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Libraries large and small play a vital role in history, our lives
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

For those of you who might have 
been waiting, not on the edges 

of your seats 
I suspect, for 
the second 
shoe to drop 
in the dilemma 
reported here 
last week con-
cerning a battle 
to keep the 

library and museum open in a little 
Texas town, here is a the column I 
wrote that appeared in the Sunday 
paper on Aug. 26 2012, a month 
after the one that presented the 
problem that needing clearing up:

On libraries, ancient and 
modern, large and small

I’m happy to report that the con-
flict up in Jewett that I told you about 
a few weeks ago has been resolved.

You might remember that the 
Chamber of Commerce in that Leon 

County town had decided to evict 
the local library and museum from 
the Civic Center, thereby depriving 
them of their portion of proceeds 
from the local hotel and motel tax.  
Which constitutes the only funding 
they have.  Ergo: no tax, no library 
and museum.

The whole mess was headed 
to court, but cooler heads pre-
vailed, and mediation resulted in 
a landlord/tenant relationship with 

THE WORDSMITH

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The old Dodge Caravan sits in the 
lot, waiting for its next assignment. It 
looks lonely. Its tasks are few these 
days. 

For more than two decades, it 
was part of the family business, 
delivering The Bulletin without 
delay. It was also part of the family, 
delivering the kids to practice and 
even taking a foul ball during a 

youth baseball 
game, right in 
the middle of the 
windshield.

It took the 
family to Orlando 
and back and 
helped to teach 
the kids how to 
drive.

It never left us stranded, although 
there were problems along the way. 
Somehow it always made it home or 
to the repair shop.

If the old van could talk, it would 
tell a lot of stories, including the time 
when its master cylinder started 
locking up, which also locked up 
the brakes. That was not a good 
experience. The car wanted to stop, 
but I needed it to go. Fortunately it 
let up, and I made it to work in Lake 
Jackson.

I was hoping that the van would 
fix itself, but when it was time to 
return home, it started doing it 
again. I made it back to the repair 
shop in Angleton and told them that 
it needed a new master cylinder.

The mechanics test-drove it to 
see what was wrong, even though 
I described the problem to the last 
detail. As they drove it around town, 
the brakes locked up for good. The 
1995 Caravan had to be towed back 
to the shop.

Another time it got me out of a 
ticket by starting to smoke under the 

RAMBLINGS

Is a 4-year degree still worth it?
By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

When I was a 19-year-old col-
lege sophomore in 1982, my father 
gave me advice that makes even 
more sense for 19-year-olds today.

Despite his protestations, you 
see, I chose English as my major 

at Penn State. 
Worried about 
my ability to 
land a job, he 
begged me to 
at least minor 
in something 
practical.

I’m still the 
only person 

ever to graduate from Penn State 
with a major in English and a minor 
in air conditioning/heating.

I joke, of course, but if I were 19 
now, I don’t think I’d go thousands 
upon thousands into debt to fund a 
liberal arts degree.

I’d give skilled trades - electri-
cian, plumber, machinist, IT and 
many other skill sets - a serious 

look, because that’s where the 
opportunity is.

When I was in college in the 
early ‘80s, a bachelor’s degree was 
the ticket into the corporate world, 
where the “good jobs” were. Few 
people were able to get their foot in 
the corporate door without first earn-

ing that diploma.
To be sure, a diploma has value. 

The purpose of a liberal arts educa-
tion is to teach students not what 
to think, but how to think - how to 
approach and resolve problems, 
useful skills in business and in life.

TOM PURCELL

Social 
Security 

income rules
Angleton 
fireworks
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for your business. Call (979) 849-5407

BRING ME YOUR FINEST AND SPARE NO EXPENSE, MY 
GOOD MAN: A man went on a dining spree for more than a month at 
some of the fanciest hotels in Washington D.C., ordering the most expen-
sive food and wine, and then skipping out without paying. In addition to 
grilled octopus and rack of lamb, he also consumed at least one $1,200 
glass of 34-year-old Teeling Irish single malt whiskey, which is normally 
kept in a vault.

BUT WHY SHOULD THAT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE? A 
homeless man entered the California governor’s mansion to warn the 
governor that he saw wild animals -- possibly lions or cougars -- on the 
streets of midtown Sacramento. He admitted that he has been ingesting 
methamphetamine almost daily for most his adult life and that he occa-
sionally experiences delusions.

BUT I’M PRETTY SURE WE CAN GUESS: After his friend 
allowed him to test-drive his brand-new Chevy Camaro, a man drove it 
right into the Red Rock River in Moline, Ill. A police detective said, “We 
don’t have an update on the status of the friendship.”

THAT’S JUST ASKING FOR TROUBLE/NOT THE TYPICAL 
FIREWORKS: Howe Caverns in Schoharie County, N.Y., is offering “A 
Leisurely Naked Stroll Through The Cave By Lantern Light” on National 
Nude Day, July 4. 

I JUST COULDN’T TAKE IT ANY MORE! A man serving a four-
day sentence for driving under the influence escaped from a detention 
center in Sonoma County, Calif., by scaling a tall fence capped with coils 
of razor wire. He had only two days left to serve.

STEP ON IT, CAPTAIN! A guy robbed a restaurant in Nova Scotia, 
and decided to make his getaway – not in a car, the preferred means of 
egress of most criminals – but on the Halifax Harbor ferry. Police ordered 
the vessel to return to port, then just waited there to welcome him.

BIG DEAL, I LIKE TO RELAX! A man switched on the autopilot 
on his Tesla S 60, slid over into the passenger seat and cruised down the 
M1 highway in England with his hands behind his head and his feet up 
on the dashboard. He was convicted of dangerous driving and banned 
from the M1 for 18 months.

I’M AFRAID WE MUST TAKE EXCEPTION TO YOUR 
BEHAVIOR MOST STRENUOUSLY: A man in his 20s and a woman 
in her 40s were spotted engaging in intimate relations in a field across 
the river from the 900-year-old cathedral in Salisbury, England. When 
police arrived, the couple ran sans clothing from the scene. They were 
later located and “invited to the police station for an interview regarding 
outraging public decency.”

THE GOOD NEWS IS, THE EQUIPMENT WORKS: A cremato-
rium in Springfield, Ohio, caught fire. The blaze was quickly extinguished.

