
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

He owned land in Brazoria County 
and escaped the Alamo slaughter by 
being sent out to deliver a message 
for help for the defenders of the mis-
sion and fortress. Who was he?

If you read my columns, you know 
that I like to ferret out quirky connec-
tions, especially historical ones.

The connection today deals with 
Horace Arlington Alsbury, who came 
to Texas as one of Stephen F. Aus-
tin’s “Old Three Hundred” colonists, 
and received a land grant on the 
San Bernard River.

 His family survived the Alamo. He 
did also, because he was sent away 
from it to deliver a message.

19 pandemic. 
While some of these things are 

happening, I recently ended two 
months of staying at home and was 

pleasantly surprised by what I found 
as I ran errands in our county.  

Although I would like to see more 
face masks, I encountered busi-
nesses and everyday folk trying to 
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Alamo survivor 
had ties to 

Brazoria County
By John Toth
The Bulletin

The cars were backed up for 
miles trying to get to Surfside Beach. 
Everybody wanted to be there on 
this long weekend, like other three-
day weekends. That’s when many 
of the locals stay away. I am one of 
those locals.

I love the beach. It is one reason 
I have stayed down here all these 

decades. I also enjoy Surfside 
Beach, but at times like these, it is 
just not worth the trouble. The out-
of-towners take over the two-lane 
road leading to it and turn it into a 
parking lot.

When the cars extend to Buc-ees 
and then past it, I don’t even think 
about going to Surfside Beach. Gal-
veston is an option if I want a city by 
the beach. But Galveston traffic isn’t 
all that great either, even though 
Hwy.  45 can handle a lot more cars 
than the narrow road leading to 
Surfside.

On these weekends, that’s not an 
option, either. But with COVID-19 
locking us down all this time, we 
wanted to go to the beach to inhale 
that fresher, less polluted salty air as 
we watched the seagulls fly by and 
children play in the sand. We were 
ready to break out, even though the 

Ramblings

While most of us know of this beach in Brazoria County, let’s just keep it to ourselves. Why? Because this 
photo was taken on Memorial Day Saturday.

Uncle Nick: From Stalin death camp to Wall Street millionaire
By Frank Klimko
Special to The Bulletin

Uncle Nick was my favorite 
uncle. An Ukrainian escapee from 
the Stalin death camps, he was 
never really fluent in English, 
but he learned enough to make 
millions on Wall Street, then lose 
it before making it back again.

As a 10-year-old kid, Nick 
became my favorite because he 
sneaked chocolate to me and 

gave me a few bucks during our 
visits to his low-rent flat in a run-
down section of Buffalo, New York. 
It was a one-bedroom, unadorned 
apartment that always stunk of nat-
ural gas because the landlord had 
hooked up the kitchen stove wrong.

I grew up in the suburbs of Buffalo 
on a small farm. Dad worked on the 
railroad and moonlighted during the 
weekends as a horseshoer. That 
provided enough income to visit 

the ‘old neighborhood’ in Buffalo, 
where we had moved from, and 
see Nick occasionally.

He was a slight man with thin 
eyebrows that would arch them-
selves into question marks when 
he was trying to explain to me 
the intricacies of his stock-market 
picks.

“Look, see Frankie, look at this 
company,” he would say pointing 

I ventured out to run some errands and was pleasantly surprised
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

You might be under the impres-
sion, if you watched TV news, 
that everyone was flaunting social 
distance guidelines at the pool or 
the beach.

You might also have the impres-
sion that we are spending our 
time arguing over face masks. Or 
wasting time looking for villains 
rather than addressing the Covid-

reopen the economy ... and doing it 
in a safe way. 

I know passing out compliments 
is not in vogue these days, but here 
are a couple examples of busi-
nesses adjusting to the times.

I needed new tires for my van.
I had delayed getting them 

because I dreaded sitting in my 
wheelchair in a waiting room 
crowded with potential carriers of 

Learning to live 
with corona hair

Stephanie Johnson’s “Future 
mommy diaries” is not 
appearing this week because she 
became a mommy to son, Brant-
ley, and is a little busy. Congratu-
lations to her and husband David.

By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

(Editor: This was written before 
hair salons opened in Texas.)

It’s high time Americans accept 
a first-world side effect of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and I don’t 
mean those blasted directional floor 
stickers I can’t navigate in the aisles 
at Walmart. No, I’m referring to 
male-pattern corona hair.



19th century had temperatures 
0.59C higher than men today.” The 
decrease was continuous - about 
-0.03C per decade - over the entire 
timespan, so the authors conclude 
that the change is unlikely to be due 
to measurement bias. And a similar 
trend holds for women, based on 
data since 1971.

Why the decline? The authors 
speculate that it may be due to 
reduced prevalence of various 
infections. But whatever the reason, 
“humans in high-income countries 
have changed physiologically over 
the last 200 birth years with a mean 
body temperature 1.6% lower than 
in the pre-industrial era.”

Trypophobia
Q. Phobias come in many 

forms: cynophobia (fear of dogs), 
coultophobia (fear of clowns) and 
arachnaphobia (fear of spiders). 
The suffix “phobia” can also mean 
“a strong dislike,” as in “trypopho-
bia,” not officially recognized in the 
medical community and without 
any obvious threat to the afflicted 
person. Do you know its meaning?

A. It’s fear of holes, or perhaps 
not holes per se. “It might not even 
be a phobia, because research 
suggests it is triggered by disgust,” 
says David Adam in “New Scien-
tist” magazine. As urban environ-
ments become more dominated 
by patterns from tiles, bricks and 
other materials, certain of these 
patterns can be bad for the brain, 
and more people may develop 
trypophobia. “Triggering images had 
high levels of contrast repeated at 
regular, but not frequent, intervals”: 
holes, bumps, Swiss cheese, empty 
honeycombs. “Holes have shadows 
even under diffuse illumination, 
enhancing their contrast.”

Scientists are still puzzling its 
underlying reason: Is the visual 
signature contrast similar to patterns 
on some of the world’s most ven-
omous animals? Or is it the circular 
shapes on the skin or irregular 
clusters of pustules produced by 
diseases like smallpox or typhus? 

There seems to be no easy fix 
for those affected by trypophobia. 
For now, architects and designers 
can try to account for this overactive 
disgust response to certain patterns 
in their products and buildings.

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   June 9, 2020   THE BULLETIN  Page 3Page 2  THE BULLETIN   June 9, 2020     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Florence Nightingale, the 
statistician

Q. 2020 marks the 200th anni-
versary of the birth of Florence 
Nightingale, founder of the nursing 
profession and undoubtedly the 
most famous nurse in history. A 
fierce reformer and bold iconoclast, 
did you know she was a pioneering 
statistician as well?

