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The Houston Astros are making it 
easy to be a fan this year. At press 
time, they were leading their division 
and were the best team in baseball. 
And when you read this, they’ll still 
be leading their division and will still 
be the best team in baseball.

It’s been a long time coming. I 
have stumbled through some pretty 

awful seasons 
and did my best 
to help the team, 
but the good 
times are here. 

Admit it now. 
Some of you 
went to Astros’ 
games when 
they were losing 

more than 100 games a season 
just to see the other teams. The 
Astros were forgettable, a bad team 
that had no chance for a winning 
season, or even at being .500.

I have done my best to help them 
become better. I attended a few 
games, preferably on Friday nights 
so that I could also see some amaz-
ing fireworks after the game. 

In 2015, I attended games on 
days other than Friday, sacrificing 
the fireworks and watching that 
incredible dome open right in front 
of my eyes, with all the humidity 
pushing in, replacing that cool, dry, 
air-conditioned air.

I did it because every time I 
attended an Astros game, they won. 
I considered it my duty to sit in the 
stands and make sure that they had 
a successful season. It was hard 
work, but  someone had to do it.

Then they started sliding, and I 

RAMBLINGS

BY Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

Let’s start with a riddle.
Read the following poem and 

see if you know what the poet 
is talking about (or, in this case, 
talking to). Don’t be put off by 
the fact that it’s a poem. It’s all of 
32 words long, so it’s not like I’m 
asking you to read the Odyssey.

“White sheep, white sheep / 
On a blue hill, 
/ When the 
wind stops / 
You all stand 
still.  / When 
the wind 
blows  / You 
walk away 
slow.  / White 

sheep, white sheep, / Where do 
you go?”

Now, if you guessed the writer 
was actually referring to sheep 
you’ve somehow missed the con-
cept of a riddle.  Not to mention a 
metaphor.

Christina Rossetti was talking 
about clouds, which people 
seemed to pay more attention 
to in her era than we do now.  
Remember “I wandered lonely as 
a cloud …” by William Word-
sworth?

Those two poets lived in a time 
when people would look at the 
sky as they might look at a paint-
ing or a sculpture. They gazed 
at its beauty, and counted it as 

THE WORDSMITH

Look up in 
the sky and 

imagine

The Clarion is jazzing it up for free on Tuesdays in June
The Clarion at Brazosport Col-

lege is pleased to introduce its 
newest series, Jazz in June, which 
will feature intimate jazz concerts 
throughout the month of June.

Jazz in June is a new Jazz 
Listening Room style series of jazz 
concerts held in the Clarion lobby 
and will feature musicians from the 
Brazosport and Houston areas.

The Jazz Listening Rooms 
Series will run every Tuesday in 

June, with shows starting at 6 p.m. 
The Clarion lobby will be trans-
formed into an intimate jazz club 
setting. Hors o’deuvres and bever-
ages will be served.

Each Jazz Listening Room ses-
sion will focus on a different style 
or topic in jazz. The first session on 
June 6, “Jazz Saxophone Icons,” 
will feature Warren Sneed, direc-
tor of jazz studies at Houston’s 
High School for the Performing and 

Visual Arts (HSPVA) and a highly 
regarded saxophonist.

Warren will explore the music 
of jazz saxophone legends Lester 
Young, Charlie Parker, Sonny Rol-
lins and others.

Admission to the Jazz Listening 
Room series is free, and no tickets 
are required.

For more information, call the 
Clarion Box Office at (979) 230-
3156.

Juneteenth events planned at Bates Park in Angleton
Plans are being made for a 

Juneteenth celebration in Angle-
ton on Monday, June 19.

The event will be centered at 
Bates Park off of Highway 35 
and will feature Nooney and the 
Zydeco Floaters from 5:30 to 8 
p.m.

There will be family activities at 
the park during the day, including 
inflatables and face painting for 
children, a DJ, food booths, a Mr. 
and Mrs. Juneteenth contest, talent 
contest and free watermelon. 

The day will kick off with a 
parade for which participants will 

line up at 12:30 p.m. in the Pizza 
Hut shopping center.

For general information or non-
food vendor booths, please email 
Cora Mack at cora.mack@att.net. 
For parade information, please 
call Charles Johnson at (979) 
233-4785.
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Did you know?

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. 

Tuesday.
Our 23rd year of publishing!

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

 CANDY CAPER GETS STICKY! When three teenagers broke 
into a theme park near Toronto and stole some candy, the watchman 
reported a burglary in progress, prompting police to deploy a heli-
copter with an infrared camera and a canine unit to hunt them down. 
They were caught cowering under a tree. Police said the teens were 
“remorseful” and “scared out of their minds.”

OK, I KNOW THIS LOOKS BAD: A 25-year-old man was 
arrested for drunken driving after he crashed into a graveyard in 
Putnam, Conn. He was wearing a T-shirt that said, “Hold My Beer And 
Watch This.”

WELL HELLO THERE, YOUNG FELLOW, WHAT CAN I DO 
FOR YOU? An 8-year-old boy took his 4-year-old sister and drove 
to the local McDonald’s in East Palestine, Ohio, in their father’s van 
because they were hungry for a cheeseburger. Police said the boy 
“looked up videos on YouTube on how to drive.” He was apprehended 
when he tried to make his purchase at the drive-thru window.

OH, DUUUUDE, NOOOO! Police in Gulfport, Miss., seized 109 
pounds of marijuana during a routine traffic stop. Officers said the 
weed was brought to the city to enhance college kids’ celebration of 
spring break activities.

NOT SO FAST, BUB! A man snatched a woman’s purse in Port St. 
Lucie, Fla., and almost immediately ran right into the arms of a police 
officer as he tried to flee the scene.

THE OCEAN WAS CALLING ME: A man ate two lobsters 
and drank 17 vodka oyster shorts and six Coronas at a restaurant 
in Surfer’s Paradise, Australia, and then ran into the ocean to avoid 
paying the bill. Police on jet skis roared into action and brought him in.

HERE’S MY NUMBER - CALL ME:  A man whispered inappro-
priate and suggestive comments into the ear of a woman who worked 
at Target in Roswell, Ga. He then tried to force himself on her but 
retreated when she resisted his advances. He was caught because he 
filled out a customer comment card and signed his name on it before 
he left the store.

PATHETIC PYTHON SENT TO WILDLIFE REHAB: A python 
which was kept by criminals as a guard in their meth lab in Sydney, 
Australia, became addicted to the drug after absorbing fumes and 
particles in the air. The snake was seized in a raid and was said to be 
“totally on edge, jittery, slithering and wanting to strike.” Police said it 
was “very aggressive” and exhibited “erratic behavior.” The serpent 
was sent to a facility for rehabilitation.

