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By John Toth
The Bulletin

This issue marks the conclu-
sion of 26 years of publishing The 
Bulletin. The July 7 issue will be the 
beginning of the 27th year.

Our plan is to publish for many 
more years, and to have The Bulle-
tin continue after we retire, when-

ever that will be, if ever. 
I really wouldn’t know what else to 

do without publishing the paper we 
started in 1994.

I’m not much of a television 
watcher. Even when we had base-
ball games on, I used to listen to 
the Astros while I worked on the 
paper in some capacity,  whether it 
was laying out a page or editing or 
writing a story.

I enjoy watching a good movie or 
series on Netflix, but after a while it’s 
time to come back to the real world - 
and work on the paper.

I have traveled through Europe 
and the United States, but each 
time I had my computer with me, 
and when there was nothing to 
do, I worked on the paper. I have 

Ramblings

Freezing Grandpa’s watermelon was not a good idea
By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

Early 1950s summertime at 
Grandpa Ruffo’s farm in Anderson 
County, a bunch of grandkids were 
visiting for the summer. We were all 
trying to stay out of trouble – or at 
least not get caught.

We figured the best way to 
stay out of trouble was to steer 

(Continued on Page 6)

My hometown’s dirty little secret
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Bear with me. 
Just this once, I am writing about 

my hometown in California. Ordi-
narily, this is not something I would 
bore Brazoria 
County readers 
with. 

But, in this time 
of tense race relations, my home-
town offers a striking example of his-
toric and systemic racism in an area 
of the country that many people, 
including myself, thought was more 
progressive than most.  

I always thought Culver City in the 
1950s and 60s was an ideal place to 

grow up.
Nestled within Greater Los Ange-

les, it was a beautiful city with nice 
neighborhoods, good schools and 
beaches a bike-ride away.

It was also home to major movie 
studios. I didn’t 
even mind that in 
the middle of the 
night you would 

hear what sounded like real artillery 
when the TV series “Combat” was 
being filmed on the studio lot behind 
our house.

My parents settled in Culver City 
in 1954 when they bought a house 
for $14,000, a price that wouldn’t 

The View from My Seat

clear of the adults. With about half 
of Grandpa Ruffo’s farm being 
wooded, we had many adventures 
in the shade of the trees.

Grandpa Ruffo always had one 
plot of watermelons planted. Now 
these were not the personal melons 
or icebox melons of today, but family 
sized Black Diamond melons – a 
medium-large-sized Black Diamond 

melon could top 100 pounds. That 
hot summer day we decided to have 
a watermelon party. We got the 
Radio Flyer wagon from the side of 

Black Diamond is a classic 
oblong watermelon with a black-
green rind covering bright red, 
crisp, flavorful flesh. In the 1950s, 
Black Diamond was a very pop-
ular home garden variety. Fruits 
have gray-black seeds (perfect 
for seed spitting contests) and 
can grow quite large.

New norm is already driving me batty
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

I don’t know about you, but 
if adjusting my daily activities 
according to COVID-19 protocol is 
now the norm, I’m ready to declare 
myself an official freakazoid, which 
is how most people (especially my 
family members) see me, anyway.

I just can’t accept this way of life, 
and I’m not gonna take it anymore 

- unless the government, medical 
professionals, the local big box store 
manager and my wife tell me to. I 
now invite you to commiserate with 
me about various aspects of life that 
have gotten on my first, middle and 
last nerve.

Speaking of the store manager, 
I’m not sure I can tolerate another 
shopping trip for my three daugh-

By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

It was as if the Grim Reaper in 
fancy black scrubs had walked into 
my delivery room at 4 a.m. He asked 
me if I had a living will.

You must have the wrong room. 
Why would I need that at my age? 
This is where I am about to give birth 
to our son. After that, everything 
went blank on my part.  Either I had 
developed a major problem, or this 
doctor dressed in black was being 
overly dramatic. 

He was talking, but I couldn’t hear 
him. I became terrified. David, my 
husband, talked with him. There was 
a problem - 140 over 118.

This was not a basketball final 
score. It was my blood pressure. 
The nurse walked out without saying 
anything after taking it. They took it 

By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

Incoming college freshmen, fresh 
people, first years, plebes or what-
ever name you give yourselves, let 
me say I’m as nervous as you are.

But for entirely different reasons.
You anguish over the possibility 

that your first semester, perhaps 
your first year, of college will be con-
ducted virtually due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 crisis.

 Rather than hanging out in dorm 
rooms, meeting new friends and 
walking with those friends to lecture 
halls filled with fellow students, 

The new mommy diaries
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Rain and your joints

Cows can’t forecast rain
Don’t worry about breaking out the umbrella because you saw several 

cows lying down. 
They’re not doing this to guarantee they have a spot of dry grass or 

because their system is reacting to atmospheric pressure changes. 
More likely, they’re simply chewing their cud and sometimes prefer not to 

stand during that process. 
According to livescience.com, there isn’t any scientific evidence showing 

that cows take this position because rain is forthcoming.

While it is true that colder weather 
can trigger joint pain, what’s not true 
is the old wives’ tale that the pain 
will be long-lasting or that it will lead 
to a lifetime of joint problems.

“All of those tissues have nerve 
endings in them, so they’re going 
to feel changes in the weather as 
tightness in the joint, or stiffness,” 
James Gladstone, MD, co-director 
of sports medicine at The Mount 
Sinai Hospital in New York City, told 
the Weather Channel. 

However, this change is only 
temporary; your joints aren’t being 
destroyed with every bout of cold 
weather.

Barometric pressure - or the pres-
sure of the air - can affect joints, but 
humidity, precipitation, and tempera-
ture are also at play. This can cause 
fluid in the joints to thicken, which 
makes them stiffer.



female, hanging there until he 
falls off or is eaten.”  But the male 
grass spider, to avoid getting eaten, 
releases a chemical that causes his 
mate to go comatose “until the deed 
is done.”

Elephants and bees
Q. How did elephants’ excellent 

memory and their fear of bees help 
resolve a serious problem peacefully 
and profitably?

A. When farmland expansion in 
East Africa encroached on the habitat 
of elephants, they began to raid the 
farms for food, destroying crops in 
the process, says Dan Lewis on his 
“Now I Know” website. “Elephants 
have a good aptitude for recalling 
times and events that have caused 
them injury,” and bees are particu-
larly harmful because they can sting 
near the beasts’ eyes or from inside 
their trunks. With their trunk-blast 
driven language, they can warn other 
elephants to stay away.

Researcher Lisa Kind devised 
a plan involving beehive “fences,” 
theorizing that if farmland were 
surrounded with fences bearing 
beehives, elephants encountering the 
fences would end up shaking them, 
disturbing the hives and releasing the 
bees. “The elephants often fled the 
area.”

Overall, a peaceful resolution. 
The profit came when the farmers 
collected and sold the honey.

Speaking of elephants: The term 
“white elephant” dates back to the 
1800s, when the King of Siam used 
to give actual white elephants to 
those in his service who had dis-
pleased him. “The recipients of these 
elephants risked financial ruin due 
to the creature’s care and upkeep.” 
Thus, the term means “a property 
requiring much care and expense 
and yielding little profit.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Eat your sizzlin’, tasty 
vegetables

Q. What’s in a name?  Plenty, if 
you’re trying to encourage people 
to eat more vegetables. Can you 
explain?

A. At five university dining halls 
across the U.S., Stanford University 
researchers tested whether “taste-fo-
cused labels” (“Sizzlin’ Szechaun 
Green Beans”) increased diners’ 
vegetable intake compared with 
“health-focused labels” (“Nutritious 
Green Beans”) or neutral labels 
(“Green Beans”), reports the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, “Wellness 
Letter.” “Taking a page from the 
junk-food-marketing playbook, the 
taste-focused labels were designed 
to provide expectations of a positive 
experience,” using words suggesting 
excitement, indulgence, tradition.

