
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

This August 2nd will mark the 
45th anniversary of my raising my 

right hand and 
taking the oath 
that delivered 
me into the 
United States 
Army.  Which 
means if I’d 
chosen to make 
the service my 
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The new Nature Camp at 
Quintana will have beach 
activities - seining, digging for 
ghost crabs, and other fun tasks 
related to coastal marine life and 
ecology. More on this and county 
parks stories inside this issue.

Teaching ‘Insurance policy’ pays dividends for 40 years
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career I could have retired. Twice.
If I’d stayed in the employ of 

Uncle Sam, I don’t know that I’d 
have climbed very far up the ranks.  
I mustered out after my two-year 
hitch (I was a draftee) at pretty much 
the same pay grade as when I’d 
taken that oath.

Though I never considered 
making it my career, the army was 
a good thing for me.  I made lifelong 
friends there, served in a beauti-
ful part of the world – Bavaria, in 

southern Germany – and took full 
advantage of the GI Bill when I went 
to college and a VA loan when I 
bought a house.

It was after I re-entered civil-
ian life that I found the career that 
would prove to be my life’s work.  
At college I became smitten with 
literature, with the people who 
wrote it, and specifically with how 
they manipulated words to the best 
advantage.  I fully intended to get 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

One of our distributors was 
helping a friend to build a garden, 
and she wanted to use our left-over 
newspapers as liners.

Since we take back a few papers 
from our distribution points weekly 
– just a few – he asked if he could 
give her some of the old papers he 

picked up, and 
we agreed.

We recycle old 
papers, but this 
is an even better 
cause. Paper is 
made from trees, 
which are rooted 
in the earth. Our 
left-over papers 

would just be returned from where 
they came.

A few weeks later, he updated us 
on the woman and her garden. She 
didn’t need our papers anymore, but 
before she used them in her garden, 
she also started reading them, and 
liked what she saw.

Welcome to the Bulletin family, 
dear new reader. Hope your garden 
is doing well.

The SPCA of Brazoria County 
awhile back also asked if we could 
spare some old papers – for obvious 
reasons. We have been sending 
them a bag weekly. We support 
alternative uses of our product, and 
this is one of them – not glamorous, 
but necessary.

I’m not belittling the main ben-
efit of The Bulletin, to inform and 
entertain weekly, but after you read 
it once, the paper becomes kind of 
useless. You may hold onto some 
special pages or sections to use 

RAMBLINGS

How you can help fund coastal projects in Brazoria County
By Roy and Jan Edwards
Special to The Bulletin

Brazoria County residents have 
until 5 p.m. June 30 to comment 
on four coastal projects vital to 
the county, including the widening 
of the mouth of the San Bernard 
River.

They are part of 20 projects 
selected for the state of Texas 
R.E.S.T.O.R.E. Act, Bucket 1 fund-
ing. The Brazoria County projects 
are:

- Re-open the mouth of the 
San Bernard River to its historic 

Museum program takes trip to ‘The Old Chisholm Trail’
The Chisholm Trail was not the 

longest cattle trail but probably 
became the most famous because 
of the song “The Old Chisholm 
Trail.” 

Named after a mixed-blood 
Cherokee fur trader, Jesse 
Chisholm, the trail was initially used 
as a supply route. By 1867, the 
trail began the path to rail heads in 

Kansas, where trail drives were slow 
as longhorns traveled from pastures 
in Texas. 

A cattle drive would take two 
months from start to finish and 
consisted of between 2000 to 3000 
head of cattle with approximately 10 
cowboys, a chuck wagon, and horse 
wrangler.

Come celebrate the 150th anni-

versary of the Chisholm Trail at the 
Brazoria County Historical Museum 
Saturday, June 24, from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Enjoy music, hands-on dem-
onstrations, crafts, and more.

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum is located at 100 East 
Cedar in Angleton. Admission is free 
and open to the public. 

Mouth of the St. Bernard River in Brazoria County, silted up.

Kids will enjoy this rewarding 
experience, so sign them up 
before the camp fills up. See 
back page for details.
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THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-
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Tuesday.
Our 23rd year of publishing!

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

FOR SALE: 2016 Polaris  
ZRZ Fox. Only 26.6 
miles on it! 825cc. Take 
over payments on loan. 
$393.46 monthly. Call Bill 
Henderson.

      979-798-8948

IS IT ME, OR IS THERE SOMETHING ODD ABOUT THIS 
CASH? A woman who worked at the Wal-Mart in Deltona, Fla., stole 
$7,600 from the safe and swapped it with fake money. The fake bills 
had a blue tint and had the words “for motion picture use only” stamped 
on them. Another employee noticed this and alerted the manager.

OUCH, OOH, OW, OUCH! A man walked across the border from 
Hong Kong to mainland China, attempting to smuggle 1,000 diamonds 
in his shoes. He was caught by customs officers at the Luohu crossing 
when he walked on his tiptoes when he thought they weren’t looking.

SHIRT, CHECK; SOCKS, CHECK; GUN, CHE … WAIT, 
WHAT? Someone donated clothes to a church in Jonesboro, Ark. In 
the pocket of a pair of pants was a 9 mm handgun with 10 rounds in the 
magazine.

I AM OUTTA HERE! An 83-year-old man signed himself out of a 
hospital in East Meadow, N.Y., and stole an ambulance that was parked 
outside.

KNOW WHAT, OFFICER? YOU CAN JUST KEEP THE 
CAR:  A man left his 16-year-old Hyundai in a car park in Birmingham, 
England for six months, where it accumulated 26 parking tickets. Each 
ticket carries a fine of $125, so the fines now total approximately 17 
times what the car is worth.

REALLY, DEAR?: An Orlando, Fla., woman who has been married 
to her husband for eight years and has four children with him said she 
has “recently discovered” that she is not attracted to men. This has 
led to tension in their marital relationship. The husband confronted 
her when she came home from a date with another woman, and she 
answered his objections by throwing bleach in his face.

WHEEEE! OH, NO! A man jumped off the back of a garbage truck 
on a curvy road in Moosic, Pa., and slid down an adjacent snow-cov-
ered hill. The truck then rounded the bend and ran him over.

