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WIN MARVEL UNIVERSE TICKETS
Marvel Universe Live is coming to the NRG Center 

in Houston July 10-22, and we have at least a dozen 
tickets to give away to our readers! This is a new 
show for the Houston area, and we are excited to 
give your family a chance to see some of your favor-
ite Superheroes and villains in a live scripted show. 
Tickets are $30 each, but we’re giving away at least 
three sets of four tickets. Entry deadline is June 20. 
Winners will be announced in the June 26 issue. Fill 
out this entry and mail it to the address below. 

NAME______________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP_____________________________________________

PHONE____________________________________________________

One entry per person, please. Print clearly. SEND ENTRIES TO: The Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516. Winners’ names will be printed in a future issue.

By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

I’ve just returned from my summer 
vacation, which I now take in May 
so I can use the remaining time until 
Labor Day to recover. Here’s what I 
learned. 

At many airports, the TSA’s 
Pre-Check lines are as long as the 
ordinary lines. Perhaps they need a 
Pre-Pre-Check line. 

The policy of “boarding by group 
number” is out of control, with some 
airlines juggling as many as nine 
groups. It seems “priority” is now 

determined by what credit card you 
own. 

To get passengers to watch 
safety demonstrations, airlines 
have turned to oddball presenta-
tions that have about as much 
to do with safety as a Luis Fonsi 
music video. In United’s clip, for 
example, patrons at what appears 
to be the Hofbrauhaus Tavern in 
Munich cavort as oxygen masks 
drop mysteriously from the ceiling. 

American Airlines should rethink 
the layout of its 767-300 cabins. On 

Are we there yet? The agonies of flying

(Continued on Page 11)

With graduation comes a new 
journey, but it can be costly. That’s 
why Brazoria-Galveston County 
Farm Bureau awarded two $4,000 
scholarships to local youth.

“We offer these scholarships 
to help our local youth,” Brazoria-
Galveston County Farm Bureau 
President Tom Ferguson said. 
“Trade school, college and univer-
sity educations can be expensive. 
Scholarships are our way to provide 
assistance. It’s also our way to 
invest in the future of Texas.”

Brooke Stoddard and Neal Cruz 

received scholarships through the 
Brazoria-Galveston County Farm 
Bureau’s scholarship program.

“These young men and women 
were selected based on their aca-
demic, scholastic and agricultural 
involvement,” Ferguson said. “We 
are proud of their commitment to 
their education and to agriculture.”

Brooke Stoddard is graduating 
ninth in her class from Angleton 
High School and will be attending 
Texas A&M University in the fall, 
where she will study Animal Sci-

(Continued on Page 6)

Farm Bureau awards scholarships

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

It was a brief graveside service 
and a small crowd. A friend of ours 
had passed away. He was 67.

It seems like I have been to a lot 
of funerals lately. Until now, though, 
they were for people much older 
than me. This one was for someone 
not much older.

He died of heart and liver failure. 
It was quick, in just a few months. 
He was a very nice person, always 
had a good attitude and loved cats.

Before he died, he made sure that 
they were going 
to be cared for. 
He was not mar-
ried and had no 
children.

We celebrated 
his life. His 
neighbors told 
stories of what a 
smart, kind and 

fair person he was.
At funerals, we focus on the posi-

tives. In this case, though, over the 
decades we knew him, we never 
saw any negatives.

It made me think a little. How 
would I be remembered when I die? 
I don’t plan to do that any time soon, 
but what would they say about me?

Perhaps some would remember 
the mistakes I’ve made decades ago 
and hold it against me. If I could do 
a redo, I would, but what’s done is 
done. I just hope that I have done 
enough good things since then to 
sort of cancel out the bad stuff.

They are not really all that bad, 
but I would not do them again. There 
were many other things though 
that I would do the same way. They 
worked out really well.

When my mother died at age 60, 
I was trying to think of anything bad 
that she had done. I couldn’t think of 
any. She died way too young. I was 
30 at the time and starting a family. 
It came out of nowhere. One day I 
was talking to her, and the next day 
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         LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Beer Retail 
Dealer’s On-Premise License (BE) 
and a Retail Dealers on Premise 
LATE Hours License (BL) by 
Jason Shane, Hayes, operating 
as The Boxcar, to be located at 
5703 CRD 288 Angleton, Brazoria 
County, Texas. Individual owner 
Jason Shane, Hayes.

I THINK THINGS ARE ABOUT TO GO MY WAY: A woman, 
who lost all of her money gambling at the Shorelines Thousand Islands 
Casino in Gananoque, Ontario, called the police emergency number at 5 
in the morning, because she had no way of getting home. But she soon 
called back to report that a Good Samaritan gave her $20, and that she 
was going back into the casino. They did not hear from her again.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN I LOOK STRANGE!? Two kids - one 
perched on the other’s shoulders - donned a trench coat to make 
themselves look like one tall man, and asked a guy to buy them beer at 
a convenience store in Daly City, Calif. The guy – who was not fooled for 
a minute – asked “him’ why “he” couldn’t buy it himself. He said it was 
because he had left his ID at the “detective agency” where he worked.

LOOKS LIKE NO ROMANTIC DINNER THIS YEAR: A Florida 
man admitted to his wife that he forgot their wedding anniversary, so 
she smacked him “multiple times” in the head and face. The husband 
recorded the attack on his cell phone and turned it over to deputies.

SHOULDN’T BE TOO HARD TO SPOT: Authorities are looking 
for an Oregon man who has contacted the FBI about 1,000 times over 
the past 2 years and has threatened to kill people several times. He has 
a tattoo on his throat that reads “dork.”

AN ALMOST PERFECT PLAN: Two men donned masks to rob 
a gas station in Orange County, Fla., but just prior to the robbery, they 
had gone into the place without masks and were filmed by surveillance 
cameras.

