
chores.
He handed my wife a price list.  

Our driveway needed pressure 
washing so the $25 - $40 price 
range caught her eye.

“How much to pressure wash our 
driveway?” she asked.

“That will be $55,” the kid replied.
“But the sheet 

says the price 
range is $25 - 
$40!”

“You have a big driveway.” 
This kid had already mastered 

the bait and switch.
My wife agreed to his price, 

and he promised he would return 
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Camp Mohawk improvements; 
surviving rip currents; painting 

at San Luis Pass; using anti-litter 
app to report litterbugs.

Peach fried pies

By John Toth
The Bulletin

It was time to give the saplings 
and shrubs in the front of the house 
a good trim. They started to look like 
something out of a Tarzan movie.

I got my battery-operated, heavy-
duty hedge trimmer, pruning shears, 
gloves and safety glasses and 
started working on this overgrown 
monstrosity.

I pride myself on shaping the 

shrubs and some saplings with 
these implements. I usually trim 
them into a circular shape.

I admired for many years a house 
along Hwy. 36 (or at least I think that 
where it was) with all kinds of animal 
figures shaped out of shrubs. That’s 
above my paygrade.

Instead of firing up the hedge 
trimmer, I decided for some reason 
to use the manual tools at my dis-
posal and started cutting back the 
branches. It didn’t take long before 
I discovered a bird’s nest with three 
little fledglings with their mouths 
wide open, facing the sky, waiting 
for mama bird to drop worms into 
each one of them.

I sure was glad that I didn’t use 
the power hedge trimmer, like I 
always do. I don’t know what type of 
little birds they were. I’m not much 

Ramblings

Waiting for mom to feed them and for me to leave them alone.

Stormy start to delivery leads to a more normal finish
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

My phone went off, warning of 
a severe thunderstorm above us. 
The thunder and lightning already 
delivered that message. I was in 
the hospital with contractions and 
was also trying to deliver - in a 
different sort of way.

I got hooked up 
to the monitors and 
went to use the 
restroom. Then the power went out. 
I was in total drarkness. Then they 
came back on. It was nice to be 
able to see again. That’s how it all 
started - my birthing experience. 

I woke up that morning and 
felt fine. But I was having some 
contractions the night before. I had 
a doctor’s appointment that same 
day. The sun was shining bright. 
There wasn’t a cloud in the sky. It 
looked like a perfect day to have a 

baby - for a while.
I was told that if I had any con-

tractions, go straight to the hospital. 
But I wasn’t too worried. I came 
home from my appointment, went to 
walk my dog, ate lunch, and hopped 
on the Angleton Chamber of Com-
merce’s virtual luncheon. Then the 
contractions started again. 

I tried to finish 
the program.The 
guest was Texas 

House Speaker Dennis Bonnen, and 
the questions were interesting, to 
put it mildly. Then my doctor called 
and told me that my blood pressure 
was a little high and that I should go 
to the hospital as soon as possible. 
It didn’t go up because of the ques-
tions. It’s been high for a while.

I was taking notes for a story, but 
it was doctor’s orders, so I hopped 
off the call and did as I was told. My 
husband, David, and I already had 

The new mommy diaries

Stephanie and baby.
everything packed in the car and 
ready to go at a minute’s notice. 
We did our homework as first-time 
parents.

Young entrepreneurs give me hope
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

I admit recent events had me wor-
ried about our country’s future. 

But in the middle of the pandemic, 
the protests and the partisanship, a 
pint-sized glimmer of hope appeared 
at our front door.

Standing there 
was a scrawny kid 
who told my wife 
that he and his 
partner were starting a business. 
Right, I thought skeptically. 

He looked to be elementary 
school age, a fourth- or fifth-grader 
at most.  By appearance, he didn’t 
seem old enough to operate any-
thing but a corner 50-cent lemonade 
stand.

He and his partner were out in the 
mid-day heat going house-to-house 
in our Pearland neighborhood offer-
ing to do yard work or handyman 

The View from My Seat

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Summertime is finally here, and 
we are all slowly coming out from 
our forced COVID-19 hibernations, 
just in time to take full advantage of 
all the summertime fruits. 

I think summer fruits in season 

have to be my favorite fruits – 
whether they are watermelons, 
cantaloupes, strawberries, blackber-
ries, blueberries, seedless grapes, 
nectarines or, my favorite – peaches.

But not just any peach. It abso-
lutely must be either a Georgia 
peach or a Texas Hill Country peach. 
In my opinion, they are the only 
peaches worth taking home. 

The California variety may look 
good, but they have no flavor and no 

Memories are made of this
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WEATHER FACTS

WEATHER FUN FACTS
• The word “Hurricane” comes from the Taino Native American Word “huru-

cane”, which means “evil spirit of the wind.”
• In just 10 minutes, a hurricane can unleash more energy than all the 

world’s nuclear weapons combined.
• Texas gets the most tornadoes a year out of any state at an average of 

110 a year.
• A “fire whirl” is when a tornado spins too close to a forest fire.
• Rain contains Vitamin B-12.

• In 1894 in Bath, England, loads 
of jellyfish rained from the sky, and 
in 1887 in South Carolina, eight 
alligators dropped from the sky!

• Ever heard of “bloody rain”? 
It’s not from a horror movie - it’s a 
real thing - but it’s not really blood 
making the rain red, just red sand 
picked up from the desert.

• In the winter of 1932, it was so 
cold in the U.S. that Niagra Falls 
froze completely solid!

• A “chinook” is a warm wind that 
comes from the ocean - they have 
been known to melt piles of snow in 
a day.

• Different colored moons are 
due to changes in the atmosphere, 
but as the saying goes, they only 
happen once in a “blue moon.”