Based on 138,000 diner decisions 
and 24 vegetable types, “the taste-fo-
cused labels increased the selection 
of vegetable dishes by 29 percent 
compared with health-focused 
labels, and by 14 percent compared 
with basic labels” (“Psychological 
Studies”). And compost discards 
indicated that diners consumed more 
of the veggies, suggesting greater 
enjoyment.

“The authors concluded that 

emphasizing the taste attributes of 
vegetable dishes - rather than their 
healthfulness - may make diners 
more likely to choose them over less-
healthy fare.”

Spiders and their habits
Q. Arachnophobes, listen up: 

Cellar spiders, goldenrod, writing, 
grass and wolf spiders have some 
mighty strange habits. Do you know 
what they are?

A. These common spider species 
can be found creeping around North 
American homes and lawns, say 
Eleanor Spicer Rice and Neil McCoy 
in “American Scientist” magazine. 
A cellar spider steals other spiders’ 
webs, tricking victims by doing a 
“death dance,” shaking webs like 
entangled prey. “When the hungry 
web owner comes for a bite, the 
cellar spider tosses silk on it and eats 
it.” She then goes on to eat other 
captured prey. 

Chameleons of the spider world, 
goldenrod spiders have special cells 
with pigments that enable them to 
blend in with the flowers they call 
home. “Look out, bees!” And species 
of wolf spiders number nearly 2,400 
worldwide, with more than 200 in 
North America alone. They come in 
an array of colors for blending in.

Finally, consider mating behavior: 
“The male writing spider sponta-
neously dies while still inside the 

If you enjoy reading 
The Bulletin, please 

tell your friends 
about us or pick 

up extra copies for 
them. Please let our 

advertisers know that 
you saw their ads in  

The Bulletin.
Baywood Foods Shopping Center
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
3-7 PM DAILY

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

AND SO BEGINS THE LEGEND OF THE JOHN DILLINGER 
OF BEARS:  A bear escaped from his enclosure near Trento, Italy, by 
scaling a 13-foot electric fence, and went on a nine-month honey-stealing 
rampage, causing carnage across a 350-mile area of northern Italy, dam-
aging bee hives, attacking a herd of cows and frightening two shepherds 
by shaking their trailer in an effort to dislodge a trash barrel. He was 
captured and sent back to find that zoo officials had a female companion 
waiting for him.

OH GOD, NO, NAOMI! WHY? WHY?!: Police, responding to a 
report of a dead body wrapped in a  blanket by the side of a main road in 
North Queensland, Australia, said it turned out to be a highly realistic doll 
named Naomi.

IT WASN’T ME; I THINK IT CAME FROM OVER THERE: 
When police went to a man’s home in Nottinghamshire, England, to serve 
him with a warrant for failing to appear in court, he tried to run away, 
forcing officers to chase him as he headed into the woods in the dark. He 
crouched down behind a bush, but an ill-timed fart revealed his hiding 
place.

THE OFFICER WAS NOT CRACKING UP: After a 61-year-old 
man was pulled over during a traffic stop in Fort Pierce, Fla., he tried to get 
rid of his crack pipe by throwing it out the window. It hit a cop in the face.

REALLY? I WONDER WHAT IT WAS THEN: A heavily intoxi-
cated man called 911 and reported that he had been shot in the buttocks 
in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., at 2 in the morning. An examination by medical 
personnel revealed no such injury.

LOOK WHO’S TALKING: A woman was thrown out of the Monkey 
Bar and Grille in Indialantic, Fla., after she kept trying to randomly kiss 
strangers, so she called 911 five times to complain that the business was 
not practicing coronavirus social distancing guidelines.

TRY NOT TO ATTRACT ATTENTION: Two men stole merchan-
dise from a convenience store In Louisa, Va., while wearing hollowed-out 
watermelon rinds on their heads with holes cut out for their eyes

WHAT’S THAT MOVING AROUND IN THERE, SIR?: A man who 
crashed his car in Eaton County, Mich., was arrested when police found a 
stolen German shepherd puppy hidden in his pants.

WHY, OFFICER? ARE YOU A PRUDE OR SOMETHING?: 
Neighbors complained to police that a 56-year-old woman was in the 
driveway of her Vero Beach, Fla., home, partially undressed, walking back 
and forth around her car and pounding on a recycling bin to make sure 
people could see her. The cops came and told her to stop it.

JUST DOING WHAT THE VOICES TELL ME TO DO: A home-
less woman in Pittsburgh said she received a “prophecy from God” urging 
her to “throw bricks at white men.” She was chased by a man she tar-
geted, ran into an abandoned Catholic school and hid in the locker room. 
The woman, who herself is white, was charged with propulsion of missiles, 
criminal mischief and defiant trespass.

WE CAN WAIT ALL NIGHT, SIR: When police raided the home of 
a drug dealer in Devon, England, the undressed suspect climbed through 
the skylight up onto the roof, still clutching his cannabis. The cops per-
suaded him to climb back inside.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN, ‘SHE HAD SOME KETCHUP 
(WHACK!) ON HER FACE?’: A woman went into a bar in Fort Walton 
Beach, Fla., where she observed her husband of four years licking the 
face of another woman. Enraged, she grabbed him by the hair and 
dragged him out into the parking lot, where she proceeded to strike him 
repeatedly.
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Prices Good Thru 07-07-2020

all night long. I failed all of it. It was 
staying high.

Luckily, David heard everything, 
and he basically said that my blood 
pressure levels were extremely 
high. The doctor in the Grim Reaper 
outfit  was there because my blood 
pressure was so high that it trig-
gered an alarm. My condition had 
to be assessed within a certain time 
frame, it was explained. 

That made some sense now, but 
the Grim Reaper act was still weird. 
I guess doctors are doing stuff like 
this every day and sometimes forget 
how it affects  other people who are 
not doctors. Maybe it will just scare 
the living daylights out of them.

I went from an emotional high 
of giving birth, to a low after being 
asked if I had a living will. Who in 
their 20s has a living will? I was 
thinking that he would only ask this if 
my life was in danger. 

They said I had tested positive 
for pre-eclampsia. I had never 
heard of it. I thought everything was 
good. The baby and I were starting 
to adjust to each other. The high 
blood pressure had been around 
for a while, and nobody seemed too 
alarmed - until now. The doctors 
kept looking at my feet and legs 
while asking me the same ques-
tions. 

I had just given birth to a perfectly 
healthy baby boy. I never thought 
about my own health, or that I could 
be in danger. I was only worried 
about our baby.

If you don’t know what post-
partum preeclampsia is, here is 
the definition online: Postpartum 
preeclampsia is a condition that can 
happen after childbirth. This rare 
condition will cause the woman to 
have high blood pressure and high 
levels of protein in her urine. This 
is a serious condition that can lead 
to brain damage, stroke, and even 
death if not treated.

No wonder the nurses continued 
watching me like a hawk. I avoided 
looking at it or googling it because 
I was scared, but David called it up 
on his phone. He looked terrified, as 
if he saw a ghost. I have never seen 
him that pale in the face before. 

With so much going on, David 
and I decided to keep this to our-
selves and not tell family yet.

As they continued to watch my 
vitals, I was in high-alert mode. I 
was still trying to feed my newborn 
baby and was recovering from 
delivery while having to deal with a 
possible medical emergency on my 
hands. 

I was prescribed some blood 
pressure medicine. Since I wasn’t 
having any other symptoms, such 

as swelling, headaches, or blurry 
vision, we were allowed to be dis-
charged the next night.

 They figured I would relax better 
at home, but they let me know if 
I had any symptoms, I should go 
straight to the E.R. 

That was a relief. There was no 
Grim Reaper at home, just a baby 
room waiting for its new occupant.