I THOUGHT YOU LOVED SURPRISES! A woman returned to 
her Salina, Kan., home with her new boyfriend to discover that her old 
boyfriend was hiding in the ceiling. The old boyfriend, 25, who is the 
father of the woman’s three children, threatened to kill the new boyfriend. 
A physical altercation ensued, which the new boyfriend won.

WELL, I SAY YOU’RE BLUFFING … AIEEE! A guy made insult-
ing gestures at a group of men partying across the road from his home 
in Hamilton, New Zealand, prompting one of them to confront him with a 
knife in his hand. “What are you going to do, stab me?” said the guy. And 
that is exactly what he did.

IT’S O.K., I’M ALL SET, OFFICER: A man, released from jail in 
Avoyelles, La., waiting for police to give him a ride home – which the 
cops do in Louisiana – saw a bicycle in a yard and stole it. The deputy, 
who was on his way to pick him up, spotted him on the road and arrested 
him.

YEAH, THAT’S PROBABLY IT: Police searched a woman they 
had pulled over in Fort Pierce, Fla., and found a bag of cocaine in her 
pocketbook. She said it wasn’t hers, and that, since it was very windy, “It 
must have flown through the window and into my purse.”

HOLD ON, I NEED A DRINK: A man got drunk and stole an 
armored personnel carrier from a military installation, and then took it on 
a joyride through the Murmansk region of Russia. He totaled a parked 
car and crashed through the front of a supermarket. Then, he climbed out 
and tried to steal a bottle of wine before being detained.

she was gone.
She didn’t have to worry about 

what people would say about her, 
because everything she had done 
was good. She risked her life and 

safety for me, and she gave me an 
opportunity to grow up in this great 
country.

She never even had a fight with 
her neighbors. That’s more than 
what I can say. I’ve had a few. 

Thinking back, it was all stupid stuff. 
I should have just rolled with it and 
kept the peace. I have been a much 
better neighbor since then, no matter 
how good or bad the neighbor is. I 
have some pretty good neighbors, 
though.

My mother didn’t do anything  
bad, but she did a few things wrong. 
She didn’t quit smoking, which is 
what eventually killed her. She didn’t 
like going to doctors, so she couldn’t 
find out that her illness, related to 
smoking, was killing her. She never 
gave me a clue that something was 
wrong because she didn’t want to 
bother me. I wish she would have.

I’ve learned from those mistakes. 
I grew up around second-hand 
smoke. A lot of people my age 
did. But I never smoked, and the 
second-hand smoke didn’t damage 
my lungs.

I don’t like going to doctors all 
that much either, but I am getting 
my annual checkups, keeping track 
of my numbers and taking care of 

whatever health needs I have. High 
cholesterol runs in my family. I’ve got 
it covered.

My mother’s funeral was small, 
like my friend’s. It was peaceful, 
and it made me reflect on what’s 
important in life, just like my friend’s 
funeral did. Funerals have a way of 
doing that.

And when people gather around 
to celebrate my life, I hope they 
remember me for what I was always 
striving to be and forget about the 
little missteps along the way. And 
if they go first, I’ll do the same for 
them. Time to hit the gym for a good 
workout so that I can postpone all 
this stuff for a while –  a long while.

(Continued from Page 1)

A friend’s funeral made me think of how we will be remembered, what legacy we leave behind
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

        BIG BAD BIRD
Q. Just how bad can a big bad 

bird get?
A. Very bad indeed.  Just ask 

biological anthropologist Samuel 
Urlacher, who was doing field 
work in the jungles of Papua New 
Guinea when he encountered an 
adult cassowary, considered “one of 
the world’s most dangerous birds,” 
writes “Discover” magazine.  At 
least five feet tall and flightless, the 
bird is able to sprint 31 mph and 
deliver fatal slashes with its dagger-
like middle talons.  Some 150 cases 
of attacks against people have been 
recorded, with at least one culminat-
ing in death.

Urlacher told his story to the 
magazine’s Bridget Alex:  Machetes 
in hand, he and his local guide were 
hiking from his research village to a 
neighboring community when “all of 
a sudden, trotting directly toward us 
appears this huge, fully grown adult 
cassowary.  It’s taller than I am and 
probably 120 or 130 pounds.”  His 
guide was already climbing a tree 
when Urlacher belatedly sprang into 
action, climbing as fast as he could.  
He got up only a few feet before the 
cassowary was right on him, but for-
tunately, it turned away and veered 
off the trail, stared at them and then 

walked off. 
Concluded Urlacher: “It could 

have been a very bad story had it 
decided to actually get me.  So we 
survived, laughed about it, then 
picked up our machetes and moved 
on.”

 THOSE HUMBLEBRAGS
Q. “Everyone hates a ‘humble-

brag,’” declares “New Scien-
tist” magazine.  Just what is a 
“humblebrag,” anyway?

A. It’s feigning modesty while 
boasting, a practice that “annoys 
people even more than outright self-
promotion,” says the magazine’s 
Ann Klein.  According to Ovul Sezer 
at the University of North Carolina, 
“humblebrag” can be expressed 
either as “a display of humility 
- ‘I’m so shocked my new book is a 
bestseller’ - or a complaint — ‘I’ve 
got nothing to wear after losing so 
much weight.’”  When volunteers 
judged the likeability and sincerity 
of complaints, brags, and these two 
forms of humblebrag, none were 
very popular but humblebragging 
(both kinds) scored lowest on both 
measures (“Journal of Personality 
and Social Psychology”).

As Sezer explains, people hum-
blebrag to broadcast achievements 
without looking too arrogant, but it 
comes across as sneaky and stra-
tegic, lacking the critical element of 

sincerity.  A better strategy is to tell 
a trusted friend to spread the news.  
Or announce it yourself but be sure 
to credit those who helped you, thus 
appearing “warm and communal, 
which people find attractive.”