YOU KNOW, I THOUGHT I FELT SOMETHING, OFFICER: 
Police in Pennsylvania pulled over a car on the Harrisburg Pike because 
there was a 100-pound boulder lodged under the right rear area of the 
vehicle. Officers said the driver was “highly intoxicated.”

THANK YOU, COME AGAIN: A woman went into a Popeye’s in 
Staten Island, N.Y., and tried to order food from a discount menu that is 
found only at Wendy’s. When informed of this, she stuck her tongue out, 
waved her middle fingers in the air, and smashed a plate glass window. 

How fatty and sweet foods can hijack your brain, weight
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

It may have taken thousands 
of generations of hunting, gather-
ing, farming and cooking to get 
here. But in the end, the genius 
of humankind has combined fats 
and carbohydrates to produce 
such crowning culinary glories as 
the doughnut, fettuccine Alfredo, 
nachos and chocolate cake with 
buttercream frosting.

These delectables do not exist in 

nature. It turns out combinations of 
carbohydrates and fats generally do 
not exist in the landscape in which 
man evolved.

Neither, new research finds, does 
the human capacity to intuit the 
caloric content of such gustatory 
delights. 

Instead, the human brain, when 
confronted with food products that 
combine fat and carbohydrates, 
responds with a surge of motivation 
that outstrips the response elicited 
by foods that are high in fat only or 
in carbohydrates only.

It’s a man-made conundrum like 
many others, and which probably 
has helped fuel a worldwide crisis 
of obesity: What do we do when 
the products of our genius and our 
industry short-circuit our evolved 
traits and lead us down a path of 
destruction?

The study published in the 
journal Cell Metabolism doesn’t 
really tell us something we didn’t at 
some level know: We eat too much, 
and too much of the wrong thing, 
and we’re paying the price in higher 
rates of heart disease, diabetes and 
cancer, and in lives shortened by 
obesity.

But it does shed some light on 
why, and why we find everything 
from the dowdy Ritz cracker to the 
most sublime pastry confection so 
very irresistible: It’s that diaboli-
cal combination of fat and carbs. 
Calorie for calorie, it found, we’ll 
take something fatty and easily con-
verted into sugar over something 
that’s just fatty or something that’s 
just high in carbs. 

And we’ll do so with scant 
recognition of just how caloric that 
choice is.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
FROM WWII TO STAR WARS
Q. World War II history buffs, do 

you know what a “Stuka Scream” 
is? Star Wars fans, read on.

A. It’s the sound from a German 
warplane that would fly over a 
target area and dive as close to the 
ground as possible, releasing its 
payload with decent accuracy, says 
Dan Lewis on his “Now I Know” web 
site.  (“Stuka” is part of the German 
word for “dive bomber.”)  The 
noisy engines would announce the 
bombers’ approach to the people 
below, but German engineers 
further enhanced the sound with 
small fans attached to the front of 
the landing gear. “Those fans acted 
as sirens, making the now-common 
wailing sound as the planes sped 
toward the Earth below.” But since 
the sirens reduced the planes’ 
airspeeds by 15 miles per hour, they 
were removed before the end of the 
war.

Now on to Star Wars: The Stuka 
Scream was the inspiration for 
the TIE fighters’ galactic screech.  
According to “The Sound of Star 
Wars,” sound designer Ben Burtt 
“chose the sound because he liked 
the fact that the Germans had used 
the sound entirely for intimidation, 
as he wanted the TIE fighters to do 

the same thing.”
LEOPARDS ARE OUR 

FRIENDS
Q. When might hungry leopards 

help out Homo sapiens?
A. When they prey on feral dogs, 

as they do in Mumbai, India, for 
example, thus reducing the risk of 
people catching rabies, answers 
Amy Lewis in “New Scientist” maga-
zine.  Every year in India alone, 
about 20,000 people die of rabies, 
caused primarily by feral dogs, 
many of which carry the virus.

At a national park near the Indian 
city, a team led by Christopher 
O’Bryan and Alexander Braczkowski 
from the University of Queensland, 
Australia, found that yearly the 35 
park leopards eat 1500 dogs and 
estimate this prevents “about 1000 
bite incidents per year - and 90 
potential rabies cases” (“Frontiers in 
Ecology and the Environment”).

This is not to say that leopards 
encroaching on cities offer the same 
benefit.  Nor does it gainsay that 
leopards often kill livestock and 
even attack humans.  But, O’Bryan 
adds, “We just want to provide an 
angle that hasn’t been explored 
before, despite the pieces of the 
puzzle being in front of us the whole 
time.”

     BIG MOUTH FISH
Q. If you were asked to name 

the loudest animal in the sea, you 
might correctly guess the sperm 
whale, recorded at an amazing 
240 decibels, or as loud as a sonic 
boom.  But excluding the whale 
family, which is the next loudest sea 
animal:  A. the Gulf corvina   B. the 
Nassau grouper   C. the bottlenose 
dolphin   D. the silver perch?

A.  It’s the Gulf corvina (A), 
whose call at close to 180 decibels 
equals that of a gunshot or fire-
cracker, answers Rachel Nuwer 
in “Scientific American” magazine.  
When male Gulf corvinas mate, they 
produce a thumping love song that 
likely attracts their female counter-
part, much like male crickets, cica-
das and frogs (“Biology Letters”). 

University of Texas fisheries 
ecologist Brad Erisman and his 
colleagues traveled to the Colorado 
River Delta, the only place where 
the Gulf corvinas come to spawn, 
perhaps due to the delta’s powerful 
tides that help flush their fertilized 
eggs out to sea. Using sonar and an 
underwater microphone, the team 
estimated as many as 1.5 million 
fish gathered in a 17-mile stretch of 
river, declaring the species to be “in 
a class of their own” in producing 
sound. “At 177 decibels, an indi-
vidual corvina’s mating call is louder 
than the equivalent of standing next 
to the stage at a rock concert,” says 
Nuwer. “The noise is so intense that 
it may harm the hearing of other 
marine animals caught up in the 
action.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

DID YOU KNOW?
• “LOL” was written to mean ‘lots 

of love’ in letters before the days of 
the internet.

• Watching a 90-minute horror 
movie can burn as many calories as 
a 30-minute walk.