LET’S SEE HOW YOU LIKE THIS PRISON: Three people 
were arrested for breaking into an abandoned prison in Guelph, 
Ontario. They were taken to a prison that is fully staffed and function-
ing.

I DON’T KNOW HOW THAT GOT IN THERE, OFFICER: A 
man, who came to court in Somerville, N.J., to answer a bail-jumping 
charge, was arrested when police frisked him and discovered that he 
had marijuana in his pocket.

  Open
Sundays 
5:00-9:00 

for the
Summer!

• An Austrian airline claims to 
have the world’s shortest interna-
tional flight—a 20-minute, 13-mile 
plane trip from Switzerland to 
Germany.

• 350 years after the Mona Lisa 
was painted, a critic wrote a book 
about what it looked like—only then 
did it become famous in the art 
world.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

NAUTICAL VOCABULARY 
Q. Ahoy, all you “logophiles” 

(word lovers) out there:  Can 
you explain the nautical nature 
of “jettison,” “jury-rig,” “offing,” 
“pinchgut,” and “slush fund?”

 A. “Jettison,” meaning to cast 
off something unwanted or bur-
densome, originally comes from 
throwing goods overboard to lighten 
a ship in distress (earliest docu-
mented use 1426), says Anu Garg 
on his “A.Word.A.Day” web site.  
“On a sailing ship, a ‘jury-mast’ is 
a temporary mast, rigged when the 
original is damaged or lost,” so to 
“jury-rig” is to fix temporarily using 
whatever is available.  And some-
thing “in the offing” means  “in the 
near future”; “in nautical use, ‘offing’ 
is the part of the sea visible from 
the shore but beyond anchoring 
ground.”

The compound word “pinchgut” 
might suggest being miserly, and in 
fact it originally referred to “some-
one who didn’t give enough food 
to a ship’s crew.”  Finally, a “slush 
fund,” as you may know, is estab-
lished for illegal activities, especially 
in business and politics.  But did 
you also know that in a ship’s galley, 
“slush” was refuse fat?  Thus, a 
“slush fund” was money raised 
from the sale of slush to buy small 

luxuries for a ship’s crew.
 BEE POWER

 Q. How are researchers help-
ing Kenyan and other African 
farmers get the local elephants 
to “buzz off” and leave the crops 
alone?  This classic confronta-
tion leaves farmers as well as 
pachyderms dead in its wake.

A. By exploiting the big beasts’ 
natural fear of bees, says John R. 
Platt in “Scientific American” maga-
zine.  Supported by the Elephants 
and Bees Project of “Save the 
Elephants,” farmers are building 
wire bee fences that are strung with 
hives.  According to “Conserva-
tion Biology,” “the buzzing fences 
have kept out 80% of the elephants 
that have approached them.”  (A 
lot of elephant and human lives 
have been spared in the process.)  
“These special barriers also provide 
locals with revenue from honey,” 
says project leader Lucy King.

An altogether different approach 
is that of “Air Shepherd,” which 
uses the buzzing sound of drone 
quadcopters to trick elephants into 
thinking bees are in the area and 
thus chase them away from crop 
fences.  One drone has the capacity 
to move a herd of 100 elephants.
ASTRONOMICAL LAND LOSS 

Q. In the late 1600s, French King 
Louis XIV complained that he was 
losing more territory to his astrono-

mers than to his enemies.  What, by 
Jove, did he mean?

A. In 1610, using a primitive tele-
scope, Galileo discovered several 
of Jupiter’s moons. Io, the closest, 
orbits the planet very regularly, 
about once every 1.8 days. Anyone 
observing Io from anywhere on 
Earth sees it eclipsed by Jupiter at 
the same time. So observations of 
Io allow accurate synchronization of 
time measurements between distant 
places.  For example, if one had the 
expected eclipse times for Paris, 
then these could be compared 
to local eclipse times to estimate 
longitudinal distance from Paris. In 
fact, this was the most accurate way 
of estimating longitudinal distance in 
the 1600s.

King Louis XIV, seeking to make 
his country the world leader in sci-
ence, commissioned astronomers to 
use measurements of Io’s eclipses 
to improve the map of France, says 
Tyler Nordgren in “Sun, Moon, 
Earth: The history of solar eclipses 
from omens of doom to Einstein 
and exoplanets.”  “It was the most 
accurate map ever produced up to 
that time, and it revealed that many 
roads and distances were actually 
shorter than had been believed.” 
Ergo: France was smaller than had 
been believed!
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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There is no such thing as healthy, safe tan, whether UV rays come from sun or tanning bed
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Tanning beds are not safe, and 
there aren’t any that don’t damage 
the skin. Your daughter is smart to 
avoid tanning beds and choose a 

spray tan instead to get the look she 
wants for prom.

Tanning beds have been around 
for many years, and some people 
believe using them to get a tan is 

safer than exposure to sunlight. 
That is simply not true. Exposure to 
ultraviolet, or UV, radiation damages 
your skin, whether the exposure 
comes from tanning beds or natural 

sunlight.
The type of UV radiation emit-

ted by most tanning beds is called 
UVA. It prematurely ages your 
skin, causing wrinkling and age 
spots. UVA exposure also raises 
the risk for skin cancer, including 
melanoma, the deadliest form of 
skin cancer. According to a study 
from researchers at the University 
of North Carolina, roughly 263,000 
skin cancers occurred in the U.S. in 
2015 that were attributable to indoor 
tanning bed use.

Because of the health dangers, 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion now requires all tanning beds 
to carry a warning label stating that 
people under 18 should not use 
them. Several states have passed 
laws against children and teens 
using tanning beds. Many derma-
tologists would like to see tanning 
beds outlawed for children and 
adults alike, nationwide.

Another common misconception 
about tanning beds is that using one 
prior to a tropical vacation to get 
what’s sometimes called a “base 
tan” will protect against sunburn 

once a person reaches the sunny 
destination. Again, there’s no basis 
in fact here.

Using a tanning bed before you 
spend a lot of time in the sun just 
means you’re exposing yourself to 
more UV radiation. The best way to 
prevent sunburn on a sunny vaca-
tion is to use a broad-spectrum sun-
screen with a sun protection factor, 
or SPF, of at least 30, and reapply it 
often. For the best skin protection, 
couple sunscreen with a broad-brim 
hat, and wear sunglasses and other 
sun wear such as sun-protective 
clothing.

