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See how our 
community pulls 

together during these 
tough times. We’re 
all in this together, 
and we’ll pull out of 
it together, helping 

each other.

Memories are made of this

We all gave a hoot about the little owl
By Janice Edwards
The Bulletin

A few summers ago, Roy and I 
(and our adjacent neighbors) were 
both blessed and cursed by a pair 
of Barn Owls nesting in the attic 
of the neighbor’s house. The owls 
entered through 
a soffit vent dis-
lodged by strong 
winds and made a 
nest in the attic of the house. 

I don’t know how many eggs 
were laid – or how many owlets 
lived to maturity – but I suspect 
that the hot drought conditions that 
summer resulted in less-than-op-
timum conditions to rear a brood, 
and we only saw one owlet come 
out of the nest in the process of 
fledgling. 

At first, the owlet hung out on the 
railing of our neighbor’s upstairs 
porch and cried for momma or 
daddy to bring him a mouse or two 
with his loud squeaky-hinge sort 
of cry. He called for his parents 
non-stop all night long, interrupted 

only by feeding 
on the prey he 
was delivered, 
making it rather 

noisy when we were trying to fish 
under the lights. Mom and Dad were 
constantly flying overhead and over 
our house, guarding the baby and 
looking for prey. I know I chased off 
the owl, diving for our old dog, more 
than once. One time getting a wing 
in my face, and another time, the 
owl hitting the closing patio door as 

Baby barn owl was a messy eater.

By John Toth
The Bulletin

I stuck my head in the barber 
shop door. “Do I have to make a 
reservation? Is there a waiting list?”

I didn’t know what the protocol 
was since the hairdressing business 
has been allowed to open again. 
The last haircut I got was two days 
before the shutdown, and it was like 
every other haircut I got over the 
years. 

Things have changed, but no 
reservation was needed. I was 

one of two customers in the place. 
What a stroke of luck. No waiting. 
I expected this to be a big hassle, 
like maybe making a reservation 
online, then getting the appointment 
confirmed and given a secret code 
- or something. That’s why I have 
been putting it off - and because of 
the virus shutdown.

I was a teenager in the ‘70s. 
Longer hair was not much of a 
problem for my generation. Kids like 
me didn’t bother to get haircuts too 
often - maybe two or three times a 
year. Even then, the stylist had to be 
really careful not to cut off too much.

But short hair is my style now. I 
like to roll the window down on my 
car and feel the wind as I drive. I 
can’t do that with hair flying all over 

Ramblings

Ninth month is full of aches and appreciated surprises
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

The ninth month of pregnancy 
carries with it swollen ankles, pains 
in the back and other places, tired-
ness and a feeling 
of just wanting to 
go back to sleep. 
But it also has its 
benefits and surprises. Mother’s 
Day was one of them.

It was the last Mother’s Day 
before I take on the daily duties of 

being a mother. 
I wasn’t sure what to expect since 

I am not technically a mom yet, 
but I am going to be one any day 
now. That alone - with this big boy 

doing somersaults 
sometimes in my 
stomach - should 
put me in the 

mother category. Guys have it 
easy. All they have to do is feel the 
movements and then remark what a 
wonderful thing it is. 

But it’s not a one-way street. 
This is the time the father-to-be 
takes over a lot of the duties that 
mother-to-be used to do because 
the future mommy is getting kicked 
around from the inside and doesn’t 
feel like doing them.

We had already made the plans Future mommy diaries

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

What I enjoyed about my almost-
50-year career working for news-
papers is that each day had the 
potential for adventure. You never 
knew what might happen.    

Ben Royal learned that early on. 
Ben had just started working as 

a copy editor at the Houston Post. 
Little did he know that when he 
arrived for work on May 11, 1976, he 
wouldn’t be editing stories but would 
write a front-page story after being 
witness to one of the Houston area’s 
most tragic accidents.

At 11:15 a.m. that day, a tank 
truck carrying 7,000 gallons of 
dangerous anhydrous ammonia 
crashed through the guardrail on the 
610 West Loop and plunged onto 

The View from My Seat

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

I sit in my recliner unwashed, 
unshaven and unrepentant. 

I am enjoying a friendly glass of 
Chardonnay with some shrimp and 
a crab cake from a local restaurant. 
I am sacrificing to help the eater-
ies survive the enforced closures 
through curbside pickup of some 
good food. 

I feel it is my civic duty to encour-
age you to do the same. 

The only good thing about quar-
antine is no one knows if you are 

Baking my way 
through quarantine
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Ever since our local mayor issued 
a COVID-19 shelter-in-place-and-
go-completely-cocoa bananas 
order, my family and I have found 
ourselves cooking more than we 
have for our entire lives. 

We’ve even been following 
recipes and using the actual stove/
oven thingy, much to the relief of 
our exhaustipated microwave. And 
considering the Mad Max-wasteland 
conditions in the “cooking-stuff-
from-scratch” aisle at Walmart, we 
aren’t the only ones.

It all started on the first night of 

See what’s new at See what’s new at 
Brazoria County parksBrazoria County parks

Port’s Take-A-Child Fishing goes virtual
 For 20 years, Port Freeport has 

proudly hosted the annual Take-A-
Child Fishing Tournament (TACFT) 
with the support and generosity of 
sponsors and volunteers.

 To protect the health and safety 
of our community and abide by 
recommendations set forth by 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), the 20th 
Annual TACFT will be held virtually 
throughout the month of June.

“The Take-A-Child Fishing 
Tournament is a long-time tradition 
for Port Freeport,” said Phyllis 
Saathoff, Port Freeport Executive 

Director/CEO. “We are excited to 
present the tournament this year 
in a format that families are able 
to participate while protecting their 
health and well-being.”

The community event will feature 
a month-long youth tournament for 
Brazoria County residents, allowing 
families to fish at the time and loca-
tion of their choice. Participants will 
register online for the tournament, 
then submit a photo or short video 
of themselves and their catches for 
a chance to win a top prize through 
a random drawing, as well as 20 

(Continued on Page 12)
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Columbus was right

Christopher Columbus’ first hurricane
On June 29, 1502, Christopher Columbus stopped at Hispaniola to send 

letters back to Spain and potentially trade one of his slower ships, the Santiago 
de Palos. However, he suspected that a hurricane was approaching the area. 

During his earlier voyages, natives warned Columbus of bad storms they 
called “horrible tempests”, or “huracan.” Sensing one of these storms was 
near, Columbus attempted to seek shelter in Santo Domingo on the southern 
side of Hispaniola. All of Columbus’ ships survived and sustained only moder-
ate damage.

While Christopher Columbus fared 
well as his fleet sat out the June 30, 
1502 hurricane on the west side 
of Hispaniola (now the Dominican 
Republic), another fleet did not.

Hispanola’s local governor, Don 
Nicolas de Oravando ignored Colum-
bus’ warnings about the impending 
storm and sent a “treasure fleet” with 
gold and slaves to Spain.

 Shortly after his ships departed 
Hispaniola, the hurricane arrived. 
Twenty-five of de Orvando’s ships 
sank, four turned back to Hispaniola, 
and only one ship actually made 
it to Spain. Approximately 500 of 
Orvando’s men lost their lives during 
the hurricane.

Ironically, de Orvando denied 
Columbus’ four ships access to 
Hispaniola’s southern ports, which is 
why he wound up on the west side of 
the island.



old infections compared with genetic 
testing that only started to identify 
infections 3 months after insect-vec-
tored transmission. If two dogs were 
used, detection accuracies of 100% 
were achieved….” 

Researchers estimate that “dogs 
could save up to 92% of the trees 
in an orchard by early detection 
followed by removal of individual 
infected trees.”

That escalator feels weird
Q. Have you ever walked on a 

stopped escalator and found the 
experience weird? Why is that?

