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If you still have an old transistor 
radio in the closet somewhere, you 
must have grown up in the 1970s.

If you still listen to records and 
have a stereo deck with a cassette 
player in it, you must have grown up 
in the ‘70s.

If you have fond memories of 
watching daytime reruns of TV 
sitcoms like “Bewitched”, “That Girl”, 
“Green Acres” and “Petticoat Junc-

tion,” you must 
have grown up in 
the ‘70s.

If you 
belonged to the 
Columbia Record 
Club, and so 
on… . It was a 
perfect decade to 
grow up in, from 

entering it in my early teen years to 
finishing it with a college degree and 
a job.

There were problems, of course, 
there always are, no matter when 
or where one matures. The Vietnam 
War was still raging in the first part 
of the decade, and those of us 
winding our way through high school 
were rooting that it would end before 
we got to be draft age.

Then they did away with the draft, 
and the war ended.

Twice we had trouble buying gas 
because of the Arab boycotts, but 
for the most part, we had no trouble 
fueling our junker gas guzzlers – in 
my case, a 1968 Buick Skylark with 
a 350 V8 engine that got on its best 
days nine miles per gallon.

The hippy movement was still 
going strong. I wasn’t into it, but 
some of it rubbed off, like not being 
materialistic. If it hadn’t, I would 
have chosen a field other than writ-
ing to make a living.

Not that writing has not been good 

RAMBLINGS

Hurricane season starts June 1
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BUT WE WERE SUFFERING ON THE INSIDE, YOUR 
HONOR: A British couple claimed to be ill for weeks from food poison-
ing after eating and drinking during a 10-day stay at a vacation resort in 
Benidorm, Spain, and sued for thousands in compensation. Alas, they 
made the mistake of posting pictures of themselves smiling and happy 
in their room and swimming in the pool. A judge ordered them to pay the 
holiday operator $20,000 and called them “fundamentally dishonest.”

JUST BRING ME THE CHECK, OFFICER: Police arrested a 
man who had passed out drunk in a supermarket aisle in Parsippany, 
N.Y., with a half-eaten chicken breast lying on his chest.

WAIT, YOU’RE STILL ARRESTING ME!? Police questioned a 
man on the street in Forest Grove, Ore., but, since he had a warrant out 
for his arrest, he gave them a phony name. Alas, the man with the name 
he gave them also had a warrant for his arrest.

WELCOME BACK, DIRTBAG! ... KA-POW! After his food truck 
was robbed in the Algiers Point neighborhood of New Orleans, the 
proprietor went out and bought a gun. A week later, and much to his 
surprise, the same robber came back. The guy opened fire but missed. 
The robber ran away.

BUT WHY CAN’T WE PUT IT UP ON THE REFIRGERATOR, 
MOMMY? A woman got very drunk on a girls’ night out with the other 
school mothers at a pub in Kilmarnock, Scotland, went home and passed 
out on her bed. The next morning, her seven-year old saw her, and 
decided to immortalize the moment in her art class at school. She drew a 
picture of mom in repose complete with barf bucket by her head.

IS IT ME, OR IS IT HOT IN HERE? A woman broke into a car 
at a dealership in Marion County, Fla., to sleep, and accidentally set the 
vehicle on fire with a cigarette.

FIRST THINGS FIRST, MATE: A man was stabbed in a bar fight 
in the Beerwah Hotel on Australia’s Sunshine Coast. With the knife still 
sticking out of his back, he ordered another pint before going to the 
hospital.

YOU CAN GET TO KNOW A LOT ABOUT YOUR DATE: A 
nightclub in Stockholm, Sweden is offering free admission to anyone who 
strips to their undergarments and leaves their clothes in the cloakroom. 
There was a full house on opening night.

I’D RATHER YOU DIDN’T SEARCH THE VEHICLE: A man 
led police on a 77-mile chase on I-81 in Dauphin County, Pa., because 
he had 369 cartons of untaxed and unstamped cigarettes worth an 
estimated $40,000 in the vehicle. Spike strips put an end to the cigarette 
caper.

DOES THE PLACE SMELL DIFFERENT TO YOU? A woman, 
who rented out her home in Wavertree, England, while she went on a 
round-the-world trip with her boyfriend, returned to find that criminals had 
turned the interior of her house into a massive marijuana farm.

I’LL TAKE IT FROM HERE … CRASH! A drunk woman, driving 
home from a bar in Hoboken, N.J., smashed into two parked cars, so she 
let her passenger drive. That woman was also drunk, and she smashed 
into two more parked cars.

         LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Beer Retail 
Dealer’s On-Premise License (BE) 
and a Retail Dealers on Premise 
LATE Hours License (BL) by 
Jason Shane, Hayes, operating 
as The Boxcar, to be located at 
5703 CRD 288 Angleton, Brazoria 
County, Texas. Individual owner 
Jason Shane, Hayes.

Museum to hold Squeezebox Blowout
The Brazoria County Historical 

Museum will kick off Summer 2018 
with its first-ever Squeezebox Blow-
Out. Enjoy three different musical 
genres that feature the accordion 

on Friday, June 8, and Saturday, 
June 9, as the Museum hosts Mark 
Halata & Texavia and J. R. Gomez 
y Los Conjunto Bandits as well as 
perennial favorite Step Rideau & the 

Zydeco Outlaws.
Entry to Squeeze-Box Blow Out 

is free and open to the public.  
Bring your lawn chairs, a picnic 
dinner and dancing shoes for an 
evening of family fun. Food trucks 
and a kid zone with moon walks will 
also be on site. The Brazoria County 
Historical Museum is located at 100 
East Cedar Street in Angleton. In 
the event of rain, concerts will be 
moved into the Museum’s Court-
room; however, there will be limited 
seating. For more information about 
the upcoming concerts, call (979) 
864-1208 or follow the Museum on 

Facebook.
As the accordion is a 19th–cen-

tury German invention, so it is 
only right to begin the Museum’s 
melodic festivities with Mark Halata 
& Texavia.  Mark is definitely “in 
tune” with the Czech-Moravian 
music of his youth, and the songs 
he performs today are songs he has 
performed his entire life.  As one of 
the youngest Texas State Accordion 
Champions at the age of 13, Mark 
has played at festivals throughout 
the nation.  Come hear this Hous-
ton-based Czech polka band with 
country flair on Friday, June 8. from 
5-8 p.m.