   AIRPLANE POLUTION
Q. “If the aviation sector were 

a country, it would rank seventh 
worldwide in carbon pollution,” 
writes “Scientific American” 
magazine.  What is being done to 
address this dire statistic?

A. “A team of scientists at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, along with their government 
and industry collaborators, is 
attempting to fundamentally rede-
sign airplanes,” says the magazine’s 
Annie Sneed.  Dubbed “double-
bubble” D8, the concept changes 
the standard Boeing 737 and Airbus 
A320 aircraft to include a wider, 
more oval-shaped fuselage (like two 
bubbles joined side by side); smaller 
and lighter wings and tail; and a 
more aerodynamic nose.  Most 
critical, however, is the repositioning 
of the engines from underneath the 
wings to atop the body near the tail 
— where they suck in and reac-
celerate the slow layer of air, greatly 
reducing drag.

As aerospace and mechanical 
engineer Alejandra Uranga explains, 
an airplane thus designed would 
use 37% less fuel than a typical 
passenger jet, and future techno-
logical advances could “ultimately 
add up to 66% in fuel savings in 
two decades.”  Scientists are now 
exploring the development of a half-
scale plane prototype.  Stay tuned.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

DID YOU KNOW?
• Studies show the best way to 

dunk a cookie in tea is to dunk the 
entire bottom, then twist it, so the 
dry side is supporting the wet one.

• According to Heinz scientists, 
the optimal flow of ketchup is 147.6 
feet (45 meters) per hour.

• There are 101 people in the 
U.S. who owe at least $1 million in 
student loans.

• Women in India have been 
knitting sweaters for the Elephant 
Conservation and Care Center, 
protecting its residents from freezing 
weather.
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Chevron Phillips Chemical Com-
pany LP is pleased to announce 
the winners of its 2018 Dependents’ 
Scholarships. 

The annual program awards 
scholarships to employees’ 
dependents to pursue undergradu-
ate degrees at accredited 4-year 
colleges or universities, advanced 
degrees for graduate studies or 
two-year degrees or certifications. 
This year, 10 students are being 
recognized from the Sweeny/Old 
Ocean Facilities:

Carly Simpson -  Boling High 
School Senior, attending Wharton 
County Junior College

Kristen Reeves – Foundation 
Prep Academy Senior, attending 
Brazosport College

Kade Kucera – Van Vleck High 
School graduate, attending Alvin 
Community College

Jessica Watts – Needville High 
School Senior, attending Texas A&M 
University

Matthew Fiedler – Brazoswood 
High School graduate, attending 
University of Texas at Arlington

Adam Smith – Bay City High 
School Senior, attending Texas A&M 
University Corpus Christi

Alex Orscheln – Brazosport 
Christian School Senior, attending 
University of Houston

Dillon Wick – Sweeny High 
School Senior, attending Texas A&M 

University
Jordan Brown – Angleton High 

School graduate, attending Univer-
sity of North Texas Health Science 
Center

Jessica Virgel – Sweeny High 
School graduate, attending Texas 
Tech University Health Science 
Center

“Chevron Phillips Chemical is 
committed to encouraging edu-
cational excellence,” said Bryce 
Hallowell, public affairs manager for 
Chevron Phillips Chemical. “We are 
proud to support the family mem-
bers of our employees who have 
achieved academic success and 
commend each of these students 
for their hard work and accomplish-
ments.” 

During the scholarship selection 
process, the academic records of 
eligible high school and college 
students are carefully reviewed, as 
well as students’ leadership and 
participation in school and com-
munity activities, special honors, 
work experience, stated goals and 
aspirations and unique personal or 
family circumstances. Scholarship 
applicants are also asked to provide 
recommendations from their advis-
ers, teachers or employers.

Since the program began in 2001, 
the company has donated more 
than $3 million to support the edu-
cation of employees’ dependents.

CP Chem announces scholarships
Get moving as you read and rock 

this summer with “Libraries Rock” 
Summer Reading Clubs!  

The fun continues through July 31 
with clubs for kids, teens and adults.  
Online registration has begun at 
bcls.readsquared.com. This site can 
be accessed by computer, tablet or 
smart phone. 

To make it easier to participate, 
you can sign up as a family and 
record reading times or register 
individual family members. You can 
register for Reading Clubs at any 
Brazoria County Library. 

Everyone has the opportunity 
to earn prizes by reading. Many 
branch prizes have been donated 
by area businesses. Kids and teens 
are eligible to win County Grand 
Prizes, which include Insignia tab-
lets, LEGO building sets, and floor 
pianos (remember the 80’s movie 
Big!)  A set of Grand Prizes will be 
awarded in four different regions of 
the county on Saturday, Aug. 4.

Summer reading is also about 
library events and programs. Each 
of the system’s 12 libraries offer 
great  activities throughout the 

summer. Learn about Texas reptiles 
from Texas Master Naturalists 
and discover the music of Native 
American Pow Wows with Brazoria 
County Historical Museum. Learn 
about Tesla Coils and the electricity 
they create. See music programs, 
magic shows and participate in 
crafting, gaming, teen parties and 
much more.

Each library posts a calendar of 
summer events on their individual 
webpages and at the library.  All 
programs are free to the public, 
however seating and materials for 
each program is limited. Contact 
your local library for more informa-

tion about programs, events, and 
activities. 

Brazoria County Library System’s 
Summer Reading Clubs will keep 
you and your family reading and 
rocking! Join us this summer at a 
BCLS library near you as we rock 
this summer! 

Sponsors for our Summer 
Reading Clubs include: Brazoria 
County Library System Foundation, 
Crocodile Encounter of Angleton, 
the Houston Zoo, Sonic Drive-
ins, Plantation Quilting Guild, and 
Whataburger.

