 - Peter Jackson and Jim 

Corbett fought for 61 rounds, only to 
end in a draw.

1927 - Charles A. Lindberg com-
pleted the first solo nonstop airplane 
flight across the Atlantic Ocean. The 
trip began May 20.

May 22
1849 - Abraham Lincoln received 

a patent for the floating dry dock.
1868 - Near Marshfield, IN, The 

“Great Train Robbery” took place. 
The robbery was worth $96,000 in 
cash, gold and bonds to the seven 
members of the Reno gang.

1892 - Dr. Washington Sheffield 
invented the toothpaste tube.

May 23
1533 - Henry VIII’s marriage to 

Catherine of Aragon was declared 
null and void. Heads up.

1785 - Benjamin Franklin wrote 
in a letter that he had invented 
bifocals.

1876 - Boston’s Joe Borden 

pitched the very first no-hitter in the 
history of the National League.

May 24
1830 - The first passenger 

railroad service in the U.S. began 
service.

1844 - Samuel F.B. Morse 
formally opened America’s first 
telegraph line. The first message 
was sent from Washington, DC, to 
Baltimore, MD. The message was 
“What hath God wrought?”

May 25
1927 - Ford Motor Company 

announced that the Model A would 
replace the Model T.

1935 - Babe Ruth hit his final 
homerun, his 714th, and set a 
record that would stand for 39 
years.

1961 - America was asked by 
U.S. President Kennedy to work 
toward putting a man on the moon 
before the end of the decade.

2008 - NASA’s Phoenix Mars 
Lander landed on Mars.

kept our distance, but we also had 
a garage/drive-through party with 
our closest friends. Everyone was 
laughing and smiling, and they 
were talking about how much they 
needed social interaction and some-
thing happy to focus on.

No one really talked about 
anything, and they talked about 
everything, except COVID-19. It 
wasn’t invited.

It felt nice to be around other 
people whom we knew and not 
random people at the grocery store. 
It was good for the heart, the soul 
and the brain.

We came inside to prepare for 
the virtual shower. My husband, 
David, and I decorated the house 
for our “Under the Sea” theme, 
meant for the original April shower. 
We weren’t letting the decor go 
to waste, and it looked great. We 
made chicken-salad croissants and 
pimento cheese sandwiches with 
home-made dips for the chips, and 
we even had gourmet cupcakes, 
baked for us by a close friend. A 
turquoise-colored punch filled my 
grandmother’s glass punch bowl. 

We started our virtual shower. 
We had a cousin recording it and 
another cousin jotting down the 
gift-givers and their thoughtful pres-
ents so we could send thank-you 
notes. I had everything planned out 
and prepped ahead of time.

We played games, including who 
knows dad best, who knows mom 
best, and the toilet paper game. 
This had to be played carefully, 
since the toilet paper being used 
would be repurposed. These days, 

we can’t risk wasting it.
Guess how many sheets of toilet 

paper fit around my belly? Not two 
million, or 36 -  actual guesses - 
but 10. I thought it would be more, 
especially after all the cupcakes! My 
brother, Bobby, and his girlfriend, 
Hannah, watching virtually from out 
of state, actually won the game with 
the exact number.

For this co-ed shower, we also 
played a drinking game. Every time 
someone said “baby,” you had to 
take a sip of your drink of choice. 
My drink was water, and I stayed 
very hydrated. Some others’ drinks 
were something else, and things got 
interesting. It is almost impossible 
not to say the word “baby” at a baby 
shower.

Then we had cupcakes, and 
everyone joined in with us virtually 
and ate their choice of sweets. They 
needed to load up on carbs after 
all that “baby” talk and the conse-
quences.

It has been overwhelming to 
see how much this baby is already 
loved. We are grateful for all the 
support we have received during 
such a strange time in the world.

We had a great time. It was a 
baby shower for the soul. I am not 
sure how another baby shower will 
compare to it. I hope the next one 
will not be during a pandemic.

Now, how many times did I say 
baby during this story? Oops... we 
aren’t playing that game again - are 
we?

(You can reach Stephanie at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or 
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

(Continued from Page 1)
Baby shower provides temporary escape
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Photoshop maker
6 Late __
9 Average Joes, e.g.
14 Fishing needs
15 Bill’s future, maybe
16 Troy story
17 Dutch vodka brand
19 Coin receivers
20 Round orders
21 Extraction target

22 Hide in a crowd
23 Piano part
24 End of an Ernie Banks catch-
phrase about doubleheaders
27 State bordering six others and 
the Canadian mainland
29 Beam
30 Beats Electronics co-founder
31 Rebuke
35 Checks out
36 Powerful Detroit group

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
LION  PUMA  GOAT  LYNX  MOLE  BOAR  MULE  SEAL

38 Powerful pair
40 Parliament of Israel
41 Former Texas Rangers manager 
Washington
42 Grafton’s “__ for Alibi”
43 2014 Olympics city
47 NCAA hockey semifinal group
52 Chuckle online
53 Borneo swinger
54 Jessica Rabbit feature
55 Composer __ Maria von Weber
56 Mascot once awarded a Doctor 
of Bovinity degree
57 Traditional golf pants, and a hint 
to why certain puzzle answers are 
wrong
59 Santa __
60 Charged particle
61 Bhopal locale
62 Burdens
63 Sitter’s charge
64 In dire straits

DOWN
1 Caustic potash, e.g.
2 Fought, in a way
3 Company with a Taco Club
4 Contests whose competitors stand 
in place
5 Course for some U.S. arrivals
6 Tease
7 Gutter sites
8 Woolly mama
9 Lose
10 Way behind buildings
11 Hostile place
12 Swallow one’s pride
13 Campus org. revived in 2006
18 Un-friend?
22 Grass components
24 Bound
25 Finicky sort
26 Marks with two intersecting lines
28 Confused sounds
32 Blues singer in the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame since 1987
33 Word before repeat
34 Sensitive subject for some
35 Reject
36 Clinton’s instrument
37 A tie may be partly under one
38 Pound sound
39 Toyota model
42 Trojan who survived the sack of 
Troy
44 First name in impressionism
45 Plain awful
46 “Amen to that!”
48 Rumble in the Jungle setting
49 Inuit home
50 More than skinny
51 Bounty title
55 Pine __
56 Outside: Pref.
57 Casino area
58 Shark feature
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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Intensive gardens need less space, care