WELL, YOU CAN FORGET EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH:  A 
fast-food worker took issue with a customer who he said “disrespected” 
him. He pinned the man to the floor, and rained a barrage of punches 
on him as he screamed, “I’m gonna kill you.”

IT WAS JUST SO EMBARASSING: A man, who was arrested 
for drunk driving in his small town in upstate New York, bought up 
hundreds of copies of the local weekly newspaper to keep others from 
reading about it and seeing his mugshot.

I’VE DECIDED TO GIVE UP: A man, who was fleeing police in 
Pasco County, Fla., jumped out of his car, ran into nearby woods and 
tried to swim across a canal. Deputies had to jump in and rescue him. 
He thanked them for saving his life, and they arrested him.

rue21 files for bankruptcy, plans to close 400 stores
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

The latest in a growing list of 
retail casualties, mall-staple and 
teen apparel company rue21 Inc. 
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
reorganization last week, joining the 
ranks of Payless, American Apparel, 

Aeropostale, hhgregg, and The Lim-
ited, who have all recently declared 
bankruptcy.

Rue21’s decision came one 
month after the chain, headquar-
tered outside Pittsburgh, began 
closing about 400 of its more than 

1,100 stores in 48 states. 
This year, retail bankruptcies 

have set a record pace. According 
to S&P Global Market Intelligence, 
the number of bankruptcies in early 
2017 had already come close to the 
total in 2016.

 Between January and April, 14 
retailers filed compared to 18 last 
year. (The report was released 
before rue21 filed on May 15.)

The primary factors putting the 
squeeze on retailers are known: 
More shopping is shifting online, 
and consumer tastes are changing, 
with shoppers opting for gadgets or 
experiences over trendy jackets.

“It’s not new news that mall traffic 
is weak, but it continues to weaken,” 
said Christina Broni, vice president/ 
senior analyst, Moody’s Investors 
Services. “Changing consumer 
behavior and e-commerce continue 
to weigh on performance.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

WHAT GOES INTO MAKING A 
BASEBALL? 

Q. If the game of baseball is “all 
in the ball,” what in the heck are 
we really saying?  Think materi-
als and construction here.

A. The literal tale begins with 
450 feet of fine poly/cotton yarn 
covered in adhesive to hold the 
inside together; then continues with 
159 feet of three-ply white yarn; 
135 feet of three-ply gray yarn; 
and 363 feet of four-ply gray yarn, 
says Kevin Sylvester in his book 
“Baseballogy.”  That’s about 1,107 
feet of yarn in one baseball, enough 
if unraveled to reach almost to the 
roof of the Empire State Building.  
For the cover, only number one 
grade cowhide will do, dyed white.  
When cut into two figure-8 sections, 
the cover is hand-stitched with 88 
inches of waxed red thread, 108 
stitches in all.  Interestingly, “before 
each game, the ball is rubbed down 
with a particular mud… from some 
secret location near the Delaware 
River to make it less shiny and less 
slick.”

The baseball itself has a circum-
ference of 9-9.25 inches and weighs 
5-5.25 ounces.  More than a million 
balls are ordered by major league 
baseball each year, used at the rate 

of about 100 per game, plus more 
for batting practice, giveaways and 
souvenirs.

Finally, at the heart of the matter 
is the “pill,” which needs to be a 
little spongy to help the ball bounce 
off the bat.  Today, it’s made up of 
a cork center, surrounded by two 
rubber layers.  But before rubber 
was readily available, various mate-
rials were utilized.  “It could be cork, 
or (in some cases) fish eyes.  Yes, 
baseball makers used actual fish 
eyes - spongy and round!”   

MAYBE YOU SHOULD NOT 
EAT LIKE A BIRD 

Q. “You must have been eating 
like a bird lately,” you tease 
your friend, noting her trimmer 
appearance in recent months. 
But you’d forgotten her keen 
interest in ornithology, as she 
retorts, “Sorry, if I ate like the 
ruby-throated hummingbird but 
without its amazing metabolism, 
I’d be huge - big time.”  What’s 
she getting at? 

A. The ruby-throated humming-
bird has “the highest metabolic rate 
of any vertebrate when active,” 
says Gemma Tarlach in “Discover” 
magazine. It needs an enormous 
amount of energy to maintain body 
temperature and to beat its wings 
up to 200 times a second. Hence, 
the small bird consumes its body 

weight in nectar every day. “So 
much for thinking you can diet by 
‘eating like a bird.’”

HOW TO BUY SOMEONE’S 
LOST LUGGAGE

Q. Scottsboro, Alabama, a 
small city of some 15,000, attracts 
about a million visitors a year, 
most of whom have a particular 
destination in mind.  What is it?

A. It’s the Unclaimed Baggage 
Center (UBC), a 50,000-square-foot 
store that sells the stuff that flyers 
lost and were unable to recover, 
says Dan Lewis in his book “Now 
I Know.”  This amounts to 50,000 
- 100,000 bags of the 2 million lost 
each year. Though the airlines are 
required to try to locate the owner, 
after a lost bag has been unclaimed 
for 90 days, the airlines then settle 
payment with the owner and in 
effect legally own everything in the 
bag.  But they have no interest in 
selling the contents themselves.

Enter UBC (and a few other 
companies) that buy unclaimed 
bags by the pound, sight unseen, 
and truck them from various airlines’ 
unclaimed baggage depots to the 
Scottsboro HQ.  There workers 
sort through the contents, about a 
third of which are donated, another 
third deemed unfit for sale (reasons 
unknown), and a final third offered 
for sale, often at a sizeable dis-
count. Says Lewis, “On occasion, a 
shopper may find a diamond in the 
rough — literally.  The UBC has sold 
a handful of lost diamond jewelry in 
its 40-plus-year history.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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County library hosts ‘Build A Better World’ reading club
Read! Create! Discover! with 

Brazoria County Library System’s 
Summer Reading Club’s “Build A 
Better World”. Summer reading fun 
begins on June 1 and runs through 
July 31 with Kid’s Summer Reading 
Club, Teen Reading Club and Adult 
Reading Club! 