• The heaviest hailstone in history 
weighed one kilogram.



castic or ambiguous, having a double 
meaning, as in this example: “You’re 
prettier in person.” “I think what you 
meant to say is ‘you’re really ugly in 
photos.’”

Wasps are our friends
Q. Wasps are one of the least 

loved animals, but why might it be 
time for a rebranding?

A. “Far from being bothersome 
and vindictive, they make valuable 
contributions to ecosystems, the 
economy, and even our health, says 
entomologist Richard Jones in “New 
Scientist” magazine. Though many 
people equate wasps with yellow 
jackets, these social insects comprise 
less than 4% of more than 110,000 
known wasp species. Under a third 
are stinging and predatory, the 
remainder being parasitic.   

Surprisingly, although honeybees 
are the prime pollinators of many cul-
tivated fruit crops, wasps and other 
insects pollinate most wild flowers. 
In fact, some plants rely exclusively 
on wasps, including almost 100 
species of orchids. More directly 
beneficial to humans, wasps are also 
the third most important predators 
of insects after birds and spiders, 
targeting woodlice, flying beetles and 
more, and attacking many serious 
crop pests. “A mature wasp colony 
is reckoned to take between 3000 
and 4000 prey a day at the height 
of the season.” Even a wasp’s 
venom may prove a useful source 
of medicine: with its antibacterial 
and antiviral qualities, it can inhibit 
the development of a parasite that 
causes Chagas’ disease, and further 
testing may uncover treatments for 
neurological conditions, allergies and 
cardiovascular disease. 

Finally, wasps are affected by 
climate change and widespread 
use of pesticides, making them 
“good indicators of environmental 
stress.”  Concludes Jones: “It is time 
we stopped demonizing wasps and 
learned to love them.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

I’m older and smarter than 
you, I think.

Q. As far back as the fourth 
century B.C., Aristotle lamented the 
shortcomings of Greece’s young 
people, saying “They think they know 
everything and are always quite sure 
about it.” On to the present, and the 
old continue to complain about the 
young. What accounts for this?

A. In a recent study, researchers 
John Protzko and Jonathan Schooler 
measured older Americans as to their 
intelligence, authoritarian tendencies 
and enthusiasm for reading, says Ted 
Scheinman in “Smithsonian” maga-
zine. They observed that respondents 
“believe that children are especially 
deficient on the traits in which they 
happen to excel.” For example, the 
more intelligent are more likely to 
say that young people are getting 
stupider, despite decades of rising 
intelligence worldwide.

Flawed memory is at the heart of 
the “kids these days effect,” research-
ers say. “Sometimes older people 
mistakenly recall that kids in the past 
were more accomplished than today’s 
kids, who suffer by comparison.”

As Protzko puts it, baby boomers 
whom youngsters blame for despoil-
ing the earth (“O.K., boomer”) “can 
take comfort in knowing that mem-

bers of Generation Z will one day 
hear the inevitable: ‘O.K., zoomer.’”

This segment comes in 
handy

Q. All hands on deck for this one:  
Do you know the meaning of these 
hand-related words: “handfast,” 
“repugnant,” “ironfisted,” “deadhand” 
and “backhanded”?

A. “Handfast,” from Old English 
“handfaesten” (to pledge or betroth) 
refers to “a contract or agreement, 
especially about a betrothal or 
marriage,” says Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website. Earliest 
documented use is 1275. “Repug-
nant” derives a hand connection from 
the Latin “pugnus” (fist) and from the 
Latin “repugnant” (contrary, opposed).  
The word means “distasteful,” “offen-
sive” or “objectionable.”

“Ironfisted” has a double meaning: 
“ruthless,” alluding to someone wield-
ing a crushing fist; or “stingy,” sug-
gesting a hard-to-open fist clenching 
money.  And “dead hand” is a literal 
translation of “mortmain” and can 
mean “a stifling influence,” especially 
of the past on the present; or “the 
perpetual ownership of property” by 
the church or other institutions. 

Finally, the metaphorical sense 
of “backhanded” comes from “the 
image of a hand facing backward, 
being indirect or hiding something.”  
Hence, it describes something sar-

Baywood Foods Shopping Center

CHICKEN
FINGER 
BASKET

$695

WITH
CRISPY FRIES
TEXAS TOAST

CREAM GRAVY
  Arlan's Market Shopping Center

NOW HIRING

THANK YOU FOR 25 GREAT YEARS
The Bulletin is in its 26th year of 
publishing. We have some great 
advertising deals celebrating this 
occasion. Call (979) 849-5407 for 
details. Always shop locally, and 
please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
3-7 PM DAILY

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

DRIVIN’ ON TULSA TIME?: Cops from the Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol and the local police department chased a guy and his passengers 
traveling westbound on I-40 from McLoud, Okla., through Midwest City 
near Reno and Douglas when an officer forced him into a barrier, causing 
the vehicle to roll over. But it landed on its wheels, and the suspects con-
tinued the chase for several more miles before they pulled over and were 
arrested.

SIN MAY NOT BE DEADLY, BUT IT CAN BE COSTLY: Men 
in Romulus, Mich., have received emails threatening the release of video 
footage from their own webcams of them watching pornography -- a split-
screen showing the actual X-rated clip along with their reaction as they 
viewed it -- unless they pay up to $7,000. It turned out to be a scam, much 
to their relief.

DON’T LIE TO ME, LISA! I CAN SEE RIGHT THROUGH 
YOU!: An unemployed 36-year-old man in Jersey City, N.J., says he has 
been dating a ghost named Lisa for the past two years, but now the rela-
tionship is on the rocks as he fears she is cheating on him.

