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There has never been 
a more fake news 

story than a 1938 radio 
broadcast

Sam Houston, the man, was more complicated than a statue
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

In late 1862, Sam Houston might 
have sat on the steep steps leading 
up to the front doors of his home, 
an odd folly of a structure known 
in Huntsville as the Steamboat 
House, and announced to his 
assembled household that he was 
freeing his slaves.

Or he might not have.
The only credible source for 

the event is a published recollec-

tion nearly 80 years later of Jeff 
Hamilton, who at the time would 
have been a young enslaved man. 
Given the possibility that Hamilton’s 
memory of that long-ago day might 
have been iffy at the age of nearly 
100 and that Houston’s will, pro-
bated soon after his death several 
months later, would still list his 
several slaves as personal property, 
it’s entirely possible that the private 
emancipation proclamation never 
happened.

Even if it had, Houston surely 
would have foreseen the outcome 
of the Civil War and the inevi-
tability that his slaves would be 
set free, in any event. Plus, he 
would have known that the Texas 
Constitution, having been hastily 
revamped upon entry into the 
Confederacy, expressly forbade 
the manumission of slaves. So, he 
might have staged the whole thing 
to assure his slaves that they 

A Monarch butterfly feeds 
on Milkweed in the Pollinator 
Garden at Quintana Beach 
County Park. The garden was 
planted with Monarchs in mind, 
as they stop over at the park 
during their annual migrations. 
The butterflies travel from the 
northern United States and 
lower Canada into Mexico and 
Central America each spring, 
and return on the same path 
in the fall. (See story and more 
Parks Department news on 
pages 11 and 12)

Wanted: Monarch 
butterfly pollinators

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

“The medium is the message” 
is a phrase coined by Marshall 
McLuhan, meaning that the form 
of a medium embeds itself in any 

message, creat-
ing a relation-
ship by which 
the medium 
influences how 
the message is 
perceived.

The medium 
shapes the 
message at will, 

regardless of its nature, including 
news.

It could be a popular blog or a 
cable TV broadcast that takes an 
event and makes it into something 
else by leaving out parts of the story 
or spinning it to suit its editorial 
leanings.

We’re inundated with it today. 
Many of us tend to stay within 
our comfort zones and watch the 
medium with which we agree, fake, 
real, or a combination of both. They 
say things in a way we like, to keep 
us in their corner. The more of us in 
that corner, the higher their advertis-
ing income.

A famous and historical radio 
broadcast exemplifies the power 
of the medium and its message. It 
happened on Halloween weekend, 
Sunday, Oct. 30, 1938.

The public was already on the 

RAMBLINGS

The Clarion at Brazosport College 
is announcing a new roster of shows 
for its popular Summer Matinee 
Series. 

The Summer Matinee Series is 
a series of performances aimed at 
children, which will run at 1:30 p.m. 
every Wednesday from June 21 
through August 2, except July 5.

This summer’s matinee series will 
feature some new performing artists, 
as well as some old favorites. 

The series begins with the 
outrageous comedy antics of pianist 
Jason Farnham, who has been 
described as “Schroeder” from Pea-
nuts mixed with part Victor Borge 
and part Jerry Lee Lewis.

Next in the series is an old 
favorite, Tom’s Fun Band, on June 
28. In July, another new performer, 
Steve Trash, takes center stage 
with his “Ecology is Amazing” show, 
which uses magic to the principles of 
ecology. 

More favorites fill out the series 
with Jean Kuecher’s Marionette The-
atre, C.J. Johnson’s “Little Big Magic 
Show” and, from the Happiest Place 

on Earth, Jamie Shaheen.
For more information or to 

purchase tickets, visit the Clarion’s 

website at clarion.brazosport.edu or 
call the Clarion Box Office at (979) 
230-3156. (See back page ad)

Clarion’s popular Summer Matinee Series begins June 21

A Summer Series favorite, Tom’s Fun Band is a group of musicians who 
have come from very different musical backgrounds to bring fun music 
to children and families. The group will play at the Clarion on June 28 at 
1:30 p.m. Admission is $5.
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Did you know?

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. 

Tuesday.
Our 23rd year of publishing!

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

  Open
Sundays 
5:00-9:00 

for the
Summer!

HOLD ON, FOLKS, A POLICEMAN WANTS TO TALK TO ME: 
A young woman, who had a warrant out for her arrest, made the mistake 
of broadcasting a live video of herself at the Chuck E. Cheese in Lakeland, 
Fla. Unfortunately for her, investigators happened to be scanning Facebook 
Live at the time.

CONTRABAND!? DOES THIS LOOK LIKE CONTRABAND!? 
The metal detector at the county government building in Saginaw, Mich., 
beeped when a 45-year-old woman passed through, so she was ordered 
to go through again. Frustrated, she bared her top to the officers, and was 
arrested for indecent exposure.

QUICK, CALL THE FIRE DEPAR- … OH, NEVER MIND: An old 
fire truck, being driven to Canada, caught fire at a toll booth in Salina, N.Y.

SO, MA’AM, CAN I MAKE YOU SOMETHING? HOW ABOUT 
A DRINK? A woman returned to her home in Gainesville, Fla., to find a 
man, who had broken in, frying chicken from her refrigerator and drinking 
her vodka.

OH YEAH!? WELL, I CAN’T STAND YOU EITHER! While waiting 
to board a plane at the airport in Changshui, China, a couple got into an 
argument which soon became physical, escalating into a wrestling match 
on the tarmac in front of the aircraft. During the struggle, which delayed 
the flight for half an hour, the wife managed to rip off her husband’s T-shirt. 
Authorities said they were in the process of a divorce.