A. Born into a wealthy British 
family and schooled in mathematics, 
Nightingale trained in a well-re-
spected German nursing school 
and served as superintendent of a 
London hospital for governesses, 
says Joshua Hammer in “Smithso-
nian” magazine. With the outbreak 
of the Crimean War in 1858, she 
was dispatched to an area outside 
Constantinople, where thousands 
of wounded and sick British soldiers 
were quartered, many of them 
wracked by frostbite, gangrene and 
typhoid fever. 

When Nightingale returned to 
England after the war, she and a 
government statistician gathered 
data from military hospitals in Con-
stantinople that confirmed what she 
had long suspected: “Nearly seven 
times as many British soldiers had 
died of disease in the Crimean War 
than in combat, and the deaths 

dropped dramatically once hospitals 
at the front were cleaned up.” With 
the findings published in graphic 
illustrations, the military improved 
hospitals throughout Great Britain, 
and Parliament voted to finance the 
first comprehensive sewage system 
for London. 

Though often bedridden with a 
war-contracted malady, Nightingale 
continued to gather data on every 
aspect of medical care, believing 
that “using statistics to understand 
how the world worked was to under-
stand the mind of God.” 

We’re cool, man, yeah
Q. Based on millions of mea-

surements from 25,000 patients, 
German physician Carl Reinhold 
August Wunderlich concluded in 
1851 that normal human body tem-
perature is 37.0C (98.6F). However, 
modern studies consistently find a 
value around 36.6C (97.9F). Why 
the difference?

A. The change is typically written 
off as measurement bias due to 
poorly calibrated 19th-century 
thermometers. But after analyz-
ing 677,423 body temperature 
readings from three different 
cohort populations spanning 157 
years of measurement, Stanford 
researcher Myroslava Protsiv and 
her colleagues (published in eLife) 
found that “men born in the early 

Even hotter?

Baywood Foods Shopping Center

CHICKEN
FINGER 
BASKET

$695

WITH
CRISPY FRIES
TEXAS TOAST

CREAM GRAVY
  Arlan's Market Shopping Center

NOW HIRING

How hot was it?
According to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the highest 

temperature ever recorded was 134.1 °F on  July 10, 1913 in Furnace Creek 
(Greenland Ranch), California, but the validity of this record is challenged 
as possible problems with the reading have been discovered. Christopher 
C. Burt, a weather historian writing for Weather Underground, believes that 
the 1913 Death Valley reading is “a myth”, and is at least 4 or 5  degrees too 
high. Burt proposes that the highest reliably recorded temperature on Earth 
could be at Death Valley, but is instead 129.2 °F, recorded on June 30, 2013.

Recent readings in Kuwait and 
Iran have also matched the 2013 
Death Valley record. The WMO 
has stated they stand by the 1913 
record of 134.1 °F, pending any 
future investigations. 

The former highest official tem-
perature on Earth (held for 90 years 
by ‘Aziziya, Libya) was reassessed 
in July 2012 by the WMO, which 
published a report that invalidated 
the record. 

There have been other uncon-
firmed reports of high temperatures, 
with readings as high as 152.2 °F 
in the Flaming Mountains of China 
in 2008. 

However, these temperatures 
have never been confirmed, and are 
currently considered to have been 
recorder’s errors, thus not being 
recognized as world records.

Either way, that’s a hot day.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

PLUS, THE COURT THINKS YOU GUYS ARE IDIOTS: A man 
in Montreal, who lost a $517,000 bet on three games of “rock, paper, 
scissors,” took out a mortgage on his house to pay up. But the Quebec 
Court of Appeal ruled the debt invalid, because for a wagering contract 
to be valid, it must be related to activities “requiring only skill or bodily 
exertion on the part of the parties,” rather than to chance. Furthermore, 
the amount wagered must not be excessive.

WOULD YOU LIKE ANOTHER DEPOSIT SLIP, SIR?: A man 
was arrested for drug possession after he accidentally deposited two 
bags of cocaine along with his cash at the drive-thru lane of a bank in 
Jefferson County, Colo.

OH, DIDN’T YOU GET MY EMAIL, BABE?: A news anchor was 
broadcasting live from his home in Spain when an undressed woman 
walked by behind him and was seen by his viewers. The woman is a 
fellow television news reporter who is not his girlfriend. The guy said he 
broke up with his girlfriend several days ago, but the girlfriend said that 
she was not aware of this.

FIRST OF ALL, MA’AM, IS HE EXAGGERATING ANYTHING 
ELSE?: A woman went on a Reddit relationship site to get advice on how 
to get her boyfriend to stop exaggerating his height. She says that she 
is 5’7”, and he is an inch or two shorter, but he keeps claiming that he is 
5’11”.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE 'EXHIBIT A'?: A man admitted to 
police that he used underwear he stole from laundromats to set house-
fires in Fond du Lac County, Wisc. And he told arresting officers that he 
was wearing women’s panties while they were interviewing him.

OH, NO! NOT LITTERING, TOO!: A man was arrested in 
Primghar, Iowa, at 5:30 a.m. for operating a vehicle without the owner’s 
consent, second-offense, possession of methamphetamine, possession 
of drug paraphernalia and driving without a valid driver’s license. Because 
he threw his meth pipe out the window, he was also charged with littering.

O.K., WE’RE BACK, WISE GUY: Police detectives, on a drug 
investigation, came to a house in Palm Coast, Fla, where they found a 
welcome mat at the front door that read “come back with a warrant.” So 
they did. Drugs were found. Charges are pending.

MOUSTACHE OR NOT, HE'S A HAIRY DRIVER: A moustached 
23-year-old man was arrested for drunk driving after he got into a fistfight 
with another motorist in Clearwater, Fla. Six days later, after shaving off 
his moustache, he was lugged in once again for DUI because he was 
driving into oncoming traffic in the downtown area.

THERE GOES HIS SHOT AT “EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH”: 
A man called in a fake bomb threat from his workplace in Wellington, Fla., 
because he was having a bad day and wanted to get out of work.

THAT WAS FOR ANOTHER PANDEMIC, SIR: A man has been 
seen walking around the village of Hellesdon, England, for about two 
weeks, dressed as a 17th Century Bubonic Plague doctor -- a black cloak, 
hat, and pointed beak-like mask – terrifying children but amusing some 
adults. Police said they would like to give him “some words of advice.”

SURE THING, PAL, HOP IN: An 18-year-old man in Tampa, Fla., 
called 911 because he needed a ride. The police showed up and gave 
him a ride … to jail.

  AND, WHEN HE DOES RETURN, MILLIONS WILL 
REJOICE: A woman tried to purchase a car at a Jacksonville dealership 
with a bad check. The salesman figured this out when she signed it, “Mrs. 
Jesus Christ.” She said her “husband” would be there the following week 
to pick up the vehicle.

to the agate type in the finan-
cial newspapers. “That’s a good 
company. That will be worth lots of 
money some day.”