The musical merriment continues 
on Saturday, June 9, from 3-8 p.m. 
as the Museum brings together 
accordion-based Zydeco and Con-
junto genres.  

Step Rideau & the Zydeco Out-
laws will take the stage along with 
J.R. Gomez y Los Conjunto Bandits.  
Awarded the Centric Award at the 

2011 Zydeco Music Awards and with 
eight CDs to his credit, international 
Zydeco sensation Step Rideau has 
been a cornerstone of the Zydeco 
scene for more than 20 years.  
Grammy-winning and one-time 
member of El Super Grupo Mazz 
as well as the los Kumbia King All 
Starz, J.R. Gomez has embarked 
on a solo career and is ready to light 
up the stage and take the Conjunto 
and Tejano scenes by storm.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

THE BENEFITS OF FAKE 
SURGERIES

Q. When might a fake operation 
turn out to be a good thing?

A. When it reveals whether 
popular surgeries are truly effective, 
says Claudia Wallis is “Scientific 
American” magazine. In a recent 
British study, 200 patients with 
a blocked artery were randomly 
assigned a real stent operation or 
a fake one, where no stent was 
actually inserted. “The astonishing 
finding: There was no difference in 
how the patients felt six weeks after 
surgery.  Both groups reported less 
pain, and both performed better on 
treadmill tests.”

Before a new drug is approved, it 
must be shown to be more effective 
than a sugar pill. But the same is 
not true for a new operation, even 
though surgeries have a much 
greater placebo effect than drugs, 
meaning if patients believe they’ll 
get better, they just might.  In a 
2013 meta-analysis of 79 studies 
of migraine prevention, headache 
frequency was reduced 22 percent 
with sugar pills, 38 percent with 
acupuncture, and a “remarkable” 58 
percent with sham surgery.

Understandably, sham surgery 
studies are rarely done, especially 

in the U.S., given the ethical issues 
involved. Yet these studies have 
helped reduce the incidence of use-
less operations.  

According to orthopedic specialist 
David Jevsevar of the Geisel School 
of Medicine at Dartmouth, verte-
broplasty — injecting bone cement 
to mend a fractured vertebra 
— experienced a 50% decline once 
it was shown to be no better than a 
placebo. 
BEST TIME TO GET INJURED

Q. If you were somehow able to 
choose the time of day you were 
going to be injured, what would 
be best? A. during the day   B. at 
night   C. it makes no difference.

A. Research points to (A) as the 
answer, since “wounds seem to heal 
in half the time if sustained during 
daytime hours rather than at night,” 
reports “New Scientist” magazine.  
Nathaniel Hoyle and his colleagues 
at the Laboratory of Molecular Biol-
ogy in Cambridge, UK, discovered 
that genes in fibroblast skin cells 
switch on and off during day-night 
cycles and that these cells help 
close wounds once skin has been 
cut.  

The team found that, on aver-
age, “daytime wounds healed in 17 
days, while similar burns sustained 
at night took 21 days (“Science 
Translational Medicine”).

UNDEAD, FLYING SNAILS
Q. You might call this the story 

of a snail that wouldn’t stay dead.  
And speaking of snails, did you 
know that some of them can fly 
— sort of? Explain please.

A. The story goes like this:  In 
his travels to several Mediterranean 
countries in 1846, lawyer/explorer 
Charles Lamb collected various 
snails and sent them back to the 
British Museum, says Dan Lewis on 
his “Now I Know” web site.  

Among the specimens was a 
desert-dweller that died in transit.  
Nonetheless the museum decided 
to display it, gluing it to a piece of 
cardboard, “and there it stayed, 
like any good, dead snail would, 
for the next four years.”  But then 
someone noticed that the cardboard 
was becoming discolored, and the 
curious museum curator unstuck 
the snail and placed it in warm 
water.  “After a few moments, a 
head popped out of the shell, and 
the snail, quite alive, began to move 
around” (“Mental Floss”).  

Apparently, because it was a 
desert species, the snail was able to 
go for very long periods without food 
or water. Provided with nourishment 
and housed in a jar with another 
snail, it lived another two years 
before dying for good.

As to the “flying” snails: No, snails 
don’t have wings but, according to 
the BBC, some snails may catch 
a ride with birds that eat the small 
animals and later deposit their 
droppings some distance away.  
Researchers discovered that “15% 
of the snails eaten survived diges-
tion and were found alive in the 
birds’ droppings.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

DID YOU KNOW?
• A man lived with a bullet in his 

head for five years after forget-
ting he had been shot at a party. 
After being informed of the bullet, 
he recalled receiving a blow to the 
head around midnight at a New 
Year’s party but forgot about it 
because he was very drunk.

• While developing Star Trek, 
Spock was going to be from Mars. 
However, due to the concern of a 
Martian landing taking place before 
the end of the series, his home 
planet was changed.
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 2018’s best summer travel destinations

To help travelers plan the perfect 
summer getaway, WalletHub com-
pared 100 metro areas across 40 
key indicators of budget - and fun 
- friendliness. The data set ranges 
from cost of the cheapest flight to 
number of attractions to average 
price of a two-person meal.

