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If schools are closed, and hur-
ricane season is under way, then 
it must be the start of summer.

This is around the time when, 
as a high school and college kid, I 
used to get ready to leave for the 
mountains of New Hampshire for 
three months. I couldn’t wait to get 
out of the city and breathe in that 

fresh, piney air.
I worked in a 

summer camp 
there for seven 
seasons. It 
was a dream 
job each year, 
although it 
didn’t pay all 
that much. But, 

since I wound up getting a degree 
in journalism, the low pay was 
good practice.

After spending several sum-
mers in camp as a kid, working in 
one was sort of a natural progres-
sion. Plus, it allowed me to get 
out of the city and get paid for it 
- a little.

I was on the kitchen crew my 
first year at age 16. The camp 
owner realized that we were not 
all that far away from being kids 
ourselves. He gave us a lot of 
leeway, and we were allowed 
access to all of the camp’s ameni-
ties.

Summer camp back in those 
days was expensive, but not when 
compared to current prices. The 
cost of two months in a live-away 
camp in the mountains, with 
everything included, may buy 
today’s child perhaps two weeks.

Back in those days, summer 
camp was a marathon, and the 
kids and staff formed a community 
for the entire summer. Our leader 
was the camp director, who also 

RAMBLINGS

By Joe Guzzardi
Special to The Bulletin

About four million high school 
seniors have graduated, and many  
immediately hit the pavement 
searching for summer jobs.

Overall, the labor market is 
deeply depressed, but for teens 
the outlook is particularly grim.

Unemployment in the teen 
sub-group, defined as ages 16-24, 
has been averaging about 25 
percent since the December 2007 
recession, and is the highest since 
1948. 

Hispanics and African Ameri-
cans have suffered even higher 
unemployment with black teens 
hovering near 40 percent.

Remember too that the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics doesn’t 
consider potential workers who 
have stopped looking as part of 
the labor force, and therefore 
they aren’t officially counted as 
unemployed. 

This means official unemploy-
ment rates understate labor market 
weakness. Clearly, with teen 
unemployment at astronomically 

Brazoria County clerk warns of jury duty phone scam
The Brazoria County District 

Clerk’s Office has received reports 
from people in our area receiv-
ing phone calls from individuals 
claiming to work for the local court 
system and/or a law enforcement 
agency.

These scammers are telling indi-
viduals they have failed to report 
for jury duty and there is a warrant 
out for their arrest. The victims are 
instructed to pay over the phone 
via money card or credit card to 

avoid being arrested.
This is a very well-organized and 

thought-out scam. Do not fall for it.
Rhonda Barchak, Brazoria County 

District Clerk, reported that her 
office contacts jurors only by mail; 
they do not call prospective jurors or 
those jurors that fail to show up. 

She also said that her office 
NEVER asks for credit card, debit 
card or prepaid card information 
over the telephone to pay a fine. Be 
suspicious of anyone calling and 

asking for payment over the phone 
and claiming to be from the local 
court system or a law enforcement 
agency.

While many of the victims are 
seniors, be advised this type of 
crime does not target just the 
elderly. To avoid being a victim of 
the jury duty scam, remember these 
tips:

· If you receive a phone call tell-
ing you that you have missed jury 

(Continued on Page 7)
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NOT EXACTLY SOULMATES: A man went on a blind date in 
Cleveland after being set up with a woman through the app MeetMe. 
When he went into a gas station to buy her a pint of ice cream at her 
request, she stole his vehicle along with his cell phone, which he had left 
with her because she said she wanted to use it to get on the internet.

YOU SEE, I’M NEW IN TOWN: After he rear-ended another car in 
South Euclid, Ohio, police, conducting a sobriety test, asked the driver to 
recite the alphabet. He refused, saying he “was unfamiliar with it.”

IS THERE A PROBLEM, OFFICER? A man robbed a bank in 
Kansas City, Mo., of about $8,000, but the teller stashed a small GPS 
device in the bag of stolen cash. So the robber thought he had made a 
clean getaway, and was more than a little surprised when a whole bunch 
of policemen showed up at his house.

YIKES! IT’S MY MOM! A 13-year-old boy stole a Toyota Camry, 
and was driving it down a New Jersey road when he saw his mother 
approaching in the opposite lane. He panicked and crashed into a tree.

THE MOUNTIES CALL THIS A ROUTINE ARREST: A woman, 
who broke into a house in rural Miworth, British Columbia, fled when the 
homeowner returned, and jumped onto an ice floe on the Nechako River. 
She floated about two miles downstream as a Royal Canadian Mounted 
Policeman followed her on the riverbank. The Mountie and his dog cap-
tured her when she got near enough to the shore.

EXCUSE ME, SIR, CAN I HELP YOU? A man tried to steal ciga-
rettes from a convenience store in Peterborough, England, at 3:50 in the 
afternoon after entering with nothing on. He did not succeed.

BAD NEWS, MON CHERIE: A French woman thought she won the 
lottery, and immediately went on a mad spending spree, racking up thou-
sands of dollars’ worth of purchases. But her husband became concerned 
that the lottery company was slow in sending his wife her cash, and her 
checks started to bounce all through the Haut-Doubs region of France. So 
he checked the number again. It was off by one digit.

WHEW! MISSED THAT MOOSE!  A man was traveling down a 
country road in Norway, and swerved his car to avoid hitting a moose. 
Then he hit a bear.