A. Escalators, ultimately, are 
staircases that move, yet there’s 
something disorienting about walk-
ing up (or down) a stopped esca-
lator, says Dan Lewis on his “Now 
I Know” website. Some believe 
that slightly higher escalator stairs 
account for the feeling, but when 
researchers explored the issue 
further, they found otherwise.

Using a mobile sled, they had 
participants step onto it from a 
stationary platform: Ten times the 
sled wasn’t moving, 20 times it was, 
and on the 31st step, having been 
informed the sled was stopped, the 
participants were told to walk onto it 
again. Anecdotally and unprompted, 
many said it felt similar to stepping 
onto a stopped escalator.

Since no stairs were involved, 
something other than their height 
had to be at work. Muscle memory 
is the key, the research team con-
cluded: Our brains - at a subcon-
scious level - are telling our legs and 
knees and feet to take steps. “We’re 
on autopilot in a sense,” Lewis 
explains.  “… by and large, the 
motor system simply approaches 
the escalator as if those stairs were 
going to start moving. A few steps 
in, we compensate for the mistake, 
but at that point, the odd stair height 
or staircase angle keeps the walk 
disorienting.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Don’t get lost
Q. Fear of being lost seems to 

be hardwired in the human brain, 
yet it’s particularly difficult to know 
why lost people make the decisions 
they do. Now researchers have 
been able to identify predictable 
behaviors that could help rescuers 
narrow their search. What are some 
of them?

A. Lost people rarely do much to 
help themselves, and often make 
matters worse by continuing to 
move, “which substantially reduces 
the chance of being found alive,” 
says Michael Boyd in “New Scien-
tist” magazine. 

The urge to move is understand-
able, triggered by fear, and with a 
heightened level of stress, cognitive 
functions needed for wayfinding 
decline. “Lost people have been 
seen walking trance-like past search 
parties, or running off and having to 
be chased down and tackled.”

Available records suggest that 
“certain tendencies are universal, 
intuitive to all humans in unfamil-
iar landscapes.”  We are drawn 
to boundaries - a forest margin, a 
drainage ditch - and overall, most 
lost people found alive end up in a 
building or on what rescuers call a 
travel aid, such as a road, track or 

path. But different types of people 
get lost in different ways, depending 
on their age, gender, and mental 
state. For example, solo male hikers 
travel the farthest of all, and children 
are less likely than adults to keep 
moving, which explains why 96% of 
them are found alive compared with 
75% of adults.

The first to study how children 
navigate, psychologist Ed Cornell 
and his colleague Donald Heth 
found that, when left alone to roam, 
children traveled much farther than 
anyone thought and wandered and 
dawdled rather than going directly 
to the target location. Their detailed 
report enabled a search team to find 
a missing 3-year-old boy “minutes 
away from dying of hypothermia.”

Barking  up the right tree
Q. With their hypersensitivity to 

odors, dogs have been known to 
detect the subtle smell of disease 
in their owners. How is this remark-
able ability being put to use in tree 
orchards?

A. Dogs have been able to sniff 
out the pandemic and economically 
severe bacterial disease of citrus 
trees called huanglongbing, reports 
“Science” magazine. The dogs were 
first trained by positive reinforce-
ment on potted citrus plants and 
gradually moved up to orchard con-
ditions. “The dogs detected 30-day-
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

EXCUSE ME, MA’AM, I’M WORKING BACK HERE: A woman 
got into a car crash in Atlanta, jumped into a news van sent to cover the 
story, and drove off while the cameraman was setting up his equipment. 
But a news reporter was still inside the vehicle editing video. Cops chased 
the van until it crashed. Police said she was acting strange at the scene. 
One officer said, “They don’t know if she is emotionally disturbed or on 
intoxicants, drugs, something like that.”

BUT IT WAS JUST SO NICE TO BE OUT OF THE HOUSE: 
Two police officers on horseback spotted a couple being intimate in a park 
across from Buckingham Palace. The cops informed them that they were 
violating the British government’s social distancing guidelines and let them 
go.

NO SIR, THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS SLEEPDRIVING: 
Police pulled over an intoxicated man in the early morning hours in Tsaw-
wassen, British Columbia, driving a golf cart while wearing his bathrobe 
and slippers.

THESE GUYS WERE JUST SOOO BORED: Thirteen fire depart-
ments responded to a routine house fire in Loysburg, Pa.

IF HIS WIFE HASN’T COMPLAINED, WHY SHOULD YOU? A 
man called the police emergency number in Essex, England, to report that 
he could hear his next-door neighbor snoring loudly. Officers declined to 
respond.

REALLY? WELL, IT’S “ESSENTIAL” TO ME: A man with a 
suspended license, who crashed his car in Lavington, Australia, told police 
that he was driving to visit his drug dealer. Officers cited him for breaching 
coronavirus restrictions, informing him that this was deemed “non-essen-
tial” travel.

AND I USED TO THINK SHE WAS CUTE WHEN SHE GOT 
ANGRY: Infuriated that her boyfriend would not let her keep drinking at 
one in the morning at their home in Fort Pierce, Fla., a 32-year-old woman 
hit him with a part of a vacuum cleaner and then drove off in his car.   

BUT AN HOUR LATER SHE WAS HUNGRY AGAIN: The day 
after a 76-day lockdown in Wuhan, China, was lifted, a woman, who said 
she “hadn’t had Guo Zao in more than two months,” ordered 76 different 
types of breakfasts to make up for what she had missed during the coro-
navirus quarantine.

NEVER BRING A KNIFE TO A CHAINSAW FIGHT: A couple 
carried out a home invasion on a residence in South Range, Mich., 
and, once inside, the man pulled a knife on the homeowner. The victim 
responded by pulling a chainsaw. The invaders ran away. 

Freeport Lions decide to hold Fishin’ Fiesta 
The Freeport Host Lions Foundation has decided to go ahead with the 

73rd Annual Fishin' Fiesta July 3-5, but with some changes.
The Fishing Tournament, BBQ Cook-Off, Kids Hamburger Cook-off, carni-

val and fireworks will still take place.
The Lil' Mr. & Miss Contests, Queen Contest, Concerts, Kid Fish, and 

Cornhole Tournament will not be held.
Grand prizes of $7,400 for Adult In-Shore and Off-Shore and the Lifetime 

Fishing License for Juvenile Grand Prizes will not change. But the first-, 
second- and third-place winners in each category will be awarded plaques 
only, no cash prizes. 

Organizers also say that entry fees this year have been "dramatically" 
lowered.

"If the COVID" situation changes, we may be forced to adjust the dates for 
Fishin' Fiesta," according to Fiesta chairman Ann Johnston. “If it was anytime 
people needed to go out and have a good time, it would be now.”



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   May 26, 2020   THE BULLETIN  Page 5

COME SEE US FOR

Prices Good Thru 06-02-20

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

to spoil my mom on Mother’s Day, 
since she was coming over, but as 
it turned out, I was also spoiled that 
day. 

My husband, David, went grocery 
shopping for all the food to prepare 
for mom and dad. The menu was 
smoked salmon with roasted side 
dishes of farm-fresh green beans 
and baby potatoes. 

For dessert, there were home-
made chocolate chip cookies. It was 
the perfect menu, and even better, I 
was only supposed to make the side 
dishes. 

I woke up on Mother’s Day morn-
ing and disinfected the entire house 
before my parents came over. I am 
talking every door knob and window 
in the house. I probably went a little 
overboard, but this has become my 
new normal with the virus.

I fell back to sleep, only to wake 
up to coffee from my favorite coffee 
shop and a bean-and-cheese break-
fast burrito. 

There is nothing better than 
waking up to the smell of your favor-
ite foods, especially when you are 
nine months pregnant. David read 
my mind, then he gave me my pres-
ent - a robe for me with a matching 
swaddle and hat for the baby for 
when we are in the hospital. 