Top 20 summer travel destina-
tions are: 

1 Washington, DC  
2 Orlando, FL
3 Austin, TX
4 Chicago, IL
5 Atlanta, GA
6 Cincinnati, OH
7 Dallas, TX
8 Oklahoma City, OK
9 Las Vegas, NV
10 Houston, TX   
11 New York, NY
12 Los Angeles, CA
13 Tampa, FL
14 St. Louis, MO
15 Salt Lake City, UT
16 Richmond, VA

17 San Antonio, TX
18 Philadelphia, PA
19 Knoxville, TN
20 Pittsburgh, PA
        Best vs. Worst
The average flight to a popular 

summer destination costs $319, 
lasts 3 hours and 57 minutes and 
has 0.4 connections.

The Las Vegas metro area is the 
most attractive destination on the 
West Coast and the Washington 
D.C. metro area on the East Coast.

Florida and Texas are home to 
the top summer destinations in the 
U.S., each with at least two metro 
areas in the top 15. Oppositely,   
Pennsylvania has one of the largest 
number of most unpopular summer 
destinations.

The Oklahoma metro area has 
the lowest nightly rate for a three-
star hotel room, $43, which is five 
times less expensive than in New 
Orleans, the metro area with the 
highest at $214.

Texas has four cities on the list, the most of any state, 
as travelers are finding out what Texans already know
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Industry Insights: Texas and Beyond
For the past seven years, all parts of the global economy have been humming 

along nicely, according to David Witte, Senior Vice President with HIS Markit, 
Inc, which provides analysis, data, and economic outlooks for various industries 
worldwide. As a result of hydraulic shale fracking, the energy industry is experi-
encing extensive rejuvenation. “The hydrocarbon value chain has gone from a 
large net import position to actually exporting in just ten years,” he said. “Demand 
for energy, consumer products and chemicals is strong and the outlook is good.” 
Profitability in the chemical industry, which typically fluctuates, has experienced 
balanced sustained earnings consistently for the past five years. “The US energy 
industry is dominating which puts US chemical producers at a considerable 
advantage,” he said. “Going forward, the industry will need to focus on securing 
export markets, increasing their skilled workforce, and improving efficiencies. The 
good news is, though, that shale is here to stay.”

Local and Statewide Impact
The Texas Chemical Council (TCC), a statewide trade association of chemical 

manufacturing facilities, reports that the State is experiencing a significant amount 
of investment which will result in a $337 billion economic impact. Their 70 member 
companies are paying out over $14 billion in wages alone with an average annual salary of $93,000. “Of the 135 new projects 
in Texas, a lot of them are in Brazoria County,” pointed out Hector Rivero, TCC President and CEO. The Port, established 
infrastructure, and strong community support continue to make this an important location for industrial development. “This 
community is a model in how to work with industry. There is really something special here,” he said.

The Brazoria County Petrochemical Council
From clean water to antibiotics, nylon carpets to diapers and various aspects of most planes, trains and automobiles, the 

petrochemical industry strives to make all our lives better every day. 
Established in 1991, the BCPC promotes communication between the community and the petrochemical industry’s leading 

companies with local manufacturing and distribution facilities. Their overriding goal is an active partnership to improve and 
protect Brazoria County. 

BCPC promotes Responsible Care management practices which include Community Awareness and Emergency Response 
(CAER); pollution prevention; process safety; employee health and safety; product stewardship; and security measures. 

Strong Together
Across BCPC’s 20 member companies, more than 12,000 employees and 6,400 contractors work together to make an 

economic impact of over $13 billion locally through payroll, capital investments and charitable giving. Along with two $1,000 
scholarships annually, the Council actively supports the BCPC Welding Technologies Lab and the LNG Crafts Academy at Bra-
zosport College, the ABC Gulf Coast Craft Training Center, and the Center for Advancement of Process Technology. A strong 
partnership with local public schools as well as Brazosport College and Alvin Community College result in a robust drive to 
develop a well-trained and abundant workforce. Additionally, BCPC companies collectively have donated $9.7 million through 
local outreach that includes the United Way, youth sports organizations, and disaster relief among many others. 

“The strength of our organization is a reflection of the strength of our community,” said Chris Witte, 2018 BCPC Chairman 
and Senior Vice President and Site Manager at BASF Freeport.
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BASF, Brazosport College partner for job-training grant
BASF Corp. and Brazosport 

College have partnered to provide 
job training using a $157,608 Skills 
Development Fund grant from 
the Texas Workforce Commission 
(TWC). The grant will benefit work-
ers in the Workforce Solutions Gulf 
Coast area.

“The partnership between BASF 
Corp and Brazosport College on 
this Skills Development Fund grant 
will benefit both the local com-
munity and its workforce,” said 
TWC Commissioner Representing 
Labor Julian Alvarez. “Our labor 
force is among the most talented 
and skilled in the world, and we 
continue to seek and implement 
strategies to improve the skills of 
Texas workers.”

This grant will be used to provide 
custom training to 70 new work-
ers for industry-related topics with 

focused instruction on chemical 
plant operations, including trouble-
shooting, pipefitting and hazardous 
materials management. Trainees 
will include engineer technicians 
and operators. Upon completion of 
training, the workers will receive an 
average hourly wage of $36.31.

Since its inception in 1996, the 
Skills Development Fund grants 
have created or upgraded more 

than 342,428 jobs throughout 
Texas. The grants have assisted 
4,238 employers with their custom-
ized training needs. The Legislature 
allocated $48.5 million to the Skills 
Development Fund for the 2016-17 
biennium. Employers seeking more 
information about the Skills Devel-
opment Fund may visit the TWC 
website at www.texasworkforce.org/
skills.
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HURRICANE SEASON 2018
BE PREPARED, STAY SAFE

Pull-Out Special Section of The Bulletin 
SAVE THIS SECTION FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

Preparedness:
Basic tips

Know where to go. If you 
are ordered to evacuate, 
know the local hurricane 
evacuation route(s) to take 
and have a plan for where 
you can stay. Contact your 
local emergency manage-
ment agency for more 
information.