IT LOOKS LIKE A NEW RECORD: A man was involved in two auto-
mobile accidents in Goffstown, N.H., within seven minutes of each other. He 
was arrested for driving under the influence of drugs and reckless operation.

WORKING THROUGH LUNCH:  A man was arrested for committing 
four bank robberies in New York City over the past month while on his lunch 
break from his job in Midtown.

IT’S NO SECRET ANYMORE: A 40-year-old man was arrested in 
Jiuhiang, China for stealing thousands of bras and panties over a 10-
year-period after the undergarments were discovered in his home. He told 
officers that he had an affinity for women’s clothing.

EXCUSE ME, MA’AM, IS EVERYTHING OK? A 76-year-old 
woman got drunk and started walking around her neighborhood in South 
Lebanon Township, Pa., in her underwear making harassing phone calls to 
the police. She made 16 calls to 911 and two to the local police. She was 
arrested after she started ringing people’s doorbells and standing in the 
street screaming.

THIS IS ONE CHARMING SCOUNDREL: A woman filed for divorce 
from her husband after they moved from Mexico to Edinburg, Texas. At the 
courthouse, she discovered that he married another woman after he left her 
without getting a divorce. Further investigation revealed that he had also 
married a third woman in Mexico, four years before their marriage.

NO KIDDING, I’M A COP, TOO: A man impersonating a police officer 
in Florida pulled over a man who turned out to be a real Miami police detec-
tive.

WE COULD HEAR THEM, DUDE, HONEST: Two men and three 
women broke into an abandoned middle school in Union, S.C., at 4 in the 
morning, and proceeded to smoke some marijuana. They told police who 
arrested them that they had heard the building was haunted and they were 
there to hunt ghosts.

• In a new study on scent, 
color, and music, only scent had a 
significant impact on the arousal, 
pleasure, and satisfaction of store 
shoppers.

• Vin Diesel spent $3,000 to write 
and star in “Multi-Facial,” a film 
about his struggles to land roles due 
to his multi-ethnic appearance.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

MAN WITH THE GOLDEN ARM
Q. One writer called him “The 

Man with the Golden Arm,” so 
you might guess he’s a pro ath-
lete or perhaps an accomplished 
musician. Well, guess again and 
make it “out of the box.”

 A. First, some medical back-
ground: Blood can be “Rh+” (with 
the Rhesus protein, named after 
that found in the blood of Rhesus 
monkeys) or “Rh-” (without the 
protein), explains Dan Lewis in his 
book “Now I Know.” If a pregnant 
woman is Rh- but the fetus inherits 
Rh+ from the father, her immune 
system may actually attack the 
fetus’s bloodstream, known as 
Rhesus disease, causing the fetus 
to be mildly anemic at birth or even 
to be stillborn.

Enter Australian James Harrison, 
who as a teen had a lung removed 
in a procedure requiring major blood 
transfusions. Afterward he vowed 
to “repay the favor” and became a 
blood donor himself. Early on, his 
blood plasma was shown to contain 
a rare antibody that could be used 
for a vaccine against Rhesus 
disease.

Since 1954, the “man with the 
golden arm” has donated plasma 
about 18 times a year, and in 2011, 

he set a record with his 1,000th 
donation. Hundreds of thousands of 
women, including his own daughter, 
have received the vaccine, and 
“Harrison’s antibody has been used 
to treat more than 2 million babies 
who would otherwise have Rhesus 
disease.”
WOULD YOU LIKE PENNIES 

WITH YOUR GLASS OF 
WINE?     

Q. If every penny counts, how 
many of them could you drop 
into a wine glass filled to the 
brim with water before spillage 
occurs?

A. Most people will say a coin or 
two, but amazingly you can drop in 
at least 10 pennies without spilling 
a drop, points out Richard Wise-
man in his book “101 Bets You Will 
Always Win.” The secret here is 
that the water molecules cling firmly 
together, known as surface tension.  
The dropped-in pennies merely 
stretch out the surface of the water 
as it rises and forms a dome along 
the rim. But add too many pennies 
and the surface tension won’t be 
strong enough to hold, so the water 
overflows.

But notice that if you add 
detergent to the water, the surface 
tension will be much lower and far 
fewer pennies can be put in the 
glass before spillage takes place.

BEE MATH IS EASIER THAN 
YOU THINK 

Q. Some apparently difficult 
math problems have wonder-
fully simple solutions if you 
just look at them from the right 
perspective. Try this one: Two 
trains, each traveling at 10 miles 
per hour, are 20 miles apart on 
a single track heading towards 
each other. A bee leaves the front 
of the first train and flies toward 
the second train at 20 mph. When 
it reaches the second train, it 
immediately reverses direction 
and flies back towards the first 
train, still at 20 mph. And when it 
gets back to the first train, it turns 
around again and keeps going 
back and forth until the trains 
eventually collide, squashing the 
bee. Now how far does the bee fly 
before its demise? (You can do 
this in your head, we promise!)

A. The trains will collide at the 
midpoint of the 20-mile track, each 
having travelled 10 miles. Since 
the trains’ speeds are 10 mph, the 
collision will happen after 1 hour. 
Since the bee is always travelling at 
20 mph, independent of its direc-
tion, the bee must travel a total of 
20 miles.