Everyone is welcome to earn 
prizes and adventures to exciting 
places like Angleton’s Crocodile 

Encounter.  This summer’s reading 
clubs are even better than last year. 
The library has formed partnerships 
with the Houston Astros Foundation, 
Texas Road House, Whataburger, 
Home Depot, and the Brazoria 
County Library System Foundation 
- all of which have provided great 
prizes or programs for kids.   

Each of the 12 libraries in Brazo-
ria County offer free programs and 

events all summer long, from crafts 
and performers to STEAM activities 
and reptiles. Summer programs 
keep you and your family reading, 
creating and discovering. Get into 
a BCLS branch near you - together 
we can build a better world. 

For program information, go 
to bcls.lib.tx.us.  To register for 
the summer reading club, visit 
bcls.readsquared.com. 

Did you know?

Target reaches $18.5 million settlement over data breach
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

MINNEAPOLIS — Target Corp. will pay $18.5 million after reaching a 
settlement with 47 states over its 2013 data breach.

The agreement is the largest multistate data breach settlement to date. It 
is one of several settlements Target has reached with various parties after 
cyberthieves infiltrated its systems in November 2013 and gained access 
to the payment card information of 41 million customers and the personal 
information of 60 million customers.

Jenna Reck, a Target spokeswoman, noted that the costs related to the 
settlement are already reflected in the data breach liability reserves that 
Target previously recognized and disclosed.

• Michael Jackson is said to have 
spent three weeks working on the 
bassline for “Billie Jean.”

• Sloths can swim 3 times faster 
than they can move on land -- They 
can also hold their breath for up to 
40 minutes.

• You can find high speed Internet 
on Mount Everest.

• About 159,635 people will die on 
the same day as you.

• After consuming alcohol, our 
perceptions change to make people 
appear more attractive. So yes, 
“beer goggles” are real.

• Nicolas Cage once bought a 
pet octopus because he thought it 
would make him a better actor.
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AUSTIN — The Texas economy expanded in April with the addition of 
30,400 seasonally adjusted nonfarm jobs. Texas’ seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate remained unchanged at 5 percent.

Employment in the Education and Health Services industry recorded 
the largest private-industry gain over the month with 10,400 jobs added. 
Manufacturing employment grew by 8,100 jobs in April and Professional and 
Business Services employment expanded by 7,400 jobs.

The Amarillo Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) recorded the month’s 
lowest unemployment rate among Texas MSAs with a non-seasonally 
adjusted rate of 3.0 percent, followed by the Austin-Round Rock, College 
Station-Bryan and Lubbock MSAs with a rate of 3.2 percent. The Midland 
MSA registered a rate of 3.5 percent for April.

Texas unemployment stays at 5% in April

Chevron Phillips Chemical Company LP (Chevron Phillips Chemical) is 
pleased to announce that its Sweeny/Old Ocean Facility is the recipient of 
the 2017 Responsible Care® Energy Efficiency Awards from the American 
Chemistry Council (ACC).

One of the operating units in Sweeny was selected as an Exceptional 
Merit Winner. This award was presented to companies that improve energy 
efficiency in their manufacturing operations through technical innovations, 
creative projects, or novel procedures or actions. Through key turnaround 
efforts, the ethylene unit achieved approximately 4.5% energy reduction per 
pound of product, or 620,000 MMBtu of energy.

“Our multi-disciplinary team of employees continually looks at innovative 
ways to improve our processes,” said Wayne McDowell, plant manager 
for Chevron Phillips Chemical at Sweeny/Old Ocean. “We’re proud of their 
efforts and will continue to look for ways to improve our overall sustainability.”

The Responsible Care® Energy Efficiency Awards program is among 
ACC’s many ongoing initiatives to improve energy efficiency. Member 
companies are required to consider operational energy efficiency as well as 
waste minimization, reuse, and recycling when developing their environmen-
tal, health, safety and security plans.

CP Chem Sweeny/Old Ocean wins 2017 
Energy Efficiency Awards
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ACC commencement has its rewards

Alvin Community College Phlebotomy graduate Noah Johnson, 
center, of Friendswood, gets a hug from his mother Melissa, left, and 
his grandmother Judy Johnson after the Continuing Education and 
Workforce Development Commencement ceremony on May 23.

Three Angleton youth land Keep Texas Beautiful awards
Keep Texas Beautiful (KTB) 

announced two Angleton youth 
groups and one Angleton child as 
winners of the 2017 Ruthe Jackson 
Youth Leadership Award.

Addison Owings, a 4th 
grader at Angleton ISD’s Northside 
Elementary School, won 1st place 
in the Youth Individual – Elementary 
category of the award.

Boy Scout Troop 13 from 
Angleton, Texas, won 1st place in 
the Youth Program – Scout Troop 
category.

Northside Elementary’s 
Green Team won 1st place in the 
Youth Program – Elementary School 
division of the award.

 The Ruthe Jackson Youth Lead-
ership Awards recognize the efforts 
and leadership of young people and 
youth-oriented organizations who 
beautify their community and create 

cleaner, greener campuses, parks 
and neighborhoods. 

Addison Owings received a 
proclamation from the City of 
Angleton in January for her work at 
Northside Elementary School. She 
came up with the idea of making a 
sunshade over the playground area 
of Northside using leftover water 
bottles from student lunches. The 
project, named Wildcats Recy-
cling Makes You Cool, was one of 
300 Youth Servicing America and 
Disney Summer of Service national 
grantees to be awarded up to $500 
for their ideas.

Boy Scout Troop 13 has been 
involved with Keep Angleton Beauti-
ful for many years. In 2016-2017, 
the troop participated in many 
environmental pursuits, including 
maintaining the flower planters in 
downtown Angleton, participating in 

Keep Angleton Beautiful’s Citywide 
Spring Cleanup, and efforts through-
out the year to keep Angleton clean 
and green.

The Green Team at Northside 
Elementary School helped its 
founder Addison Owings with her 
sunshade project for which she was 
awarded a grant in late 2016. This 
sunshade, completed in the spring 
of 2017, provides an attractive place 
to escape the outside heat. The 
group was also able to help estab-
lish a STEAM playground (an edu-
cational area made from donated, 
recycled tires) that is accompanied 
by science, technology, engineering, 
arts and math lesson plans.