The bottom line is that there’s no 
such thing as a healthy tan, unless 
it’s an artificial tan that comes from 
a spray or lotion. The spray tan your 
daughter opted for is a fine choice. 
The active ingredient in spray tans 
and other sunless tanning products, 
such as lotions and creams, is the 
color additive dihydroxyacetone. 
When applied to the skin, it reacts 
with dead cells in the skin’s surface 
to temporarily darken the skin and 
simulate a tan. The coloring typically 
wears off after a few days.
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Study finds skin cancer on the rise
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
ROCHESTER, Minn. — New 

diagnoses for two types of skin 
cancer increased in recent years, 
according to a Mayo Clinic-led team 
of researchers.

Their paper, published recently 
in Mayo Clinic Proceedings, uses 
medical records from the Rochester 
Epidemiology Project to compare 
diagnoses of basal cell carcinoma 
and squamous cell carcinoma 
— both nonmelanoma skin can-
cers — between 2000 and 2010 
to diagnoses in prior years. The 
Rochester Epidemiology project is a 
medical records linkage system and 
research collaborative in Minnesota 
and Wisconsin.

The researchers report that, 
between 2000 and 2010, squamous 
cell carcinoma (also called cutane-
ous squamous cell carcinoma) 
diagnoses increased 263 percent, 
and basal cell carcinomas increased 
145 percent. 

They compared the 2000-2010 
period to two other segments 
of time: 1976-1984 and 1985-
1992.Women 30-49 experienced the 
greatest increase in basal cell carci-
noma diagnoses; whereas, women 
40-59 and 70-79 experienced the 
greatest increase in squamous cell 
carcinomas.

Men had an increase in squa-

mous cell carcinomas between the 
first and second time period studied 
(1976-1984 and 1985-1992), but 
experienced a slight decline in the 
2000-2010 period. 

However, for basal cell carcino-
mas, men over 29 showed similar 
increases in diagnoses in the 2000-
2010 period than the two earlier 
periods.

“We know that the sun and some 
artificial sunlight sources give off 
skin-damaging ultraviolet, or UV, 
rays,” says Christian Baum, M.D., 
a Mayo Clinic dermatologist and 
the study’s senior author. “This skin 
damage accumulates over time and 
can often lead to skin cancer.

“Despite the fact that sunscreens 
and cautionary information have 
been widely available for more than 
50 years, we saw the emergence 
of tanning beds in the 1980s, and 
tanning — indoors or out — was a 
common activity for many years.”

Although Baum notes that tan-
ning has slowed, tanning beds 
still exist, and beaches will never 
be empty. But what people should 
remember is that the damage accu-
mulates, he says, and “eventually 
those blistering sunburns of your 
youth and hot, reddened skin, and 
peeling shoulders of your adulthood 
can add up to one or more skin 
cancers.”
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Amazon Wants You: Retail giant turns to military vets as it looks for management talent
By Angel Gonzalez
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Rick Nielsen, a former U.S. 
Navy captain, was just a few 
years ago at the helm of the USS 
Kearsarge, an amphibious assault 
ship designed to help Marines 
stake out beachheads on hos-
tile shores. When deployed, the 
vessel’s crew could reach some 
1,700, and carry about 2,000 
Marines onboard.

Now, the 51-year Nielsen, who 
retired from the Navy in December, 
has joined a different type of army: 
Amazon.com, where he’s leading a 
team of about 70 people at a fulfill-
ment center in Columbus, Ohio.

He’s one of the first cohorts of 
former military leaders to embark 
on a fast-track leadership program, 
similar to the one Amazon has cre-
ated for grads from top business 

schools. It’s expected to put him 
on a path toward the top ranks at 
the e-commerce giant’s ballooning 
empire.

Nielsen says the leadership 
skills he fine-tuned in his 29-year 
Navy career apply at Amazon too. 
“It’s the same people,” he said. 
“They have a smiley-face logo 
instead of a Navy uniform.”

Launched in January 2017, 
Amazon’s Military Leaders pro-
gram is the company’s latest effort 
to bring veterans into its fold. It’s 
a popular cause — many compa-
nies, from Starbucks to Microsoft, 
do it. A year ago, Amazon commit-
ted to hire 25,000 veterans and 
military spouses over the next five 
years (Amazon says it has already 
hired “thousands” but won’t give 
more details.)

But this program represents 

an interesting twist. It seeks to 
directly leverage the leadership 
skills acquired by officers and cut-
ting-edge specialists in the military 
forces to give structure to its fast-
growing logistics operations.

“When they come to Amazon, 
they’re super-successful, they 
have a bias for action and have 
proven their ability,” says Rachel 
Lessard, a former nuclear subma-
riner who is now a recruiter for the 
Military Leaders program.

The program is modeled after 
a similar track within Amazon’s 
logistics unit for graduates from 
MBA programs, which puts young 
hires on an accelerated course 
for promotion. Dave Clark, the 
senior vice president for worldwide 
operations and customer service 
at Amazon, is one of 844 people to 
have gotten their start through that 

so-called Pathways program.
In the Military Leaders program, 

recently hired former military 
staffers start out as “area manag-
ers” — each Amazon warehouse 
has dozens — who coordinate the 
assembly of customers’ orders. At 
this point they oversee between 50 
and 200 people.

Once they nail down the basics, 
which Amazon expects to occur 
after six months, they can become 
operations managers at a ware-
house — meaning they oversee 
area managers, a role they’re 
expected to hold for a year and a 
half.

They progress to senior opera-
tions managers, and after four to 
five years, they become the gen-
eral manager of the warehouse, a 
job that can oversee thousands.

Lessard says that Amazon plans 

to hire 75 former military staffers 
into this program this year, and 
150 in 2018.

So far five, including Nielsen, 
have started working, and another 
14 have accepted offers. They’re 
being deployed in warehouses 
from Spartanville, South Carolina, 
to Dupont, Pierce County. Accord-
ing to MWPVL, a consultancy that 
closely tracks Amazon’s opera-
tions, the company has about 240 
U.S. logistics facilities.

The idea for the Military Lead-
ers program was inspired by the 
success of various Amazonians 
with service backgrounds, said 
Kathleen Carroll, the Seattle-based 
executive who leads recruitment 
for the company’s North America 
fulfillment and logistics operations 
and who herself served in the 
Marines for nearly 10 years.
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SeaWorld, Sesame Workshop to build new theme park
TravelPulse (TNS)

SeaWorld Entertainment has 
announced a partnership exten-
sion last week with Sesame 
Workshop that will include the 
development of an additional 
Sesame Place theme park.

