
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

As a wordsmith I like to think I do 
a tolerable, sometimes good, job 

of choosing the 
best words to 
convey what-
ever I’m writing, 
be it fiction or 
nonfiction.  But 
whatever skill 
I have when it 
comes to pick-
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Fireworks in 
backyards

Fishing is not the only item on 
the agenda at the 71st annual 
Fishin’ Fiesta in Freeport on July 
4-8. There are many fun things 
to do for the whole family. Turn to 
the special pages inside this issue 
for details and events schedule.

(Continued on Page 15)

Kemah, Galveston and Houston 
are all close to Brazoria County 
and also offer Fourth of July 
fireworks.

Kemah/Kemah Boardwalk 
has its “Star-bangled fireworks” 
Wednesday, July 4, at 9:30 p.m. 
Fireworks will be launched over 
Galveston Bay while accompa-
nied by live patriotic music.

Kemah also is continuing its 
“Fireworks Fridays” every Friday 

night through July at 9:30 p.m. 
Different nights feature music from 
different movies. July 6 features Star 
Wars music, and July 13 will focus 
on tunes from Grease.

It’s free to view the fireworks, but 
there are charges for parking at the 
boardwalk.

Galveston will have a free 
patriotic parade featuring military 
vehicles, floats and performances 
along the seawall at 7:30 p.m. It is 

organized by the Galveston Marine 
Corps League. The parade will 
start at 59th street and proceed to 
25th St. Rain date will be Thurs-
day, July 5, if necessary.

There will be fireworks shot off 
for 20 minutes over the Gulf at 9:
15 p.m. on July 4, and this is also 
open to the public and free.

Galveston is hosting free 
fireworks on Sunday evenings 

(Continued on Page 15)

Marvel Universe 
Live ticket winners

We have picked our winners for 
the Marvel Universe Live tickets. 

We originally said we were giving 
away tickets to three winners, but 
we are able to give tickets away to 
five winners. Congratulations to our 
winners: 

Janet Dickerson of Freeport
Daniel Charles of Lake Jackson
Joshua Cruz of Angleton
Ashley Vogel of Brazoria
Rosalinda Reyes of Freeport. 
Each of the winners will receive 4 

tickets ($120 value) to this new live 
show at NRG Stadium happening 
July 12-22.

For this contest, we gave away 
more than $600 of tickets. The 
Schlitterbahn contest netted $1,000 
worth of tickets to Bulletin readers 
who won that contest. Thank you to 
everyone who enters our contests. 
We appreciate your readership. 

Continue to keep reading The 
Bulletin to enter to win tickets to 
different events all year, and for the 
great features, columns and com-
munity news weekly.

HS ag class no help when it comes to cantaloupes
ing good words, every year about 
this time I have to face the sad fact 
that I don’t know the first thing about 
how to pick a cantaloupe.

And you would think I would.  
After all, I took three years of voca-
tional agriculture in high school and 
was an officer in the Future Farm-
ers of America. I was, in fact, the 
secretary of our small chapter and I 
still recall that during our meetings I 
was supposed to stand by a cross-
section of an ear of corn.  A few 

critics of my books would probably 
suggest that corn should still be my 
symbol, but we’ll leave that alone.

I was expected to raise some-
thing during one of those years in 
FFA, like a calf or a hog.  Or at least 
a chicken.  But my father, who had 
grown up on a farm along about the 
time of World War I, had obviously 
had enough of agriculture and, 
other than the fact that we kept 
chickens in my early childhood until 

(Continued on Page 6)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

On July 4, 1994, The Bulletin pub-
lished its first edition. It was a test 
to see if an alternative weekly could 

thrive in Brazoria 
County.

We decided to 
take a chance on 
the notion that a 
free weekly that 
is not reliant on 
classified adver-
tising would do 
well throughout 

the county by publishing information 
that is interesting, informative and 
sometimes critical.

That was 24 years ago. This issue 

RAMBLINGS

Fourth of July celebrations around Brazoria County

Nearby Fourth of July happenings

By Sharon Toth
Bulletin Publisher

Families looking for fun on 
Independence Day or wanting to 
top off their Fourth weekend with 
a fireworks display have several 
choices in the area to celebrate 
our nation’s freedom.

The Freeport Lions Club will 
host fireworks on Saturday, July 
7, for 20 minutes at 9 p.m. at 
Freeport Municipal Park as part of 
its 71st annual Fishin’ Fiesta. Live 
bands, Grupo Vizion, Hometown 

Boys and Jaime y Los Chamacos, 
also will be performing that night. 
Admission is free, but food and drink 
should be purchased from park 
vendors because no outside food or 
drink will be allowed. 

The Fishin’ Fiesta’s carnival will 
be operating Thursday, July 5, and 
Friday, July 6, from 5 p.m. to mid-
night both nights. On Saturday, July 
7, the carnival will open at 11 a.m. 
and continue to midnight. Carnival 
tickets or wristbands can be bought 
at the park.

See The Bulletin’s Fishin’ Fiesta 
special pages inside this week’s 
paper for more information about 
the entertainment lineup and 
tournament schedule.

Lake Jackson will offer events 
from morning through evening on 
Wednesday, July 4, starting with 
the 44th Annual Dow Firecracker 4 
at 7:30 a.m. at Dunbar Park.

 The race starts at 198 
Anchusa, and participants can 
choose to run four miles or walk 

July 14

Approved by all 
Texas courts

Shortest class 
allowed by law

Always entertaining!
Always educational!

Call today to make a reservation!

2400 W. Mulberry (Hwy. 35 & 288)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

      ACE IN THE HOLE
Q. Some diamonds may be “a 

girl’s best friend,” but there are other 
kinds of “diamonds.” Can you name 
a few?

A. Diamonds, a particular form 
of carbon, are the hardest material 
we know of, typically formed under 
extremes of pressure and tempera-
ture deep in Earth’s mantle, reports 
Gemma Tarlach in “Discover” maga-
zine. Actually, only a small fraction 
of diamonds are cut for jewelry.  
Naturally transparent, any hint of 
color indicates some imperfection:  
A trace of nitrogen atoms can make 
the rock appear yellow or brown; a 
few boron atoms create a blue color, 
shimmering as in the famous Hope 
Diamond.