• Fans in Mexico City cheered 
so powerfully when Hirving Lozano 
scored the winning goal at a World 
Cup match, it measured as an “arti-
ficial quake” on the Richter Scale.

• When tested, Oreos were more 
addictive to lab rats than cocaine 
and heroin.

• When taught how to use money, 
monkeys began to rob other mon-
keys and started paying for services 
available to them.
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hood as the police officer was telling 
me that I did not signal a turn. I did,  
but briefly because I decided to 
make it at the last minute.

I tried to explain it to the officer, 
but he was not listening. Then 
smoke started seeping from under 
the hood, and the officer stepped 
back from the van, just in case it 
was getting ready to explode or go 
up in flames.

He told me to signal next time and 
left. He probably figured that I had 
bigger problems to worry about than 
whether or not I signaled (which I 
did). I drove the smoking van back 
to the house, shut it off, opened the 
hood, got a bucket of water and put 
out the fire. It was just a small fire. 
The next day I got it fixed, and it 
was good to go.

To others it may be a piece of 
junk. With the paint peeling  again, it 
certainly doesn’t look like much. 

Compared to today’s modern, 
computerized vans, this old wreck 
doesn’t offer much. But in its 
heyday, this model was on top of the 
minivan world.

“It was a van. It was big, heavy, 
top heavy, and got terrible mileage. 

The old green van has seen some better days
(Continued from Page 1) It never let me down though. It had 

power (I could smoke the tires), it 
never lacked acceleration, and it 
always had space. Great car, lasted 
a long time,” wrote a 1995 Caravan 
owner on a website.

Another guy’s 1995 Caravan 
looked brand new. It put mine to 
shame – a lot. I thought I was the 
only misguided fool who sinks 
money into piles of junk.

“In the past 7 months since I pur-
chased this car, it’s needed some 
minor brake work, new fuel pump 
and battery. Now it has a high idle 
problem that I HOPE isn’t related 

to the transmission!” wrote another 
owner. 

Hey, buddy, don’t fret the little 
stuff. These vans were not made 
to last this long. It’s just that a few 
of us made them last. If you want 
good mileage, a working fuel pump, 
a smooth idle, or a charged battery, 
buy a new car. You are not fit to own 
one of these vans. 

Listen to that engine trying to 
start. It sounds almost as good as 
the day I bought it, except for that 
knock. I fixed it by turning up the 
volume on the radio. It sounds much 
better now.

DID YOU KNOW 
ABOUT CARS?

• In 1769 Nicolas-Joseph Cugnot 
of France arguably invented the first 
full-scale, self-propelled mechani-
cal vehicle or automobile. It was a 
steam-powered tricycle.

• In 1807 Nicéphore Niépce and 
his brother, Claude, are believed to 
have built the world’s first internal 
combustion engine. They called it a 
Pyréolophore. However, they chose 
to install it in a boat, not a car. 
That same year a Swiss inventor, 
François Isaac de Rivaz, finished 
his own internal combustion engine 
and used it to create the world’s first 
internal combustion engine vehicle.

• The Benz Patent-Motorwagen 
is believed to be the first modern 
automobile. It was built in 1886 by 
German inventor Carl Benz.

• As automobiles became more 
popular, a need arose to manufac-
ture affordable cars on a large-
scale basis. Ransom Olds in 1902 
debuted a production-line manu-
facturing system at his Oldsmobile 
factory in Michigan, USA.
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However, with a glut of liberal 
arts majors out there, getting a foot 
in any corporate door is harder 
than ever. It’s making less sense to 
borrow thousands upon thousands 
of dollars to fund a degree that may 
not lead to a good job.

It’s making a lot more sense to 
master a skilled trade.

National Public Radio reports 
that “some 30 million jobs in the 
United States that pay an average 
of $55,000 per year don’t require 
bachelor’s degrees, according to the 

Georgetown Center on Education 
and the Workforce.”

Meanwhile, as millions of skilled 
tradespeople from the baby-boomer 
generation retire, there’s a massive 
shortage of workers with the skills 
needed to replace them. Thousands 
upon thousands of skilled-trade 
positions are open right now - and 
companies are having trouble filling 
them.

That’s even leading more col-
lege-educated people to give up 
white-collar, paper-pusher jobs to 

get into the trades.
As reported in The Washington 

Post, one 29-year-old in D.C. - he 
had a degree from Notre Dame 
- considered going to law school, 
like many others in that lawyer-
saturated town. After watching his 
friends work long hours as parale-
gals - and watching his lawyer pals 
sign their lives over to their firms 
- he did something sensible. He 
became an electrician’s apprentice.

He wasn’t alone. The Post said 
many more 20-somethings are 
forgoing the white-collar world to 
become plumbers, electricians, 
mechanics and carpenters - all 

Is a college degree still worth it? highly satisfying careers that can 
pay seasoned tradespeople six-
figure incomes.

I think it’s great. We already have 
enough paper-pushers. We need 
skills.

Besides, a skilled tradesperson 
can earn more than many lawyers 
do - and likely enjoy the work more. 
Show me a dozen lawyers, and 
I’ll show you 11 people who have 
considered quitting their unfulfilling 
careers to drive a cab.

Which reminds me of the joke 
about the plumber who fixes a leaky 
pipe at the home of a doctor. When 
the plumber successfully completes 

his work, he hands the doctor a bill 
for $600.

“Six hundred dollars for less than 
two hours of work?” said the doctor. 
“I’ve been practicing medicine for 20 
years, and I can’t charge that much 
money.”

The plumber smiled and said, 
“When I was a doctor, neither could 
I!”

Copyright 2018 Tom Purcell. Tom 
Purcell, author of “Misadventures of 
a 1970’s Childhood,” a humorous 
memoir available at amazon.com, is 
a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor 
columnist. Send comments to Tom 
at Tom@TomPurcell.com.

Shown are new officers of the Lamar Fontaine Chapter #33 of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy. Starting on right side are: President, Shirley 
Walcik, Angleton; 1st Vice President Nancy Curless, Alvin; 2nd Vice Presi-
dent Jimmie Bennett, West Columbia; Secretary Alice Royalty, Lake Jackson; 
Treasurer, Molly Pirtle, Lake Jackson; Registrar, Pam Massingill,  Angleton; 
Recorder of Military Service Awards, Judy Bernard, West  Columbia; Chap-
lain, Charlotte Stroud, Clute; Custodian Tissie Schwebel, West Columbia.