I fell asleep again. The ninth 
month of pregnancy requires that I 

I said I would make the side dishes, then fell back to sleep
do that. I woke up to the sound of 
the doorbell. My parents were here 
and left their usual greeting mes-
sage on the Ring doorbell, which 
is probably worthy of an Oscar 
nomination.

I hadn’t made any of the side 
dishes or cookies - actually, I hadn’t 
done anything I said I would do. I 
jolted up, looked around, and went 
into panic mode. 

The side dishes were completed; 
the cookies were ready to go in the 
oven; and the salmon was just right 
and seasoned. David had even set 
the table. The dad-to-be stepped up 
to the plate and hit a homerun.

I could tell Mom and Dad were 
impressed by how delicious every-
thing was, especially the cookies. 
Dad went in for his third one. 

 We all walked off the food on a 
nature path, being surrounded by a 
sea of wildflowers. It was peace-
ful and beautiful, the silence only 
broken occasionally by a nearby 
child’s voice. Next year, we’ll be 
walking with our child through this 
beautiful spring scenery. 

By then, perhaps we’ll be walking 
without having to worry about 
masks and distancing and fear of a 
virus. But for the day, we enjoyed 
the escape from all of this and took 
pleasure in living in the moment.

Then we were alone again, just 
the two of us. With the memories 

of all the things that happened on 
this special day, I fell asleep in the 
recliner, but not for long. 

David started packing up a cooler 
and threw in some leftover cookies 
and beverages. We jumped in the 
car. After not really going anywhere 
for months because of COVID-19, I 
will jump in the car for any reason at 
this point. 

We picked up a pizza at a local 
shop and took it to the park for a 
picnic.The weather was beautiful, 
and there were ducks all around 
us. It was almost like we were in 
a romantic movie, the one where I 
slept a lot and got spoiled. I felt like 
Rachel McAdams as she floated 
down the water and was sur-
rounded by swans as Ryan Gosling 
paddled the boat in “The Notebook.”

Except we were on dry land, 
munching on pizza, and it didn’t 
rain, but close enough. My Ryan 
Gosling managed to again sweep 
me off my feet - good thing we were 
sitting on a blanket.

This kind of day makes the ninth 
month memorable and not for just 
the aches and pains. These are 
good memories to be cherished 
forever as I get ready for the main 
event.

(You can reach Stephanie at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or 
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

(Continued from Page 1)

www.facebook.com/brazoriacountybulletin/
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the place and in my face. 
Age makes a guy realize that the 

shorter the hair, the less he has 
to mess with it. Maybe combing 
it once a day, or even skipping a 
day. It looks good even when it’s 
messed up. It’s practical. Older 
folks, I’ve heard,  like practical -  or 
many of them, anyway.

Don’t misunderstand - I am not 
admitting to being old. This is about 
a haircut, not age. But, I am also 
not as young as I used to be, so 
we’ll just leave it at that.

I never thought that being able to 
get a haircut would be such a big 
event. This virus has made a lot of 

things we have taken for granted 
into major events.

I have a new appreciation for 
toilet paper, paper towels and hand 
sanitizer.

I also have a new appreciation 
for hair stylists, whose livelihood the 
lockdown orders took away. It was 
not safe to sit in that chair and get a 
haircut because of the virus. Maybe 
that was too cautious. I’d rather be 
too cautious than be on a ventilator 
fighting for my life. Hair can be cut 
later.

“I’m sure glad that you’re back.” I 
told the stylist through my face-
mask. “Cut it shorter than usual. If 
they shut things down again, I need 

it to last.” 
Snip here, snip there, it was like 

a movie on fast forward. I could 
tell she was very good at her job 
and missed it while the shop was 
closed. I admired her ability to cut 
the hair just in the right places so 
that it is layered. 

I’ve always had my hair layered. 
That’s just the way it has been ever 
since I can remember, even when it 
was long.

She likely has every move 
memorized and can cut hair in her 
sleep. It didn’t take all that long to 
turn a growing mop on my head 
into a nice short, around-the-ears, 
layered cut.

It felt good to be back to as 
normal as possible for right now. 
We have a long way to go, but this 
is an important step. Let’s not mess 
it up by getting sick and becoming 
a statistic. 

Take good care of yourselves and 
be careful. By following the rules, 
we’ll all make sure that, in a few 
weeks, I can get another haircut.

I never thought a routine haircut would be such a big deal
(continued from Page 1)

a slob. I keep a clean kitchen and 
brush my teeth faithfully, but that is 
as good as it gets. Although I cannot 
stand to go more than one day 
without a long, hot shower. Hey, I do 
have standards.

I have decided to stock only 
healthy snacks in my home to lose 
weight. But I will have to deplete my 
cookie inventory before I begin the 
healthy snack regimen.

 I have carrots, peanuts, popcorn, 
celery, and cheese. Unfortunately, 
when the snack bug attacks, cook-
ies are my first choice. I am down to 
one row of Oreos and have prom-
ised myself that I will not purchase 
anymore, at least not in the near 
future. 

Oh no, I just realized I have 
graham crackers, too. Technically, 
not cookies, but they fall in that cat-
egory. I’m also spotting some Pop-
Tarts in the pantry adjacent to the 
graham crackers. I must convince 
myself that I don’t have to eat my 
way out of this abundance. It’s hard.

In my frenzy to avoid the cookies, 
I find myself eating Oreos, but I try 
to negate that by eating a bag of 
microwave popcorn. I’m not sure 
if that works, but my heart was in 
the right place; ‘twas my mouth that 
betrayed me. 

The news is not good today. I 
replenished my cookies, but I did 
not buy Oreos. I bought a package 
of Pepperidge Farm White Choco-
late Macadamia Nut Cookies. My 
theory is it’s a smaller package with 
fewer cookies. (I’m not sure about 
the calories.) Therefore, it’s not as 
evil as the package of Oreos.

Mother’s Day broke up this daily 
routine of indecision.

We celebrated together as a 
family at my home. I think we were 
legally congregating as a group. 
This was our first big gathering 
since the quarantine began, and I 
hope the beginning of a new trend. 

The Friday before Mother’s Day, I 

cooked a brisket. I slow-cooked it at 
225 degrees with pecan wood.

 We chose to celebrate on 
Saturday. The crew arrived around 
noon and began making side dishes 
to accompany the brisket. Ro-Tel 
cheese dip, five-ingredient White 
Queso Dip, brisket and cream 
cheese-stuffed jalapenos wrapped 
in bacon, Bush’s Baked Beans, hot 
dogs and salad. 

We ate, visited, watched movies 
and enjoyed one another’s com-
pany. It was a nice day that we all 
had anticipated celebrating, but 
mostly we relished being together.

I must have been sleep-shopping 

at the grocery store because I just 
found some more cookies. I must 
eat them, and I will continue to 
monitor the news broadcasts and 
newspaper accounts of the novel 
coronavirus status. I am doing my 
part - munch, munch.

I hope and pray that its progress 
continues to diminish.

 We are all in this together, 
socially distanced, of course.

(Edward Forbes wants to 
hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX. 
77516.)

Family Mother’s Day gathering came just in the nick of time
(Continued from Page 1)

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
3-7 PM DAILY

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

Brazosport College offering free HS 
equivalency course this summer

Brazosport College’s Community Education department is offering a free 
online High School Equivalency (HSE) course this summer.

The class begins June 9 and runs through July 30 on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays. Two time slots are available for students, including 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. or 6 to 9 p.m.

The class will only be taught online.
The purpose of the HSE program is to prepare students to pass the HSE 

exam (formally the GED exam).
For more information or to register, visit brazosport.edu/ce or call (979) 

230-3600.
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PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

Buy Any
2-Meat

Dinner and Get
Second at 

½
Price

I marshalled the pups in the door as 
testament to the gravity of the owl’s 
intent. 