HE SEEMS TO BE DOING OK: A man who has been begging on 
the streets of Cornwall, England, was spotted getting into his $70,000 
luxury Audi TT in a nearby parking lot after he had spent the day asking 
people to give him money. A video of this was posted on Facebook, and 
people are now reluctant to hand over any cash to him.

THE WRONG LADY TO MESS WITH: A man stalked a woman 
before confronting her in a parking lot in Louisville, Ky., where he pulled 
a knife and tried to stab her. A violent struggle ensued, which the woman 
ended by taking a gun from her purse and shooting him in the neck. He 
then ran away.

Drivers, Class-A: We’re Grow-
ing! 100% Employer PAID Group 
Health Insurance! Hazmat-Tank End 
a Plus$$!

www.getmehomedispatcher.com
Call Tony: 855-582-4456

Information session to assist 
those seeking careers in industry

The Brazosport College Physical Sciences and Process Technologies 
Department will be hosting an Information Session to help those looking for 
careers in the chemical and refining industries.

The Information Session is scheduled for Thursday, June 16, at the BASF 
Process Technology Center on the campus of Brazosport College. The ses-
sion will run from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Area industry representatives will be available to discuss potential careers, 
such as instrument technicians, plant operators and laboratory technicians.

Admission and financial aid information will also be available. For more 
information, contact the BC Physical Sciences and Process Technologies 
Department at (979) 230-3427.

You are a high frequency stock 
trader, and I am a high frequency 
tweeter. Cool.

Angleton chamber plans Flag Day lunch, program June 14 at Veterans Park
The Stars and Stripes will be 

honored nationally on June 14 on 
Flag Day, and locally, the Angleton 
Chamber will hold a Flag Day out-
door lunch and program at Veteran’s 
Park.

It is only $10 to attend and enjoy 
a barbecue sandwich box lunch 
from Joe’s Barbecue of Alvin, which 
includes also chips, a cookie and a 

drink.
The event will be 11:30 a.m. to 

1 p.m. by the gazebo at the park, 
located at 115 Magnolia St.

State Rep. Dennis Bonnen and 
County Judge Matt Sebesta will be 
speakers, and former State District 
Judge J. Ray Gayle III will present a 
program on “Old Glory.” The pledge, 
the national anthem and prayer are 

also part of the tribute.
A memorial bench will be 

presented in honor of Sgt. Millard 
Campbell with Angleton Mayor 
Randy Rhyne and Chris Kincheloe, 
president of the Brazoria County 
Peace Officers Association, play-
ing roles in commemorating Sgt. 

Campbell.
Table sponsorships are available 

for $250 until June 10, and lunches 
can be ordered and delivered for 
$10 each when there are 10 or 
more at the same location. 

For reservations or delivery, 
please call (979) 849-6443.  
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Small is the big trend
Q. What’s the dramatic contrast 

in the housing market these days?  
Are you up on the lingo?

A. Think of ever-bigger houses 
as the major trend:  In 1900, the 
average U.S. single-family house 
was 65 square meters (700 square 
feet), jumping to 154 square meters 
(1660 sq. ft.) in 1973 and a whop-
ping 234 square meters (2520 sq. 
ft.) in 2007, says Paul McFedries in 
”IEEE Spectrum” magazine. 

 All of this has led to new words 
to accommodate the new reality: 
“monster homes” or “megahomes”; 
“bigfoot homes” for massive houses 
crammed into small lots; even 
“starter castles” for garishly large 
dwellings.

Yet this sort of conspicuous 
consumption has fostered a side 
phenomenon of “conspicuous 
austerity” with people buying teensy 
tiny houses called “microhouses” 
(under 19 square meters, or 200 
sq. ft.) and “nanohouses” (under 10 
square meters or 110 sq. ft.).  

Call it the “tiny house” movement 
advocating “small-footprint living” 
for those dedicated environmental-
ists with their “eco homes.”

As to the culprit for the gargan-
tuan growth, McFedries suggests 
it’s “likely a version of the ‘expen-
diture cascade,’ the increase in 
spending that results from con-
sumption by the wealthy, which 
triggers emulative spending by the 
next lower class, which triggers 
spending by the class below that 
and so on.”  Yet in terms of sustain-
ability, tiny housers may be showing 
the way that “small is indeed the 
new big.”

The complex roach
Q. How do cockroaches use a 

type of time-lapse photography to 
get around?

A. And that’s not all they can do:  
Some species can hold their breath 
for up to 40 minutes, eat paper 
and dried glue, or live for weeks 
without a head, says Rachel Nuwer 
in “Scientific American” magazine.  
Another of their superpowers is 
seeing in the dark by pooling light 
signals over time “like time lapse 
photography.”  

When physicists at Finland’s 
University of Oulu tested 30 Ameri-
can cockroaches under computer 
simulation of moonless nights, 
they determined the roach eyes 
absorb one photon of light every 10 
seconds.

That’s an amazingly small 

amount of light, says biophysicist 
Matti Weckstrom, but the roaches 
could see just fine, suggesting that 
“the roach nervous system pools 
information from its thousands of 
photoreceptors over time” and uses 
the summation of those signals 
to see (“Journal of Experimental 
Biology”).  Only a few other species 
can do this.

Could we humans figure this one 
out, we might have much better 
night-vision technology, Weckstrom 
concludes.