SeaWorld and Sesame 
Workshop have been work-
ing together for 37 years, and 
plans are in place for a second 

Sesame Place theme park to open 
no later than mid-2021 in a U.S. 
location to be determined.

Following the opening of the 
second Sesame Place, SeaWorld 
will have the option to build addi-
tional Sesame Place theme parks. 
The original Sesame Place theme 
park is located in Langhorne, Pa., 
and is based off the educational 
program Sesame Street.

The partnership extension 
also allows Sesame Street 
characters to continue appearing 
at the themed lands inside the 
company’s two Busch Gardens 
theme parks and SeaWorld 
theme parks in San Diego and 
San Antonio.

A new Sesame Street land 
will also be built in SeaWorld 
Orlando by fall 2022. 
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MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE SPONSORS

News from the Brazoria County Library System
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BC welding certification day offers 

opportunities for students
 A total of 61 students recently visited Brazosport College on its fourth-

annual welding certification day.
During the event, students had the opportunity to be tested on their weld-

ing skills and become certified. A total of 114 tests were administered, with 
79 certifications earned. 

“It’s incredible that, given the testing rigors of three types of inspections, 
we had so many certifications awarded,” said Jay Barr, Brazosport College 
Welding Program Coordinator. “Our student welders are getting better and 
better.”  

“It’s rewarding to see the passion and excitement that these students 
bring,” added Beth Cassidy, Brazosport College Director of Workforce Devel-
opment and School Partnerships. “These kids are nervous and stressed by 
the process and take it very seriously.  They leave the event encouraged by 
the professionals that spend their day with them.”  

The event was also highlighted by a tremendous amount of community 
support.

A total of 26 CWI professionals served as inspectors for the students, 
while TEAM Industrial Services, Versa and NDIC brought trucks to complete 
Radiographic Testing (RT) and Ultrasonic Testing (UT) of welds. CWI inspec-
tors also visited from Dow Chemical Company, Zachry, Bohler Welding and 
GE Inspection Technologies.  

Sponsors included ABC Contractors, Boehler, The Brock Group, Freeport 
Welding, Gas and Supply-Freeport, the Infinity/Wood Group Lincoln Electric, 
Mejia Supply, Process Environments and Turner Industries.

For more information on Brazosport College or its welding program, call 
(979) 230-3000.

‘Super commuters’ numbers increasing
By Tim Henderson
Stateline.org (TNS)

WASHINGTON — The number of 
commuters who travel 90 minutes 
or more to get to work increased 
sharply between 2010 and 2015, a 
shift that traffic experts, real estate 
analysts and others attribute to 
skyrocketing housing costs and a 
reluctance to move, born of memo-
ries of the 2008 financial crisis.

In all but 10 states, the number of 
“super commuters” increased over 
the period, and in California, Hawaii, 
Massachusetts, North Dakota and 
Rhode Island, it grew by more than 
40 percent, according to census 
data. The growth came amid an 
overall increase in the number 
of commuters as the economy 
improved, but the increase in the 
number of people with the longest 
rides, 23 percent, was almost three 
times the increase in the number of 
those with shorter commutes, close 
to 8 percent.

People with 90-minute commutes 
still represent a small share of com-
muters — ranging from 1 percent 
in Nebraska to nearly 6 percent 
in New York. But analysts say the 
spike in long trips reflects several 
broader trends in the economy.

After years of sharp rent 
increases, service workers can’t 
compete for urban apartments near 
their jobs. Those who found new 
jobs after the recession may not feel 
secure enough yet to move closer to 
work, especially as prices soar near 
job centers.

The term “commuter” includes 
anybody who has a job and doesn’t 
work at home.

In tech job centers like Seattle 
and San Francisco, low-income 
workers are moving farther and 
farther away while high-income 
workers can still afford to live 
close to work, according to a 2015 
Zillow study that looked at changes 
through 2014.

“While commute times for higher-
income earners hasn’t changed 
much over the past 10 years, 
commutes are getting longer and 
longer for low-income workers,” said 
Lauren Braun, a Zillow spokes-
woman.

Even among those who could 
afford to live anywhere, more are 
choosing faraway places because 
they can telecommute much of 
the time, said Mitchell Moss, an 
urban policy professor at New York 
University.
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wrote a column on the team and 
why they should still be winning. 
Then they started to play good 
again. The Astros organization 
never noticed this trend, but I did. I 
dread to think what may have hap-
pened had I decided against attend-
ing those non-fireworks games and 
didn’t write that column.

You’re probably worried now, 
thinking that I’m putting too much 
weight on my shoulders. I admit, it 
was not easy. During the ugly years, 
I had to sit through some pretty 
boring games to get to the fireworks 
part of the evening. There was more 
action in the skies in the first three 
minutes than on the field for the 
past four hours.

How things have changed.
I tried to continue contributing my 

karma last year, but things didn’t 
work out all that well. I attended 
non-fireworks games and wrote 
another column, but they didn’t 
make it into the postseason. My 
theory is that the team just didn’t 
play all that well.

I don’t think I mentioned it before, 
but for all this to work, the team has 
to have its act together. It’s one of 

those little details.
Maybe I have been putting too 

much pressure on myself because 
the Astros and I go way back, 
even before we could play with our 
cellphones during boring games. I 
like to call those times B.C. (before 
cellphones). 

I can’t remember what we used to 
do during the boring games back in 
those days, but we probably talked 
or something. 

We couldn’t have fireworks back 
then because the Astrodome roof 
was not retractable. But once the 
Astros brought in the Beach Boys 
after a Sunday game to entertain 
us. I can’t remember the game 
outcome, but I do recall dancing on 
top of the seats. Those were some 
good vibrations.

Back to this season. I am fulfilling 
my duties to the Astros with this 
column and my attendance (once 
already this season). The rest is 
up to them, and it looks like that is 
working. I am just glad to be able to 
do my part.

A perfect combination: A great 
team and the Beach Boys after a 
Sunday game.

 Astros, are you listening?

(Continued from Page 1)

How I am trying to help the Astros

Why dear daughter will not walk out of her graduation ceremony no matter who is speaking
By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

  Dear oldest daughter:
  It is hard to believe you have 

just completed your sophomore year 
of college. That means you are less 
than two years away from realizing 
“Dime Drink Night” is only for people 
who don’t have to get up for work at 
6:30 the following morning.