Visit our webpage for more infor-
mation:  http://bcls.lib.tx.us

‘Library Rocks’ just one of many summer programs at county libraries

Take this pill and stand near my cellphone
Los Angeles Times

In the 1966 science fiction classic 
“Fantastic Voyage,” a submarine 
crew is miniaturized so it can 
squeeze inside a human body and 
travel to a hot spot where medical 
assistance is needed.

A team from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology has adapted 
this idea for real life, replacing the 

shrunken squad with specially engi-
neered E. coli bacteria and pairing 
them with a suite of electronics that 
fit neatly inside an ingestible pill.

They call their creation an IMBED 
– short for ingestible micro-bioelec-
tronic device – and used it to detect 
excess blood in the stomachs of 
pigs. After finding blood, the capsule 
sent a wireless signal from within 
the pig’s body that was read by a 
smartphone and a laptop computer.

Other IMBEDs outfitted with dif-
ferent bacteria detected a molecule 
that signals inflammation inside the 
gut and another that’s a biomarker 
for gastrointestinal infections.
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Brazoria Heritage Foundation
Cordially invites you to attend the re-enactment of the

SANTA ANA BALL
Saturday, July 21, 2018

Lloyd E. Thomas Gymnasium
205 North Nevada

Brazoria, Texas
The evening begins at 5:30 and includes 

a Seafood Dinner with wine and beer
Period Dress is encouraged, but optional

SILENT AND LIVE AUCTION
Grand March

Dancing to the Music of Debbie & Lowell
B.Y.O.B. – Set Ups furnished

Tickets $40 per person are available through July 18
Make reservations by contacting Tissie Schwebel at 

979-345-3335
All proceed benefit BHF and our effort to “Preserve the Past for the Future”

United States Army Corps of 
Engineers General Paul Owen, P.E. 
has approved the Freeport Harbor 
Channel Improvement Project 
General Reevaluation Report and 
Environmental Assessment, also 
referred to as the GRR, which iden-
tifies several project improvements.

“We are pleased to announce 
the final approval needed to move 
forward with the engineering and 
design phases of the Freeport 
Harbor Channel Improvement 
Project.  Safe and efficient naviga-
tion of the Freeport Harbor Channel 
is a top priority at Port Freeport, and 
the improvements identified help 
achieve that goal,” stated Phyllis 
Saathoff, Executive Director/CEO.

The approval of the GRR 
concludes an evaluation of minor 
project improvements such as 
a bend easing, a slight channel 

widening, and a turning basin 
augmentation designed to help 
large ships turn more safely.  The 
necessary improvements were iden-
tified shortly after the project was 
authorized in the Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act of 
2014.  

“The approval of the GRR culmi-
nates the successful completion of 
nearly a three-year study to address 
the navigational constrains around 
the DOW thumb,” said Galveston 
District Corps of Engineers Project 
Manager Nicholas Laskowski. “This 
study was extremely challenging 
because of the interrelationship 
between the navigation channel and 
Freeport Hurricane Flood Protection 
Project as an effect on one is an 
effect on the other. This would have 
not been possible without our top-
notch study team, consisting of both 

Port and Corps members.”
The Freeport Harbor Chan-

nel Improvement Project, when 
complete, will allow larger ships 
to access the public and private 
terminals along the channel.  Many 
companies located in this area use 
marine transportation to move their 
products globally.  

Having a deeper, safer channel 
designed for a wider range of global 
vessels expands opportunities for 
new business and supports more 
job opportunities for the entire 
region.

“Receiving approval on the GRR 
is a significant step forward for the 
channel project. On behalf of the 
Port Commission, I would like to 
extend my gratitude to everyone 
involved in this process,” said Paul 
Kresta, Chairman of the Port Com-
mission.

Corps approves Port Freeport harbor expansion plan review
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ence.  Brooke has been active in 
her high school’s FFA program and 
local 4-H club, holding leadership 
roles in both organizations.  She 
has participated for many years in 
the Brazoria County Fair and other 
livestock shows throughout the state 
of Texas. She is also receiving a 
$1,000 Texas Farm Bureau District 
11 scholarship.

Neal Cruz is graduating second 
in his class from Texas City High 
School and will be attending 

University of Houston, where he will 
study Industrial Engineering. Neal is 
active in the Political Activism Club 
at his school as well as National 
Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta and 
Key Club.

“We are confident these students 
will continue to excel in their future 
endeavors,” Ferguson said.

A list of TFB scholarships and 
other opportunities for Texas 
youth can be found online at http:
//texasfarmbureau.org/youth/youth-
opportunities.

(Continued from Page 1)
Farm Bureau awards scholarships

Lisa Loranc was named the new Brazoria County Library System Director 
during Commissioners’ Court on May 22. 

Ms. Loranc has served for five years as the Assistant Director for the 
library system. Precinct 3 Commissioner Stacy Adams, the Court Liaison for 
the Brazoria County Library System, stated he is “looking forward to work-
ing with Ms. Loranc on continuing to enhance the  excellent programs and 
services the county library system has to offer.” 

She assumed her new responsibilities as director on June 1.

County hires new library system director

The Brazosport College Bookstore recently presented a $770 check 
to the BC Foundation, with the funds going toward Hurricane Harvey 
disaster relief through the BC Food Pantry. The money was raised by 
the sale of Texas Strong T-shirts and hats, which were designed by 
the bookstore’s parent company, Texas Book Company. Pictured are, 
from left, Sherrie Garrett, Brazosport College Foundation Development 
Officer; Marci Dale, Brazosport College Bookstore Manager; and Tracee 
Watts, Brazosport College Foundation Development Officer.

BC Bookstore helps Harvey victims
At a recent Commissioners 

Court meeting, the Cradle of Texas 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
made a presentation to the Brazoria 
County Parks Department, specifi-
cally to the Stephen F. Austin Statue 
Park.  