When presented with this prob-
lem, most of us try a brute force 
approach, summing the distances 
the bee travels during its (infinitely 
numerous) back-and-forth trips. 
Though that approach works, 
it requires knowledge of some 
advanced techniques. When doing 
mathematics, it’s sometimes “smart” 
to be lazy!
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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June 24
July, 15, 29
9am - 3pm

Local students will open the 33rd Summer Children’s Theatre Festival 
on June 26-29 with performances of Jack and his Amazing Multi-Coloured 
Beanstalk.

The play is a musical take on the classical tale of a young boy who is 
trying to help his family by selling a talking cow for a handful of magic beans. 
Jack must survive the pitfalls in the kingdom at the top of the bean stalk .

Performances will be at 10 a.m. on June 26-29 with a 7:30 p.m. perfor-
mance on June 29.

The festival will continue in July with Once Upon a Wolf which will be 
performed July 24-27.

To learn more about the auditions for the upcoming productions or to 
purchase tickets, visit www.alvincollege.edu/drama. You can also learn more 
by calling (281) 756-3606.

ACC’s Summer Children’s Theatre Festival

Administration wants debt ceiling raised
By Saleha Mohsin
Bloomberg News (TNS)

WASHINGTON –– Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said 
he’s “comfortable” that the govern-
ment can be funded until the start of 
September but urged Congress to 
lift the national debt cap as soon as 
possible to avoid agitating markets.

The administration has “backup 
plans” if Congress doesn’t approve 
a debt-ceiling increase before its 
five-week recess through Sept. 5, 
Mnuchin said at a hearing before 
the House Appropriations Com-
mittee. “The sooner we do it, the 
better. There are events in the world 
that could make it more difficult to 
borrow.”

While the government hit its 
borrowing limit in March, it’s been 

relying on special accounting 
maneuvers to stay under the current 
debt ceiling of nearly $20 trillion. 
Only Congress can increase the 
legal limit on how much the govern-
ment can borrow. 

Raising the cap has been conten-
tious in recent years as members of 
Congress sought to use it for lever-
age on spending controls. Mnuchin 
repeated his call for a vote on rais-
ing the cap with no strings attached. 
Congress may want a debt-increase 
bill with conditions.

The U.S. budget gap increased to 
$88.4 billion in May, from $53 billion 
a year earlier, according to Treasury 
Department figures released res-
ently. Revenue rose 7 percent while 
spending was up 19 percent, the 
data showed.
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At a recent meeting of the Lamar Fontaine Chapter #33 of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, new members were installed and presented 
certificates.  The Chapter meets on the first Thursday of each month.  For 
more information on becoming a member, please call Shirley Walcik at (979) 
864-4110.

 Shirley Walcik, president, left, is shown with Rhonda Guzzeta, center, 
new member from Friendswood, and Pam Massingill, registrar.

Shirley Walcik welcomes Barbara Allen, center, new member from 
Brazoria, with the help of Pam Massingill.

Local UDC chapter installs new members

• The first home run in the Astrodome was hit by Mickey Mantle off of 
pitcher Turk Farrell on April 9, 1965, in an exhibition game between the 
Astros and Yankees.

• The King of Rock and Roll gave six performances at the Houston Astro-
dome between February and March, 1970. He set an attendance record with 
200,000 over the six shows.

• Evel Knievel jumped 13 cars, two nights in a row, drawing over 100,000 
spectators to the Astrodome in January 1971.

• The first artist to play the Astrodome was Judy Garland on Dec. 17, 1965, 
and she was paid $43,000 for the one show.

• A total of 66,746 fans on Sunday, Feb. 26, 1995 saw Tejano superstar 
Selena y Los Dinos during the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. This 
was her last concert before she was fatally shot in March 1995.
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would soon be liberated.
In short, we don’t know what hap-

pened that day, if anything did.
But we do know a good many 

other things.
We know Houston was conflicted 

about the concept of slavery. He 
showed an uncommon kindness to 
his own slaves, making sure they 
were provided for and lived in clean 
quarters. He was quick to voice a 
low opinion of slaveowners who 
were cruel taskmasters. He allowed 
his slaves to keep the wages they 
made doing odd jobs in town (an 
unheard of policy then), and he 
taught some to read, which was 
against the law in Texas.

But, always a pragmatist, he 
also understood how inextricably 
entwined the institution was to 
the economic infrastructure of the 
South.

And we know that he, when serv-
ing as one of the first two senators 
sent to Washington from the new 
state of Texas, stood with only one 
other Southern senator in opposition 
to the introduction of slavery into 
new western states.

We know that there is no record 
in the personal recollections of his 
former slaves, his acquaintances 
or his enemies (he had plenty of 
those) that he ever mistreated his 
slaves. Only once did he whip one, 
when a young Hamilton caused 
Houston’s daughter Nanny to fall 
into a pond during a bit of horseplay. 
Hamilton always maintained that he 
deserved it, and it would have taken 
more than a spanking to dislodge 
his devotion to the man who had 
purchased him when he had been 
13. Houston had shown up in town 
while a man was in the process of 
selling Hamilton, so he could pay 

for several barrels of whiskey that 
had already been consumed. When 
Houston learned that Hamilton, then 
a child, would become the property 
of a scoundrel known for mistreat-
ing slaves, he outbid him and took 
Hamilton home, where he became 
almost a member of the family.

Still, there is no excuse for keep-
ing human beings in bondage.