Local UDC chapter elects officers Brazoria Lions name officers, approve donations
The Brazoria Lions Club named 

its 2018-2019 officers at their 
meeting, June 11, held at Kenjo’s 
restaurant in Brazoria. 

Brazoria Lion and former District 
Governor Bill James installed the 
new officers.

 They are as follows: President, 
Gary Kersh; 1st Vice President, 
Marie Hicks; 2nd Vice President, 
Tina Dixon; 3rd Vice President, 
Bubba Davis; Treasurer, David 
Jordan; Secretary, Gloria Powell; 
Tail Twister, Roy Compton; Lion 
Tamer, Darrell Powell and Member-
ship Chair, Kurt Buchanan.

The 2018-19 Board of Direc-
tors are: Bill James, Ken Corley, 
Dan Swords, Past President Roy 

Edwards, Charlotte Hopkins, and 
Frank Petteway, Sr.

In addition to the officer instal-
lation, the Brazoria Lions Club 
inducted new member, Pat Moss. 

They voted to:
Donate $1,500 to Cub Scout 

Pack 503 to help send 19 scouts 
to summer camp. (Because they 
contributed last year, the entire pack 
was able to go);

Donate $500 for a concrete top of 
Veteran’s Memorial shared equally 
by Brazoria Heritage Foundation 
and American Legion Post;

Buy an ad in the upcoming Ameri-
can Legion convention book and 
pay $30 for a booth to sell gun raffle 
tickets at the Sugar Plum Market;

Donate $1,500 to help sponsor 
Brazoria First Assembly Church’s 
Celebrate America, a Fourth of July 
celebration to be held in Brazoria on 
June 30, 2018;

Donate $200 to the Mimms Com-
munity for their Juneteenth Celebra-
tion; and

Donate $3,000 for First Mission-
ary Baptist Church to send children 
and families on a trip to Atlanta, 
Georgia, enriching their lives by 
visiting the sites, colleges and 
universities in the area.

 The Brazoria Lions Club meets 
the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month. For more information 
on the Brazoria Lions Club, call 
(979) 798-4444.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Read the Bible carefully before you dismiss it
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: How do you know the 
Bible is true? Maybe some 
people just got together one 
day and made it all up. As far as 
I’m concerned, it’s a bunch of 
myths. - J.D.B.

A: I know of no reputable 
historian - even ones who don’t 
believe in God or believe what the 
Bible says about Him - who would 
say the Bible happened because 
someone decided to make it up, 
or that it’s only a bunch of myths. 
Centuries ago, a few skeptics 
might have said this, but archeo-
logical discoveries since then 
have repeatedly confirmed the 
Bible’s historical accuracy.

As I read your letter, however, 
I couldn’t help but ask myself two 
questions. First, I wonder if you’ve 
ever really read the Bible for your-
self, or if you’ve only read com-
ments about it written by people 

determined to destroy it. Whatever 
your situation, I challenge you to 
read the Bible with an open mind 
and heart. (I often suggest people 
begin with one of the gospels, 
such as John, because they tell us 
about Jesus.)

I also wonder why you’re so 
opposed to the Bible. Is it because 
you’ve honestly investigated it, 
and decided it isn’t to be trusted? 
Or is it because you sense that if 
it is true, then you can no longer 
keep living the way you do? I 
suspect the latter is the case.

To dismiss the Bible is to dis-
miss Jesus Christ. Don’t make that 
mistake, because He was God in 
human flesh, sent from heaven 
to save us and give us new life. 
Instead, I pray you’ll discover the 
Bible for yourself, and through it 
discover Jesus. 

The Bible “was written to teach 
us, so that... we might have hope” 
(Romans 15:4).

Tribune Media Services 

a nominal monthly rent to make 
it all legal. It’s a long-term lease 
– irrevocable for 100 years – so it’s 
a safe bet that any future squabbles 
will have to be worked out, barring 
unexpected medical advances, 
between other folks.

I’m all in favor of as many librar-
ies and museums staying open 
as possible. Museums are, in my 
humble opinion, essential. They’re 
not just interesting windows into 
the past; they show us our accom-

plishments.  And our mistakes.  
And much can be learned from 
both.

And libraries?  Well, don’t get 
me started on libraries.

How you feel about them speaks 
volumes (pun fully intended) about 
who you are.  I saw this quote 
recently: “You know you’re a his-
tory fan when you still get upset 
about the library of Alexandria.”  
And it’s true; I get peeved when I 
think of the treasures that were lost 
forever when the countless scrolls 

in that library, one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world, were 
burned by Julius Caesar in 48 BC.  
It was an accident, apparently, 
but it deprived us of ever knowing 
what was in there. Plus it made his 
girlfriend, Cleopatra, awfully mad.

I like to spend time in librar-
ies. When our youngest daughter 
Megan was little, the two of us 
made regular trips there once or 
twice a week on summer after-
noons. She picked out the several 
volumes from the children’s section 
that she’d take home, and I’d plant 
myself on a couch and read the 
New York Times, which I was too 
cheap to subscribe to.

After I began writing books I 
started getting invitations to speak 
in libraries and to read a few pages 
of my latest effort out loud. Some-
times people with nothing better 
to do would wander up and listen, 
but usually the patrons would mill 
around in the stacks, pulling down 
volumes and testing the waters in 
the first few sentences or para-
graphs.

Because of those invitations, I’ve 
gotten to see a good many librar-
ies over the years. The big ones, 
like the one in downtown Houston, 
are impressive temples with their 
many thousands of holdings and 
ornate reading rooms. But the 

small ones, in little towns that have 
to make an ongoing effort to keep 
them open, are my favorites.

My wife Karen and I were par-
ticularly impressed by the library 
in Grapeland, between Palestine 
and Crockett. When the Method-
ists there built a new sanctuary a 
few years ago, the library moved 
into the original church that had 
been built in the 1920s. A group of 
volunteers took out the pews and 
built handsome bookshelves in 
their place.  The alter became the 
circulation desk, and the biggest 
Sunday school room, beside the 
foyer, was transformed into the 
children’s books section, com-
plete with hand-painted murals of 
favorite storybook characters. Tall 
stained glass windows look down 
on the rows of shelves in that 
library that are carefully tended by 
volunteers who aren’t paid, I think, 
a penny to do it.