  It also means you are ever so 
closer to sitting in that football sta-
dium with your fellow graduates and 
walking across the stage to receive 
a diploma when your name is 
called.  Of course, your mother and 
I will be there, making full use of our 
iPhones’ “burst” feature in hopes we 
get at least one usable photo of the 
historic occasion.

  So now is probably a good time 
to remind you that you WILL walk 
across that stage.  This is not one 
of those “you will keep your grade 
point average at an acceptable level 
or else” threats; I’m just saying that 
your attendance at graduation is 
mandatory, regardless of whomever 

the university chooses as its com-
mencement speaker, including but 
not limited to the following:

  Donald Trump
  Mike Pence
  Ann Coulter
  Kim Jong-un
  Freddy Krueger
  Voldemort
  Flo from the Progressive insur-

ance ads
  The person who invented the 

enema
  I say this now, just in case 

you’re considering walking out of 
the ceremony if a speaker whose 
views you disagree with approaches 
the podium. We’ve seen this occur 
multiple times over the years at 
prestigious (and expensive) univer-
sities. Notre Dame got most of the 
press this year when some grads 
exited as Vice President Pence was 
clearing his throat to begin. Presi-
dent Barack Obama received similar 
treatment in 2009. 

  Nobody left Facebook founder 
Mark Zuckerberg’s recent speech 

to Harvard’s class of 2017, which 
shocked me. Surely at least one 
grad was miffed by Zuckerberg’s 
steadfast refusal to delete the 
accounts of everyone who posts 
annoying photos of what they con-
sumed during Sunday brunch. 

  Some media outlets called the 
Notre Dame protesters “heroes,” 
“angels” and “freedom fighters.” 
I neither applaud nor condemn 
the grads’ decisions to leave, for 
none of them have the last name 
“Schwem.”

  This brings me back to you. 
While I hope that college teaches 
you to stand up for your beliefs 
and to voice your opinion against 
what you feel is oppression (e.g., 
poor policy choices and discrimina-
tion), can you, just for one moment, 
realize the financial hardship and 
inconvenience leaving your com-
mencement would impose on your 
mother and me?

  For starters, there would be the 
wasted expense of the hotel room 
we reserved the night before your 
ceremony. Do you know how much 
hotels in the area jack up their 

prices during graduation weekend? 
I’ll give you a hint; you could buy 
about 4,000 pina coladas at Dime 
Drink Night. (Please don’t do that, 
by the way.)

  Then there’s the issue of having 
to dash from our seats when we 
suddenly see you leaving the sta-
dium to participate in an “alternative 
ceremony,” outside the premises. 
I’ve joined you for several football 
games at this stadium, and the 
seating accommodations are, shall 
we say, a tad cramped? I remember 
all the knees I jostled and the glares 
I received when I had to use the 
restroom in the third quarter. I don’t 
feel like saying, “Excuse me, pardon 
me, excuse me, that’s my daughter 
down there” during the ceremony 
while I chase you into the tunnel.  

  And remember, I’ll be shooting 
pictures of you the entire time. As I 
mentioned, I’d really like a keepsake 
of your smiling face accepting a 
diploma, as opposed to a shot of 
your backside, along with those of 
your fellow protesters.

  If you really despise the speaker, 
stick cotton in your ears, wear 

headphones or, in Pence’s case, 
spend the entire speech vowing to 
get a job that will help a Democrat 
retake the Oval Office in 2020. But 
don’t leave. 

Your mother and I sacrificed so 
much to put you in that stadium, 
and we expect to see the fruits of 
our labor delivered on that glorious 
afternoon. Of course, none of this 
will matter if your university chooses 
a non-controversial speaker. 

  Why don’t you spend your last 
two years of college helping to 
secure Dwayne “The Rock” John-
son? He seems harmless.

  Love,
  Dad
(Greg Schwem is a corporate 

stand-up comedian and author 
of two books: “Text Me If You’re 
Breathing: Observations, Frustra-
tions and Life Lessons From a Low-
Tech Dad” and the recently released 
“The Road To Success Goes 
Through the Salad Bar: A Pile of BS 
From a Corporate Comedian,” avail-
able at Amazon.com. Visit Greg on 
the Web at www.gregschwem.com.)

  (c) 2017 GREG SCHWEM.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Seek God’s guidance as you plan your future
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I’m about to graduate from 
high school, and I’m tired of my 
parents and everybody bug-
ging me about what I’m going 
to do next. I’m not interested in 
college or anything like that, but 
they keep pushing me to make 
up my mind. How can I get them 
off my back? - J.L.

A: I can understand your feel-
ings, but I also hope you’ll try 
to see things from your parents’ 
perspective and be more patient 
with them. After all, they love you; 
if they didn’t, they wouldn’t care 
what happens to you.

The most important thing I can 
urge you to do is to seek God’s will 
for your future. God made you, and 
He knows all about you. He knows 
your strengths and weaknesses; 
He also knows your feelings and 
desires. Most of all, He loves 

you, and He knows exactly what’s 
best for you - both in the coming 
months, and for the rest of your life. 
Why not seek His will? The Bible 
says, “’For I know the plans I have 
for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans 
to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a 
future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).

How can you discover God’s 
will? The first step is to turn to 
Jesus Christ and invite Him to 
come into your life as your Savior 
and Lord. When you do, you’ll 
become a member of His family 
forever, and you can look to Him 
each day for the help you need.

  Then, prayerfully ask God to 
guide you. Consider all your alter-
natives; don’t just focus on what 
others might want you to do. Seek 
wisdom from people you trust. 
Finally, trust God to open the door 
He has for you, and to give you 
peace as you make your decision.

Tribune Media Services 

Record number of dual degree program graduates get ACC associate degree ahead of diploma
During a Alvin Community Col-

lege Commencement ceremony on 
May 13,  another record number of 
Alvin, Manvel, Dawson and Turner 
high school walked across the stage 
at ACC just weeks ahead of getting 
their high school diplomas.

ACC had 131 students who suc-
cessfully earned 60 hours of college 
coursework through participation in 
the Alvin Community College Dual 
Credit-Dual Degree program and 
completed their Associate Degree in 
General Studies.

Most dual graduate students 
begin their journey as freshmen, 

taking classes on their high school 
campus and any additional courses 
needed at ACC or online. Advisors 
say it takes a lot of work and the 
students have to stay on task.