The first night at home was a 
struggle, trying to feed and soothe 
a newborn while also checking my 
numbers. They were still high. I 
tried to relax as much as I could. 
The doctors said the blood pressure 
would go down; the question was, 
when?

I kept checking my blood pres-
sure several times a day, but it 
stayed put. I thought that I might 
have to go to the ER if the reading 
didn’t change.

 Then one day I wrapped the 
sleeve around my arm and pro-
ceeded to do what I had done so 
many times.

 The sleeve inflated, and the 
machine beeped. Then it was over - 
the reading showed 112 over 72. 

David and I were in tears - tears 
of joy.

(You can reach Stephanie at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or 
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

After delivery, doctor clad in black relayed the bad news
(Continued from Page 1)
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even be close to a down payment 
today. I lived there until I left for the 
University of Missouri in 1965. I only 
returned for visits. 

I bragged about my hometown 
while going to school in Missouri 
and while living for the past 50 
years in the Houston area.

It turns out, however, that Culver 

City wasn’t ideal for everyone. An 
ugly truth has emerged: My home-
town had a hidden past of racism 
that few of us knew about.

The truth unfolded when current 
Culver City resident John Kent, an 
Annapolis graduate and ex-Navy 
officer, was tipped off about a book 
called Sundown Towns:  A Hidden 
Dimension of American Racism. 

The book reveals a nation filled 
with segregated all-white towns, 
some of which posted signs at city 
limits telling blacks not to let the 
sun go down on you. Only the signs 
didn’t say blacks.

I had heard about such signs 
while visiting the small-town Mis-
souri home of my college roommate.

I was appalled and remember 
thinking that could never happen in 
Culver City.

But on page 112 of the book, 
Culver City was listed as a sundown 
town.

Kent began researching and, 
while he found no mention of 
sundown signs, he found a city that 
was founded on racist policies that 
lasted a century.

It all started in 1913 with the city’s 
founder, Harry Culver, who pro-
duced ads inviting people to come 
“see this model little white city.” 

Guy Rush, an associate of 
Culver, was even less subtle with 
Christmas ads promising a present 
and a box of candy to every child 
who brought an adult with them to 
look at property.  According to the 
ad, however, “lots and presents 
restricted to Caucasian race.”

By 1927, Culver was president of 
the Los Angeles Realty Board and 
recommended that Realtors “should 
not sell property to other than Cau-
casians in territories occupied by 
them.” Minorities began referring to 
Culver City as “Little Mississippi.”

During World War II, the city had 
air raid wardens who canvassed 
neighborhoods making sure families 
keep their lights off or installed 
blackout curtains. The wardens 
also were instructed to circulate 
documents in which homeowners 
promised not to sell their homes to 
African-Americans.

The Ku Klux Klan had a presence 
in Culver City and was active in the 
police department.  In the 1940s, 
the chief of police was accused of 
misconduct for openly recruiting for 
the Klan. There was a cross burning 

as late as 1976.
During the 1950s, William Bailey, 

a black World War II vet, and his 
wife barely escaped injury when 
their house was bombed shortly 
after moving in to a white Culver 
City neighborhood.

In 1994, Chief of Police Ted 
Cooke hired Tim Wind. Remember 
him?

 Wind was considered “one of 
the most unemployable cops in the 
country” since millions of Americans 
had seen footage of him kicking and 
beating Rodney King – an act that 
led to his termination from the Los 
Angeles Police Department. Wind 
served as a Culver City community 
service officer.

Under Cooke, Culver City police 
continued to hog-tie suspects’ feet 
to their hands behind their back, 
even after it was banned in other 

departments. Cooke served 27 
years, and when he retired, the Los 
Angeles Times noted that he was 
the only chief in Los Angeles County 
to deny the district attorney access 
to departmental investigations of 
officer-involved shootings.

All these revelations about my 
hometown make me wonder how 
so many residents, from generation 
to generation, were unaware of the 
racism. Or did we simply tolerate it?

Before Kent’s revelations, friends 
and family in Culver City would often 
mock my adopted state of Texas 
because of its conservative ways.

  I don’t think they will be doing 
that anymore.   

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516) 

Nobody ever talked about my hometown’s past, which is filled with racism
(Continued from Page 1)
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the house and headed for the melon 
patch.

Using the Ruffo scientific system, 
we were looking for an almost 
perfectly round melon with an 
almost uniform deep green color. 
We thumped the melon, listening 
for that deep “drum full of water” 
sound. 

Then, we inspected the stem. If 
it had started to dry up, that meant 
that the melon wouldn’t get any 
sweeter.

 Last, we rolled the melon over, 
exposing the small yellow patch the 
sun had not reached, and rubbed 
its bottom (yes, you rubbed the 
bottom of the melon) – feeling for 
bumps. The more bumps the melon 
had, the sweeter the melon. 

We finally selected a 60-pound 
melon – the largest one that fit into 
the Radio Flyer wagon.

After getting our prize, we 
dragged it back to the house. We 
planned to ice it down in a wash-
tub. You need three things when 
you ice down a Black Diamond 
melon: a wash tub, ice and rock 
salt. Well, we had the tub, but no 
ice - no salt – no money - no trans-
portation. But we still wanted to eat 
that melon that afternoon. So, we 
came up with another one of our 
brilliant ideas. We were going to 
cool it off in the freezer.

Now imagine six kids trying to 
get 60-pounds of slick melon with 
no handles up and over the edge 
of a chest-type freezer without 
dropping it. We did it, but it looked 
like a Keystone Cops silent film. 
We celebrated our achievement by 
mixing up a pitcher of iced Cherry 
Kool-Aid and heading to the front 
porch to gloat. Someone proposed 
a new adventure, and off we went 
– forgetting about the melon.

Just before noon – the next day 
– one of us remembered the Black 
Diamond melon. Then came the 
Keystone Cops movie in reverse. 

We finally got the melon out of 
the freezer and on the back porch. 
The melon was frozen solid. Off to 
the kitchen we went for the largest 
kitchen knife and Grandpa Ruffo’s 
whet stone. When the knife was 
shaving sharp, we tried to cut the 
melon but still couldn’t do it.

 Time for the next brilliant sug-
gestion: to get Grandpa Ruffo’s axe 
and split it open. Out of the barn 
came the razor-sharp, double-bit 
axe. We started to surround the 
melon and hold it in place but 
decided against it. Someone 
grabbed the axe and brought it 
down perfectly centered with enor-
mous force. The axe ricocheted 
off the melon faster than a John 
Wayne near-miss. The melon was 
unharmed – and so were we kids.

Time for another idea. 
A screened-in sleeping porch 

was attached to the back of the 
house with a half dozen beds for 
visiting grand kids. “Why don’t we 
take it in our bedroom, put it under 
a bed, and let it thaw for a couple 
of hours,” someone suggested. 
“Then slice and eat it.”

 It was no sooner said than 
done.

 We forgot about our melon until 
about noon the next day. Lurking 
under the bed was something that 
had once been a perfectly round 
melon. Now, it was half its original 
height and twice its original diame-

ter. It was sweating blood red tears.
 All we had to do was get it 

outside before the adults found 
out what we had done. We moved 
the bed away from the melon. We 
got as many people around the 
melon as we could, slid all our 
hands under the edge of the melon 
and agreed to lift the melon on the 
count of three and carry it outside 
to the chicken yard. So, with 12 
hands around the melon, we lifted 
at the count of three.

Sixty fingers sliced through the 
now-tissue-thin rind. Red chunks of 
goop spread out in a 10-foot circle. 
At that instant, Grandma Ruby 
walked in. Usually, everybody’s 
loveable little ol’ Granny, Grandma 

Ruby was 4 foot-10 inches tall. 
When she took a step into the 
room that day, she was a 15-foot-
tall velociraptor. She reduced the 
assembled grandkids to a quivering 
mass. We spent the rest of the 
day scooping, carrying, scrub-
bing, mopping, sweeping dusting, 
bed rearranging, bed making and 
whatever Grandma Ruby “sug-
gested”. She also “suggested” that 
we never, ever, put a watermelon 
in the freezer again. 