Yet, most diamonds end up in 
an industrial setting. In 1955, labs 
at General Electric created dia-
monds from carbon-based graphite, 
mimicking Nature in subjecting it to 
extremes of pressure and tempera-
ture. Now, synthetic diamonds are 
routinely used in industrial settings 
for drilling and grinding.

Finally, of course, diamonds 
appear on playing cards. Likely 
invented in China more than a mil-
lennium ago, the cards apparently 
spread along trade routes, first to 

Egypt and then to Europe by the 
14th century.  Initially, European 
merchants kept the original four 
suits of swords, wands, cups and 
coins, but by the late 1400s, the 
French had developed the ones we 
know today. True to form, diamonds 
still represent the merchant class 
and wealth acquisition. 

       SMELLY TOPIC
Q. We have many words for 

colors (red, green, …) but few for 
odors (musty, sweet, …).  We name 
colors with ease but often struggle 
with odors and resort to analogy 
(smells like banana, chocolate, …).  
Why the asymmetry?

A. “Olfaction has long been 
considered the least significant of 
the human senses,” say Asifa Majid 
et al. in “Current Biology.”  “Biologi-
cal anthropologists have suggested 
that vision supplanted olfaction as 
humans became upright.” During 
the evolution of stereoscopic color 
vision, genetic trade-offs between 
the senses of sight and smell left us 
sight-rich and smell-poor.  

But recent studies of hunter-
gatherers challenge this tidy theory.  
Majid and team tested several 
different hunter-gatherer communi-
ties and found that they name both 
colors and odors with equal ease.  
Farming cultures -- even ones with 

a language closely related to their 
hunter-gatherer neighbors -- dra-
matically favor sight over smell. 
Conclude the researchers, “… life-
style and subsistence are important 
determinants in the ineffability of 
odors, and explanations of human 
olfactory abilities must include a 
cultural dimension.”

ANTS AND HUMANS ALIKE
Q.  What remarkable act do lowly 

Matabele ants - alone among non-
human animals — share with Homo 
sapiens?

A.  “Nurse” ants actually treat 
their comrades’ injuries, licking the 
lacerations of the fallen and helping 
them survive, reports Jasmin Fox-
Skelly in “New Scientist” magazine.  
On a daily basis, soldier ants hunt 
termites, dragging them from their 
nests and carrying them back home.  
But not without a fight.  The termites’ 
powerful jaws can inflict lethal bites, 
and ants often lose limbs. Yet by 
releasing a pheromone, they prompt 
other ants to carry them to safety.  
When researcher Erik Frank and 
colleagues at the University of Laus-
anne in Switzerland filmed this nest 
activity, they found that nurse ants 
spend several minutes licking their 
comrades’ wounds, 90% of which 
survived.  Without such care, 80% 
of those that had lost limbs were 
dead within a few hours (“Proceed-
ings of the Royal Society B”).  The 
treated ants, even those missing a 
leg or two, went on to run again at 
normal speeds.

Which leads to another interest-
ing point:  It’s unlikely that the ants 
felt compassion but rather wanted to 
keep their numbers up, says Frank: 
“The rescuers were selective in who 
they picked up. They didn’t want to 
help heavily injured ants that had 
lost five legs.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

DID YOU KNOW?
• The Declaration of Indepen-

dence was signed by 56 men from 
13 colonies.

• The average age of the Signers  
was 45. The youngest was Thomas 
Lynch, Jr (27) of South Carolina.  
The oldest delegate was Benjamin 
Franklin (70) of Pennsylvania. The 
lead author, Thomas Jefferson, was 
33.
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Fourth of July sparks memories of backyard fireworks
By Danny Tyree
Special to The Bulletin

I’m looking forward to another 
professionally orchestrated 
fireworks display at our municipal 
recreation center this Independence 
Day, but nothing can quite match 
my childhood memories of backyard 
fireworks extravaganzas with barely 
any adult supervision.

For a too-brief span of years, a 
cherished summertime tradition 
was a visit by Lew and Bob, my two 
oldest cousins on my mother’s side 
of the family. Fireworks sales were 
very restricted in their part of Penn-
sylvania, so they went hog wild and 
pig crazy with pyrotechnics when 
visiting Tennessee.

Lew had two young children to 
impress, and Bob was still a care-
free bachelor, so they splurged on 
all sorts of things that went “boom.” 
I think my favorite was trademarked 
as “Mortgage Payment? Who 
Needs A Mortgage Payment?” or 
something like that.

Yes, the displays were danger-
ous; but I wouldn’t take a million 
dollars for those rough-and-tumble 
days when we weren’t so molly-
coddled by helicopter parents. That 
was a golden age when we could 
bounce out of the back of a pickup 
truck without any lasting conse-
quences.

Mind you, it wasn’t all just fun for 

fun’s sake. When we were out of 
school for the summer, the fireworks 
were a red-white-and-blue patriotic 
way to keep from forgetting our 
civics lessons. 

Don’t get me wrong. I do not 
come here to second-guess or 
condemn civic leaders who try to 
impose common sense restrictions 
on fireworks.

Loud fireworks can be distressing 
for pets. There are drought condi-
tions that exploit stray fireworks. 
There are concerns about possible 
damage to utility lines. There are 
neighbors whose sleep patterns 
may not mesh well with revel-
ers. And ... well, there are lots of 
reasons.

I’m sure there are carbon-foot-
print-conscious crusaders who 
gnash their teeth at the smoke bil-
lowing from bottle rockets, but they 
should leave well enough alone. 
Or they just might provoke some-
one into developing a pyrotechnic 
dubbed Flatulent Cow.

In trying to research this column, 
I found a crazy quilt of regulations 
across the country. Not only is 
there a nationwide ban on certain 
high-powered explosives (you know 
the slogan: “I can’t believe it’s not a 
mailbox any longer”), but states and 
municipalities have all sorts of capri-
cious distinctions about dates and 
hours and “consumer fireworks” and 

“novelty items” and the like. 
A few communities have loos-

ened fireworks restrictions, but there 
are many other pressing issues to 
keep large-scale deregulation from 
being a priority.