IT JUST FEELS SO GOOD TO SIT DOWN...: Frogs, breeding 
in underground watercourses, have infiltrated the plumbing systems of 
homes in Chesterfield, England, and have started climbing up through the 
drains and into their toilets. Residents are said to be very nervous about 
answering the call of nature.

A VERY SPECIAL DELIVERY: A postal worker was arrested for 
selling cocaine from her vehicle as she delivered mail along her route in 
Ashtabula, Ohio.

WHO YOU CALLIN’ UNSTABLE!?: A truck driver was fired from a 
hauling company in Chicago after only four days because he was deemed 
unstable when he engaged in an argument over a routine vehicle assign-
ment. So, he ran across the lot, jumped into a truck and slammed it into 
the owner’s car several times.

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED, SIR: Tired of raucous teenagers 
storming through his farm in Westminster, Md., in their all-terrain vehicles 
for the past month, the property owner got into his truck and intercepted 
three of them near his orchard. He then reached out his driver’s-side door 
and fired his handgun multiple times in the air, causing the lads to take off.  
He told arresting officers, “I want people to think I’m crazy around here.”

HEY, WHAT HAVE I DONE NOW, DEAR!?: A man bought his wife 
a bouquet of flowers for Mother’s Day, but, despite the lovely gesture, she 
ended the day by hitting him repeatedly with the flowers at 1:30 in the 
morning as he lay in the bed of their Pinellas County Fla., home.

THAT POTATO SALAD IS MINE!: A man pulled a gun on a guy 
during an argument at the deli counter of the Publix supermarket in 
Orlando, Fla., causing patrons and employees to run out of the building.  
A second man inside the store, hearing the commotion, drew out his own 
weapon as protection for his life. The first guy fled, and the second guy 
was not charged.

YOU KNOW, I DIDN’T THINK BOBBY LOOKED LIKE ME: A 
British tycoon discovered that two of his three children were fathered by 
a business associate. The tycoon had divorced his wife who then married 
the lover. The tycoon is suing for the cost of raising and supporting the 
children he thought were his.

 O.K., I KNOW THIS LOOKS BAD, OFFICER: A man broke into 
the Halifax River Yacht Club in Daytona Beach, Fla., and stole a cooler full 
of liquor from the bar. Police found him the next morning passed out in the 
bushes across the street with a cooler marked “Halifax River Yacht Club.”

979-331-3457

Tacos, Kolaches, Croissants
Biscuits, Fresh Coffee

and more!

Open Every Day
4:30 am - 1:00 pm

500 W. Mulberry St. , Angleton, TX 77515
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I stood in line at the hospital to 
get checked in, and we also had 
to get our temperatures taken. We 
were given masks. The contractions 
were becoming more frequent; it’s 
a good thing we went when we did. 
Thankfully, they weren’t that bad, or 
else this process would have been 
miserable. We finally made it to the 
labor and delivery ward.

They used a COVID-19 nasal 
swab on me. It felt like they were 
trying to scratch my brain. Negative, 
but my blood pressure was way up, 
and they diagnosed me with pre-ec-
lampsia. This is serious. I looked it 
up. It can be dangerous to the mom 
and baby. 

I was now scared. Because of 
my condition and because I was in 
my 39th week, I was going to have 
a baby in a few hours. They didn’t 
say how many hours. That’s a good 
thing.

They started inducing. I began 
feeling larger contractions, but I 
wasn’t in pain. I finally knew what 
real contractions felt like, and at this 
point, they were not living up to their 
bad name. But it was still early in the 
game.

While we waited and between 
contractions, I wrote my story about 
Speaker Bonnen’s perspective and 
update on the corona virus and sent 

it in for editing.
I heard many times that my mom 

filed her stories from her bed at 
home and called the publication 
to make sure they were received 
before she headed to the hospital to 
deliver me. 

I didn’t plan to do it this way, but 
I think that filing a story from my 
actual delivery bed gets top billing. 

If this is what delivery is like, 
bring it on. This is a piece of cake. 
After filing my story, I fell asleep.

Five minutes later, it felt like a 
water balloon popped inside me. It 
was a really weird feeling. I called 
the nurse. My water had broken 
naturally on its own. 

No one had planned on that. It 
was all over the place. This time 
it was for real - no damp patio 
furniture cushion around to trick me 
- like a few weeks ago.

The nurses called the doctor. 
There are four doctors in the prac-
tice I have been going to. Of course, 
the doctor on call was the one I had 
never met.

The contractions turned strong 
and hard. I’m glad I wrote my story 
earlier. These contractions lived up 
to their name. A nurse described 
them as “monster contractions.” 
They were increasing in time and 
length. 

“Do you want the epidural?” 

asked the nurse. 
Music to my ears. No, I want to 

suffer some more. Get that thing 
going - fast, I was thinking.

“Yes, please,” I said.
I was going on 15 hours of labor, 

granted not all of it was this bad.
 “The anesthesiologist is in 

surgery right now, but he can 
come once he is done,” the nurse 
reassured me. That was a game- 
changer, but I handled it. The next 
hour and a half was miserable, but 
I tried to think of nice things - things 
that weren’t painful. 

The anesthesiologist finally 
walked in, much to my relief. He 
did his magic, and I started feeling 
much better. I don’t know how 
women did this before all these 
great anti-pain inventions. 

It was finally time to start pushing 
really hard. But where was the 
doctor? The nurses started without 
her. 

It was the fourth quarter of the 
Superbowl, and I had put a lot of 
hard work into this. It was time to 
win this game. They let me take 
my mask off. They could tell I 
was struggling with it. I could now 
breathe better now.