Grandpa Ruffo laughed a lot that 
day.

(Write Roy in care of The Bul-
letin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Our prized melon didn’t fare well after freezing, thawing
(Continued from Page 1)
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THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 
PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE

DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

PARTY PACK
$9599

11/2lbs. Brisket
1lb. Sausage

2lbs. Ribs
2 Whole Chickens

6 pints of6 pints of
Sideorders

FEEDS 10-12FEEDS 4-6

ters’ nutritional requirements - like 
tater tots, cocktail wieners and 
Reddi-whip. I’ve been to the local 
supermarket so many times over 
the past two months that I recently 
dreamed I had to fight off an attempt 
by the manager to fit me with one of 
those “Proud Associate” vests.

Now, don’t get me wrong. I truly 
appreciate all of my local grocery 
stores and their employees standing 
in the gap for us during this pan-
demic. 

I’ve actually wandered the aisles 
(in the wrong direction) with tears of 
gratitude in my eyes while embrac-
ing an 18-pack of Angel Soft Mega 
Rolls. It’s just that I don’t think I can 
stand any more humiliation when 
my ration of ramen noodles won’t 
scan properly at the self-checkout 
counter and the “customer needs 
assistance” light of shame starts 
blinking again.

When I’m not instigating mass 
eye-rolling among my fellow 
peeps, I’m usually going wacka-

doodle-in-place at home. I’m tired 
of my house, and I’m worried that 
I’m wearing it out, especially the 
plumbing. I’m not sure my home 
ever intended for me to occupy it 
this much. We now have a per-
manent hiking trail in the flooring 
from my bed, to the refrigerator, to 
my recliner, and to the bathroom. 
You’d think with all of that exer-
cise, I would’ve lost weight by now. 
Instead, I’m blaming my added 
pounds on uncontrolled hair growth, 
which has transformed my formerly 
stylish coiffure into one of those 
Russian ushanka-hats. (If you read 
my previous column, Hank says, 
“Hi!”)

I guess I can be thankful that I’m 
not spending all of this time in my 
house alone, but I’m pretty sure our 
pets wish they were. It’s a sad day 
when your dogs treat you like you’re 
intruding on their “me time.” Yes, 
these same creatures used to greet 
me at the door as if my wardrobe 
was made entirely of Oscar Mayer 
products. Now they treat me like 

that distant relative with bad breath 
your parents used to force you to 
hug when you were little. Maybe the 
pets are acting this way because 
I’ve spent part of quarantine 
practicing my dog-grooming skills. 
But despite their poor attitudes, I’m 
happy to say they still have most of 
their appendages.

Finally, (and I can’t believe I’m 
saying this) I’m tired of dressing 
like I’m always taking a short break 
between naps - which I am. I’m not 
even sure I can operate a zipper 
correctly anymore, and a button fly 

is completely out of the question. 
I remember when I used to savor 
every moment lounging in a pair 
of sweatpants, pajamas, or Nike 
shorts. 

Now, I’m just praying for the day 
when I’ll have to squeeze into my 
khakis, navigate a complex network 
of belt loops, and wear a dress 
shirt again. Ah, the good ol’ days of 
uncomfortable office attire!

With America starting to open up, 
I’m hopeful that life will soon return 

to its pre-corona monotony - and we 
can resume being terrified of other 
global threats like climate change, 
vaping, and cauliflower pizza.

Until then, I guess we’ll all have to 
deal with the “new normal,” and so 
will my two dogs - if I can get them 
to hold still.

(Copyright 2020 Jase Grave. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.)

The new norm is wearing thin even on my very clean pets
(Continued from Page 1)

Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
Hurricane season is officially 

under way, and for those who live in 
high-risk areas, planning ahead is 
crucial.

In an emergency, it’s crucial to 
ensure you and your family have 
plenty of food and water. Mayo 
Clinic nutritionist Debra Silverman 
offers some suggestions on how 
to keep your food and water safe 
during a storm or hurricane.

“Having a plan for basic food and 
water, particularly if power outages 
occur, will ensure proper nutrition, 
energy and long-term wellness,” 
says Silverman.

When an emergency strikes, you 
should:

• Keep refrigerator/freezer doors 
closed as much as possible.

• Refrigerator will keep cold for 
four hours if left unopened.

• Freezer will keep food cold for 
48 hours if full.

• If refrigerated food is kept at 
a temperature greater than 40 
degrees Fahrenheit for more than 
two hours, discard the food.

Foods to store are:
• Bottled water (3 gallons per 

person per day)
• Shelf-stable boxed drinks (e.g., 

fruit juice and powdered milk)
• Canned goods (vegetables, fruit, 

meats and beans)
• Peanut butter or other nut 

butters
• Crackers, trail mix/dried cereal
Silverman also recommends 

keeping disposable cutlery, paper 
plates and cups on hand. Gel hand 
sanitizer or wipes are also helpful.

Food tips for 
hurricane preparation
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sent several issues to press from 
different European cities and from 
Colorado.

There is just so much partying 
and sightseeing a tourist can do.

So, what would I do without The 
Bulletin?

I could sleep in late every 
morning. But my cats wake me up 
at 6:30 a.m. by walking back and 
forth on my chest.

I could travel more. We already 
covered this.

I could find a hobby. I have tried 
that several times. I don’t have 
the patience for stamp collecting 
and am terrible at puzzles. When 
I tried to learn the guitar, I had to 
stop because my fingertips couldn’t 
handle it.

I could learn to play the piano. 
I saw a portable piano keyboard 
advertised that folds up. The only 
thing that has stopped me from 
ordering it is that it would soon 
take its place next to the guitar in 
the closet. 

I could learn another language. I 
am doing that already. I’m studying 
Spanish, and the program I am 

using keeps reassuring me that I’m 
27% proficient. That means that if 
you start talking to me in Spanish, 
I have no idea what you’re saying. 
They don’t mention that part.

Learning a language is hard, no 
matter how easy the commercials 
make it out to be. There are too 
many rules to learn and words to 
memorize. I have done it three 
times out of necessity, and it was 
hard each time. 

English was the easiest, though, 
maybe because I already knew 
German and the two languages 
have many similar words. 

I could write a book. I’m writing 
a book now and am trying to wrap 
it up, but it’s hard. I like to escape 
into it. There’s no pandemic there.

So, what else could I do if I offi-
cially retire, which I'm not?

I sat behind the keyboard for a 
few minutes before I started typing 
again. I could not come up with 
anything. 

So, you see, dear reader, I am 
left with no choice but to continue 
to publish The Bulletin for another 
year and beyond. It is the only 
thing I can think of.

Bulletin completes 26 years of publishing
(Continued from Page 1)

Soccer star lands scholarship, ends HS career with BC degree
Samantha Garcia is already 

known as one of the best soccer 
athletes in Brazoria County.

A three-year starter for Brazo-
sport High School’s varsity soccer 
squad, Samantha has led the team 
in scoring all three of those sea-
sons. This year 
alone she helped 
captain the Lady 
Ships to a District 
24-4A champion-
ship, while earning 
district co-MVP 
and second-team 
all-region honors.

Samantha’s 
skills on the pitch 
have even earned 
her a soccer 
scholarship to Texas Southern 
University this coming fall.

What many don’t realize about 
Samantha, however, is that she’s 
earned much more than a diploma 
from Brazosport High School and 
a slew of soccer accolades. At only 
17 years of age, she also has an 
Associate of Science degree from 

Brazosport College.
Samantha is one of 10 Brazo-

ria County high school students 
to earn college degrees this year 
through Brazosport College’s dual 
credit program. She achieved this 
by supplementing her junior and 

senior years of 
high school with a 
full load of college 
courses.