Bizarre records
Q. At Guinness World Records, 

how bizarre do things get at times 
- either with the records or their 
testing?

A. Expert at such questions 
is Guinness records tester Sam 
Mason - with a background in phys-
ics and IT - who points to a recent 
testing for the most spears caught 
from a spear gun in one minute, 
while underwater, says Cath-
erine deLange in “New Scientist” 
magazine. The record is held by 
an Australian famous for his fast 
reflexes. 

Of all the thousands of applica-
tions, only maybe 5% go on to 
break the record. A type of record 
impossible to break is being “first” 
at something, since firsts aren’t 
really breakable.

“In it for the fame” were a group 
of friends who wanted to make the 
largest wheelbarrow and ended 
up building a fully functional one 
the height of a double-decker bus, 
pulled by a tractor. 

And one of Mason’s favorites: 
the record for the highest popping 
toaster held by 10-year-old Matthew 
Lucci, who got a high-speed motor 
to spin a flywheel within the toaster. 
This ejected the toast to just over 
4.5 meters (about 15 feet). 

For Mason, one of the best 
parts of the job is that he’s able to 
explain more about the background 
of an achievement. “The record is a 
good storytelling device. 

People do love the superla-
tive, and it puts Guinness in a 
good position, being the generally 
accepted reference for all things 
superlative.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin
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Look for us on 
Facebook

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER

By Hugo Martin
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — The chairman 
of China’s biggest conglomer-
ate recently predicted that a $5.5 
billion Disney theme park opening 
in Shanghai next month would fail, 
citing a lack of innovation with intel-
lectual properties and characters.

But when that same conglomer-
ate, Dalian Wanda Group Co., 
opened a rival theme park over the 
weekend, visitors were greeted by 
workers dressed as Disney char-
acters, including Captain America, 
Snow White and Star Wars storm 
troopers.

In a statement issued Monday, 
Disney said it has had a good rela-
tionship with Wanda Group’s film 
distribution business but added:

“We are perplexed that (Wanda 
Chief Executive Wang Jianlin) would 
choose to do public battle with us, 
or attempt to undermine our busi-
ness in any way.”

In an earlier comment to Bloom-
berg News, Disney vowed to take 
action to protect its intellectual 
property rights.

“We vigorously protect our intel-
lectual property and will take action 
to address infringement,” Disney 
said in a statement to Bloomberg 
News.

It was only a week ago that Wang 
predicted that the 15 to 20 theme 
parks his company plans to build 
throughout China will outperform the 
Shanghai Disney Resort by offering 
lower prices and “constant innova-
tion.”

Over the weekend, Wanda 
Group opened the first of those 
planned parks, the Wanda Cultural 

Tourism City in Nanchang, in the 
southeastern Jiangxi province. The 
development features a theme park, 
a movie park, an aquarium, hotels 
and retail stores.

Wang compared Disney’s mas-
sive Shanghai park to a tiger that 
“is no match for a pack of wolves,” 
referring to his planned theme park.

Asked about the Disney char-
acters at the Wanda theme park, 
Wanda Group told Bloomberg News 
that the characters were “operated 
by individual stores within Wanda 
Mall. They do not represent Wanda.”

 New Chinese theme park butts heads with Disney
“The old ball game”? No kidding.
Virginia McLaurin finally attended her first major-league game last week 

at Nationals Park in Washington — at age 107. Not that MLB games drag 
on or anything, but she was already 108 by the time it ended.

Headlines
—At TheKicker.com: “ ‘King of Clay’ Rafael Nadal quits tennis to estab-

lish new line of pottery.”
—At TheOnion.com: “Michael Phelps’ fiancee gives birth to healthy 6-

pound tadpole.”
Run for home
Rookie RB Ezekiel Elliott bought his parents a house with his first Cow-

boys paycheck. Or to put it in football vernacular, they just gained an extra 
yard.

Wrong race
“Ah for the good old days,” wrote Janice Hough of LeftCoastSportsBabe 

.com, “when on Memorial Day weekend Americans who liked to watch 
complete wrecks could watch the Indy 500, instead of our presidential 
race.”

Wrong month
The Mariners have MLB’s best all-time winning percentage on Memorial 

Day. We’d be a lot more impressed if we were talking, say, Columbus Day.
Talking the talk
—Brad Rock of Salt Lake City’s Deseret News, on Illinois researchers 

discovering how to transmit high-speed wireless data through slabs of beef 
liver and pork loin: “Great, but could someone please just figure out how to 
get the Pac-12 Networks on DirecTV?”

—Reader Jim Corrigan, to the Cleveland Plain Dealer, on ex-Browns 
QB Johnny Manziel putting his house on the market: “The home includes a 
three-car garage, 3 1/2 bathrooms and a finished career.”
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: My brother has been completely disabled from birth. He gets 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI). Our grandfather died recently 
and left him a little money. Will this extra money stop his SSI ben-
efits?

A: It all depends on the amount of the inheritance. Inheritance money 
is considered income for the month he received it. You’ll have to report 
the income, and we will adjust his benefit for the month accordingly. If 
he keeps the money into the next month, it then becomes a part of his 
resources. To get SSI benefits, he is limited to $2,000 in total resources, 
although there are exceptions. Call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 
(TTY 1-800-325-0778) and report the inheritance. We’ll tell you how your 
brother’s eligibility will be affected. For more information, visit our website 
at www.socialsecurity.gov.