The doctor showed up. We had a 
short meeting while I was pushing. 
David was there also. They let him 
in the room for this marathon. He 

was the cheering section.
I was pushing as hard as I could 

for two hours. If my blood pressure 
didn’t go through the roof before, 
it did now. It was the hardest and 
longest workout of my life. 

Help me out, little one. We’re 
almost there. Turn the other way 
so the nice doctor doesn’t have to 
use any instruments to get you out. 
We can do this together, you and I. 
I push, and you turn. Let’s do it one 
more time.

That’s what he did. He turned 
around, which made the pushing 
more effective. The doctor was 
impressed. I was giving it all,  every-
thing I had. There was not much 

more left in the tank, so this better 
work.

And then it happened. They 
plopped him on my chest. I was in 
shock, emotionally and physically. 
I laid there motionless. Hello, baby. 
Nice of you to drop in like this.

I couldn’t believe he was here 
- the little human who was in my 
stomach for nine months - was now 
laying on me. It was instant love. 

Welcome to the world, Brantley, 
born at 7:11 a.m. on May 28, 2020. 
We have been expecting you.

(You can reach Stephanie at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or 
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Why not just write and file a story between contractions?
(Contimued from Page 1)

First walk at age three days with mom and dad.
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wonderful aroma.
When you smell a peach, and it 

does not set off an olfactory orgy – 
don’t buy it.

About this time last year, I wrote 
about Fredericksburg peaches. Last 
year, they were hard to come by, but 
I understand this year they have a 
bumper crop. 

We didn’t make the run to the Hill 
Country this year, but Roy found 
Texas peaches again at HEB.

 He brought home a bag, and 
I had the notion to make a peach 
cobbler, or one of my favorite reci-

pes, Peach Fried Pies. 
It looks like I’m down to the last 

few peaches in the bag. I may have 
to make another run to HEB before 
the peaches disappear.

I haven’t given you a recipe in a 
while, so I thought you might like to 
try making these Peach Fried Pies.

But I want to caution you – don’t 
take shortcuts.

 Don’t even think about using 
premade pie pastry for the crust. It 
is not the same. 

The pastry, made according to 
directions, is stiff enough to hold the 
fruit in and tender enough to enjoy 

eating. 
And make sure you use fresh 

peaches – NEVER canned ones. 
(I think people who use canned 
peaches for cobblers or fried pies 
aren’t even Texans.) 

Where it says to use ice water, 
put some water in a glass with ice 
cubes; when the outside of the 
glass sweats, the water is cold 
enough to use.

 Follow the recipe, or don’t bother 
making these pies.

I cut this recipe out of The 
Houston Post many years ago. 
The pastry is attributed to Jonathon 
Dixxon, Ouisie’s Pastry Chef.

Peach Fried Pies
Filling:
2 pounds fresh peaches
2 tablespoons brown sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 teaspoon almond extract
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg
Pinch of salt
Pastry:
2 cups all-purpose flour
2 tablespoons sugar

1 teaspoon salt
½ cup Crisco shortening
½ cup ice water
For filling, combine sliced 

peaches, sugar, spices, extracts 
and salt in a medium bowl.

Set aside.
Prepare pastry dough; chill for 

30 minutes. Divide dough in half. 
Roll out each half; cut 6 circles (3 
from each half of dough), each 5 ¼ 
inches in diameter. (You can make 
smaller pies if you choose.)

Place several sliced peaches on 
each dough circle. Moisten edges 
with water, fold in half over filling. 
Seal with fork.

Heat 2 to 3 inches Crisco short-
ening in a deep fryer or saucepan to 

365 degrees. Fry a few at a time 3 
minutes or until golden brown. Turn 
once. Remove with slotted spoon; 
drain on paper towels.

Serve warm, dusted with confec-
tioner’s sugar. This is also great with 
ice cream or whipped topping.

Makes 6 pies
Sometimes, when I am making 

these pies, I substitute some of the 
peaches for pitted fresh cherries 
and/or blackberries or blueberries. I 
also like them cold – if you have any 
left, which usually does not happen. 

Enjoy!
(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 

Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Making my peach fried pie recipe with Texas peaches
(Continued from Page 1)

WE HOPE YOU HAD A HAPPY WE HOPE YOU HAD A HAPPY 
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of a bird expert. But I knew that 
they were hungry. I think they were 
mockingbirds.

Did I cut too much of the tree 
away before I spotted the nest? It 
was not hidden as well now. I hoped 
the mom bird would still come back 
and feed these little ones, even 
though I cut away some of their 
home.

This beautification project was 
done for now. That part of the house 
will just have to look jungle-like until 
the little birds fly from the nest. I 
moved on to the other side, where 
the greenery was even worse.

I found two more bird nests 
there - cardinals (I could even see 
that). The front of my house has 
been turned into a bird motel for the 
spring. I could hear and see that the 
parents were not too pleased by my 
presence.

I stopped everything and made 
one more visit to one of the nests 
to take a picture. Then I went inside 
and posted a photo of the fledglings 
on Facebook.

“You can finish cutting the shrubs 
back after they grow up and leave 
the nest,“ wrote a friend. “A house 
that has bird nests is a lucky house. 
Lots of good things will happen to 
you this year.”

I’ll take that. The year has been a 

little rocky so far.
“Did you hire those birds to make 

the nests?” asked another friend.
I would have, had I known that 

they brought good luck. Although I 
was anxious to get the front of the 
house in shape, I had to settle for 
watching movies that afternoon. I 
didn’t want to disturb the birds any-
more, especially if they represent 
good luck.

I looked closely at the makeup 
of the nest. It is incredibly well-built 
from twigs that are interwoven to 
give it strength. I never paid atten-
tion to it before. These birds know 
how to build a sturdy nest.