“We are beyond thrilled that 
Angleton won so many awards at 
the state level,” said Dena Cline, 
executive director of Keep Angleton 
Beautiful, who nominated the youth.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

my advanced degrees and spend 
my life as a university professor. I 
even cut a deal with the dean of the 
English Department at Sam Hous-
ton State, whereby I would take 
graduate classes at night, teach 
freshman English during the day, 
and finally, after getting a doctorate, 
apply for a position there.  Then, the 
way I had it figured, I’d settle into a 
comfy office on that pretty campus 
and spend whole decades lecturing 
about great writers and their work. 
That was the plan.

But you know the old proverb:  If 
you want to make God laugh, tell 
him your plans.

My father suggested that I, just as 
a sort of fall-back insurance policy, 
get my state certificate to teach 
in public schools, which involved 
a semester of practice teaching.  

At the end of that semester I was 
offered a job at that school for the 
next year, and I couldn’t pass up the 
enormous annual salary (a little over 
$8,000 in 1977).

The rest, as they say, is history.
Would I have made a good 

professor?  I like to think so.  I might 
have even made a good career 
soldier.  Who knows?

What I do know is that the career 
I’ve had as a public school teacher 
has been enormously rewarding and 
– with the exception of having to 
place entirely too much importance 
and waste too much instructional 
time on a single politically generated 
statewide test – it’s been enjoyable. 
I’ve always considered myself lucky 
that I never suffered through Sun-
days dreading going back to work 
on Mondays.  And I think I’m even 
luckier to have taught so many good 

students (and my fair share of bad 
ones), some of whom might actually 
have benefitted from the fact that I 
was there.

I’ve always encouraged those 
kids to spend their lives trying to 
make a positive difference in the 
world. And I still believe good teach-
ers do just that.

I made some mistakes, and I 
have some regrets regarding how 
I handled some things, especially 
when I was young and didn’t know 
nearly as much as I thought I did.   
And I’ve done a good bit of grum-
bling in the teacher’s lounge about 
that state test, about lazy students, 
and about sundry other things.

But, overall, I wouldn’t trade my 
career for any other.

I’ll retire this Friday after 40 years 
as a public school teacher, 35 of 
them in one high school.  It’s a 
little overwhelming to think of the 
countless memories I’ll have of the 
thousands of students and hun-
dreds of colleagues and the events 
in that building that I will step out of 
for the last time in a few days.  And 
being there for so long has provided 
a unique perspective.

A couple of years ago, a girl 
raised her hand when she should 
have been reading her assignment 

and informed me she didn’t like 
“Beowulf.”

“Neither did your mother,” I told 
her.  “But she managed to take a 
stab at it anyway.”

I doubt I would have been given 
the opportunity to use such a fine 
line if I’d spent my career in the 
army.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Ron Rozelle’s ‘Insurance policy’ pays dividends for 40 years as public school English teacher

The Old Common, led by Tom 
Wilbeck, will be on hand to teach  
“The Old Chisholm Trail” song and 
share other cowboy tunes. Kids will 
learn the art of cattle roping, enjoy 
cowboy story time with Jack Taylor, 
discover the importance and how-to 
of branding, and visit some of the 
livestock on hand. 

While you’re at it, you can sample 
some chuck-wagon cooking, like the 
cowboys would have enjoyed along 
the trail. You won’t want to miss this 
step-back in time and the chance to 
become a cowboy for a day.

For more information about 
this program or others, follow the 
Museum of Facebook or call (979) 
864-1208. 

This program is made possible 
thanks in partnership with Varner-
Hogg Plantation and the Chocolate 
Bayou Cowboy Church.

County museum 
takes trip back 

to ‘The Old 
Chisholm Trail’

(Continued from Page 1)

Please tell our 
advertisers that 

you saw their ads 
in The Bulletin.
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Community, business and industry leaders from throughout 
Brazoria County recently gathered at the 24th annual Brazoria 
County Petrochemical Council (BCPC) Responsible Care ® lun-
cheon held at the Center for Business and Industry Training on the 
campus of Brazosport College. 

Bruce Broberg, environmental consultant with TRC, Inc. gave 
the keynote address titled “Brazoria County: The Air We Breathe; 
the Water We Drink.” Broberg spoke of the good air and water 
quality we enjoy in Brazoria County and explained that ozone con-
centrations are much higher in Houston due to the large number of 
vehicles that travel through the city. 

Attendees also heard from David Efert, General Manager at Sweeny Refinery – Phillips 66, Rick 
Pena, Terminal Manager Freeport LNG and Amy Van Berschot, Plant Manager NALCO Champion – An 
Ecolab Company during a Q&A session where they gave updates on construction activity and safety 
performance at their sites.

 At the conclusion of the program all BCPC managers came to the stage to present Brazoria County 
Mission 22 with a $ 1,000 grant to aid in their mission to prevent veteran suicide through community 
awareness, camaraderie, interaction and communication with veterans. The BCPC managers also 
presented Brazosport College with two, $1,000 scholarships for students.

 The BCPC is a group of petrochemical companies with manufacturing or distribution sites in Brazo-
ria County. It was established in 1991 to improve communication between citizens and industry and to 
work together to keep the people and environment in our communities safe.

 BCPC promotes Responsible Care ® management practices, including the program called CAER 
(Community Awareness and Emergency Response); pollution prevention; process safety; distribution; 
employee health and safety; product stewardship and security.

Air Liquide America Corporation
Ascend Performance Materials, LLC

BASF Corporation
Braskem America

Chevron Phillips Chemical Company LP
DSM Nutritional Products, Inc.
The Dow Chemical Company

Freeport LNG Development, L.P.
Huntsman Corporation

K-Bin, Inc.

LyondellBasell
Mineral Research & Development

NALCO Champion – An Ecolab Company
Olin Corporation

Phillips 66
Shin-Etsu Silicones of America, Inc.