And it is a sticking point for those 
of us who admire Sam Houston that 
he could have been such a vocal 
proponent of the inherent rights of 
Native Americans and not raised his 
voice more adamantly when it came 
to chattel slavery.

Local news focused last week on 
a group claiming to be committed to 
having the iconic statue of Houston 
in Hermann Park removed, though 
it turned out to be a hoax instigated 
by people solely interested in stir-
ring up anger and trouble.

Even so, I would invite anyone 
who considered joining any such 
crusade to read one or more of the 
biographies of the man you might 
feel opposed to.

Better yet, drive up to Huntsville, 
and visit the Sam Houston Memorial 
Museum, the finest repository of all 
things Houston in existence. Learn 
about what he stood for and what 
he stood against. More importantly, 
learn about the things he did for 
Texas, for the entire Southwest and 
for the nation.

He had his faults, the most 
significant of which would have to 
be his not taking a stand against the 
institution which he believed to be 
morally wrong.

But weigh that fault against his 
deeds and his sacrifices. Against 
leading the army that won Texas’ 
independence and later handing 
the state into the federal union to 
which he was so dedicated that he 
refused to take an oath of allegiance 
to the Confederacy, costing him the 
governorship of Texas and sending 
him into virtual exile at the end of 

his life.
Taking down a statue is a rela-

tively easy task.
It will be significantly harder eras-

ing the memory of a man who, more 
than any other single person, won 
the state you live in with his actions 
and, at San Jacinto, with his blood.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)
It’s easy to take down a statue; It’s harder to understand Sam Houston and for what he stood

Those 18 minutes
As the Alamo was under siege 

in March 1836, the convention of 
Texans that voted for independence 
selected Sam Houston commander-
in-chief of the Texas Army. After 
the disastrous defeat at the Alamo, 
the War of 1812 veteran ordered a 
series of strategic retreats, which 
bought Houston time to train his 
ill-equipped and poorly provisioned 
army. On April 21, 1836, Houston 
caught the Mexican forces under 
General Antonio López de Santa 
Anna completely by surprise as they 
camped along the banks of the San 
Jacinto River. Spurred on by the 
battle cry “Remember the Alamo,” 
Houston’s 800 men defeated a force 
twice its size in a mere 18 minutes. 
The spectacular rout at the Battle of 
San Jacinto forced Santa Anna to 
surrender and sign an armistice that 
granted Texas independence.
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Good reasons to go grocery shopping when you travel
By Melinda Crow
TravelPulse (TNS)

There’s a moment near the 
beginning of almost every trip when 
you hang briefly between wanting 
to fall madly in love with the place 
you have arrived at and not knowing 
exactly why you came.

That’s the moment to head out for 
groceries. Find a market, bodega, 
bakery or food shop of some kind. 
Any kind.

Here’s why spending time shop-
ping for food should always be part 
of your travel plans.

1. You get an understanding of 
the food:

Walking the aisles of a market 
connects you to the food of your 
destination. You can see at a glance 
what is fresh and what is canned. 
Low prices and abundant quanti-
ties reflect goods that are produced 
locally. Conversely, high prices and 
small quantities show you what is 
likely imported from distant lands.

2. It connects you to the people:
Besides ogling the food, walking 

through markets lets you rub shoul-
ders (often literally) with locals.

 Look around you in the market: 
It’s the same everywhere you travel. 
That’s a connection you can’t get 
very many places during your 
travels.

3. It elevates the senses:
To fully experience a place, all 

your senses need to be engaged. 
Food markets fit the bill perfectly 
with aromas of food both raw and 
cooked, the colors of the produce 
and the sounds of people chatting 
with neighbors or haggling over 
prices.

4. It’s a fun way to learn bits of a 
new language:

What is inside a package of 
frozen aardappels? Either the 
picture on the package will tell you, 
you can ask a clerk, or you can buy 
them and find out.

In any case, you will have learned 
the Dutch word for potatoes.

5. It’s fun to compare distant mar-
kets with what you have at home:

This can be especially fun when 
you travel within the States. Did you 
know for example, that the Wal-Mart 
in Honolulu shares a three-story 
building with Sam’s Club and that 

they have a water sports section 
that is larger than the average sport-
ing goods store elsewhere?

6. It saves you money on meals:
Even if your accommodations 

don’t offer the opportunity to cook, 
picking up basics such as bread, 
fruit and cheese for picnics can 
keep your trip within budget.

7. The beer and wine are 
cheaper:

On a recent trip to Europe, I 
enjoyed an excellent bottle of wine 
in Milan, purchased for 4 euros in a 
grocery store at the Milano Central 
train station. 

8. There are cheap souvenirs:
Whether it’s a tin of sardines from 

Slovenia or a package of cookies 
from a Caribbean market, there 
are things in food markets that are 
better souvenirs than you will find at 
the touristy shops. 

9. It usually gets you off the tour-
ist track:

Without sounding trite, leaving 
the touristy areas behind in favor of 
the kind of neighborhood where you 
can find groceries is exhilarating, no 
matter what city you are in. 
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By Melissa Etehad
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Greg Gianforte, the Montana 
Republican who assaulted a news-
paper reporter the day before being 
elected to Congress, has pleaded 
guilty to a misdemeanor assault 
charge but avoided jail time.

Gianforte appeared in Gallatin 
County Justice Court, where Judge 
Rick West ordered him to serve 40 
hours of community service, attend 
20 hours of anger management 
sessions and pay $385 in fines.