Nick pushed a broom around one 
of the automobile-stamping plants in 
Buffalo during the day, but he would 
study the financial columns at night. 
That fact that he was alive to study 
those figures was something of a 
miracle.

After the end of World War II, 
the death camps created by Soviet 
dictator Joseph Vissarionovich 
Stalin, began to empty. They were 
part of Stalin’s attempts at Ukrainian 
extermination. 

Survivors were given an expe-
dited route to U.S. immigration, and 
our family sponsored Nick, largely 
because his last name was Watach, 
which was my mom’s maiden name. 
It’s a wonder he survived. 

He was skin-and-bones, 86 
pounds, and very sick when he got 
to Buffalo. When I asked mom what 
was wrong with him, she just said 
“everything.”

So Nick was not a real uncle, but 
we called him that as part of our 
tradition of an extended nuclear 
family. You don’t have to be blood to 
be family.

I only learned of the death camp 
connection, and his immigration, 

when I asked mom about his 
strange tattoo on his forearm; it was 
in blue ink and was a long row of 
numbers. 

She said that was his concentra-
tion camp ID number, which usually 
also indicated where you were in 
the line for the execution chamber. 
It was only much later that I real-
ized that he was not a prisoner of 
Hitler’s Nazis, but of Stalin.

Determined to make a better 
life for himself than what the auto 
plant could provide, and driven 
by a Ukrainian sense of stubborn-
ness, Nick taught himself the stock 
market. 

He would study small compa-
nies, whose stock was cheap, and 
buy them in the hopes of reaping 
big rewards when their prices 
exploded. I guess he would be 
called a day-trader today, but back 

then he worked through a stock 
broker.

Nick took me and mom to the 
stock-broker’s office in downtown 
Buffalo one Saturday. The broker 
was there, and he talked to us 
about Nick.

“Son,” he said to me, “I don’t 
know what kind of crystal ball your 
Uncle Nick has, but I wish I had one 
just like his.”

As I got older, the trips to see 
Uncle Nick were gradually replaced 
by high school baseball, girls and 
plans for college. As I was get-
ting ready to go to college, as a 
gift, Nick gave mom a substantial 
number of stock certificates in my 
name that were eventually worth 
some money years later when I 
cashed them in.

After making millions in the 
market, he lost it in a crash in the 
early ‘70s. Undeterred, he made 
it all back again before sickness 
and old age took him years later. 
He never had the tattoo removed. 
I think he considered it a badge of 
honor that he survived. 

He never moved from the stinky 
apartment, although he could easily 
afford it.

Only later, I realized that Nick 
was a living example of how you 
really can be anything you want to 
be.

Uncle Nick survived death camp, thrived in  capitalism
(Continued from Page 1)

(Frank 
Klimko is a 
northern Virginia 
writer, who 
lived in Texas 
in the 1980s 
in Port Arthur 
and Hunts-
ville. He can 
be reached at 
inkman5150@
gmail.com.)

HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
3-7 PM DAILY

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

979.297.3449
636 Dixie Drive, Clute, TX 77531
M-F 8am-6pm & Sat 8am-1pm

 

Email: franksdixiemeats@cs.com

Se Habla Español
Prices Good Thru 06-10-20

CURBSIDE PICKUP & FREE DELIVERY
AVAILABLE IN BRAZOSPORT AREA

PLEASECALL TO ORDER

Serving Brazoria County 
for Over 39 Years

$9995 NOW HIRING

T-Bone Steaks ...Lb. $11.99

Ribeyes ................Lb. $12.99

Bacon............... 10 Lb. $26.95

Collard Greens....... #10 Can $6.89

$2595

DISCOUNT PRICES
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

Homemade Ground
Chuck Patties
20 • 1/4Lb. or 15 • 1/3Lb. or 10 •  1/2Lb

#1 Cut Pork Bones .....Lb. $1.19

Ox Tails ..........................  Lb. $6.99

#1 Light Pork Ribs ....Lb.  $3.69

Chicken Wings.. 40 Lb. $95.65

Chicken Leg Qtrs. 40Lb.$25.99

Cut Turkey Necks...... Lb. $1.69

Smoked Ham Hocks.Lb. $2.29

Ground Chuck............Lb. $5.99

Cut Turkey Necks...... Lb. $1.69

Jumbo 

4lb. Tenderized Round Steak
3lb. Boneless Sirloin Steak
3lb. T-Bone Steak
2lb.Boneless Swiss Steak
4lb. Roast
2lb. Ground Chuck
2lb. Pork Chop

20-Lb.
Special

#3 - 20 POUND
CHOICE BASKET

$13990

Special Pricing for Churches
& Restaurants

Link on Stick 25 Cnt$33.95

Chopped BBQ 5Lbs. 43.95

Basa .........15 Lb. Case $53.95

Oil....................... 35 Lb. $23.40

Clean & Cut

Fresh

Special

Prices Good Thru 06-16-2020
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Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree 
that advertising in The Bulletin is good 
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timing wasn’t right.
Which is why we went to the 

“secret beach.”
All the locals know what I am 

talking about, but I dare not use 
the name of the beach for fear that 
it will become too well-known by 
outsiders, and the even-narrower 
roads leading to it will become 

crowded as well.
This beach does not have any 

cars backed up. There is no traffic 
jam. There is plenty of space for 
social distancing. There are no 
stores, no restaurants, no bars.

There are lots of lawn chairs, 
blankets, canopies and beach 
umbrellas. Couples and families 
walk their dogs, fly kites and wade 

in the warm Gulf of Mexico, while 
children dig in the sand.

It’s not for everyone, definitely 
not for young people who want to 
party like a rock star. Those days 
were fun, but I don’t do stuff like 
that anymore. I have traded all that 
in for a bench, a bottle of water 
and a walk along the shoreline.

“We went to our secret beach. 
No traffic mess and plenty of 
room,” I bragged on Facebook.

I tried to take and post photos 
that would not give away its 
location, but one of them included 
a landmark that was a dead give-
away to most locals.

“I like your secret beach. It has 
always been my favorite local 
beach, too,” responded a friend.

“I recognize that 'secret beach'! 
Best-kept secret on the Gulf 
Coast,” said another.

I hope it stays that way, I 
responded.

All you people who know what 
beach I am writing about, you are 
now sworn to secrecy. Not a word 
about this jewel. If I find out that 
you gave away the location or the 
real name of our secret beach, I 
will personally go to your house 
and yell at you.

It is our duty as locals to make 
sure that few if any outsiders 
learn of this place. This should 
remain our get-away beach. It is 
our alternative to enjoy the Gulf 
shoreline and stick our feet into 
the water without having it run 
over by frustrated Houstonians 
who were waiting two hours to get 
on the beach. That doesn't happen 

at this beach, though, not at our 
secret beach.

I have an idea. Why don’t we 
refer to this place from now on 
only as the secret beach? I know 
it is not really a secret, but the 
less we use the name in print, the 
fewer people will become aware 
of it.