Alas, cousin Lew passed away 
a decade ago. Bob lost a long 
battle with kidney disease in May. 
But I’ll always remember them as 
overgrown kids. And hope that they 
didn’t get busted smuggling bootleg 
Hammer of Thunder in their halos.

Copyright 2018 Danny Tyree. 
Danny welcomes email responses 
at tyreetyrades@aol.com and visits 
to his Facebook fan page “Tyree’s 
Tyrades.” 

Dangerous game
Before your family celebrates, 

make sure everyone knows about 
fireworks safety. If not handled prop-
erly, fireworks can cause burn and 
eye injuries in kids and adults. Kids 
should never play with fireworks 
without adult supervision and taking 
proper precautions.

Neighborhood and backyard 
fireworks displays cause some of 
the most devastating injuries. 

An average of 230 people per day 
receive firework-related injuries. In 
2013, there were eight deaths and 
more than 11,000 injuries around 
the holiday.
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marks the beginning of our 25th 
year of publication.

At first, we had to decide some 
important things, like who was 
going to be the publisher, me or 
Sharon Toth, my wife and the 
mother of our three children. We 
decided that we would both be 
publishers, which merely means 
that we would do whatever it takes 
to get the paper out each week. 

With our journalism, market-
ing and newspaper production 
backgrounds, we jumped into the 
county’s weekly newspaper busi-
ness, and never looked back.

It has been an incredible experi-
ence for 24 years. We made our 
share of mistakes, but none really 
big enough that would have finan-
cially threatened the paper. 

We are adamant about spell-
ing and grammar. We double and 
triple check all the copy. And still a 
few mistakes slip through. That’s 
just the nature of the business. No 
matter how much you edit a page, 
something may be overlooked. 

We have changed the focus of 
the paper several times through-
out the decades to conform with 
the changes in the community. 
We have focused on a specific 

niche of readers, ones we thought 
would be a good fit for us and our 
advertisers.

One of my editors when I was 
still working for a daily paper told 
me that she had tried publishing 
a weekly, and it was the hardest 
thing she ever did.  After putting 
out the first few issues, I agreed. 

But it got easier. We learned a 
lot, and we learned it very quickly. 
We were innovative, frugal, mul-
titasking and energetic. In other 
words, we did everything we could 
fit into 24 hours to get the next 
paper published at a profit.

Digital publishing has made pro-

duction a lot easier. We switched 
to a totally digital production 
process in 2000.

We were also the first publica-
tion in Brazoria County to go on 
the Internet. We started posting 
our paper weekly in a very basic 
format, but we were there while 
everyone else was still just plan-
ning to be there.

We also posted live election 
updates in 1996. It helps that one 
of the paper’s publishers is a big 
electronics geek who has never 
been able to resist the newest, 
affordable and most sensible 
technology when it comes to 
publishing.

I can honestly tell you, dear 
readers, that not a single day 
during these 24 years has been 
bad or regrettable. They have all 
been enjoyable.

We are doing exactly what we 
want. We got into this business to 
make a difference and have a lot 
of fun and satisfaction. We have 
achieved them all. It has been a 
labor of love.

When will it end? We are still 
pretty young, so not for a while. 
And chances are that The Bul-
letin will continue after we retire, 
whenever that may be. It won’t be 
soon.

Thank you, dear readers, for 
making this dream possible. With-
out you, there is no advertising 
and no paper. I hope you have 
enjoyed our 24 years of publish-
ing The Bulletin, and you pick up 
a copy each week for many more 
years to come.

We appreciate your loyalty, and 
we hope we can continue to earn 
it for a very long time to come.

The Bulletin starts 25th year of publishing; thanks to readers, advertisers for support
(Continued from Page 1)
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

The Ten Commandments are still valid today
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I’ve always heard about 
the Ten Commandments, but 
where can I find them? Are they 
in the Bible? I’m embarrassed 
to ask this, but I didn’t grow up 
in a religious family and I don’t 
know anything at all about the 
Bible or God, although I’d like 
to. - J.H.H.

A: Don’t be embarrassed; I’m 
thankful you want to learn about 
the Bible and about God, because 
nothing could be more important. 
Jesus’ promise was meant for 
people just like you: “Ask and it 
will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will 
be opened to you” (Luke 11:9).

The Ten Commandments are 
found in two places in the Bible: 
Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5. 
(The Bible is actually a “library” 
of books - some long, some short 
- written under God’s guidance 

over hundreds of years. You’ll find 
the books of Exodus and Deu-
teronomy near the beginning of 
the Bible, in what we call the Old 
Testament.) The Ten Command-
ments were given so God’s people 
would know how He wanted them 
to live, and they’re still valid. 

But the Ten Commandments not 
only tell us how we ought to live; 
they also remind us how far we 
fall short. No one has ever kept 
them perfectly, and no one ever 
will. We are selfish and sinful, and 
no matter how hard we try, we 
can never measure up to God’s 
standard, which is perfection.

This is why we need Christ, 
because He came from heaven for 
one reason: to make it possible for 
us to be reconciled to God. Begin 
your journey of faith today by 
asking Jesus Christ to come into 
your life, and He will. Then make 
it your goal to grow closer to Him 
every day.

Tribune Media Services 

a tornado destroyed the hen house 
and all its occupants, by the time I 
was in high school he didn’t want 
any livestock on the place.  Which 
was fine with me.

I did learn to lay a pitifully poor 
excuse of a bead with a welding 
torch and how to perform a few 
simple maintenance jobs on a 
tractor in ag class. Neither skill has 
proven very useful over the years 
but I guess now that I’m retired and 
on a fixed income I could add those 

to my resume in case I need a part-
time job.  Which would work fine 
until somebody actually asked me to 
weld something or fix a tractor; then 
I’ll be sent home.

I’m pretty sure vocational agri-
culture wasn’t an elective course 
for boys at Oakwood High School 
in those days, any more than 
homemaking was for girls. In the 
high school where I used to teach 
I liked to see homemaking classes 
with some  boys in them and girls in 
the hallway in their blue denim FFA 

jackets. But I wonder what Mr. Lee 
Bing and Mrs. Gladys Moore, the 
agriculture and homemaking teach-
ers at Oakwood back then, would 
think about it.