As the young owlet began to 
stretch his wings, it ended up 
hiding for a week or so between the 
plywood sheets on a rack we keep 
downstairs to board up when hur-
ricanes threaten. Again, he called 
his parents all night long, looking for 
supper. The call got on our nerves 
after a while, and we’d have to go 
in the house to get some peace and 
quiet. But during the daytime, we’d 
sneak up and play peek-a-boo with 
the owl. We’d catch his attention 
and move from side to side – and 
he would follow our movement with 
his head and body. We also took a 
few portraits of him, but we stayed 
at a distance doing this because 

– well, even at this young age, he 
had talons and a beak that were 
not to be messed with. Even though 
his nocturnal dinner parties were 
rather messy, leaving disgusting owl 
pellets around, it was hard not to get 
attached to our owl baby. He was so 
adorable!

But, I guess the little owl did not 
like the cramped accommodations 
at our house, because after about 
a week, he tried his wings again 
and ended up in the store room of 
another neighbor who almost had 
a heart attack when he opened the 
storeroom and found an owl staring 
back at him. That visit lasted about 
a day, and it appears that when the 
little owl was stretching his wings 
that evening, he ran into some 
power source – we surmise – as 
he was found dead the next day 

under the power lines with no visible 
wounds. 

That’s when I really felt for the 
little fellow and started to find out a 
bit more about Barn Owls. I learned 
that Barn Owls feed mostly on mice 
and small mammals and frequent 
grasslands to hunt for food, so the 
wildlife refuge and open marsh 
across the river was a perfect place 
to look for food. There is no specific 
breeding season for the Barn Owl, 
instead depending upon a steady 
abundance of food. Barn Owl popu-
lations increase rapidly when mouse 
populations go up and may produce 
several broods when the hunting is 

good. 
Barn Owls are known the world 

over and have numerous names: 
Monkey-faced Owl, Ghost Owl, 
Church Owl, Death Owl, Hissing 
Owl, Hobgoblin or Hobby Owl, 
White Owl, Night Owl, Rat Owl, 
Straw Owl, Barnyard Owl, or Deli-
cate Owl. 

Barn Owls may look big with 
their 42-inch wing span, but an 
adult weighs only about a pound. 
The Barn Owl can turn its head 
about 270 degrees to look at things 
because it cannot move its eyes. 
But here’s the surprising part – they 
live a very short time. They become 
sexually mature in less than a year, 
and in the wild, they only live 1 to 2 

years, and many of them (like our 
owlet) do not live to see their first 
year through. 

Our owlet’s parents only stayed 
around a couple more days after 
the little owl died - grieving, I guess. 
Then they left and did not start 
another brood. Even though the little 
owl’s raucous cries were disturb-
ing, and his parents’ fly-overs were 
unsettling for us and our small dogs, 
Roy and I and our neighbors were 
sad to see that the little guy did not 
make it. So who gives a hoot about 
our little owlet? I guess we all did.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

We missed the young owlet, even though it was noisy
(Continued from Page 1)
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noontime traffic on the Southwest 
Freeway. The truck exploded, 
scattering cars and clouds of toxic 
fumes over the area.

The blast ripped a hole in the 
highway overpass and damaged 
supporting columns in the heaviest 
traveled interchange in the state.

All that remained of the truck 
was four tires and a twisted hunk of 
metal.

The fumes that were released 
proved fatal to those who were too 
close. 

Freeway traffic was closed from 
three miles in all directions. Nearby 
residents fled their homes. 

The Houston Post building (now 
owned by the Chronicle) is located 
at that intersection. Enter Ben 
Royal.  

According to a front-page story 
Ben wrote for the next day’s paper, 
he ran from the Post building after 
the explosion and could see a 
woman stumbling along the fence 
dividing the Southwest Freeway 
lanes.

He could hear her screams.
“I’m coming,” he shouted. “I’m 

coming.”  She turned toward him.  
“Please help me,” she said.  It was 
no longer a scream but a whisper.

According to Ben’s account, the 
one side of the woman’s face was 
gray, and strands of vomit fell from 
her mouth and down her blouse.  
She was in shock.

“I couldn’t get over the fence so 

I held her fingers through the wire 
strands,“ Ben wrote.  He told her 
that aid was coming.

He saw another woman honking 
the horn of her small foreign car   
She had three children in the car 
with her. 

“For the first time I felt the ammo-
nia,” he wrote. “My eyes stung. I 
couldn’t breathe. The whole area 
was enveloped with the white fumes 
trapped in the depression beneath 
the overpass.”

The story continued. “I could see 
a man lying half in the road, his 
body hidden in the weeds grow-
ing alongside the ramp.  A truck 
stopped, and the driver jumped 
out. He grabbed the man under the 
arms, pulled him into the truck and 
took off.”

Emergency personnel arrived and 
rescued the woman leaning against 
the fence and the people in the 
foreign car. They were taken away 
in ambulances. 

One of the emergency techni-
cians looked over his shoulder and 
yelled out at Ben. “Get out of here if 
you can.”

Ben started running back to the 
Post building. The odor got stronger 
and he cried like when he was in 
basic training in the tear gas cham-
ber again.

He noticed the trees, bushes, 
weeds and grass turning black, curl-
ing up.  Everything was dying.

Safely back in the Post building, 
he joined others on the top floor, 

above the fumes.
The accident claimed seven 

lives, including the truck driver. The 
National Transportation and Safety 
Board determined that the driver 
was probably not traveling at a safe 
speed.

Six of the victims died at the 
scene or shortly thereafter. The 
seventh died in 1979 from compli-
cations resulting from the accident.  
Almost 200 people were injured, 
including several Post employees, 
who suffered lung damage.

Although he doesn’t know for 
sure, Ben assumes the women he 
helped were survivors because 
most of the fatalities seemed to be 
closer to the accident.

The accident had long-term 
implications. Hazardous materials 
in large quantities are no longer 
allowed to be transported inside 
the 610 Loop, and the Houston Fire 
Department now has dedicated 
hazardous materials teams. 

Ben left the Post and became a 
technical writer, eventually landing a 
job with a NASA subcontractor.

He is now retired and living in 
Iowa.  

I have had some interesting days 
in my newspaper career, but nothing 
to match Ben’s experience 44 years 
ago. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

New Post editor’s routine drive to work took tragic turn 
(Continued from Page 1)

Libraries to re-open June 1 with limited hours, services
As the next step toward 

resumption of library services, all 
branches of the Brazoria County 
Library System are set to re-open 
to the public on Monday, June 1, 
with the following adjusted hours: 

Alvin: 10-6 Mon-Sat
Angleton: 10-7 Mon; 10–6 Tues-

Sat.
Brazoria: 10-6 Mon; 10-7 Tues; 

10-6 Wed-Sat.
Clute: Closed Mon; 10-6 Tues-

Sat.
Danbury: 10-6 Mon-Fri
Freeport:  10-6 Mon-Thurs; 

Closed Fri; 10-6 Sat.
Lake Jackson: 10-6 Mon & 

Tues; 10-7 Wed; 10-6 Thurs-Sat.
Manvel: 10-6 Mon-Sat.

Pearland/Tom Reid: 10-6 Mon; 
10-7 Tues; 10-6 Wed-Sat.

Pearland Westside: 10-6 Mon-
Wed; 10-7 Thurs; 10-6 Fri-Sat.

Sweeny: Closed Mon; 10-6 Tues-
Sat.

West Columbia:  10-6 Mon-Thurs; 
Closed Fri; 10-6 Sat.

All branches remain closed on 
Sunday. Curbside pickup of library 
materials continues from 12 noon 
to 5 pm on days that the branch is 
open.

The buildings will re-open with 
reduced occupancy levels. Com-
puters will be available for public 
use, but due to social distancing 
guidelines, only a limited number 
will be available. For the safety 

of the public, all toys, games, 
puzzles and interactive areas 
have been removed and will be 
made unavailable at this time. 
Seating has also been temporar-
ily reduced to comply with new 
guidelines.