Q: My dad receives Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits. 
He soon will be coming to live with my brother. Does he have to 
report the move to Social Security?

A: Yes. He should report to us within 10 days any change in living 
arrangements. The change could affect his benefit. Failure to report the 
change could result in a penalty being deducted from his SSI benefits. 
Also, we need his correct address so we can send correspondence. Please 
have him call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778). Or, 
he can report the change by mail or in person at a Social Security office. 
Visit our website for more information at www.socialsecurity.gov.

Did you know?
 • The Social Security Act was signed by FDR on 8/14/1935. Taxes were 

collected for the first time in January 1937, and the first one-time, lump-sum 
payments were made that same month. Regular ongoing monthly benefits 
started in January 1940.

• As of June 30, 2013, 57.5 million people, or 18 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation, were receiving monthly Social Security benefits.



Page 6  THE BULLETIN   June 7, 2016     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

owned the place. My immediate 
superior was Chef Karl, who ran the 
kitchen. I was his potwasher.

I went to work three times a day 
and made sure that K arl had all 
the clean pots he needed. It was 
a crummy job, but the benefits 
included sailing and water skiing.

One day, Karl had his assistant 
make the soup for lunch. Some of 
the big pots he used were already 
piled up in my area of the kitchen 
when I showed up for work. I could 
tell that the vegetable soup may 
have been a bit overdone because 
a lot of it was burned to the bottom 
of the pots.

“Hey, Karl. You may want to taste 
that soup,” I yelled over to him from 
my side of the of the kitchen.

Karl yelled something back, but 
the kitchen noise drowned out most 

of it. All I could make out was shut 
something up and just do your job. 

Karl was not the most congenial 
person I had encountered up to 
then. He worked as a cafeteria cook 
on a college campus during the 
year. He spent his summers at the 
camp, cooking during the day and 
drinking at a bar a couple of miles 
down the road at night.

I let those nasty pots soak for a 
while. From the corner of my eye, 
I saw Karl take a sip of the soup. 
Then he started saying some things 
that I also could not make out. But I 
think it was profuse cursing.

The soup came off the menu. 
When lunch was over, Karl paid a 

rare visit to my side of the kitchen. 
“Hey kid, thanks for saving me,” he 
said.

“No problem,” I answered. “Glad 
to do it.” After that, Karl and I were 

buddies.
I have one more Karl story.
One day, we were getting ready 

for dinner when Vinny Degaetano 
came into the kitchen from the 
maintenance shed. He worked there 
as a helper. Let’s just say he was 
not the brightest tool in the shed.

“Hey, Karl,” he yelled as he 
entered, “Is the kitchen roof sup-
posed to be on fire?”

We all rushed over to the area 
Vinny pointed to and saw that the 
roof around the deep fryer vent was 
in flames.

“I don’t think so. It’s one of those 
days,” Karl responded calmly as 
he grabbed a fire extinguisher, 
leaned out the window and started 
to put out the flames. A couple of us 
climbed ladders and started shoot-
ing fire extinguishers at it from the 
rooftop.

The fire was out in a few minutes, 
but the jokes were just beginning. 

Instead of saying hello, or good 
morning, from then on, we greeted 

Karl by: “Hey Karl, is the kitchen 
roof supposed to be on fire?”

Enjoy the summer, dear reader, 
wherever you are.

Tales from my summer camp days as a teen include bad soup, temperamental chef and kitchen fire
(Continued from Page 1)



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   June 7, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

If you like reading 
The Bulletin each 
week, pick up an 
extra copy for a 

friend. Please let our 
advertisers know 

that you saw their ad.

service and you need to pay, hang 
up immediately.

 The courts, the district clerk’s 
office and law enforcement does 
NOT call citizens about jury duty.  
A jury summons is sent by mail 
and so is the notice if you failed to 
show up for jury duty.

· The courts, the district clerk’s 
office, and law enforcement do not 
ask people to provide personal 
information over the phone. You 
will not be asked for your social 
security number, a credit card 
number, a bank account number 

or any other sensitive information 
by anyone concerning your jury 
duty.

· The courts, the district clerk’s 
office, and law enforcement will 
NOT call citizens and tell them 
they have to pay money for miss-
ing their jury duty.  Again, any 
notice of you missing your jury 
service will come by mail from the 
District Clerk’s Office or the Court.

· If you fall victim to this scam, 
please contact your local police 
department.  If you have any 
questions relating to jury duty, call, 
(979) 864-1836.

Jury duty scam going around county
(Continued from Page 1

To support the Brazoria County 
SPCA Shoes for Shelter fundraiser, 
TDECU’s Janie Schwartz-Shaw 
coordinated an organization-wide 
shoe drive and encouraged Mem-
bers, employees and the public to 
donate gently-used shoes to their 
TDECU Member Centers. 

Janie is dedicated to living out 
TDECU’s mission of people helping 
people, and while gathering her own 
donations, she took it upon herself 
to reach out to her coworkers for 
help. 

Sparked with just a few emails 
and her unwavering compassion, 
the idea grew and TDECU was 
proud to support her efforts. She 
was able to collect over 600 pairs 
of shoes in all shapes and sizes 
to donate to the Brazoria County 
SPCA Shoes for Shelters Fund-
raiser.