Put together a disaster 
supply kit, including a flash-
light, batteries, cash, first aid 
supplies, and copies of your 
critical information if you need 
to evacuate

If you are not in an area 
that is advised to evacuate 
and you decide to stay in 
your home, plan for adequate 
supplies in case you lose 
power and water for several 
days and you are not able 
to leave due to flooding or 
blocked roads.

Make a family emergency 
communication plan.

Many communities have 
text or email alerting systems 
for emergency notifications.To 
find out what alerts are avail-
able in your area, search the 
Internet with your town, city, 
or county name and the word 
“alerts.”

Preparing for a Disaster and Evacuation:• Make sure your pet can be identified with an I.D. tag and microchip. 
Don’t forget to register the microchip with a locator database.• If evacuation occurs, don’t wait to the last minute and don’t leave your 
pet at home. Think of a place to take your pet ahead of time.• Have an emergency kit with basic pet care items, including a two-week supply of food and water.• Keep a cat carrier and/or dog leashes near the front door and within 

reach.
• Leave pet information, such as type, amount and behavior tenden-cies, at your front door in case you must evacuate before going home and 

authorities search the neighborhood for those left behind.
Pet Care During and After Evacuation:• Keep the animal confined when staying in your pre-designated tem-
porary location and maintain confinement when you return home.• If the pet has been deprived of food, slowly re-introduce food in small 
portions when returning home.• View the pet’s environment and spot out any potential hazards, such 
as broken glass or fallen utility lines.• Take the pet for a medical check-up to ensure the animal’s health hasn’t been affected.

How to evacuate with pets

Flooding cause of concern
Tropical cyclones often produce widespread, torrential 

rains in excess of 6 inches, which may result in deadly and 

destructive floods. In fact, flooding is the major threat from 

tropical cyclones for people living inland. 

Flash flooding, defined as a rapid rise in water levels, can 

occur quickly due to intense rainfall. Longer-term flooding 

on rivers and streams can persist for several days after 

the storm. When approaching water on a roadway, always 

remember Turn Around, Don’t Drown.

Rainfall amounts are not directly related to the strength 

of tropical cyclones but rather to the speed and size of the 

storm, as well as the geography of the area. Slower-moving 

and larger storms produce more rainfall. In addition, moun-

tainous terrain enhances rainfall from a tropical cyclone.

If you haven’t had a tetanus vaccine in the past 10 years, get vaccinated because people can get infected with tetanus disease while cleaning up after storms. The bacteria that cause tetanus com-monly can be found in soil, manure and dust, and infection can occur through punctures and even small scratches.

Get a tetanus shotPreparing your home
Hurricane winds can cause trees 

and branches to fall, so before 

hurricane season, trim or remove 

damaged trees and limbs to keep 

you and your property safe.

SECURE loose rain gutters and 

downspouts and clear any clogged 

areas or debris to prevent water 

damage to your property.

REDUCE property damage by 

retrofitting to secure and reinforce 

the roof, windows and doors, 
including the garage doors.

PURCHASE a portable genera-

tor or install a generator for use 

during power outages. Remember 

to keep generators and other 
alternate power/heat sources 
outside, at least 20 feet away from 

windows and doors and protected 

from moisture; and NEVER try to 

power the house wiring by plug-

ging a generator into a wall outlet.

CONSIDER building a FEMA 

safe room or ICC 500 storm shel-

ter designed for protection from 

high-winds and in locations above 

flooding levels.  
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What fueled Hurricane Harvey in the Gulf of Mexico?
From Earth’s Future 2018

By analyzing the heat energy 
present in the Gulf of Mexico—and 
how much was lost as Harvey spun 
through—researchers get a fairly 
direct measure of Harvey’s fuel.

As long as wind speeds at higher 
altitude aren’t fast enough to tear 
a baby cyclone apart, sea surface 

temperatures over 79 degrees 
Fahrenheit can grow that baby into 
a tyrant. Warm, moist air over the 
water gets pulled into the storm’s 
low pressure center, where its 
buoyantly rises. As it begins to cool, 
some of the water vapor condenses, 
which releases a considerable 
amount of heat, which keeps the air 

rising. Just as evaporating sweat 
carries heat energy away from your 
skin, evaporating seawater carries 
heat energy away from the ocean 
and up into the engine of the hur-
ricane.

By measuring the change in 
ocean heat energy as a hurricane 
passes, you can work out how much 
energy went into its engine. The dif-
ficulty is that we only have so many 
floats and ships out there making 
measurements, so you rarely have 
enough data to reliably calculate 
that fairly rapid change. In this case, 
the researchers compared average 
heat energy in the upper ocean in 
the Gulf of Mexico for August 1-20 
(just before Harvey) with September 
1-20. Satellites now measure sea 
surface temperatures every day, 
although they can’t reach below the 
surface to really measure total heat 
energy.

When Harvey entered the Gulf 
of Mexico, it encountered record 
ocean heat energy. That wasn’t just 
random chance. Average sea sur-
face temperatures have increased 
since 1960. Global warming obvi-
ously includes warming seawater, 
which means greater ocean heat 
energy.

As Hurricane Harvey grew strong 
feeding on that energy, it left water 
cooler in its wake (but still above 
the 79 degree hurricane threshold). 
Doing the math, the researchers 

estimate this represents about 590 
billion gigajoules of heat energy lost 
by the upper ocean. Want another 
big number you can’t really fathom 
for comparison? That’s like the 
ocean powered two 100 watt incan-
descent lightbulbs for every square 
meter of the Gulf of Mexico… for a 
month.

You can tie Harvey’s extreme 

rainfall directly to the ocean heat it 
consumed. And ocean heat energy 
is at a record level after decades of 
global warming.