Shintech, Inc.
SI Group
Vencorex

Brazoria County Petrochemical 
Council celebrates its 24th Annual 

Responsible Care® luncheon

BCPC Member Companies

Chocolate may prevent heart problems
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Medical researchers have identi-
fied a compound that may reduce 
your risk of a dangerous type 
of heart rhythm that can lead to 
strokes, dementia, heart failure and 
early death.

In a study of more than 55,000 
Danish men and women who were 
tracked for up to 16 years, people 
who used this compound were up to 
20 percent less likely to experience 
the heart condition. In general, the 
higher the dose, the lower the risk.

What is this wonder drug? 
Chocolate.

The researchers, led by Elizabeth 
Mostofsky, an epidemiologist who 
studies risk factors for cardiovas-
cular disease at Boston’s Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center, 
weren’t the first to look for evidence 
that chocolate might prevent some 
cases of the dangerous heart 
rhythm, called atrial fibrillation.

In one previous study, research-
ers were unable to find a link 
between chocolate consumption 
and self-reported cases of atrial 

fibrillation among nearly 19,000 
American doctors participating in the 
Physicians’ Health Study. Another 
group of researchers also struck 
out when they examined more than 
33,000 Americans who were part of 
the Women’s Health Study.

But Motosfsky and her colleagues 
had reason to believe they would 
find a connection. Atrial fibrillation is 
believed to result from the release 
of certain molecules that ultimately 
damage heart tissue. That damage 
changes the way electrical signals 
travel through the chambers of the 
heart, causing one’s heartbeat to 
flutter instead of beating in a steady 
rhythm.

Chocolate contains flavanols that 
can prevent the kind of inflamma-
tion that can lead to tissue damage. 
They may also counteract the clots 
that could form when an irregular 
heartbeat allows blood to pool up in 
the heart.

Compared with the people who 
ate chocolate less than once a 
month, those who ate it one to three 
times a month were 10 percent less 
likely to develop AF. 
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location by dredging and to continue 
maintenance dredging as neces-
sary to keep the river flowing into 
the Gulf of Mexico. A single rock 
jetty’s estimated cost is $86 million 
because of the remoteness of the 
project area and would still require 
maintenance dredging, sponsored 
by Brazoria County.

- Enhance the public surf fishing 
pier at Quintana County Park, 
extending the pier further into the 
Gulf, adding a new t-head, making 
it handicap accessible, and other 
upgrades. (Sponsored by Brazoria 
County).

- Build a rock groin into the Gulf 
at Surfside Beach to slow beach 
erosion. This project is sponsored 
by the Village of Surfside.

- A joint project sponsored by 
Matagorda and Brazoria Counties to 
expand existing oyster habitat in our 
bays and build new habitat.

Because of the Deepwater Hori-
zon (B.P.) catastrophic explosion 
and oil spill, the federal government 
enacted the R.E.S.T.O.R.E. Act to 
govern the distribution of the fines 
and penalties assessed against the 
British Petroleum Company.

Texas should receive $258 mil-
lion, spread over a 15-year time 

span. The first award to Texas will 
be $66 million. These funds must be 
spent within the 16 Texas coastal 
counties, within 50 miles of the 
coast or within 50 miles of the tidal 
section of a river, stream or bayou.

The job of selecting these 
projects was led by the Texas Com-
mission of Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ), based on guidelines set 
forth in the R.E.S.T.O.R.E. Act.

When the TCEQ announced that 
the window for submitting projects 
was closed, the TCEQ and 7 other 
state agencies went through the 
200+ projects, worth $1.2 billion 
and proceeded to cut the list to 20 
projects worth the $66 million cap 
for 2017. 

This list was then forwarded to 
Gov. Gregg Abbott, who approved 
the list and signed off on them.

To make your comments on 
one or more of these projects, 
submit your e-mail (no letters) to: 
rcomments@tceq.texas.gov by 5 
p.m. June 30.

 A sample letter and support-
ing information is available at 
www.sanbernardtx.com.

Additional information and rules 
governing the dispersal of these 
funds is available at www.restorethe
texascoast.org.

(Continued from Page 1)

How you can help to fund vital 
coastal projects in Brazoria County

BC’s Math Bridge Academy starts June 5
For many, math courses are one of the biggest challenges upon enter-

ing college. Fortunately, Brazosport College is making it a little easier to 
master these skills.

With BC’s summer Mathematics Bridge Academy, junior high and high 
school students can boost their study skills while learning about the col-
lege-going culture. The Math Bridge Academy uses individualized study 
plans to target each student’s math needs and develops study and career 
skills in a college atmosphere. Participants also meet local professionals 
and learn about career opportunities.

The Math Bridge Academy is not only perfect for students struggling with 
math, but it’s also a good option for those with good math skills and seek-
ing even more improvement.

Math Bridge Academy is held Monday through Thursday in the Math-
ematics Achievement Center at Brazosport College. Each academy date 
offers a morning session, 9 a.m. to noon, and an afternoon session, 1 to 4 
p.m.

Registration for the Math Bridge Academy is ongoing and continues 
through the first day of the scheduled academy.

Three sessions will be offered this summer, with the first Academy run-
ning June 5 to 22. Additional sessions are scheduled for June 26 to July 
13, and July 17 to August 3. The cost to attend one of the sessions is $30.

Students can enroll by visiting www.brazosport.edu/mathbridge and 
registering through Brazosport College Community Education. For more 
information, call (979) 230-3293 or e-mail mathbridge@brazosport.edu.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Brazoria County Parks Depart-
ment is offering TWO nature 
camps this summer.  

The first will be our annual 
Camp Mohawk Nature Camp, 9 
a.m. until noon on June 12-15, 
followed by the all-new Quintana 
Nature Camp, 9 a.m. until noon 
on June 19-22.  Both camps are 
designed for children 7-12 years 
old, and involve both hands-on 
and discussion style sessions.  
Cost is only $30 per child.  

Registration is open until June 
1, but don’t delay - space is limited 
to only 30 campers for each nature 
camp.  

For more information, or to 
register your camper, contact Mike 
Mullenweg at (979) 864-1541 ext. 
7 or e-mail at mikem@brazoria-
county.com.

County parks offer two nature camps

The Home Owners Association at Lake Pomona recently held a fun day 
on the lake.  Lead Interpretive Ranger Mike Mullenweg, on hand with the 
department’s stable of kayaks, placed more than 100 people in kayaks, 
some for their first time.  