Park Director James Glover men-
tioned to Bartlett Ramsey, President 
of DRT that he would love to have 
portraits of the Ambassadors of 
Texas to the United States during 
the Republic of Texas.  The artist 
is Angela Obenhaus, who donated 
her time and  talent to paint William 
H. Wharton, Stephen F. Austin and 
Branch T. Archer, and they are now 
on display at the park in Angleton.

Local DRT chapter donates portraits to S.F.A. Statue Park
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ACC dual degree program 
has record number of grads

During a Alvin Community Col-
lege Commencement ceremony 
recently, another record number of 
Alvin, Manvel, Shadow Creek and 
Turner high school students walked 
across the stage just weeks ahead 
of getting their high school diplo-
mas.

ACC had 152 students on track 
to complete 60 hours of college 
coursework through participation in 
the Alvin Community College Dual 
Credit-Dual Degree program and 
complete their Associate Degree in 
General Studies.

Most dual degree graduate stu-
dents begin their journey as fresh-
men, taking classes on their high 
school campus and any additional 
courses needed at ACC or online. 
Advisors say it takes a lot of work, 
and the students have to stay on 
task.

“Each year our Dual Degree 
graduates continue to grow. It is 

a true testament to the ambition, 
drive, and fortitude of the students 
and the ACC program, faculty and 
staff,” said Akilah Martin, ACC Direc-
tor  of College and Career Pathway. 
“As we continue to share the stories 
of these students and educate fami-
lies, counselors and teachers about 
the program, I am confident that we 
will continue to see these numbers 
increase.”

Students seeking the associates 
degree have increased dramatically 
since ACC’s first dual degree grad, 
Thomas Schuenemann, in 2008. 

Since the first graduate, the ACC 
Dual Credit program has had 497 
students participate in commence-
ment. 

There are now almost 1,900 
students enrolled in the dual-credit 
program at eight area high schools.

For more information about 
the Dual Degree program, visit 
www.alvincollege.edu/dualcredit.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Researchers have created a system that uses a patient’s heartbeat as 

the password to access their electronic health records.
• You shouldn’t brush your teeth right after you chow down since your 

tooth enamel is softest after eating and could be brushed away.
• For every $10,000 of student debt a person has, the likelihood of getting 

married in the seven years after graduation drops by 3 to 4 percent.
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At a recent meeting of the 
Daughters of the Republic 
of Texas, Avery Sparrow, 
granddaughter of member 
Claire Haynes, was honored and 
presented a certificate for winning 
an art contest sponsored by the 
Texas State Daughters.  She drew 
a picture of Stephen F. Austin.  
This contest was sponsored by 
District IX, Republic of Texas 
Museum Annual Art Contest. 
Avery lives in Lake Jackson and 
attends A. P. Beutel Elementary 
School.

Local DRT honors 
art contest winner

Send your announcement to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you spread 
the word on the many  important events taking 

place in our community.

Schlitterbahn Ticket Give-Away winners announced
We set out guaranteeing that we 

would randomly select at least six 
readers who entered out Schlitter-
bahn Ticket Give-Away contest. But 
the response was so overwhelming 
that we decided to select 10 winners 
and give away a total of 20 tickets.

It is our way of showing that we 
appreciate our readers.

This is the most popular contest 
we have, followed by the Renai-

sance Festival. But we always have 
something going on in-between.

 The winners, in no particular 
order, are:

Belinda Rickman, Angleton
Patricia Smith, Angleton
Mason Douglas, Angleton
Russell Bedrich, Lake Jackson
Andrew Cromwell, Angleton
Kelli Messer, Alvin
Cindy Nunez, Angleton

Gloria Eller, Angleton
Christie Barrack, Danbury
Wende Hester, Surfside Beach
Congratulations to all the winners, 

and thank you to all our readers 
who entered the contest. Be sure to 
send your entry forms in from this 
issue’s Page 1 for a chance to win 
free tickets to this summer’s Marvel 
Universe Live at the NRG Center.

Bulletin readers win $1,000 in tickets to Galveston Island water park
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Can seaweed make cow farts less 
potent? Scientists hope to find out
By Benjy Egel
The Sacramento Bee (TNS)

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Early 
indications of a University of Califor-
nia, Davis study show that feeding 
dairy cows seaweed may reduce 
methane emissions caused by their 
defecation, belching and flatulence, 
the university announced Thursday.

UC Davis animal science depart-
ment chair Ermias Kebreab and 
animal nutrition graduate student 
Breanne Roque separated 12 
Holstein cows into three groups, two 
of which received different doses 
of seaweed in their feed and one of 
which got no seaweed at all.

“The numbers we’re seeing are 
amazing — well beyond the target 
that farmers will need to reach,” 
Kebreab said in a media release. 
“This is a very surprising and prom-
ising development.”

The two test groups eat seaweed 
sweetened with molasses for two 
weeks at a time before returning 
to a normal diet for a week. Each 
cow eats a snack from an open-
air device that simultaneously 
measures their breath’s methane 
content. Their milk is also tested for 
yield, flavor and nutritional content 
throughout the experiment.

California lawmakers passed leg-
islation in 2016 that forced owners 

of the state’s 1.4 million dairy cows 
to cut methane emissions by 40 
percent by 2030. Dairy farmers 
have experimented with greenhouse 
gas reduction techniques such as 
methane digesters in recent years in 
hopes of finding a cost-effective way 
to comply with the new regulations.

“Results are not final, but so far 
we are seeing substantial emission 
reductions,” Kebreab said. “This 
could help California’s dairy farm-
ers meet new methane-emission 
standards and sustainably produce 
the dairy products we need to feed 
the world.”