If we know the fuel for storms like 
Harvey is increasing, it becomes 
even more urgent to stop dragging 
our feet and protect the communi-
ties that could be next in harm’s 
way.

• Know your hurricane risk. Talk to 
your local emergency management 
agency.

• Make an emergency plan.
Build or restock your basic disas-

ter supplies kit, including food and 
water, a flashlight, batteries, char-
gers, cash, and first aid supplies.

• Consider buying flood insur-
ance.

• Familiarize yourself with local 
emergency plans. Know where to 
go and how to get there should you 
need to get to higher ground or to 
evacuate.

• Stay tuned to local wireless 
emergency alerts, TV, or radio 
for weather updates, emergency 
instructions, or evacuation orders.

Make a 
hurricane plan
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How to prepare and evacuate if you have medical needs

If you regularly take prescription 
medicines, check your inventory. If 
you are low on prescription medi-
cine, check into the possibility of 
refilling your prescriptions early.

If you take medications that need 
to be refrigerated, talk with your 
doctor about how to keep them 
properly stored if the electricity 
goes out so the medicine remains 
effective.

If you have a doctor’s appoint-
ment scheduled during the imme-
diate time period during or after 
the storm for a health condition 
that requires regular monitoring or 
follow-up, call your doctor’s office to 
see if you should reschedule your 
appointment before the storm hits.

For those who use oxygen con-
centrators, ventilators, or other med-
ical devices at home, start making 
plans to ensure your equipment is 
fully charged and know where to go 
if the battery does not work. If you 
use a dialysis center, talk with your 
doctor or staff at the center about 
coming in for early dialysis and 
where to go if the center is closed 
after the storm.

· If you have chronic or compli-
cated health issues and live alone, 
make sure you have a plan to touch 
base with your family or friends. 
They will want to know that you are 
alright or if you need help. Letting 
your relatives know your plans 
also prevents them from going into 
storm-hit areas to search for you, 
putting themselves in harm’s way.

Make sure to have enough 
drinkable water available to prevent 
dehydration. Also, if you have 
special dietary requirements, you 
should have enough on hand to last 
several days after the storm.

People who have service animals 
or pets should make sure to have 
enough water, food, and medica-
tions (if needed) for their pets to last 
until several days after the storm.

If you regularly take prescription 
medicines, check your inventory. If 
you are low on prescription medi-
cine, check into the possibility of 
refilling your prescriptions early.

If you take medications that need 
to be refrigerated, talk with your 
doctor about how to keep them 
properly stored if the electricity 

goes out so the medicine remains 
effective.

If you have a doctor’s appoint-
ment scheduled during the immedi-
ate time period during or after the 
storm for a health condition that 
requires regular monitoring or follow 
up, call your doctor’s office to see if 
you should reschedule your appoint-
ment before the storm hits.

For those who use oxygen con-
centrators, ventilators, or other med-
ical devices at home, start making 
plans to ensure your equipment is 
fully charged and know where to go 
if the battery does not work. If you 
use a dialysis center, talk with your 
doctor or staff at the center about 
coming in for early dialysis and 
where to go if the center is closed 
after the storm.

If you have chronic or compli-
cated health issues and live alone, 
make sure you have a plan to touch 
base with your family or friends. 
They will want to know that you are 
alright or if you need help. Letting 
your relatives know your plans 
also prevents them from going into 
storm-hit areas to search for you, 
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Follow these steps to prepare your 
vehicle for evacuation

• Fill up with fuel before you 
leave town. It’s smart to keep your 
tank at least half full during the 
entire hurricane season.

• Check your vehicle’s fluid 
levels and ensure there is 
adequate coolant in the radiator.

• Don’t forget your tires. Check 
for proper air pressure because 
hot road surfaces are rough on 
tires. Be sure that your spare tire 
has air and that you have the 
proper equipment to change your 
tire.

Ensure you have a jack and lug 
wrench in your vehicle and know 
where they are in the vehicle.

Your owner’s manual should 
have instructions for changing 

tires and flats.
• Make sure to carry water and 

non-perishable food; enough for 
you and your passengers in case 
you become stranded.

• If you are stranded, stay with 
your vehicle and use emergency 
flashers. Tie a white cloth on the 
antenna or door handle and raise 
the hood.

• Have a working flashlight and 
extra batteries in your vehicle.

• If your vehicle is stranded in 
high water, escape through the 
windows. If they are stuck, use 
a window punch to break the 
side windows and get out. If you 
cannot break the windows, wait for 
pressure to equalize and get out.

Storm surges can span hundreds of miles and reach inland
Storm surge and large waves 

produced by hurricanes pose the 
greatest threat to life and property 
along the coast.

Storm surge is an abnormal 
rise of water generated by a 
storm’s winds. Storm surge can 
reach heights well over 20 feet 

and can span hundreds of miles 
of coastline.

Storm tide is the water level 
rise during a storm due to the 
combination of storm surge and 
the astronomical tide.

The destructive power of storm 
surge and large battering waves 

can result in loss of life, buildings 
destroyed, beach and dune ero-
sion and road and bridge damage 
along the coast. Storm surge can 
travel several miles inland. In 
estuaries and bayous, salt water 
intrusion endangers public health 
and the environment.
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From the Hurricane Preparedness Guide
  SHOULD I EVACUATE?
Local officials will make manda-

tory evacuation decisions before a 
storm makes landfall. 

Hurricanes can become much 
more dangerous in a matter of 
hours. It is NOT safe to wait. Plan to 
leave early.

  WHERE SHOULD I GO?
You may evacuate to any city you 

choose. 
Brazoria County residents have 

been assigned Belton, Texas for 
public shelters. 

If you do not have hotel reserva-
tions, or family you can stay with, 
you may evacuate to the public 
shelters. 