No doubt, earn-
ing an associate 
degree while still 
attending high 
school is a chal-
lenge. Don’t tell 
her that, though.

“It’s really hard, 
but I just manage 

my time and organize everything,” 
Samantha said of her busy sched-
ule. “I have to write everything 
down on my calendar, and prioritize 
my classes and homework.

“I study a lot at night, and I work 
out during the day,” she added.

If that’s not enough, Samantha 
completed her studies at Brazo-

sport with a 98.4 grade average 
and graduated with 10 cords noting 
the multiple high school organiza-
tions she participated in. To name 
just a few, she was president of 
the STEM Academy, treasurer of 
HOSA, secretary for PALs, and 
held memberships in Student 
Council, National Honor Society 
and Spanish Honor Society, among 
others.

For Samantha, enrolling in dual 
credit classes and working toward 
an associate degree wasn’t about 
proving how many things she could 
take on at one time. Rather, she’s 
looking ahead to her future, hope-
fully as a mechanical engineer.

“I wanted to get a head start,” 
she said. “I felt that if I got a degree 
at a younger age, I could get into 
the workforce faster.”

As she’s proven in athletics, 
Samantha is also a fierce com-

petitor, and this drive extends far 
beyond sports.

When she looks back, she’s 
quick to admit that her experience 
at Brazosport College has been 
one of her academic highlights.

“I’ve loved Brazosport College,” 
she said. “I’d tell anyone who asks 
me about dual credit classes to do 
it. It’s a great experience and you 
learn so much from it. You’ll not 
only grow as a student, but also as 
a person.”

Samantha Garcia
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Happy Birthday, AmericaHappy Birthday, America

Enjoy the 73rd AnnualEnjoy the 73rd Annual
 Fishin’ Fiesta Fishin’ Fiesta

andand
Celebrate AmericaCelebrate America
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This year has been quite the test 
for all of us. With COVID-19, life 
has changed, and this year we have 
had to make some changes with the 
Fishin’ Fiesta Tournament and BBO 
Cook-Off.

This year we are refocusing on 
the charity fishing tournament. 
That’s right, Fishin’ Fiesta is a tax 
write-off, as the Freeport Host 
Lion’s Foundation is a non-profit 
organization. Your entry fee in the 
fishing tournament or the State 
Championship BBQ Cook-Off is 
a tax deduction. Our tax ID is # 
46-1639978.

There are no other events this 
year except the Kid’s Hamburger 
Cook-Off, fireworks on Saturday, 
July 4 at 9 a.m. and the Midway 
Carnival starting on Thursday.

So, where does your donation 
go? The Freeport Host Lions Foun-
dation supports Brazosport Cares 
Food Pantry, Salvation Army, Junior 
Achievement, ActionS (provides 
meals to home-bound residents), 
Texas Lions Camp for physically 
challenged kids, (Brazoria County 
Lions sponsor an average of 30-40 
kids each year to the camp in Kerr-
ville, Texas.) The week at the camp 
cost the families and kids nothing, 
as the Lions of Texas underwrites 
the entire cost of the camp.

We also provide two scholarships 
to Brazosport College and two 
scholarships for students at Brazo-
sport High School.

This is just a few of the 30+ 
groups we try to help each year.

So, from us to you, thank you 

for supporting our charity fishing 
tournament and BBQ Cook Off. 
Ann Johnston, Chairperson, Fishin’ 

Fiesta 2020
Ron Martin
Chairperson, BBQ Cook-Off 2020

A message from the Fishin’ Fiesta chairpersons

Organizers expect Fishin’ Fiesta  
BBQ Cook-Off to be biggest, best

The 73rd Annual Fishin’ Fiesta will feature the biggest barbecue cook-
off ever, according to organizers. While the pandemic is limiting some of 
the events at the popular Freeport festival, it is not hampering the cook-
off, which will be at Freeport Municipal Park.

The cook-off is an IBCA-sanctioned Texas State Championship event 
that will take place on July 3-4. Entry fee is $150.

Categories are fajitas, chicken, ribs and brisket. Total prize money will 
be $5,000.

There is a change this year in the Freeport Host Lions Foundation 
barbecue for Friday night’s jackpot contest. Steak is being replaced by 
fajitas. Teams will supply their own meat, and there is a $20 entry fee, 
of which $5 goes to the Lions charities. The rest of the jackpot is divided 
as follows: First place gets 50%; second place gets 30%, and third place 
gets 20%.

Fishin’ Fiesta events and prizes
In addition to the adults’ barbecue cook-off, the kids’ hamburger cook-

off and the carnival are the other non-fishing events on the Fishin’ Fiesta’s 
schedule at Freeport Municipal Park. Other activities and the concerts have 
been canceled for the public’s protection during the corona virus situation.

The kids’ hamburger cook-off is limited to the first 25 participants, ages 
8-12, and is run by the Brazosport Noon Lions Club. Sponsors are Dairy Bar, 
DJ’s BBQ, Grapevine Gifts and Ann’s Monogramming.

This children’s event will take place on July 4, and there is a $10 entry fee. 
Setup is at 11:30 a.m. The Lions will furnish the meat, buns and grill. Par-
ticipants need to bring utensils, condiments, seasonings and cooking skills. 
The top three finishers will receive trophies, and all participants will receive 
a cook-off apron. For more information, or to get an entry application, go to 
fishinfiesta.com, or call (979) 233-1047. Applications must be received and 
paid in full by 11 a.m. on the day of the cook-off.

The carnival will be operated by the same company that appears at the 
county fair, said chairperson Ann Johnston. It will start on Thursday, July 2, 
at 5 p.m. and close at midnight and will follow the same schedule on Friday. 
On Saturday, it will be operating from 11 a.m. to midnight.

Check the Fishin’ Fiesta’s 2020 website for details for the fishing tourney 
and prizes, including a $5,000 grand prize each for the adult inshore and 
adult offshore divisions. Items awarded for first through third place for adults 
and juveniles include lifetime fishing licenses, ice chests and tumblers.

SPECIAL SECTION - ENJOY THE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS
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All events at Freeport Municipal Park

ADMISSION IS FREE
Fishin Fiesta FireworksFishin Fiesta Fireworks
9 p.m. Saturday, July 49 p.m. Saturday, July 4

SPECIAL SECTION - ENJOY THE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS
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Gina Renee's Catering

OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ARE BACK!
CHECK OUT FACEBOOK FOR THE MENU EACH WEEK

Let us do the cooking tonight! 
Contactless meals available for pick-up

at 2 Hemlock Pl. in Angleton

Texas Girl with Cajun Flair

979-864-9675 Search "GinaReneesCatering"

Brazoria Lions plan July 5 
fireworks to Celebrate America
The Brazoria Lions Club proudly announces that the annual Celebrate 

America event will continue this year on Sunday, July 5, and will be held at 
the grounds of Barrow Elementary in Brazoria, located at Hwy. 36 and 112 
Gaines St. 

The event will start at 9 p.m. and will offer what may be Brazoria 
County’s largest fireworks show not connected to a festival. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the planned bands, vendors, food booths, rides and 
inflatables that were offered before had to be canceled this year.

Over the years, Celebrate America and the large fireworks display had 
become Brazoria’s well-received calling card, drawing people from miles 
around. The Brazoria Lions Club determined the community needed 
something to lift its spirits this year. The fireworks display will follow social 
distancing practices, and Celebrate America continues to be offered to the 
public for no charge.

So, come early, bring your lawn chairs, snacks, face masks and pick 
your perfect spot to view the fireworks show. It promises not to disappoint.

 Parking for Celebrate America will be along Hwy. 36 in local busi-
nesses’ parking lots closed for the evening and at Barrow Elementary 
School’s parking lot.