“I came across this fundraiser 
specifically for animal shelters, and 
it sounded very realistic with a win-
win-win effect for our Members and 
employees, for the shelter, and for 

TDECU employee collects 600 shoes for  SPCA fundraiser
the eventual recipients of all those 
shoes. Spring cleaning your closet 
was never so easy!” said Janie 
Schwartz-Shaw, TDECU Compli-
ance Officer.

The Brazoria County SPCA, in 
partnership with WoofTrax and 
Funds2Orgs, gathered gently-used 
shoes to be redistributed to devel-
oping countries.
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Gulf Coast Scientists recently presented a $2,000 check to Brazosport College to be used toward chemical 
technology scholarships. The scholarship will assist students in making consistent progress toward a degree 
or certificate in the chemical technology field. Pictured are, from left, Norm Byrne, Kristen Schwertner, John 
Pendergast, Thomas Krienke, Daniel Benavides, Steve King, Sherrie Garrett and Willem Degroot.

Gulf Coast Scientists to assist students through scholarships

One of the images from Tula, the photographer dog who has been 
wearing a GoPro at Twin Cities dog parks. (Photo courtesy Tula) 

Canine photographer at dog park
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By Mary Chapman
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — Before settling on a 
newFord Edge SE, Cynthia Manson 
resisted sales pressure to move up 
to a trim level that had, along with 
a bigger price tag, more onboard 
technology and available options.

The lower-grade SE had suited 
her fine. Although the newly retired 
Manson could’ve afforded a more 
loaded vehicle, all she required was 
a CD player for road-trip music and 
her beloved audio books, plus a 
navigation system. 

And, remote start would come in 
handy on chilly Park Forest morn-
ings. At her age, she said, simplicity 
is best.

“I think when you have too much 
stuff, like automatic braking and 
lane departure warning, and all that, 
you begin to rely on it too much, and 
you lose your focus,” said Manson, 
70, a former bus driver for the Chi-
cago Transit Authority.

It’s hard to avoid too much 
technology. New vehicles feature an 
ever-growing array of gizmos, a lot 
of which are standard.

“The velocity of technological 
change is only going to continue 
and will accelerate,” said Joseph 
Coughlin, director of the AgeLab 
at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.

The proliferation of technology 

is confusing to anyone, not just 
seniors, which is why the National 
Safety Council recently launched 
the “My Car Does What?” website, 
which simplifies advanced safety 
features into an interactive guide. 
But seniors might stand to benefit 
the most from using such technol-
ogy.

Organizations such as AAA and 
AARP offer ways to help older driv-
ers understand technology related 
to safety, ergonomics and comfort.

For example, AAA has a list of 
recommendations including: active 
safety systems, which use cameras 
and sensors to alert drivers of loom-
ing danger; 360-degree camera 
systems, which are particularly good 
for parking; adaptive headlights, 
which swivel in the direction the 
steering wheel is turned; automatic 
crash notifications; automatic high 
beams; blind-spot warning; drowsy-
driver alert systems; keyless entry; 
adjustable steering wheels and 
pedals; power seats; and motorized 
trunk lids.

While such technology often 
is considered a convenience by 
younger drivers, it can help senior 
drivers remain safe and comfort-
able. According to AAA, nearly 90 
percent of motorists 65 and older 
have health issues that may affect 
driver safety.

The number of licensed drivers 

ages 65 to 69 rose more than 15 
percent from 1983 to 2014; for the 
70-and-older set, it rose 43.6 per-
cent, according to the University of 
Michigan Transportation Research 
Institute.

The Institute for Highway Safety 
projects that by 2030, the number of 
drivers who are at least 70 will climb 
from 30.1 million to 53.7 million.

Car manufacturers are keenly 
aware of this burgeoning demo-
graphic. General Motors, for exam-
ple, recruits individuals 60 and older 
to test its infotainment systems. 

Across town, Ford Motor uses 
a so-called “Third Age” suit to help 
engineers and designers under-
stand how physical limitations can 
affect driving. 

The Collaborative Safety 
Research Center at the Toyota 
Technical Center in Ann Arbor, 
Mich., meanwhile, has a variety of 
projects related to older drivers, 
partnering with universities and 
other institutions.

It’s difficult to measure how much 
demand is driving the onslaught of 
available technology, experts said. 
The list of top-selling models last 
year among drivers 65 and older 
by percentage share of registra-
tions, without regard to trim levels, 
included the Buick LaCrosse, 
Cadillac XTS, Lincoln MKS, Lexus 
LS and Lincoln MKT, respectively, 

according to Edmunds.com.
“There’s no safety feature specific 

for older drivers, but there’s no 
demographic that that doesn’t help,” 
said Carroll Lachnit, a consumer 
advice editor for Edmunds.com. 
“You may be a 45-year-old with 
early onset arthritis. So if you have 
trouble turning your head, blind-spot 
warning is helpful. So it’s almost 
as though, what’s the issue for the 
individual driver?”

But too much technology can 
overwhelm drivers.

That’s partly why manufacturers 
such as BMW and Mercedes-Benz 
now have teams who can explain 
to car buyers how to use new-car 
features.

For her part, for instance, a 
frustrated Manson returned to her 
dealer after failing to figure out her 
vehicle’s Bluetooth system. “I finally 
went and told the guy, show me 

how to use this, and he did. It was 
important for me to learn because I 
wanted to be able to be hands-free.”