Meeting rooms and study 
rooms will remain closed to the 
public. All children’s and teen pro-
grams, story times, craft activites, 
and book clubs will be online only. 

Check the library website at 
bcls.lib.tx.us or your branch’s 
Facebook page for dates and 
times.

If you have any questions, 
please call the branch library in 
Angleton at (979) 864-1505.

Texas virus testing up; hybrid teaching 
may be offered in fall, says Sen. Taylor
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

Texas is currently testing about 
15,000 to 20,000 people a day 
with the ideal goal being around 
30,000 daily, said Sen. Larry Taylor 
(R-Friendswood) at a recent Angle-
ton Chamber of Commerce virtual 
luncheon.

There are more than 300 testing 
sites around the state, and mobile 
medical units have traveled to rural 
areas and small towns where med-
ical personnel  are testing Texans 
who may not have much access to 
testing.

Senator Taylor mentioned a lot of 
people are still hesitant about going 
out in public although stay-at-home 
orders have been lifted, and he rec-
ommended the elderly population 
should be as careful as possible.

“We are hoping to get through this 
quickly and keep the mortality rate 
low,” he said.

He commended the state’s 
educators and local school districts 
for how fast they have responded to 
COVID-19. The pandemic broke out 
during spring break, and in about 
two weeks, schools were up and 
running online. 

Some schools were setting up 
wi-fi in the parking lot for kids with-
out internet access and teaching 
from there, he said. Some were 
handing out or mailing packets. 
The State of Texas spent about $20 
million to make sure every school 
district has broadband internet 
access. 

“The silver lining is that this 
situation might have pushed us into 

the 21st century for education,” said 
Sen. Taylor. “People are seeing the 
advantages to online learning, and 
when we come back, we will come 
back better from this.”

As far as what the future looks 
like for the next semester of school, 
no one is still too sure what will 
happen, and everybody is taking the 
situation day by day. 

He said it could be a hybrid of 
online learning and in-person learn-
ing combined. Some kids need that 
face-to-face interaction and learn-
ing, he said, so it would be great if 
schools could offer both, because 
it would allow school districts to 
have fewer kids on campuses for a 
shorter duration, which would make 
it easier to socially distance. 

Another point he made is that the 
oil industry is hurting now, which is 
one of the largest revenue genera-
tors in Texas. Oil is currently selling 
at about $20 a barrel, and we don’t 
know what the future will look like 
for oil, he added. 

Sales tax is the number one reve-
nue resource for Texas, and oil and 
gas contribute heavily. 

The good news is that Texas has 
a rainy day fund with about $8 bil-
lion in it with Alaska being the only 
U.S. state having more in reserves. 
Some of the Texas fund was used 
after Hurricanes Ike and Harvey, but 
much of it is still there if needed. 

The economy will come back, he 
asserted, but we don’t know when 
and how long it will take. 

 “Texas finds challenges, meets 
them, and supersedes them,” Sen. 
Taylor concluded.
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Summertime: Is it safe to swim in a pool, lake or the ocean?
By Christopher Reynolds
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Summer always means water, 
whether it’s an ocean, lake, river, 
swimming pool or hot tub. But now 
that we’re worrying more about 
germs, it’s natural to wonder: Will 
this season’s swimming, surfing, 
floating and soaking be as safe as 
it used to be?

Yes, many experts say.
“There is no data that somebody 

got infected this way (with coro-
navirus),” said professor Karin B. 
Michels, chair of UCLA’s Depart-
ment of Epidemiology, in a recent 
interview.

“I can’t say it’s absolutely 100% 
zero risk, but I can tell you that it 
would never cross my mind to get 

COVID-19 from a swimming pool 
or the ocean,” said Paula Cannon, 
a professor of molecular microbi-
ology and immunology at USC’s 
Keck School of Medicine. “It’s just 
extraordinarily unlikely that this 
would happen.”

On web pages giving pandemic 
advice, the federal Centers for 
Disease Control say, “There is 

no evidence that the virus that 
causes COVID-19 can be spread 
to people through the water in 
pools, hot tubs, spas or water play 
areas.”

As both professors noted, the 
chlorine in most swimming pools is 
enough to inactivate the virus. The 
U.S. Masters Swimming organi-
zation makes the same point in its 
coronavirus briefing for frequent 
pool swimmers.

As for rivers, lakes and the 
ocean, experts say there are 
no known cases of COVID-19 
transmission through those bodies 
of water. Also, the outdoors is 
understood to pose less risk than 
indoors because of free air flow.

Surfrider Foundation staff scien-
tist Katie Day has written, “Similar 
coronaviruses (to COVID-19) have 
been shown to remain viable and 
infectious, at least temporarily, in 
natural freshwater environments, 
including lakes and streams.” But 
researchers say they aren’t sure if 
it’s possible for humans to contract 
COVID-19 that way.

Even if it was theoretically pos-
sible, “I’m not concerned about the 
ocean and large lakes,” Michels 
said. “The dilution effect is so 
humongous that I don’t think there 
is a risk that anybody gets infected 
this way.”

Said Cannon: “You’d have to 
probably drink the entire lake 
to get an infectious dose of the 
coronavirus.”

Some viruses do make their 
home in fecal matter carried into 
the sea with other sewage; that’s 
why Southern California beaches 
often are closed immediately after 

rains. But research so far shows 
that COVID-19’s principal means 
of transmission is respiratory, not 
fecal-oral.

So far, scientists say, there 
is no data suggesting that the 
COVID-19 virus remains viable in 
saltwater. They’re also not sure if 
the virus remains infectious once 
it has been through a human 
digestive system or a wastewater 
treatment plant.

“The virus really likes being 37 
degrees Centigrade (98.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit) in human saliva. It 
likes to be warm and wet,” said 
Cannon. “Obviously, it can survive 
outside the body, but the clock is 
ticking as soon as it leaves our 
body.”

In an analysis of fecal matter 
from several COVID-19 cases in 
the journal Nature, no samples 
were found to be infectious.

As the Surfrider Foundation 
noted in a recent briefing for surfers, 
Kim Prather, Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography researcher, is work-
ing on a National Science Founda-
tion project to look for the COVID-19 
virus in sea-spray droplets in 
coastal waters that receive regular 
sewage flows.

“Clearly, more research is needed 
on this particular virus,” Prather told 
L.A. Times reporter Rosanna Xia in 
April, “to determine whether it loses 
infectiousness through sewage 
treatment and exposure to air, sun-
light and water.”

Rather than worry about coro-
navirus in water, UCLA’s Michels 
and USC’s Cannon said, swimmers 
should stay well separated before 
and after entering the the water.
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Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Rex Lloyd 
Vice Chairman: Ron McCulley
Secretary: Dorman Davidson
Commissioners: Walter Branson, 

Brian Wilmer, Rebecca Hay, Alvie 
Merrill.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees and sand fenc-
ing, lend a hand with programs, 
and add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Buffalo Camp County Park is a four-acre, day-use park within the Buf-
falo Camp subdivision near Lake Jackson, and the Brazoria County Parks 
Department is excited to announce the installation of a new playground and 
a new fire engine playscape in the park. Keep an eye on our social media 
pages for an official update on the completion of the project.

Buffalo Camp County Park improvements

A new playground has been installed at the park.

Children will enjoy playing on this new playground fire truck.

For those searching for a safe, 
fun activity to add to your socially 
distanced schedule, a visit to San 
Luis Pass or Follett’s Island allows 
plenty of space to practice your 
fishing skills. 

Whether you’re an ace angler, 
or more of a novice, now is a great 
time to spread out and enjoy the 
outdoors with a rod and reel ready 
to go. 

In the photo, Cindy Coates Lub-
etkin presents a spotted sea trout 
caught near San Luis Pass.