Those penalties were in lieu of a 
180-day jail sentence, which was 
deferred. If the wealthy business-
man completes the conditions 
under his sentence, he will be 
eligible to petition for the conviction 
to be removed from his records.

West initially had sentenced 
Gianforte to four days, with a stipu-
lation that the congressman-elect 
could participate in a work program 
as an alternative to jail, but quickly 
changed the sentence when he 
learned that Gianforte was not 
eligible for the work program.

“You accepted responsibility. You 
apologized,” West told Gianforte in 
the crowded courtroom packed with 
journalists and spectators.

During the hearing, reporter Ben 
Jacobs of the Guardian, a British 
newspaper with an international 
web readership, recounted his vio-
lent encounter with Gianforte and 
the subsequent national ramifica-
tions.

“While I have no doubt that 
actions like these were an aber-
ration for Congressman-elect 
Gianforte personally,” Jacobs said 
in his trial statement, “I worry that, 
in context of our political debate, 
they have become increasingly 
common. There will always be fun-
damental political disagreements in 
our society. However, these need 
not become personal and certainly 
should never become violent.”

Gianforte apologized to Jacobs. 
“I just want to say I’m sorry,” he 
said as he stood behind a lectern 
at the front of the courtroom. “If and 
when you are ready, I look forward 
to sitting down with you in D.C.”

Montana’s Gianforte receives no 
jail time for assaulting reporter

The Brazoria Lions Club named its 2017-2018 officers at their meeting, 
June 12, 2017, held at La Casona restaurant in Columbia Lakes. New offi-
cers are as follows: President, Roy Edwards; 1st Vice President, Gary Kersh; 
2nd Vice President, Marie Hicks; 3rd Vice President, Tina Dixon; Treasurer, 
David Jordan; Secretary, Gloria Powell; Tail Twister, Roy Compton; Lion 
Tamer, Darrell Powell, and Membership Chair, Kurt Buchanan.

The new Board of Directors are: Jerry Measells, Frank Petteway Sr, 
Bill James, “Bubba” Davis, Charlotte Hopkins, Carol Ann Davis, and Scott 
McCaskill.

In addition to the officer installation, County Commissioner, Pct. 4, David 
Linder, gave a county update and awards were presented, including special 
President’s Awards. Lion Scotty McCaskill also received an award for service 
to the organization. The Brazoria Lions Club meets the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month. For more information on the Brazoria Lions Club, 
call (979)798-4444.

Brazoria Lions announce new officers

Pictured (from L-R) are: Directors, Bill James, “Bubba” Davis, Scott 
McCaskill, Frank Petteway Sr., and Carol Ann Davis.  Next are:  Treasurer, 
David Jordan; Lion Tamer, Darrell Powell; Second Vice President, Marie 
Hicks; Secretary, Gloria Powell; President, Roy Edwards; First Vice Presi-
dent, Gary Kersh; Third Vice President, Tina Dixon; Tail Twister, Roy Comp-
ton; and Past President and Director Jerry Measells. Not shown are Director, 
Charlotte Hopkins and Membership Chair, Kurt Buchanan.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

County park improvements funded by Coastal Impact Assistance Program grants
Park rangers and maintenance crews are busy completing several Coastal 

Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) grant projects in the county’s parks.
CIAP provides federal money for specific projects in coastal areas. The 

grants are funded by federal offshore leases involving oil and gas drilling 
platforms and wells.

Recent grant projects have included new entry signs at five county parks, 
along with a variety of other improvements. A large portion of this cycle’s 
grant projects has centered on the new Education Center at Quintana Beach 
County Park. Items nearing completion at this park include wetland plants, 
pollinator garden plants, new signage, and solar lighting.

All CIAP grant projects are slated for completion at month’s end.

The Village of Surfside is expanding its public park offerings with a new 
splash pad park.

The new facility is the end result of a partnership agreement between 
Surfside and Brazoria County. The splash park, located adjacent to Bra-
zoria County’s Surfside Jetty Park, will be operated by Surfside and will 
make use of the northern parking lot and restrooms at Jetty Park.

New amenities feature a concrete pad, kid-oriented water fountains and 
water spout spray, all geared to provide a cool-down option for residents 
and visiting families during intense summer heat – with the added bonus 
of being cheaper and easier to maintain than a traditional swimming pool. 
Surfside’s new splash park is set to open this summer.

Surfside building new splash park

Park rangers plant roses along the lighted walkway leading to the new 
Education Center at Quintana Beach County Park. The roses were 
purchased with federal funding through a CIAP grant.

A large portion of this cycle’s CIAP grant funding centers on the new 
Education Center at Quintana Beach County Park.
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Schedule of events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturdays, June – August, 10-11:30 a.m.: Searching for Sea 
Life at Quintana Beach County Park. Help park rangers drag the seine (net) 
through the surf and discover sea life native to the Gulf of Mexico.  Open 
to the public. Program dates subject to weather and surf conditions. For 
information, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Saturday, July 8, 9 a.m. – noon: Kid’s Fishing Tournament Kids 
Fishing Tournament at Quintana Beach County Park. Spend the morning 
learning the safe and fun way to fish and then head to the water for your 
own fishing tournament. Prizes awarded for biggest fish and other catego-
ries. For information or reservations, call Mike at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, 15 July, 9 a.m. – noon: Summer Paddling Event. Come 
join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or borrow one of ours. 
Great for families and first time paddlers. Location TBA. For information or 
reservations call (979) 864-1541 ext. 7 or email mikem@brazoria-county.net 