And I was once given a tour 
of the library that serves several 
small communities that hug the 
northern shore of Canyon Lake 
near New Braunfels. The building, 
low and long and designed to fit 
naturally into the rocky landscape, 
has huge plate glass windows 
along the rear wall, offering a 
fetching view.  My cousin Suzy, our 
host for that trip, is on the board of 
that library and she had a meeting 
that morning so I tagged along.

I pulled down a book I wanted 

to peruse while Suzy went to her 
meeting and found a chair facing 
that window.  Which meant I got 
less reading done than watching 
deer scamper down a rocky hill-
side, a hawk circle overhead, and 
a slow moving cloud send shad-
ows over scrub brush and narrow 
canyons.

But I didn’t regret not reading. 
Because libraries are places of 
peace and reflection. Both of which 
can come as easily from looking 
out a window as reading a book.

*  *  *
A note: It’s been six years since 

I wrote that article, and I haven’t 
been back to Jewett. But the 
combination museum and library’s 
website attests to its still being in 
operation. But it is stipulated that 
a flag will be flying if the library is 
open, sort of like how playgoers in 
London half a millennia ago had to 
look for a banner billowing atop the 
Globe theatre to see if one of Mr. 
Shakespeare’s plays was being 
performed.

I see that little flag on that little 
library as a victory for literacy.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

Libraries large and small play a vital role in history, our lives
(Continued from Page 1)



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   June 26, 2018    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

Brazoria County Fair announces 2018 entertainment lineup
The Brazoria County Fair 

Association will offer a variety of 
music genres for audiences at  the 
October 2018 event.

Beginning Friday, Oct. 12, 
Aaron Lewis and the Spazmatics 
kick things off. Saturday, Oct. 13, 
features open-air concerts of Big & 
Rich with Cowboy Troy and Bag of 
Donuts.

Also, on Saturday, Oct. 13, will be 
Little Joe Y La Familia in the W.F. 
Gonzales Pavilion.

Closing out the 80th annual Bra-
zoria County Fair on Saturday, Oct. 
20 will be Tracy Byrd and Randy 
Rogers in the Arena.

The fall 2018 fair begins Friday, 
Oct. 12 at 6 p.m. with opening 
ceremonies and ends Saturday, Oct. 
20. The parade is Saturday, Oct. 13, 
beginning at 10 a.m. in downtown 
Angleton. The coronation of the fair 
queen is Saturday evening in the 
auditorium at 7 p.m.

The Brazoria County Fair 
Association is primarily an educa-
tional tool used to enhance young 
people’s understanding of farming 
and livestock. The fair proceeds are 
used to fund scholarships for youth 
throughout the county. For informa-
tion or tickets, call (979) 849-6416 
or visit www.bcfa.org.

Tracy Byrd will perform Saturday, 
Oct. 20.

The City of Angleton’s Freedom Fireworks display will start Independence 
Day celebrations with a bang – actually more than 20 minutes of bangs, 
booms, and pops.

Angleton will once again be first among the county’s cities to offer a fire-
works show before the Fourth of July.

County residents should head to the Brazoria County Fairgrounds Satur-
day, June 30, a little early for the show, which is set to start about 9:20 p.m.

 There will be plenty of space for parking and observing the display from 
the parking lot.

KACC, Alvin Community College’s radio station, 89.3 FM, will broadcast 
music to accompany the fireworks.

 A few vendors will be selling snacks, such as kettle corn, sno cones, and 
sausage on a stick. Families are welcome to bring their own food and drinks, 
and some even have picnics or tailgate parties.

Martha Eighme, the city’s tourism and economic development director who 
coordinates the event and solicits sponsorships, said she couldn’t estimate 
how many people came out last year for the annual display, but it’s a big 
crowd. 

“Officers on duty said it looked like more than free night at the fair,” she 
said.

Fireworks season starts in Angleton 
June 30 at the county fairgrounds
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Send your announcement to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you spread 
the word on the many  important events taking 

place in your community.

June 30
July 14, July 28

9am - 3pm

How income rules work after qualifying for Social Security
By Nicole Tiggemann
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Retirement doesn’t have the 
same meaning for everyone. 

Some people plan to retire and 
never work again. Some people 
plan for second careers in occupa-
tions that wouldn’t have adequately 
supported their families, but they do 
the work for pure enjoyment. 

Some people, whether by design 
or desire, choose to work part-time 
or seasonally to supplement their 
retirement income.

Retirees (or survivors) who 
choose to receive Social Security 
benefits before they reach full 
retirement age (FRA) and continue 
to work have an earnings limit. In 
2017, the annual earnings limit was 
$16,920 for those under FRA the 
entire calendar year. In 2018, it is 
$17,040. If you earn over the limit, 
the government deduct $1 from 

your Social Security monthly benefit 
payment for every $2 you earn 
above the annual limit.

In the calendar year you reach 
FRA, which you can check out at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/
retire/ageincrease.html, you have 
a higher earnings limit. Addition-
ally, the government will count 
earnings for the months prior to 
FRA. 

In 2017, the limit was $44,880. 
In 2018, it is $45,360. In the year 
of FRA attainment, Social Security 
deducts $1 in benefits for every $3 
you earn above the limit.

There is a special rule that usu-
ally only applies in your first year 
of receiving retirement benefits. 
If you earn more than the annual 
earnings limit, you may still receive 
a full Social Security payment for 
each month you earn less than a 
monthly limit. In 2018, the monthly 

limit is $1,420 for those who are 
below FRA the entire calendar 
year. The 2018 monthly limit 
increases to $3,780 in the year of 
FRA attainment.

Once you reach FRA, you no 
longer have an earnings limit, and 
Social Security may recalculate 
your benefit to credit you for any 
months we withheld your benefits 
due to excess earnings. This is 
because your monthly benefit 
amount is calculated based on 
a reduction for each month you 
receive it before your FRA. 