Yeah, it's selfish. I know that. In 
this case, though, it's justified.

So, I went to this secret beach 
during a three-day weekend.

 No hassle, no traffic, no waiting 
to get in. I walked up and down 
the secret beach and enjoyed it for 

about two hours before returning 
home, about the same amount of 
time it took for those poor Housto-
nians to get on Surfside Beach.

 We won’t even talk about how 
long it took them to get off of it.

I relaxed, took pictures, stood 
in the water barefooted (that’s 
about how far I get in these days) 
making sure that the bottom of my 
shorts didn’t get wet. I said hello to 
some people (from a distance).

Shhh. This is our secret. Loose 
lips sink - not ships, but whatever 
rhymes with lips and means secret 
beach.

The  ‘secret beach’ has served us well for a long time
(Continued from Page 1)

the coronavirus. After weeks in 
self-quarantine at home, I didn’t 
want to risk exposure to the virus 
over a couple of tires. 

Sound paranoid? It comes with 
good reason. I have a disability that 
resulted from a bout with the flu -the 
regular kind. For reasons that still 
aren’t quite clear, my antibodies not 
only attacked the virus, but also my 
spinal cord, leaving me paralyzed. I 
worry about catching the flu again.  
Who knows what would happen?

But as the economy began to 
reopen, I couldn’t wait for tires any 
longer. 

I called a tire dealer in Pearland 

and explained my medical situation.  
He said if I made an appointment, I 
could get the new tires without ever 
leaving the car. 

I have no idea how common such 
service is, but that is exactly what 
I needed and what happened. All 
the employees I spoke with through 
the car windows wore masks. There 
was even a plastic bag for my credit 
card so fewer hands touched it. 

I left with new tires and more 
confidence that, somehow, we 
would all get through this pandemic.

The next stop, a few days later, 
was my dermatologist’s office. I had 
postponed various appointments 
with other doctors, but I needed to 

keep this one.
A few days before the appoint-

ment, an e-mail arrived with 
instructions for my visit. The derma-
tologist’s practice was cutting back 
on the number of patients it was 
seeing each day in order to keep 
proper social distance in the waiting 
room. 

I was instructed to call the office 
from my cellphone upon arrival.  I 
would be told if I should come into 
the office or wait in the car until 
there were fewer people in the 
waiting room. 

It turns out I was allowed into 
the waiting room right away. There 

were fewer chairs, and they were 
arranged in a way that patients 
would keep the proper social 
distance.

We had to fill out a questionnaire 
about potential exposure to the 
Covid-19. What was remarkable 
about the visit is how normal it 
seemed. Everyone – doctors, 
patients and staff – wore masks. I 
heard no complaining or whining.  

Judging from other e-mails, my 
other doctors are following similar 
procedures. Good for them.

A special compliment closer to 
home. We had a washing machine 
quit in April and a well-stocked 
refrigerator went kaput in May. It 
was like the virus had infected our 

household appliances. 
Try going a week without a refrig-

erator during a pandemic when 
all the restaurants are closed or 
offering limited service.

Kelly, my wife, was able to buy 
replacements for both appliances 
and have them delivered in the 
middle of the pandemic lockdown.

The new fridge replacement even 
has a computer screen. Hopefully, I 
can figure out how to use it so I can 
post a note telling her what a lucky 
guy I am. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Tires, appliances don’t realize there is a pandemic going on
(Continued from Page 1)

Free virtual classes to help 
memory-impaired now registering
Beginning Thurs., July 2, the Gathering Place will offer virtual 

classes three mornings each week to people who have been diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, frontotemporal, or vascular 
dementias.  

Goals of the new program, CompU.Talk, developer Brenda Maust 
said, are to slow cognitive decline and improve short-term memory and 
mood in a format that is stimulating and fun for the student.

Six weeks of classes will be offered Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thurs-
days from 10 a.m. to noon beginning July 2. Subsequent six-week 
sessions start Aug. 24 and Oct. 12.

Included in the curriculum are current events, exercise, music, art, 
and memory retrieval activities. In numerous studies, the individual 
topics have all been found to be effective in delaying symptoms of the 
diseases, Maust explained. 

The activities that lower risk factors for Alzheimer’s are the same for 
slowing progression of the disease at any stage, Maust said.

Instructors include Cheryl Tiertowidjojo, certified Qi Gong teacher; 
Barbara Bennett, speech therapist; Janice Bell, teacher and Alz-
heimer’s life coach; and Eloy Hinojosa, elder advocate. Supporting 
CompU.Talk behind the scenes are Dale Libby, Jeannette Reed, Peggy 
Krampota, Janet De Leon, and Maust.

Classes are free, limited in size, and all materials are provided at no 
cost. Applicants must register in the Gathering Place program, be able 
to read and write, and provide a doctor’s diagnosis. They must also 
have a computer or a hands-free device with a camera and micro-
phone. In most cases, Maust said, they will also need a caregiver who 
will help them access the virtual classroom via Zoom each morning.

“CompU.Talk is a direct response to the COVID-19 crisis,” Gathering 
Place CEO Dale Libby said. “But as people have experimented with 
virtual get-togethers, they have experienced the ease and convenience 
of communicating that way. We expect CompU.Talk to become a 
permanent Gathering Place program, joining Brain Camp, Meta Camp, 
the Alzheimer’s Awareness Project, Early Stage Coaches, and our 
congregation-based socials.”

For more information about CompU.Talk classes, contact Maust at 
(979) 849-5051.



We’re All In This TogetherWe’re All In This Together

Gina Renee's

Catering

OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ARE BACK!
CHECK OUT FACEBOOK FOR THE

MENU EACH WEEK

Let us do the cooking tonight!
Contactless meals available for pick-up at

2 Hemlock Pl. in Angleton

Texas Girl with Cajun Flair

979-864-9675
ginareneescatering@gmail.com

Search "GinaReneesCatering"

Maintain at least 6 
feet distance between 

yourself and anyone who 
is coughing or sneezing
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Angleton Chamber of Commerce helps 
tie the community back together

The Greater Angleton Chamber 
of Commerce started a campaign 
called “Back in Business & Better,” 
and they are helping tie the com-
munity back together. They are 
helping members by giving them 
tips on how to prepare to re-open, 
putting out a sign and doing a 
ribbon tying to symbolize that they 
are back in business. They also 
started an online gift card program 
that allows guests to purchase 
gift cards from their members. To 
purchase a gift card online, go to 
https://bcgiftcards.com/. For more 
information, contact the chamber 
at (979) 849-6443.

BASF donates $30,000 to Brazosport 
Cares Food Pantry

United Way donates to Dream CenterGirl Scout cookies put to good use

Because of COVID-19, Girl Scout Troop 27018 was unable to sell their 
cookies. Instead, they decided to donate them to the Lake Jackson Police 
Department.