The Brazoria Lions Club has been working with sponsors to help defray 
the cost so that the event can continue with the success it has had in past 
years, but the pandemic has reduced patronage. If you would like to help 
underwrite this endeavor - the bigger the donations, the bigger and better 
the fireworks will be - you can donate any amount you choose.

 The donations go directly to the celebration. Donations may be sent 
c/o The Brazoria Lions Club, P.O. Box 1145, Brazoria, Texas 77422. For 
additional information or to help sponsor the event, contact Ken Corley at 
(979) 235-9516;

The Brazoria Lions Club meets the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month.

For more information on the Brazoria Lions Club, whose motto is “We 
Serve,” call (979) 798-4444.

What really happened on the Fourth of July, 1776?
From constitutionalfacts.com

We celebrate American Indepen-
dence Day on the Fourth of July 
every year. We think of July 4, 1776, 
as a day that represents the Decla-
ration of Independence and the birth 
of the United States of America as 
an independent nation.

But July 4, 1776 wasn’t the day 
that the Continental Congress 
decided to declare independence 
(they did that on July 2, 1776).

It wasn’t the day we started the 
American Revolution either (that 
had happened back in April 1775).

And it wasn’t the day Thomas 
Jefferson wrote the first draft of the 
Declaration of Independence (that 
was in June 1776). Or the date on 
which the Declaration was delivered 
to Great Britain (that didn’t happen 
until November 1776). Or the date 
it was signed (that was August 2, 
1776).

The Continental Congress 
approved the final wording of the 
Declaration of Independence on 
July 4, 1776. They’d been working 
on it for a couple of days after the 
draft was submitted on July 2 and 
finally agreed on all of the edits and 
changes.

July 4, 1776, became the date 
that was included on the Declara-
tion of Independence, and the fancy 
handwritten copy that was signed in 

August (the copy now displayed at 
the National Archives in Washing-
ton, D.C.) 

It’s also the date that was 
printed on the Dunlap Broadsides, 
the original printed copies of the 
Declaration that were circulated 
throughout the new nation. So when 
people thought of the Declaration of 
Independence, July 4, 1776 was the 
date they remembered. In contrast, 
we celebrate Constitution Day on 
September 17 of each year, the 
anniversary of the date the Constitu-
tion was signed, not the anniversary 

of the date it was approved. 
If we’d followed this same 

approach for the Declaration of 
Independence, we’d be celebrating 
Independence Day on August 2 of 
each year, the day the Declaration 
of Independence was signed!

Celebrations of the Fourth of July 
became more common as the years 
went on, and in 1870, almost a hun-
dred years after the Declaration was 
written, Congress first declared July 
4 to be a national holiday as part of 
a bill to officially recognize several 
holidays, including Christmas.

Fourth of July
• Three U.S. Presidents, John 

Adams, Thomas Jefferson and 
James Monroe, died on July 4th; 
Adams and Jefferson died within 
hours of each other in 1826 while 
Monroe died in 1831.

• The country’s 30th president, 
Calvin Coolidge, was born on Inde-
pendence Day in 1872.

• In July 1776, the estimated 
number of people living in the newly 
independent nation was 2.5 million.

• The oldest, continuous Indepen-
dence Day celebration in the United 
States is the 4th of July Parade in 
Bristol, Rhode Island; it began in 
1785.

• Americans consume about 155 
million hot dogs on Independence 
Day alone; it is the biggest hot dog 
holiday of the year.

• The Pennsylvania Evening Post 
was the first newspaper to print the 
Declaration of Independence.

SPECIAL SECTION - ENJOY THE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS
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COPING WITH COVID-19

Brazoria Lions Club Presents 

Celebrate America
 The Brazoria Lions Club continues the tradition 

of Celebrate America again for 2020. 
They want to offer the community a needed break 

from pandemic cabin fever.
 Due to COVID-19, we are presenting  reworks only 

   (no bands, vendors, innatables or rides).
 Free to the public.

 Limited Port-o-lets and trash cans will be provided.
 Come early, bring your own lawn chairs 
and coolers and pick your perfect spot.

 Remember to wear your mask and practice
social distancing.

 Fireworks planned promise not to disappoint.
 If you would like to help underwrite this endeavor, 

   call Lion Ken Corley at 979-235-9516.
 For more information on the Brazoria Lions Club,

call 979-798-4444.
We Serve

Sunday 
July 5, 2020 

9 p.m.

Barrow Elementary
School grounds 
112 Gaines Street, 

Brazoria

SPECIAL SECTION - ENJOY THE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS
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you’ll be forced to sit, alone, in your 
childhood bedrooms, watching 
professors drone on about American 
literature, African history and God 
knows what from God knows where.

Not exactly the college experi-
ence you were hoping for, correct? 
Raise your hand if you want to 
pledge a virtual sorority and attend 
an online keg party?

While some schools are deter-
mined to open this fall - so far, it’s 
full speed ahead for the University 
of Iowa - other schools are waver-
ing. California State University, the 
nation’s largest four-year, public uni-
versity system, announced all 23 of 
its campuses would remain empty 
for the start of the 2020 term.

On a more alarming note, Har-
vard Medical School has made the 
same decision. This fall, first-year 
students in its medical, dental and 
graduate programs will be learning 
the basics of their crafts virtually. 
Which is precisely why I’m so 
nervous.

Wouldn’t you be? Knowing your 
future heart surgeon, orthopedist or 
endodontist may have acquired his 
or her, uh, skills, via Zoom?

As I write this column, I hearken 
back to my first year at Northwest-
ern University, where I learned the 
rudimentary skills of journalism, 
including how to correctly use words 
like “hearken” and “rudimentary.” 
The adrenaline rush I felt as a class 
full of budding journalists pounded 
out story after story in hopes our 
work would be finished before our 
professor yelled, “TIME!” provided 
a taste of the deadline pressures 
I faced daily in my first newspaper 
job. When my editor screamed, 
“Schwem, I needed that copy five 
minutes ago,” from across the 
newsroom, I knew he was serious.

Were that same editor to scream 
at me from a small window on a 
computer screen, I probably would 
have clicked “mute” and kept writ-
ing, oblivious to time constraints.

Now imagine undergoing an 
operation and seeing not a team of 
medical personnel, but a lone physi-
cian staring down at you.

While trying to connect to a Zoom 
meeting.

I hope the anesthesia kicks in 
quickly, so I don’t have to hear the 
following dialogue:

“Hello everybody. Dr. Linden 

here. We are set to perform bypass 
surgery on male patient Schwem. 
I’m excited to be working with all of 
you. I just realized we all went to 
Harvard. How cool! Is everybody 
on? Nurse O’Malley?”

“I’m here.”
“Nurse, turn your phone horizon-

tally so you get a wider view of the 
patient’s heart. There you go. Is the 
surgical tech on?”

“I’m here. Hang on, let me shut 
my office door so my dog doesn’t 
interrupt.”

“Please hurry. We’ve already 
started the anesthesia. Maybe I 
should have initiated the meeting 
first. My bad.”

“Doctor, can you move closer 
to your computer’s microphone? 
I didn’t hear the last part of that 
sentence.”

“I said, ‘My bad.’”
“What? What’s bad.”
“Never mind. O.K., I’m going to 

make the first incision. Can every-
body see?”

“You need to screen share, 
Doctor.”

“Stand by. Better?”
“Much.”
“Doctor, I’m looking at the monitor 

behind you. It appears the patient’s 
heart rhythm is falling.”

“No, I just checked. It’s fine. 
Maybe you need to adjust your 
screen resolution.”

“Stand by.”
“Doctor, from what I’m seeing, it 

seems the patient is losing a large 
amount of blood.”

“I concur. But I’ve got it under 
control. We all learned about blood 
transfusions at Harvard, right? Well, 
we learned it virtually but at least we 
learned it.”

“Virtual blood transfusions. Awe-
some class!”