WHAT ROUTE SHOULD I 
TAKE?

There are no mandatory routes 
you must take when evacuating 
from your city.  

When weather is good, take your 
family on an outing to check routes 
and become familiar with roadways.

The State has designated 
evacuation routes: SH-36, SH-288, 
SH-6, I-45, SH-290, HWY-59. If you 
choose to take an alternate route, 
essential services such as food, 
fuel, etc. are not guaranteed.

Contra-flow lanes might be open 
on SH-45, I-10, and SH-290 thirty-
six (36) hours prior to the arrival of 
gale force winds. 

Have more than one route 

planned, realizing that contra-flow 
lanes have priority over all other 
routes.

WHEN EVACUATING YOU 
SHOULD

• Coordinate your departure with 
the people who will be traveling with 
you. Notify an out-of-area person of 
your evacuation plans.

• Make arrangements for your 
pets.

• Pack your disaster supply kit 
into your vehicle.

• Secure your home.
• Double check your evacuation 

route and leave.
SHOULD YOU STAY?

 There will be NO SHELTERS in 
Brazoria County. 

Have a plan ready and decide early where to evacuate
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Dial 2-1-1 to register for a ride 
Brazoria County resident - if 
you have special health care or 
transportation needs, you need 
to make extra efforts to get ready 
for hurricane season. Remember, 
hurricane season officially contin-
ues through Nov. 30.

Operators answering the 
phones at 2-1-1 are prepared to 
help you register for transportation 
and offer special assistance now.

If you have special health care 
needs, register by dialing 2-1-1: 

Gulf coast residents with special 
health care needs (including those 
who are disabled or medically frag-
ile) who live in evacuation zones 
and do not have friends or family to 
help in an evacuation should regis-
ter for a ride in advance by dialing 
2-1-1. Call 211 before a storm is in 
the Gulf. This service is for people 
who cannot drive themselves or 
make transportation arrangements.

If you need transportation, regis-
ter with 2-1-1: If you do not have a 
car or other vehicle, and you cannot 

If you lack transportation, dial 2-1-1 to register
get a ride with friends, neighbors or 
family, register in advance for a ride 
by dialing 2-1-1. If those attempts 
fail, contact your local emergency 
coordinators office.

In the event of an evacuation, 
individuals who have registered 
with 2-1-1, will need to meet at an 
evacuation HUB.

To allow hearing-impaired folks 
to register for 211 help before an 
event, please email or text your 
contact info to: 211@brazoria-
county.com
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Before the storm hits, move food 
to high shelves that will be as safe 
as possible from flooding. If food or 
bottles may have come into contact 
with flood water, consider them 
contaminated.

Begin freezing containers of 
water now so if the power goes out 
you can use that ice to help keep 
your food and medications cold. 
You also can buy ice or gel packs to 
keep food cold.

Freeze refrigerated items like 
leftovers, milk and fresh meat and 
poultry that you do not need imme-
diately so they will remain at a safe 
temperature longer without electric-
ity. To keep items frozen for longer, 
group them together in the freezer.

To keep your food at safe tem-
peratures the longest, avoid open-
ing your refrigerator and freezer. 
Your refrigerator will keep food cold 

for about four hours if the doors 
stay closed, and a full freezer will 
maintain its temperature for approxi-
mately 48 hours. A half-full freezer 
only maintains its temperature for 
about 24 hours.

Place appliance thermometers 
in your refrigerator and freezer so 
you will know if the food is a safe 
temperature. You should set your 
freezer at or below 0°F, and your 
refrigerator should be set to or 
below 40°F· 

Place meat and poultry to one 
side of the freezer or on a tray to 
prevent cross-contamination in case 
they thaw.

If food in your freezer has ice 
crystals or is below 40°F, the food 
may be safely refrozen.

When it comes to the safety of 
your food, when in doubt, throw it 
out.

Keeping food safe during a disaster What are rip currents and why are they dangerous?
The strong winds of a tropical 

cyclone can cause dangerous 
waves that pose a significant hazard 
to mariners and coastal residents 
and visitors. 

When the waves break along the 
coast, they can produce deadly rip 
currents - even at large distances 
from the storm.

Rip currents are channeled cur-

rents of water flowing away from 
shore, usually extending past the 
line of breaking waves, that can pull 
even the strongest swimmers away 
from shore.

In 2008, despite the fact that Hur-
ricane Bertha was more than 1,000 
miles offshore, the storm resulted in 
rip currents that killed three people 
along the New Jersey coast and 

required 1,500 lifeguard rescues in 
Ocean City, Maryland, over a one- 
week period.

In 2009, all six deaths in the 
United States directly attributable 
to tropical cyclones occurred as the 
result of drowning from large waves 
or strong rip currents.

So, even if you are far from the 
storm, pay attention to rip currents.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Nurturing your faith will help dispel doubt
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: Does God get angry at 
me when I have doubts? Most 
of the time, my faith is fairly 
strong, but then something will 
happen that causes me to have 
doubts. Will God forgive me for 
this? - M.F.

A: Although God knows every-
thing that isn’t right in our lives 
- our doubts, our fears, our sins, 
and so forth - one of the Bible’s 
most comforting truths is that He 
still loves us, and He wants to for-
give us and change us. The Bible 
says, “The Lord is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and 
rich in love” (Psalm 145:8). 

At times, we make God angry 
when we sin, because it means 
we have deliberately chosen to 
rebel against Him and go our own 
way. 

But even then, His anger is 
mixed with sadness, because He 

still loves us and hates what sin 
does to us. Sin is like a deadly 
spiritual virus in our souls, and it 
will destroy us if we never seek 
God’s forgiveness and help. 
The Bible warns, “The Lord will 
not leave the guilty unpunished” 
(Nahum 1:3) - Hebrew Bible.