Saturday, Aug. 5, 9 a.m. – noon: Kids’ Fishing Tournament, Resoft 
County Park. Spend the morning learning the safe and fun way to fish and 
then head to the water for your own fishing tournament. Prizes awarded for 
biggest fish and other categories. For information or reservations, call Mike 
at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, Aug. 12, 9 a.m. – noon:: Summer Paddling Event. Come 
join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or borrow one of ours. 
Great for families and first-time paddlers. Location TBA. For information or 
reservations call (979) 864-1541 ext. 7 or email mikem@brazoria-county.net 

Saturday, Sept. 16: Texas Navy Day Celebration. Celebrate the 
Republic of Texas Navy and Constitution Day at the Stephen F. Austin 
statue. Interact with costumed interpreters, observe a dignified Flag Retire-
ment Ceremony, and enjoy on-site refreshments. For information, call the 
SF Austin-Munson Park at (979) 248-5965.

Saturday, Sept. 23: Texas Adopt-A- Beach Fall Clean-Up. Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up. 
Dress for the weather and bring along some water. Supplies provided; lunch 
afterward. For more information, contact the coordinators (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

 Quintana Beach County 
Park hosted its first-ever Pol-
linator Palooza last month. 

The program, designed to 
raise awareness of the impor-
tance of pollinators, included 
hands-on interpretive events 
and activities, and special 
exhibits aimed at reaching the 
younger audience.

Pollinators include butter-
flies, bees, and other insects, 
which carry out the important 
task of pollinating most spe-
cies of plants, trees, and even 
agricultural crops. Their impor-
tance cannot be over-stated.

Park Supervisor Patty Brink-
meyer, who is well-known 
for her affinity for Monarch 
butterflies, spearheaded the 
construction of pollinator gar-
dens and planting milkweed 
– a dietary mainstay of Mon-
arch butterflies – on the park 
grounds to attract the colorful 
migratory butterflies. 

Her efforts have proven 
very successful at maintaining 
Quintana as a regular lay-over 
area for Monarchs on their 
annual migrations.

A large attendance and 
engaged visitors ensured that 
this will not be the last Pollina-
tor Palooza at the park.

Quintana Beach County Park hosts first Pollinator Palooza

A young visitor to Quintana Beach County Park’s first-ever Pollinator 
Palooza uses a microscope to examine pollinator larvae. Reaching 
children through inter-active displays and hands-on activities was a 
major focus of the event.

A fine crowd packs Quintana’s beach for the Memorial Day weekend. 
County Parks crews cleaned the beach in the week leading up to the 
holiday to provide safe vehicle access and a clean environment for 
beach-goers.

Memorial Day’s beach condition pristine
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God wants us to put our talents to use
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I own a small business that 
hires a lot of young people, but 
I’m frustrated because I can’t 
find very many who are reli-
able and actually want to work. 
Doesn’t the Bible say we’re not 
supposed to be lazy? - D.E.

A: Yes, the Bible certainly urges 
us to be responsible and diligent in 
our work, no matter who we are or 
what we’re doing. The Bible says, 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, 
do it with all your might” (Ecclesi-
astes 9:10).

One reason is because laziness 
will never give us the things we 
want, or even the things we need. 
More than that, others will suffer 
because of our slackness -- not 
only our families, but society as 
a whole. If no one wants to work, 
little will ever get done, and our 
society will sink deeper and deeper 
into poverty and hopelessness. 

The Bible says, “Lazy hands make 
for poverty, but diligent hands bring 
wealth” (Proverbs 10:4).

But the Bible warns us against 
laziness for another reason: a lazy 
person isn’t making use of the abili-
ties and gifts God has given them. 
God has put each of us here for a 
purpose, and His will is for us to 
be diligent in doing it. In one of His 
parables Jesus rebuked those who 
bury their talent instead of putting 
it to good use (see Matthew 25:
14-30). 

Perhaps we’ve failed today to 
teach our young people the value 
of work, and if so, our society 
will suffer. But instead of being 
frustrated, ask God to make you 
a mentor to your employees by 
helping them understand the value 
of work and develop the skills to do 
their jobs well. Above all, ask God 
to help you be an example to them 
not only of diligence, but of Christ-
like character.

Tribune Media Services 

edge as Hitler started making his 
moves in Europe. War was inevi-
table. The world was preparing for it, 
but not this kind of war. Not for “The 
War of the Worlds.”

It was an episode of the Ameri-
can radio drama anthology series, 
The Mercury Theatre on the Air, 
performed as a Halloween show 
and aired over the Columbia 
Broadcasting System radio network. 
Directed and narrated by actor and 
future filmmaker Orson Welles, 
the episode was an adaptation of 

H. G. Wells’ novel “The War of the 
Worlds” (1898).

The stage was set. The program 
went up that night against a popular 
variety show featuring Edgar Bergen 
and his wooden dummy, Charlie 
McCarthy. When the opening 
comedy routine gave way to Nelson 
Eddie’s singing, millions of listeners 
began twirling the dial, the radio 
equivalent of channel surfing.

That was about the time when 
things started to heat up in “The 
War of the Worlds” broadcast. Dial 
twirlers missed the beginning when 

the announcement was made that 
this was just a play. To them, it 
sounded like a real news broadcast. 
But it was fake news.

They heard that martians were 
invading, wiping out New Jersey 
and heading towards New York City. 
It sounded real. The show started 
with a musical orchestra with the 
broadcast being interrupted by 
special reports.