“I hope the storms and rain won’t 
blow it away,” I told my wife, Sharon, 
since I cut back quite a bit of the 
branches covering the nest before 
I saw it.

I went to look a couple of days 
later after we had some pretty 
strong storms rolling through. Not 
a single twig was out of place. The 
birdies were still there and hungry. 
The mom flew out of the nest and 
almost into my face. How rude. 
Then she perched herself on top of 
my fence and complained about my 
presence.

A few days later I checked again, 
this time making sure that the mom 
was not in there. The nest was 
empty. I checked the other nests. 

Empty. The birds that used to com-
plain because mom could not feed 
them fast enough were flying above 
my yard and sitting on the power 
line leading to the house, chirping.

I hope they said, “thank you for 
letting us hang out.”

It was a happy and sad scene. 
Happy, because the fledglings were 
flying around my house as mom 
was teaching them the tricks of the 
trade. Sad because now I had to 
finish the yardwork.

But I left the nests alone, just in 
case one of the young birds needs 
a place to crash.

Birdies flew away, left us with empty nests and yard work
(Continued from Page 1)

One day, they all just flew away, leaving us with an empty nest.
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Brazoria County Library SystemBrazoria County Library System

CLASSES SUSPENDED

Summer 

Reading 

Challenge 

 until July 31

Read books for fun 

and prizes! 

Log your time using 

the Beanstack app or 

log in on the website 

at: 

bclstx.beanstack.org

Open Texas Library Visitor Guidelines
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the next day at 5 p.m. to clean our 
driveway … and collect $55.  

My wife and I chuckled about 
being “taken.”

I couldn’t help wondering what 
was driving this kid – as young 
as he was - to be out in the heat 
offering to do such labor-intensive 
chores.  According to stereotypes, 
kids today are supposed to be in 
their air-conditioned homes playing 
video games or watching Netflix. 

Maybe he was earning money for 
a bike or the latest video game.  

Or maybe, just maybe, his par-
ents were out of work because of 
the pandemic, and he was helping 
with family expenses. That was my 
preferred way of thinking. 

The next afternoon I was return-
ing home from errands when I saw 
the kid and his partner pulling a 
wagon loaded with equipment. 

They stopped at my neighbor’s 
house and trimmed her hedges. 

After a while, there was a knock 
on the door.  

“You guys are early, “ I said.
“We just want to confirm the price 

before starting,” said the youngster 
we had talked with previously.

“But I thought we confirmed a 
price of $55,” I said, slightly irritated 
but mostly amused.

“Actually, we want to renegoti-
ate the price,” said the youngster I 
hadn’t met before.  He clearly was 
The Closer. 

I felt like I was buying a car and 
the friendly salesman was referring 
me to the hard-nosed finance guy. 

“How much now?” I asked
“We were thinking $60.”
They agreed to a counteroffer.  

They would get $60, but only if they 
did a good job.

I watched from my air-conditioned 
study as the two youngsters went 
to work.    

On this hot and humid afternoon,  
they were the only signs of life on 
the block. 

Their small pressure washer was 
no match for our driveway. They 
struggled getting the driveway clean 
but persisted for more than an hour.

Worried about the heat, I brought 
them water and suggested they 
could finish when it was cooler.

“That’s O.K., we said we would do 
it today,” The Closer said. 

My wife inspected the work when 
they were finished and judged it to 
be satisfactory.  

Good enough for $60. 
As the kids walked off, I thought 

we had seen the last of them … and 
their business. They were clearly 
worn down, and they must have 
been thinking a day at the pool with 
their friends was more fun than 
starting a business.  

But three days later, after dark, 
there was a knock on our door.  
Guess who?

“Do you remember us; we did 
your driveway?” The Closer asked, 
as if it had been years ago, not 
days.

“We will trim your hedges for 
$25.”

We passed this time, but the boys 
went next door, where they landed 
future work.

 I could tell because they had a 
flashlight out to schedule work for 
their latest customers. 

As they walked back past our 
house, I asked how their business 
was doing. “Great,” they said.

In the middle of all the chaos, this 
country is still producing youngsters 
like these two. I felt better, for the 
moment. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

These kids drive a hard business deal
(Continued from Page 1)

Enjoy Clarion’s Summer Children’s Series free online
The Clarion at Brazosport Col-

lege’s popular Summer Children’s 
Series will still feature some of the 
best family friendly entertainment 
around, but it will only be available 
online in special one-time-only 
performances.

The Summer Children’s Series, 
which features magic, hip-hop 
dance, science demonstrations and 

music, will be streamed for free 
exclusively on the Clarion’s website, 
YouTube channel and Facebook 
page. Each performance will feature 
a show at its scheduled day and 
time. The shows will not be re-aired.

The shows in this season’s 
Summer Series will all be free 
of change and those who have 
already purchased tickets to 

upcoming performances will be 
issued refunds.

The series will feature new 
performances at 10 a.m. on most 
Wednesdays through July 15, when 
Tom’s Fun Band closes the season 
with his usual energy-filled, toe-tap-
ping concert.

For more information, visit the 
Clarion’s website at brazosport.edu/
clarion or by call (979) 230-3156.
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Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Rex Lloyd 
Vice Chairman: Ron McCulley
Secretary: Dorman Davidson
Commissioners: Walter Branson, 

Brian Wilmer, Rebecca Hay, Alvie 
Merrill.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees and sand fenc-
ing, lend a hand with programs, 
and add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Camp Mohawk County Park has its fire pit rebuilt by Lanmarc Construction

The fire pit at Camp Mohawk County Park received a significant glow-up, thanks to Lanmarc Construction of West Columbia. Check out these before 
and after photos, and give the park a call to schedule your next visit.