Even if Agriculture had been 
an elective, I would have  elected 
to take it anyway since all of my 
friends did. Thinking back, I don’t 
think I ever chose any of my 
courses in high school.  We all were 
given our schedules of classes and 
we all went to them. The school was 
so small that I was with every one 
of the other members of my class 
(there were only about a dozen 
of us in any given year) for every 
period of the day, except when the 
boys went to the ag. shop and the 
girls to the homemaking room.

Anyway, I’m glad I took that 
course and that I was in the FFA.  I 
liked Mr. Bing very much; he’s one 
of my teachers that made me want 
to become one. He was named 
superintendent of the Oakwood 
schools a few years after I gradu-
ated, moving into the office that 
my father sat in for almost half a 
century.

Back when I was in his high 
school, somedays our entire agri-
culture class would load up in the 
back of Mr. Bing’s pickup and he’d 
drive a few miles out of town to the 
pasture where he kept his cows.  
Some days we’d learn how to do a 

specific thing, like vaccinating, or 
branding, or more … um … intimate 
procedures. Some days we’d sit and 
look at a pretty blue sky and watch 
a hawk float around and Mr. Bing 
would teach our day’s lesson there, 
in a finer classroom than any ever 
built.

I only wish he’d taught me how to 
select a ripe, sweet cantaloupe.

I’ve watched other shoppers 
squeeze them, prod them, thump 
them, and smell their navels (the 
cantaloupe’s, not the shopper’s).  
I’ve done all those things, too, and 
have usually come home with a 
melon not worth having.

What prompted all of this was, of 
course, a recent trip to the super-
market. There, in the produce sec-
tion, was one of those little sample 
trays full of cubed cantaloupe.  I 
thrust a toothpick in and lifted a 
piece of succulent, juicy, sweet-as-

honey melon to my lips; it tasted so 
good I ate a couple more.  Which 
is against the rules, I suppose, 
but after all the tasteless orbs I’ve 
brought home I figured they owned 
me a few extra pieces.

I chose a melon from that display 
and when I got it home and sliced 
into it, it was – no surprise here 
– hard and tasteless.

 I might as well have bitten into a 
section of fiberboard.

Oh, Mr. Bing, why didn’t you 
teach me the secret?

 It would have come in much 
handier than adjusting a carburetor 
on a tractor.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

HS ag class no help when it comes to cantaloupes

BACH to feature Dr. Temple Grandin at Luncheon
BACH invites the public to its newest fundraiser “The Premier Luncheon,” 

set for Wednesday, Sept. 19.
The luncheon will feature guest speaker Dr. 

Temple Grandin, autism self-advocate, author, 
inventor, professor and animal scientist.

The event will be at 11 a.m. at the Dow 
Academic Center at Brazosport College, 500 
College Drive in Lake Jackson.

For ticket information, or to sponsor a table, 
go to bacheci.org. 

For more information, contact Patty Swords at (979) 849-2447 or email 
pswords@bacheci.org.
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S.F.A. Community Health Network gets gas generators
Stephen F. Austin Commu-

nity Health Network, dba Com-
munity Health Network (CHN) 
has received a a $70,613 grant 
award from the Direct Relief Hur-
ricane Community Health Fund 
to purchase three natural gas 
generators to ensure the long-term 
viability of the Center’s immuniza-
tions and Class D pharmaceuticals 
in preparing for future disaster 
related planning and hurricane 
preparedness. 

The award funds two genera-
tors for the Adoue Family Health 
Center in Alvin; and a generator 
for CHN’s Freeport Community 
Health Center in Freeport.

“With storms becoming more 
powerful and destructive, com-
munity health centers in Texas 
and other coastal states are the 
healthcare safety net (provider) 
helping prevent natural disasters 
from becoming health crises,” said 
Damon Taugher, Director of U.S. 
Programs for Direct Relief. “These 
generators will help to ensure 
that CHN will remain strong and 
resilient as we head back into hur-

ricane season.”
 CHN greatly appreciates Direct 

Relief for the generous award 
which will safeguard the Center’s 
supplies and medication; and 
enable CHN to continue to provide 
healthcare services to patients in 
need of medical assistance during 
future natural disasters. 

Community Health Network is a 
Federally Qualified Health Center 
located in Brazoria and Galveston 

Counties offering high quality, 
integrated medical, dental and 
behavioral health care services 
for individuals with private insur-
ance, Medicaid, Medicare and the 
uninsured. CHN’s main locations 
are found in Alvin, Freeport, 
Pearland and League City, Texas.  
The mission of Community Health 
Network is to make quality health 
care accessible to all people 
regardless of their ability to pay. 
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John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 

information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. on 

Tuesday.
Our 25th year of publishing!

ON THE OTHER HAND, SHE REALLY SEEMS TO LIKE ME: 
A man in Paradise Valley, Ariz., took a woman on one date, and did not 
ask her out again. In response, she relentlessly harassed him, sending 
him 65,000 disturbing text messages, parking outside his home, threaten-
ing to kill him, and breaking into his residence when he was out of the 
country. He called the cops when he saw her there while checking his 
home surveillance video.

ARE YOU SURE YOU’RE NOT MISTAKEN, SIR? A man stole 
a front-end loader and used it to ram trailers and vehicles in a parking lot 
in Gulfport, Miss., because “he thought it was the end of the world and 
zombies were chasing him.”

I THOUGHT THEY LIKED PORRIDGE: A woman left two dozen 
cupcakes in her SUV parked in the White Meadow Lake region of New 
Jersey, and a large black bear came along and smashed a window to 
have himself a feast. “He ate every single one,” she said.

TURNS OUT, SHE’S NOT PLAYING: A male student at a high 
school in Memphis said he was “just playing” when he pulled up a female 
student’s dress. She responded by stabbing him with a pair of scissors.

OF COURSE IT’S MINE, WHY DO YOU ASK? A man who had 
been convicted of shoplifting four times stole a 55-inch Samsung televi-
sion set at the Walmart in Columbus, Ohio. He was later seen punching 
a tree. After medics treated his hand, he walked to the nearby police 
precinct, where he asked officers to take him and the TV to his house less 
than a block away. After routine questioning, they arrested him.

JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT THINGS COULDN’T GET 
WORSE … : Two men made a bet on how far their vehicle could go into 
the water at a Lake Havasu beach in western Arizona and still drive. Not 
too far, it turns out. Then, when a sheriff’s deputy came to the scene to 
arrange for the half-submerged vehicle to be towed, he determined that 
one of the men had a warrant out for his arrest.

OH, NEVER MIND: A woman jumped up on a counter and went on 
social media to plead for help when a large lizard wandered into her office 
at a storage facility in Sanger, Calif. No one else was there, and she was 
afraid that it would rush at her. The lizard left about 15 minutes later.

NOW THAT YOU MENTION IT, I’VE NEVER ACTUALLY MET 
HIM: A facilities director at a university in Texas has been accused of log-
ging in for full 8-hour days at work while galavanting around Las Vegas. 
He continued answering messages as if he was on the job, and got away 
with it for more than a year.

JUST TRYING TO BE NEIGHBORLY: A man who had already 
been arrested once for riding his lawnmower while drunk, got drunk again 
and attempted to mow a stranger’s lawn in Franklin, Ind. He drove off 
when the homeowner confronted him, and was arrested shortly afterward.

Lake Jackson Real Estate Broker Ryan 
Birdsong was honored in the Houston Busi-
ness Journal as a top 2018 Realtor.

The journal recognizes Residential Real 
Estate Awards in the Houston area, and Bird-
song ranked #8 in transactions, listing and 
selling 112 sides worth $27.33 million.

Birdsong Real Estate was founded 25 
years ago by Ryan’s father, Ed Birdsong. Ed 
sold the business to TDECU in May 2011. 
Ryan bought the business back from TDECU 
in March 2017.

Birdsong wins Houston real estate award Ways to stay safe while enjoying state parks this summer
AUSTIN— With temperatures 

soaring into the triple-digits, it’s 
important to make sure you have 
the essentials before hitting the 
trails at a Texas State Park.

Experts from the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department are sharing 
their top five heat hacks for staying 
safe on the trails during the summer 
months.

Here are the top five hacks rec-
ommended for park visitors:

Hydrate: It’s important to drink 
at least 16 ounces of water every 
hour in the heat to replenish your 
body and prevent dehydration. Don’t 
forget your four-legged family mem-
bers and make sure to bring enough 
water for them. 

Dress Smart: Wear light, 
loose-fitting, breathable clothing, a 
hat, correct shoes, sunscreen and 

wet bandanas to keep you cool 
while in the sun. 

Stay Salty: Food helps keep 
up energy and replace salt lost from 
sweating. Snacks such as jerky, gra-
nola, trail mix, tuna and dried fruit 
are a fantastic way to nourish your 
body while on the trails. 

Buddy System: Two brains 
are better than one. It’s beneficial to 
have someone with you in hot con-
ditions so you can look after each 
other on the trail. With high tem-
peratures hitting Texas, heat-related 
illnesses are common and having a 
friend around to help recognize the 
early symptoms can save you from 
getting sick. 

Plan Ahead: Study the map 
and have it with you. Average hikers 
move at 2 miles per hour, allow 
yourself plenty of time to avoid 

hiking in the heat of the day. Make 
sure to rest in cool or shaded areas 
to recover from the heat if neces-
sary. It is also a good idea to let 
someone know your plan before 
you hit the trails and what time you 
should be back. That way, if you 
become lost, people know where to 
look.

For a full calendar of state park 
events, visit the Texas State Parks 
calendar page on the TPWD web-
site. Find a park in your area at http:
//texasstateparks.org.
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Gone fishin’
Happy Fourth of July

Have a great time at 
the 71st annual
Fishin’ Fiesta

A Special  section of The Bulletin
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Fishing only part of Freeport Host Lions’ Fishin’ Fiesta
Check out the great entertainment, contests, vendors, something for everyone

FOURTH OF JULY / FISHIN FIESTA ~ A BULLETIN SPECIAL SECTION

Entertainment schedule

This year’s event will be 
bigger and better than ever 
before!

The tournament kicks off at 
12  a.m. July 4, and runs through 
July 8 at 4 p.m. Come and check 
out the new state-of-the art LED 
Leader Board at this year’s event.

The grand prize will be $7,100 
in the adult Inshore & Offshore 
divisions. 

The Annual Fishin’ Fiesta is the 
largest fundraiser hosted by the 
Freeport Host Lions. With these 
proceeds, the Lions are able to give 
back to many local organizations 
and communities.

In addition, all the awards presen-
tations will be inside with the cold 
A/C from the Freeport Riverplace to 
keep everyone comfortable. VIPs 
have not been forgotten. This year’s 
VIP Dinner will be held on Thursday, 
July 5, at 7 p.m.

With all the new events and 
entertainment this year, the Lions 
are hoping it will be the best fishing 
tournament they have hosted yet. 
Come to Freeport July 4-8 for the 
71st Annual Freeport Host Lions 
Club Fishin’ Fiesta, and get your 
rods, reels, bait and lures ready! 
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The 71st Annual Fishin’ Fiesta 
Kid Fish will be held Saturday, 
July 7, 9-10:30 a.m.

Age group categories are 4-8 
(parents may help) and 9-13 (par-
ents may coach).

Heaviest string or bucket in 
each category wins (25 fish 

maximum).
Check-in will be at 8:45 a.m. 

Bring your own rod and reel. Only 
one fishing pole and one hook per 
line.

Parents or guardians must 
accompany children.

Bait will be provided. No live bait 
allowed.

Fishing starts at horn blast, and 
awards will be presented at 10:30 

a.m.
All fish must adhere to the 

Texas legal length limits and daily 
bag limits.

Persons age 17 and older must 
possess a fishing license with a 
saltwater endorsement if they are 
assisting youth with fishing.

Contact Alissa Strambler (979) 
201-1153 for more information.

Good luck!