The real question for you, how-
ever, is this: What will you do with 
your doubts? Will you let them 
take root and grow in your heart 
and mind? Will you even take 
pride in displaying them (as some 
people do)? Or will you turn them 
over to God and ask Him to help 
you grow stronger in your faith?

Don’t stand still in your faith. 
Instead, make sure of your com-
mitment to Jesus Christ, and then 
learn to walk with Him every day. 
Build your life on the foundation of 
God’s Word, the Bible, and seek 
His help in prayer and in fellow-
ship with other believers. The 
Bible says, “Come near to God, 
and he will come near to you” 

Tribune Media Services 

DID YOU KNOW?
• In Australia, chicken salt is an immensely popular condiment to use on 

fries, even though it was originally invented for rotisserie chicken.
• Woody Guthrie wrote “This Land is Your Land” in response to the song 

“God Bless America,” which he hated.
• The biggest cities on Earth are largely in the northern hemisphere 

because the largest empires were located in Asia and Europe.
• Several recent studies show that chickens have self-control, distinct 

personalities, and the ability to logically reason.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Dropped the ball
6 Pantry pest
9 Puts in a cooler
14 Successor of Pope John X
15 Like many indie films
17 “You Be __”: 1986 Run-D.M.C. 
hit
18 Dr. Brown’s classic drink
19 Pasadena institute
21 Mysterious power

22 Slush Puppie maker
23 Little snicker
25 Cries out for calamine
30 Three times, in an Rx
31 Notes after do
32 Prefix for “time”
33 __-wop music
35 Starting device: Abbr.
37 Belgian banknotes
38 Speedmaster watchmaker
40 __ Na Na

41 Gypsum painting surface
42 Whittled
43 President pro __
44 Salt Lake City collegian
45 Remains in the fire?
47 Wolfgang’s veto
49 Baseball uniform part
52 Doesn’t go for the green, in golf
53 U.K. military award
54 Buckwheat noodle
55 Earn after taxes
57 “I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings” autobiographer Maya
59 Writer of medical thrillers
64 Book with interstates
65 Like California, to a Hawaiian
66 Gape
67 One in a cast
68 WKRP’s Nessman
69 Pasture groups

DOWN
1 Draw out
2 Tighten, as sneakers
3 Contact skating sport
4 Party-planning site
5 Use the good china, say
6 Lead-into-gold practitioner
7 Negative connector
8 Overly cute, to a Brit
9 Act too quickly
10 Source of much website revenue
11 “Need __ on?”
12 Had no one to catch
13 BART stop, e.g.
16 Rudimentary
20 Revolutionary Guevara
24 Top-of-the-line, and what each 
of the four longest puzzle answers 
begins with?
26 Dressing holder
27 Kind of tackle made illegal in the 
NFL in 2005
28 Hall of Famer Slaughter
29 Only fair
31 Cartoon bird that first appeared 
in “Fast and Furry-ous”
34 Fancy moldings
36 Some first-born children
38 Volkswagen rival
39 Doll’s cry
46 Short job details?
48 Electrified particle
50 On the train
51 Stops to think, say
54 Luigi’s lucky number?
56 Work very hard
58 Deep cut
59 Zimbabwe neighbor: Abbr.
60 Non-Rx
61 Night flier
62 Olympics skater Midori
63 Neruda wrote one to salt
(c)2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
LEAF  BUSH  HEDGE  SHRUB  FLOWER  GARDEN  BLOSSOM
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flirtations can sweeten the week 
ahead, but it is best to avoid any 
appearance of impropriety in the 
workplace. You and a loved one 
may share a passion for picture- 
perfect results and work hard to 
achieve it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Take things as they are. You may 
get caught up in daydreams or 
fantasies as this week unfolds. 
Something that grabs your attention 
or looks attractive may reflect your 
wishful thinking rather than having 
intrinsic value.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You 
have enough love and affection to 
share with everyone you meet. You 
are also generous with your cash. 
Be crystal clear, however, if repay-
ment is required and set a firm limit 
on spending for the week ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
An opportunity may be too good 
to pass up. Taking a risk will likely 
meet with success if you don’t lose 
touch with common sense this 
week. Romantic moments with a 
loving partner may be in your near 
future. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Making yourself financially secure 
may become a top priority. You may 
occasionally be awkward in social 
situations in the week ahead, but 
your pioneering spirit will help you 
successfully go it alone.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The 
higher you raise the bar, the greater 
the rewards. Set your goals as high 
as possible in the upcoming week 
and work towards achieving them. 
You and a special someone will be 
on the same page tonight.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Fight like a warrior if your career 
is on the line but exude warmth in 
social situations. The week ahead 
can be particularly profitable if your 
job includes sales. You can com-
pete without losing sight of good 
manners.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Your friendliness may attract 
admirers, but don’t let them distract 
you from your obligations. As this 
week unfolds, you may be able to 
stabilize or improve your financial 
condition with the help of a trust-
worthy partner.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Fanciful 
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SWOON  DEPTH  PRANCE  ABSURD
Answer: Picking up food can make it hard to -- DROP POUNDS

21): Be prepared to make quick 
decisions in the upcoming week. 
Most battles are won or lost before 
they are even fought. There’s no 
challenge too big to conquer if you 
have done your homework and plan 
carefully.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Your desire for a free-range 
lifestyle may be limited by family 
dynamics or demands. In the 
upcoming week, you may be at a 
disadvantage in social settings or 
group activities. Focus on getting 
finances in shape.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Increase your energy levels. 
Competitive sports, workouts or 
even long walks with a partner can 
improve your productivity. Focus on 
long-term investments in the week 
ahead and only purchase enduring 
products.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Your obvious friendliness guaran-
tees that everyone is pulling for 
you to succeed. You will receive 
helping hands whenever they are 
needed. Make choices that benefit 
many rather than a few in the week 
ahead.