Kayaking on Lake Pomona on Fun Day

With the summer season nearing, Pct. 1 Road and Bridge crew set 
the base material for a much-needed new parking lot at Quintana 
Beach County Park.  The new parking area will help accommodate the 
increased seasonal crowds, as well as providing additional parking for 
the park’s new Nature and Discovery Center.

Quintana park to get new parking area

The U.S. Coast Guard 
provided interesting enter-
tainment for park patrons 
recently, as they practiced 
water rescue drills in the gulf 
waters just off Quintana Beach 
Co Park.  While the exercise 
is not meant for entertainment 
purposes and is an absolutely 
serious activity, it remains a 
fascinating sight to see.

Park visitors witness water rescue drills
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Schedule of events
Saturday, June 17, 9 a.m. – noon: Summer Paddling Event. Come 

join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on the San 
Bernard River in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat, or borrow one of 
ours. Great for families and first-time paddlers. Location Hanson Riverside 
Park. For information or reservations, call (979) 864-1541 ext. 7, or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.net .

Saturdays, (TBA) June – August, 10-11:30 a.m.: Searching for 
Sea Life at Quintana Beach County Park.  Help park rangers drag the 
seine (net) through the surf and discover sea life native to the Gulf of 
Mexico. Open to the public. Program dates subject to weather and surf 
conditions.  For information, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Monday-Thursday, June 12-15, 9 a.m. - noon: Nature Camp at 
Camp Mohawk County Park.  Outdoor nature-related programming with 
the Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; lim-
ited space available.  Pre-registration required.  For information or reser-
vations, call (979) 864-1541 ext. 7 or email mikem@brazoria-county.net .

Monday-Thursday, June 19-22, 9 a.m. - noon: Nature Camp at 
Quintana Beach County Park.  Outdoor nature-related programming with 
the Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; lim-
ited space available.  Pre-registration required.  For information or reser-
vations, call (979) 864-1541 ext. 7 or email mikem@brazoria-county.net .

Saturday, July 8, 9 a.m. – noon: Kid’s Fishing Tournament Kids 
Fishing Tournament at Quintana Beach County Park.  Spend the morning 
learning the safe and fun way to fish and then head to the water for your 
own fishing tournament.  Prizes awarded for biggest fish and other catego-
ries.  For information or reservations, call Mike  at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, July 15, 9 a.m. – noon: Summer Paddling Event. Come 
join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or borrow one of ours. 
Great for families and first time paddlers. Location TBA.  For information 
or reservations, call (979) 864-1541 ext. 7, or email mikem@brazoria-
county.net .

Saturday, August 5, 9 a.m. – noon: Kids Fishing Tournament Resoft 
County Park.  Spend the morning learning the safe and fun way to fish and 
then head to the water for your own fishing tournament.  Prizes awarded 
for biggest fish and other categories.  Call Mike  at (979) 864-1541.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Thanks to the 400-plus volunteers, last month’s Spring Adopt-A-Beach 
Clean-Up was a huge success.  Volunteers recovered 596 bags of litter 
along 16 1⁄2 miles of Brazoria County beaches, amounting to about 11,000 
pounds.  The most remarkable item of refuse picked up this season was a 
burned-out US Naval Aircraft flare.  

Special thanks to Ocean Village Hotel/Pirate’s Alley Café for providing 
a portion of the food supplies for the volunteer meal at Surfside and to the 
Town of Quintana for providing and preparing a meal for the volunteers on 
Quintana and Bryan beaches.  

Volunteers 
turn out for 

Spring Adopt-
A-Beach 
Clean-Up 

Top left: Chevron-Phillips participated in 
this season’s beach clean-up along Follett’s 
Island Beach.

Top right: Even county officials took part 
in last month’s beach clean-up.  Pct. 1 Com-
missioner Dude Payne worked alongside 
volunteers from the road and bridge crew 
on Surfside Beach – with special assistance 
from a four-legged companion.

Bottom left: Interpretive Supervisor 
Mike Mullenweg, clean-up coordinator for 
Surfside, Follett’s, and San Luis beaches, 
directs volunteers to clean-up locations along 
his 13-mile section of beach.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

We can still turn to God for comfort and help
My Answer by Billy Graham

 Q: I used to believe in God, 
but I stopped after my mother 
died of cancer last year. She 
was barely 50, and her death 
just didn’t make any sense. If 
God really exists, He wouldn’t 
have let this happen. - Mrs. J.R.

A: Elsewhere in your letter, you 
describe just how close you were 
to your mother, and I know her 
death still causes you great pain 
and sorrow.

Even if you don’t believe in Him 
right now, I want to assure you 
that God knows all about your 
sorrow, and He shares in it. Do 
you remember when one of Jesus’ 
friends died, a man named Laza-
rus? Jesus knew His friend’s death 
was only temporary, and that soon 
he would be brought back to life by 
the power of God. But when Jesus 
went to His friend’s tomb, the Bible 
says He was overwhelmed with 

grief. It gives His response in just 
two words: “Jesus wept” (John 11:
35).

That is the shortest verse in 
the Bible, but it contains a world 
of meaning. It tells us that God 
knows all about our sorrow when 
a loved one dies, and yet He does 
not abandon us. It also tells us 
that God sees death as an enemy, 
an enemy that has now been 
conquered through the death and 
resurrection of Christ.

My prayer is that you will turn to 
God for the comfort you need. He 
loves you, and you need Him. Yes, 
sometimes life is perplexing, and 
we don’t know why God allows bad 
things to happen to us. 

But God still loves us and is 
with us, and we can turn in faith to 
Him. Don’t dismiss Him any longer. 
Instead, let the Psalmist’s plea 
become yours: “May your unfailing 
love be my comfort” (Psalm 119:
76).

Tribune Media Services 

as a guide, such as for hurricane 
season or a special event. But once 
they’re over, then it’s time to do 
something with those pages. We 
encourage finding an alternative use 
for the paper or recycling it rather 
than throwing it in the trash.