“Oh no, I’ve lost him.”
“Who? The patient?”
“No, the surgical tech. Can you 

ping him and get him to dial back 
in?”

“Stand by.”
(Greg Schwem is a corporate stand-up 

comedian and author of two books: “Text 
Me If You’re Breathing: Observations, Frus-
trations and Life Lessons From a Low-Tech 
Dad” and the recently released “The Road 
To Success Goes Through the Salad Bar: 
A Pile of BS From a Corporate Comedian,” 
available at Amazon.com. Visit Greg on the 
web at www.gregschwem.com.)

(C) 2020 GREG SCHWEM.

Surgery with Zoom is just not the same
(Continued from Page 1)

Cruise ships won’t start U.S. sailings at least until Sept. 15
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The trade group Cruise Lines 
International Assn. announced that 
cruises won’t restart at U.S. ports 
until at least Sept. 15. It says the 
industry needs more time to fine-
tune safety procedures to protect 
passengers and employees during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The additional time will also 

allow us to consult with the CDC 
on measures that will be appropri-
ate for the eventual resumption of 
cruise operations,” an announce-
ment said.

The CDC extended its no-sail 
order for U.S. ports until July 24. 
The order, which affects ships with 
more than 250 passengers, was 
first issued March 14. Canadian 

ports have extended their ban until 
Oct. 31.

Carnival, which had hoped to 
start some sailings in August, now 
has canceled cruises through Sept. 
30. It has dropped any sailings from 
San Francisco through 2020, and 
sailings aboard Carnival Sunrise 
through Oct. 19 and Carnival 
Legend through Oct. 30.
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Q: My friends have recently 
been stripped of their wealth and 
prestige because of bad decisions 
they’ve made. They say they feel 
completely alone in the world. 
How can I help them realize God’s 
love? - C.L.

A: Those who focus all attention 
on financial gain, business and 
social prestige - any affection on 
the wrong thing or person - often 
experience devastating loneliness 
when such things are taken away. 
Individuals can be stripped of 
worldly power and possessions 
from which they found their only 
meaning to life. In that moment, 
the Holy Spirit may cause the 
spiritual bandages to fall from their 
eyes helping them to see clearly 
for the first time their greater 
need. God is the only source of 
real power and the only enduring 
fountainhead of love and compan-
ionship.

People respond differently 
to these crises depending on 
temperament, emotional balance, 
environment and lifestyle. But 
regardless, it is a jolt in life. When 
former values have been swept 
away, when great disappointment 
has been experienced, when 
one has lost the sense of power 
through material possessions, feel-
ing alone is common.

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Only the Holy Spirit can give us peace
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

The most important thing 
anyone can do for those in despair 
is to point them to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Only the Holy Spirit can 
give us peace in the midst of 
the storms of restlessness and 
despair. Often when people come 
to the end of themselves - and 
doing life their way - are they 
ready to hear God’s Word. The 
very goodness of God leads 
people to repentance and salva-
tion from the One who owns every-
thing and possesses all power in 
Heaven and on earth. God calls 
His people to be faithful in pointing 
others to Him. This is the only way 
to eternal joy and happiness.

21 and bust
Veteran musher Lance Mack-

ey’s 21st-place finish in this year’s 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race was 
vacated after the veteran mush-
er’s drug test turned up positive 
for methamphetamine. So chalk 
up another triumph for the sport’s 
investigative initiative, Operation 
Yellow Snow.

For heaven’s sake
Orion Peters, Washington State’s 

first football commit for 2021, is 
rated a three-star receiver by 
247Sports. But given his first name, 
shouldn’t it be seven stars?

Never mind
Emmanuel Clase, the Indians’ 

100-mph fireballer, earned himself 
an 80-game suspension after he 
tested positive for PEDs. Cleveland 
immediately canceled its order for 
asbestos catcher’s mitts.

NFL 42, Geography 0
Even more amazing than Don 

Shula’s 347 NFL coaching wins, 
two Super Bowl titles and the only 
unbeaten season in league history: 
He won his first division title in 1964 
with the Baltimore Colts.

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Hey, 49ers, did you remember 
to check under the couch 

cushions, too?
Broc Rutter, the QB from North 

Carolina Central, got only a $279 
signing bonus from San Francisco 
because that’s all the Niners had left 
after depleting their bonus pool for 
undrafted rookies.

Gotta be the shoes
Spotted in Lady Gaga’s bizarre 

shoe collection: a pair of high heels 
with toes made from horses’ hooves.

On the downside, though, her feet 
tend to get sore after 6 1/2 furlongs.

Going viral
How soon before we see these 

odds listed among the tiny type in 
the sports section: “Sept 10: COVID 
(-19) vs. NFL opener.”

This spells trouble
A card-carrying member of the 

Headline Writers Guild of America 
woke up in a cold sweat the other 
day. Apparently the nightmare 
was that Bucks superstar Giannis 
Antetokounmpo and longtime love 
interest Mariah Riddlesprigger finally 

tied the knot — and decided to 
hyphenate.

Their lips are unsealed
More than a dozen Minnesota 

Wild players broke the coronavi-
rus-lockdown monotony by lip-sync-
ing a “Born To Be Wild” video. So 
what’s next — Gaylord Perry’s take 
on the theme from “Grease”?

Avert your eyes
Brace yourself, baseball fans, for 

the specter of even more scratching 
and cup-adjusting when the game 
returns if spitting — as expected — 
is outlawed.

Attention, Mel Kiper
NAIA schools can now add wom-

en’s flag football as a varsity sport, 
with the first competitive season to 
be staged next spring, in conjunction 
with the NFL. Just what this sports-
starved country needs — another 
letter-of-intent day and endless lists 
of three-, four- and five-star recruits!

Fly season already?
Sure sign we’ve been in lockdown 

too long: ESPN.com just posted a 
tease for a video titled “Tim Kurk-
jian Baseball Fix: The history of the 
sacrifice fly is fascinating.”

Church of Christ • 306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486
Services:

Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175 • http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

Every year on the Gulf coast, local and state officials preach the “gospel of preparedness,” telling us to 
stock up on supplies, have an evacuation plan, and be ready to leave the area when ordered to do so. They 
remind us of the devastation of past storms like the 1900 storm, Carla (1961), Alicia (1983), and most re-
cently, Harvey (2017). Yet, many people ignore the clear warnings to their own peril.

This should not surprise us, because people have been ignoring the Bible’s warnings of divine Judgment 
for their whole lives. The Bible warns us to prepare for coming judgment. The Hebrew writer said that it is 
appointed for all men to die and then face the judgment (Hebrews 9:27).  Paul told the people of Athens that 
Jesus will someday judge the world in righteousness (Acts 17:31). When that day comes we will all stand 
before the judgment seat of Jesus and give an answer for the things that we have done in the body, whether 
good or bad (2 Corinthians 5:10).  

We do not know when the judgment day will come, but we know it will come. It has been appointed by 
God, and the judgment will come just as surely as the flood of Noah’s day came because God promised it 
(2 Peter 3:1-7). It is just as certain that many people will not be prepared even though they have Bibles and 
read them. They know the certainty with which the judgment day is promised by God, but when it comes 
they will be like the foolish virgins who did not take enough oil for their lamps (Matthew 25:1-13). These 
people will not have prepared their lives by obeying the gospel of Christ. And, like the virgins, they will hear 
the Lord say: “Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you” (vs. 12).

Dear readers, the judgment day is coming. It will be a far more momentous day than the landfall of a hur-
ricane. Get ready now, obey the gospel, be baptized for the remission of your sins (Acts 2:38), and then serve 
God faithfully. When the day of judgment comes all the water and bags of ice in the world won’t help you.

Are You Getting Ready?
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change
Wednesday, July 1: Oven-fried 

chicken, cheese potatoes, green 
beans, carrots, tossed salad, garlic 
toast, dessert.