Americans were highly attuned 
to the sound of bad news and crisis 
- stock market crash, mass unem-
ployment, bank failures, Hitler. Wells 
could not have timed his play better. 
Many listeners swallowed the whole 
thing. To them this was a national 
emergency. But it was just a play.

There were a lot of listen-
ers. Eighty percent of American 
households had radios, which were 
telling them that strange creatures 
emerged from their capsules and 
sprayed humans with deadly light 
rays.

CBS’s phone banks became 
jammed, as were phone banks at 
police stations, newspapers and 
radio stations. People ran out into 
the streets and began fleeing. Then 
there were those who misunder-
stood the martian part and assumed 
that the Nazis were invading. And 
the panic grew.

CBS executives sent word to the 
studio, where the live broadcast was 
taking place, to inject an announce-
ment in the program that this was 
just a play, but Wells ignored it. He 
was directing the greatest play of 
his career.

To top things off, there was a 
power failure in the small city of 
Concrete, Washington at the same 
time the broadcast was being aired. 
You can imagine how that freaked 
out residents there.

At 42 minutes past the hour, 
Wells delivered the station break, a 

full 10 minutes after CBS demanded 
it. But many who were listening at 
that point were preoccupied with 
packing their bags and heading for 
the hills.

The next morning the broad-
cast was headlined in hundreds 
of papers, including the New York 
Times, and Wells apologized. Then 
he went to Hollywood and became a 
famous movie producer.

And the country had a full-scale 
dose of fake news. To many who 
listened, the medium was the mes-
sage – and to many it still is today.

The medium, the message and a fake martian attack
(Continued from Page 1)
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be time to relax and enjoy free time when you reach it.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You can get ahead by 

using your charm in the week ahead, but don’t forget to 
work hard, too. Your attention to the job at hand will have 
long lasting benefits and may give your career a boost.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): When you possess drive 
and energy you can go somewhere. As this week unfolds, 
focus on material success and sharing it with others. Stay 
abreast of bills, obligations and responsibilities. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): No man is an 
island. If you feel isolated, you may be challenged by the 
perception you must do everything yourself. Put impor-
tant projects into action in the first part of the week. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): People don’t always 
say what they mean. Confusion is possible so nail down 
an important deal or have a heart-to-heart discussion 
with a loved one as soon as possible this week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Fuzzy thinking can 
foul you up. Adding up columns of numbers is not your 
forte right now. In the week ahead express yourself 
clearly and make an effort to clear up misunderstandings.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Take pride in your 
passions. Some things will fall in place this week and by 
pushing yourself to the limits you can make a dream a 
reality. A little effort can pay off in big ways.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1586, English colonists sailed for 
home from Roanoke Island, N.C., 
after failing to establish England’s 
first permanent settlement in Amer-
ica. In 1862, slavery was outlawed 
in U.S. territories.

June 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1837, Queen Victoria ascended the 
British throne following the death of 
her uncle, King William IV. In 1963, 
eight months after the tension of 
the Cuban Missile Crisis took the 
two nations to the brink of nuclear 
war, the United States and the 
Soviet Union signed an agreement 
to set up a “hot line” telephone link 
between the nations’ capitals to be 
used in times of future emergen-
cies.

June 21: ON THIS DATE in 

1788, the U.S. Constitution went 
into effect, as New Hampshire 
became the ninth state to ratify it. 
In 1982, a jury in Washington, D.C., 
found John Hinckley Jr. not guilty by 
reason of insanity in the shootings 
of President Reagan and three 
others.

June 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1972, President Nixon and White 
House chief of staff H.R. Haldeman 
discussed using the CIA to obstruct 
the FBI’s Watergate investigation. 
(Revelation of the tape recording of 
this conversation two years later, 
evidence of a federal crime, fueled 
an impeachment move, which led to 
Nixon’s resignation.)

June 23: ON THIS DATE 
in 1931, Wiley Post and Harold 
Gatty took off from New York on 

the first round-the-world flight in a 
single-engine plane. In 1955, Walt 
Disney’s “Lady and the Tramp,” 
the first animated feature filmed in 
CinemaScope, opened in theaters.

June 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1314, the forces of Scotland’s king, 
Robert Bruce, defeated the English 
in the Battle of Bannockburn. In 
1948, communist forces cut off all 
land and water routes between 
West Germany and West Berlin, 
prompting the Western allies to 
organize the massive Berlin Airlift 
of food, fuel and other essential 
supplies.

June 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1950, North Korea invaded South 
Korea. In 1962, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that prescribed prayer 
in New York public schools was 
unconstitutional.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1969, 
Warren E. Burger was sworn in as 
chief justice of the United States by 
his predecessor, the retiring Earl 
Warren.

This week’s question: In 
1914, what event occurred in Sara-
jevo that triggered the outbreak of 
World War I about six weeks later?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Batter … urp?
Iowa’s fun-loving baseball team 

staged a midgame hot-dog eating 
contest in the dugout — and went 
on to win the Big Ten tournament.

“I’ve never been prouder,” said 
Hawkeyes strength and condition-
ing coach Joey Chestnut.

Next up: a crappie meal
Matthew McNellis and his girl-

friend, fishing at Lake Bardwell in 
Ennis, Texas, reeled in a 21/2-foot 
bass using a McDonald’s chicken 
McNugget for bait. Imagine what 
they could’ve caught using a 
Whopper.