Social distancing, fishing team up at  
San Luis Pass or Follett’s Island

• Visit in groups of 10 or less.
• Stay home if you or someone in your household has been or is sick.
• Keep a minimum six-foot distance (think the length of the average surf-

board or fishing rod, perhaps) between yourself and other groups of visitors.
We’d also like to remind you to bring plenty of sunscreen and fresh water.
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 

especially after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing.

If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them 
together until they feel dry.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
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Schedule of Events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Per the office of the Brazoria County judge, considering recommen-
dations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, many of 
our park facilities have been closed in an effort to minimize the risk of 
the COVID-19 virus. This has changed the department’s schedule of 
upcoming events, with some programs postponed. 

The below events are still scheduled.
Monday through Thursday, June 15-18, 9 a.m. to noon: Nature 

Camp at Camp Mohawk County Park. Campers will participate 
in entertaining and educational activities, including lessons on our local 
environment and the critters that inhabit it, archery instruction and a 
hike through the park itself. Nature Camp registration is $30 per child 
and is open to registrants ages 7 to 12 years of age. For registration 
and information, call (979) 864-1152, or email Mike at mikem@brazo-
ria-county.com.

Saturday, June 20, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer Paddling Event 
#1. Come join the Brazoria Paddlers Club as it holds a paddling event 
on one of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or 
borrow one of ours. Location to be announced at a later date. Must 
complete, or already have on file, a copy of our liability release form 
for 2020. For information or reservations, call (979) 864-1152 or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.com. 

Monday through Thursday, July 13 to 16, 9 a.m. to noon: Nature 
Camp at Quintana Beach County Park.  Kids will learn about 
fish, turtles, and marine mammals while having fun and exploring the 
animals’ habitat. Nature Camp registration is $30 per child and is open 
to registrants ages 7 to 12 years of age. For registration or information, 
call (979) 864-1152, or email Mike at mikem@brazoria-county.com. 

Saturday, July 18, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer Paddling Event 
#2. Come join the Brazoria Paddlers Club as it holds a paddling event 
on one of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or 
borrow one of ours. Location to be announced later. Must complete, 
or already have on file, a copy of our liability release form for 2020. 
For information or reservations, call (979) 864-1152 or email mikem@
brazoria-county.com.

Camp Mohawk Park dorm, cabin renovations continue
The dorm facilities at Camp Mohawk County Park 

have undergone serious renovation in recent months, 
while Hurricane Harvey repairs continue and near com-
pletion. The dorms have been closed since the storm 
ravaged the park, and while Camp Mohawk is open to 

day-use and primitive camping, the dorms and cabins 
remain closed until repairs are complete.

There is a light at the end of the tunnel, however, as 
we begin refurnishing and renovating the indoor camping 
opportunities at the park. Stay tuned.

Parks Deputy Director J.R. Norris stands in front of Kickapoo Dorm Camp at Mohawk County Park.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

SEPTIC REPAIR
ALL SYSTEMS NEW OR OLD 

LOWEST PRICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE
CALL GRANT 
979-824-0249

LIC.#0S0035161

quarantine when we all got tired 
of sitting around and staring at our 
iPhones while drooling into our belly 
buttons. We decided it was time to 
lift our spirits and get some exercise 
by making a batch of homemade 
Nestle ©Tollhouse cookies - minus 
the nuts, since my three daughters 
didn’t want to ruin the experience 
by including something natural and 
healthy.

Because these were the first 
cookies we had made in a while that 
didn’t start out in a refrigerated tube, 
we had to locate the ingredients. 
After rifling through the bowels of 
our pantry, we found some prehis-
toric flour, Crisco, baking soda and 
vanilla extract - the remnants of a 
sad attempt at making Christmas 
cookies a few months ago. I’m not 
sure whether any of it was expired, 
but it didn’t stink or fight back, so I 
assumed it was O.K.

We had plenty of chocolate mor-
sels, thanks to my middle daughter 
regularly adding them to the grocery 

list so she can hide in a closet with 
a bag of morsels larger than her 
head, a serving spoon, and a jar 
of creamy Jif to binge on her own 
twisted version of Reese’s Peanut 
Butter Cups. (O.K., that’s me, but 
I’m pretty sure she does it, too.)

The cookies were delicious, 
including the ones that we actually 
baked. And we’re hoping to get all 
of the flour out of our clothes and 
hair before school starts next fall. 
The cookies were so addictive, in 
fact, that we’ve had to resist making 
them too often and have managed 
to cut it down to a couple of batches 
per day.

After we had rocked the Nestle 
Tollhouse, I decided to try my hand 
at the deep magic of Grandma’s 
old-fashioned pound cake. I never 
really understood why it’s called 
“pound cake” until I saw that the 
recipe calls for enough ingredients 
to support the American farming 
industry for the foreseeable future. 
I actually felt guilty while I was 
cracking the required number of 

eggs, like I was back in junior high 
vandalizing somebody’s front win-
dows - not that I ever did that.

Despite following the recipe right 
down to the last shipping container 
of pure cane sugar, my pound cake 
clung to the Bundt pan like that 
infernal “Dance Monkey” song that’s 
been stuck in my melon for the past 
three weeks. We tried everything to 

get the cake to turn loose - steaming 
it, freezing it, threatening to make 
it watch Joe Exotic’s music videos. 
Nothing worked.

Finally, I just gave up and gouged 
out the cake in chunks, until I wound 
up with a heap of freshly-baked 
wreckage. I was so disappointed in 
the disgraceful presentation that I 
could only bring myself to eat three 
servings that night after supper.

Despite a few mishaps, I’ve 
thoroughly enjoyed regularly 
trashing the kitchen with my wife 
and daughters to get my mind off 

the COVID-19 crisis. There’s just 
something about sitting around a 
table loaded down with dangerous 
levels of homemade carbohydrates 
that brings a family closer together. 
And even though I still can’t call 
myself the Rembrandt of baked 
goods, at least I can pretend to be 
Mad Max when I go to Walmart for 
more Crisco.

(Copyright 2020 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.)

Quarantine made us bake and cook our food as a family
(Continued from Page 1)

Pastor speaks out after 
defying orders with 

Mother’s Day service
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

A Butte County, Calif., pastor 
who defied public health officials 
and held an in-person Mother’s Day 
service that potentially exposed 180 
congregants to the coronavirus, has 
spoken out about his decision on 
social media.

In a Facebook post, Pastor Mike 
Jacobsen of Palermo Bible Family 
Church said that an asymptom-
atic congregant who attended the 
May 11 service woke up the next 
morning “needing medical attention” 
and was tested for the coronavirus 
that day. The congregant received 
positive test results for COVID-19 
two days later.

Jacobsen, who - with his wife 
- has led the Pentecostal church 
since 2008, said in the post that he 
would “never with knowledge put 
anyone in harms (sic) way.”

“For 7 weeks we have been kept 
out of our church and away from 
our church family,” Jacobsen wrote 
in the post, which has since been 
deleted. “I am fully aware that some 
people may not understand that, 
for our church, it is essential to be 
together in fellowship.”

other participation prizes.
An important aspect of the annual 

tournament is the ability to give back 
to the community. The Brazoria 
County Dream Center will receive 
a donation of 10 canned goods per 
registered participant. No entry fee 
for participants is required for this 
year’s virtual fishing tournament.

“On behalf of the Port Com-
mission, I would like to thank the 
sponsors and volunteers for their 
generosity, which has made this 
event a success year after year,” 
stated Port Commission Chairman 
Shane Pirtle. “We look forward to 
another strong participant turnout 
and seeing everyone’s submissions 
for the 20th anniversary of this spe-
cial community event.”        

Port Freeport’s website has a 
dedicated page (www.portfreeport.
com/tacft2020) highlighting this 
year’s sponsors, details regarding 
online registration, and tournament 
rules.  

In addition, the webpage gallery 
will feature contestant fishing photos 
or video submissions. 