An Australian lab found in 2016 
that making seaweed 2 percent of a 
cow’s feed could inhibiting gas-pro-
ducing enzymes and cut methane 
emissions by 99 percent. The UC 
Davis experiment is the first to test 
the theory on live animals, accord-
ing to the university.

Methane is 20 times more 
efficient at trapping heat in the 
atmosphere than carbon dioxide 
and accounted for 10 percent of 
the world’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions in 2016, according to U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
data. Domestic animal digestion and 
defecation accounts for roughly 30 
percent of all American methane 
production.

Asteroid that wiped out dinosaurs also shaped birds’ evolution
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times

Scientists studying plant life 
around the extinction event that 
killed the dinosaurs have made a 
surprising discovery: Out of all the 
birds living at the time, only the 
ground-dwelling species survived.

The finding, described in the 

journal Current Biology, reveals how 
the avian winners and losers in the 
wake of the Cretaceous-Paleogene 
extinction event shaped the evolu-
tion of all the birds we see today.

The asteroid that struck Earth 
some 66 million years ago was 
a 93-mile-wide killer rock that 
smashed into the Yucatan Peninsula 

so hard that it leveled trees within 
a 930-mile radius and radiated so 
much heat that it probably ignited 
wildfires worldwide, the study 
authors said. That’s not to mention 
the acid rain as well as the release 
of so much soot that it snuffed 
out sunlight, starving plants of the 
photons they needed to make food 

and causing significant cooling of 
the climate.

“This phase of suppressed 
sunlight, notoriously difficult to 
reconstruct, is supported by the 
proliferation of saprotrophs thriving 
on decomposing organic matter,” 
the study authors wrote.

The dinosaurs were entirely 
wiped out – except for their descen-
dants, birds, which went on to 
recover and diversify. Tiny hovering 
hummingbirds, enormous alba-
trosses, ground-dwelling ostriches, 
seafaring penguins and every feath-
ered creature in between owe their 
existence to those birds that made it 
through that extinction event.

Scientists have long wondered 
whether some birds succeeded 
while others succumbed, and what 
gave those particular survivors an 
edge. Some have suggested that 
those with toothless beaks were 
better at eating seeds and grains, 
which would have more easily 

survived in the apocalyptic land-
scape than the plants that made 
them. But previous work has shown 
that animals with toothed bills were 
still capable of seed-eating too. 
Others have pointed out that a post-
asteroid world probably favored 
smaller birds over larger ones partly 
because they’d need less food to 
survive. Such factors may have 
played a role but don’t offer a full 
explanation, the researchers said.

For this paper, an international 
team of scientists used statistical 
methods to reconstruct the ancient 
ancestors of living bird groups. They 
combined it with a study of the fossil 
plant and spore record, in an effort 
to see what survived the asteroid 
and what didn’t.

The scientists found that there 
was a spike in the amount of fern 
spores after the asteroid hit. That’s 
a telling discovery because ferns 
tend to take over when a forest 
canopy has been leveled.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

The best way to defeat debt is to avoid it
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: Somehow, I’ve managed to 
get into debt way over my head, 
and a friend of mine says I 
ought to take the easy way out, 
which (he says) would be to 
declare bankruptcy. Would this 
be wrong? - E.L.

A: I’m not a lawyer, of course, 
although I know our legal system 
does provide ways to eliminate 
debt through bankruptcy. (Cen-
turies ago, people were simply 
thrown in prison if they couldn’t 
pay their debts; I’m glad we live in 
more reasonable times!)

But I hope you won’t take this 
route unless there is no other 
way to overcome your financial 
problems. One reason is because 
I’ve known people who thought-
lessly went into bankruptcy, only 
to discover that it caused them far 
more problems than it solved. In 
other words, don’t think of it as an 
easy way out of your problems (as 
your friend suggests); that may 

not be true.
But I also hope you’ll realize 

that debts don’t simply vanish 
if we take bankruptcy. Instead, 
someone – the bank, your credit 
card provider, anyone else who’s 
lent to you - ends up losing money. 
Others pay, even if you don’t.

How can you overcome your 
problems? First, ask yourself how 
you got into debt in the first place. 
Then take practical steps to keep 
from going further into debt. Lock 
your credit cards away; get a 
realistic budget and keep it; learn 
to say “No” to things you don’t 
really need. If possible, seek credit 
counseling to help you repay what 
you owe.

Above all, turn this problem – 
and your whole life – over to Jesus 
Christ. He’ll help you discover 
what’s really important in life, and 
also help you become more disci-
plined. Jesus said, “Seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given 
to you as well” (Matthew 6:33).

Tribune Media Services 

my flight, four people hit their heads 
on low-hanging overhead bins, with 
me being the grouchiest among 
them. 

In addition to being overstuffed 
with passengers and their bulky 
carry-ons, many flights are now 
packed with pets. Seems even 
the healthiest travelers depend on 
“service” animals. 

When renting a car, I’ve 
always wondered why compa-
nies don’t provide the owner’s 
manualâ?’especially since today’s 
cars have such confusing instru-
mentation. My Volvo had a nice 
GPS screen, but the map covered 
a 500-mile swath because I didn’t 
realize that every time I adjusted 
what I assumed was the radio knob, 
I was expanding the map. 

I asked the Avis guy why no 
manual. He explained that too many 
customers steal them but then, to 
my surprise, he confided that in 
most cars Avis hides the manual 
in the trunk under the spare tire. 
Result: fewer manuals go miss-
ing, while more motorists have no 
idea how to turn on the windshield 
wipers. 

If you’re planning to vacation in 
a foreign country, remember that 
many use a 24-hour clock. My wife 
Amy mistakenly made all of our 
dinner reservations for 7:30 in the 
morning. 