Angleton police help out with birthday
Birthday parties are 
not possible during 
the pandemic, but  
5-year-old Tesla of 
Angleton received 
a surprise visit 
from three Angleton 
Police Department 
officers.

Port Freeport’s TACF goes virtual
For 20 years, Port Freeport has 

proudly hosted the annual Take-A-
Child Fishing Tournament (TACFT) 
with the support and generosity of 
sponsors and volunteers. 

To protect the health and 
safety of the community, the 20th 
Annual TACFT will be held virtually 
throughout the month of June. 

Port Freeport’s website has a 
dedicated page (www.portfreeport.
com/tacft2020) highlighting this 
year’s sponsors, details regarding 
online registration and tournament 
rules. 

In addition, the webpage gallery 
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COLOR

Alsbury, with two of his brothers, 
received title to one and a half sitios 
(leagues) of land in Brazoria County 
(where Bernard Acres, Rio Vista, 
and Ernie’s Acres are today) on 
Aug. 3, 1824.

He was active in the Texas Revo-
lution, both writing and volunteering 
for military service.

In late August 1835, he published 
a handbill in Columbia warning the 
“people of Texas” of Santa Anna’s 
plans to drive Anglos out of Texas. 
He was also at the siege of Bexar 
(Nov. – Dec. 1835).

In January 1836, Alsbury married 
Juana Gertrudis Navarro Perez. 
Juana was the niece of, and reared 
by Juan Martin de Veramendi 
(then vice-governor of Texas) and 
his wife in the Veramendi Palace 
in San Antonio. Her cousin and 
adopted sister, Ursula Veramendi, 
was married to Jim Bowie.

In the first hours after Santa 
Anna’s troops placed the Alamo 
under siege on Feb. 23, 1836, 
Ursula brought Juana and her 
immediate family to the outpost, 
thinking that they’d be safer there.

 That same morning, after 
Horace Alsbury learned of the Mex-
ican Army’s presence, he left his 
wife and family at the Alamo and 
rode from there as one of the first 
messengers sent out by William B. 
Travis. 

Juana Alsbury remained at the 
Alamo during the siege and final 
assault by the Mexican forces. She 
nursed Jim Bowie, but because his 
typhoid fever was contagious, she 

was moved to a safer room. It was 
protected by two men who were 
killed by Mexican soldiers.

Juana and her young son from 
her previous marriage (she was a 
widow) were among the very few 
Alamo survivors. After the battle, 
they moved to her father’s house.

 On March 3, Alsbury was in 
Gonzales with other Texas volun-
teers after failing to contact James 
W. Fannin’s division for reinforce-
ments for the Alamo.

Alsbury, who was fluent in Span-
ish and often called "Horatio" or 
Dr. Alsbury, went on to fight in the 
Battle of San Jacinto and was one 
of five men who captured Mexican 
General Santa Anna when he tried 
to escape. He then served as a spy 
for the Texans as they pushed the 
enemy south into Mexico. After the 
war, he moved his family to Cala-
vero Ranch on the Goliad Road in 
present-day Wilson County. 

The Congress of the Republic of 
Texas recognized Horace Alsbury 
for his service as a major in the 
infantry and as an interpreter for 
the post of San Antonio de Bexar. 
He received a land grant south of 
San Antonio near present-day Von 
Ormy, Texas, and continued his 
service to Texas until dying in 1847 
during the U.S-Mexican War. 

Though Alsbury did not end up in 
Brazoria County, the first piece of 
Texas he owned was a land grant 
in this county.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

He survived the Alamo because they sent 
him out with a message: Get reinforcements

(Continued from Page 1)

At the risk of sounding like a 
narrow-minded, shortsighted, male 
chauvinist invasive feral swine, the 
closure of hair salons during the 
COVID-19 pandemic has been a 
source of anxiety mainly for the 
fairer sex. (Dang! There I go again!) 
But for men with profuse scalp 
shrubbery like mine, the angst has 
been every bit as severe.

Unlike the barren belfries of my 
fellow kind-of-getting-oldish dudes 
whose follicles have long since 
been liberated, my melon is still at 

maximum occupancy. But rather 
than following the example of Brad 
Pitt’s or Keanu Reeves’ studu-
lar locks, my dome loaf refuses 
to grow in a stylish downward 
trajectory. Instead, it’s as if my 
hair is constantly turned on - and 
refuses to be cool about it. Not only 
that, but it expands at a rate that 
makes my friends suspect I’m on a 
Rogaine IV drip.

Normally, I discipline my unruly 
shag by visiting the salon for a 
good hedge trimming once every 
two weeks. But I haven’t had my 

hair “did” since Dr. Fauci and the 
Curve Flatteners started rockin’ the 
house. So now I basically have a 
rabid wolverine sheltering in place 
on my skull. And no amount of 
Consort Extra Hold spray can tame 
this savage beast.

Some of you might be wondering 
why I haven’t asked my wife or one 
of my three daughters to get out 
the pruning shears and give me a 
homemade hack job. But based on 
my behavior for the past 30 years, 
I’m reluctant to invite any of them 
to wield a sharp-edged instrument 
within the vicinity of my face and 
neck.

There’s also the option of just 
shaving it all off, but my baldscape 
would probably resemble the 
rugged lunar surface due to an 
unfortunate physical altercation I 
had with my big brother over the TV 
remote when I was in high school 
- while he was wearing his unnec-
essarily massive class ring. (That’s 
what I blame it on, anyway, to make 
him feel guilty - which he doesn’t.)

Besides, my untamed pelt has 
kind of grown on me - literally. Sure, 
it doesn’t flow gracefully in the 
breeze like soft corn silk, but I’ve 
gotten used to the way it undulates 
atop my coconut like a luscious 
meringue when I walk.

Because my hair has devel-
oped a personality of its own, I’ve 
decided to call it Hank. I’m not sure 
why. It just seems like a Hank.

Hank the shaggy hair has taken over my scalp during outbreak You may have heard that in my 
home state of Texas, the governor 
has allowed salons and barber-
shops to re-open in an attempt to 
make his constituents look less like 
a huge tribe of Wookies. My own 
stylist, however, is waiting a bit 
longer before she resumes taking 
appointments. She told me she 
needs more time to evaluate the 
COVID-19 situation in our area, 
but I think she’s just afraid to face 
Hank.

And I don’t blame her. Hank can 
be a little scary until you get used to 
him. Recently, Hank woke me up in 
the middle of the night, startling me 
out of my sleep as he explored my 
ear canals. In my hazy dream state, 
I was afraid there might have been 
a colony of murder hornets nesting 
in my aural cavities, but then I 
realized it was just Hank. And I felt 

oddly comforted - like an old friend 
was tickling my lobules. (Weird-I 
know.)