Bait will be provided while sup-
plies last and may be collected at 
Bridge Bait in Freeport with a copy 
of the registration confirmation.

On July 1, 2020, at 12 p.m., a 
Facebook Live drawing will be held 
to select a winner from each age 
group for the top prize.

  Every registered participant 
residing within Brazoria County is 
eligible to win one of the 20 partici-
pation prizes.

Port Freeport to celebrate 20 years of 
Take-A-Child Fishing tournament virtually

(Continued from Page 1)

In the May 19 issue of The Bulletin, the column, “Texan Schooner San 
Bernard” contained two date errors that were editing mistakes.

The correct information is: The Second Navy of Texas was formed in 1838. 
The flotilla of Texas Navy ships reached Sisal, the main Yucatan seaport at 

the time, on Jan. 6, 1842. 
The web version of the article has been corrected.

CORRECTION



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   May 26, 2020    THE BULLETIN  Page 13
Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. No 

dine-in currently. Take-out or deliv-
ery only.

Wednesday, May 27: South-
ern-fried chicken, creamed pota-
toes, gravy, green beans, carrot & 
raisin salad, biscuits, dessert.

Thursday, May 28: Meatloaf, 
rice & gravy, peas, carrots, peaches 
& cottage cheese, garlic toast, 
dessert.

Friday, May 29: Hamburger, corn 
on the cob, beans & weinies, lettuce 

& tomatoes, potato salad, ham-
burger bun, dessert.

Monday, June 1: Beef Stroga-
noff, spiced apples, beets, pears & 
cottae cheese, garlic toast, dessert.

Tuesday, June 2: Baked chicken, 
dressing/gray, creamed potatoes, 
green beans, carrot &, low salt/
low sugar raisin salad, roll, birthday 
cake.

Meals on wheels available - call before 
9:30 a.m.; Low salt/low sugar meals available 
- call before 8 a.m. Take-out meals need to be 
called in by 10:30 a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m.

Q: My youth pastor told me that 
preachers can help us understand 
the Bible. Is that true? - S.Y.

A: When preachers present 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ with 
authority, quoting from the very 
Word of God, God takes that 
message and drives it supernatu-
rally into the human heart. It isn’t 
the eloquence of the preacher, or 
even his ability to communicate, 
but it is by the truth of God’s Word 
that His Holy Spirit draws people 
to Christ and opens their under-
standing to Biblical truth.

When Jesus was ready to 
return to Heaven, He said to His 
disciples: “It is to your advantage 
that I go away; for if I do not go 
away, the Helper [the Holy Spirit] 
will not come to you; but if I 
depart, I will send Him to you. And 
when He has come, He will con-
vict the world of sin, and of righ-
teousness... He will guide you into 
all truth” (John 16:7-8, 13). What 
a promise! The coming of the Holy 
Spirit was based upon the Word of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus didn’t say that He would 
send the Holy Spirit to some 
believers and not to others. Nor 
did He say that we had to belong 
to some special organization. 
When Jesus makes a promise, 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God works through preachers and teachers
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

He does not break or forget it. We 
may doubt the promises of friends 
or family; we may even doubt our 
own promises to others. But we 
have never been given a promise 
by Jesus that has not been a 
certainty.

God works through preach-
ers and teachers who faithfully 
proclaim the truth of His Word, but 
it is our responsibility to seek out 
those who speak from the pages 
of Scripture. When this happens, 
the door is open to the Holy Spirit 
to do His work in our lives. God 
promises to bless His Word and 
make it abundantly clear.

Special Public Notice
Public Scoping Meeting for
Harris Reservoir Expansion 
Project
Environmental Impact Statement
5-27-2020
US Army Corps of Engineers
Galveston District
Regulatory Division

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING 
MEETING FOR DOW CHEMICAL 
COMPANY’S 
HARRIS RESERVOIR EXPAN-
SION PROJECT, BRAZORIA 
COUNTY, TEXAS (DEPARTMENT 
OF THE ARMY PERMIT NUMBER 
SWG-2016-01027)

PURPOSE OF PUBLIC NOTICE:  
To inform you that the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Galveston 
District (Corps) has scheduled a 
Public Scoping Meeting on June 17, 
2020 for an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS), for which you might 
be interested. It is also to solicit your 
comments and information to better 
enable us to make a reasonable 
decision on factors affecting the 
public interest.  

BACKGROUND:  The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Galveston 
District (Corps)  received a permit 
application for a U.S. Department 
of the Army (DA) permit pursuant to 
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act from Dow Chemical 
Company (Dow) for the Harris Res-
ervoir Expansion Project (proposed 
Project). The Corps is the lead 
Federal agency under National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the 
President’s Council on Environmental 
Quality regulations and intends to 
prepare an environmental impact 
statement (EIS) for the proposed 
Project. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service are cooperat-
ing agencies under NEPA and the 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department and the Texas Historical 
Commission are participating for the 
preparation of the EIS. The DA permit 
application was first advertised by an 
extended Public Notice issued March 
2, 2018.

The proposed Project is located 

adjacent to the existing Dow Chem-
ical Harris Reservoir in the city of 
Angleton, Brazoria County, Texas 
(Latitude 29.2709860466716 ° North, 
Longitude -95.543090603221 ° West). 
The proposed Project would include 
the construction of a 1,929-acre 
impoundment with a nominal storage 
capacity of 50,000 acre-feet, an intake 
and pump station to divert Dow’s 
existing surface water rights from 
the Brazos River, an outlet to Oyster 
Creek, and an emergency spillway. 
The Project would also include flood-
plain enhancements on Oyster Creek, 
stream restoration, and temporary 
construction staging and laydown 
areas. Dow proposed the Project.

SCOPING PROCESS/PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT: A virtual scoping 
meeting will be held online at 4:00 
p.m. on June 17, 2020. The public 
meeting will be presented online 
to provide information about the 
proposed Project and to receive public 
input and comment on the draft EIS. 
Access information, instructions, an 
opportunity to subscribe to project 
updates, and additional information 
regarding this project will be made 
available prior to the virtual meeting at  
https://www.publicinput.com/
Dow-Reservoir-EIS.
The Corps invites full public participa-
tion to promote open communication 
on the potential concerns surrounding 
the draft EIS. In addition, participation 
by Federal, State, local agencies 
and other interested organizations 
is encouraged. Both oral and written 
statements will be accepted at the 
meeting through several channels 
including a virtual comment portal, 
telephone, and text message. Mate-
rials and visual depictions of the pro-
posed Project and associated impacts 
will be available. 

Each speaker will be given 3 minutes. 
Please keep your time to 3 minutes 
or less.  If you do not need the full 3 
minutes, help us to move the process 
along by only using the time you need. 
If you have additional comments that 
you’d like to submit beyond what 
you’re able to address during your 
time allotted, please submit them in 
writing. Written comments are just as 
valid and count the same as verbal 
comments presented during the 
Public Scoping Meeting. Questions for 
Dow related to the proposed Project 

or the Corps’ regulatory and Civil 
Works process may be submitted to 
the website referenced above or via 
email, text message or phone call to 
the toll-free number 855-925-2801. 
For text message comments, please 
text “DOW” or 369 to 855-925-2801.

The public meeting will be con-
ducted in English. Those in need of 
language interpreters should contact 
the Corps’ Public Involvement 
consultant, Hollaway Environmental 
+ Communications Services, Inc. 
(713) 868-1043, by June 10, to make 
arrangements. Every effort will be 
made to address requests.

Any comments received at the virtual 
public meeting will be considered by 
the Corps to assist in determining 
whether to issue, modify, condition, or 
deny a permit for the Project. Com-
ments will be considered in the draft 
EIS analysis pursuant to NEPA and 
used to help determine the overall 
public interest of the proposed Proj-
ect.  All comments must be received 
or postmarked by Thursday, July 2, 
2020, (15 calendar days following the 
public meeting).