So, if you originally filed for 
benefits 12 months before your 
FRA, but earned over the limit and 
had two months of Social Security 
benefits withheld, the government  
will adjust your ongoing monthly 
benefit amount to reflect that you 
received 10 months of benefits 
before your FRA, and not 12.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Fort Worth gets look at county’s wildlife

Brazoria County Parks Department director Bryan Frazier visits Fort 
Worth with local wildlife in tow.

New playground area opens at Resoft

We had a blast celebrating the official opening of the new and refurbished 
playground area out at Resoft County Park! Thanks to the Alvin-Manvel 
Area Chamber of Commerce for joining us to document the big day. 

Shout out to Parker Bridges for volunteering his time for his Eagle Scout 
service project out at Camp Mohawk County Park. Parker, with a few help-
ers, built several shelves to help our park staff keep their wood together and 
organized. If you, or someone you know, is interested in volunteering at one 
of our parks, please visit our website at brazoriacountyparks.org, and contact 
the park you’d like to work with.

Would you like to volunteer at a county park?

Parker Bridges shakes hands with Camp Mohawk supervisor Sylvia 
Buenrostro.

Prized CCA redfish released in county

For those participating in the CCA Texas STAR Tournament this year, a 
staff member from CCA Texas released this prized redfish at an undisclosed 
location in Brazoria County for you to set your sights on. Good luck to all 
anglers! One tagged redfish has already been claimed; caught while fishing 
in Port O’Connor, but we’d love to see someone from Brazoria County snag 
the local drop. The tournament will conclude on Sept 3.
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Schedule of events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Sunday, July 8, 2-5 p.m.: History Talk: King 
Cotton. In Austin’s Colony, cotton was king. Colonist’s 
lives were centered on the cycle of planting, grow-
ing, and selling this fluffy fiber. But what is cotton? 
Why was growing it so important to the colonists in 
Austin’s Colony? Join us as we explore the economy 
created by cotton, from the fields of Brazoria County 
to the fabric mills of Liverpool England. For more 
information, call the Stephen F. Austin park at (979) 
849-5965.  

Saturday, July 14, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer 
Paddling Event #3. Come join the Brazoria Paddler’s 
Club as they hold a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. On this trip, we will 
paddle the San Bernard River. Plan to launch from 
the Hanson Riverside County Park boat ramp on 
Highway 35 just outside of West Columbia. We 
will paddle north about two miles to the low water 
crossing, and then float back down stream to the 
park. Bring your own boat or borrow one of ours. For 
information or reservations, call Mike Mullenweg at 
(979)864-1152, or email him at mikem@brazoria-
county.com. Please have a completed release 
form with you, or already on file with the parks 
department, before attending.

July 16-19: Nature Camp at Quintana Beach 
County Park. Outdoor nature-related programming 
with the Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 
7-12.  $30 per camper; limited space available. 
Pre-registration required. For information or reserva-
tions, call (979) 864-1152, or email mikem@brazoria-
county.com.

Saturday, July 21, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer 
Paddling Event #4.Come join the Brazoria Paddler’s 
Club as they hold a paddling event on one of the 

waterways in Brazoria County. We will launch from 
San Luis Pass County Park, and paddle up to Bird 
Island. Once there, we will hop out of our boats and 
do a little beach-combing before returning to the 
dock. Bring your own boat or borrow one of ours. 
For information or reservations, call Mike Mullenweg 
at (979)864-1152, or email him at mikem@brazoria-
county.com. Please have a completed release 
form with you, or already on file with the parks depart-
ment, before attending.

Sunday, July 22, 2 to 5 p.m.: This Was: Scrib-
ners’ Scrawlings. Try your hand at old-school writing 
with period pen and ink on proper laid paper. Can you 
match the hand of the old-timers? More information is 
coming - registration and minimal expense required to 
defray materials costs. For more information, call the 
Stephen F. Austin park at (979)849-5965.  

Saturday, August 11, 9 a.m. to noon: 
Summer Paddling Event #5. Come join the Brazoria 
Paddler’s Club (formerly known as the Small Water-
craft Club) as they hold a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or 
borrow one of ours. Great for families and first-time 
paddlers. Location TBD.  For information or reserva-
tions, call (979)864-1152, or email mikem@brazoria-
county.com. Please have a completed release 
form with you, or already on file with the parks depart-
ment, before attending.

Sunday, August 12, 2-5 p.m.: History Talks: 
The Peddlers Trade. Buying and selling was an impor-
tant aspect of life in Austin’s Colony, but just what 
was available, how did it reach the market, and what 
were the costs? Was Texas a backwater, or a thriving 
business environment? For more information, call the 
Stephen F. Austin park at (979)849-5965.  

An uptick in sea turtle sightings on Follett’s Island beach has residents 
wondering how to help keep these wonderful creatures safe. Usually Kemp’s 
Ridley, an endangered species, come onto land to dig their nests, and lay 
their eggs.

Texas A&M University at Galveston and Turtle Island Restoration Network 
have implemented a sea turtle nesting and stranding monitoring program 
along the Texas coast. Their turtle patrol teams can be easily reached at 
1-866-TURTLE5, or 1-866-887-8535. They ask that visitors notify them when 
spotting an unprotected nest or a stranded sea turtle.

Another key to helping these Kemp’s ridleys along their way is to not 
approach or touch them. These turtles have emerged from the ocean for one 
reason, and that’s to try and lay their eggs, and swiftly return to the water. 
A quick phone call to the turtle patrol will be exactly what they need from 
beach visitors, but don’t let that discourage you from being a spectator from 
a reasonable distance. It’s a beautiful sight to behold.

Do this if you see a turtle on the beach

Turtle at Follett’s Island.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER       Just wondering
With Browns’ coach Hue Jackson 

saying his players will have to earn 
the brown and white stripes on their 
helmets, are said players — or the 
team — subject to fines from the 
NFL’s uniform police for nonmatch-
ing gear?

So what’s next, helmet stickers? 
Postgame trips to Dairy Queen 
when they win?

      Flag on the play
A financial adviser for ex-NFLer 

Cory Redding was convicted of 
stealing $4.5 million from him and 
got hit with a seven-year prison 
sentence.

Now that’s what you call a with-
holding penalty.
  2 minutes for interference?

Restoring Hope “looked like a 
bodyguard making sure nobody got 
close to Justify” in this year’s Bel-
mont Stakes, complained the owner 
of a rival Thoroughbred.