Coughlin warned against general-
izations about older drivers, saying 
studies show a wide range of ability 
within that group. “Younger drivers 
who rely only on instruments are 
problematic too,” he said. “I’ve found 
that people who have driven for a 
while have learned how to drive and 
learned how to drive well.”

He said future vehicles are 
expected to feature an ageless, 
more personalized interface. For 
example, instead of audible warn-
ings, drivers with impaired hearing 
may choose color signals or vibra-
tion instead.

 “Apple’s iPad is a very sophis-
ticated piece of technology, but 
profoundly ageless as well,” he 
explained. “The future will deliver an 
experience that’s about you.”

Senior drivers confront confusing proliferation of new car tech that actually keeps them safer
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Face your need of Christ now, 
not on your deathbed

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Since one of the men who was crucified with Jesus turned to Him 
at the last minute and was saved, why I can’t I do the same? I’m having 
too much fun to be a Christian now, but why can’t I turn to Jesus when I’m 
about to die and still go to heaven? - M.C.

A: It’s true; when Jesus was crucified, one of the men executed with 
Him asked Jesus to save him and take him to heaven, although he was a 
criminal who deserved only hell. This was an act of deep faith on his part, 
and Jesus responded by promising to save him. He said, “Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).

But another man was also crucified with Jesus, and he refused to 
believe. Like his fellow criminal, he had only minutes to live, but instead of 
turning to Christ and asking to be saved, he mocked Jesus and refused to 
put his trust in Him, and as a result, he was lost.

How do you know which of those two you’d be? The answer is, you 
don’t. Yes, right now you think you’ll turn to Christ at the last minute, but 
will you? The further we drift away from God, the harder it is to come back. 
Sin also has a way of hardening our hearts so much that we’re unable to 
hear God’s call. This could happen to you.

Don’t gamble with your soul, and don’t be misled into thinking that the 
life you’re now living will bring you lasting happiness, for it won’t. Instead, 
face your need of Christ, and discover the peace and new life He alone 
gives. Don’t delay; the Bible warns, “Now is the time of God’s favor, now is 
the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).

high levels, the last thing they need 
is a huge influx of more labor. 

Yet, each year thousands of 
workers are added to the labor pool 
under the State Department’s J-1 
visa.

Foreign students admitted on a 

J visa as part of its Summer Work 
Travel (SWT) program work in res-
taurants, on beaches, in supermar-
kets, amusement parks and at other 
positions throughout the country 
doing jobs that American teens 
would eagerly do. 

Note: “summer” refers to the 

overseas students’ summer, not 
necessarily the U.S. June, July and 
August season. 

Defining summer so broadly 
allows foreign workers to stay into 
the winter and work, for example, at 
ski resorts.

In order to deflect criticism, the 
State Department refers to SWT as 
cultural exchange. 

But that benign descriptor hasn’t 
deceived the General Account-
ability Office, the State Department 
Inspector General or the Economic 
Policy Institute, which reported that 
the J’s biggest beneficiaries are 
corporate employers. 

For employers, the J visa workers 
provision has no prevailing wage, 
and no mandatory requirement to 
pay employee’s Social Security, 
Medicare, or federal and state 
taxes, or obligation to adver-
tise openings, even in the most 
depressed urban areas. 

The GAO weighed in that SWT 
is less oriented toward cultural 
exchange than it is work-centered 
and, as currently implemented, a 
threat to American kids seeking 
work.

Summer jobs given to overseas 
youths, a phenomena social media 
accelerated, has crowded out citizen 
kids, and is an ongoing American 
worker displacement scheme that 
the federal government shows little 
interest in correcting. 

While the short-term conse-
quences of summer unemployment 
are dire — no income to put toward 
a college education or to help out at 
home — the long-term fall-out could 
be worse. 

After years of research, Andrew 
Sum, Northeastern University Pro-
fessor of Economics and Director of 
its Center for Labor Market Studies, 
found that the more teens work, the 
more likely they are to work in the 

years ahead as adults.
Cumulative work experience in 

the teen years positively influences 
the employability, wages, and 
training experiences of these youth 
well into their early to mid-20s and 
beyond. 

Teen employment for women 
leads to lower pregnancy rates; 
for men, it correlates with a lower 
tendency to drop out of high 
school, and lessened likelihood of 
delinquent behavior. Unlike J visa 
employment, working teens gener-
ate federal and state tax revenue 
for their communities as well as for 
state and federal governments.

The unanswered question is 
why Congress ignores the negative 
effect the J visa has on America’s 
youth, and is so willing to undermine 
millions of their futures. Answer-
ing that question is hard, however, 
when no one poses it.

Joe Guzzardi ©2016 

While foreign students are receiving special work visas, our own teens face high unemployment
(Continued from Page 1)

Brazosport College Drama 
Department will be holding auditions 
for the Shakespeare in the Glen’s 
production of “The Merry Wives 
of Windsor” at 7 p.m. on Monday 
and Tuesday, June 5 and 6, at the 
Seidule Drama Theatre.

 “The Merry Wives of Windsor” is 
the first notable play in the English 
language to celebrate characters 

drawn from the middle class. It is full 
of settings that were known to mem-
bers of Shakespeare’s audience 
because it is set in contemporary 
London, not a mythical city.