So for now, I’ll try to enjoy the 
time I have left with Hank, watch-
ing him grow up - and out. Who 
knows? Maybe I’ll keep Hank, or at 
least a version of him. But probably 
not. My head is hot and heavy. My 
neck hurts.

At some point, I’ll have to give 
Hank his freedom. He is a wild 
animal, after all. (At least he looks, 
acts and sometimes smells like 
one.)

Until then, I’ll give Hank the 
same words of encouragement I’ll 
give you.

“We’re all in this together!”
(Graves is an award-winning 

humor columnist from East Texas. 
Contact Graves at susanjase@
sbcglobal.net.)

(Continued from Page 1)

Virgin rocket fails after launch from 747
Bloomberg News (TNS)

Billionaire Richard Branson’s 
Virgin Orbit said a crucial test of its 
two-stage, orbital rocket system, 
designed to rival that of Elon Musk’s 
SpaceX for satellite launches, 
ended the mission shortly after 
releasing the rocket from the plane.

A Boeing Co. 747, named 
Cosmic Girl, took off recently from 
the Mojave Air and Space Port in 
California carrying beneath it Virgin 
Orbit’s LauncherOne rocket over 
the Pacific Ocean. About an hour 
later, the plane released the rocket 
in what Virgin Orbit called a “clean” 
release. Three minutes later, the 
company said the mission had 
ended shortly into the flight.

There have been more than 20 
previous tests, including one earlier 
this year carrying the rocket, but 
this was meant to be the first time 
LauncherOne had been ignited. 
Earlier, Virgin Orbit described the 
test as “the apex of a five-year-long 
development program.”

“We’ve confirmed a clean release 
from the aircraft. However, the 

mission terminated shortly into 
the flight,” the company tweeted 
Monday. “Cosmic Girl and our flight 
crew are safe and returning to 
base.”

The company’s ultimate goal is 
to use its rockets to launch small 
satellites into space, competing 
with ground-based launches, such 
as those from Space Exploration 
Technologies Corp.

The Virgin Orbit test comes at 
a critical time for Branson, as the 
coronavirus pandemic weighs heav-
ily on his leisure and travel assets.

The Virgin Australia airline fell into 
administration last month, and Virgin 
Atlantic pitched to about a dozen 
potential investors last week as the 
U.K. government drags its heels 
over an emergency bailout.

Branson’s Vieco 10 investment 
company also recently offloaded 
about 2% of its stake in a separate 
space company, Virgin Galactic 
Holdings Inc., as the billionaire looks 
to support his broader business 
empire. Virgin Galactic is trying to 
pioneer space tourism.

Space exploration’s next frontier: Remote-controlled robonauts
By Shiho Takezawa
and Hiromi Horie
Bloomberg News (TNS)

As Japan’s second female 
astronaut to fly up in the Space 
Shuttle Discovery, Naoko Yamazaki 
didn’t expect to spend a quarter of 
her time dusting, feeding mice and 
doing other menial jobs.

It can cost more than $430 million 

a year to keep an astronaut in orbit, 
according to a 3-year-old startup 
called Gitai Inc. It’s only possible to 
keep humans alive in outer space 
because of the money and effort 
poured into ensuring their safety. 
One way to bring down the cost 
and risks is to send an avatar — a 
remotely controlled robot.

“There’s a need for robots that 

can help us,” Yamazaki, 49, said. 
“Eventually, we should be able to do 
those tasks remotely or have them 
take over altogether.”

As NASA opens up the Inter-
national Space Station to private 
businesses and embarks on the 
Artemis mission to send astronauts 
back to the moon, there’s a growing 
recognition of the need to keep 

spending under control, even as 
space-exploration projects grow 
increasingly complex.

That’s where avatar technolo-
gies come in. Like a drone pilot, an 
operator equipped with wraparound 
screens or a virtual-reality headset 
will be able to move mechanical 
arms or an entire robot from far 
away. The building blocks already 
exist; the trick is to bring them 
together with software to make it 
all work. That’s one reason why the 
space robotics market is projected 
to reach $4.4 billion by 2023.

“Avatar technologies will advance 
our opportunity for research 
in space tremendously,” says 
Anousheh Ansari, the first Muslim 
woman to go into space. With the 
right technologies, “we can actually 
have the best of both worlds” of 
robots and human curiosity, intelli-
gence and interactivity, she said.

Sho Nakanose, chief executive 
officer of Tokyo- and San Francis-
co-based Gitai, is betting he has the 
right solution. 

He’s developing a robonaut 
that can be operated from Earth, 
handling tasks that normally would 
require an astronaut to go into 
space.

“We’ll see an era in which 

humans will be working in space, 
not just going to space,” Nakanose 
said. “We want our robots to create 
bases for Blue Origin and SpaceX.”

A former system engineer at IBM, 
Nakanose left to launch a technol-
ogy startup in India, and he built 
robots on the side for fun. Even-
tually, he decided that machines 
purpose-built to work in space had 
the potential to become an import-
ant business in an industry where 
travel costs are sky-high.

Commercial launch provider 
Space Exploration Technologies 
Corp., or SpaceX, founded by Elon 
Musk, built its business to bring 
down the cost of space travel. 
Rockets by the Hawthorne, Califor-
nia-based company cost less than 
$60 million per launch to low-Earth 
orbit, compared with more than 
$400 million for a typical launch.

The company also is working to 
slash the cost of sending humans 
into space and eventually establish-
ing bases on the moon and Mars.

Competing with him is Amazon.
com Inc. founder Jeff Bezos, whose 
own Blue Origin space company is 
developing its own reusable rockets 
to send people into space, with a 
long-term goal of building orbiting 
colonies around Earth.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
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tell you, that would be a major 
score.

Too much help
The NCAA fined Nebraska’s 

women’s gymnastics program and 
put it on probation for exceeding 
the maximum number of allowable 
coaches.

Observers figured something 
was amiss when four assistants 
cracked heads rushing to spot a 
Husker on the high bar.

Just wondering
With stay-at-home orders in 

effect during the NFL draft, wasn’t 
every lineman technically an inte-
rior lineman?

Dixie coup
SEC schools produced a record 

15 NFL first-round draft picks this 
year.

In a related story, the conference 
just renamed its divisions the AFC 
and NFC Southeast.

Tweet of the Week
“Just realizing that the Packers’ 

current QBs are A-Rod & J-Lo.” — 
@AndyHermanNFL, after Green 
Bay drafted Jordan Love to back up 
Aaron Rodgers.

Out of the running
U.S. sprinter Deajah Stevens 

has been provisionally suspended 
for being unavailable for drug 
testing.

In other words, you can hide but 
you can’t run.

Revisionist history
The Pistons weren’t bad sports 

for not shaking hands with the Bulls 
after Chicago ended Detroit’s two-
year title run in 1991.

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

And a smirking emoji text 
from Bill Belichick lands on 

Bruce Arians’ cellphone
Rob Gronkowski probably won’t 

be guest-speaking at a Tampa Bay 
Mensa meeting anytime soon.