ADDRESSES: Written comments 
regarding the proposed EIS scope 
should be addressed to Mr. Jayson 
Hudson, USACE, Galveston District, 
Regulatory Branch, P.O. Box 1229, 
Galveston, Texas 77553-1229.  
Individuals who would like to elec-
tronically provide comments should 
contact Mr. Hudson by electronic mail 
at: SWG201601027@usace.army.
mil. Emailed comments, including 
attachments, should be provided in 
.doc, .docx, .pdf or .txt formats. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: For information about this 
project, to be included on the mailing 
list for future updates and meeting 
announcements, or to receive a copy 
of the Draft EIS when it is issued, 
contact Mr. Jayson Hudson, at the 
Corps at (409) 766-3108, the email 
address SWG201601027@usace.
army.mil, or the address provided 
above.

DISTRICT ENGINEER
GALVESTON DISTRICT
CORPS OF ENGINEERS
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COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
might not recognize which people 
have your best interests at heart. 
Any skepticism may prevent you 
from making an advantageous 
choice. As this week unfolds, focus 
on being responsible as well as 
reasonable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Get it while you can. If you ask 
for forgiveness or assistance, 
your wish might be fulfilled. Don’t 
be surprised if you find hidden 
strings attached to a purchase or 
investment in the week ahead that 
changes your mind.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your 
social life could be at a low point. If 
you become bored or restless, your 
imagination might go into over-
drive. Wishful thinking could cause 
you to be misled by someone in the 
week ahead, so be alert for tricks.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Rein in any roving desire for 
romance. Keep your money in your 
pocket and your mind sharp. In 
the week to come, make decisions 
based on facts and don’t rely on 
others to guide your hand.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Your week ahead could include a 
profusion of confusion. Be alert 
to potential hackers or phishing 
scams, and don’t click on email 
links or give out personal informa-
tion. Reassure any loved ones who 
have doubts.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Apologize if you make a mistake 
or commit some slip-up. If you and 
loved ones can agree to disagree, 
your week to come will run more 
smoothly. Don’t go on a spend-
ing spree thinking it will solve a 
problem.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Someone may tell you only what 
you want to hear. Check the facts 
twice before embarking on new 
enterprises in the upcoming week. 
Someone who is demanding or is 
dealing with an emotional issue 
could drain your energy.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You or a family member could be 
subject to online tricks, misleading 
offers or false advertising. Change 
your passwords and update your 
security applications so that you 
can rest easy in the week ahead.

21): You’ll run fewer risks if your 
cash and credit card remain safely 
tucked away in your wallet.  Avoid 
making an issue of someone’s 
hedging during the week ahead to 
preserve the tranquility of a valued 
relationship.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You are probably feeling good 
about yourself and welcome some 
new activities as this week begins 
to unfold, but remain aware of your 
fiscal and social responsibilities. 
Take advantage of a chance for fun 
that costs little.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You may see evidence of your 
need to work harder as this week 
unfolds. It might be pointed out 
that you have not always made the 
most of your time. Put a hold on 
major expenditures until you are 
more comfortable.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Out of sight, out of mind. This is a 
good week to maintain a low profile 
and steer clear of misunderstand-
ings. Your intuition could be less 
accurate than usual in the upcom-
ing week, and you may want to be 
out of the loop in social situations.

May 26
1896 - The Dow Jones Industrial 

Average appeared for the first time 
in the “Wall Street Journal.”

1938 - The House Committee on 
Un-American Activities began its 
work of searching for subversives in 
the United States.

1946 - A patent was filed in the 
United States for an H-bomb.

1969 - The Apollo 10 astronauts 
returned to Earth after a successful 
eight-day dress rehearsal for the 
first manned moon landing.

May 27
1647 - Alse Young (Achsah Young 

or Alice Young), a resident of Wind-
sor, CT, was executed for being 
a “witch.” It was the first recorded 
American execution of a “witch.”

1668 - Three colonists were 
expelled from Massachusetts for 
being Baptists.

May 28
585 BC - A solar eclipse occurred 

that had been predicted by Thales 

Miletus.
1928 - Chrysler Corporation 

merged with Dodge Brothers, Inc.
1929 - Warner Brothers debuted 

“On With The Show” in New York 
City. It was the first all-color-talking 
picture.

1996 - U.S. President Clinton’s 
former business partners in the 
Whitewater land deal were con-
victed of fraud.

May 29
1765 - Patrick Henry denounced 

the Stamp Act before Virginia’s 
House of Burgesses.

1916 - The official flag of the 
president of the United States was 
adopted.

1932 - World War I veterans 
began arriving in Washington, DC. 
to demand cash bonuses they were 
not scheduled to receive for another 
13 years.

May 30
1922 - The Lincoln Memorial was 

dedicated in Washington, DC.

1971 - Mariner 9, the American 
deep space probe, blasted off on a 
journey to Mars.

May 31
1907 - The first taxis arrived in 

New York City. They  were the first 
in the United States.

1915 - A German zeppelin made 
an air raid on London.

1943 - “Archie” was aired on the 
Mutual Broadcasting System for the 
first time.

1947 - Communists seized con-
trol of Hungary.

June 1
1938 - Baseball helmets were 

worn for the first time.
1939 - The Douglas DC-4 made 

its first passenger flight from Chi-
cago to New York.

1944 - Siesta was abolished by 
the government of Mexico.

1963 - Governor George Wallace 
vowed to defy an injunction that 
ordered the integration of the Uni-
versity of Alabama.

Jumbles: ADAGE  ICIER  TUNNEL  EXPORT
Answer: With so much dental work needed, they joked about having an orthodontist -- ON RETAINER
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Throws the first pitch
7 Find fault
11 Bygone Ford
14 They may be hard
15 Tavern
17 Hunt’s TV co-star
18 “Next subject”
19 Made dinner at home
20 “Sold!”
21 CIA predecessor

22 Historic Potomac estate
25 Son-gun connection
26 __ land: disputed territory
31 Rueful word
35 Quick snack
37 Simple home
38 With 40-Across, NPR broadcast 
since 1979
40 See 38-Across
42 Word with box or light
43 Levelheaded

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
SALAD  PASTA  BREAD  HONEY  STEAK  FRUIT  PIZZA

45 Timer drizzler
46 Mussel habitat
48 Uno plus due
49 “Life of Brian” comedy group
56 Plant studied by Mendel
59 With 41-Down, tries for a long 
pass, in football lingo
60 Odor
61 First or last quarter ... and, 
literally, what can be found on 
either end of 18-, 22-, 38-/40- and 
49-Across
63 Action scenes
64 Get-out-of-jail card?
65 Museum guide
66 32-Down contents
67 Fruity coolers
68 “Nothing to it!”

DOWN
1 Make a run for it
2 Connect with
3 Parting mot
4 Lacquer ingredient
5 Former Senator Lott
6 Lat. or Lith., once
7 Traffic enforcement devices
8 Take out __
9 Love Is On makeup maker
10 Upsilon follower
11 Hauls
12 Menu possessive linked to the 
Qing dynasty
13 Place in the woods
16 Tokyo-born artist
20 Gets the mist off
23 World Cup skiing champ Lindsey
24 “Moi?!”
27 Citi Field squad
28 Polynesian capital
29 Bright sign
30 Text command
31 “Time’s Arrow” author
32 66-Across source
33 Covent Garden solo
34 Pretentious sort
36 Eight British kings
39 Agenda listing
41 See 59-Across
44 Shows up
47 Give to charity, say
50 Peter of Herman’s Hermits
51 Webmail option
52 Copy exactly
53 Old Testament prophet
54 Future foretellers
55 Really bad
56 Carson forerunner
57 Nobelist Wiesel
58 Duck mascot company, on the 
NYSE
61 Starz rival
62 Kellogg School deg.
63 Some retirement acct. holdings
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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Intensive gardens need less space, care