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
has 25 speaking parts, of which half 
are major roles. A few of the roles 
are, Falstaff, the lover of life who 
is in search of a rich widow to pay 

his debts. Mistress’ Ford and Page 
are the wives who decide to teach 
the old fool, Falstaff, a lesson in 
manners.

Production dates are Thursday 
through Sunday, July 28 to Aug. 
7. No experience is necessary to 
participate. 

For more information, call (979) 
230-3271.

BC Drama Department to hold auditions for new production
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Who should take dietary supplements and how much?
By Barbara Quinn
The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

“Should I take dietary supplements?” is a ques-
tion much like, “Should I stop for gas?” The answer 
depends on what’s in the tank. In other words, only 
take dietary supplements if you need them.

Dietary supplements should be just that — a way to 
get the nutrients missing from our diets. Still, real food 
is the best way to get the right balance of nutrients to 
make our human machines run smoothly, say experts. 
Why? Scientists say there is a special interaction or 
synergy between nutrients and other substances in 
whole food that enhances their health effects more 
than the action of each molecule individually. And while 
toxic doses of dietary supplements can be a concern, 
it’s very difficult to overdose on nutrients from eating 
food.

There are some exceptions, however, to the rule that 
we can get all the nutrition we need from eating good 
food, say experts.

Vitamin D: Vitamin D is unique, we were told in the 
Advisory Report for the 2015-2020 Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans, because it is not present in many of 
the foods we commonly eat. It’s also different from 
other nutrients in that the primary source for obtaining 
vitamin D is not from food but from the sun. (Sunshine 
on exposed skin causes a reaction that stimulates the 
formation of vitamin D in our bodies.)

Even if we ate perfectly, our diet could still fall short 
of vitamin D, say experts. And in this world of limited 
sun exposure, dietary supplements have become a 
main source of this essential nutrient.

Calcium: If you avoid dairy foods for any reason or if 
you do not eat calcium-fortified soy or other products, you 
may need supplemental calcium.

Multivitamin/mineral: Certain individuals can benefit 
from a daily multivitamin, including pregnant women, 
women who are nursing an infant, strict vegetarians and 
vegans (whose diets are typically low in vitamin B-12, 
zinc, iron and calcium). People who have had weight loss 
surgery, such as gastric bypass and adults over the age 
of 65 (the body doesn’t process nutrients as well as we 
age) may also need a daily multivitamin.

Do you eat at least two servings of fruit every day? 
Do you eat at least 2 cups of vegetables every day? Do 
you routinely eat whole grain foods? If not, say nutrition 
experts, you are probably falling short on key nutrients, 
such as potassium, magnesium and vitamins C and E. If 
a change in diet is not in the cards, a daily multivitamin/
mineral supplement that provides around 100 percent of 
the recommended daily value can help fill the gap.

Are dietary supplements safe? They are as long as we 
don’t exceed the UL (Tolerable Upper Intake Level) set by 
the Institute of Medicine (www.nationalacademies.org).

By the way, the U.S. Department of Agriculture is in the 
midst of a project called the Dietary Supplement Ingredi-
ent Database (DSID) in which the content and quality of 
dietary supplements are being analyzed. Thus far, they 
have found that not all dietary supplements contain the 
amount of nutrient listed on their labels. Buyers beware.

Track down the info you need at the reliable Office of 
Dietary Supplements (ods.od.nih.gov).
(Barbara Quinn is a registered dietitian and certified diabetes 
educator at the Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula.)
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: CLOAK  STUNG  OUTCRY  BODICE
Answer: The electrician joined the baseball team because he - COULD “SOCKET”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): People fuel your pas-
sions. In the upcoming week you may prefer to work 
with someone close by your side. Your aggressiveness 
in social situations could ruffle a few feathers or a 
flirtatious attitude could be out of place.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Build up mental 
muscle. In the week to come you may stumble upon 
priceless information or become intrigued by a new 
interest. The first half of the week is the best time to 
make key decisions and presentations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Opposites attract. You 
may be restless when working at any job unless you 
have a congenial other by your side. As this week 
unfolds you might find that a promising relationship is 
enhanced by some playful flirtations.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You are aware that 
quick fixes aren’t always an option. Perform repairs 
around the house, or with family members, to the best 
of your ability. As this week unfolds you can rely on a 
partner to point out flaws and fallacies.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Why you are mixed up isn’t 
much of a mystery. People may hide their feelings 
or pretend to be happy when they aren’t. Hold off on 
starting any major enterprises or making a crucial 
commitment in the week to come.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In the week to come, 
perform a reality check before making major pur-
chases or considering a career, business, or job 
related change. Concentrate on finding common 
ground with others.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your restless need for 
contact with other human beings can put you in a predica-
ment. You can be overly sociable in the workplace and too 
aggressive in a social setting. Think before you act in the 
week to come.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In one pocket, out the 
other. Money might go out as fast as it comes in. In the 
week to come you should make an effort apply thrift to 
your spending habits. Overcome a lack of purpose by 
sticking to past routines.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): In the week ahead, 
those with smaller minds may try to convince you that your 
dreams are too big. Work hard, live up to your responsibili-
ties and you will prove that the naysayers don’t have a 
handle on the big picture.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Cruise the headlines 
with curiosity to cure boredom. If you hone in on subjects 
that interest you and give them devoted attention, you will 
break free from tedium in the week ahead. A busy sched-
ule requires a planner.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Put a pause on part-
ing with your pennies. As this week unfolds, you may be 
tempted to make a large purchase or to enter into a bind-
ing commitment that affects your net worth. Hold off on 
making major monetary decisions.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): The tenor of your life 
could be determined by the tone of your questions. A 
questioning attitude might be your secret weapon in the 
week ahead. Ask for advice to protect you from fantasies 
with no basis in reality.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 6: ON THIS DATE in 1944, 
150,000 Allied troops stormed the 
beaches of Normandy, France in 
World War II’s D-Day invasion of 
Europe. In 1967, the Six-Day War 
between Israel and its Arab neigh-
bors began.