Not after the fun-loving tight end, 
traded to the Buccaneers on April 
21, posted a picture of himself hold-
ing his new playbook — a team-is-
sued Microsoft Surface tablet.

“It’s still in the package and 

hoping it is all pictures and draw-
ings,” he wrote. “I’m pumped to 
open it one day hopefully soon and 
follow the arrows to learn where to 
run to.

“Gronk run Gronk catch ball. No 
playbook needed. Hehe.”

Heading for pay dirt
The Canadian Football League is 

seeking federal assistance — $30 
million immediately and potentially 
$120 million more — in the wake of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

As any hard-core CFL fan could 

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menu subject to change. No 
dine-in. Take-out and delivery 
available. 

Wednesday, June 10: Mex-
ican casserole, cauliflower, pinto 
beans, slaw, cornbread, dessert.

Thursday, June 11: Oven-
fried chicken, buttered noodles, 
zucchini & tomatoes, turnip greens, 
watermelon, garlic toast, dessert.

Friday, June 12: Hamburger 
patty, Boston baked beans, corn 
on the cob, lettuce & tomatoes, 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

potato salad, hamburger bun, 
dessert.

Monday, June 15: Chicken 
pot pie, spiced apples, carrots, 
pears & cottage cheese, sliced 
bread, dessert.

Tuesday, June 16: Brisket, 
gravy, creamed potatoes, green 
beans, fruit salad, rolls, strawberry 
shortcake. 

Meals on Wheels available, call 
before 9:30 a.m. Low-salt/sugar 
meals available, call before 8 a.m.

Q: I grew up an orphan and 
was taught many different reli-
gious beliefs. Now that I am an 
adult, I’m more confused than 
ever and cannot seem to sort 
out the truth. There are many 
religions that worship different 
Gods than the God of Christianity 
who promises to never leave His 
followers. Do other Gods promise 
their followers constant compan-
ionship? How can I know if Jesus 
is really the right God? - D.K.

A: When it comes to promises, 
it’s interesting to contrast God’s 
words with religious and philo-
sophical leaders. When Socrates 
was about to die, one of his disci-
ples mourned that he was leaving 
his followers orphans. 

The leaders of the world’s 
religions were unable to promise 
that they would never leave their 
followers. Jesus said: “I will not 
leave you as orphans; I will come 
to you” (John 14:18).

The Bible is filled with prom-
ises from the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, who said, “He who 
believes in Me, believes... in Him 
who sent Me.... I have come as 
a light into the world... I have not 
spoken on My own authority; but 
the Father who sent Me... I and 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Christianity carries the truth of redemption
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

My Father are one” (John 12:44-
49, John 10:30).

What distinguishes Christianity 
from all the religions of the world? 
It carries the truth of redemption 
by the death of our Savior for 
our sins on the cross; it carries 
the fact that Christ rose again. 
Religion can be anything. But 
true Christianity is God coming to 
mankind in a personal relation-
ship, and this is where His prom-
ise is certain, “I will never leave 
you or forsake you” (Hebrews 
13:5). He is the One and only God 
(Isaiah 45:5). Trust in Him today.

No, the Bad Boys were simply 
ahead of their time when it came to 
social distancing.

Stat of the Week
“Jameis Winston has completed 

10 career passes to Saints players. 
Taysom Hill has completed 7.” — 
@MasterTes.

Just for kicks
The Chiefs released punter 

Dustin Colquitt after 15 seasons, 
but that’s not the worst part.

Rumor has Patrick Mahomes 

gets to go for it on every fourth 
down next season.

Rerun for the Roses
Secretariat was a 7-2 favorite to 

beat out Citation (4-1) in a “virtual” 
Kentucky Derby race pitting the 13 
Triple Crown champions televised 
on NBC.

Next up for desperate TV view-
ers: 2012 Usain Bolt, 2008 Usain 
Bolt and 2016 Usain Bolt finish 
1-2-3 in a simulated race pitting 
Olympic 100-meter champions.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

you have a goal in mind, it may 
be difficult to stop thinking about 
it. Avoid any relentless quest for 
now, as this may offend friends or 
partners who feel left out of the 
equation. Be energetic but not 
headstrong this week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In 
the week ahead, keep your sights 
fixed on achieving major long-
term goals even when new ideas, 
desires and distractions crop up. 
Don’t accept vague answers or ask 
misleading questions when money 
is involved.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your 
head might not understand what 
your heart already knows. At some 
point during the upcoming week, 
you might realize that one of your 
best ideas was a mere fantasy. 
Don’t take a casual flirtation too 
seriously.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Your warmth and friendliness are 
potent tonics best used in small 
doses as this week unfolds. Focus 
on finding long-term solutions to 
temporary financial problems. Don’t 
be too proud to ask for advice or 
guidance.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Keep your temper on a tight leash 
in the week ahead even when it’s 
tempting to let it loose. You may 
be happiest when working as a 
team with some friendly people, 
but be discreet and avoid being too 
playful.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): If 
you can’t win a war of wits, you 
may try to compete with your 
wallet. In the week ahead, you 
may consider casually spending 
money just to prove a point. Avoid 
the temptation to please others no 
matter the cost.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Handling fast-paced activities and 
results-driven people may deplete 
your storehouse of social skills in 
the week ahead. Take a second to 
look at bills, emails and proposals, 
as you might miss the fine print.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): To 
make money, sometimes you must 
spend money. However, during the 
upcoming week you might notice 
that expenditures outweigh the 
benefits. You may suffer from an 
illusion that you are in total control.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Once 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You probably know best 
when it comes to handling your 
resources as this week unfolds. 
Some people may urge you to 
spend today and pay tomorrow, 
but you have a long-term vision of 
prosperity to bank on.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Your generosity knows no 
bounds, but someone else may 
count on that. A co-worker or 
acquaintance may inadvertently 
cause you financial hardship. In the 
week ahead, remember “neither a 
borrower nor a lender be.”

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Someone in your intimate circle 
could rub you the wrong way 
during the week to come. Abrasive 
individuals in the workplace could 
put you on your guard as well. 
Don’t take criticism personally but 
see the lesson.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Staging an intervention in an 
effective way may require all your 
diplomatic skills and your gentlest 
management. You may find your-
self dealing with anger issues in 
the week ahead.

June 9
1931 - Robert H. Goddard 

patented a rocket-fueled aircraft 
design.

1934 - Donald Duck made his 
debut in the Silly Symphonies car-
toon “The Wise Little Hen.”

1943 - The withholding tax on 
payrolls was authorized by the U.S. 
Congress.

1999 - NATO and Yugoslavia 
signed a peace agreement over 
Kosovo.

June 10
1903 - Binney & Smith Company 

began developing a product line 
of wax crayons. The product was 
named Crayola.