Bad news on the hotel front. 
Some chains are switching to wall-
mounted soap dispensers like the 
kind in public restrooms, to avoid 
the cost of those tiny soaps. Listen, 
some of us like lathering certain 
areas with a bar of soap rather than 
with our hand. Besides, I’d hate to 
run out of little hotel bars at home 
and, for the first time in my adult life, 
have to buy soap. 

Note: at breakfast, toasters with a 
rotating wire wheel don’t accomplish 

anything on a single pass; it takes 
three times through to get a bagel 
slightly browned. Also, do-it-yourself 
waffle makers are a mess. 

Don’t bother asking the front desk 
for a newspaper, since younger 
clerks seem not to have heard of 
them. And don’t inquire at a Holiday 
Inn Express about a good local res-
taurant unless what you’re hoping to 
find is Applebee’s. 

As you head home, be aware that 

nowadays the only way to distin-
guish your suitcase at baggage 
claim is to not tie a ribbon on the 
handle. 

A list of Peter Funt’s upcoming 
live appearances is available at 
www.CandidCamera.com.

Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Opti-
mistic,” is available at Amazon.com 
and CandidCamera.com.©2018 
Peter Funt.

Are we there yet? The agonies of flying to your vacation spot
(Continued from Page 1)

DID YOU KNOW?
• Franklin D. Roosevelt and Barack 

Obama are the only U.S. presidents 
in history to be sworn in four times.

• In comedy, a strong premise and 
a drawn-out counterpoint increase 
the audience’s anticipation for the 
punchline and ensuing laughter.

• Wild orangutans have been 
observed using saws to cut tree 
branches.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER promotional calendar: Kevlar Jersey 
Night, sponsored by Target.

Going Looney Tunes
Who says high-tech baseball 

stats are a modern fad?
Egghead Jr. - the Widow Hen’s 

son - had already penciled out 
the formulas for launch angle, exit 
velocity and the like while getting 
some batting tips from Foghorn 
Leghorn - in 1954.

       One for the ages
“Rashun Robinson,” the basket-

ball star at North Dallas’ Hillcrest 
High School, turned out to be 
25-year-old Sidney Bouvier Gilstrap-
Portley, whose ruse was foiled when 
one of the coaches at his original 
high school spotted him.

Alert statisticians immediately 
changed his stated status from 
“17-year-old freshman” (what, 
that wasn’t reason for suspicion 
already?) to seventh-year senior.

        Pass the 9-iron
The wife of former U.S. Open 

champ Lucas Glover was arrested 
for attacking him and his mother 
after he missed the cut at the Play-
ers Championship.

So who bailed her out, Elin 
Nordegren?

      It’s all in the name
A man proposed to his girlfriend 

–named Marlyn – at a Marlins 
game. The man’s sister, not to be 
outdone, reportedly has a boyfriend 
in Denver named Rocky.

     High-caliber runner
This year marks the 40th anniver-

sary of Dennis “Bullet Man” Rainear 
unwittingly running the final 16 miles 
of a marathon in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., with a bullet lodged beneath 
his scalp – apparently the random 
victim of a stray shot.

Here’s guessing he probably isn’t 
a big fan of the starter’s pistol.

When will poor ol’ Floyd 
Mayweather catch a break?

The boxing champ won $101,250 
after betting $25 per hand on a 10-
hands-per-play poker machine at a 
Las Vegas Casino, TMZ reported.

Considering Mayweather’s earn-
ings have reached $1 billion in his 
unbeaten career, this is the football 
equivalent of going for two with a 
98-0 lead.

Name of the Week
From Virginia Tech’s track-and-

field team, ACC hammer-throw 
champion Emma Thor.

True to the Black & Blue
Mariners hitters have been hit by 

pitches more than any team in the 
American League.

Coming soon to the team’s 

June 16, 30
July 14, 28
9am - 3pm
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones
• People in China may be forget-

ting how to write their language by 
hand because of their reliance on the 
input methods of mobile devices.

• When an officer in China tried 
to stop an illegal street vendor from 
setting up a stall, she stabbed him in 
the neck with a stick of candy.

• Research shows that more than 
60% of jobs and 30% of business 
activities could be automated today.

• U.S. President Abraham Lincoln 
was inducted into the Wrestling Hall 
of Fame and was defeated only once 
in roughly 300 matches.

• Thomas Jefferson’s nickname 
was “Long Tom” because he was 6’ 2 
1/2” tall with spindly limbs.

• U.S. President James Buchanan 
got the nickname “Ten-Cent Jimmy” 
after he claimed that 10¢ a day was 
a fair wage for manual laborers.

DID YOU KNOW?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 ACROSS
1 Alloy component
6 Twosomes
11 Time for preparations
14 “It was you,” in a Verdi aria
15 Word on mail from Spain
16 Unit of RAM
17 King of the Hill winner
20 Repeated phrase in Kipling’s 
“Recessional”

21 Certain balloter
24 “Milk’s favorite cookie”
25 Phil Collins’ old group
26 Grilling aids
29 Bigheadedness
30 Adjust for the new tax year
31 It’s rarely paid to a car dealer
35 Large merchant ships
38 Chihuahua cheer
41 Spread all over

42 Persian Gulf island nation
46 Instrument to which an orchestra 
tunes
47 Turned down for easy reference
48 Recovery site?
52 Scholar’s motivation
56 Single
57 Make dim
58 Mello __
59 ‘60s radical gp.
60 Buttonholes, e.g.
61 Teed off