Stretch play
This just in: The end zones are 

getting bigger! At least, what other 
reason could there possibly be for 
Nebraska announcing it will widen 
some seats in the north end of 
Memorial Stadium?

Paging Joe Friday
The Reds’ Scooter Gennett 

pounded out a whopping 10 RBIs 
and four home runs in a single 
game. Or, as the feat is better 

known around the Police League, 
a big 10-4.

Alley oops
North Carolina basketball star 

Luke Maye escaped uninjured 
after his car flipped several times. 
Overzealous Tar Heels publicists 
immediately credited him with a  
turnover.

Old habits die hard
Police arrested former NBA 

player Ben Gordon on suspicion 
of pulling several fire alarms at the 
L.A. apartment complex he lives 
in. Say this much for Gordon: He’s 
still trying to draw charges.

Standing in tall corn
Iowa’s baseball team under 

coach Rick Heller has won 141 
games the past four seasons 
— the best four-year run in pro-
gram history. Or as the hot stretch 
is now known around Iowa City, 
Heller high water.

Spilling a drink
A liquor truck overturned near 

Atlanta, blocking a freeway inter-
change there.

Panic among Braves fans was 
averted when police revealed the 
cargo was merely Jack Daniels, 
not Tomahawk Schnapps.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Cut to the chase. Be 
candid and honest as a means of achieving your own 
ends. Parlay information to your advantage in the week 
to come. Indecision could make a problem even worse.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Steer clear of touchy 
people in the week ahead. You can hook up with a cre-
ative-minded person who makes the wheels turn much 
more smoothly. Look for opportunities to make money.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You may be in the 
mood to be shrewd. As this week unfolds, you can use 
your business skills to upgrade your financial situa-
tion. Stay right on top of things by making executive 
decisions.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Set reasonable goals. 
In the week ahead, you may be challenged to honor 
financial commitments and promises to partners. Stay 
within the budget as you look for ways to grow invest-
ments.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Find a balance unless you 
actually own the palace. You may expect others to 
quickly obey your every wish and command. You may 
feel the need to take charge in the upcoming week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Hard work won’t hurt 
you. Exert some effort this week. Keep in mind that 
you are working to achieve a valuable goal. There will 

Jumble Answers
  Jumbles: UPEND  HOARD  ZEALOT  ZOMBIE
  Answer: When they carved the Jumble into the side of the mountain, they made a -- HARD PUZZLE

Did you know?
• If you started putting $6.35 in your savings account every day when you 

turned 30, you would be a millionaire by age 65.
• Many medieval manuscripts featured bawdy margin illustrations that 

featured men playing trumpets with their anuses.
• Since penguins don’t need hollow, light bones to fly, the bones in their 

flippers are solid and can be used to fight off rivals.
• In China, 4.9 million people have been banned from flying on planes 

because of their poor credit scores.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Librarians might use them
12 Lt. col.’s inferior
15 Sci-fi concept
16 Lovelace whom many consider 
the first computer programmer
17 Whatchamacallit
18 Solo on-screen
19 Trail, perhaps
20 Milky Way source

21 Camera product
23 Tablet container
24 Coral Triangle tourist destination
25 Left rolling in the aisles
26 Down a lot
28 __ other
30 Robot starter
31 Pay dirt
33 Hassle
35 First instrument for many

38 Icy Hot competitor
39 Keep secret
41 Sushi bar delicacy
42 __ pedal: guitar accessory
43 Slam offering
45 Org. that monitors plants
48 Nervous person?
50 Fail to beat the heat
52 AIDS-fighting drug
54 Rough stuff
55 Low-cost pub
56 “__ bien”
57 Storage unit?
58 Vaping devices
61 “Wheel of Fortune” purchase
62 Amusing editor, at times
63 Mo. for which tanzanite is a 
birthstone
64 Comics-derived danger alert

DOWN
1 Yoga variety
2 Fine after an accident
3 Well-lit?
4 “Gimme a __”
5 Noodle variety
6 Certain queen’s domain
7 Steamed cantina food
8 Like a certain female artery
9 Ink deliverers
10 WWII arena
11 Basil’s wife on “Fawlty Towers”
12 Buddhism branch
13 Company offering many promo-
tions
14 Mystery woman
22 Watches over
24 Where an engineer may retire
25 Less forward
27 Artery problem
29 Bear fruit?
32 Secretly unite
34 Arrogant sort
35 Beverage used in Chinese 
cuisine
36 Team member in “Moneyball”
37 “Eldorado” group
39 Soured
40 Part-human mythological crea-
ture
44 Threat
46 Get cracking
47 Ancient cacao bean traders
49 TED talk subjects
51 Encyclopedia Brown’s first name
53 Discretion
55 Italian tubes
56 Sera is a form of it
59 Tea holder
60 Halting syllable
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
PERU  CUBA  CHINA  CHILE  FINLAND  POLAND  ICELAND
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Oregon man Justin Haworth fell 
asleep at a late showing of “Rogue 
One”—he got locked inside the 
theater and had to be rescued by 
police.

• In “When Harry Met Sally,” the 
documentary-style interludes about 
how various couples met were all 
true love stories.

• Researchers have made a bat-
tery from metal scrap and common 

household chemicals that can 
withstand 13 years of charging and 
discharging.

• Troll dolls were invented in the 
1950s by Danish fisherman Thomas 
Dam, who carved them out of wood 
and sold them door-to-door.

• Samsung, the company respon-
sible for the exploding Galaxy 
Note 7, is now recalling 2.8 million 
exploding washing machines.
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