Kid Fish

Winners of the 2017 Kid Fish

Cornhole tournament
Saturday, July 7, 3 p.m. until it’s over, at Freeport Municipal Park. It is 

expected to start right afer the Washer Tournament so teams that are play-
ing will have the chance to play in the Cornhole Tournament as well. The 
cost is $30 per team. Register deadline is 10 minutes before start of event.
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The Fishin’ Fiesta Washer Tour-
nament will be held on Saturday, 
July 7, at 10 a.m. until it’s over.

Registration deadline is 10 min-
utes before the tournament begins.

Awards: 50/50 Split for 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd Place; $500 will be added 
to prize money.

The tournament will be held at 
Freeport Municipal Park. The entry 
fee is $30 per team.

No food or drinks (alcohol or 
soda) may be brought into the park, 
and there is no parking in the park.

Washer tourney

Washer tournament at the 2017 
Fishin’ Fiesta.

2018 Fishin’ Fiesta BBQ Cook-Off Contest starts 
July 6 at Freeport Municipal Park

The Fishin’ Fiesta BBQ Cook-
Off contest will be held July 6-7 at 
Freeport Municipal Park.

It is sponsored by the Freeport 
Host Lions Club Foundation.

Check-in and set-up will begin 
at 9 a.m. on Thursday, July 5, for 
reserved sites.

 The 59 teams that have been 
with the event since 2012 will have 
first choice to retain their site. 
Unassigned teams may select a 
site after 10 a.m. on a first-come, 
first-serve basis on Friday, July 6.

All contest meats for each team 
are to be inspected by the Com-
mittee at check-in. No pre-sea-
soned or pre-cooked meats will be 
allowed. Marinating will be allowed 
only after inspection.

The Chief Cook will be respon-
sible for the conduct of his team 
and visitors. Absolutely no firearms 
or explosives will be allowed. 
Amplification equipment should 
be used in moderation and not to 
interfere with live entertainment. All 
such equipment will be turned off 
by midnight. 

City Ordinance states that “no 
glass containers” (except food 
containers within site assignment) 
are allowed within the park area. 
Contestants will be allowed to 
bring in their own beer up to 6 p.m. 
Friday night.

After that time, beer shall be 
bought from the Freeport Lions at 
the Beer Garden.

Trophies will be awarded for first 

through third place in each contest 
category beginning Saturday at 
approximately 5 p.m.

Categories include: Steak, 
Chicken,  Brisket and Pork Spare 
Ribs.

The event is IBCA Sanctioned 
and will follow all IBCA rules.

Judging Times: Friday, July 6, 
cooks meeting at 7 p.m. at the 
small pavilion. Steak judging at 8 
p.m.

Saturday, July 7:
12 p.m. Chicken Turn-In (2 

chicken halves complete w/wingtip)
1:30 p.m. Pork Spare Ribs (9 

individual pork spare ribs)
3 p.m. Brisket (9 Full Slices)

THANK YOU FOR 24 GREAT YEARS
The Bulletin is entering its 25th year of publishing. We have some great 
advertising deals celebrating this occasion. Call (979) 849-5407 for 
details. Always shop locally, and please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin.
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two miles through downtown and 
neighborhoods along Oyster Creek, 
ending at Dunbar Park. The fee is 
$25, and packet pick-up is available 
even the morning of the run. For 
more information about this fun run, 
see the Dow ad for the Firecracker 
4 inside this issue’s Fishin’ Fiesta 
special pages in The Bulletin, or go 
to the website firecracker4.ljfat.com, 
or check out the Facebook page for 
Dow Firecracker 4.

 Then the Rubber Duck Regatta 
will start after the run with all boats 
needing to be in Oyster Creek at 
Dunbar Park by 10:15 a.m. for pad-
dling to begin at 10:30. Those with 
kayaks or canoes can participate in 
this beginner-rated paddling event 
in which eight rubber ducks will be 
placed in the creek to be retrieved 
by 1- to 2-person teams to win a 
T-shirt, but mostly just for fun! Bring 
your own boats, paddles and life 
jackets, which are required. A very 
limited number of boats, paddles 
and life jackets will be available for 
those without their own.

 Regatta registration will begin at 
9 a.m. that morning, or participants 
can pre-register at Lake Jackson 
Parks & Recreation Center at 91 
Lake Road. It is a free event, and 
children are welcome. All boats 
should be removed from the water 
by 12:15 p.m.

During the afternoon, the city’s 
Madge Griffith outdoor pool will 
be open for free. Located at 300 
Magnolia, pool hours are 1 to 6 p.m. 
daily. The pool staff’s number is 
(979) 285-2593.

 On days other than the Fourth, 
admission is $3 for adults and $2 
for children and senior citizens. 
Rec center members can show 
their pass for free entry. The next 
free pool day for everyone will be 
Monday, Sept. 3, on Labor Day.

Children also can enjoy the 
splash pad and water slides at the 
Lake Jackson Civic Center from 4:
30 to 8 p.m. Food trucks will be 
available for snack or meal pur-
chases.

 The highlight of the evening will 
be Cole Degges performing his tra-
ditional Fourth of July concert from 
7 to 9:15 p.m., followed by fireworks 
being shot off at Dunbar Park. The 
fireworks are visible throughout the 
surrounding area. The Lake Jack-
son Parks & Recreation Department 

and Lake Jackson Civic Center staff 
work hard to make this day celebrat-
ing freedom a fun one also.

The Alvin Parks & Recreation 
Department also plans an annual 
fireworks display, which is set to 
start at 9 p.m. at Briscoe Park in 
Alvin, located off Highway 35 near 
Alvin Community College. Most 
spectators park in the college’s 
parking lot.

From 5 to 7 p.m. there will be 
food trucks available in the area 
from which to purchase snacks or 
meals, and there will be bounce 
houses for children. The college 
band will play live patriotic music 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Pearland’s event will be at 
Pearland High School’s football 
stadium at 3775 S. Main St. from 6 
to 10 p.m.

A military salute will kick off the 
evening, followed by the national 
anthem at the HEB Stage. The 
Slags will be performing live, and 
there will be strolling entertainment 
as well as craft, food and novelty 
vendors. Pets are not allowed 
unless they are service animals. 

 At sundown, a fireworks display 
sponsored by Westside Veterinary 
Hospital will entertain observers.