In other words, Restoring Hope is 
the Dave Semenko of horse racing.

 Slice of baseball heaven
The short-season Class A Staten 

Island Yankees will refer to them-
selves — new uniforms and all 
— as the Staten Island Pizza Rats 
for all five Saturday home games 
this season.

Opposing hitters are already 
bracing for a bevy of cutters and 
high cheese.

       That’s shoe biz
IKEA announced global partner-

ships with a few leading brands 
such as adidas.

Which is great news if you like 
taking two hours to put your sneak-
ers together, then wondering why 
you have three screws, a bracket 
and an Allen wrench left over.

          Tight ending
Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski 

plunked down a $69 place bet 
on his namesake horse — which 
opened at 69-to-1 odds to win, on 
6/9 — at the Belmont Stakes, and 
cashed in when the four-legged 
Gronkowski rallied from last place to 
finish second.

No word on whether the two-
legged Gronk spiked his wad of 
dough at the payout window.

    No photo finish here
Secretariat’s combined time for 

the 1973 Kentucky Derby, Preak-
ness Stakes and Belmont Stakes 
— 6:16.4 — is a whopping six 
seconds faster than the next-fastest 
Triple Crown winner, Affirmed at 6:
22.4.

Or as fans of Big Red like to call 
the stunning disparity: Secretariat’s 
Spread.

         Double play
Ex-MLB pitcher Kevin Brown 

caught two men stealing from his 
mailbox in Macon, Ga., and kept 
them at gunpoint until police arrived.

Elias Sports Bureau statisticians 
alertly credited him with a hold.

    Ringing in the new
Broadcaster Jim Gray was 

inducted into the International 
Boxing Hall of Fame.

On his plaque, we assume, he’ll 
be credited with the LeBron James 
decision.

By Barbara Quinn
The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

My daughter suggested I write 
a column about hydration. Great 
idea, since a road trip through 
drought-stricken New Mexico and 
Arizona was on the horizon. No 
worries. We remembered to pack 
plenty of bottled water in the ice 
chest.

According to the US Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), we need 
water every day of our lives. When 
water stores are low, our bodies 
overheat, moods worsen, and we 
are more susceptible to constipa-
tion and kidney stones. Not a 
great combination for enjoyable 
vacations.

How do we meet our water 
needs when the temperature hits 
95 to 99 degrees in the desert? 
It helps to remember that up to 
60 percent of our body weight is 
water. And we lose water daily 
through breathing, sweat and 
normal body processes. Here are 
some rules to remember as we 
venture out for summer travel:

Choose plain water instead of 
a soda. We’ll save 150 unneeded 
sugar calories for every 12 ounces 

of just plain ol’ water we ingest in 
place of a sugar-sweetened bever-
age. Pure water is a better thirst 
quencher as well.

Let thirst be your guide (gener-
ally). Although current recom-
mendations tell us to drink when 
we are thirsty, we need to learn to 
identify true thirst. It can be easy 
to confuse thirst for hunger. Good 

practice? Have plain water on hand 
throughout the day. Frequent sips 
of fluid can often quell what we may 
otherwise have thought was hunger. 
Also remember that if we wait until 
we are very thirsty to drink fluids, we 
are probably already dehydrated.

Choose foods high in water 
content. They are generally lower in 
calories and often offer more nutri-
tion as well. Water naturally present 
in food also contributes to our daily 
water quota, say experts.

Here are some examples: Com-
pared to 100 percent plain water, 
milk, melons, strawberries, lettuce, 
cabbage and spinach are between 
90 to 99 percent water. Fruit juice, 
yogurt, apples, grapes, oranges, 

carrots, pears and pineapple con-
tain 80 to 89 percent water.

And 70 to 79 percent of the 
weight of bananas, avocados, and 
cottage cheese pure water.

Caffeinated beverages count. 
Yay! My morning coffee and iced 
tea when we stop for lunch con-
tributes to my daily water goals, 
say experts. Alcohol? Sorry, no. 
When you hit the country western 
dance hall in Albuquerque, try a 
club soda with lemon instead of 
beer. It saves money, calories and 
a lot of grief on the drive home.

We did O.K. on this particular 
trip. Sipped on water as we drove 
through the Petrified Forest and 
Painted Desert. Had fresh fruit 
or juice along with coffee most 
mornings. And remembered to 
order salads and vegetables (high 
water-content foods) with meals. I 
wonder what the water content is 
for green chile?
(Barbara Quinn is a registered 
dietitian and certified diabetes 
educator affiliated with Community 
Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula. 
She is the author of “Quinn-Essential 
Nutrition” (Westbow Press, 2015). 
Email her at to barbara@quinnessenti
alnutrition.com.)

When temperatures climb, pay attention to staying hydrated

Quinn on Nutrition
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• There are so many trees in 
London, it can be classified as a 
forest according to a UN definition.

• The last letter added to the 
alphabet wasn’t ‘Z’ -- It was ‘J’.

• In 2014, a man from Arizona 
stole a diamond that was worth 
$160,000 and traded it for $20 
worth of weed.

• In 2013, PayPal accidentally 
credited a man from Pennsylvania 

with $92 quadrillion USD.
• In 2015, a man dressed up as 

an armored truck driver and tricked 
Walmart employees into giving him 
$75,000.

• A survey found that 64 percent 
of Americans prefer the company of 
their cat over their significant other.

• ‘Buffy the Vampire Slayer’ 
was the first show to use the word 
“Google” as a verb on TV.