I’m proud of our product and put 
a lot of work into it weekly to make it 
the best we can. I cringe when I see 
a headline mistake or typographical 
errors in stories, but that’s part of 
the game. We do everything we can 
to reduce them, but every now and 

then they pop up. 
But I also realize that this product 

has a limited lifespan.
“Do you have any old papers? 

I’m moving and need to wrap some 
glasses and cups,” said the caller.

We had some, but with flower 
beds and puppies, we were running 
short.

Try wrapping your cups and 
glasses in your iPad. Is there an 
app for house training a puppy? 
Probably, but you’ll also need 
newspapers.

Here are some other great ways 

to use old newspapers, accord-
ing to what I found on the Internet 
machine:

Cleaning windows: Using 
newspaper to clean windows works 
better than a cloth for preventing 
streaks. For even better results, use 
a vinegar-and-water solution instead 
of a chemical cleaner.

Shelf lining: Use old papers to 
line your cabinet, dresser, pantry or 
bathroom shelves. They’re cheaper 
than store-bought shelf liners, and 
they’re easy to put in and replace.

Cat litter box liners: Place 
sheets of paper in the bottom of 
your cat’s box, under the litter. You’ll 
save on litter, and any odors and 
wetness will be absorbed.

Barbecue cleaner: Turn off 
the barbecue grill and allow it to 

cool a little. Soak newspaper in 
water, lay the sheets of paper over 
the warm barbecue grill, and close 
the lid for about an hour. Then 
simply remove the paper and wipe 
the grill clean.

Packing material: Newspaper 
is a great substitute for bubble wrap. 
To pack a box with fragile contents, 
first wrap the items individually. 
Place them in the box, separated 
by crumpled paper. Then fill any 
remaining space with crumpled 
paper.

Weed killer: If weeds are a 
problem in your garden, cover the 
flower beds with newspaper and 
soak them with water. Then cover 
the paper with compost or mulch. 
Eventually the paper will smother 
the weeds, and the organic matter 

will help your garden flourish.
Shape keeper: Ensure that 

your shoes and bags maintain 
their shape by stuffing them with 
crumpled newspaper after use.

Fruit and vegetable drawer 
liner: Place sheets of newspaper 
at the bottom of the fruit and veg-
etable drawer in your fridge. They 
will absorb any mess from rotten 
produce, and will also keep the 
drawer free from odors.

Gift wrapping: Wrap birthday 
gifts with old newspaper. If you have 
time, you can even cut thin strips to 
make a bow to top it all off.

There are many more, of course, 
but we’re out of space. Before you 
do any of the above, though, please 
read the newspaper, especially The 
Bulletin.

How new gardens and puppy messes can boost newspaper readership, plus other uses for old papers
(Continued from Page 1)
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Pricey
6 Place for a chicken
10 Herring prized for its roe
14 Use a lectern
15 A fan of
16 Tortilla snack
17 With 59-Across, words from a fic-
tional mariner ... and a hint to both 
parts of 26-, 31-, 42- and 47-Across
19 Any minute now, to a bard

20 Tampa-to-Jacksonville dir.
21 Frosty coat
22 Fern-to-be
23 Criticize sneakily
26 Oil conduit
28 Chef’s tool
30 Fire, or fire-fighting tool
31 Electricity source
34 Astronaut Grissom
37 Incriminate with false evidence
38 __-Locka, Florida

39 Emaciated
41 Messy spot
42 Reaganomics term
44 __ Kan: Alpo rival
46 Fit as a fiddle and tough as nails
47 Primary entrance
52 Exams for would-be attys.
53 Shore eagles
54 Object of worship
56 Dick’s wife, twice
58 __-Seltzer
59 See 17-Across
62 Safe document
63 Left
64 Conundrum
65 They may be split or tight
66 __ buco: veal dish
67 Make a mess of

DOWN
1 Seeded
2 Convey
3 Completely eroded
4 Nice season?
5 Part of 60-Down
6 “Ta-ta”
7 Coming up next
8 Ferrell’s “SNL” cheerleading 
partner
9 __ favor: Pedro’s “please”
10 Paper clip alternative
11 Onetime capital of French 
Indochina
12 Oak nut
13 Charity, say
18 Puppy
22 Masters and Johnson subject
24 Agenda line
25 Partner of simple
27 First lady after Lady Bird
28 Suntan lotion numbers, briefly
29 Baseball’s Matty or Felipe
32 Droid download
33 Snoozes
34 Free from blame
35 Not wanted
36 Fr. holy women
39 Places with rings and horses
40 Massive land mass
42 Gp. that kidnapped Patty Hearst
43 Big name in pharmaceuticals
44 Works on, as dough
45 Top prosecutors: Abbr.
47 Maryland’s Fort __
48 “Over the Rainbow” composer 
Harold
49 Signed in pen
50 DVR devices
51 Blissful places
55 Treat often split
57 Nothing
59 __ trip
60 Typing meas.
61 __ polloi
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
AHA  AREA  ALPHA  AORTA  ARENA  ALPACA  AGENDA  ANGORA
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• A survey found that people who 
are high have substantially higher 
odds of believing it’s safe to drive 
while under the influence.

• According to a study, 2-3 
minute breaks between each 
weightlifting set is the optimal 
resting period to stimulate muscle 
growth.

• Britain has the lowest traffic-
death rate in the developed world 

and almost no stop signs.
• When adding a healthy side 

dish—like vegetables—makes an 
unhealthy meal seem to have fewer 
calories, it’s called the “dieter’s 
paradox.”