DOWN
1 “Alice” diner owner
2 Factor in MLB’s Cy Young Award
3 Quaint contraction
4 Prime minister after and before 
Churchill
5 Light bulb units
6 Edmond __: the Count of Monte 
Cristo
7 “__ Can”: 2008 slogan
8 Prado hangings
9 Like many Gallaudet College 
students
10 Prefix with gram
11 Female political refugee
12 Thin layers
13 Picnic game that can get messy
18 Piedmont city
19 Be half-asleep
21 Candle count, perhaps
22 Ask to be excused, with “off”
23 __-Cat
26 Inspiring msg.
27 Ryssdal of NPR’s “Marketplace”
28 Corner key
30 Turning meas.
31 “Cowboy Man” singer
32 Rose-rose link
33 Caesar known for being funny
34 Fore site?
35 Many moon missions
36 Make a comeback
37 Makes before deductions
38 Galley tool
39 Twist facts
40 Pull the plug on
42 Jeer leaders
43 Lago contents
44 English king who was a son of 
William the Conqueror
45 Original “SNL” cast member
47 Key above C
49 HQs for B-2s
50 Longtime Steelers coach Chuck
51 Half of sechs
53 Kind
54 N.Y. Mets’ div.
55 Word on U.S. coins
(c)2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
EAGLE  HERON  CRANE  FINCH  EGRET  ROBIN  RAVEN  GOOSE
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may 
feel driven to make your goals a 
reality in the week to come. Take 
some time out to relax during the 
holiday weekend. Once the work 
week begins again, you may be 
pressured to perform at a high level 
of efficiency.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Minor criticisms can help you make 
major improvements. In the week 
ahead, you should listen to the 
advice of others since they may 
see flaws you don’t notice. Count 
on enthusiastic support from family 
members.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Speak 
up for yourself. If you are too bash-
ful to ask for your fair share, it will 
most likely go to someone else who 
is. Family dynamics may involve 
intense issues in the week ahead, 
creating the need for a united front.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Lay out the red carpet for visitors 
and treat co-workers like family in 
the week ahead. Your willingness to 
be generous and congenial, even 
when placed under a great deal of 
pressure, is likely to win approval.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
may need a factual transfusion to 
offset fantasies and confusion. As 
this week unfolds you can avoid 
conflicts by communicating clearly. 
You instinctively gravitate toward 
those who have your best interests 
at heart.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Make the Memorial Day weekend 
memorable. It isn’t necessary to 
spend a lot of money to have a 
good time as fellowship is the key 
ingredient. A partner’s romantic 
ideas can make your time together 
heavenly.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Accept compliments and the gen-
erosity of others with good grace 
in the week ahead. Remain alert 
for unexpected assistance from a 
co-worker. Focus on ways to make 
improvements or solve a long-
standing problem.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Win 
brownie points by being diplomatic 
and tactful. Someone close may 
be preoccupied with a project. Be 
prudent with your pennies because 
you might need more money than 
anticipated in the week to come.
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: RIVER  STAND  VIOLET  RELENT
Answer: Bifocals were becoming as popular as Ben Franklin -- ENVISIONED

21): It may not pay to focus on mere 
material success. Some money-
making ideas may seem enticing 
in the week ahead, but paying the 
bills comes first. Pass up anything 
that involves cleaning out your piggy 
bank.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Loved ones might not share 
your intense ambitions as this week 
unfolds, but that doesn’t mean you 
aren’t cherished and respected. 
Remember to appreciate those who 
support you, no matter how busy 
you may be.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Pull a few strings behind the 
scenes. Use your people skills in 
the week ahead to ensure that 
group activities run smoothly. Check 
your accounts so you have a clear 
picture of exactly where your dollars 
are going.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Don’t fall for the delusion that you 
can pull off an illusion. You might 
bask in a rosy world of fantasy this 
week, but the world expects you to 
attend to business as usual. Enjoy 
holiday outings then get back to 
work.

  History of the World On This Day
               JUNE 5
In 1783 Joseph and Jacques 

Montgolfier gave the first successful 
balloon flight demonstration.

In 1933 The United States went 
off the gold standard.

In 1968 Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
was shot by an assassin and died 
the next day.

              JUNE 6
In 1844 the Young Men’s 

Christian Association (YMCA) was 
founded in London.

In 1933 the first drive-in movie 
theater opened in Camden, New 
Jersey.

In 1944 thousands of Allied troops 
invaded the beaches of Normandy, 
France, on D-Day.

              JUNE 7
In 1776 Richard Henry Lee of 

Virginia introduced a resolution in 
the Continental Congress proposing 
a Declaration of Independence.

In 1892 Homer Plessy was 
arrested for his refusal to move 

from a whites-only seat on a train. 
This led to the Plessy v. Ferguson 
Supreme Court decision.

IN 1929 Vatican City became a 
sovereign state.

              JUNE 8
In 632 The prophet Muhammad 

died.
In 1845 Andrew Jackson, the 7th 

president of the United States, died 
in Tennessee.

In 1861 Tennessee became the 
11th and last state to secede from 
the Union.

              JUNE 9
In 1870 Author Charles Dickens 

died.
In 1898 China agreed to lease 

Hong Kong to Britain for 99 years.
In 1934 Donald Duck made his 

screen debut in The Wise Little Hen.
In 1973 Secretariat won the Bel-

mont Stakes and became the first 
Triple Crown winner in 25 years.

In 1978 after 148 years, the lead-
ers of the Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-Day Saints allowed black 
men to become priests.

             JUNE 10
In 1935 Alcoholics Anonymous 

was founded by “Bill W.”
In 1942 the entire male popula-

tion of the Czech village of Lidice 
was massacred in retaliation for 
the death of Nazi official Reinhard 
Heydrich.

In 1946 Italy replaced its monar-
chy with a republic.

              JUNE 11
In 1509 King Henry VIII married 

his first wife, Katharine of Aragon.
In 1770 Capt. James Cook 

discovered the Great Barrier Reef 
off Australia.

In 1963 Vivian Malone and James 
Hood successfully enrolled at the 
University of Alabama following Gov. 
George Wallace’s famous “stand in 
the schoolhouse door.”

In 2001 Timothy McVeigh, the 
1995 Oklahoma City bomber, was 
executed.
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