Thursday, July 2: BBQ Sausage, 
corn casserole, pinto beans, cheese 
broccoli, watermelon, cornbread, 
cherry cobbler.

Friday, July 4: CLOSED. Happy 
Fourth of July!

Monday, July 6: Spaghetti with 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

meat sauce, carrots, peas, pears 
& cottage cheese, garlic sticks, 
dessert.

Tuesday, July 7: HAPPY BIRTH-
DAY Celebration: Baked chicken, 
dressing/gravy, green beans, 
creamed potatoes, carrot & raisin 
salad, rolls, birthday cake.

Meals on wheels available - call before 
9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals avail-
able - call before 8 a.m. Take-out meals - 
call by 10:30 a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m.
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to find a rainbow without seeing a 
little rain first. A few bumps may 
lessen your confidence in the 
beginning of the week, but your 
optimism will quickly return. You 
might prefer to think through a strat-
egy by yourself.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Turn obstacles and dropped balls 
into learning opportunities. Take a 
few ideas that have been floating 
around in your head and put them 
into motion this week. You and a 
partner can draw up viable plans 
and find practical solutions.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Some of your fantasies might come 
true, but there is a reason they’re 
fantasies. Try not to make irrevoca-
ble decisions or major purchases 
unless they make good sense. You 
must be perceptive enough to read 
the writing on the wall.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Your ideas may be too big to handle 
alone. You could get a project 
off the ground if there’s a good 
supporting cast to help you in the 
upcoming week. If you don’t have 
all the answers, at least you know 
how to get them.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Your 
innocent flirtations may just be a 
habit or a way of passing time for 
you, but someone may take it seri-
ously. In the week to come, think of 
every meeting as a chance to show 
that you are sincere and real.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
It’s the first day of summer, and 
your fancy may turn to thoughts of 
business affairs and money-making 
activities rather than love. Tackle 
practical subjects like your bank 
balance as the week begins.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Play 
life like a game of chess. Some-
times it is necessary to sacrifice 
something unimportant in order 
to win the game. In the upcoming 
week, you can put your brainpower 
to work and upgrade your financial 
status.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
There is a New Moon in your sign, 
and although you cannot see it, you 
might feel it as the upcoming week 
unfolds. You may feel better able to 
express yourself once you accept 
your strengths as well as your 
limitations.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): It is hard 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You have the hammer and 
someone else has the nails. In the 
week to come, you and a partner 
can work together to achieve your 
dreams. Your powerful enthusiasm 
can be the driving force behind 
intricate plans.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): The first day of summer can 
light up your life. Not only is the day 
longer but your patience can last 
longer, too. As the week unwinds, 
you may grow closer and more 
comfortable with a partner or spe-
cial someone.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
The difference between failure and 
success could depend on whether 
you phone it in or do your best. 
Remember in the week ahead that 
a task done correctly the first time 
will not need to be done again.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In 
the upcoming week, you might be 
tempted to spend time on frivolous 
things that could rattle your bank 
account. Put creative energy to 
good use by focusing on a new 
artistic project or educational expe-
rience.

June 30
1934 - Adolf Hitler purged the 

Nazi Party by destroying the SA 
and bringing to power the SS in the 
“Night of the Long Knives.”

1936 - Margaret Mitchell’s book, 
“Gone with the Wind,” was pub-
lished.

1950 - U.S. President Harry 
Truman ordered U.S. troops into 
Korea and authorizes the draft.

July 1
1863 - During the U.S. Civil War, 

the first day’s fighting at Gettysburg 
began.

1874 - The Philadelphia Zoolog-
ical Society zoo opened as the first 
zoo in the United States.

1893 - The first bicycle race track 
in America to be made out of wood 
was opened in San Francisco, CA.

1946 - The U.S. exploded a 
20-kiloton atomic bomb near Bikini 
Atoll in the Pacific Ocean.

July 2
1776 - Richard Henry Lee’s 

resolution that the American 

colonies “are, and of right ought to 
be, free and independent States” 
was adopted by the Continental 
Congress.

1937 - American aviation pioneer 
Amelia Earhart disappeared in the 
Central Pacific during an attempt to 
fly around the world at the equator.

July 3
1775 - U.S. Gen. George Wash-

ington took command of the Conti-
nental Army at Cambridge, MA.

1912 - Rube Marquard of the 
New York Giants set a baseball 
pitching record when earned his 
19th consecutive win.

1939 - Chic Young’s comic strip 
character, “Blondie” was first heard 
on CBS radio.

July 4
1776 - The amended Declara-

tion of Independence, prepared by 
Thomas Jefferson, was approved 
and signed by John Hancock, the 
President of the Continental Con-
gress in America.

1848 - In Washington, D.C., the 

cornerstone for the Washington 
Monument was laid.

1855 - The first edition of “Leaves 
of Grass,” by Walt Whitman, was 
published in Brooklyn, N.Y.

July 5
1892 - Andrew Beard was issued 

a patent for the rotary engine.
1943 - The battle of Kursk began 

as German tanks attack the Soviet 
salient. It was the largest tank battle 
in history.

July 6
1923 - The Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics was established.
1932 - The postage rate for first 

class mail in the U.S. went from 
2-cents to 3-cents.

1933 - The first All-Star baseball 
game was held in Chicago. The 
American League beat the National 
League 4-2.

1997 - The Mars Pathfinder 
released Sojourner, a robot rover on 
the surface of Mars. The spacecraft 
landed on the red planet on July 
4th.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

Jumbles: YOUTH  TULIP  CHOPPY  STRAND
Answer: When the owls made their plans, they were - IN CAHOOTS



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    June 30, 2020   THE BULLETIN  Page 19
Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Poets
6 Ocean breaker
10 Former Iranian ruler
14 From another planet
15 Golfer’s club selection
16 Golfer’s target
17 What the star gets on a marquee
19 Express checkout lane unit
20 “__ Haw”

21 Contemptuous manner, in slang
22 “Pet” annoyance
23 Dejected
26 Wrap tightly, as in bandages
30 Poker holding
31 Charged atoms
32 Madame of physics
34 Guy’s partner
37 Level of optimal accomplishment
41 Bygone jet, briefly

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
TIN  LEAD  ZINC  IRON  GOLD  COPPER  SODIUM  PLATINUM

42 Act with passion
43 Caution
44 Song at the Met
45 Like most peanuts
47 Meeting of world leaders
52 Name on rented trailers
53 Lane with a nose for news
54 Pasta suffix
57 Dirt road grooves
58 Honorable ... and like the starts 
of 17-, 23-, 37- and 47-Across
61 Emancipated
62 Pigmented eye layer
63 Watchdog warning
64 Part of NIMBY
65 Swiss capital
66 Foul, weather-wise

DOWN
1 It’s drawn in a tub
2 Natural skin soother
3 Unlike green tomatoes
4 Star of the ball
5 Tattletale
6 Witty Oscar
7 Astrological Ram
8 Maria __ Trapp
9 Subj. with grammar
10 Handheld riot gear
11 Marriott facility
12 Advil competitor
13 Macho guys
18 Tempt
22 “The Hunger Games” nation
24 Severe pang
25 Carnival
26 Drinks that make a drink last
27 Troubles
28 Vet sch. course
29 Disdainful click
32 Zagreb native
33 N.Y.-based educators’ union
34 Insect in a dusk swarm
35 Realtor’s lot unit
36 Allow to borrow
38 Danger
39 Give out
40 Tapered tool
44 Tickled
45 Less than 1%?
46 Give, as homework
47 Like the beach during a storm
48 “Star Trek” lieutenant
49 Alma __
50 Rags-to-riches author Horatio
51 Lindsay who played Liz in “Liz & 
Dick”
54 Wedding promises
55 Mature eft
56 Relaxed way to sit by
58 O’Hare, for United Airlines
59 “__ been thinking ... “
60 Org. promoting hunter safety
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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