The heady warmth of summer is upon us, and while you’re lathering on 
your sunscreen and packing up your beach bags it’s important to remember 
to come to county beaches prepared for the dangers of the water as well as 
the sun. 

A rip current is a narrow, powerful current of water running perpendicu-
lar to the beach, out into the ocean. Moving at speeds of up to eight feet per 
second, rip currents can move faster than an Olympic swimmer. A horizon-
tal motion, rip currents do not pull people under water. They actually pull 
people away from the shore with a movement that can cause your feet to be 
knocked out from under you.

If you find yourself dealing with a rip current, don’t panic. You’ll need to 
swim out of the current in a direction following the shoreline, or if you cannot, 
float or calmly tread water. Once out of the current, swim back to the beach. 
If you need help, wave your arms wildly and call out as loudly as possible.

If in doubt, don’t go out.

How to avoid and survive a rip current 

One of our park guests is creating a beautiful painting of the San Luis 
Pass, using some of the locals as subjects. Fishing is just one of the 
many things you can do to relax and unwind with us! Come see the final 
painting in our office!

San Luis Pass Park is not just for fishing

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION
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COLOR
Schedule of Events

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Per the office of the Brazoria County judge, considering recommen-
dations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, many of 
our park facilities have been closed in an effort to minimize the risk of 
the COVID-19 virus. This has changed the department’s schedule of 
upcoming events, with some programs postponed. 

The below events are still scheduled.
Saturday, July 4, 9 a.m. to noon: Rubber Duck Regatta. The 

Brazoria County Parks Department will be loaning out kayaks to partic-
ipate in this year’s Rubber Duck Regatta. Hosted by the Lake Jackson 
Parks & Recreation Department, teams will compete to collect different 
types of rubber ducks along Oyster Creek. Contact (979) 864-1152 or 
email mikem@brazoria-county.com to reserve a kayak.

Saturday, July 18, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer Paddling Event 
#2. Come join the Brazoria Paddlers Club as they hold a paddling event 
on one of the waterways in Brazoria County. Great for families and first- 
time paddlers. Bring your own boat or borrow one of ours. Location to 
be announced at a later date. Must complete, or already have on file, 
a copy of our liability release form for 2020. For information or reserva-
tions, call (979) 864-1152 or email mikem@brazoria-county.com. 

New TxDot app allows you to report beach litterbugs

The Texas Department of Transportation has a new 
app for download, but they’re certainly not playing 
games.

Litterer is an iPhone app that helps concerned citizens 
anonymously report any littering they may see along 
Texas roadways and public beaches. The app allows 
users to select what type of trash has been misplaced, 
from what or whom, and where the litterbugs were 
caught in the act. Above, children are shown clearing 

litter from Follett’s Island during a volunteer event. 
Please download the app to reduce the need for this 
type of beach cleaning. 

If you come enjoy our county beaches, please use the 
trash bins and don’t leave any trash on the beach. Also, 
bottles are not allowed on the beach. It is against state 
law, and violators could face a fine of $200. So, come 
down and have a good time, but when you depart, leave 
only your footprints.
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Q: How can I be certain that 
God is in control in the midst of 
conflict? - G.C.

A: For those who belong to 
Christ and have Him at the center 
of life, God is near. When we 
struggle, fight, and strive for our 
way, we are not “resting” in the 
Lord. “Rest in the Lord, and wait 
patiently for Him; do not fret” 
(Psalm 37:7).

We must let go of inner 
tensions that life sends our 
way, trusting in God moment by 
moment. A victorious Christian is 
confident that God is in control. 
Reliance on the Holy Spirit gives 
us physical and emotional rest as 
we set our minds on Christ.

The Bible tells us: “But the 
natural man does not receive the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness to him... because 
they are spiritually discerned.... 
But we have the mind of Christ” (1 
Corinthians 2:14-16).

We are the dwelling place of 
the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised 
that God the Father would send 
His spirit to help us in all things. 
We must admit our weakness so 
that we can ask Him to take over. 
Standing with Christ means that 
we stand aside and let Him have 
His way in our hearts and minds.

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God waits for us with patience and compassion
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

What a comfort to know that our 
Savior is constantly praying for 
us. “[There is] no condemnation 
to those who are in Christ Jesus, 
who do not walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit... 
For those who live according to 
the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit, the 
things of the Spirit... because He 
makes intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God” 
(Romans 8:1, 5, 27).

This should be a tremendous 
encouragement to every follower 
of Christ!

Peach Street Market presents Night Jams this week
Peach Street Farmers Market is 

excited to present Night Jams this 
week, a singer/songwriter festival.  

Music has been a part of the 
market, a (501(c) 3 non-profit, from 
its beginning. Every Saturday there 
is a local artist playing music.  

Night Jams is a two-day fund-
raiser for the market featuring local, 
regional, and national artists. It will 
be 6-10 p.m. Friday, June 26, and 

4-10 p.m. Saturday, June 27. Tick-
ets are available for purchase online 
at Eventbrite.com or at the gate.

Starting the event off on Friday 
is the local group, Odd Toddler.  
This popular trio does a great 
mix of original and cover tunes. 
At 7 p.m., Dennis Davis takes the 
stage. He has several CDs out and 
has performed from Texas to Key 
West. Jason James, a rising classic 

country singer from Texas City, will 
follow at 8 p.m. Tammy Rogers, 
who won a Grammy in 2016 for 
Bluegrass Album of the Year with 
her band The SteelDrivers, sings 
at 9 p.m. She has been nominated 
for bluegrass songwriter of the year. 
She will be joined onstage with her 
husband, Jeff King, who is the gui-
tarist in the Reba McEntire Band.