“Each year our Dual Degree 
graduates continue to grow. It is 
a true testament to the ambition, 
drive, and fortitude of the students 
and the ACC program, faculty and 
staff,” said Akilah Martin, ACC Direc-
tor  of College and Career Pathway. 
“As we continue to share the stories 
of these students and educate fami-
lies, counselors and teachers about 
the program, I am confident that we 

will continue to see these numbers 
increase.”

Students seeking the associates 
degree have increased dramatically 
since ACC’s first dual degree grad, 
Thomas Schuenemann, in 2008. 
Since the first graduate, the ACC 
Dual Credit program has graduated 
337 students. There are now more 
than 1,600 students enrolled in the 
program at six area campuses, with 
a seventh being added next school 
year-Shadow Creek HS.

This year, many of the top stu-
dents at Alvin, Manvel and Turner 
High Schools are also ACC students 
including: 15 of the top 20 at Alvin, 
17 of the top 20 at Manvel and all 
ten of the Top 10 students at Turner 
High School.

The 2016-17 graduates 
from Alvin High School are: 
Christine Estrada, Samantha Evans, 
Pedro Garcia-Calero, Chavez 
Garza, Amber Gonzalez, Signe 
Gostomski, Shelby McMeekin, 
Jazmin Medina, George Perez, 
Julia Pittman, Bethany Reed, Lindy 
Reed, Savannah Skinkis, Colton 
Stanley and Jossue Velazquez.

The Manvel High School 
graduates are: Jose Alonso, 
Adaugo Anyalebechi, Alyssa Cerda, 
Myia Collins, Nickolas Cooper, 
Vhenyse Encarnacion, Bethany 
Fortune, Anthony  Guiton, Zaakirah 
Holmes, Yelitza Martinez, Mark 
Mejia, Jeff Onyemachi, Nikolas 
Prazak, Hector Ramirez, Breaunna 
Schatz, Johali Serrano, Kameron 
Smith, Victoria Vira and Elyce West.

Turner High School gradu-
ates are: Alison Adams, Emily 
Aguiar, Carissa Aguirre, Maria  
Alvarado, Alfonso Badillo, Ken-
dall Baker, Kane Berger, Reid 
Blanchard, Michael Blankenship, 
Bailey Bradley, Eric  Burrell, Taylor 
Bussey, Kindel Calanchi, Lauryn 
Carter, Melani Castro, Ciara 
Cloran, Amy Danh, Juan De la 
Garza, Sydney Dixon, Samantha 
Dixon, Evelyn Espinosa, Saman-
tha Esquivel, Eden  Garza, Alexis 
Gomez , Abel Gonzalez, Lisa 
Halford, Alexa Hall, Zoe Hart, Ryan 
Hashem, Kaylen Hayes, Andres 
Hinojosa, Kaitlynn Hoang, Shane 
Hoffower, Ryan  Holt, Ray Hunter Jr, 
Miroslava Jerez, Taylor Kelley, Keith 
Kenney, Jessica Kuntz, Kevin Kuri-
achan, Antonio Laffoon, Jeramisia 
Lewis Hogan, Cambre Little, Jared 

Lorance, Kaitlyn Manzanaris, Tayler 
Mckenzie, Jasmine Meng, Blair 
Mitchell, Stephanie Molina, Joseph 
Montemayor, Alecia Mota, Alexan-
der Nguyen, Daniel Nguyen, Kelly 
Nguyen, Arvin Josh Noble, Michael 
Nyairo, Tai Odion, Juan Olveda, Ana  
Ortiz, Nadia Partida, Rahul Paul, 
Stephen Pena, Johnathan Pruitt, 
John Anthony Ramillano, Juan 
Regino, Trenton Rogers, Donavan 
Rothman, Parker Roy, Evelyn 
Russell, Sean Schaffner, Nicholas 
Seydler, Cheyenne Shull, Sasha 
Sillas, Christopher Simons, Lindsey 

Smith, Lauryn Smith, Sina Soeum, 
Alyssa Stephens, Luke Tadlock, Vic-
toria Trevino, Nicholas Trinh, Daniel 
Trosper, Naelie Vancia, Madelynn 
Vickers, Kailey  Waddell, Rayna 
Ware and Jessica Zavala.

Dawson High School student 
Jonathan Bartholomae graduated 
from the Dual Degree program.

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about the ACC Dual 
Credit/Dual Degree programs, 
visit the program online at 
www.alvincollege.edu/dualcredit, 
Facebook and/or Twitter.
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Did you know?
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a constant blessing.  Now most of 
us glance up at clouds to determine 
how much inconvenience they might 
bring us in the form of rain.  Or, in 
times of drought, what relief they 
promise.

We usually see clouds as carriers 
of cargo.  Romantics saw them 
as visual evidence of a beauty 
indefinable, crafted by the hand of 
an artist unsurpassed in technique 
and talent.

We even use them occasionally 
to denote negativity. When tea is 
stale or impure, we call it cloudy, 
we say that impractical people 
have their heads in the clouds, 
and the particulars of a situation 
being “cloudy at best” means that 
something’s not above board and 
some shenanigans might be going 
on.

Personally, I love clouds.  Even 
the gunmetal gray monsters that 
march into a fanfare of rumbling 
thunder can be beautiful, and 
awe-inspiring.  If I ever get around 
to taking a painting class – either 
oils or watercolors (not ceilings or 
baseboards; I’ve promised myself 
to never paint another ceiling or 
baseboard) I’ll probably paint only 
clouds. Sometimes in my paintings 
they might drift over fields of wheat 
or flowers or maybe an ocean.  
Sometimes they’ll float all by them-
selves, completely removed from 
the silly doings of mankind beneath 
them.

But, much as I like them, I tend to 
take them for granted and not pay 
them the attention they’re due. Until 
they remind me.

One day when my wife, Karen, 
and I drove into Houston to see a 
play, it sprinkled all the way, and 
by the time we arrived, the bottom 
had dropped out. Rain was pour-
ing down with a vengeance.  It 
had rained every day for a week; 
clear skies had become a distant 
memory, and more rain was in 
the forecast.  So we expected the 
downtown streets to be flooded and 

the bayous to be spilling over their 
banks when we left the theatre.

But a few hours later, we 
emerged into a sun-splashed 
afternoon with a bright blue sky into 
which a colony of beautiful ivory-
white cumulous clouds had taken up 
residence.

On the way home, one big fellow 
hovered directly in front of us over 
the freeway.  I tell you, that cloud 
was a thing of beauty, alone to itself 
and set against all that blue sky.  
It rose up to a majestic height, a 
perfectly white mountain of puffy, 
billowy peaks and valleys. The 
fact that we hadn’t seen anything 
but dark thunderheads for so long 
surely added to our appreciation 
of that imposing companion on our 
drive home.