  History of the World On This Day
              MAY 29
In 1765, Patrick Henry bitterly 

denounced the Stamp Act in the 
Virginia House of Burgesses.

In 1917 John F. Kennedy was 
born in Brookline, Mass.

In 1942 Bing Crosby recorded 
his version of “White Christmas.” 
It would go on to sell more than 30 
million copies.

             MAY 30
In 1431 Joan of Arc was burned 

at the stake as a heretic.
In 1536, King Henry VIII of 

England married his 3rd wife, Jane 
Seymour, 11 days after he had his 
2nd wife, Anne Boleyn, executed.

In 1922  the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. was dedicated 
by Chief Justice William Howard 
Taft.

               MAY 31
In 1790 the first U.S. Copyright 

Law was enacted, protecting 
books, maps, and other original 
materials.

In 1911 the hull of the Titanic 
was launched in Belfast. At the 
ceremony, a White Star Line 
employee claimed, “Not even God 
himself could sink this ship.”

In 1961 South Africa became an 
independent republic.

              JUNE 1
In 1938 the first issue of Action 

Comics, featuring Superman, was 
published.

In 1968 Helen Keller, blind and 
deaf author-lecturer, died.

In 1980 Cable News Network 
(CNN) debuted.

             JUNE 2
In 1886 Grover Cleveland 

became the first U.S. president to 
get married in the White House.

In 1941 baseball great, Lou 
Gehrig, died of Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis, ALS, a rare type 
of paralysis now referred to as Lou 
Gehrig’s disease.

In 1953 Queen Elizabeth II of 
Britain was crowned in Westmin-

ster Abbey.
In 1997 Timothy McVeigh was 

found guilty of the bombing of the 
federal building in Oklahoma City.

              JUNE 3
In 1965 Maj. Edward White 

became the first U.S. astronaut to 
walk in space during the Gemini 4 
mission.

In 1989 Chinese army troops 
head to Beijing to crush student-
led pro-democracy demonstra-
tions.

              JUNE 4
In 1896 Henry Ford took his first 

car out for a test drive.
In 1942 the Battle of Midway, a 

decisive Allied victory in World War 
II, began.

In 1989 People’s Army of China 
opened fire on crowds of prodemo-
cracy demonstrators in Tiananmen 
Square, killing thousands.

In 2003 Martha Stewart was 
indicted on charges of insider 
trading.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones
• According to a 2014 study, 

people with purpose are more likely 
to outlive peers who have no direc-
tion in life.

• You don’t need your kneecaps in 
order to walk.

• Dippin’ Dots can’t be found in 
supermarkets because they must 
be stored at -40°F to maintain their 
shape—store freezers aren’t cold 
enough.

• Hákarl, an Icelandic delicacy, is 
toxic Greenland shark meat that has 
been detoxified through months of 
fermentation.

• Back in the 16th century, the 
phrase “Never a fig” meant “Not 
at all,” since figs were considered 
valueless.

• In 18th-century Paris, men wore 
tight pants and jackets while ice-
skating to show off their perfect form.

DID YOU KNOW?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Send your announcement to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you spread 
the word on the many  important events taking 

place in your community.

to me. We have had a good run with 
The Bulletin, and there is more run-
ning to come. And I enjoyed working 
for daily newspapers before we 
started this paper.

But in the early days, right after 
college, I wasn’t exactly in the 
money. My small reporter paycheck 
barely covered my basic needs.

At the start of my career, an engi-
neer buddy happened to mention 
how much he was being paid, and 
complained that it wasn’t enough. 
Compared to what I was making, it 
was an exorbitant amount. I could 
have lived well on half of it.

But it was the ‘70s. We didn’t 
need a lot of money to have a good 
time.

I still have records and cas-
settes, and I still listen to albums I 
bought in the ‘70s. It was a much 
simpler time technologically. We 
didn’t have cell phones, could 
barely afford the long-distance 
calls, used a paper map to find our 
way and even asked for directions. 
And we had no Internet.

We did have pinball machines 
and these fancy new electronic 
games called Pac-Man and Pong. 
But I wasn’t that good playing any 

of them.
I watched President Nixon’s 

resignation on a small black and 
white TV in the staff lounge of a 
summer camp, where I worked for 
seven summers – from my second 
year in high school to the end of my 
college days.

We had no locks on the cabin 
doors and never worried about 
anything bad happening. We took 
airline flights every now and then 
somewhere and were not that  
concerned about security.

We rode on trains and buses 
without once giving any thought 
about some nut shooting up the 
place because he was having a 
bad day or was ditched by his 
girlfriend.

We went to school without 
thinking that our safety might be 
in jeopardy just because we were 
getting an education.

Now, back to today’s news. 
Another shooting at another 
school….

It’s not supposed to be this way.

(Continued from Page 1)

Growing up in the 1970s was less complicated than today

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT THE ‘70S?
• An average American would 

make $9,300 a year. Disco became 
the ‘70s icon in that time. This was 
the decade that started computers.

• So many people closed down 
streets so they could end pollution, 
which created the first Earth Day.

• They brought the speed limit 
down to 55 MPH due to the gas 
shortage.

• Gas hovered around 36 cents 
per gallon in the ‘70s. Disney World 
opened in this time period. Women 
outlived men. Over 200 million 
peopled lived in the decade.

• The cell phone invention came 

about when Sky Lab was launched,
• Humankind sent robots to Mars. 

They were the first robots to land on 
Mars.

• The average cost of a new 
house in 1970 was $23,450.

• Average middle-class Americans 
renting a home at the beginning of 
the decade spent about $140 per 
month.

• The U.S. voting age was low-
ered from 21 to 18.

• Tuition at Harvard was $2,400 
per year

• A movie ticket cost an average 
of $1.50.
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