DID YOU KNOW?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Monster party
5 Cooled with cubes, as tea
9 Hood’s bank job
14 Author __ Stanley Gardner
15 Dress that reaches the ankles
16 According to
17 Roman love god
18 Bird sacred to Tut
19 Animal shelter arrival
20 Brought in for repair, as a dis-

abled car
23 Dublin’s land: Abbr.
24 __ bran
25 Either “T” in “AT&T,” when 
abbreviated
26 Jul. and Aug.
28 Oppressive ruler
30 Cause of much yawning
31 Really bug
32 Playground plank for two
34 __ Spumante

35 Obeyed strictly
38 Coll. staff member
40 “Finally!”
41 Joint that may need replacing
42 Bugs for payment
44 Put a worm on
48 Electrical particle
49 &
50 Hindu term of respect
51 Lead-in with car or tourism
52 Milne play about an amphibian
56 Beat at chess
57 “If __ $1,000,000”: Barenaked 
Ladies song
58 List-ending abbr.
59 Doctor on the starship Enterprise
60 San __, Italy
61 Shortest Great Lake name
62 Culture: Pref.
63 Golda of Israel
64 Title for Byron

DOWN
1 “Scram!”
2 Weapons facility
3 Adagio, as compared to allegro
4 “You can have it”
5 Mimicked
6 Explorer Sebastian
7 Interstate highway sign word
8 One hanging near the kitchen sink
9 Red tape, e.g.
10 O.T. book named for a woman
11 “Scout’s honor!”
12 City on a harbor
13 Attempt
21 Transplant recipient
22 “Lo, How a Rose __ Blooming”: 
carol
27 Speed down snowy slopes
29 Starting with
30 Thai money
33 Not give an inch
34 Pro’s opposite
35 First-class
36 Dog believed to have originated 
in Newfoundland
37 Start of a “Come again?” 
response
38 __ Beta Kappa
39 It’s “read” during a reprimand
42 Beatnik’s bro
43 Game with Draw Two cards
45 Italian playhouse
46 Cream-filled pastry
47 Dressed to kill, with “up”
50 “Ditto”
53 Thousands of years
54 “With this ring, I __ wed”
55 Cad
56 Sra., in France
(C) 2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
SEA  LAKE  GULF  POND  COVE  OCEAN  HARBOR  LAGOON
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friendly overtures will not be 
ignored. What starts out as a busi-
ness relationship could end up as 
a great and lasting friendship. This 
might be a good week to join an 
organization or club that stimulates 
your imagination.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Lighten your load by embracing 
enlightenment. Your daily routines 
may be upset by unpredictable 
twists and turns in the week to 
come. At the same time, you may 
be enthused by useful new ideas 
and the latest gadgets.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Add 
some steel to your repertoire. Put 
your fun-loving, people pleasing 
ways to one side and focus on 
achieving your ambitions in the 
week ahead. Hold off on shopping 
trips for new wardrobe items and 
home decor.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Make a conscious effort to err on 
the side of generosity. Loved ones 
may not be as warm and loving as 
usual. This is a good week to focus 
on being an active member of a 
group where work, job, or career is 
concerned.

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Take 
the fast track to success. Emulate 
someone with better connections 
or greater experience who is also a 
mover or a shaker. Use all the tricks 
of the trade to shave a few pennies 
off your bills in the upcoming week.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Remain down to earth. As much as 
you would like to follow the tugs on 
your heart strings, your talents are 
better suited to practical matters. 
Learning something new may be 
difficult but not impossible this week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
You may realize that someone’s 
friendly overtures don’t contain any 
flirtatious intentions as this week 
unfolds. That will be a good thing 
because it leaves you free to make 
new discoveries and develop inge-
nious ideas.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Duty might weigh you down like a 
ball and chain. You may question 
whether a partner or key connection 
is someone you are willing to drag 
around. Focus on people’s abilities 
rather than their shortcomings this 
week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your 
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: BOGUS  GLINT  FIASCO  AVIARY
Answer: The weatherman bought the new fishing pole -- FOR CASTING

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): If you’ve got it, flaunt it. Others 
may be drawn to your physical mag-
netism or dazzled by your appear-
ance of popularity. In the week 
ahead, you could excel at social 
networking and shine brightest in 
group settings.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): The traditional approach is 
likely to meet with success during 
the upcoming week. You will find 
that being tactful will pay dividends. 
Make key decisions and needed 
changes as early in the week as 
possible.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You will be forced to realize that to 
achieve your ambitions you may 
need to be quite patient. If you work 
very hard in the week to come, you 
will avoid some of the more obvious 
potential pitfalls that appear later.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Be 
more sensible. Your past personal 
indulgences and passing whims 
may force you to sacrifice some of 
this week’s pleasures. Concentrate 
on what matters most to you and 
the minor inconveniences will fade 
away.

  History of the World On This Day
            JUNE 26
1819: The bicycle was patented 

by W. K. Clarkson.
1906: The first Grand Prix motor 

race was held in Le Mans, France.
1963: President John Kennedy 

gave his, “Ich bin ein Berliner” (I 
am a Berliner) speech in West 
Berlin.

           JUNE 27
1898: Joshua Slocum became 

the first person to successfully 
circumnavigate the earth alone 
when he landed his sloop Spray in 
Newport, R.I., a 46,000-mile trip.

1950: President Harry S. 
Truman ordered the Air Force and 
Navy into the Korean War.

1985: The legendary Route 66, 
running from Chicago to Santa 
Monica, Calif., was decertified, the 
victim of the Interstate Highway 
System.

            JUNE 28
1894: Labor Day became a fed-

eral holiday by an act of Congress.

1914: Archduke Francis Ferdi-
nand of Austria-Hungary and his 
wife were assassinated, setting off 
World War I.

1919: The Treaty of Versailles 
was signed in France, ending 
World War I.

            JUNE 29
1613: London’s Globe Theatre 

burned down during a perfor-
mance of Shakespeare’s Henry 
VIII.

1995: The shuttle Atlantis and 
the Russian space station Mir 
docked, forming the largest man-
made satellite ever to orbit Earth.

            JUNE 30
1859: French acrobat Charles 

Blondin, AKA Jean Francois Grav-
elet, walked across Niagara Falls 
on a tightrope.

1908: A powerful natural explo-
sion from an unknown cause 
rocked the Tunguska Basin, in 
eastern Siberia, flattening hun-
dreds of square miles of forest and 

resulting in tremors that could be 
felt hundreds of miles away.

            JULY 1
1863: The Battle of Gettysburg, 

which marked the turning point in 
the Civil War, began.

1867: Canada became a 
self-governing dominion of Great 
Britain under the British North 
America Act.

1943: Income tax withholding 
began in the United States.

            JULY 2
1566: French astrologer, physi-

cian, and prophet Nostradamus 
died.

1937: Amelia Earhart and her 
co-pilot Fred Noonan disappeared 
over the Pacific Ocean while 
attempting to fly around the world.

1964: President Johnson signed 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 into 
law.

2002: Steve Fossett became the 
first to circumnavigate the globe 
solo in a balloon.
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