 No smoking or alcohol is allowed, 
but outside food and non-alcoholic 
drinks may be brought inside the 
stadium and grounds for this event. 

There is parking at the stadium, 
but it is recommended that most 
visitors park at the Turner Career & 
College High School at 4719 Bailey 
Road and take a free shuttle to the 
stadium. More information is avail-
able at events@pearlandtx.gov.

 The Bulletin, which published its 
first paper July 4, 1994, wishes all 
our readers a safe and fun Fourth 
as we start our 25th year of publica-
tion!

Fourth of July events in county
(Continued from Page 1)

through Sept. 2 about 9 p.m. weekly 
from 37th St. and Seawall. However, 
if you park along the seawall, expect 
to pay a $25 annual parking fee via 
cell phone unless you can find a 
spot on a side street or elsewhere. 
The area is patrolled for violations 
and tickets written. 

  Freedom Over Texas is 
sponsored by CITGO this year in 
Houston at Eleanor Tinsley and 
Sam Houston Parks, and it will be 
held 4 to 10 p.m. July 4th.

There is an admission charge for 
this event, and there is no re-entry if 
patrons leave the park, where there 
is usually a crowd of 40,000.

This year’s headliner is country 
music star Chris Young, who has 10 
No. 1 singles, including the twice-
platinum “I’m Comin’ Over.” Cupid 

and The Mavericks, who play a mix 
of styles, will open for Young.

A large fireworks display will 
follow Young’s performance, and the 
concert and fireworks are usually 
broadcast on one of the Houston TV 
channels. 

More information is available at 
freedomovertexas.org and the City 
of Houston’s website, HoustonTX. 
gov. 

Moody Gardens’ Bands on the 
Sands summer concert series is 
going on Friday and Saturday nights 
through Aug. 11 at the Galveston 
venue. It features local and regional 
bands from 6 to 10 p.m., followed by 
fireworks over Offats Bayou.

Friday, July 6, features Rapture, 
a variety dance band, and Satur-
day, July 7, The Max, also a variety 
band.

The entire schedule is available 
at moodygardens.com. Cost is $15 
per person.

The Curt Miller Magic and 
Comedy Show returns to Moody 
Gardens twice daily during the 
holiday week and weekend with 
two-hour shows at 1 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. in the Frances Ann Moody Ball-
room at the Moody Gardens Hotel. 
Tickets are $23 for 13 and over and 
$16 for under 13. More information 
and ticket purchase is available at 
magiccomedyshow.com.

(Continued from Page 1)

Fourth of July happenings taking place nearby

DID YOU KNOW?

DID YOU KNOW?

 • One out of eight signers of the 
Declaration of Independence were 
educated at Harvard (7 total).

• Two signers  who later served as 
President of the United States were 
John Adams and Thomas Jefferson.

• The stars on the original Ameri-
can flag were in a circle so all the 
Colonies would appear equal.

• The first Independence Day cel-
ebration took place in Philadelphia 
on July 8, 1776. This was also the 
day that the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was first read in public 
after people were summoned by the 
ringing of the Liberty Bell.

• In 1776, there were 2.5 million 
people living in the new nation.

July 14
July 28

9am - 3pm

2400 W. Mulberry (Hwy. 35 & 288)
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Willy Loman’s favorite son
5 Surrounded by
9 Site with a “Find a Doctor” section
14 Recline lazily
15 Ricky Martin’s “Livin’ La Vida __”
16 Firefighter Red
17 Jai __
18 Ajar
19 Like the yolk in Eggs Benedict
20 “SportsCenter” co-anchor

23 Kenan’s comedy partner
24 Pottery material
25 Uproar
27 Microfilm unit
30 Tuba sound
32 To whom Lennon’s “Woman” is 
dedicated
33 Bit of shuteye
36 Cheers from the stands
39 Sharable PC files
41 Maker of candy “pieces”

42 Yorick’s skull in “Hamlet,” e.g.
43 Waiting room seat
44 “Location, location, location,” to a 
real estate agent
46 Test for M.A. seekers
47 Playwright Albee
49 Deli loaf
51 Cybermoniker
53 Word with map or code
55 “Morning Edition” broadcaster
56 Extreme onset of anxiety
62 Unrefined
64 Uproars
65 Better __ ever
66 Cutting beam
67 “Sommersby” actor Richard
68 Prefix with dextrous
69 Spirit of a people
70 Beach cover
71 Tree house

DOWN
1 Not at all thrilling
2 City in southeast Kansas
3 Spanish dessert
4 Shrink back
5 Hi and bye on Lanai
6 Sister of Peter Rabbit
7 Rapper-turned-actor
8 Five-O detective’s nickname
9 Get ready in the bullpen
10 Dean’s URL ender
11 Overdraft fee, e.g.
12 One who digs hard rock?
13 How deadpan humor is delivered
21 Actor Guinness
22 “__ Room”: longtime kids’ show
26 Waterproof cover
27 Natty dressers
28 __-European
29 Caffeine jitters
30 Without letup
31 Tobacco kiln
34 Doomed Spanish fleet
35 Drop on a cheek
37 Israeli dance
38 Went too fast
40 __ City: Baghdad suburb
45 Aid in a bad way
48 Windshield cleaners
50 Wicker material
51 One who might call you his niece
52 Fat-avoiding Jack
53 Part of a squirrel’s stash
54 Demolished, in Devon
57 Reminds ad nauseam
58 Inspiration
59 Woeful words
60 Street fleet
61 Make mittens, say
63 “Gloria in Excelsis __”
(C) 2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
ABUT  ABOUT  ABOVE  ABATE  ABSENT  ABSORB  ABRUPT  ABSOLVE  ABSOLUTE
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times being selfish and self-cen-
tered about how you delegate your 
time is in your best interest. In the 
week ahead, people may consider 
you a killjoy because you are 
focused on achievement rather than 
merriment.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
may be great at business decisions, 
but personal extravagances can 
cancel out your gains. As this week 
unfolds, you will find it is better for 
your bottom line to focus on making 
money rather than spending money. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Sugar 
and spice and everything nice just 
won’t cut the mustard. Your casual 
assurances may be held up to scru-
tiny in the week ahead. You may 
go overboard with spending or be 
attracted to something ostentatious.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Put your latest greatest plans on 
hold. You may have the best inten-
tions and the shrewdest ideas, but 
whatever you begin in the upcoming 
week might run into unexpected 
obstacles. Avoid making casual 
promises.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
may yearn for someone’s kind-
hearted ministrations as you endure 
frustrations in the week ahead. 
Menial tasks and repetitive chores 
may prevent you from enjoying fun 
with your friends and loved ones.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A 
lack of restraint when it comes to 
spending money or making prom-
ises can place you in the doghouse. 
In the week ahead, you may find 
that people are more critical and 
exacting, so it is necessary to be 
discreet.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 
might not be able to trust everything 
you hear in the week ahead. Your 
partner may sugarcoat a problem 
or co-workers could promise more 
than they can deliver. It may be up 
to you to offer up some tough love.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 
may be torn two ways as this week 
unfolds. One part of you wants to 
spoil the kids or lavish money on 
hobbies, but your other side wants 
to save up money for a rainy day. It 
is better to be safe than sorry.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Some-
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ABYSS  PLANK  UNCORK  FROZEN
Answer: When Sinatra gave the young singer advice, he -- SPOKE FRANKLY