Every fall when we got to the 
part in “Hamlet” where Polonius 
and Hamlet discuss the shapes 
of clouds – “Me thinks it looks like 
a weasel.”  “It is backed like a 
weasel.”  “Or like a whale.” “Very 
like a whale.” – I’d ask my students 
if they ever compared the shapes of 
clouds to other things.  They usually 
grinned.  Because they all had.

You have, too, I’ll bet. But maybe 
not since you were a child, and saw 
the world though younger, some-
times clearer, eyes.

I’ve often thought that if I could 
have the privilege of showing a 
person, blind since birth and sud-
denly able to see, just one thing 
to convey the visual beauty of 
what they’d missed it would be a 
grandiose cloud floating in a clear 
sky. That would, I suspect, take their 
breath away.

How odd that most of us are 
perfectly able to see everything 
around us, but we rarely look up at 
the finest display of all.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

Look up in the sky and start imagining
(Continued from Page 1)

• New data shows that a woman is 36% more likely to find a long-term 
relationship on OKCupid if she’s bothered by typos.

• Sleeping for less than 6 hours any night will impact your ability to think 
clearly the following day.

• “Espirit d’escalier” is a French word for when you think of that perfect 
verbal comeback, but you’re too late to use it.

Bethel Presbyterian Church welcomes new pastor
The congregation of Bethel 

Presbyterian Church in East 
Columbia is welcoming Paul Q. 
Kucera as pastor. 

Rev. Kucera 
follows Dr. Munn 
E. Hinds, who has 
served as interim 
since the retire-
ment of Reverend 
Jim Gentner in 
September 2016.  

Gentner had pastored Bethel for 
26 years.

Originally from Portland, 
Oregon, Paul Kucera most 
recently pastored First Presbyte-

rian Church of Clinton, Wisconsin.  
He has also served churches in Gid-
dings, Texas, and Delavan, Illinois.

Paul Kucera earned a BA in Eng-
lish from Portland State University 
(1993), an MA from the University 
of Connecticut (1996), a PhD in 
nineteenth-century American litera-
ture from Michigan State University 
(2003), and an MDiv from Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
(2011). He taught at the College 
of Charleston and at Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi before attending 
seminary. 

The Kucera family includes Paul’s 
wife, Devon, and sons, Nicholas 

and Evan. A chihuahua mix named 
Lewie rounds out the family. 

The community is invited to cel-
ebrate the start of this next chap-
ter in Bethel’s ministry in West 
Columbia with a ‘meet and greet’ 
time in the Old Fellowship Hall of 
Bethel from 9:45 to 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday, June 18.  Rev. Kucera will 
lead the worship service beginning 
at 11 a.m.

Further information about the 
church is available by visiting or 
calling the church office at  (979) 
345-3717.  Bethel Presbyterian 
Church is located at 119 CR 300G 
in East Columbia.

‘Know before you go’ to the US border this summer
TravelPulse (TNS)

U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion, or CBP, wants you to brush 
up on your knowledge and what to 
expect when arriving at the U.S. 
border and traveling beyond it.

Make sure you have the right 
documents with you. If you have 
questions about what you need to 
enter or re-enter the country, the 
CBP website has the answers.

There are also a number of ways 
to streamline your border experi-
ence: Several apps can help visitors 
monitor wait times at the border and 
even automate passport control.

— Automated Passport Control 
expedites entry for international 
travelers by pre-submitting answers 
to biographical questions.

— Mobile Passport Control 
allows U.S. and Canadian visitors 

expedited entry by streamlining the 
inspection process through an app 
that gives them a QR code.

— Border Wait Time moni-
tors delays at borders around the 
country. Savvy travelers can aim for 
ports of entry where wait times are 
the shortest.

Both apps can be downloaded in 
the Apple App Store and via Google 
Play.
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or taking action.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Take another whack at 

the piñata despite a blindfold. You may be willing to take 
risks without the benefit of clear vision in the week ahead. 
There is something good waiting if you can find it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You can be fierce about 
fulfilling your fantasies as this week unfolds. Hold off on 
making major business and financial decision until mid-
week when better opportunities may arise.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You can be match-
less or merely mediocre. If something “works” there may 
still be room for improvement. Make sure all facets of a 
project are optimized in the week ahead.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You may be inspired 
by powerful ideas in the week ahead. Bow to traditions 
and honor conventions in order to achieve your dreams. 
Don’t step out of line during the next few days.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You may struggle 
to get to the bottom of a confusing financial problem. 
Once you discover the truth, it will be easy to overcome. 
Get plenty of sleep in the week ahead to offset nervous 
energy.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Disarray and unsightly 
appearances could undo the aura of harmony that you 
hope to achieve this week. Keep your affairs organized; 
make an extra effort to make a good impression.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1963, civil rights leader Medgar 
Evers was gunned down in front of 
his home in Jackson, Miss. In 1994, 
Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald 
Goldman were slashed to death 
outside her Los Angeles home.

June 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1927, aviation hero Charles Lind-
bergh was honored with a ticker-
tape parade in New York. In 1944, 
Germany began launching flying-
bomb attacks against Britain.

June 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, the U.S. Army was founded. 
In 1940, German troops entered 
Paris during World War II.

June 15: ON THIS DATE in 

1215, England’s King John put his 
seal to the Magna Carta - “the Great 
Charter” - at Runnymede, granting 
his barons more liberty. In 1775, the 
Continental Congress voted unani-
mously to appoint George Washing-
ton head of the Continental Army.

June 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1858, in a speech in Springfield, Ill., 
U.S. Senate candidate Abraham 
Lincoln said the slavery issue had 
to be resolved, declaring, “A house 
divided against itself cannot stand.” 
In 1963, the world’s first female 
space traveler, Valentina Teresh-
kova, was launched into orbit by the 
Soviet Union.

June 17: ON THIS DATE in 

1963, the Supreme Court struck 
down state laws requiring recitation 
of the Lord’s Prayer or reading of 
Bible verses in public schools. In 
1972, President Nixon’s eventual 
downfall began with the arrest of 
five burglars inside offices of the 
Democratic National Committee at 
the Watergate complex in Wash-
ington.

June 18: ON THIS DATE 
in 1928, aviator Amelia Earhart 
became the first woman to fly 
across the Atlantic, completing a 
flight from Newfoundland to Wales 
in about 21 hours. In 1983, Sally K. 
Ride became America’s first woman 
in space as she and four other 
astronauts blasted off aboard shuttle 
Challenger.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1967, 
President Johnson nominated 
Solicitor General Thurgood Marshall 
to become the first African American 
to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court.