• The health benefits of walking 
or biking—as a form of transporta-
tion—outweigh the risks of breath-
ing air pollution, even in a polluted 
city.
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Did you know?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your passion can become 
a pendulum in the week ahead. Your emotions may swing 
to furthest extremes when challenged to prove your affec-
tion. Keep a tight grip on your piggy bank and don’t put 
your pennies in peril.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t sell yourself short 
in the week ahead. Fostering a positive attitude can uplift 
the members of your household and help them make 
dreams come true. Be firm and stand up for yourself and 
loved ones.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Be mindful of your 
manners in the week ahead. Your careful consideration of 
others will give you the advantage when you are involved 
in delicate discussions. Ask questions rather than being 
told what to think.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Build bridges that 
connect your goals with those of others. This week you 
can use your charm to impress people and may even 
seem more skilled than usual. Be sure to remain discreet 
if a new lover enters the picture.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Overcome bashfulness 
and be direct. Warmth and enthusiasm are tools best 
used to take charge of the social scene or even business 
activities in the week to come. A new face may be just the 
one you want to see.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): It may be tempting to 
bring down the hammer on someone who is in error as 
this week unfolds. However, if you show leniency your 
kindnesses will be repaid in kind. Double check your addi-
tion and subtraction.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1765, colonial patriot Patrick Henry 
denounced the British Stamp Act 
before Virginia’s House of Bur-
gesses, saying, “If this be treason, 
make the most of it!” In 1953, Mount 
Everest, the tallest mountain peak 
in the world, was conquered by 
Edmund Hillary of New Zealand 
and Sherpa guide Tenzing Norgay 
of Nepal.

May 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1431, Joan of Arc, the teenaged 
French war heroine condemned 

by the English as a heretic, was 
burned at the stake in Rouen, 
France. In 1889, the brassiere was 
invented.

May 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1962, former Gestapo official Adolf 
Eichmann was hanged in Israel for 
his role in the Nazi Holocaust after 
being captured in Argentina. In 
1994, the United States announced 
it was no longer aiming nuclear mis-
siles at targets in the former Soviet 
Union.

June 1: ON THIS DATE in 
1813, the U.S. Navy gained its 
motto when Capt. James Lawrence, 
commander of the frigate Chesa-
peake, ordered, “Don’t give up the 
ship” during a losing battle with a 
British frigate. In 1980, Cable News 
Network made its debut.

June 2: ON THIS DATE in 
1851, Maine became the first state 
to enact a law prohibiting alcohol. 
In 1924, Congress granted U.S. 
citizenship to all Native Americans.

June 3: ON THIS DATE in 1861, 
in the first battle of the U.S. Civil 
War, the Union defeated Confed-
erate troops at Philippi, W.Va. In 
1981, Pope John Paul II left a Rome 
hospital and returned to the Vatican 
three weeks after being shot.

June 4: ON THIS DATE in 1929, 
George Eastman demonstrated the 
first Technicolor movie. In 1989, 
hundreds, possibly thousands, of 
people died as Chinese troops 
stormed Tiananmen Square in 
Beijing to crush a pro-democracy 
movement.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1862, 
Gen. Robert E. Lee assumed com-
mand of the Confederacy’s Army of 
Northern Virginia after Gen. Joseph 
E. Johnston was severely wounded 
in battle.

This week’s question: In 
1968, which Major League Baseball 
player pitched his sixth straight 
shutout?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: THEFT  USHER  COMEDY  BYPASS
Answer: The cyclops went to bed because he wanted to get -- SOME SHUT-EYE

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Does Lane Kiffin coach at 
Florida Atlantic, or Bring 

’Em Young?
The FAU football coach just 

offered a scholarship to a 13-year-
old, Kaden Martin, the son of USC 
offensive coordinator Tee Martin. 
So what’s next — Kiffin showing 
up, hat in hand, at Serena Wil-
liams’ next ultrasound exam?

He do run run
Salt Lake Bees infielder Nolan 

Fontana won a game in the 
bottom of the 11th with a walk-off 
home run — and an inside-the-
park job, at that.

On second thought, wouldn’t 
that make it a run-off homer?

Injury of the Week
Blue Jays outfielder Darrell 

Ceciliani landed on the disabled 
list after he partially dislocated 
his left shoulder — while hitting a 
home run.

Tanks a lot
Mavericks owner Mark Cuban 

says his team lost on purpose this 
past season after it was elimi-
nated from playoff contention.

Which also probably explains 
their 8-7 game score against the 
Nets.

Brake time is over
Reds stolen-base champ Billy 

Hamilton has challenged John 
Ross III, the Bengals rookie 
receiver who broke the NFL com-
bine record, to a 40-yard dash. 
Hamilton’s biggest challenge, 
pundits predict, will be resisting 
the urge to slide after 90 feet.

What a way to go
NBA combine question of the 

year: Kansas guard Frank Mason 
III says he was asked how he pre-
ferred to die. No truth to the rumor 
his answer was “getting drafted by 
the New Jersey Nets.”

Beware of curves
What better pitcher to throw off-

speed stuff in garbage time than 
Seattle U’s right-hander Janson 
Junk?

Tums not included
Food fare at Tampa Bay Rays 

games includes a 4-pound 
hamburger and fries, with game 
tickets and other prizes awarded 
to anyone who can eat it in 30 
minutes. Fortunately, no one has 
yet to channel their inner Ernie 
Banks and said, “Let’s eat two.”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You may find yourself 
plagued by uncertainty or pressured by your peers. 
Focus on necessary tasks in the week ahead and do 
not be distracted by your own inner feelings of insecu-
rity. Your perseverance will be rewarded.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Don’t back down. In 
the upcoming week you may find yourself in a situa-
tion where someone wants you to cater to his or her 
selfish needs. Trust that you have shown others will be 
reciprocated in full.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You can’t please every-
one, but you can please yourself. The ambition on your 
mind this week is entirely achievable. There are plenty 
of people, in your own home or nearby, eager to help 
you achieve your goals.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): New people or con-
tacts in your life may be fascinating. You may be enam-
ored by a new flame as this week unfolds, but need to 
wait to see if this latest passion lasts longer than the TV 
show you are watching this evening.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take the right turn on your 
career path. In the week ahead, you might experience 
improved working conditions or find satisfaction in a 
special job. Promises should be kept, and obligations 
should be honored.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Every quid comes with 
a quo. The attitude of give and take always has to 
begin with giving on both sides. You can exercise your 
enormous charm in the week ahead to smooth ruffled 
feathers and set the record straight.

• Dogs are more likely to disobey 
a given command when the owner 
is not paying attention to the animal.

• The first stage of frostbite, 
where only the surface of the skin 
freezes, is called “frostnip.”

• A playground study found that 
the monkey bars and the swings are 
the places children suffer traumatic 
brain injury most often.
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