21): Your naturally generous nature 
may be limited to spending time 
rather than money on others. You 
may be happy to socialize and 
offer referrals, but being thrifty with 
money may be a prime consider-
ation this week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Adversity doesn’t just test character, 
it reveals it. In the week ahead, you 
will need all the grit and determina-
tion you can muster to deal with 
a busy schedule. Use your street 
smarts to navigate tricky situations.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Loved ones could make demands 
and expect you to obey commands. 
In the week ahead, you might find 
that someone’s heavy work load 
requires you to offer unquestion-
ing support. Your loyalty will be 
rewarded. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Work hard to reach your goals 
in the upcoming week. Don’t be 
discouraged by minor setbacks. 
Frivolous pastimes may lighten up 
the office environment, but the boss 
may express disapproval if time is 
wasted.

  History of the World On This Day
               JUNE 3
1775: Commander in chief 

George Washington took command 
of the Continental Army at Cam-
bridge, Mass.

1863: The Battle of Gettysburg 
ended.

1930: The U.S. Veterans Admin-
istration was created by Congress.

               JUNE 4
1776: The U.S. declared inde-

pendence from Great Britain.
1884: The Statue of Liberty was 

presented to the United States in 
Paris.

1895: Katharine Lee Bates pub-
lished America the Beautiful.

1939: Lou Gehrig, stricken with 
ALS, made his farewell at Yankee 
Stadium.

               JUNE 5
1865: William Booth formed the 

Salvation Army in London, England.
1946: The bikini swimsuit made 

its debut at a Paris fashion show.
1954: Elvis Presley recorded 

“That’s All Right,” his first commer-

cial record.
1996: Dolly, the first sheep 

cloned from adult cells, was born.
               JUNE 6
1885: Louis Pasteur success-

fully treated a patient with a rabies 
vaccine.

1942: Anne Frank and her family 
sought refuge from the Nazis in 
Amsterdam.

1944: A fire caused by inept fire-
eaters in the main tent of the Ring-
ling Brothers Circus in Hartford, 
Conn., killed over 160 people.

               JUNE 7
1456: Twenty-five years after 

her execution, Pope Calixtus 
III annulled the heresy charges 
brought against Joan of Arc.

1797: William Blount of Tennes-
see became the first U.S. senator 
to be impeached.

1954: An Elvis Presley recording 
was played on the radio for the first 
time.

1898: The United States 
annexed Hawaii.

               JUNE 8
1776: The first public reading of 

the Declaration of Independence 
was given in Philadelphia, Pa.

1777: Vermont became the first 
colony to abolish slavery.

1889: The Wall Street Journal 
began publication.

1950: General Douglas MacAr-
thur was named commander-in-
chief of the United Nations forces 
in Korea.

               JUNE 9
1872: The doughnut cutter was 

patented by John F. Blondel of 
Thomaston, Me.

1900: The British Parliament 
proclaimed that as of Jan. 1, 1901, 
the six Australian colonies would 
be united at the Commonwealth of 
Australia.

1974: Former U.S. chief justice 
Earl Warren died in Washington, 
DC.

2002: Baseball’s All-Star Game 
ended in a tie after 11 innings. Both 
sides had run out of pitchers.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• President John Adams, Thomas 
Jefferson and James Monroe all 
died on the Fourth. Adams and 
Jefferson (both signed the Declara-
tion) died on the same day within 
hours of each other in 1826.

• Benjamin Franklin proposed 
the turkey as the national bird but 
was overruled by John Adams and 
Thomas Jefferson, who recom-
mended the bald eagle.

• Fireworks are part of the tradi-
tion of celebrating this national 
holiday. The U.S. imported $227.3 
million worth of fireworks from 
China in 2012. U.S. exports of 
fireworks, by comparison, came 
to just $11.7 million in 2012, with 
Israel purchasing more than any 
other country ($2.5 million).

• The vast majority of imported 
U.S. flags are  made in China.

DID YOU KNOW?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Send your announcement to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you spread 
the word on the many  important events taking 

place in your community.

Interesting facts about the Fourth of July
 • Barbecue is also big on Inde-

pendence Day. Approximately 150 
million hot dogs and 700 million 
pounds of chicken are consumed on 
this day.

• Every 4th of July the Liberty Bell 
in Philadelphia is tapped (not actu-
ally rung) thirteen times in honor of 
the original thirteen colonies.

 • The tune of the National Anthem 
was originally used by an English 
drinking song called “to Anacreon in 
Heaven.” The words have nothing to 
do with consumption of alcohol but 
the “melody that Francis Key had 
in mind when he wrote those words 
did originate decades earlier as the 
melody for a song praise of wine.”

 • Traditions place the origins of 
“Yankee Doodle” as a pre-Revolu-
tionary War song originally sung by 
British military officers to mock the 
disheveled, disorganized colonial 
“Yankees” with whom they served 
in the French and Indian War. It is 
believed that the tune comes from 
the nursery rhyme Lucy Locket. 
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