On Saturday, Pricilla Mattos, a 

recent graduate of Angleton High 
School, appears at 4 p.m. Pricilla 
writes original music and plays 
guitar and ukulele. At 4:45 p.m., 
local folk singer Scott “Doc” Rogers 
will take the stage, followed at 5:45 
p.m. by longtime local favorite, 
Benny Notgrass. Opie Hendrix 
begins at 6:45 p.m. Opie has a new 
album coming out in September.  
At 7:45 p.m., popular Texas artist, 
writer, and producer, John Evans, 
takes the stage. John currently 
resides in Nashville but has been 
extremely popular in Brazoria 

County for years and is a gifted 
musician playing from folk to blues 
to rockabilly. Closing out the festival 
will be Llano native, Dub Miller, 
who has been active in the Texas 
music scene since the ‘90s and is 
an original of the Red Dirt Country 
Scene. His American Troubadour 
and Midnight Ambassador CDs are 
Texas classics.

 Masks are recommended for 
this outdoor event under live oak 
trees, and there is room for social 
distancing. Bring your own chairs. 
Food, drinks and more will be sold.
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. No 

dine-in. Take-out and delivery 
available.

Wednesday, June 24: Fried 
fish, savory fries, pinto beans, car-
rots, slaw, hush puppies, dessert.

Thursday, June 25: Sausage 
& onions, corn casserole, navy 
beans, cooked cabbage, potato 
salad, garlic toast, dessert.

Friday, June 26: King Ranch 
Chicken, corn, red beans, pea 
salad, cornbread, dessert.

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

Monday, June 29: Chick-
en-fried steak, gravy, mixed veg-
etables, beets, slaw, sliced bread, 
dessert.

Tuesday, June 30: Salisbury 
steak, spiced apples, zucchini 
& tomatoes peaches & cottage 
cheese, biscuits, dessert.

Meals on Wheels available - call 
before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals - call before 8 a.m. Take-out 
meals should be called in by 10:30 
a.m. to be picked up at 11 a.m.

Brazoria Lions Club Presents 
Celebrate America

 The Brazoria Lions Club continues the tradition of Celebrate
America again for 2020. They want to offer the community a needed break 

from pandemic cabin fever.

 Due to COVID-19, we are presenting  reworks only 
   (no bands, vendors, innatables or rides).

 Free to the public.
  Limited Port-o-lets and trash cans will be provided.

 Come early, bring your own lawn chairs and coolers and pick your perfect spot.
 Remember to wear your mask and practice social distancing.

 Fireworks planned promise not to disappoint.
 If you would like to help underwrite this endeavor, 

   call Lion Ken Corley at 979-235-9516.

 For more information on the Brazoria Lions Club, call 979-798-4444.
We ServeWe Serve

Barrow Elementary
School grounds 
112 Gaines Street, 

Brazoria

Sunday 
July 5, 2020 

9 p.m.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Where 
there is a will, there is a way, and 
the way can run more smoothly 
when there is goodwill. Whether 
you are at work or at play, you can 
foster better cooperation in the 
week ahead by being especially 
generous and tolerant.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
A romantically tinged encounter 
might mislead you into thinking you 
have found true love, or a friend 
could suggest a plan that appeals 
to your hopes for fast cash. Get 
good advice before you commit to 
anything new this week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You 
may wish to present a more attrac-
tive facade as this week unfolds. 
Remember that a smile can light 
up your face and bring happiness 
to others. Loved ones may act in 
unexpected ways.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Your efforts to be sociable or 
affectionate might gain traction as 
the week ahead gathers steam. 
You probably won’t act on wishful 
thinking if you carefully consider a 
plan and find hidden benefits before 
launching it.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Someone who sparks your ambi-
tions might inspire you to do bigger 
and better things. It isn’t necessary 
to spend a lot of money to achieve 
your dreams, so avoid whipping out 
your wallet too often in the week 
ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 
may rebel without a just cause in 
the week ahead. Competition could 
be a source of aggravation that 
tempts you to go your own way. 
Focus on inspiring ideas and get 
motivated to overcome knee-jerk 
reactions.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): A 
possible boost to your ambitions 
might mean that you actively look 
for opportunities for advancement 
in the week to come. You may meet 
someone whose glamorous style 
and success you hope to emulate.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Life is easier to navigate once you 
realize that everyone may be in 
the same boat and rowing in the 
same direction. A spirit of compro-
mise can make relationships more 
empowering and enriching in the 
week ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Someone close may guide 
you toward more profitable choices 
as this week unfolds. Nothing 
can prevent you from maintaining 
reward-driven momentum once it is 
established.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Your best trait might be a 
do-or-die attitude that will likely 
bring you some rewards and oppor-
tunities in the week ahead. People 
in high places may take note of 
your passion for perfection and give 
your ideas the go-ahead.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You may be in a romantic frame of 
mind during the upcoming week, 
but you should be poised to shift 
gears, as a loved one or partner 
may put major undertakings into 
motion. You can creatively contrib-
ute to someone’s success.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Past mistakes could create a 
stressful situation at home. Deal 
with any problems calmly and focus 
on achieving your long-term goals 
as the week unfolds. Understand 
that you may need to take steps to 
make things right.

June 23
1836 - The U.S. Congress 

approved the Deposit Act, which 
contained a provision for turning 
over surplus federal revenue to the 
states.

1868 - Christopher Latham 
Sholes received a patent for an 
invention that he called a “Type-
Writer.”

1904 - The first American motor-
boat race got under way on the 
Hudson River in New York.

June 24
1922 - The American Professional 

Football Association took the name 
of The National Football League.

1931 - The Soviet Union and 
Afghanistan signed a treaty of 
neutrality.