This week’s question: Who 
was the boxing champion who was 
convicted for refusing induction into 
the military in June 1967?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Let’s play three!
United Airlines is about to unveil 

the world’s longest flight, 8,700 
miles from L.A. to Singapore 
— nearly 18 hours. To help pass 
all that air time, the in-flight movie 
will be replays of three Yankees-
Red Sox games.

He’s baaaaack
A South Florida high-school 

football player reportedly commit-
ted to Miami, decommitted and 
recommitted last month — all in a 
12-hour span. 

Quickie scouting report: The kid 
ought to be dynamite on returns 
and reverses.

Ice capades
Predators fan Jacob Waddell, 

who threw a dead catfish on the 
ice during Game 1 of the Stanley 
Cup Final in Pittsburgh, has had 
the three charges against him 
dismissed. Even better, he’s been 
credited with a cat trick.

No. 1 with the fans
The Mets’ Mr. Met mascot 

flipped fans the bird during a 

recent game. Which probably 
explains why the Phillie Phanatic 
has fur-covered fingers.

Drone and droner
A drone crash-landed just 

inches from a fan at a Padres 
game. Baseball stat nerds, not 
missing a beat, immediately cred-
ited it with a launch angle of 29 
degrees and an entrance velocity 
of 62 mph.

Faster, higher, cheerier
Cheerleading could become 

an Olympic sport by 2024? All for 
drug tests, stand up and holler!

Paging Mr. Goodwrench
Autobol — two teams of car 

drivers playing soccer with a 4-
foot ball — was first introduced by 
German auto racer Karl Kappler in 
the early 1930s. 

The sport has evolved so much, 
amazed pundits say, that the 
vehicles are even faking break-
downs now.

Toke or treat
Candy makers have come 

up with cannabis-infused CBD 
Gummies. Pot pundits predict a 
record number of trick-or-treaters 
at Spaceman Lee’s house this 
October.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Creative energy is at a 
high point. The practical application of your imaginative 
ideas, however, could escape your notice in the early 
part of the week. Focus on fulfilling your dreams.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Tie your timing to 
the tides of progress. Remember that any low tide is 
always followed by a high tide. Hold off making key 
financial decisions in the first few days of the week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Let your business 
schemes simmer for a few days before putting them 
into action. The week might begin with a certain 
amount of confusion, but you will quickly get a clear 
picture.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Do less talking and 
more listening in the week ahead. Pay attention to 
trusted friends and advisors as you are likely to hear 
the truth. It is a good week for gathering knowledge 
and wisdom.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t pretend to be a wall-
flower if you meet some new friends. The more enthusi-
asm you show, the more enjoyment you will experience 
this week. Problems at home may tax your ingenuity

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Details may be in the 
dark until the light dawns later in the week. Someone’s 
remarks could negatively influence your business 
sense. Wait a few days before making crucial decisions 

Jumble Answers
  Jumbles: VENUE  RELIC  FOLLOW  UTOPIA
  Answer: Leaving his electric car plugged in all night made it -- “POWER-FULL”

Did you know?
• Regular coffee consumption has been proven to reduce the risk of 

mental diseases such as Dementia and Alzheimer’s.
• Studies found that people who rank higher in verbal creativity spend 

more time sleeping. They also go to bed later and wake up later.
• Canadian Rob Spence replaced his prosthetic eyeball with a miniaturized 

digital camera that records everything he sees.
• Every month, U.S. residents send $2 billion across the border to family in 

Mexico—which accounts for almost 3% of the Mexican economy.
• Only five press secretaries have stayed for the full term of the U.S. presi-

dent who hired them.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Light source
4 Sea bordering Uzbekistan
8 Online money source
13 Prepare for a snap
15 “Sons and Lovers” author
17 Heat
19 Tuscan hill city
20 “__ does it!”
21 Zipped

22 Gulf Coast resort city
24 Like sriracha sauce
26 Smidgen
27 Colorful cover-ups
31 Heat
35 Alley wanderer
36 Popular truck brand
37 Important time
38 Heat
45 Unites, in a way

46 PETA concern
47 Turn right
48 “No, really?”
53 Egg on
56 L, vis-ˆ-vis C
58 Junkyard material
59 Heat
62 It’s thinly disguised
63 Fries, e.g.
64 Medicare card specification
65 Fabulous runner-up
66 Talk trash to

ACROSS
1 Euphoria
2 Region that rebelled against 
Persia in about 500 B.C.
3 Work at weddings
4 Hulu distractions
5 Butler in a classic film
6 Greek leader
7 Logan of “60 Minutes”
8 EMS destinations
9 Advertised advantage of some 
lights
10 “Get __”: 1967 Esquires hit
11 Amount to plow
12 Cry out for
14 “You’re welcome,” in Havana
16 Anger simile
18 Like Willie Nelson’s voice
23 Kabuki accessory
25 URL ender
27 Easy mark
28 Host after Allen
29 Med. tests using leads
30 “Now do you believe me?”
31 Wit’s end?
32 1,509-mile border river
33 Big dos
34 2011 NBA retiree
35 Divs. on some rulers
39 “The Grapes of Wrath” character
40 Make sure of
41 Titter
42 Bay Area travel letters
43 Home of the WNBA’s Shock
44 Puts up
48 Botanist’s field
49 Proposal
50 Old Celtic religious leader
51 Column in un calendrier
52 Fencing swords
53 Hunt for bargains
54 Hemingway sobriquet
55 Cab company competitor
57 Image on Missouri’s state quarter
60 “Citizenfour” org.
61 Saison in Provence
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
LYNX  PUMA  LION  TIGER  COUGAR  LEOPARD  PANTHER
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• According to a study, the best 
day to buy plane tickets is Sunday—
especially if you’re booking more 
than 21 days in advance.

• A study found that handshaking  
encourages feelings of competence 
and trustworthiness.

• According to a survey, 26% of 
job candidates get rejected because 
they fidget too much in the interview.

• According to a survey, 67 per-

cent of hiring managers cite lack of 
eye contact as the biggest mistake 
candidates make in interviews.

• Nashtifan, a village in northern 
Iran, uses 1000-year-old windmills 
made of clay, straw, and wood as an 
energy source.

• Citrus plants have addictive 
caffeine in their flower nectar, which 
brings bees and other pollinators 
back over and over again.
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