June 7: ON THIS DATE in 1775, 
the United Colonies changed their 
name to the United States. In 1929, 
the sovereign state of Vatican City 
came into existence.

June 8: ON THIS DATE in 1948, 
the “Texaco Star Theater” made 
its debut on NBC-TV with Milton 
Berle as guest host. Berle was later 
named the show’s permanent host. 
In 1968, authorities announced the 
capture in London of James Earl 
Ray, suspected assassin of civil 
rights leader the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

June 9: ON THIS DATE in 1934, 
the first Donald Duck cartoon was 
shown. In 1973, Secretariat won the 
Belmont Stakes to wrap up the Triple 
Crown.

June 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1752, a kite flown by Benjamin 
Franklin was struck by lightning 
during his experiments on electricity. 
In 1984, a U.S. missile shot down an 
incoming dummy missile in space 
for the first time during a test of the 
so-called “Star Wars” program.

June 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1184 B.C., the Greeks captured 
Troy. In 1776, the Continental Con-
gress formed a committee to draft a 
Declaration of Independence from 
Britain.

June 12: ON THIS DATE 
in 1898, Philippine nationalists 
declared independence from Spain. 
In 1994, Nicole Brown Simpson 
and Ronald Goldman were slashed 
to death outside her Los Angeles 
home.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1898, U.S. 
forces landed on Cuba during the 
Spanish-American War.

This week’s question: In 
1858, who said, “A house divided 
against itself cannot stand.”?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• In 1996, a 3-year-old boy fell into the gorilla enclosure at the Brookfield 

Zoo. The child was rescued by the gorilla mother, who carried him to safety 
and cradled him until zookeepers arrived.

• When elevators fail, they typically do not plummet to the ground like in 
the movies. They go up instead, due to the counterweights.

• The Soviet Union refused to host the 1980 Paralympics, stating that none 
of their citizens had disabilities.

• The Chinese government “encouraged” the country’s tallest female bas-
ketball player to marry the country’s tallest man.Their child was Yao Ming.

• A human heart beats 100,000 times a day, 35 million times a year.
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NO CLASS SATURDAY, JUNE 11
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Did you know?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• In the German village of Fuggerei, the rent hasn’t been raised since 
1520. It costs just 88 Euro cents to live there for an entire year.

• A workout with weights can immediately enhance long-term memory.
• Facebook users are seen as more attractive if their Facebook friends are 

seen as attractive.
• Every giant panda is the world is legally owned by China and they are 

just being “leased.” Even pandas born in other countries automatically 
belong to China.

• You can buy underwear pads now to prevent your farts from smelling.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 It’s often swiped at offices
11 Censor’s target
15 Deer, e.g.
16 Leveret’s dad
17 Reminder, often
18 Largest island in the Tuscan 
Archipelago
19 Slip in a store: Abbr.
20 Quarters
21 Olympics coach Karolyi et al.

22 “Fooled ya”
24 Corn lead-in
25 Carbon compound found in 
crude oil
26 Closed up
28 Attire for filmdom’s The Mask
30 Month in el invierno
31 Terminal
32 Member of the fam
33 Tiny time div.
35 Govt. collectors

37 “Sweet!”
40 Norwegian flag feature
42 Indian bigwig
46 Intimate
48 Words to a savior
49 Breaks off
50 Naval NCO
52 Big name in shaving
53 “The Girl Next Door” co-star 
Hirsch
54 Work unit
56 Much
57 West Virginia resource
58 Lingered
60 Biblical preposition
61 Surrounded
62 High school subject?
63 Commercial success

DOWN
1 Inform
2 Start work
3 Medieval Iberian kingdom
4 Fictional giant
5 Activity
6 Venture forth
7 PowerShot maker
8 Reduce to minute particles
9 Soaks, as hemp
10 Beats Electronics co-founder
11 Rain may fall in them
12 Hammer-shaped bone
13 Pope who initiated the First 
Crusade
14 Dollhouse accessories
21 Like shortbread
23 “Blue Velvet” actress
25 Horizontal spar
27 Reason for overtime
29 Goes (for)
31 Maker of the Ultra Set trap
34 Mythical archer
36 Okinawa’s capital
37 Diamond buyer’s choice
38 Red flower created from the 
blood of Adonis
39 Digress
41 Motion backing
43 Aviation supply
44 Put in order
45 Compulsive subject of a former 
A&E series
47 Rat out
48 Grinders
51 __ Sound, part of the Salish Sea
54 Alexandrite is one of its birth-
stones
55 Gaelic language
58 Center
59 Whale __
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
GRIN  SNEER  SMIRK  FROWN  SMILE  GRIMACE
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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