1924 - The Republican National 
Convention was broadcast by NBC 
radio. It was the first political con-
vention to be on radio.

June 11
1919 - Sir Barton became the 

first horse to capture the Triple 
Crown when he won the Belmont 

Stakes in New York City.
1927 - Charles A. Lindberg was 

presented the first Distinguished 
Flying Cross.

1937 - Soviet leader Josef 
Stalin began a purge of Red Army 
generals.

June 12
1812 - Napoleon’s invasion of 

Russia began.
1901 - Cuba agreed to become 

an American protectorate by 
accepting the Platt Amendment.

1937 - The Soviet Union exe-
cuted eight army leaders under 
Joseph Stalin.

1939 - The National Baseball 
Hall of Fame and Museum was 
dedicated in Cooperstown, New 
York.

June 13
1789 - Ice cream was served to 

General George Washington by 
Mrs. Alexander Hamilton.

1825 - Walter Hunt patented the 
safety pin. Hunt then sold the rights 

for $400.
1922 - Charlie Osborne started 

the longest attack on hiccups. He 
hiccuped over 435 million times 
before stopping. He died in 1991, 
11 months after his hiccups ended.

June 14
1954 - U.S. President Dwight D. 

Eisenhower signed an order adding 
the words “under God” to the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

1989 - Former U.S. President 
Reagan received an honorary 
knighthood from Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth II.

June 15
1911 - The Computing-Tabu-

lating-Recording Co. was incor-
porated in the state of New York. 
The company was later renamed 
International Business Machines 
(IBM) Corp.

1919 - Captain John Alcock and 
Lt. Arthur W. Brown won $50,000 
for successfully completing the first, 
non-stop trans-Atlantic plane flight.

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Rodent Templeton in “Charlotte’s 
Web,” for one
4 Provide with more than enough
11 Miner’s target
14 Flightless bird
15 Memorable Greek shipping 
magnate
16 Aggravate
17 Bake sale confections made with 
root veggies

19 Finish off
20 Chance for a hit
21 Asia’s __ Darya river
22 Cornstarch brand in a yellow-
and-blue container
23 Chair or bench
24 Shine-minimizing makeup layer
27 Harmonious
29 Scare
30 Soon-to-be grads.
31 Vanity cases?

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
HAITI  CHINA  INDIA  KENYA  CHILE  LIBYA  ITALY  NEPAL

33 Plagues
34 Wireless networking protocol
36 Degenerate, like Agnew’s snobs
39 Apt name for a Dalmatian
40 Mil. academy
43 Black, in Bordeaux
44 Like the flame at Arlington 
National Cemetery
46 Pop’s pop
50 Vacation site you might sail to
51 Painter Magritte
52 Managed care gp.
53 Follow, as advice
54 “Fear the Walking Dead” network
55 Driver’s alert about an infant, 
and a hint to what can precede 
both words of 17-, 24-, 34- and 
46-Across
58 Peace symbol
59 Central Texas city
60 Bestow, to Burns
61 Chemical suffix with benz-
62 Cut at an angle
63 Always, to Poe

DOWN
1 Finds new players for
2 One who plays without pay
3 Wrapped headdresses
4 Chimney residue
5 Colony insect
6 Tic-toe filler
7 Father of Jacob and Esau
8 Words on a volunteer’s badge
9 Highway headache
10 Half a figure eight
11 Late in arriving
12 Substance used for chemical 
analysis
13 Obtains via coercion, as money
18 Part of APR
22 Knee-deep (in)
24 Bach work
25 Therapeutic plant
26 Prince Siegfried’s beloved, in 
“Swan Lake”
28 Like pool tables
32 Ave. crossers
33 Swag
34 Suisse capital
35 Newspaper page with views
36 Personalize at the jeweler’s
37 Work site supervisors
38 Bride-to-be
40 Performing in a theater
41 Dieter’s unit
42 Thin
45 Man who “wore a diamond,” in 
“Copacabana”
47 Abu __
48 Realm of influence
49 Holmes’ creator
53 Still sleeping
55 “Kapow!”
56 “__ the land of the free ... “
57 SSW’s opposite
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Jumbles: SWIFT  SHIFT  ADVENT  BRAZEN
Answer: He lost after going “all in” and had to give his wife the -- FIRST-HAND NEWS
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Intensive gardens need less space, care

HEALTH AND HOME

Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
Can face masks help prevent 

the spread of coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19)?

Yes, face masks combined with 
other preventive measures, such 
as frequent hand-washing and 
social distancing, help slow the 
spread of the disease.

How do the different types of 
masks work?

Surgical masks:
Also called a medical mask, 

a surgical mask is a loose-fitting 
disposable mask that protects the 
wearer’s nose and mouth from 
contact with droplets, splashes 
and sprays that may contain 
germs. A surgical mask also filters 
out large particles in the air. Sur-
gical masks may protect others by 
reducing exposure to the saliva 
and respiratory secretions of the 

mask wearer.
At this time, the Food and Drug 

Administration has not approved 
any type of surgical mask specif-
ically for protection against the 
COVID-19 virus, but these masks 
may provide some protection when 
N95 masks are not available.

N95 masks
Actually a type of respirator, an 

N95 mask offers more protection 
than a surgical mask does because 
it can filter out both large and small 
particles. The name indicates that 
the mask is designed to block 95% 
of very small particles. 

Cloth masks
While surgical and N95 masks 

are in short supply, cloth masks are 
more accessible and reusable. A 
cloth mask is worn to help protect 
others in case the wearer has the 
virus. 

But wearing a cloth face mask will 
lose any value unless it’s combined 
with frequent hand-washing and 
social distancing.

Cloth masks are cheap and 
simple to make. Instructions are 
easy to find online. Masks can be 
made from common materials, such 
as sheets made of tightly woven 
cotton. The CDC website offers 
directions for no-sew masks made 
from bandanas and T-shirts. Cloth 
masks should include multiple 
layers of fabric.

Cloth face masks should be 
worn in public settings where social 
distancing measures are difficult to 
maintain, such as in grocery stores, 
especially in areas of significant 
community-based transmission.

• Place your mask over your 
mouth and nose.

• Tie it behind your head or use 

ear loops and make sure it’s snug.
• Don’t touch your mask while 

wearing it.
If you accidentally touch your 

mask, wash or sanitize your hands.
• Remove the mask by untying 

it or lifting off the ear loops without 
touching the front of the mask or 
your face.

• Wash your hands immediately 
after removing your mask.

• Regularly wash your mask with 
soap and water in the washing 

machine. It’s fine to launder it 
with other clothes.

Finally, here are a few face 
mask precautions:

• Don’t put masks on anyone 
who has trouble breathing, or is 
unconscious or otherwise unable 
to remove the mask without 
help.

• Don’t put masks on children 
under 2 years of age.

• Don’t use face masks as a 
substitute for social distancing.

than