1940 - TV cameras were used for 
the first time in a political convention 
as the Republicans convened in 
Philadelphia, PA.

June 25
1910 - The U.S. Congress 

authorized the use of postal savings 

stamps.
1921 - Samuel Gompers was 

elected head of the AFL for the 40th 
time.

1948 - The Soviet Union tight-
ened its blockade of Berlin by 
intercepting river barges heading for 
the city.

1950 - North Korea invaded 
South Korea initiating the Korean 
War.

June 26
1900 - A commission that 

included Dr. Walter Reed began 
the fight against the deadly disease 
yellow fever.

1925 - Charlie Chaplin’s comedy 
“The Gold Rush” premiered in 
Hollywood.

1927 - The Coney Island Cyclone 
roller coaster opened in New York.

June 27
1918 - Two German pilots were 

saved by parachutes for the first 
time.

1924 - Democrats offered Mrs. 
Leroy Springs for vice presiden-

tial nomination. She was the first 
woman considered for the job.

1954 - The world’s first atomic 
power station opened at Obninsk, 
near Moscow.

June 28
1894 - The U.S. Congress made 

Labor Day a U.S. national holiday.
1939 - Pan American Airways 

began the first transatlantic passen-
ger service.

1950 - North Korean forces cap-
tured Seoul, South Korea.

June 29
1901 - The first edition of “Editor 

& Publisher” was issued.
1917 - The Ukraine proclaimed 

independence from Russia.
1941 - Joe DiMaggio got a base 

hit in his 42nd consecutive game. 
He broke George Sisler’s record 
from 1922.

1950 - U.S. President Harry S. 
Truman authorized a sea blockade 
of Korea.

1967 - Israel removed barricades, 
re-unifying Jerusalem.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

APE  BAT  PUMA  MULE  DEER  SEAL  WHALE  CAMEL  MOUSE  WEASEL

Position opening: City Manager of the City of Brazoria
The City of Brazoria is seeking to fill its City Manager position. Brazoria Texas is located 50 miles South of Hous-

ton close to the Gulf Coast. City of Brazoria is on Highway 36 and FM 521 between the Brazos River and San 
Bernard River. We are home to the Masonic Oak Tree where the Mason’s started. Brazoria is a General Law City 
with a population of 3019 with surrounding community of hundreds.

The City of Brazoria has Mayor and 5 Council Members elected at large for two year terms. Brazoria employ-
ees 3 Part time and 27 Full time employees with a budget of almost $4M.

Under policy direction from City Council, is responsible for planning, directing, managing, and reviewing all 
the administrative activities and operations of the City; coordinates programs, services, and activities among city 
departments and with outside agencies; ensures the financial integrity of the municipal organization; represents 
the City’s interest to the general public, other agencies, levels of government, and other outside interests; and 
provides highly responsible and complex policy advice and administrative support to the Mayor and City Council. 
Exercises direct supervision over management professionals.

ESSENTIAL JOB FUNCTIONS:
• Assumes full management responsibility for all City services and activities; formulates, implements, and 

administers policies and procedures.
• Directs and manages the development and implementation of City goals, objectives, policies, and priorities 

for each service area; establishes appropriate service and staffing levels; and allocates resources accordingly.
• Monitors and evaluates the efficiency and effectiveness of City service delivery methods and procedures; 

assesses and monitors workload, administrative and support systems, and internal reporting relationships; iden-
tifies opportunities for improvement; and directs the implantation of changes.

• Represents the City to elected and appointed officials of County, State and Federal government, and outside 
agencies; explains and justifies, City programs, policies, and activities; negotiates and resolves sensitive, signifi-
cant, and controversial issues.

• Plans, directs, and manages the City’s annual work plan; meets with management staff to identify and 
resolve problems; assigns projects and programmatic areas of responsibility; and reviews and evaluates pro-
gram goals and objectives.

• Provides highly responsible policy analysis and administrative staff assistance to the Mayor and City Council; 
and directs specific and comprehensive analysis of a wide range of municipal polices.

• Coordinates municipal services and activities and presents staff reports and other related correspondence.
• Attends City Council meetings and workshops; directs and oversees the preparation of meeting agendas 

and supporting materials; presents staff recommendations; and responds to questions and direction from City 
Council.

• Directs, Oversees, and participates in the development and administration of the City’s budget; directs the 
forecast of funds needed for staffing, equipment, materials, and supplies; controls expenditures; implements mid-
year adjustments; and keeps the City Council fully informed on matters related to the City’s financial condition.

• Negotiates contracts and solutions involving a variety of administrative, fiscal, and special projects; and ana-
lyzes and prepares recommendations on special requests.

• Selects, trains, motivates, and evaluates all senior management personnel; works with staff to correct perfor-
mance deficiencies; and implements discipline and termination procedures as necessary.

• v Participates on a variety of community boards and committees; attends and participates in professional 
groups and committees; and stays abreast of new trends and innovations in the field of municipal administration; 
good interpersonal relationship skills.

• Administers municipal programs and services; plans; organizes, and directs activities which support the 
goals and objectives of the City; and establishes and implements administrative and operating policies and 
procedures.

• Responds to and resolves sensitive inquiries and complaints from both internal and external sources.
• Performs related duties and fulfills responsibilities as required.
The minimum job requirements are:
High School degree, College and Business Administration Degree preferred. Experience a plus, Texas Driver’s 

License, Pass Criminal Background check, Drug & Alcohol test, Physical required.
A competitive salary and excellent benefits will be provided. Beginning salary will be negotiable DOQ.
The position will remain open until filled and the process will move forward upon receipt of an adequate pool of 

well qualified applicants. If interested, please email your resume and cover letter to citymanager@cityofbrazoria.
org.
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